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C H A P T E R I . 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives June 8, 1m 
of tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That Post-office pe-
"•' J J I partment estab-
there shall be established, at the seat of Government of theifonea. 
United States of America, a Department to be known as 
the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 2. That the principal officers of the Post-Office De- postmaster-Gen-
x *• era! and three as-

partment shall be one Postmaster-General and three Assist- sistants, appoint-
* ment, term of of-
ant Postmasters-General, who shall be appointed by thence,&c. 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen­
ate, and who may be removed in the same manner ; and 
the term of office of the Postmaster-General shall be for and 
during the term of the President by whom he is appointed, 
and for one month thereafter, unless sooner removed. 

SEC. 3. That the Postmaster-General may appoint the Empioy6sof the 
- < 7 x Department. 

following employees in the Post-Office Department: One 
chief clerk for the Postmaster-General and one for each of chief cierk and 

pOtht 
Lapp 
of. 

the Assistant Postmasters-General, one superintendent of appointment, &£] 
post-office building and disbursing clerk, one superintend­
ent and one chief clerk of the money-order system, one 
superintendent and one chief clerk of foreign mails, one 
topographer for Post-Office Department, one assistant attor­
ney-general for the Post-Office Department, one chief of 
division for the office of mail depredations, one chief of 
division of dead-letters, one superintendent of the blank-
agency, one assistant superintendent and four assistants, 
fourteen clerks of class four, sixty-one clerks of class three, 
fifty clerks of class two, seventy-one clerks of class one, 
fifty-seven female clerks, one messenger for the Postmaster-
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Annual salaries 
of officers and 
clerks. 

Salary of Post 
master-General, 
assistants, &c. 

General and one for each of the Assistant Postmasters-
General, four assistant messengers, ten watchmen, twenty-
five laborers, one engineer, one assistant engineer, one car­
penter, one assistant carpenter, one fireman and blacksmith, 
two firemen, three female laborers, and such a number of 
temporary clerks, female clerks, folders, watchmen, and 
laborers as may be required. 

SEC. 4. That the annual salaries of the officers, clerks, and 
others employed in the Post-Office Department shall be as 
follows: 

Of the Postmaster-General, eight thousand dollars ; 
Of the Assistant Postmasters-General, three thousand 

five hundred dollars each; 
Of the superintendent of the money-order system, three 

thousand dollars; 
Of the superintendent of foreign mails, three thousand 

dollars; 
Of the topographer of the Post-Office Department, two 

thousand five hundred dollars; 
Of the assistant attorney-general of the Post-Office De­

partment, four thousand dollars 5 
Of the chief of division for the office of mail depredations, 

twenty-five hundred dollars; 
Of the chief of division of dead-letters, two thousand five 

hundred dollars j 
Of the superintendent of post-office building and disburs­

ing officer, two thousand three hundred dollars; 
chief cierk and Of the chief clerk to the Postmaster-General, two thousand 

two hundred dollars; 
Of the chief clerks to the Assistant Postmasters-General, 

the chief clerk of the superintendent of the money-order 
office, and the chief clerk of the superintendent of foreign 
mails, two thousand dollars each; 

Of the superintendent of the blank-agency, one thousand 
eight hundred dollars 5 of the assistant superintendent, one 
thousand six hundred dollars; of the four assistants, one 
thousand two hundred dollars each ; 

Of the clerks of class four, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars each; 

Of the clerks of class three, one thousand six hundred 
dollars each; 

Of the clerks of class two, one thousand four hundred 
dollars each; 

Of the clerks of class one, one thousand two hundred 
dollars each; 

Of the female clerks, nine hundred dollars each; 



Of the messenger to the Postmaster-General, nine hun- pay of messen-
, , -, ,, gers, watchmen, 
dred dollars; and laborers. 

Of the messengers to the Assistant Postmasters-General, 
eight hundred and forty dollars each; 

Of the assistant messengers, watchmen, and laborers, 
eight hundred dollars each; 

Of the engineer, one thousand six hundred dollars; 
Of the assistant engineer, one thousand dollars; 
Of the carpenter, one thousand two hundred and fifty-two 

dollars; 
Of the assistant carpenter, one thousand dollars; 
Of the fireman and blacksmith, nine hundred dollars; 
Of the firemen, seven hundred and twenty dollars each; 
Of the female laborers, four hundred and eighty dollars 

each. 



C H A P T E R I I . 

I>UTIES AxVO P O W E R S OF T H E POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

postmaster-Gen- SEC. 5. That the Postmaster-General shall procure and 
seal for* tne°D™cause to be kept a seal for his Department, which shall be 
partment. affixed to all commissions of postmasters and others, and used 

to authenticate all transcripts and copies which may be re­
quired from his Department. 

Authority and SEC. 6. That the Postmaster-General shall establish and 
master-General, discontinue post-offices; instruct all persons in the postal 

service with reference to their duties; decide on the forms 
of all official papers; prescribe the manner of keeping and 
stating accounts; enforce the prompt rendition of returns 
relative to said accounts; control, according to law, and 
subject to the settlement of the Auditor, all expenses inci­
dent to the service of the Department; superintend the dis­
position of the moneys of the Department; direct the man­
ner in which balances shall be paid over; issue warrants 
to cover money into the Treasury, and to pay out the same; 
and generally superintend the business of the Department, 
and execute all laws relative to the postal service. 

postmaster-Gen- SEC. 8. That the Postmaster-General shall make the fol-
eral to report an- , ^ . , . . 
nuaiiy to eon-lowing reports to Congress at each annual session : 
grcontracts for A report of all contracts for carrying the mail made within 
carrying the mail, Q^ preceding year, giving in each case the name of the 

contractor; the date and duration of the contract; the 
routes embraced therein, with the length of each ; the time 
of arrival and departure at the ends of each route; the 
mode of transportation; and the price to be paid; together 
with a copy of the recorded abstracts of all proposals for 
carrying the mail, as provided by section two hundred and 
forty-eight. 



A report of all land and water mails established or ordered Land and water 
within the preceding year, other than those let to contract &C.1, in the year.' 
at the annual letting, giving in each case the route or water­
course on which the mail is established; the name of the 
person employed to transport i t ; the mode of transporta­
tion ; the price to be paid; and the duration of the order or 
contract. 

A report of all allowances made to contractors within the AUowancea to 
preceding year above the sums originally stipulated in theircontractors-
respective contracts, and the reasons for the same, and of 
all orders made whereby additional expense is incurred on 
any route beyond the original contract-price, giving in each 
case the route; the name of the contractor; the original 
service provided for by the contract; the original price; 
the additional service required; and the additional allow­
ance therefor. 

A report of all curtailments of expenses effected within curtailments of 
the preceding year, giving in each case the same particu-expenses-
lars as in the preceding report. 

A report of the finances of the Department for the pre- The finances of 
ceding year, showing the amount of balance due the Depart­
ment at the beginning of the year; the amount of postage 
which accrued within the year; the amount of engage­
ment and liabilities; and the amount actually paid during 
the year for carrying the mail, showing how much of said 
amount was for carrying the mail in preceding years. 

A report of the fines imposed on, and the deductions Fines and de-
from the pay of, contractors, made during the preceding 
year, stating the name of the contractor; the nature of 
the delinquency; the route on which it occurred; when the 
fine was imposed; and whether the fine or deduction has 
been remitted; and for what reason. 

A copy of each contract for carrying the mail between copy of each 
the United States and foreign countries,, with a statement iCn0gtheCmau.carry" 
of the amount of postage derived under the same, so far as 
the returns of the Department will enable it to be done. 

A report showing all contracts which have been made by contracts for 
the Department, other than for carrying the mail, giving the than̂ arryhTgThe 
name of the contractor; the article or thing contracted for;maiL 

the place where the article was to be delivered or the thing 
performed; the amount paid therefor; and the date and 
duration of the contract. 

A report of the clerks and other persons employed in the cierksf and other 
-T-W . persons employed 
Department during the year, or any part thereof, giving the in the Depart-
names of the persons; the time they were actually em-m< 

ployed, and the sum paid each; whether they have been 

A 
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Foreign postal 
business and agen­
cies. 
Postmaster-Gen' 

usefully employed; whether the services of any can be dis­
pensed with without detriment to the public service; and 
whether the removal of any, and the appointment of others 
in their stead, is required for the better despatch of busi­
ness. 

A report on the postal business and agencies in foreign 
countries. 

And the Postmaster-General shall cause all of such re-
poftftobrPdntedPorts to be printed at the Public Printing Office, either 
o êbiumbe?&c! together or separately, and in such numbers as may be re­

quired by the exigencies of the service or by law. 
postmaster-Gen- SEC. 9. That the Postmaster-General shall submit to Oon-

cSagressexpenses gress at each annual session a statement of the amount 
and ̂ stimafesf for expended during the preceding fiscal year, and an estimate 
undUeVnwhataheadsd of the amount that will be required for the ensuing fiscal 

year, under each of the following heads: "Transportation 
of the mails ;" " compensation of postmasters ;" " compensa­
tion of clerks in post-offices;" "compensation of letter-
carriers ;" " compensation of blank-agents and assistants ;" 
" mail depredations and special agents f " postage-stamps 
and envelopes ;" u ship, steamboat, and way letters ;" " dead-
letters;" "mail-bags ;" "mail-locks, keys, and stamps;" 
"wrapping-paper;" "office-furniture;" "advertising;" "bal­
ances to foreign countries ;" " rent, light, and fuel for post-
offices ;" " stationery;" and " miscellaneous," showing the 
sums paid under each head, and the names of the persons 
to whom payments are made but of the miscellaneous fund; 

Names of cer- but the naines of persons employed in detecting depredations 
to'be Sosedn° on the mail, and of other confidential agents, need not be 

disclosed. 
Postmaster-Gen- SEC. 10. That the Postmaster-General shall lay before 

gress during first Congress, during the first week in each annual session, de-
riTppir Q? session 
detailed statement tailed statements of the expenditures made from the con-
0 ToX£ep inven-tingent fund of his Department. He shall also make out 
property in" his and keep, in proper books, full and complete inventories and 
charge,except, . a c c o u n £ S 0f a n ^he property belonging to the United States 

in the buildings, rooms, offices, and grounds occupied by him 
and under his charge, and to add thereto from time to 
time an account of such property as may be procured sub­
sequently to the taking of the same, and also an account 
of the sale or disposal of any such property, and to report 
the same to Congress as aforesaid: Provided, That this sec­
tion shall not apply to the supplies of stationery and fuel 
which shall be accounted for as now provided by law. 

Telegrams over SEC. 17. That telegrams between the several Departments 
Save priority!1 and of the Government and their officers and agents, in their 
at what rates. 
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transmission over the lines of any company to which has 
been given the right of way, timber, or station lands from 
the public domain, shall have priority over all other business, 
at such rates as the Postmaster-General shall annually fix. 

SEC. 19. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish a Postmaster-Gen. 
eral to give esti-

copy of his annual estimates to the Secretary of the Treas-mates to secretary 
ury prior to the first of .November in each year, which fore, &c. 
shall be reported to Congress by the latter in his regular 
printed estimates. 

SEC. 20. That the Postmaster-General shall transmit a TO send copy of 
_ , . _ , _ ._ postal conventions 

copy of each postal convention concluded with foreign gov- to secretary of 
ernments to the Secretary of State, who shall furnish a copy 
of the same to the Congressional Printer, for publication; 
and the printed proof-sheets of all such conventions shall be 
revised at the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 25. That if either the Postmaster-General or the Appeal from 
- i - i - i - i - i i T - Auditor to the 

person whose accounts have been settled shall be dissatis- First comptroller 
fied with the settlement of said Auditor, he may, within whose decision 
twelve months, appeal to the First Comptroller of the Treas-
ury, whose decision shall be final and conclusive. 

SEC. 28. That whenever the office of any postmaster shall Any vacancy in 
become vacant by reason of death, resignation, suspension, master to be fined 
or by the expiration of the commission of a postmaster, or W1 "°u e ay* 
his rejection by the Senate, or by the neglect or refusal of 
any person to take charge of the post-office to which he is 
appointed, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General or 
the President (as the case may be) to supply such vacancy 
without delay, and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-
General promptly to notify the Auditor of the change; and Auditor to be 

x x notified promptly. 
every postmaster and his sureties shall be responsible under Postmaster and 

. sureties on his 
their bond for the safe-keeping of the public property of the bond to be respon-
post-office, and the due performance of the duties thereof, 
until the expiration of the commission, or until a successor 
shall have been duly appointed and qualified, and shall have 
taken possession of the office: Provided, nevertheless, That 
in cases where there shall be a delay of sixty days in sup- if vacancy is not 

, supplied in sixty 
plying such vacancv, the sureties may terminate their days sureties may 

. , . , . , . . " . . . —. terminate their re-
responsibility by giving notice, in writing, to the Postmaster- sponsibmty, and 
General, such termination to take effect ten days after suf­
ficient time shall have elapsed to receive a reply from the , 
Postmaster-General: And provided also, That the Post­
master-General may, when the exigencies of the service 
require, place such office in charge of a special agent until Special agents 
the vacancy can be regularly filled; and when such special of vacant office, 
agent shall have taken charge of such post-office, the liability longer liable. of the sureties of the postmaster shall cease 
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certain orders, SEC. 29. That all orders and regulations of the PoSt-
Ax., of Postmaster- ~ ., . . , . . . , . 
General to be cer-master-General which may originate a claim, or in any 

to u itor. m a n n e r ag ' e c t the accounts of the postal service, shall be 
certified to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

Biank-agency at SEC. 30. That the Postmaster-General may establish a 
Washington, D.C. b l a n k _ a g e i l c v f o r t h e p 0 s t Office Department, to be located 

at Washington, District of Columbia. 
special agents SEC. *1. That the Postmaster-General may employ two1, 

and e2ewhere°a8t special agents for the Pacific coast, and such number of 
other special agents as the good of the service and the 
safety of the mail may require. 

