
US Postal Laws &
Regulations

Brought to you by the US Postal Bulletins Consortium

Year: 1887 

Annual reports

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1801.pdf


Table Of Contents

Click here to view the entire PDF Document
Pages

Accounting forms (9 pages) 504-512
Accounts, postmaster (10 pages) 107-116
Advertised (3 pages) 244-245, 250
Annual reports (4 pages) 62-65
Audits (7 pages) 116-122
Backstamping (1 page) 232
Bad order (1 page) 223
Blanks (3 pages) 204-206
Boxes (2 pages) 213-214
Canada (1 page) 171
Cards (7 pages) 29, 86-88, 246-248
Carriers (15 pages) 104-105, 259-271
Clerks (4 pages) 216-219
Commercial papers (2 pages) 167-168
Contracts (3 pages) 58-60
Corner cards (7 pages) 29, 86-88, 246-248
Crimes, postal (16 pages) 487-502
Dead letter office (15 pages) 27-28, 81, 182-186, 226, 242-243, 248-251
Delivery of mail (16 pages) 236-241, 387-396
Difficiency in address suplied (1 page) 251
Domestic mail matter (27 pages) 135-161
Drop letters (3 pages) 136-138
Exchange offices (-8 pages) 254-245
Expenditures (9 pages) 99-107
Fictitious (2 pages) 241, 250
Finances (32 pages) 44-75
First-class mail matter (5 pages) 135-138, 219
Foreign mails (34 pages) 26-27, 161-182, 254-259, 324-327
Forms (3 pages) 204-206
Forwarding (5 pages) 235-236, 281, 390, 405
Fourth-class mail (4 pages) 153-156
Franking privilege (2 pages) 175-176
Fraudulent (3 pages) 159, 396-397
Free matter (9 pages) 174-182
Held for postage (3 pages) 158, 230, 251
Hotel matter (1 page) 250
Incoming mail (22 pages) 231-252
Index (71 pages) 527-597
Inquiries (2 pages) 399-400
Irrelative duties (5 pages) 76-80
Lotteries (3 pages) 158-159, 230
Mail delivery (6 pages) 236-241
Mail in transit (9 pages) 23-31
Mail matter (67 pages) 219-285
Mail messenger service (2 pages) 303-304
Mexico (2 pages) 172-173
Misdirected (3 pages) 158, 224, 230
Missent mail (1 page) 230
Money orders (6 pages) 25-26, 82, 122-124
Money orders, domestic (45 pages) 423-448, 467-485
Money orders, international/foreign (20 pages) 448-467
Newspaper stamps (2 pages) 86, 90
Obscene (4 pages) 158-160, 230

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887 PL & R final.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1798.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1799.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1800.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1801.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1802.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1803.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1804.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1805.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1806.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1807.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1808.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1809.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1810.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1811.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1812.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1813.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1814.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1815.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1816.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1817.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1818.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1819.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1821.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1820.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1822.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1823.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1824.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1825.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1826.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1827.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1828.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1829.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1830.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1831.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1832.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1833.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1834.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1835.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1836.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1837.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1838.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1839.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1840.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1841.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1842.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1843.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1844.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1845.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1846.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1847.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1848.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1849.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1850.pdf


Official matter (-167 pages) 176-8
Organization (36 pages) 9-44
Out of mails (5 pages) 288-292
Outgoing mail (8 pages) 228-230, 376-380
Penalties (9 pages) 125-133
Penalty envelopes (3 pages) 176-178
Periodical stamps (1 page) 90
Post offices (10 pages) 187-188, 210-216, 220
Post roads (3 pages) 293-295
Postage due stamps (2 pages) 91, 234
Postal cards (5 pages) 83-84, 137, 167, 247
Postal notes (9 pages) 477-485
Poste restante (1 page) 404
Postmarking (1 page) 223-223
Postmasters (25 pages) 188-212
Printed matter (2 pages) 167-168
Printing (3 pages) 67-69
Railway mail service (46 pages) 21-22, 105-107, 295-303, 343-371, 419-421
Rates, fees (10 pages) 136-137, 150-151, 156, 170-173, 374
Receiving offices (22 pages) 231-252
Refused mail (3 pages) 247, 398-399
Registration, domestic mail (44 pages) 29, 373-401, 408-421
Registration, foreign mail (8 pages) 401-408
Request matter (3 pages) 246-248
Return receipt  (3 pages) 377-378, 403
Returned for better direction (1 page) 230
Returned mail (2 pages) 397-398
Revenues POD (19 pages) 81-99
Safety of the mails (10 pages) 333-342
Sailers' letters (2 pages) 136-137
Samples of merchandise (2 pages) 167, 169
Second-class mail (16 pages) 138-150, 242, 247-248
Ship letters (3 pages) 327-329
Soldiers'  letters (2 pages) 136-137
Special delivery service (12 pages) 271-282
Special delivery stamps (2 pages) 29, 91
Special request envelopes (3 pages) 86-88
Stamped envelopes (7 pages) 83-89
Stamps (14 pages) 82-92, 122-124
Star routes (4 pages) 220-221, 305-306
Statutes, index to (-489 pages) 515-25
Steamboat (-923 pages) 305-6, 317-8, 327-9
Table of contents (2 pages) 7, 8
Third-class mail (4 pages) 150-153
Transit mail (2 pages) 230-231
Transportation of the mails (56 pages) 287-342
Unclaimed mail (4 pages) 246-247, 249-250
Underpaid mail (5 pages) 232-235, 391
Universal Postal Union (4 pages) 162-165
Unmailable matter (12 pages) 158-161, 170-172, 224-226, 243-244
Unpaid mail (4 pages) 224, 233-234, 391
Weather reports (1 page) 221
Withdrawal of mail (4 pages) 226-228, 297
Women (1 page) 33

