US Postal Laws &
Regulations

Brought to you by the US Postal Bulletins Consortium
Year: 1887

Return receipt

T H E

. POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

COMPILED REVISED AND PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED MARCH 30, 1886,

! WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICJE,
1887,



http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1875.pdf

Table Of Contents

Click here to view the entire PDF Document

Accounting forms (9 pages)
Accounts, postmaster (10 pages)
Advertised (3 pages)

Annual reports (4 pages)

Audits (7 pages)

Backstamping (1 page)

Bad order (1 page)

Blanks (3 pages)

Boxes (2 pages)

Canada (1 page)

Cards (7 pages)

Carriers (15 pages)

Clerks (4 pages)

Commercial papers (2 pages)
Contracts (3 pages)

Corner cards (7 pages)

Crimes. postal (16 pages)

Dead letter office (15 pages)
Delivery of mail (16 pages)
Difficiency in address suplied (1 page)
Domestic mail matter (27 pages)
Drop letters (3 pages)

Exchange offices (-8 pages)
Expenditures (9 pages)

Eictitious (2 pages)

Einances (32 pages)

Eirst-class mail matter (5 pages)
Foreign mails (34 pages)

Forms (3 pages)

Eorwarding (5 pages)
Eourth-class mail (4 pages)
Eranking privilege (2 pages)
Eraudulent (3 pages)

Eree matter (9 pages)

Held for postage (3 pages)

Hotel matter (1 page)

Incoming mail (22 pages)

Index (71 pages)

Inquiries (2 pages)

Irrelative duties (5 pages)
Lotteries (3 pages)

Mail delivery (6 pages)

Mail in transit (9 pages)

Mail matter (67 pages)

Mail messenger service (2 pages)
Mexico (2 pages)

Misdirected (3 pages)

Missent mail (1 page)

Money orders (6 pages)

Money orders, domestic (45 pages)
Money orders. international/foreign (20 pages)
Newspaper stamps (2 pages)
Obscene (4 pages)

Pages
504-512

107-116

244-245, 250
62-65

116-122

232

223

204-206

213-214

171

29, 86-88, 246-248
104-105, 259-271
216-219

167-168

58-60

29, 86-88, 246-248
487-502

27-28, 81, 182-186, 226, 242-243, 248-251
236-241, 387-396
251

135-161

136-138

254-245

99-107

241, 250

44-75

135-138, 219
26-27, 161-182, 254-259, 324-327
204-206
235-236, 281, 390, 405
153-156

175-176

159, 396-397
174-182

158, 230, 251

250

231-252

527-597

399-400

76-80

158-159, 230
236-241

23-31

219-285

303-304

172-173

158, 224, 230

230
25-26, 82, 122-124
423-448, 467-485
448-467

86, 90

158-160, 230


http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887 PL & R final.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1798.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1799.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1800.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1801.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1802.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1803.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1804.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1805.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1806.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1807.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1808.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1809.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1810.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1811.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1812.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1813.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1814.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1815.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1816.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1817.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1818.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1819.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1821.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1820.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1822.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1823.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1824.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1825.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1826.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1827.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1828.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1829.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1830.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1831.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1832.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1833.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1834.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1835.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1836.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1837.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1838.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1839.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1840.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1841.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1842.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1843.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1844.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1845.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1846.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1847.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1848.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1849.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1850.pdf

Official matter (-167 pages)
Organization (36 pages)

Out of mails (5 pages)

Outgoing mail (8 pages)

Penalties (9 pages)

Penalty envelopes (3 pages)
Periodical stamps (1 page)

Post offices (10 pages)

Post roads (3 pages)

Postage due stamps (2 pages)
Postal cards (5 pages)

Postal notes (9 pages)

Poste restante (1 page)
Postmarking (1 page)

Postmasters (25 pages)

Printed matter (2 pages)

Printing (3 pages)

Railway mail service (46 pages)
Rates. fees (10 pages)

Receiving offices (22 pages)
Refused mail (3 pages)
Registration. domestic mail (44 pages)
Registration. foreign mail (8 pages)
Request matter (3 pages)

Return receipt (3 pages)

Returned for better direction (1 page)
Returned mail (2 pages)
Revenues POD (19 pages)

Safety of the mails (10 pages)
Sailers' letters (2 pages)

Samples of merchandise (2 pages)
Second-class mail (16 pages)
Ship letters (3 pages)

Soldiers' letters (2 pages)

Special delivery service (12 pages)
Special delivery stamps (2 pages)
Special request envelopes (3 pages)
Stamped envelopes (7 pages)
Stamps (14 pages)

Star routes (4 pages)

