
US Postal Laws &
Regulations

Brought to you by the US Postal Bulletins Consortium

Year: 1887 

Franking privilege

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1829.pdf


Table Of Contents

Click here to view the entire PDF Document
Pages

Accounting forms (9 pages) 504-512
Accounts, postmaster (10 pages) 107-116
Advertised (3 pages) 244-245, 250
Annual reports (4 pages) 62-65
Audits (7 pages) 116-122
Backstamping (1 page) 232
Bad order (1 page) 223
Blanks (3 pages) 204-206
Boxes (2 pages) 213-214
Canada (1 page) 171
Cards (7 pages) 29, 86-88, 246-248
Carriers (15 pages) 104-105, 259-271
Clerks (4 pages) 216-219
Commercial papers (2 pages) 167-168
Contracts (3 pages) 58-60
Corner cards (7 pages) 29, 86-88, 246-248
Crimes, postal (16 pages) 487-502
Dead letter office (15 pages) 27-28, 81, 182-186, 226, 242-243, 248-251
Delivery of mail (16 pages) 236-241, 387-396
Difficiency in address suplied (1 page) 251
Domestic mail matter (27 pages) 135-161
Drop letters (3 pages) 136-138
Exchange offices (-8 pages) 254-245
Expenditures (9 pages) 99-107
Fictitious (2 pages) 241, 250
Finances (32 pages) 44-75
First-class mail matter (5 pages) 135-138, 219
Foreign mails (34 pages) 26-27, 161-182, 254-259, 324-327
Forms (3 pages) 204-206
Forwarding (5 pages) 235-236, 281, 390, 405
Fourth-class mail (4 pages) 153-156
Franking privilege (2 pages) 175-176
Fraudulent (3 pages) 159, 396-397
Free matter (9 pages) 174-182
Held for postage (3 pages) 158, 230, 251
Hotel matter (1 page) 250
Incoming mail (22 pages) 231-252
Index (71 pages) 527-597
Inquiries (2 pages) 399-400
Irrelative duties (5 pages) 76-80
Lotteries (3 pages) 158-159, 230
Mail delivery (6 pages) 236-241
Mail in transit (9 pages) 23-31
Mail matter (67 pages) 219-285
Mail messenger service (2 pages) 303-304
Mexico (2 pages) 172-173
Misdirected (3 pages) 158, 224, 230
Missent mail (1 page) 230
Money orders (6 pages) 25-26, 82, 122-124
Money orders, domestic (45 pages) 423-448, 467-485
Money orders, international/foreign (20 pages) 448-467
Newspaper stamps (2 pages) 86, 90
Obscene (4 pages) 158-160, 230

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887 PL & R final.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1798.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1799.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1800.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1801.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1802.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1803.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1804.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1805.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1806.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1807.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1808.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1809.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1810.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1811.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1812.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1813.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1814.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1815.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1816.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1817.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1818.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1819.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1821.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1820.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1822.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1823.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1824.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1825.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1826.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1827.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1828.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1829.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1830.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1831.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1832.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1833.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1834.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1835.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1836.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1837.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1838.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1839.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1840.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1841.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1842.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1843.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1844.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1845.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1846.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1847.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1848.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1849.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1850.pdf


Official matter (-167 pages) 176-8
Organization (36 pages) 9-44
Out of mails (5 pages) 288-292
Outgoing mail (8 pages) 228-230, 376-380
Penalties (9 pages) 125-133
Penalty envelopes (3 pages) 176-178
Periodical stamps (1 page) 90
Post offices (10 pages) 187-188, 210-216, 220
Post roads (3 pages) 293-295
Postage due stamps (2 pages) 91, 234
Postal cards (5 pages) 83-84, 137, 167, 247
Postal notes (9 pages) 477-485
Poste restante (1 page) 404
Postmarking (1 page) 223-223
Postmasters (25 pages) 188-212
Printed matter (2 pages) 167-168
Printing (3 pages) 67-69
Railway mail service (46 pages) 21-22, 105-107, 295-303, 343-371, 419-421
Rates, fees (10 pages) 136-137, 150-151, 156, 170-173, 374
Receiving offices (22 pages) 231-252
Refused mail (3 pages) 247, 398-399
Registration, domestic mail (44 pages) 29, 373-401, 408-421
Registration, foreign mail (8 pages) 401-408
Request matter (3 pages) 246-248
Return receipt  (3 pages) 377-378, 403
Returned for better direction (1 page) 230
Returned mail (2 pages) 397-398
Revenues POD (19 pages) 81-99
Safety of the mails (10 pages) 333-342
Sailers' letters (2 pages) 136-137
Samples of merchandise (2 pages) 167, 169
Second-class mail (16 pages) 138-150, 242, 247-248
Ship letters (3 pages) 327-329
Soldiers'  letters (2 pages) 136-137
Special delivery service (12 pages) 271-282
Special delivery stamps (2 pages) 29, 91
Special request envelopes (3 pages) 86-88
Stamped envelopes (7 pages) 83-89
Stamps (14 pages) 82-92, 122-124
Star routes (4 pages) 220-221, 305-306
Statutes, index to (-489 pages) 515-25
Steamboat (-923 pages) 305-6, 317-8, 327-9
Table of contents (2 pages) 7, 8
Third-class mail (4 pages) 150-153
Transit mail (2 pages) 230-231
Transportation of the mails (56 pages) 287-342
Unclaimed mail (4 pages) 246-247, 249-250
Underpaid mail (5 pages) 232-235, 391
Universal Postal Union (4 pages) 162-165
Unmailable matter (12 pages) 158-161, 170-172, 224-226, 243-244
Unpaid mail (4 pages) 224, 233-234, 391
Weather reports (1 page) 221
Withdrawal of mail (4 pages) 226-228, 297
Women (1 page) 33

