
US Postal Laws &
Regulations

Brought to you by the US Postal Bulletins Consortium

Year: 1887 

Fourth-class mail

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1828.pdf


Table Of Contents

Click here to view the entire PDF Document
Pages

Accounting forms (9 pages) 504-512
Accounts, postmaster (10 pages) 107-116
Advertised (3 pages) 244-245, 250
Annual reports (4 pages) 62-65
Audits (7 pages) 116-122
Backstamping (1 page) 232
Bad order (1 page) 223
Blanks (3 pages) 204-206
Boxes (2 pages) 213-214
Canada (1 page) 171
Cards (7 pages) 29, 86-88, 246-248
Carriers (15 pages) 104-105, 259-271
Clerks (4 pages) 216-219
Commercial papers (2 pages) 167-168
Contracts (3 pages) 58-60
Corner cards (7 pages) 29, 86-88, 246-248
Crimes, postal (16 pages) 487-502
Dead letter office (15 pages) 27-28, 81, 182-186, 226, 242-243, 248-251
Delivery of mail (16 pages) 236-241, 387-396
Difficiency in address suplied (1 page) 251
Domestic mail matter (27 pages) 135-161
Drop letters (3 pages) 136-138
Exchange offices (-8 pages) 254-245
Expenditures (9 pages) 99-107
Fictitious (2 pages) 241, 250
Finances (32 pages) 44-75
First-class mail matter (5 pages) 135-138, 219
Foreign mails (34 pages) 26-27, 161-182, 254-259, 324-327
Forms (3 pages) 204-206
Forwarding (5 pages) 235-236, 281, 390, 405
Fourth-class mail (4 pages) 153-156
Franking privilege (2 pages) 175-176
Fraudulent (3 pages) 159, 396-397
Free matter (9 pages) 174-182
Held for postage (3 pages) 158, 230, 251
Hotel matter (1 page) 250
Incoming mail (22 pages) 231-252
Index (71 pages) 527-597
Inquiries (2 pages) 399-400
Irrelative duties (5 pages) 76-80
Lotteries (3 pages) 158-159, 230
Mail delivery (6 pages) 236-241
Mail in transit (9 pages) 23-31
Mail matter (67 pages) 219-285
Mail messenger service (2 pages) 303-304
Mexico (2 pages) 172-173
Misdirected (3 pages) 158, 224, 230
Missent mail (1 page) 230
Money orders (6 pages) 25-26, 82, 122-124
Money orders, domestic (45 pages) 423-448, 467-485
Money orders, international/foreign (20 pages) 448-467
Newspaper stamps (2 pages) 86, 90
Obscene (4 pages) 158-160, 230

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887 PL & R final.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1798.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1799.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1800.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1801.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1802.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1803.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1804.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1805.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1806.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1807.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1808.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1809.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1810.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1811.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1812.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1813.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1814.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1815.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1816.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1817.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1818.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1819.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1821.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1820.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1822.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1823.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1824.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1825.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1826.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1827.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1828.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1829.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1830.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1831.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1832.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1833.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1834.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1835.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1836.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1837.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1838.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1839.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1840.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1841.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1842.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1843.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1844.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1845.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1846.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1847.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1848.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1849.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1850.pdf