Assistant Post- SEC. 34. That the Postmaster-General may employ, when 
&c may act as the service requires it, the Assistant Postmasters-General 

and superintendents in his Department as special agents; 
Allowance for and he may allow them therefor not exceeding the amount 

traveling ex- -,•,-, •, *. 
penses. expended by them as necessary traveling expenses while 

so employed. 
TWO agents to SEC. 35. That the Postmaster-General may appoint two 

way postal ser̂  agents to superintend the railway postal service, who shall 
and expanse*." m be paid out of the appropriation for the transportation of 

the mail, at the rate of two thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum salary, with an allowance for traveling and inci­
dental expenses, while actively employed in the service, of 

Auditor t o n o t more than five dollars a day; and the Auditor of the 
charge to what * ' 
appropriation. Treasury for the Post-Office Department shall charge to 

the appropriation for mail transportation the salary and per 
diem of the assistant superintendents of the postal-railway 
service; and to the appropriation for the free-delivery 
system, the salary and per diem of the special agent de­
tailed for that service; and the salary and per diem of 
the special agents employed in the money-order service 
shall be paid out of the proceeds of that service. 

The postmaster- SEC. 3(>. That the Postmaster-General may establish 
taw îfrevident resident mail-agencies at the ports of Panama and Aspin-
rwm^Aspin- wall, (New Granada,) Ha van a, (Cuba,) and Saint Thomas, 
Thomf̂ &r' St' and such other foreign ports at which United States mail-

steamers touch to land and receive mails, as may in his 
judgment promote the efficiency of the foreign mail-service; 

pay for services and may pay the agents employed by him at such ports out 
and expenses. Q£ £u e appropriation for transportation of the mail a rea­

sonable compensation for their services and the necessary 
expenses for office-rent, clerk-hire, office-furniture, and other 
incidentals, to be allowed him at each of such agencies. 

The Postmaster- SEC. 37. That the Postmaster-General may appoint an 
SSmaii-tigenL agent in charge of the mail on board of each of the mail-
^ e s betwe en steamers on the routes between San Francisco, Japan, and 
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China, between San Francisco and Honolulu, (Hawaiian san Francisco, 
Islands,) and New York to Eio Janeiro, who shall be allowed,Jdpan' 
out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, an salary. 
annual salary of two thousand dollars each. 
' SEC. 38. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in Thepostmaster-

M ' General may es-
connection with the mail-steamship service to Japan andtabiish a general 
China, a general postal agency at Shanghai, China, or at Shanghai, or, &£ 
Yokohama, Japan, with such branch-agencies at any other des. ranc *agen 

ports in China and Japan as he shall deem necessary for the 
prompt and efficient management of the postal service in 
those countries, and he may pay the postal agents employed 
thereat a reasonable compensation for their services, in ad­
dition to the necessary expenses for rent, furniture, clerk-
hire, and incidental expenses. 

SEC. 39. That the Postmaster-General may employ as The Postmaster-
many route-agents as may be necessary for the prompt and ploy route-agents. 
safe transportation of the mail, who shall be paid out of the 
appropriation for transportation of the mail, at the rate of 
not less than nine hundred nor more than one thousand two! salary, how paid. 
hundred dollars per annum. 

SEC. 40. That the Postmaster-General may appoint clerks The Postmaster-
for the purpose of assorting and distributing the mail in polntcierffiraa-
railway post-offices, who shall be paid out of the appropria-waypostoffices-
tion for transportation of the mail, at the rate of not more 
than one thousand four hundred dollars per annum to the 
head clerks, nor more than one thousand two hundred dol- salary. 
lars per annum to the other clerks. 

SEC. • 49. That the Postmaster-General may transfer debts The postmaster-
due to the Department from postmasters and others to such tranter to certain 

. . , . T T .,, .. . n -i contractors debts 
contractors as have given bonds, with security, to refund due the Depart-
any money that may come into their hands over and above masters. m« post* 
the amount found due them on the settlement of their ac­
counts ; but such transfers shall only be in satisfaction of 
legal demands for which appropriations have been made. 

SEC. 50. That in all cases where money has been paid out TnePostmaster-
of the funds of the Post-Office Department under the pre- g S ^ S S ^ ? 
tense that service has been performed therefor, when, ipSepartm^nt̂ yby 
fact, such service has not been performed, or as additional J ^ hkfra»d °r 

allowance for increased service actually rendered, when the 
additional allowance exqeeds the sum which, according to 
law, might rightfully have been allowed therefor, and in all 
other cases where money of the Department has been paid 
to any person in consequence of fraudulent representations, 
or by the mistake, collusion, or misconduct of any officer 
or other employee in the postal service, the Postmaster-
General shall cause suit to be brought to recover such 
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wrong or fraudulent payment or excess, with interest 
thereon. 

The postmaster- SEC. 51. That when the Postmaster-General is satisfied 
nveria property that money or property stolen from the mail, or the pro-
owner ii;&c. °ceeds thereof, has been received at the Department, he 

may, upon satisfactory evidence as to the owner, deliver 
the same to him. 

payments by S E G- 53. That upon the certified quarterly statement by 
L°uSiaSorpLaaitae Auditor for the Post-Office Department of the payments 
nedto^ostSrevt^y postmasters on account of the postal service, the Post-
nues, &c. master-General shall issue his warrant to the Treasurer to 

carry the amount to the credit of the postal revenues and 
to the debit of the proper appropriations upon the books 
of the Auditor. 

The Postmaster- SEC. 5(J. That the Postmaster-General may transfer money 
traen?fermoney be-belonging to the postal service between the Treasurer, 

•service.t0 p0Btal assistant treasurer, and designated depositaries, at his dis­
cretion, and as the safety of the public money and the con­
venience of the service may require. 

The postmaster- SEC. 58. That the Postmaster-General may dispose of 
pose of quarterly any quarterly returns of mailk sent or received, preserving the 
returns of mails *" . .. .. . . , 
sent, &c, and pre-accounts-current and all accompanying vouchers, and use 
serve accounts for . .. n ., •, -. , -, r 

two years. such portions of the proceeds as may be necessary to defray 
the cost of separating and disposing of them; but the ac­
counts shall be preserved entire for at least two years. 

The Postmaster- SEC. 59. That the Postmaster-General may provide, by 
vidTfor Sispo- regulations, for the disposition of printed and mailable mat-
&c?,n matter11 re' ter which may remain in any post-office, or in the "Depart-
poas?officLn a n yuient , not called for by the party addressed; but if the 

publisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other 
periodical shall pay the postage due thereon, such news-

. paper or other periodical shall be*excepted from the opera­
tion of this section. 

New bond of any SEC. 60. That when any postmaster shall be required to 
payments ' there- execute a new bond, all payments made by him after the 

execution of such new bond may, if the Postmaster-General 
or the Auditor shall deem it just, be applied first to dis­
charge any balance which may be due from said postmas­
ter under his old bond. 

The Postmaster- SEC. 61. That the Postmaster-General shall establish 
General shall es­
tablish post-offi- post-offices at all such places on post-roads established by 
CCS, OCCt 

law as he may deem expedient, and he shall promptly cer­
tify such establishment to the Auditor lor the Post-Office 
Department. 

Appointments, SEC. 63. That postmasters of the fourth and fifth class 
&c, of postmas­
ters of the fourth shall be appointed and may be removed by the Postmaster 
and fifth classes; * v J J 

1 
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General, and all others shall be appointed and may be re­
moved by the President, by and with the advice and con- of an other 
sent of the Senate, and shall hold their offices for four yearsclasses* 
unless sooner removed or suspended according to law, and 
all appointments and removals shall be notified to the 
Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 65. That every postmaster, before entering upon the **£m
 of Post* 

duties.of his office, shall give bond, with good and approved 
security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster-General 
shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge 
of all duties and trusts imposed on him either by law or the 
rules and regulations of the Department; and where an office 
shall be designated as a money-order office, the bond of the 
postmaster shall contain an additional condition for the conditions; 
faithful performance of all duties and obligations in con­
nection with the money-order business. On the death, 
resignation, or removal of a postmaster, his bond shall be, when to bede-

° ' x on livered to Auditor, 
delivered to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 
The bond of any married woman who may be appointed o f married 

47 ^ r r woman appointed 
postmaster shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and postmaster. 
she shall be liable for misconduct in office as if she were sole. 

SEC. 66. That when any of the sureties of a postmaster New bond may 
b© 1*601111*6(1 

shall notify the Postmaster-General of their desire to be re­
leased from their suretyship, or when the Postmaster-Gen­
eral deems a new bond necessary, he shall require the post­
master to execute such new bond, with security, which, 
when accepted by the Postmaster-General, shall be as valid 
as the bond given upon the original appointment of such 
postmaster, and the sureties in the prior bond shall be re- sureties in prior 

to •*.*•/» -n - i , . i o -, Don(J, when re­
leased from responsibility for all acts or defaults of such leased from re-
postmaster which ma}r be done or committed subsequent to 
the last day of the quarter in which such new bond shall be 
executed and accepted. 

SEC. 68. That every postmaster shall keep an office in postmasters to 
which one or more persons shall be on duty during suchkeep an office'&c* 
hours of each day as the .Postmaster-General may direct, 
for the purpose of receiving, delivering, making up, and 
forwarding all mail-matter received thereat. 

SEC. 69. That all letters brought to any post-office half an Letters brought 
_ • . fc> J ± t 0 post-office, 
hour before the time for the departure of the mail shall be when to be for-
forwarded therein; but at offices where, in the opinion of 
the Postmaster-General, more time for making up the mail 
is required, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceeding 
one hour. 

SEC. 70. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish to the schedule o Ame 
of arrival and de-

postmasters at the termination of each route a schedule of Partureof mail to be posted in office. 
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times, &c. 
kept. 

Sworn 
ment may be re­
quired. 

the time of arrival and departure of the mail at their offices, 
respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous place in the 
office; and the Postmaster-General shall also give the post­
master notice of any change in the arrival and departure 
that may be ordered; and he shall cause to be kept and re-

egisters O f t u r n e d t o t n e Department, at short and regular intervals, 
to be r e g j s t e r s ? showing the exact times of the arrivals and 

departures of the mail. 
Records to bo SEC. 71. That every postmaster shall keep a record, in 

bo^ks, receipts'; such forni as the Postmaster-General shall direct, of all post­
age-stamps and envelopes and of all postal books, blanks, 
and property received from his predecessor, or from the 
Department or any of its agents; and also of all receipts 
in money for postages and box-rents, and of all other receipts 
on account of the postal service, and of any other transac­
tions which may be required by the Postmaster-General; 

TO be subject to and these records shall be preserved and delivered to his 
deSvewdTo' so£ successor, and shall be at all times subject to examination 
cessor. ^y a n v special agent of the Department. 

state- SEC. 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a sworn 
statement to accompany each quarterly account of a post­
master, to the effect that such account contains a true state­
ment of the entire amount of postage, box-rents, charges, 
and moneys collected or received at his office during the 
quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or permitted 
to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the postage was 
not at the time paid; that such account exhibits truly and 
faithfully the entire receipts collected at his office, and 
which, by due diligence, could have been collected; and that 

False swearing the credits he claims are just and right. And any false 
ju?y?m e per swearing therein shall render him liable to the pains and 

penalties of perjury. 
public money SEC. 75. That postmasters shall keep safely, without loan-

mastersdhowPObe ing, using, depositing in an unauthorized bank, or exchang-
kept ing for other funds, all the public money collected by them, 

or which may come into their possession, until it is ordered 
by the Postmaster-General to be transferred or paid out. 

postal revenues, SEC. 76. That the postmaster at Washington and post-
iteCd w k̂iy at,&c." masters at cities where there is an assistant treasurer shall 

deposit the postal reve aues and all money accruing at their 
office with such assistant treasurer as often as once a week 
at least, and as much oftener as the Postmaster-General may 
direct. 

salary at newly- SEC. 81. That at all newly-established offices, the Post-
estabhshedoffices. m a s t e r _G e r i e r a j m a y temporarily fix the salary until the re­

turns of such office shall enable him to properly adjust the 
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same, but the compensation shall in no case be thus tempo­
rarily fixed at more than the salary of an office of the fifth 
class. 