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1851.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1852.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1854.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1853.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1855.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1856.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1857.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1859.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1864.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1861.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1862.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1863.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1865.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1858.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1860.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1866.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1867.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1868.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1869.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1870.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1871.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1872.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1873.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1874.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1875.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1877.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1876.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1878.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1879.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1880.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1881.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1882.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1883.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1884.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1885.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1886.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1889.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1888.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1890.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1891.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1892.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1893.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1894.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1895.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1896.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1897.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1900.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1898.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1899.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1901.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1902.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1903.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1904.pdf


62 POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

of, or for any office therewith, connected, shall be published in any news-
paper whatever, except in pursuance of a written authority for such
publication from, the head of such Department 5 and no bill for any
such advertising, or publication, shall be paid, unless there be presented,
with such bill, a copy of such written authority. (E. S., § 3828.)

See. 95. In ike District of Columbia.—And in no case of advertisements
for contracts for the public service shall the same be published in any
newspaper published and printed in the District of Columbia unless the
supplies or labor covered by such advertisement are to be furnished or
performed in said District of Columbia. (Act of July 31,1870,19 Stats.,
105.) That all advertising required by existing laws to be done in the
District of Columbia by any of the Departments of the Government
shall be given to one daily and one weekly newspaper of each of the
two principal political parties, and to one daily and one weekly neutral
newspaper: Provided, That the rates of compensation for such service
shall in no case exceed the regular commercial rate of the newspapers
selected ; nor shall any advertisement be paid for unless published in
accordance with section thirty-eight hundred and twenty-eight of the
Eevised Statutes. [Sec. 94.] (Act of January 21, 1881, 21 Stats., 317).

Sec. 98. Hates for, Generally.—Hereafter all advertisements, notices,
proposals for contracts, and all other forms of advertising required by
law for the Post-Office Department may be paid for at a price not to ex-
ceed the commercial rates charged to private individuals with the usual
discounts, such rates to be ascertained from sworn statements to be fur-
nished to the Postmaster-General by the proprietors of the newspapers
proposing to so advertise. * * * But the Postmaster-General may
secure lower terms at special rates, whenever the public interest requires
it. (Act of May 17,1878, 20 Stats., 62.)

NOTE.—Tlie act of June 20, 1878, 20 Stats., 216, re-enacts this section, making it
applicable to all tlie Executive Departments.

As to advertisement of mail-lettings see sections 776 and 777.

IY. ANNUAL EBPOETS.

Sec. 97. By the Postmaster-General.—The Postmaster-General shall
make the following annual reports to Congress:

First. A report of all contracts for carrying the mail made within the
preceding year, giving in each case the name of the contractor; the
date and duration of the contract; the routes embraced therein, with
the length of each; the time of arrival and departure at the ends of
each route; the mode of transportation; and the price to be paid, to-
gether with a copy of the recorded abstracts of all proposals for carry-
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ing the mail, as provided by section three thousand nine hundred and
forty-eight, title, " The Postal Service."

See section 791.

Second. A report of all land and water mails established or ordered
within the preceding year, other than those let to contract at the annual
letting, giving in each case the route or water-course on which the mail
is established; the name of the person employed to transport it; the
mode of transportation; the price to be paid; and the duration of the
order or contract.'

Third. A report of all allowances made to contractors within the pre-
ceding year above the sums originally stipulated in thoir respective
contracts, and the reasons for the same, and of all orders made whereby
additional expense is incurred on any route beyond the original contract
price, giving in each case the route; the name of the contractor; the
original service provided for by the contract; the original price; the
additional service required; and the additional allowance therefor.

Fourth. A report of all curtailments of expenses effected within the
preceding year, giving in each case the same particulars as in the pre-
ceding report.

Fifth. A report of the finances of the Department for the preceding
year, showing the amount of balance due the Department at the be-
ginning of the year; the amount of postage which accrued within the
year; the amount of engagements and liabilities; and the amount
actually paid during the year for carrying the mail, showing how much
of the amount was for carrying the mail in preceding years.

Sixth. A report of the fines imposed on and the deductions from the
pay of contractors, made during the preceding year, stating the name
of the contractor; the nature of the delinquency; the route on which it
occurred; when the fine was imposed; and whether the fine or deduction
has been remitted; and for wlmk reason.