Statutes. index to (-489 pages)
Steamboat (-923 pages)

Table of contents (2 pages)
Third-class mail (4 pages)

Transit mail (2 pages)
Transportation of the mails (56 pages)
Unclaimed mail (4 pages)
Underpaid mail (5 pages)
Universal Postal Union (4 pages)
Unmailable matter (12 pages)
Unpaid mail (4 pages)

Weather reports (1 page)
Withdrawal of mail (4 pages)
Women (1 page)

176-8
9-44

288-292

228-230, 376-380
125-133

176-178

90

187-188, 210-216, 220
293-295

91, 234
83-84, 137, 167, 247
477-485

404

223-223

188-212

167-168

67-69

21-22, 105-107, 295-303, 343-371, 419-421
136-137, 150-151, 156, 170-173, 374
231-252

247, 398-399

29, 373-401, 408-421
401-408

246-248

377-378, 403

230

397-398

81-99

333-342

136-137

167, 169
138-150, 242, 247-248
327-329

136-137

271-282

29, 91

86-88

83-89

82-92, 122-124
220-221, 305-306
515-25

305-6, 317-8, 327-9
7.8

150-153

230-231

287-342

246-247, 249-250
232-235, 391

162-165

158-161, 170-172, 224-226, 243-244
224, 233-234, 391
221

226-228, 297

33


http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1851.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1852.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1854.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1853.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1855.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1856.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1857.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1859.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1864.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1861.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1862.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1863.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1865.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1858.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1860.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1866.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1867.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1868.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1869.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1870.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1871.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1872.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1873.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1874.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1875.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1877.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1876.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1878.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1879.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1880.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1881.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1882.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1883.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1884.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1885.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1886.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1889.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1888.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1890.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1891.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1892.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1893.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1894.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1895.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1896.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1897.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1900.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1898.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1899.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1901.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1902.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1903.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1904.pdf

TITLE VII—THE REGISTRY SYSTEM. 377

stamps. Third aund fourth-class matter for registration must also be
marked “THIRD-CLASS 7-or “ TOURTH-CLASS,” as the case may be, and
be so wrapped as to safely bear transportation, and easily admit of ex-
amination, which the postinaster should make Lefore registering.

(See sections 359 to 373.)

Sec. 1084, Receiving Mail Matter for Registration—When a letter or
parcel is presented for registration the postmaster will first examine it
to see that the sender has complied with requirements of the preceding
section, and if such be the case, he will enter on the registration book the
name and address of the sender, name of addressee, and destination of
letter or parcel, registered number and date of mailing, filling out alike
stub of the book aund registry receipt. He will number the letter or
parcel to correspond with number on stub and registry receipt, sign the
receipt, separate it from the stub, and give it to the sender. '

Note.—Fostmasters will erase the word Letter or Parcel on receipt and stub, so that
it will read according to tho character of article registered.

Sec. 1055, Number Registered-Matter and Registered-Package Envel-
opes,.—The registration book must be commenced each quarter with No.
1, and continued consecutively through the quarter, and the letters or
parcels registered correspondingly numbered. TRegistered-package
envelopes are also to be numbered consecutively, commencing each
quarter with No. 1. '

Sec. 1056. When matter becomes Registered.—After a receipt has been
given therefor, and the matter has been numbered as prescribed in the
preceding sections, the letter or parcel becomes registered, and must be
guarded with the utmost care.

Sec. 1057. Letter Carriers not to Accept Matter for Registration.—Letter
~carriers are forbidden to receive letters or parcels to be afterwards reg-
istered at the post-office.

Sec. 1058. Cancellation of Stamps, Registry Mark, and Postmark.—All
stamps on registered matter must be effectually canceled, and the let-
ter or parcel marked plainly REGISTERED, and plainly postmarked.

Sec. 1055, Registered Matter to be Kept Secure.—All registered matter
must be kept separate from ordinary matter, and so as to be secure from
accident or theft. No unauthorized person should be permitted to have
access to the place where registered matter is kept. The postmaster
will be held accountable for all registered matter coming intc his post-
office.

Sec. 1060. The Registry-Return Receipt.—A registry-return receipt must
be filled out for and accompany every domestic letter or parcel addressed
to any post-office in the United States or Territories. On the face of



378 POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

such receipt must be written the name of the sender, street and num-
ber, or post-cffice box, name of post-office, county, and State. Thespace
for stamp of post-office is reserved for post-office of delivery. On the
other side must be entered date of mailing, registry number, mailing
post-cffice and State, and address of the registered Ietter or parcel.