SEC. 82. That the salaries of postmasters shall be re-ad- salaries of post-
justed by the Postmaster-General once in two years, and in adjusted once m 
special cases as much oftener as he may deem expedient; wo yearb' 
and when the quarterly returns of any postmaster of the 
third, fourth, or fifth class show that the salary allowed is 
twenty per centum less than it would be on the basis of 
commission, the Postmaster-General shall re-adjust the same. 

SEC. 83. That in re-adiusting the salary of a postmaster,^ Amount, how to 
•* ° * * ' be ascertained. 

the amount thereof shall be ascertained by adding, to the 
whole amount of box-rents, commissions on the other postal 
revenues of the office at the following rates: On the first one 
hundred dollars or less, sixty per centum; on all over one 
hundred dollars, and not over four hundred dollars, fifty per 
centum; on all over four hundred dollars and not over two 
thousand four hundred dollars, forty per centum; on all 
over two thousand four hundred dollars, fifteen per centum. 
And in order to ascertain the amount of the postal receipts Amount of pos­tal receipts, how 
of each office, the Postmaster-General shall require postmas- ascertained. 
ters to state, under oath, at such times and for such periods 
as he may deem necessary in each case, the amount of stamps 
canceled, the amount of box-rents received, the amount of 
unpaid postages collected, and the amount of postage on 
printed and other mailable matter: Provided, however, That when box-rents 
* ' ' are decreased by 
whenever, by reason of the extension of free delivery of extension of free 

7 •* " delivery. 
letters, the box-rents of any post-office are decreased, the 
Postmaster General may allow, out of the receipts of such 
office, a sum sufficient to maintain the salary thereof at the 
amount at which it had been fixed before the decrease in 
box-rents. 

SEC. 84. That the Postmaster-General shall make all ordersestabiish-
. . , . *ng salaries to be 

orders assigning or changing tlie salaries of postmasters mm writing. 
writing, and record them in his journal, and notify the 
change to the Auditor; and any change made in such sala- Auditor to be 
ries shall not take effect until the first day of the quarter next 
following such order: Provided, That in cases of an extra­
ordinary increase or decrease in the business of any post-
office, the Postmaster-General may adjust the salary of the 
postmaster at such post-office, to take effect from the first ef f^

en t0 take 

day of the quarter or period the returns for which form the 
basis of re-adjustment. 

SEC. 86. That the Postmaster-General may designate ThePostmaster-
" ° General may des-

offices at the intersection of mail-routes as distributing or *&*** distributing 
° offices. 

separating offices; and where any such office is of the third, 2 P C 

1 
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Allowances tofourth, or fifth class, he may make a reasonable allowance 
to the postmaster for the necessary cost of clerical services 
arising from such duties. 

The postmaster- SEC. 87. That the Postmaster-General may allow to the 
low postm̂ sterŝ f postmaster at New York City, and to the postmasters at 
class and atTew offices of the first and second classes, out of the surplus reve-
derks, &cf' rent' nues of their respective offices, that is to say, the excess of 

box-rents and commissions over and above the salary as­
signed to the office, a reasonable sum for the necessary cost 
of rerit, fuel, lights, furniture, stationery, printing, clerks, 
and necessary incidentals, to be adjusted on a satisfactory 
exhibit of the facts, and no such allowance shall be made 
except upon the order of the Postmaster-General. 

salary of post- SEC. 88. That the salary of a postmaster, and such other 
bT deducted' f?om expenses of the postal service authorized by law as may be 
receipts of office. i n c u r r e c [ by him, and for which appropriations have been 

made, may be deducted out of the receipts of his office, 
under the direction of the Postmaster-General. 

compensation for SEC. 90. That whenever, by reason of the presence of a 
unusual business .,.. -, o , on o 
at any post-office, military or naval iorce near any post-office, or from any 

other cause, unusual business accrues thereat, the Postmas­
ter-General shall make a special order allowing reasonable 
compensation for clerical service, and a proportionate in­
crease of salary to the postmaster during the time of such 
extraordinary business. 

The Postmaster- SEC. 91. That the Postmaster-General may discontinue 
continue post-ori- any post-office where the safety and security of the postal 

service and revenues are endangered from any cause what­
ever, or where the efficiency of the service shall require such 

Auditor to be discontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such discon-
notmed. tinuance to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

Letter-carriers SEC. 92. That letter-carriers shall be employed for the 
mal i-matter,ryi°n free delivery of mail-matter, as frequently as the public con-
what places. venience may require, at every place containing a popula­

tion of fifty thousand within the delivery of its post-office, 
and at such other places as the Postmaster-General may 
direct. 

Their salary. SEC. 93. That the salary of letter-carriers shall be fixed 
by the Postmaster-General, and shall not exceed eight hun­
dred dollars per annum; but on satisfactory evidence of 
diligence, fidelity, and experience, he may increase their 
salary to any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars per an-

in sanFrancisco.num j a n ( l i*1 San Francisco, California, he may pay such ad­
ditional salaries to carriers as will secure the services of 
competent persons. 

I 

L 
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SEC. 94. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe a The Postmaster-
uniform dress to be worn by letter-carriers, and any person scrfbe a^ifSr^ 
not connected with the letter-carrier branch of the postalbyfetter-clrLTs1! 
service who shall wear the uniform which may be pre­
scribed shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, for every such offense shall be fined not Penalty foi 
more than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more rToTaShorized. m 

than six months, or both, at the discretion of the court. 
SEC. 95. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in The Postmaster 

places where letter-carriers are employed, and also in other tatSSh reSing" 
places where, in his judgment, the public convenience re- 0f man-mattep0Slt 

quires it, receiving-boxes, for the deposit of mail-matter, and 
shall cause the matter deposited therein to be collected as collectionsthere-

o IT • • from. 
often as public convenience may require. 

SEC. 97. That each letter-carrier shall give bonds, with Letter-carriers 
' to give bond, with 

sureties to be approved by the Postmaster-General, for the sureties. 
safe custody and delivery of all mail-matter, and the faith­
ful account and payment of all money received by him. 

SEC. 98. That the Postmaster-General, when the public The postmaster-
convenience requires it, may establish within any post-office tabiish bTJnch 
delivery one or more branch offices, for the receipt and de- post*° ces' 
livery of mail-matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes; 
and he shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the gov­
ernment thereof. But no letter shall be sent for delivery to Letters not to be 
any branch-office contrary to the request of the party to nvery, if, &c. 
whom it is addressed. 

SEC. 101. That all expenses of letter-carriers, branch- Expenses of iet-
on i . . - I T i n i ter - c ar rier s, 

offices, and receiving-boxes, or incident thereto, shall be branch-offices,and 
kept and reported in a separate account, and shall be shown be kept in separate 
in comparison with the proceeds from postage on local mail-
matter at each office, and the Postmaster-General shall be 
guided in the expenditures for this branch of the service 
by the income derived therefrom. 

SEC. 155. That the Postmaster-General may provide by ThePostmaster-
. . . , - _;- ._ - r . i l General may pro-

regulation for transmitting unpaid and duly-certified letters vide for the trara-
of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United lettersVsoidiers. 
States, to their destination. 

SEC. 167. That for the purpose of making better postal Postmaster-Gen-
arrangements with foreign countries, or to counteract their postal Treaties, or 
adverse measures affecting our postal intercourse with them, 
the Postmaster-General, by and with the advice and consent 
of the President, may negotiate and conclude postal treat­
ies or conventions, and may reduce or increase the rates of 
postage on mail-matter conveyed between the United States 
and foreign countries. 

http://-r.il
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SEC. 169. That the Postmaster-General shall provide 
suitable letter and newspaper envelopes, with such water­
marks or other guards against counterfeits as he may deem 
expedient, and with postage-stamps with such device and 
of such suitable denominations as he may direct, impressed 
thereon; and the said envelopes shall be known as " stamped 
envelopes," and shall be sold, as nearly as may be, at the 
cost of procuring them, with the addition of the value of 
the postage-stamps impressed thereon; but no stamped en­
velope furnished by the Government shall contain any litho­
graphing or engraving, and no printing except a printed re­
quest to return the letter to the writer; and letters and 
papers inclosed in them (the postage-stamp in every case 
being of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage prop­
erly chargeable thereon) shall pass in the mail as prepaid 
matter. 

SEC. 209. That the Postmaster-General may, when 'he 
deems it advisable, contract for the transportation of the 
mails to and from any post-office; but where such service 
is performed over a route not established by law, it shall be 
his duty to report the same to Congress at its meeting next 
thereafter, and said service shall cease at the end of the next 
session of Congress, unless said route is established a post-
route by Congress. 

SEC. 210. That the Postmaster-General shall arrange 
the railway-routes on which the mail is carried, including 
those in which the service is partly by railway and partly 
by steamboat, into three classes, according to the size of 
the mails, the speed at which they are carried, and the fre­
quency and importance of the service, so that each railway 
company shall receive, as far as practicable, a proportion­
ate and just rate of compensation, according to the service 
performed. 

SEC. 211. That the pay for carrying the mail on any rail­
way of the first class shall not exceed three hundred dollars 
per mile per annum ; on any railway of the second class it 
shall not exceed one hundred dollars per mile per annum; 
and on any railway of the third class it shall not exceed 
fifty dollars per mile per annum ; but if one-half the service 
on any railway is required to be performed in the night­
time, the Postmaster-General may pay twenty-five per 
centum in addition to the above maximum rates. 

SEC. 212. That if the Postmaster-General is unable to 
contract for carrying the mail on any railway-route at a com­
pensation not exceeding the maximum rates herein provided, 
or for what he may deem a reasonable and fair compensation, 
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he may separate the letter-mail from the other mail, and 
contract, either with or without advertising, for carrying 
such letter-mail by horse-express or otherwise, at the great­
est speed that can reasonably be obtained, and for carrying 
the other mail in wagons, or otherwise, at a slower rate of 
speed. 

SEC. 214. That all railway companies to which the United Railway co in­
states have furnished aid by grant of lands, right of way,Pan*-gWntVs11tS 

,i -i < i s-* carry mails, at 
or otherwise, shall carry the mail at such prices as Congress what prices. 
may by law provide ; and, until such price is fixed by law, 
the Postmaster-General may fix the rate of compensation. 

SEC. 215. That the Postmaster-General shall provide for Mails to be car-
11 1 1 1 T 1 1 1 1 ried 011 a11 P0St* 

carrying the mail on all post-roads established by law, as roads. 
often as he, having due regard to productiveness and other 
circumstances, may think proper. 

SEC. 216. That the Postmaster-General shall cause a mail JEfi££l^fany 
to be carried from the nearest post-office on any established Jjjĵ y without a 

post-road to the court-house of any county in the United 
States which is without a mail. 

SEC. 217. That the Postmaster-General may contract for Mails(>nnaviga-
" ble canals; 

carrying the mail on the navigable canals of the several 
States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or conven­
ience requires it. 

SEC. 218. That the Postmaster-General may contract for 0n pi^-roads; 

carrying the mail on any plank-road in the United States, 
when the public interest or convenience requires it. 

SEC. 219. That the Postmaster-General may cause the in steamboats; 

mail to be carried in any steamboat or other vessel used as 
a packet on any of the waters of the United States. 

SEC. 220. That the Postmaster-General mqy, if he deem it iQ steamships; 
for the public interest, make contracts for any period not ex­
ceeding one year, for carrying the mail in steamships between 
any of the ports of the United States. 

SEC. 221. That the Postmaster-General may enter into TO post-offices 
contracts for extending the line of posts to supply mailsnshe°droute.eb' 
to post-offices not on any established route, and, as a com­
pensation for carrying the mail under such contracts, may 
allow not exceeding two-thirds of the salary paid to the 
postmaster at such special offices. 

SEC. 239. That all letters inclosed in stamped envelopes. I/etter8 inclosed 

* L in stamped envel-
(the postage-stamp in "every case being of a denomination °Pea> &c-> m*y 
x . ° sent otherw 
sufficient to cover the postage that would be chargeable than by man. 
thereon if the same wTere sent by mail) may be sent, con­
veyed, and delivered otherwise than by mail, provided such 
envelope shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so 
that the letter cannot be taken therefrom without defacing 

be 
erwise 
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This section may 
be suspended. 

Separate car­
riage of letter-mail 
may be provided 
for, when, &c. 

Other matter 
not to be delayed 
unnecessarily. 

Postmaster-Gen­
eral may forbid the 
payment of postal 
money orders to 
persons, &c, en­
gaged in gift en­
terprises, &c, and 
return sums so re­
mitted to the re­
mitters. 

Postmaster-Gen­
eral may direct 
that registered let­
ters addressed to 
such persons, &c, 
be marked "fraud­
ulent," and re­
turned to senders. 

the envelope, and the date of the letter or of the transmis­
sion or receipt thereof shall be written or stamped upon the 
envelope. But the Postmaster-General may suspend the 
operation of this section upon any mail-route where the 
public interest may require such suspension. 