Official matter (-167 pages) 176-8
Organization (36 pages) 9-44
Out of mails (5 pages) 288-292
Outgoing mail (8 pages) 228-230, 376-380
Penalties (9 pages) 125-133
Penalty envelopes (3 pages) 176-178
Periodical stamps (1 page) 90
Post offices (10 pages) 187-188, 210-216, 220
Post roads (3 pages) 293-295
Postage due stamps (2 pages) 91, 234
Postal cards (5 pages) 83-84, 137, 167, 247
Postal notes (9 pages) 477-485
Poste restante (1 page) 404
Postmarking (1 page) 223-223
Postmasters (25 pages) 188-212
Printed matter (2 pages) 167-168
Printing (3 pages) 67-69
Railway mail service (46 pages) 21-22, 105-107, 295-303, 343-371, 419-421
Rates, fees (10 pages) 136-137, 150-151, 156, 170-173, 374
Receiving offices (22 pages) 231-252
Refused mail (3 pages) 247, 398-399
Registration, domestic mail (44 pages) 29, 373-401, 408-421
Registration, foreign mail (8 pages) 401-408
Request matter (3 pages) 246-248
Return receipt  (3 pages) 377-378, 403
Returned for better direction (1 page) 230
Returned mail (2 pages) 397-398
Revenues POD (19 pages) 81-99
Safety of the mails (10 pages) 333-342
Sailers' letters (2 pages) 136-137
Samples of merchandise (2 pages) 167, 169
Second-class mail (16 pages) 138-150, 242, 247-248
Ship letters (3 pages) 327-329
Soldiers'  letters (2 pages) 136-137
Special delivery service (12 pages) 271-282
Special delivery stamps (2 pages) 29, 91
Special request envelopes (3 pages) 86-88
Stamped envelopes (7 pages) 83-89
Stamps (14 pages) 82-92, 122-124
Star routes (4 pages) 220-221, 305-306
Statutes, index to (-489 pages) 515-25
Steamboat (-923 pages) 305-6, 317-8, 327-9
Table of contents (2 pages) 7, 8
Third-class mail (4 pages) 150-153
Transit mail (2 pages) 230-231
Transportation of the mails (56 pages) 287-342
Unclaimed mail (4 pages) 246-247, 249-250
Underpaid mail (5 pages) 232-235, 391
Universal Postal Union (4 pages) 162-165
Unmailable matter (12 pages) 158-161, 170-172, 224-226, 243-244
Unpaid mail (4 pages) 224, 233-234, 391
Weather reports (1 page) 221
Withdrawal of mail (4 pages) 226-228, 297
Women (1 page) 33

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1851.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1852.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1854.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1853.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1855.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1856.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1857.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1859.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1864.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1861.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1862.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1863.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1865.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1858.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1860.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1866.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1867.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1868.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1869.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1870.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1871.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1872.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1873.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1874.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1875.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1877.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1876.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1878.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1879.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1880.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1881.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1882.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1883.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1884.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1885.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1886.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1889.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1888.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1890.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1891.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1892.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1893.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1894.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1895.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1896.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1897.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1900.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1898.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1899.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1901.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1902.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1903.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1904.pdf


TITLE III MAIL MATTEE. 153

nected with printed pocket or memorandum books ; and any covering-
necessary for safe transmission $ but the binding, rollers, pens, pencils,
&c., cannot be sent separately from the printed matter to which they
pertain at third-class rates.

Sec. 367. Permissible Additions.—Upon matter of the third class, or
upon the wrapper inclosing the same, the sender may write his own
name or address thereon, with the word "from" above and preceding
the same, and in either case may make simple marks intended to des-
ignate a word or passage of the text to which it is desired to call atten-
tion. There may be placed upon the cover or blank leaves of any book
or of any printed matter of the third class a simple manuscript dedica-
tion or inscription that does not partake of the nature of a personal cor-
respondence. (Act of March 3, 1879, part of § 22, 20 Stats., 360. See
sections 356 and 371.)

The words "please send out," or."post up," or other similar directions
or requests not part of the address nor necessary to delivery, cannot
be written or printed upon the wrapper of a package of third-class mat-
ter without subjecting it to first-class rates, as prescribed in section
three hundred and seventy-five. The words " personal," or " to be called
for," and return requests and other directions as to delivery, forward-
ing, or return, are deemed part of the address, and permissible.

FOURTH-CLASS. MATTEE.