8ec. 1081, The Registry Bill.—A registry bill must be prepared to ac-
company the registered letter or parcel, and must, on its face, be filled
out with the name of the majling post-office, county, and State (the
place for stamp is reserved for post-effice of destination); on the other
gide, in the heading, the date of mailing, mailing post-cffice, post-office
of destination, county and State, number of registered-package enve-
lope in which it is to be inclosed, and in proper columus in body of bill
the registry number of letfer or parcel, class, whether first, third, or
fourth, name of addressee, and signed and postmarked with date of
actual mailing. 'This bill must be inclesed with the letter in the regis-
tered-package envelope, and on its arrival at destination, if contents of
envelopoe agree with i, is to be properly signed and returned by first
mail to the mailing postmaster. All domestic registered letters or par-
cels for the same post-office are to Le entered on one bill and inclosed
in one registered-package envelope when practicable. Wken this can-
not be done, a separate registry bill mnst be made out for the contents
of each registered-package envelope. Special Dbills in sheet form may
be used by large post-offices when necessary. Mo blanks must be left
between entries on the bill, and a diagonal line shonld be drawn with
the pen from the last item across the bill to the place for signature.
Postmasters receiving bills with such blank spaces should fill them in
by waved lines made with the pen. (See section 1104.)

Sec. 1082, Registerod-Package Envelope.—In all cases where it is pos-

sible, registered matter must be inclosed in registered-package envel-

opes, whieh arsto be used for mo other purpose than to cover regis-
tered mail mafter in its transmission from the receiving post-oftice to
post-office of delivery. They must securely inclose the registered matter
they convey, be plainly addressed, without abbreviation, to post-office
of destinaticn, connty, and State, be distinebly numbered, and legibly
postiarlked with the postmark of the mailing post-office and date of
majling. Special eare must be used in postmarking and sealing them.
Penalty envelopes must never be used as substitutes for registered-
package cunvelopes. Registered-package envelopes shounld never be
sent oub of the country. (Ses sec. 1i56.)

Sec. 1063. Preparing Maiter for Dispatch.—The registered letter or
parcel with registry Dbill and registry-return receipt must be placed
together in a registered-package envelope, addr essed to the same post-

|
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parcel. This fee, together with the full amount of postage, must be
prepaid by ordinary postage stamps attached to the letter or parcel.
Registered matter not fully prepaid is not mailable uoder the Postal
Unrion Convention.

Note.—XIor rates of postage to all foreign countries postmasters should examine
the latest foreign postage table in the United States Postal Guide.

Sec. 11565, Postmasters Shonld Congnlt Postal Guide.—All classes of mail
matter, subject to the exceptions mentioned in section one thousand one
hundred and fifty-three, may be registered to countriss and colonies in
the Postal Union, but to certain eountries and colonies net in the Postal
Union the registration of letters only is permissible. T¢ some parts
of the world matter cannot be registered; postmasters are therefore
specially enjoined to consult the foreign postal table in the latest izsue
of the United States Official Posial Guide to ascerisin whether or not
the matter presented is entifled to registration. If no registration fee
is given in the columns headed ¢ Registration fee on letters” and “Reg-
istration fee on other articles,” no registration exists ; if the fee bo given
in the letter eolumn alene, it indicates that only the registration of lot-
ters is permitied. Postmasters must therefors be governed accordingly
when matter addressed to sueh countries is presented for registration.

Sec. 1156, Registered-Package Envelopes Addressed to Fereign Post Offices.
—If a registered-package envelope ig received in transit addressed to
a foreign post-office, instead of to the proper cxchange post-office in
the United States, as directed in section one thousand one hundred and
fifty-one, it should be forwarded to such United States exchange office,
where it will be opened and its contents properly dispatched.

Sec. 1157, Sender may Demaund a Return Receipt.—The sender of a reg-
istered letter or parcel addressed to any country in the Universal
Postal Union may, by writing npon the face of the latter or parcel, “ Ra-
TURN RECEIPT DEMANDED,” bave a return receipt sent back to him from
the foreign post-office of delivery. Postmasters should inform the send-
ers of foreign registered matter of this privilege.

Sec. 1158. Registered-Package Envelopes Containing Forelgn Hatter to be
Marked “ Foreign.”"—In order to facilitate tho dispatch of forelgn regis-
tered matter, postmasters will mark the registered-package envelopes
in which it is sent with the word “Foreign,” beside the address.

RECEIPT OF MATTER AT OTHER THAN EXOHANGE OFFICES.

Sec. 1159, Treatment of Matter for Delivery.—Postmasters receiving
from exchange post-offices registered packages containing letters or
parcels originating in foreign countries, will treat such packages and