ISEC. 240. That when the amount of mail-matter to be car­
ried on any mail-route is so great as to seriously retard the 
progress or endanger the security of the letter-mail, or mate­
rially increase the cost of carriage at the ordinary rate of 
speed, the Postmaster-General may provide for the separate 
carriage of the letter-mail at the usual rate of speed; but 
the other mail-matter shall not be delayed any more than is 
absolutely necessary, having due regard to the cost of expe­
dition and the means at his disposal for effecting the same. 

SEC. 300. That the Postmaster-General may, upon evi­
dence satisfactory to him that any person, firm, or corpora­
tion is engaged in conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift-
enterprise, or scheme for the distribution of money, or of 
any real or personal property, by lot, chance, or drawing 
of any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or device for 
obtaining money through the mails by means of false or 
fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, forbid 
the payment by any postmaster to any such person, firm, or 
corporation of any postal money-order drawn to the order 
or in favor of him or of them, and may provide by regula­
tions for the return to the remitters of the sums named in 
such money-orders. And the Postmaster-General may also, 
upon like evidence, instruct postmasters at any post-offices 
at which registered letters shall arrive directed to any such 
person, firm, or corporation, to return all such registered let­
ters to the postmasters at the offices at which they were orig­
inally mailed, with the word u fraudulent7? plainly written or 
stamped upon the outside of said letters ; and all such let­
ters so returned to such postmasters shall be by them re­
turned to the writers thereof, under such regulations as the 

No person au-Postmaster-General may prescribe: Provided. That noth 
thorized to open 
a' letter not ad­
dressed to him­
self. 

ing in this act contained shall be so construed as to authorize 
any postmaster or other person to open any letter not 
addressed to himself. f 

in case of death, SEC. 7. That in case of the death, resignation, or absence 
devolve Uup on of the Postniaster-General, all his powers and duties shall 
posfttmastSeSr-Gen- devolve, forthe time being, on the First Assistant Postmas-
eraL ter-General. 

• 



C H A P T E R I I I . 

POSTMASTERS ANI> T H E I R SURETIES. 

SEC. 15. That before entering upon the duties, and before Postmasters and 
they shall receive any salary, the Postmaster-General and takee©ath or affir-
all persons employed in the postal service, shall respectively ma 101 

take and subscribe, before some magistrate or other com­
petent officer, the following oath or affirmation: " I, A. B., F«rm. 
do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I 
will faithfully perform all the duties required of me, and 
abstain from everything forbidden by the laws in relation 
to the establishment of post-offices and post-roads within the 
United States; and that I will honestly and truly account 
for and pay over any money belonging to the said United 
States which may come into my possession or control: So 
help me, God." And this oath or affirmation may be taken t a ^ o r e w h o m 

before any officer, civil or military, holding a commission 
under the United. States, and such officer is hereby author­
ized to administer and certify such oath or affirmation. 

SEC. 16. That every person employed in the postal service B^^°?oS^n^. 
shall be subject to all the pains, penalties, and fo^ituresj^^^^j^ 
for violation of the laws relating to such service, whetheror without oath. 
he has taken the oath or affirmation prescribed in the pre­
ceding section or not. 

SEC. 44. That postmasters may allow box-holders who Lock-boxes and 
desire to do so to provide lock-boxes or drawers for their hddlrs8 atr their 
own use, at their own expense, which lock-boxes or drawers,expense-
upon their erection in any post-office, shall become the 
property of the United States, and be subject to the direc­
tion and control of the Post-Office Department, and shall 
pay a.rental at least equal to that of other boxes in the Rental. 
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same office, or, if there be no other boxes in such office, of 
boxes in other offices of the same class, which rental shall 
be accounted for as other box-rents. 

New bond of SEC. 60. That when any postmaster shall be required to 
execute a new bond, all payments made by him after the ex­
ecution of such new bond may, if the Postmaster-General 

First payments or the Auditor shall deem it just, be applied first to dis-
tnereafter. charge any balance which may be due from said postmas­

ter under his old bond. 
Appointment, SEC. 63. That postmasters of the fourth and fifth class 

Ss offthe°fourTh shall be appointed and may be removed by the Postmaster-
and fifth classes, Q e n e r a ^ a n c | a n others shall be appointed and may be re­

moved by the President, by and with the advice and con­
sent of the Senate, and shall hold their offices for four years 

of an other unless sooner removed or suspended according to law, and 
all appointments and removals shall be notified to the Au­
ditor for the Post-Office Department. 

postmasters to SEC. 64. That every postmaster shall reside within the 
reside where. . 

delivery of the office to wrhich he is appointed. 
Bond of; SEC. 65. That every postmaster, before entering upon the 

duties of his office, shall give bond, with good and approved 
security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster-General 
shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge 
of all duties and trusts imposed on him either by law or the 
rules and regulations of the Department; and where an 
office shall be designated as a money-order office, the bond 

conditions-, of the postmaster shaH contain an additional condition for 
the faithful performance of all duties and obligations in con­
nection with the money-order business. On the death, res­
ignation, or removal of a postmaster, his bond shall be deliv-

of married wo-ered to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. The 
poJSmaPstPer).intedbond of any married woman who may be appointed post­

master shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and 
she shall be liable for misconduct in office as if she were 
sole. 

New bond may gEC# 06. That when anv of the sureties of a postmaster 
be required. " r 

shall notify the Postmaster-General of their desire to be 
released from their suretyship, or when the Postmaster-
General deems a new bond necessary, he shall require 
the postmaster to execute such new bond, with security, 
which, when'accepted by the Postmaster-General, shall be 
as valid as the bond given upon the original appointment 

sureties in prior of such postmaster, and the sureties in the prior bond shall 
leaded Trom re- be released from responsibility for all acts or defaults of 
sponsibiiity. ^ ^ p 0 S t m a s t e r which may be done or committed subse-
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quent to the last day of the quarter in which such new bond 
shall be executed and accepted. 

SEC. 67. That if on the settlement of the account of any 
postmaster it shall appear that he is indebted to the United 
States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted within three 
years after the close of such account, the sureties on his 
bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness. 

SEC. 68. That every postmaster shall keep an office in 
which one or more persons shall be on duty during such 
hours of each day as the Postmaster-General may direct, 
for the purpose of receiving, delivering, making up, and for­
warding all mail-matter received thereat. 

SEC. 69. That all letters brought to any post-office half 
an hour before the time for the departure of the mail shall 
be forwarded therein ; but at offices where, in the opinion 
of the Postmaster-General, more time for making up the 
mail is required, he may prescribe accordingly, not exceed­
ing one hour. 

SEC. 70. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish to the 
postmasters at the termination of each route a schedule of 
the time of arrival and departure of the mail at their offices, 
respectively, to be posted in a conspicuous place in the office; 
and the Postmaster-General shall also give the postmaster 
notice of any change in the arrival and departure that may 
be ordered; and he shall cause to be kept and returned to 
the Department, at short and regular intervals, registers, 
showing the exact times of the arrivals and departures of 
the mail. 

SEC. 71. That every postmaster shall keep a record, in 
such form as the Postmaster-General shall direct, of all post­
age-stamps and envelopes, and of all postal books, blanks, 
and property received from his predecessor, or from the De­
partment or any of its agents; and also of all receipts in 
money for postages and box-rents, and of all other receipts 
on account of the postal service, and of any other transac­
tions which may be required by the Postmaster-General; 
and these records shall be preserved and delivered to his 
successor, and shall be at all times subject to examination 
by any special agent of the Department. 

SEC. 72. That each postmaster shall render to the Post­
master-General, under oath, and in such form as the latter 
shall prescribe, a quarterly account of all moneys received 
or charged by him or at his office, for postage, rent of boxes 
or other receptacles for mail-matter, or by reason of keep­
ing a branch-office, or for the delivery of mail-matter in any 
manner whatever. 

Sureties on bond 
released if suit for 
indebtedness is not 
brought within, 
&c. 

Postmasters to 
keep an office, &c. 

Letters brought 
to post-office, 
wnen to be for­
warded. 

Schedule of time 
of arrival and de­
parture of mail to 
be posted in office. 

Registe rs of 
times, &c, to be 
kept. 

Record to be 
kept of stamps, 
books, receipts, 
&c: 

To be subject to 
examination and 
delivered to suc­
cessor. 

Quarterly a c -
count of moneys 
received, &c, to 
be rendered. 
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Sworn state-
ment may be re­
quired. 

False swearing 
therein to be per­
jury. 

Penalty for ne­
glect to render ac­
counts for one 
month after the 
time, &c; 
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SEC. 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a 
sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account of a 
postmaster, to the effect that such account contains a true 
statement of the entire amount of postage, box-rents, 
charges, and moneys collected or received at his office during 
the quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or per­
mitted to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the post­
age was not at the time paid; that such account exhibits 
truly and faithfully the entire receipts collected at his office, 
and which, by due diligence, could have been collected; 
and that the credits he claims are just and right. And any 
false swearing therein shall render him liable to the pains 
and penalties of perjury. 

SEC. 74. That if any postmaster shall neglect to render 
his accounts, for one month after the time, and in the form 
and manner prescribed by law and the regulations of the 
Postmaster-General, such postmaster and his sureties shall 
forfeit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts at 
said office during any previous or subsequent equal period 

if no account of time; and if, at the time of trial, no account shall have 
has been rendered - i i i « * a • 
at time of trial, been rendered, they shall forfeit and pay such sum as the 

court and jury shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, to 
be recovered in an action of debt on the bond. 

SEC. 75. That postmasters shall keep safely, without 
loaning, using, depositing in an unauthorized bank, or ex­
changing for other funds, all the public money collected by 
them, or which may come into their possession, until it is 
ordered by the Postmaster-General to be transferred or paid 
out. 

SEC. 76. That the postmaster at Washington and post­
masters at cities were there is an assistant treasurer shall 
deposit the postal revenues and all money accruing at their 
office with such assistant treasurer as often as once a week 
at least, and as much oftener as the Postmaster-General 
may direct. 

SEC. 77. That postmasters shall promptly report to the 
Postmaster-General every delinquency, neglect, or malprac­
tice of the contractors, their agents, or carriers, which may 
come to their knowledge. 

SEC. 78. That no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or 
clerk employed in any post-office shall be a contractor or 
concerned in any contract for carrying the mail. 

SEC. 79. That no postmaster shall act as agent for any 
lottery-office, or under any color of purchase, or otherwise, 
vend lottery-tickets; nor shall he receive or send any lot­
tery scheme, circular, or ticket free of postage; and for any 

Public moneys 
collected, how to 
be kept. 

Postal revenues, 
&c, to be depos­
ited weekly at,&c. 

Delinquenci e s, 
&c, of contrac­
tors, carriers, &c, 
to be reported. 

No postmaster, 
&e., to be a con­
tractor to carry 
mail; 

Nor act as agent 
for lottery, &c. 
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violation of the provisions of this section the person offend- violation, Pen-
ing shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. 

SEC. 80. That the compensation of postmasters shall be a compensation 
n 1 1 i i T - i T ' i n i i o f postmasters; 
fixed annual salary, to be divided into five classes, exclu­
sive of the postmasterat New York City, whose salary shall c ^t New York 
be six thousand dollars per annum. The salary of the first 
class shall be not more than four thousand dollars nor less 
than three thousand dollars; of the second class, less than Five classes, and 
three thousand dollars, but not less than two thousand dol-dasl7 °f e a c h 

lars; of the third class, less than two thousand dollars, 
but not less than one thousand dollars; of the fourth class, 
less than one thousand dollars, but not less than two hun- salaries to be in 
dred dollars; of the fifth class, less than two hundred dol-even sums' 
lars; and the salaries of the first, second, and third classes 
shall be in even hundreds of dollars; of the fourth class, 
in even tens of dollars; and of the fifth class, in even dol­
lars. 

SEC. 81. That at all newly-established offices, the Post- salary at 
master-General may temporarily fix the salary until the re- offices. 
turns of such office shall enable him to properly adjust the 
same, but the compensation shall in no case be thus tempo­
rarily fixed at more than the salary of an office of the fifth 
class. 

SEC. 82. That the salaries of postmasters shall be re-ad- salaries of post 
i i i i T - » ^ i • i - masters to be re-

justed by the Postmaster-General once m two years, and m adjusted once in 
special cases as much oftener as he may deem expedient; woyeais' c" 
and when the quarterly returns of any postmaster of the 
third, fourth, or fifth class show that the salary allowed is 
twenty per centum less than it would be on the basis of 
commission, the Postmaster-General shall re-adjust the 
same. 