Sec. 368. Defined.—That mailable matter of the fourth class shall em-
brace all matter not embraced in the first, second, or third class, which
is not in its form or nature liable to destroy, deface, or otherwise damage
the contents of the mail bag, or harm the person of any one engaged in
the postal service, and is not above the weight provided by law, which,
is hereby declared to be not exceeding four pounds for each package
thereof, except in case of single books weighing in excess of that
amount, and except for books and documents published or circulated by
order of Congress, or official matter emanating from any. of the Depart-
ments of the Government or from the Smithsonian Institution, or which
is not declared non-niailable under the provision of section thirty-eight
hundred and ninety-three of the Eevised Statutes as amended by the
act of July twelfth, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, or matter apper-
taining to lotteries, gift concerts, or fraudulent schemes or devices.
(Act of March 3, 1879, § 20, 20 Stats., 360.)

Section 3893 E. S. is section 380. As to lottery matter, &c., see section 379.

Sec. 369. Liquids, &c.; when Admissible.—Liquids, except as hereinafter
provided, poisons, explosive or inflammable articles, live or dead
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(and not stuffed) animals, Insects, or reptiles (except as prescribed ia
the nest section), fruits or vegetable matter liable to decomposition,
comb honey, guano, or any article exhaling a bad odor, must not under
any circumstances be admitted to the mails; but liquids, not ardent,
vinous, spirituous, or malt, and not liable to explosion .or spontaneous
combustion or ignition by shock or jar, and not inflammable (such as
kerosene oil, naphtha, benzine, turpentine, and of like character), soft
soap, pastes, or confections, ointments, salves, and articles of similar
consistency, may be admitted to the mail for transmission within the
United States and Territories, when inclosed in packages in conformity
with the conditions prescribed in the next section. The provisions of
these regulations do not apply to packages or parcels addressed to for-
eign countries, now prohibited from transmission by the acts of the
Universal Postal Union, or any postal convention or arrangement with
any foreign postal administration.

See. 870. Preparation. for Mailing.—Articles of the fourth class not
absolutely excluded from the mails, but which, from their form or na-
ture, might, unless properly secured, destroy, deface, or otherwise dam-
age the contents of the mail bag, or harm the person of any one en-
gaged ia the postal service, may be transmitted in the mails when they
conform to the following conditions:

1. When not liquid or Mqneflable, they must be placed in a bag, box,
or removable envelope or wrapping, made of paper, cloth, or parchment.

2. Such bag, box, envelope, or wrapping must again be placed in a
box or tube made of metal or some hard wood, with sliding clasp or
screw-lid.

3. In cases of articles liable to break, the inside box, bag, envelope,
or wrapping must be surrounded by sawdust, cotton, or other elastic
Substance.

4. Admissible liquids and oils (not exceeding 4 ounces liquid meas-
ure), pastes, salves, or articles easily liquefiable, must conform to the
following conditions: When in glass bottles or vials, such bottles or
vials must be strong enough to stand the shock of handling in the mails,
and must be inclosed in a wooden or papier-mache* block or tube not
less than three-sixteenths of an inch thick in the thinnest part, strong
enough to support the weight of mails piled in bags and resist rough
handling; and there must be provided, between the bottle and its
wooden case, a cushion of cork-crumbs, cotton, felt, asbestos, or some
other absorbent, sufficient to protect the glass from shock in handling;
the block or tube to be closed by a tightly fitting screw-lid of wood or
metal, with a rubber or other pad so adjusted as to make the block or
tube water-tight and to prevent the leakage of the contents in case of
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breaking of the glass. When inclosed in a tin cylinder, metal case or
tube, such cylinder, case, or tube should have a screw-lid with a rubber
or cork cushion inside in order to make the same water-tight, and should
be securely fastened in a •wooden or papier-mache block (open only at
one end) and not less in thickness and strength than above described.
Manufacturers or dealers, intending to transmit articles or samples in
considerable quantities, should submit a sample package, showing their
mode of packing, to the postmaster at the mailing office, who will see
that the conditions of this section are carefully observed.