Seventh. A copy of each contract for carrying the mail between the
United States and foreign countries, with a statement of the amount
of postage derived under the same, so far as the returns of the Depart-
ment will enable it to be done.

Eighth. A report showing all contracts which have been made by the
Department, other than for carrying the mail, giving the name of the
contractor; the article or thing contracted for; the place where the arti-
cle was to be delivered, or the thing performed; the amount paid there-
for; and the date and duration of the contract.

Ninth. A report on the postal business and agencies in foreign coun-
tries.

Tenth. A report of the amount expended in the Department for the

J
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preceding fiscal year, including detailed statements of expenditures
made from the contingent fund. (See section 98.)

And the Postmaster-General shall cause all such reports to be printed
at the Public Printing Office, either together or separately, and in such
numbers as may be required by the exigencies of the service or by law.
(E. S., § 413.)

The annual report of the Postmaster-General of offers received and
contracts for conveying the mail shall not be printed, unless specially
ordered by either house of Congress. (E. S., § 3797.)

Sec. 98. Of tiie Contingent Fund.—The head of each Department shall
make an annual report to Congress, giving a detailed statement of the
manner in which the contingent fund for his Department, and for the
Bureaus and offices therein, has been expended, giving the names of
every person to whom any portion thereof has been paid; and if for
anything furmsh.ed, the quantity and price ; and if for any service ren-
dered, the nature of such service, and the time employed, and the par-
ticular occasion or cause, in brief, that rendered such service necessary;
and the amount of all former appropriations in each case on hand}

either in the Treasury or in the hands of any disbursing officer or
agent. And he shall require of the disbursing officers, acting under his
direction and authority, the return of precise and analytical statements
and receipts for all the moneys which may have been from time to time
during the next preceding year expended by them, and shall commu-
nicate the results of such returns and the sums total, annually, to Con-
gress. (E. S., § 193.) And hereafter a detailed statement of the
expenditure for the preceding fiscal year of all sums appropriated for
contingent expenses in any Department or Bureau of the Government
shall be presented to Congress at the beginning of each regular session.
(Act of June 20, 1874, 18 Stats., 96.)

Sec. 99. Of Employes, &c.—The head of each Department shall make
an annual report to Congress of the names of the clerks and other per-
sons that have been employed in his Department and the offices there-
of; stating the time that each clerk or other person was actually em-
ployed, and the sums paid to each; also, whether they have been use-
fully employed; whether the services of any of them can be dispensed
with without detriment to the public service, and whether the removal
of any individuals, and the appointment of others in their stead, is
required for the better dispatch of business. (E. S., § 194.)

For duty to report action 011 postmasters' claims for credit for postage stamps,
stamped paper, postal cards, and money-order funds lost by fire, "burglary, or other
unavoidable casualty, or for money-order funds lost in transit, see section 273.

Sea, 100. When to fce made.—Except where a different time is expressly
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prescribed by law, the various annual reports required to be submitted
to Congress by the heads of Departments shall be made at the com-
mencement of each regular session, and shall embrace the transactions
of the preceding year. (E. S., § 195.)

The head of each Department, except the Department of Justice,
shall furnish to the Congressional Printer copies of the documents usu-
ally accompanying his annual report, on or before the first day of No-
vember in each year, and a copy of his annual report on or before the
third Monday of November in each year. (E. S., § 196.)

Sec. 101. Of the Auditor.—That the annual reports of the Auditor of
the Treasury for the Post-Office Department to the Postmaster-General
shall show the financial condition of the Post-Office Department at the
close of each fiscal year, and be made a part of the Postmaster-Gen-
eral's annual report to Congress for that fiscal year. (Act of July 12,
1876, § 4, 19 Stats., 80.)

Sec. 102. Keport to the President.—Besides the foregoing reports to Con-
gress, the Postmaster-General is required by long-established usage,
recognized in the statutes, to report to the President annually an ac-
count of the transactions of the Department and of the operations and
financial affairs of the postal service, with such recommendations as
shall appear to him. proper, in time for the President's consideration in
preparing his annual message, and this report is to be printed in time
for delivery to the Congress at the first meeting thereof. (See section
117.)

Sec. 103. Penalty for Failure to Make Keports.—Every officer who neg-
lects or refuses to make any return or report which he is required to
make at stated times by any act of Congress or regulation of the De-
partment of the Treasury, other than his accounts, within the time pre-
scribed by suck act or regulation, shall be fined not more than one
thousand dollars and not less than one hundred. (E. S., § 1780.)

V. ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

Sec. 104. For Department Service,—The Postmaster-General submits
annually to Congress an estimate of the appropriations to be included
in the act making provision for the legislative, executive, and judicial
expenses of the Government, deemed necessary for the service and
maintenance of the Department during the ensuing fiscal year, embrac-
ing the salaries and compensation of all Department officers, clerks, and
employes, its supplies of all kinds, provision for rent, furniture, and
repairs of Department buildings, for telegraphing and foreign corre-
spondence and publication of the Official Postal Guide.

For estimates for postal service, see section 213.
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