SEC. 83. That in re-adjusting the salary of a postmaster, Amount, how to 
the amount thereof shall be ascertained by adding, to the 
whole amount of box-rents, commissions on the other postal 
revenues of the office at the following rates : On the first 
one hundred dollars or less, sixty per centum ; on all over 
one hundred dollars, and not over four huodred dollars, fifty 
per centum; on all over four hundred dollars and not over 
two thousand four hundred dollars, forty per centum; on 
all over two thousand four hundred dollars, fifteen per Amountof post-
centum. And in order to ascertain the amount of the postal fsce

r
r
etain

Pd.' h°w 

receipts of each office, the Postmaster-General shall require 
postmasters to state, under oath, at such times and for such 
periods as he may deem necessary in each case, the amount 
of stamps canceled, the amount of box-rents received, the 
amount of unpaid postages collected, and the amount ef post-
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when box-rents age on printed and other mailable matter: Provided, however, 
£11*6 dGCr€?£tS6Cl t)V 
extension of free- That whenever, by reason of the extension of free-delivery of 

letters, the box-rents of any post-office are decreased, the Post­
master-General may allow, out of the receipts of such office, 
a sum sufficient to maintain the salary thereof at the amount 
at which it had been fixed before the decrease in box-rents. 

orders establish- SEC. 84. That the Postinaster-General shall make all 
ing salaries to be . . 
in writing; orders assigning or changing the salaries of postmasters m 

writing, and record them in his journal, and notify the 
change to the Auditor; and any change made in such sala­
ries shall not take effect until the first day of the quarter 
next following such order: Provided, That in cases of an 
extraordinary increase or decrease in the business of any 
post-office, the Postmaster-General may adjust the salary of 

when to take the postmaster at such post-office, to take effect from the 
first day of the quarter or period the returns for which form 
the basis of re-adjustment. 

postmasters not SEC. 85. That no postmaster shall, under any pretense 
to retain mo re than . . . . 
salary and com- whatever, have, receive, or retain for himself, in the aggre­

gate, more than the amount of his salary and his commis­
sion on the money-order business, as hereinafter provided. 

Distributing of- SEC. 86. That the Postmaster-General may designate 
offices at the intersection of mail-routes as distributing or 
separating offices; and where any such office is of the third, 

to fourth, or fifth class, he may make a reasonable allowance 
to the postmaster for the necessary cost of clerical services 
arising from such duties. 

Postmasters of SEC. 87. That the Postmaster-General may allow to the 
ciasseaandaSteNenw postmaster at New York City, and to the postmasters at 
Jnowed̂ fo/rent! offices of the first and second classes, out of the surplus 

revenues of their respective offices, that is to say, the ex­
cess of box-rents and commissions over and above the sal­
ary assigned to the office, a reasonable sum for the neces­
sary cost of rent, fuel, lights, furniture, stationery, printing, 

NO allowance clerks, and necessary incidentals, to be adjusted on a satis-
pTstmaster̂ Gene- factory exhibit of the facts, and no such allowance shall be 

made except upon the order of the Postmaster-General. 
Salary,&c.,may SEC. 88. That the salary of a postmaster, and such other 

be deducted from £ . i . i • , i -i i i I 
receipts of office, expenses ot the postal service authorized by law as may be 

incurred by him, and for which appropriations have been 
made, may be deducted out of the receipts of his office, 
under the direction of the Postmaster-General. 

vouchers for de- SEC. 89. That vouchers for all deductions made by a post-
duction to be sub- , . o t > on o 
mitted to Auditor, master out ot the receipts of his office, on account of the 

expenses of the postal service, shall be submitted for ex­
amination and settlement to the Auditor for the Post-Office 

fices 

Allowance 
postmasters. 
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Department, and no such deduction shall be valid unless 
found to be in conformity with law. 

SEC. 90. That whenever, by reason of the presence of a compensation 
.-..̂  , f, . \vj o ,, for unusual busi-

military or naval force near any post-omce, or from any other ness at any post-
cause, unusual business accrues thereat, the Postmaster- ° 
General shall make a special order allowing reasonable com­
pensation for clerical service, and a proportionate increase 
of salary to the postmaster during the time of such extra­
ordinary business. 

SEC. 140. That postmasters shall notify the publisher of J ^ ° e
e

r ^ ^ 
any newspaper, or other periodical, when any subscriber^* take^ from 

shall refuse to take the same from the office, or neglect to 
call for it for the period of one month. 

SEC. 145. That any postmaster who shall unlawfully de- Letters or other 
. mail-matter, the 

tain in his office any letter or other mail-matter, the posting posting of which 
of which is not prohibited by law, with intent to preventfa°w,P8baii not be 
the arrival and delivery of the same to the person to whom twit, &©. ;

W1 

it is addressed, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding five, hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not Penalty of. 
exceeding six months, and he shall be forever thereafter 
incapable of holding the office of postmaster. 

SEC. 146. That any person employed in any department Penalty upon 
" • v * any employe in 

of the postal service, who shall unlawfully detain, delay, or the postal service 
- ' * i for unlawfully de-

open any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters intrusted taining letters, 
to him, or which shall have come into his possession, and 
which was intended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or 
delivered by any mail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, 
letter-carrier, or other person employed in any department of 
the postal service, or forwarded through or delivered from 
any post-office or branch post-office established by authority 
of the Postmaster-General; any such person who shall se­
crete, embezzle, or destroy any such letter, packet, bag, or For secreting, or 
mail of letters, as aforesaid, which shall not contain any se- leueref m&c., not 
curity for or assurance relating to money or other thing ofcon ammg' 
value, every such person shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such offense, forfeit and pay a penalty of not exceed­
ing five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than 
one year, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 153. That no mail-matter shall be delivered until Maii-matter not 
to be delivered un-

the postage due thereon has been paid. tn postage is paid. 
SEC. 154. That no box at any post-office shall be assigned Boxes at post­al . , offices to be paid 

to the use ot any person until the rent thereof has been one quarter in ad-
paid for at least one quarter in advance, for which the post­
master shall give a receipt. 

SEC. 172. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopes Postmasters to 
, ' „ , „ .y'i - , , ., -r̂  ~ , , ,, , be furnished with shall be furnished by the Postmaster-General to all post-postage-stamps 
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and stamped en­
velopes ; 

And held a c -
countable for 
same. 

Postage-stamps 
affixed to mail-
matter, when to 
be defaced. 

Postmasters to 
be reported to 
Postmaster-G- e n -
eral for failure of. 

List of non-de­
livered letters may 
be posted or pub­
lished ; 

In what news' 
papers; 

How often; 

Addressed to 
persons foreign-
born, in what 
newspaper. 

Letters contain­
ing fractional cur­
rency to be regis­
tered without fee, 
&c. 

List of non-de 

masters, and shall be kept for sale at all post-offices; and each 
postmaster shall be held accountable for all such stamps 
and envelopes furnished to him. 

SEC. 175. That postage-stamps affixed to all mail-matter 
or the stamped envelopes in which the same is inclosed, 
when d e p o s i t ^ for mailing or delivery, shall be defaced 
by the postmaster at the mailing office in such manner as 
the Postmaster-General may direct; and if any mail-matter 
shall be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes being 
so defaced, the postmaster at the office of delivery shall 
deface them, and report the delinquent postmaster to the 
Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 188. That the Postmaster-General may direct the 
publication of the list of non-delivered letters at any post-
office by a written list posted in some public place, or, when 
he shall deem it for the public interest, he may direct the 
publication of such list in the daily or weekly newspaper 
regularly published within the post-office delivery which has 
the largest circulation within such delivery; and where no 
daily paper is published within the post-office delivery, such 
list may be published in the daily newspaper of any adjoin­
ing delivery having the largest circulation within the de­
livery of the post-office publishing the list; and in case of 
dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the 
postmaster shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. 
Such list shall be published as frequently as the Postmaster-
General may deem proper, but not oftener than once a week. 

SEC. 189. That the list of non-delivered letters addressed 
to persons foreign-born may be published in a newspaper 
printed in the language most used by them, which shall be 
selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section. 

SEC. 190. That, under such regulations as the Postmas­
ter-General may prescribe, all postmasters are hereby au­
thorized to register, in the manner prescribed by law, but 
without payment of any registration fee, all letters contain­
ing fractional or other currency of the United States, which 
shall be by them sent by mail to the Treasurer of the 
United States for redemption; and it shall be the 'duty of 
the postmaster at the city of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, to register, in like manner, without charge, 
all letters containing new currency returned for currency re­
deemed, which shall be received by him from the said 
Treasurer, in sealed packages, marked with the word " reg­
ister * over the official signature of the said Treasurer. 

. SEC. 191. That every postmaster shall post, in a conspic-
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uous place in his office, a copy of each list of non-deliveredlivered letters, to 
letters immediately after its publication. , ep08te ' 

SEC. 193. That all letters published as non-delivered shall Additional 
be charged with one cent in addition to the regular postage, upon, &c 
to be accounted for as part of the postal revenue. 

SEC. 198. That when the writer of any letter on which the Letters, if pre-
• . . paid, not called 

postage is prepaid shall indorse upon the outside thereof for, to be returned 
his name and address, such letter shall not be advertised, 
but after remaining uncalled for at the office to which it is 
directed thirty days, or the time the writer may direct, shall 
be returned to him without additional charge for postage, 
and if not then delivered shall be treated as a dead-letter. 

SEC. 199. That prepaid and free letters shall be forwarded Prepaid, &c.,iet-
from one post-office to another, at the request of the party warded0 without 
addressed, without additional charge for postage. 

SEC. 296. That if any postmaster, or other person author- Penalty for de-
manding, &c, any 

ized by the Postmaster-General to receive the postage of postage other 
than, &c. 

letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any rate of 
postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than is provided by 
this act, for the postage of letters or packets, on conviction 
thereof, he shall forfeit, for every such offense, one hundred 
dollars. 

SEC. 106. That in case of the sickness or unavoidable Postmaster at 
money-order office 

absence from his office of the postmaster of any money-or-may, in case of, 
der post-office, he may, with the approval of the Postmaster- chief cierk, &c, to 
General, authorize the chief clerk, or some other clerk em- &c.

m 1S P ace' 
ployed therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the 
duties required by law of such postmasters: Provided, That 
the official bond given by the principal of the office shall 
be held to cover and apply to the acts of the person ap­
pointed to act in his place in such cases: And provided fur­
ther, That such acting officer shall, for the time being, be 
subject to all the liabilities and penalties prescribed by law 
for the official misconduct in like cases of the postmaster for 
whom he shall act. 
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F I N A N C E . 
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SEC. 42. That unclaimed money in dead-letters for which 
no owner can be found; all money taken from the mail by 
robbery, theft, or otherwise, which may come into the hands 
of any agent or employee of the United States, or any other 
person whatever; all fines and penalties imposed for any 
violation of the postal laws, except such part as may by 
law belong to the informer or party prosecuting for the 
same; and all money derived from the sale of waste paper 
or other public property of the Post-Office Department, shall 
be deposited in the Treasury, under the direction of the 
Postmaster-General, as part of the postal revenue. And 
the Postmaster-General is hereby directed to cause to be 
placed to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States 
for the service of the Post-Office Department, the net pro­
ceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of the 
Post-Office Department derived from this source during 
each quarter shall be entered by the Auditor of the Treas­
ury for the Post-Office Department, in the accounts of said 
Department, under the head of "revenuefrom money-order 
business." 

SEC. 43. That all postages, box-rents, and other receipts 
at post-offices shall be accounted for as part of the postal 
revenues; and any part thereof which the postmaster has 
neglected to collect, he shall be charged with and held 
accountable for the same as if he had collected it. 

SEC. 46. That the money required for the postal service 
in each year shall be appropriated by law out of the reve­
nues of the service. 
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SEC. 47. That payments of money out of the Treasury on Payments on ac-
account of the postal service shall be in pursuance of ap-ger̂ ce^hoCt̂ be 
propriations made by law, by warrants of the Postmaster-made* 
General, registered and countersigned by the Auditor for 
the Post-Office Department, and expressing on their face the 
appropriation to which they should be charged. 

SEC. 48. (That all payments on account of the postal serv- TO what Per-
ice shall be made to persons to whom the same shall be cer-so 

tified to be due by the Auditor; but advances of necessary 
sums to defray expenses may be made by the Postmaster-
General to agents employed to investigate mail depreda­
tions, examine post routes and offices, and on other like Necessary ad-

3 x ' vances for ex-
services, to be charged to them by the Auditor, and to bePense8>howmade-
accounted for in the settlement of their accounts. 

SEC. 54. That the postal revenues, and all debts due the Postal revenues, 
Post-Office Department, shall, when collected, be paid into the TreawrV. n 

the Treasury of the United States, under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General; and the Treasurer, assistant treas­
urer, or designated depositary receiving such payment shall 
give the depositor duplicate receipts therefor. 

SEC. 55. That all deposits on account of the postal service Deposits on ac 

shall be brought into the Treasury by warrants of the Post-geravnice,&c.posta] 

master-General, countersigned by the Auditor; and no credit 
shall be allowed for any deposit until such warrant has been 
issued. 

SEC. 56. That the Postmaster-General may transfer money Transfer of me-
, 1 . i . - i m ney belonging to 
belonging to the postal service between the Treasurer, as-postal service. 
sistant treasurer, and designated depositaries, at his discre­
tion, and as the safety of the public money and the conven­
ience of the service may require. 

SEC. 57. That all fines and penalties imposed for any vio- Fines and pen-
lation of any law relating to the Post-Office Department, or a

0
 iebeW

Paid into 
of any other law where such violation affects the revenue fee?*81"7'except' 
or property of the Post-Office Department, shall, when col­
lected or recovered, be paid into the Treasury, to the credit 
of the United States, for the use of the Post-Office Depart­
ment, excepting, however, such part thereof as may, by law, 
belong to the party informing or prosecuting for the same. 