5. In case of sharp-pointed instruments, the points must be capped
or encased so that they may not by any means be liable to cut through
their inclosure, and where they have blades, such blades must be bound
with wire so that they shall remain firmly' attached to each other, and
within their handles or sockets. Keedles must be inclosed in metal or
wooden cases so that they cannot by any means prick through or pass
out of their inclosures.

6. Seeds, or other articles riot prohibited, which are liable, from
their form or nature, to loss or damage, unless specially protected, may
be put up in sealed envelopes, if such envelopes are made of material
sufficiently transparent to show the contents clearly without opening.

7. Ink powders, pepper, snuff, or other powders not explosive, or
any pulverized dry substances not poisonous, may be sent in the mails
when inclosed in the manner prescribed herein for liquids, or when in-
closed in metal, wooden, or papier-mache" cases in such secure manner
as to render the escape of any particles of dust from the package by
ordinary handling impossible, and of such strength as to bear the weight
and handling of the mails without breaking; the method of packing to
be subject to the approval of the General Superintendent of the Bail-
way Mail Service.

8. Queen bees and their attendant bees, and dried insects or reptiles,
may be sent in the mails when properly put up so as not to injure the
persons of those handling the mails, nor soil the mail bags or their con-
tents.

9. Hard candies or confectionery, yeast cakes, soap in hard cakes
when wrapped in strong paper boxes or heavy paper wrappers ade-
quate to prevent all injury to other mail matter in the same mail bag,
are admissible in the domestic mails.

10. Pistols or revolvers, in detached parts, may be sent in the mails j
but the mailing postmaster will carefully examine such packages, and
will receive them only when sure they are harmless,

11. Ho specific mode of packing is prescribed for samples of flour 5

I
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but they should be put up in such manner as to certainly avoid risk of
the package breaking- or cracking, or the flour being scattered in the
mails, and if this be not done the sample should be excluded.

12. Articles of fourth-class matter must be so wrapped that their
contents may be easily and thoroughly examined by postmasters, both
with reference to the safety of the mails and postal employes, and to
the exclusion of matter chargeable as of the first class.

Sec. 371. Permissible Additions.—Upon any package of matter of the
fourth class the sender may write or print his own name and address,
preceded by the word " from," and there may also be written or printed
the number and names of the articles inclosed; and the sender thereof
may write or print upon or attach to any such articles by tag or label a
mark, number, name, or letter, for purpose of identification. (Act of
March 3, 1879, § 22, 20 Stats., 360.)

Sec. 372. Regulations for Examination, &c.—Postmasters will carefully
examine packages before mailing, to ascertain that no matter charge-
able as of the first class is included, and that the requirements of the
foregoing statute are coin plied with. It is permissible to send articles
of merchandise in the mails, which contain printed matter giving de-
scriptions, directions for use, or other information respecting the articles,
as part of the original packages or labels done up for sale; but upon
the face or surface of the package for mailing no other writing, print-
ing, or marks than those authorized by the statute can be placed with-
out subjecting the matter to first-class rates, as provided in section
three hundred and seventy-five.

Postmasters at the offices of address are required to examine such
packages and collect first-class rates whenever the statute has been
violated, and will report to the Sixth Auditor all cases in which the pen-
alty has been incurred, under section three hundred and seventy-five,
giving the name of the sender, if known, addressee, office, and date of
mailing, and a description of the package and of the matter inclosed
or concealed therein, and a statement of the disposition made thereof.
When not delivered to addressee on payment of first-class rates the
package will be retained by the postmaster to be used as evidence, and
he should be able to establish its identity. If the penalty is volunta-
rily paid, it will be disposed of as prescribed by section three hundred
and six.

Sec. 373. Fourth-Class Postage.—That all matter of the fourth class
shall be subject to examination and to a postage charge at the rate of
one cent an ounce or fraction thereof, to be prepaid by stamps affixed.
(Act of March 3,1879, § 21, 20 Stats., 360.)
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