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1851.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1852.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1854.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1853.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1855.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1856.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1857.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1859.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1864.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1861.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1862.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1863.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1865.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1858.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1860.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1866.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1867.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1868.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1869.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1870.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1871.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1872.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1873.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1874.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1875.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1877.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1876.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1878.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1879.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1880.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1881.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1882.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1883.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1884.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1885.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1886.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1889.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1888.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1890.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1891.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1892.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1893.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1894.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1895.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1896.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1897.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1900.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1898.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1899.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1901.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1902.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1903.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1904.pdf


TITLE III MAIL MATTEB. 175

this act the Congressional Eecord, or any part thereof, or speeches or
reports therein contained, shall, under the frank of a member of Con-
gress, or Delegate, to be written by himself, be carried in the mail free
of postage, under such regulations as the Postmaster-General may pre-
scribe. '(Act of March 3, 1875, part of § 5; 18 Stats., 343.)

Sec. 411. Seeds and Agricultural Reports,—That seeds transmitted by
the Commissioner of Agriculture, or by any member of Congress or Del-
egate receiving seeds for distribution, from said Department, together
.with agricultural reports emanating from that Department, and so
transmitted, shall, under such regulations as the Postmaster-General
shall prescribe, pass through the mails free of charge. And the pro-
visions of this section shall apply to ex-members of Congress and ex-
Delegates for the period of nine months after the expiration of their
terms as members and Delegates. (Act of March 3,1875, § 7 518 Stats.,
343).

Sec. 412. Special Grants of Franking Privilege,-—-All mail matter car-
ried to the following-named persons, or sent by them under their re-
spective written autograph signatures, will, in pursuance of the acts
respectively referred to, be conveyed free of postage during their re-
spective natural lives, namely:

Sarah Polk, widow of the late President James K. Polk, by an act of
January 10, 1850; 9 Stats., 421.

Lucretia E. Garfield, by act of December 20,1881 (22 Stats., 1).
Julia D. Grant, widow of the late President Ulysses S. Grant, by act

of June 28,1886 (24 Stats., ——.)
ITo signature or mark is necessary to the free carriage of mail matter

to either of the above-named persons. The address is sufficient.
Sec. 413. Eegnlations of Franking Privilege.—No matter can be trans-

ported under the franking privilege unless' admissible to the mails
under the provisions of chapter eleven. To entitle to free carriage
the word "free" should be printed or written and signed with the
name and official designation, if any, of the person entitled to frank it,
on the address face of the package, except in case of matter addressed
to the persons named ia the preceding sections. In the case of the
Congressional Eecord the name of the Senator, member, or Delegate
must be written by himself j in other cases the name may be written
by any one duly deputed by Mm for that purpose. A Senator, member,
or Delegate who holds his certificate of election is entitled to tlie frank-
ing privilege from the commencement of Ms term,

All franked matter may be forwarded like any other, but such matter,
when once delivered to the addressee, cannot be remailed unless prop-
erly franked again. A bulk package of franked articles may be sent
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to one addressee, who, on receiving and opening the package, may
place addresses on the franked articles and reinail them for carriage
and delivery to the respective addresses.

Sec. 414. Census Matter.—That the Superintendent [of Census], his
chief clerk, supervisors, and enumerators are hereby authorized to
transmit through the post-office any paper or document relating to the
census, by writing theron " Official Business, Census," and subscribing
the same, with the addition to his name of his official title. But this
privilege shall extend to nothing but documents and papers relating to.
the census, which shall pass free. And any Superintendent, super-
visor, enumerator, or clerk, who shall use or exercise this privilege for
any other purpose other than the legitimate discharge of the duties of
his office, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convic-
tion, shall forfeit for each offense a sum not exceeding one hundred
dollars. (Act of March 3,1879, § 16 j 20 Stats., 477.)

That all mail matter of whatever class relative to the census and ad-
dressed to the Census Office, to the Superintendent, his chief clerk,
supervisors, or enumerators, and indorsed, "Official Business, Depart-
ment of the Interior, Census Office," shall be transported free of post-
age j and if any person shall make use of any such indorsement to avoid
the payment of postage on his private letter, package, or other matter
in the mail, the person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and subject to a fine of three hundred dollars, to be prosecuted
in any court of competent jurisdiction. (Act of April 20,1880, § 1 j 21
Stats., 75.)

OFFICIAL MATTER.

Sec. 415. Official or Penalty Envelopes.—That it shall be lawful to trans-
mit through the mail, free of postage, any letters, packages, or other
matters relating exclusively to the business of the Government of the
United States: Provided, That every such letter or package to entitle
it to pass free shall bear over the words "Official Business," an indorse-
ment showing also the name of the Department, and if from a Bureau
or office, the names of the Department and Bureau or office, as the case
may be, whence transmitted. And if any person shall make use of any
such official envelope to avoid the payment of postage on his private
letter, package, or other matter in the mail, the person so offending shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of three hun-
dred dollars, to be prosecuted in any court of competent jurisdiction.
(Act of March 3,1877, § 5; 19 Stats., 335.)

That for the purpose of carrying this act into effect, it shall be the
fluty of each of the Executive Departments of the United States to
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