3 P C 



C H A P T E R V . 

M O N E Y - O R D E R S Y § T E M . 

Money-ordersys- SEC. 102. That to promote public convenience, and to in-
men't of.es a lh sure greater security in the transfer of money through the 

mail, the Postmaster-General may establish, under such 
rules and regulations as he may deem expedient, a uniform 
money-order system, at all suitable post-offices, which shall 
be designated as " money-order offices." 

Arrangements SEC. 103. That the Postniaster-General may conclude ar-
eTnments1 forgex- rangements with the post-departments of foreign govern­
ors^ ot Pmaii ments, with which postal conventions have been or may be 

money. c o n c i u ^ e ^ ? f o r ^ e exchange, by means of postal orders, of 
small sums of money, not exceeding fifty dollars in amount, 
at such rates of exchange, and compensation to postmas­
ters, and under such rules and regulations, as he may deem 
expedient; and the expenses of establishing and conducting 
such system of exchange may be paid out of the proceeds 
of the money-order business. 

SEC. 104. That the postmaster at a money-order office 
shall issue, in such manner and form as the Postmaster-Gen­
eral may prescribe, an order for a specified sum of money, 
payable by the postmaster at any other money-order office 
which the person applying therefor may select; but no 
money-order shall be delivered until the amount thereof, 
and the proper fee therefor, have been deposited with the 

in cities where postmaster issuing it: Provided, That the postmaster of every 
branch post-offi- *• ° on • T 
ces are in opera-city where branch post-offices or stations are*established 

and in operation, subject to his supervision, is hereby au­
thorized, under the direction of the Postmaster-General, to 
issue, or to cause to be issued, by any of his assistants or 

Expenses of. 

Postal money-
orders, rules for 
issuing; 

tion. 

1 
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clerks in charge of branch post-offices'or stations, postal 
money-orders payable at his own or at any other money-
order office, or at any branch post-office or station of his 
own, or of any other money-order office, as the remitters 
thereof may direct; and that the postmaster and his sureties p0.stmast3r and 
shall in every case be held accountable upon his officialS^alcoSnta^ 
bond for all moneys received by him or his designated ^ved

m
f^one

r^; 
assistants or clerks in charge of stations from the issue oforders-
money-orders under the provisions of this act, and for all 
moneys which may come into his or their hands, or be placed 
in his or their custody by reason of the transaction by them 
of money-order business. And all the provisions of law Laws now in 
now in force respecting the issue and the payment of money-force t0 apply' 
orders, and the disposal of money-order funds in the cus­
tody of postmasters, shall apply to all money-orders issued 
under the authority given by this act, and to all moneys 
received from the issue thereof. 

SEC. 105. That any postmaster who shall issue a money- t0
M

b°°ff̂ edeuntii 
order without having previously received the money therefor **? ™[°ney is ™' 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than five Penalty for. 
hundred dollars. 

SEC. 106. That in case of sickness or unavoidable absence Postmaster at 
from his office of the postmaster of any money-order post- fice may, m case 
office, he may, with the approval of the Postmaster-General, some cierk to act 
authorize the chief clerk, or some other clerk employed111 i space ' , 
therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the duties 
required by law of such postmasters: Provided, That the ?on<J to«ovor 

* ° * ' acts of such per-
official bond given by the principal of the office shall be80n-
h^ld to cover and apply to the acts of the person appointed 
to act in his place in such cases : And provided further, That 
such acting officer shall, for the time being, be subject to all 
the liabilities and penalties prescribed by law for the official sub̂ eXntrpenaig 

misconduct in like cases of the postmaster for whom hetie8' &c-
shall act. 

SEC. 107. That no money-order shall be issued for more Money orders 
° not to exceed $o0; 

than fifty dollars, and the fees therefor shall be, for orders Fees therefor. 
not exceeding ten dollars, five cents; exceeding ten and not 
exceeding twenty dollars, ten cents; exceeding twenty and 
not exceeding thirty dollars, fifteen cents; exceeding thirty 
and not exceeding forty dollars, twenty cents; exceeding 
forty dollars, twenty-five cents. 

SEC. 108. That the Postmaster-General shall supply Bla°ks foi m°-
* * ** ney-order offices. 

money-order offices with blank forms of application for 
money-orders, which each applicant shall fill up with his bl^glicant t0 fin 

name, the name and address of the party to whom the order 
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Forms for 
ney-orders. 

Money-orders 
not valid after one 
year. 

is to be paid, the amount, and the date of application; and 
bê eservedns t0 a ^ s u c n applications shall be preserved by the postmaster 

receiving them for such time as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe. 

SEC. 109. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish 
money-order offices with printed or engraved forms for money-

No order valid, orders, and no order shall be valid unless it be drawn upon 
unless, &c. 7 " 

such form. 
o.Sricteo0po^S" ^EC. 110# T n a t t n e postmaster issuing a money-order shall 
ter by mail. s e n d a notice thereof by mail, without delay, to the post­

master on whom it is drawn. 
SEC. 111. That no money-order shall be valid and pay­

able unless presented to the postmaster on whom it is drawn 
within one year after its date; but the Postmaster-General, 

HeuoT &cdery ia o n t n e aPPlic a t i°n °f the remitter or payee of any such order, 
may cause a new order to be issued in lieu thereof. 

ordefma/SdoSe S E 0 - 1 1 2- T h a t t h e P a ^ e e o f a money-order may, by his 
to any other per- written indorsement thereon, direct it to be paid to any 
son, who may re- ' * v 

theVreonheif & c
n e y °^ e r P e r s o n ' a n d the postmaster on whom it is drawn shall 

pay the same to the person thus designated, provided he 
shall furnish such proof as the Postmaster-General may 
prescribe that the indorsement is genuine, and that he is 

More than one the person empowered to receive payment; but more than 
indorsement ren- * v . ' 
ders order invalid, one indorsement shall render'an order invalid and not pay­

able, and the holder, to obtain payment, shall be required 
to apply in writing to the Postmaster-General for a new 'order 
in lieu thereof, returning the original order, and making such 
proof of the genuineness of the indorsements as the Post­
master-General may require. 

Money-orders s E C . 113. That after a money-order has been issued, 
may be changed v * > 

if the purchaser desires to have it modified or changed, the 
exacteTfee *° be postmaster who issued the order shall take it back and issue 

another in lieu of it,- for which a new fee shall be exacted. 
postmasterissu- SEC. 114. That the postmaster issuing a money-order shall 

shall repay, &c, repay the amount of it upon the application of the person 
who obtained it, and the return of the order, but the fee paid 
for it shall not be returned. 

inD
P
uiaceaof order S E 0 - 1 1 5 # T n a t whenever a money-order has been lost, the 

iost,&c. Postmaster-General, upon the application of the remitter 
or payee of such order, may cause a duplicate thereof to 
be issued, without charge, providing the party losing the 
original shall furnish a certificate from the postmaster by 
whom it was payable that it had not been, and would not 
thereafter be, paid^ and a similar certificate from the post­
master by whom it was issued that it had not been, and 
would not thereafter be, repaid. 
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SEC. 116. That any person who shall, with intent to de-. Penalty for forg-
* % ' mg, &c, a money-

fraud, falsely make, forge, counterfeit, engrave, or print, or order'; 
cause or procure to be falsely made, forged, counterfeited, 
engraved, or printed, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging, counterfeiting, engraving, or printing, any 
order in imitation of or purporting to be a money-order 
issued by the Post-Office Department, or any of its postmas­
ters or agents, or any material signature pr indorsement 
thereon; any person who shall falsely alter, or cause or pro- Forfaiseiyalter 
cure to be altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely alter- with intent to a* 
ing any such money-order; any person who shall, with intent 
to defraud, pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, 
or publish, as true, any such false, forged, counterfeited, or 
altered money-order, knowing the same, or any signature 
or indorsement thereon, to be false, forged, counterfeited, 
or altered, every such person shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned at 
hard labor for not less than two nor more than five years, 
and be fined not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

SEC. 117. That all payments and transfers to and from Payments and 
money-order offices shall be under the direction of the Post- from money-order 

" . offices. 
master-General. He may transfer money-order funds from 
one postmaster to another, and from the postal revenue to 
the money-order funds; and he may transfer money-order 
funds to creditors of the Department, to be replaced by 
equivalent transfers from the postal revenues. 

SEC. 118. That the Postmaster-General may transfer to w£™?8£rj25 
the postmaster at any money-order office, by warrant on the money-orders. 
Treasury, countersigned by the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department, and payable out of the postal revenues, such 
sum as may be required over and above the current revenues 
at his office to pay the money-orders drawn upon him. 

SEC. 119. That the Postmaster-General shall require each neyS°sS°f&r 
postmaster at a money-order office to render to the Post- jgjf ^required 
Office Department weekly, semi-weekly, or daily accounts 
of all money-orders issued and paid; of all fees received 
for issuing them ; of all transfers and payments made from 
money order funds; and of all money received to be used 
for the payment of money-orders or on account of money-
order business. 

SEC. 120. That the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart- Accounts of ao-
* ney-order business 

ment shall keep the accounts of the money-order businessto 'he kept sepa-
separately, and in such manner as to show the number and 
amount of money-orders issued at each office, the number 
and amount paid, the amount of fees received,, and all the 
expenses of the money-order business. 
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Money received 
for money-orders, 
&c, to be deein-
< d money-order 
tunds. 

Assistant treas­
urer to open an ac­
count of " money-
order funds." 

Misusing, &c, 
any money-order 
funds, or aiding 
therein, to be em­
bezzlement ; 

Penalty for. 

Failure to pay 
over, &c, to be 
prima-facie evi­
dence of embez­
zlement. 

In trials for, &c, 
transcript from, 
&c, to be prima 
facie evidence of 
balance against. 

Disbursing offi­
cers to issue du­
plicates of lost 
checks for, &c. 

SEC. 121. That all money received for the sale of money-
orders, including all fees thereon, all money transferred from 
the postal revenues to the money-order funds, all money 
transferred or paid from the money-order funds to the serv­
ice of the Post-Office Department, and all money-order 
funds transferred from one postmaster to another, shall be 
deemed and taken to be money-order funds and money in 
the Treasury of the United States. And it shall be the duty 
of the assistant treasurer of the United States to open, at 
the request of the Postmaster-General, an account of 
" money-order funds " deposited by postmasters to the credit 
of the Postmaster-General, and of drafts against the amount 
so deposited, drawn by him and countersigned by the 
Auditor. 

SEC. 122. That any postmaster, assistant, clerk, or other 
person employed in or connected with the business or opera­
tions of any money-order office who shall convert to his own 
use, in any way whatever, or loan, or deposit in any bank, 
or exchange for other funds, any portion of the money-order 
funds, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement; and any 
such person, as well as every other person advising or par­
ticipating therein, shall, on conviction thereof, for every 
such offense, be imprisoned for not less than six months nor 
more than ten years, and be fined in a sum equal to the 
amount embezzled; and any failure to pay over or produce 
any money-order funds intrusted to such person shall be 
taken to be prima-facie evidence of embezzlement; and upon 
the trial of any indictment against any person for such em­
bezzlement, it shall be prima-facie evidence of a balance 
against him to produce a transcript from the money-order 
account-books of the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart­
ment. But nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
prohibit any postmaster depositing, under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General, in a national bank designated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury.for that purpose, to his own 
credit as postmaster, any money-order or other funds in his 
charge, nor prevent his negotiating drafts or other evi­
dences of debt through such bank, or through United States 
disbursing officers, or otherwise, when instructed or re­
quired to do so by the Postmaster-General, for the purpose 
of remitting surplus money-order funds from one post-office 
to another, to be used in payment of money-orders. That 
disbursing officers of the United States shall be required to 
issue, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks drawn by them in 
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favor of any postmaster on account of money-order or other 
public funds received by them from some other postmaster. 

SEC. 123. That postmasters at money-order offices may be JSSS^JSSSfl 
allowed, as compensation for issuing and paying money- ™£er offices for, 
orders, not exceeding one-third of the whole amount of fees 
collected on orders issued, and one-fourth of one per centum 
on the gross amount of orders paid at their respective 
offices, provided such compensation, together with the post- Limit. 
master's salary, shall not exceed four thousand dollars per 
annum, except in the case of the postmaster at New York 
City, as hereinbefore provided. 

SEC. 124. That the Postmaster-General may pay out of jnSJjJHJi i 
the proceeds of the money-order business the cost of station- J^8"

order bU8i" 
ery and such incidental expenses as are necessary for the 
transaction of that business. 

SEC. 125. That the Postmaster-General may employ such af^n™.frte?ol 
an additional number of clerks at money-order offices asfice»; 
may be necessary for conducting the operations of the 
money-order system, who shall be paid out of the proceeds HowPaid-
of the money-order business. 

SEC. 42. # # * # # * 
And the Postmaster-General is hereby directed to cause to Re™nue from 

v money-order busi-
be placed to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States ne8S-
for the service of the Post-Office Department the net pro­
ceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of the 
Post-Office Department derived from this source during each 
quarter shall be entered by the Auditor of the Treasury for 
the Post-Office Department in the accounts of said De­
partment, under the head of u revenue from money-order 
business.'7 

SEC. 65. * * * * . * # 
And where an office shall be designated as a money-order Bond of Post-

I T . TI . . master at money-
office, the bond of the postmaster shall contain an additional order office to con-
condition for the faithful performance of all duties and obli- fui' performance, 
gations in connection with the money-order business. On 
the death, resignation, or removal of a postmaster, his 
bond shall be delivered to the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department. * * * * * 
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deemed, post-
roads ; 

Railways; 

C H A P T E R V I . 

POST-ROADS* 

be^abSdTc7 SEC* 6 1 , T n a t t n e Postmaster-General shall establish post-
offices at all such places on post-roads established by law as 
he may deem expedient, and he shall promptly certify such 
establishment to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 200. That all the waters of the United States shall 
be post-roads during the time the mail is carried thereon, 
as provided in section two hundred and nineteen. 

SEC. 201. That all railways and parts of railways which 
are now or hereafter may be put in operation are hereby 
declared to be post-roads. 

SEC. 202. That all canals during the time the mail is 
carried thereon are hereby declared to be post-roads. 

SEC. 203. That all plank-roads during the time the mail 
is carried thereon are hereby declared to be post-roads. 

SEC. 204. That the road on which the mail is carried to 
supply any court-house which may be without a mail, as 
provided in section two hundred and sixteen, and the road 
on which the mail is carried, under section two hundred and 
twenty-one, providing for extending the line of posts, shall, 
during the time such mail is carried thereon, be post-roads. 

Letter-carrier SEC. 205. That all letter-carrier routes established in any 
routes to be deem- , . . 
ed post-roads. city or town, for the collection and delivery of mail-matter 

by carriers, are hereby declared to be post-roads. 
if more than one SEC. 206. That when there is more than one road between 

road, which to b e , _ _ _ _ _ - , , - r ^ 
post-road. places designated by law for a post-road, the Postmaster-

General may direct which shall be considered the post-road. 
postmaster-Gen- SEC. 207. That the Postmaster-General may change the 

eral may change . . . . . . . 
terminus. terminus of post-roads connecting with or intersecting rail­

ways when the service can be thereby improved. 

Canals; 

Plank-roads. 

Road to supply 
court-house. 



4 1 

SEC. 208. That whenever, in the opinion of the Postmas- May discontinue 
7 r service on any 

ter General, the postal service cannot be safely continued, r°ad-
the revenues collected, or the laws maintained on any post-
road, he may discontinue the service on such road or any 
part thereof until the same can be safely restored. 

SEC. 215. That the Postmaster-General shall provide for rie
Mai

o^ ^ ^ J ; 
carrying the mail on all post-roads established by law, asroad*>h0W otten-
often as he, having due regard to productiveness and other 
circumstances, may think proper. 

SEC. 216. That the Postmaster-General shall cause a mail To be carried to 
court-house of anv 

to be carried from the nearest post-office on any established county without a 
post-road to the court-house of any county in the United 
States which is without a mail. 



C H A P T E R V I I . 

PROPOSALS AMI> CONTRACTS FOR CARRYING 
MAILS. 

T H E 

H ! i'i' 

Delinquencies, 
&c,of contractors, 
carriers, &c.,tobe 
reported. 

No postmaster, 
&c., to be a con­
tractor for carry­
ing mail. 

Postmaster-Gen­
eral may contract 
for carrying the 
mails on, &c; 

* ft 

I S 

<3 

SEC. 77. That postmasters shall promptly report to the 
Postmaster-General every delinquency, neglect, or malprac­
tice of the contractors, their agents, or carriers, which may 
come to their knowledge. 

SEC. 78. That no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or 
clerk employed in any post-office shall be a contractor or 
concerned in any contract for carrying the mail. 

SEC. 209. That the Postmaster-General may, when he 
deems it advisable, contract for the transportation of the 
mails to and from any post-office; but where such service 
is performed over a route not established by law, it shall be 
his duty to report the same to Congress at its meeting next 
thereafter, and said service shall cease at the end of the 
next session of Congress, unless said route is established a 
post-route by Congress. 

SEC. 210. That the Postmaster-General shall arrange the 
railway-routes on which the mail is carried, including those 
in which the service is partly by railway and partly by 
steamboat, into three classes, according to the size of the 
mails, the speed at which they are carried, and the fre­
quency and importance of the service, so that each railway 
company shall receive, as far as practicable, a proportionate 
and just rate of compensation, according to the service per­
formed. 

SEC. 211. That the pay for carrying the mail on any rail­
way of the first class shall not exceed three hundred dollars 
per mile per annum) on any railway of the second class i t 
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shall not exceed one hundred dollars per mile per annum ; 
and on any railway of the third class it shall not exceed Amended, ante, P.« 
fifty dollars per mile per annum ; but if one-half the service 
on any railway is required to be performed in the night­
time, the Postmaster-General may pay twenty-five per cent­
um in addition to the above maximum rates. 

SEC. 212. That if the Postmaster-General is unable t o e r ^
a s t / / p f r ^ 

contract for carrying the mail on any railway-route at a ^ " J J J ^ J *jjj 
compensation not exceeding the maximum rates herein pro- carrying, &c. 
vided, or for what he may deem a reasonable and fair com­
pensation, he may separate the letter-mail from the other 
mail, and contract, either with or without advertising, for 
carrying such letter-mail by horse-express or otherwise, at 
the greatest speed that can reasonably be obtained, and for 
carrying the other mail in wagons, or otherwise, at a slower 
rate of speed. 

SEC. 213. That every railway-company carrying the mail iDgaj1
h^aiirrt/o 

shall carry on any train which may run over its road, andc«^y âumaiiabi« 
without extra charge therefor, all mailable matter directed 
to be carried thereon, with the person in charge of the 
same. 

SEC. 214. That all railway-companies to which the United ^ ^ f to
Und" 

States have furnished aid by grant of lands, right of way, m a i l at Vhat 
• prices. 

or otherwise, shall carry the mail at such prices as Congress 
may by law provide; and, until such price is fixed by law, 
the Postmaster-General may fix the rate of compensation. 

SEC. 215. That the Postmaster-General shall provide for ^ ^ ^ y ^ 
carrying the mail on all post-roads established by law asroads-
often as he, having due regard to productiveness and other 
circumstances, may think proper. 

SEC. 210. That the Postmaster-General shall cause a mail ^ S J i S S f i y 
to be carried from the nearest post-office on any established °^r witnout a 

post-road to the court-house of any county in the United 
States which is without a mail. 

SEC. 217. That the Postmaster-General may contract for Man on naviga-
carrying the mail on the navigable canals of the several 
States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or conven­
ience requires it. 

SEC. 218. That the Postmaster-General may contract for on Piank-roads; 

carrying the mail on any plank-road in the United States, 
when the public interest or convenience requires it. 

SEC. 219. That the Postmaster-General may cause the in steamboats; 
mail to be carried in any steamboat or other vessel used as 
a packet on any of the waters of the United States. 

SEC. 220. That the Postmaster-General may, if he deem in steamships; 
it for the public interest, make contracts for any period not 
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exceeding one year, for carrying the mail in steamships be­
tween any of the ports of the United States. 

onTanyLtebh?heed S E C - 2 2 L T h a t t h e Postmaster-General may enter into 
route. contracts for extending the line of posts to supply mails to 

post-offices not on any established route, and, as a compen-
therefo?pensatlon sation for carrying the mail under such contracts, may allow 

not exceeding two-thirds of the salary paid to the postmas­
ter at such special offices. 

ceivinĝ &ĉ any ^EC. 227* T o a t a n v person concernedin carrying the mail, 
letter contrary to w u o s nal l collect, receive, or carry any letter or packet, or 

cause or procure the same to be done, contrary to law, shall, 
on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding fifty dollars. 

separate car- gECg 240. That when the amount of mail-matter to be car­nage of letter-mail 
may be provided r i ed on any mail-route is so great as to seriously retard the 
for, when, &c.; " ° * . 

progress or endanger the security of the letter-mail, or ma­
terially increase the cost of carriage at the ordinary rate of 
speed, the Postmaster-General may provide for the separate 
carriage of the letter-mail at the usual rate of speed ; but 

other mail not the other mail-matter shall not be delayed any more than 
necessarily76 " is absolutely necessary, having due regard to the cost of ex­

pedition and the means at his disposal for effecting the 
same. 

proposaisfor sECi# 243. That before making any contract for carrying 
carrying the 
mail to be adver- the mail, other than those hereinafter excepted, the Post-
tracts are maae; master-General shall give public notice by advertising once 

a week for six weeks in one or more, not exceeding five, 
newspapers published in the State or Territory where the 
service is to be performed, one of which shall be published 
at the seat of government of such State or Territory; and 

Advertisements such notice shall describe the route, the time at which the 
mail is to.be made up, the time at which it is to be deliv­
ered, and the frequency of the service; and the Postmaster-
General shall direct, by special order in each case, the news-

Newspapers, papers in which mail-lettings, or other proposals relative to 
the business of his Department, shall be advertised, and no 
publisher shall be paid for such advertisements without 
having been requested by the Postmaster-General to pub­
lish the same. 

proposals to be SEC. 244. That proposals for carrying the mail shall be 
sealed untiE &cP delivered sealed, and so kept until the bidding is closed, and 

when and how shall then be opened and marked in the presence of the 
epened. 

Postmaster-General, and one of the Assistant Postmasters-
General, or of two of the Assistant Postmasters-General, or 
of any other two officers of the Department, to be designated 

Bidders may by the Postmaster-General; and any bidder may withdraw 

how selected, &c. 

http://to.be
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his bid at any time before twenty-four hours previous to the Jjjftjjjĵ  b i d s ' 
time fixed for the opening of proposals, by serving upon the 
Postmaster-General, or the Second Assistant Postmaster-
General, notice in writing of such withdrawal. 

SEC. 245. That every proposal for carrying the mail sna^have
rop°written 

be accompanied by a written guarantee, signed by one or grantee that, 
more responsible persons, and undertaking that, within such 
time after the bid is accepted as the Postmaster-General 
may prescribe, the bidder will enter into an obligation, with 
good and sufficient sureties, to perforin the service proposed; J ^ Y 0 without 
and no proposals shall be considered unless accompanied &c-
by such guarantee. 

SEC. 246. That each bid for carrving the mail shall here- îdto have oath 
J ° « of bidder affixed, 

after have affixed to it the oath of the bidder, taken before that> &c-
an officer qualified to administer oaths, that he has the abil­
ity pecuniarily to fulfill his obligations, and that the bid is 
made in good faith and with the intention to enter into 
contract and perform the service, in case his bid shall be 
accepted; and that the signatures of his guarantors are 
genuine, and that he believes said guarantors pecuniarily 
responsible for and able to pay all damages the United 
States shall suffer by reason of the bidder's failing to perform 
his obligations as such bidder. 

SEC. 247. That any postmaster or other officer of the Post- Penalty upon 
v x postmaster, &c.. 

Office Department who shall affix his signature to the cer- for certifying to 
tificate of sufficiency of guarantors or sureties before the guarantors, &c., 

focfort? <fcc 
guarantee or contract is signed by the guarantors or sureties, 
or shall knowingly make any false or illusory certificate, 
shall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, 
be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both. 

SEC. 248. That the Postmaster-General shall have re- Abstract of pro-
posals for carrying 

corded, in a book to be kept for that purpose, a true and the mails to be re-
faithful abstract of all proposals made to him for carrying 
the mail, giving the name of the party offering, the terms 
of the offer, the sum to be paid, and the time the contract 
is to continue; and he shall put on file and preserve the 
originals of all such proposals. 

SEC. 249. That all contracts for carrying the mail shall be . contracts for, 
w & &c, to be in name 

in the name of the United States, and shall be awarded tog' ,the united 
7 States, and award-

the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees for faith-®* to
&

lowest bid' 
ful performance, without other reference to the mode of '• 
transportation than may be necessary to provide for the due 
celerity, certainty, and security thereof; but the Postmaster-General shall not be bound to consider the bid of any per-
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Bids of certain 
persons not to be 
considered. 

Contracts for 
carrying the mail 
not to be made 
with certain per­
sons. 

Penalties. 

Contracts to be 
made with next 
lowest bidder, 
when, &c.,if, &c. 

Regular con­
tracts to be con­
tinued in force six 
months, &c. 

Certain con­
tracts made with­
out advertisement. 

Difference 1 n 
price to be charged 
to failing bidder. 

Action to accrue 
to United States. 

son who has willfully or negligently failed to perform a for­
mer contract. 

SEC. 250. That no contract for carrying the mail shall be 
made with any person who has entered, or proposed to 
enter, into any combination to prevent the making of any 
bid for carrying the mail, or who has made any agreement, or 
given or performed, or promised to give or perform, any con­
sideration whatever to induce any other person not to bid 
for any such contract; and if any person so offending is a 
contractor for carrying the mail, his contract may be an­
nulled ; and for the first offense the person so offending shall 
be disqualified to contract for carcying the mail for five years, 
and for the second offense shall be forever disqualified. 

SEC. 251. That after any regular bidder or contractor for 
the transportation of the mail upon any route shall have 
failed to enter into contract, and commence the performance 
thereof as herein provided, the Postmaster-General shall 
proceed to contract with the next lowest bidder for such 
service, who will enter into a contract and perform the same, 
unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such bid too 
high, in which case he shall re-advertise such service. And 
in all cases of regular contracts hereafter made the contract 
may, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, be con­
tinued in force beyond its express terms for a period not ex­
ceeding six months, until a new contract with the same or 
other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster-General. 
The Postmaster-General may contract, without advertise­
ment, for a period not to exceed twelve months, for the car­
riage of the mail on such route during the time that shall 
necessarily elapse between the failure of either of the ac­
cepted bidders to enter into a contract and the time when 
the next accepted bidder under the old or a new advertise­
ment shall enter upon his contract; and the difference be­
tween the price proposed in the accepted bid and that paid 
for intermediate service shall be charged to the failing bid­
der or bidders, and may be recovered in the name of the 
United States for the use of the Post-Office Department, 
in an action on the case. And when the contract shall be 
made and concluded, the difference between the accepted 
bid of the failing bidders and the amount payable under 
the contract for the service of two years shall be forthwith 
charged against the failing bidder or bidders; and an action 
for such sum in the nature of liquidated damages shall ac­
crue to the United States for the use of the Post-Office De­
partment immediately upon the execution of the final con-
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tract. And both causes of action mentioned in this section 
may be joined in one suit. 

SEC. 252. That no bidder for carrying the mails shall be be
B f̂e

e™ed
no*rô  

released from his obligation under his bid or proposal, not- obligations until, 
withstanding an award made to a lower bidder, until a con­
tract for the designated service shall have been duly exe­
cuted by such lower bidder and his sureties, and accepted, 
and the service entered upon by the contractor to the satis­
faction of the Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 253. That hereafter all bidders upon every mail-route ^P01*0 j5 r * * ln 

r a routes bid to be 
for the transportation of the mails upon the same, where accompanied with 

* x ' certified check, 
the annual compensation for the service on such route at *©•• 
the time exceeds the sum of five thousand dollars, shall ac­
company their bids with a certified check or draft, payable 
to the order of the Postmaster-General, upon some solvent 
national bank, which check or draft shall not be less than 
five per centum on the amount of the annual pay on said 
route at the time such bid is made; and in case of new serv- J^i^* * new 

ice, not less than five per centum of the amount of one 
year's pay proposed in such bid, if* the bid exceed five thou­
sand dollars per annum. In case any bidder, on being to^forfeuSdf? 
awarded any such contract, shall fail to execute the same,&c* 
with good and sufficient sureties, according to the terms on 
which such bid was made and accepted, and enter upon the 
performance of the service to the satisfaction of the Post­
master-General, such bidder shall forfeit the amount so de­
posited to the United States, and the same shall forthwith 
be paid into the Treasury for the use of the Post-office De­
partment ; but if such contract shall be duly executed and tumedlV &«.e re 

the service entered upon as aforesaid, such draft or check 
so deposited shall be returned to the bidder. 

SEC. 254. That any person or persons bidding for the. Bidders receiv-
" A " ° ing an award of 

transportation of the mails upon any route which may be contract and 
r x * c wrongfully refus-

advertised to be let, and receiving an award of the contracting to enter into 
contract to be 

for such service, who shall wrongfully refuse or fail to enter guilty of, &c; 

into contract with the Postmaster-General in due form, and 
perform the service described in his or their bid or proposal, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on convic­
tion thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding five thou­
sand dollars and by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
twelve months. 

SEC. 255. That the Postmaster General, whenever he may 
deem it consistent with the public interest, may accept new 
surety upon any contract existing or hereafter made for 
carrying the mails, in substitution for and release of any 
existing surety. 

Penalty for. 

New surety 
may be accepted. 
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el 

Contracts fb r 
carrying the mail 
not to be made for 
longer time than, 
&c. 

If route is not 
advertised for reg­
ular letting, same 
to be advertised, 
&c. 

Notice of change 
of terms of exist­
ing contracts. 

No pay for car­
rying mail until 
contract is e x e -
cuted. 

Pay for addi­
tional service. 

Extra allowance 
for increased 
speed in carrying 
mail not to be al­
lowed, unless, &c. 

Duplicates o f 
contracts for Au­
ditor. 

SEC. 256. That no contract for carrying the mail shall be 
made for a longer term than four years, and no contract for 
carrying the mail on the sea shall be made for a longer term 
than two years. 

SEC. 257. That whenever, by reason of any error, omis­
sion, or other cause, any route which should properly be 
advertised for the regular letting is omitted, it shall be the 
duty of the Postmaster-General to advertise the same as 
soon as the error or omission shall be discovered, and the 
proposals for such route shall be opened as soon as possible 
after the other proposals in the same contract section; and 
the contract made under such supplementary advertisement 
shall run, as nearly as possible, from the beginning to the 
end of the regular contract term, and, during the time nec­
essarily lost by reason of such error, omission or other 
cause, the Postmaster-General shall provide for the carry­
ing of the mail on such route at as low rate as possible, 
without advertising. 

SEC. 258. That whenever it becomes necessary to change 
the terms of an existing eontract for carrying the mail other­
wise than as provided in sections two hundred and sixty and 
two hundred and sixty-one, notice thereof shall be given and 
proceedings had thereon the same as at the letting of orig 
inal contracts. 

SEC. 259. That no person whose bid for carrying the mail 
is accepted shall receive any pay until he has executed his 
contract according to law and the regulations of the De­
partment. 

SEC. 260. That compensation for additional service in car-
carrying the mail, shall not be in excess of the exact pro­
portion which the original compensation bears to the orig­
inal service; and when any such additional service is ordered 
the sum to be allowed therefor shall be expressed in the 
order, and entered upon the books of the Department; and 
no compensation shall be paid for any additional regular 
service rendered before the issuing of such order. 

SEC. 261. That no extra allowance shall be made for any 
increase of expedition in carrying the mail unless thereby 
the employment of additional stock and carriers is made 
necessary, and in such case the additional compensation 
shall bear no greater proportion to the additional stock and 
carriers necessarily employed than the compensation in the 
original contract bears to the stock and carriers necessarily 
employed in its execution. 

SEC. 262. That the Postmaster-General shall deliver to 
the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, within sixty 

1 
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days after the making of any contract for carrying the mail, 
a duplicate copy thereof. 

SEC. 263. That the Postmaster-General, after advertising contracts for 
for proposals, may enter into contracts or make suitable Srougif foreign 
arrangements for transporting the mail through any foreigncoun ry' 
country, between any two points in the United States, and 
such transportation shall be by the speediest, safest, and 
most economical route; and all contracts therefor may be 
revoked whenever any new road or canal shall be opened* 
affording a speedier, more economical, and equally safe trans­
portation between the same points : but in case of the rev- in case of revo-

. . , cation a fair in-
ocation of any such contract, a fair indemnity shall be demnity to be ai-
awarded to the contractor. 

SEC. 264. That the Postmaster-General may contract with contracts with 
. owners of steam-

the owner or master of any steamboat plying upon the wa- boat§,&c.f for car­
ters of the United States, or of any steamship or other ves­
sel plying between ports of the United States, for carrying 
the mail for any length of time less than four years, and 
without advertising for proposals therefor, whenever the 
public interest and convenience will thereby be promoted; 
but the price paid for such service shall in no case be greater price; 

than the average price paid under the last preceding or then 
existing regular contract on the same route. 

SEC, 265. That the Postmaster-General may enter into with railroad 
contracts for carrying the mail, with railway companies,companie8' 
without advertising for bids therefor; and the Postmaster-
General may allow any railroad company with whom he 
may contract for the carrying of the United States mail, 
and who furnish railway post-office cars for the transporta­
tion of the mail, such additional compensation beyond that Additional com-
now allowed by law' as he may think fit, not exceeding,pen8a lon" 
however, fifty per centum of the said rates. 

SEC. 266. That the Postmaster-General may make deduc- Deductions from 
tions from the pay of contractors for failures to perform £?/ faUurê aad 
service according to contract, and impose fines upon them quencie°r 

for other delinquencies. He may deduct the price of the 
trip in all cases where the trip is not performed • and not 
exceeding three times the price if the failure be occasioned 
by the fault of the contractor or carrier. 

SEC. 2-71. That no contractor for transporting the mail contracts not 
A to be assigned. 

within or between the United States and any foreign coun­
try shall assign or transfer his contract, and all such assign­
ments or transfers shall be null and void. 

4 P c 
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C H A P T E R V I I I . 

P R I V A T E E X P R E S S E S , 

Establishment of SEC. 228. That no person shall establish any private ex-
private expresses „ ,. o i ., i x • 
tor carrying letters press for the conveyance of letters or packets, or m any 

manner cause or provide for the conveyance of the same by 
regular trips or at stated periods, over any post-route which 
is or may be established by law, or from any city, town, or 
place to any other city, town, or place between which the 

Penalty. mail is regularly carried; and every person so offending, 
or aiding or assisting therein, shall, for each offense, forfeit 
and pay one hundred and fifty dollars. 

penalty upon SEC. 229. That the owner of every stage-coach, railway -
ownersot vehicles, 
&e, for knowing- car, steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel, which shall, with 
ly conveying any ' • i -i • j. «xi 
person acting as a the knowledge of any owner, in whole or in part, or with 
private express for . ' . conveyance of let-the knowledge or connivance of the driver, conductor, mas­ters and packets. • . 

ter, or other person having charge of the same, convey any 
person acting or employed as a private express for the con­
veyance of letters or packets, and actually in possession of 
the same for the purpose of conveying them contrary to the 
spirit, true intent, and meaning of this law, shall, for every 
such offense, forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dollars. 

penalty upon SEC. 230. That no person shall transmit by private ex-persons transmit- ' ' 
ting,&c.,anyietter press or other unlawful means, or deliver to any agent ot 
vate express pn" such unlawful express, or deposit, or cause to be deposited, 

at any appointed place, for the purpose of being trans­
mitted, any letter or packet, and for every such offense 
the party so offending shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. 

ivnaity upon SEC. 231. That no stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or 
^cTes?orCcIrr̂  other vehicle or vessel which regularly performs trips at 
S^bemaHany^ stated periods on any post-route, or from any city, town, 
ter, set. o r p ] a c e i0 a n v 0ther city, town, or place between which the 

mail is regularly carried, shall carry, otherwise than in the 
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mail, any letters or packets, except such as relate to some 
part of the cargo of such steamboat or other vessel, or to 
some article carried at the same time by the same stage­
coach, railway-car, or other vehicle, except as provided in 
section two hundred and thirty-nine; and for every such 
offense the owner of the stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, 
or other vehicle or vessel shall forfeit and pay one hundred 
dollars; and the driver, conductor, master, or other person 
having charge thereof, and not at the time owner of the 
whole or any part thereof, shall in like manner forfeit and 
pay for every such offense fifty dollars. 

SEC. 232. That no person shall carry any letter or packet Penalty for car-
on board any vessel which carries the mail otherwise than except in the maiil 

, ., . . -. T . ,. , , -, , -. on any vessel that 
in such mail, except as provided in section two hundred and carries the man. 
thirty-nine; and for every such offense the party offending 
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. 

SEC. 233. That no vessel departing from the United States ._ vessels leaving 
* ° the United States 

for any foreign port shall receive on board or convey any for a foreign port 
* . . « \--r • -. « • ^ not to receive cer-

letter or packet originating in the United States which has tain letters on 
board 

not been regularly received from the post-office at the port 
of departure, and which does not relate to the cargo of said 
vessel, except as provided in section two hundred and thirty-
nine ; and every collector, or other officer of the port em­
powered to grant clearances, shall require from the master 
of such vessel, as a condition of clearance, an oath or affir­
mation that he has not received on board, has not under his 
care or control, and will not receive or convey any letter or 
packet contrary to the provisions of this section. 

SEC. 234. That no vessel arriving within any port or col- vessels arriving, 
lection-district of the United States shall be allowed to make tniiynnmM^et-
entry or break bulk until all letters on board are delivered ^^a^near6-
at the nearest post-office, and the master thereof has signed estP°8toffice-
and sworn to the following declaration, before the collector 
or other proper customs-officer: 

" I , A. B., master of the , arriving from , and swom deciara-
now lying in the port of , do solemnly swear (or affirm)tl0a 

that I have, to the best of my knowledge and belief, deliv­
ered, at the post-office at i—, every letter, and every 
bag, packet, or parcel of letters, which were on board the 
said vessel during her last voyage, or which were in my 
possession or under my power or control." 

And any master who shall break bulk before he has de- penalty. 
livered such letters shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for every such offense, one-
tialf to the officer making the seizure, and the other to the 
ise of the United States. 
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Special agents, 
when instructed, 
and collectors to 
search vessels for 
letters. 

Special agents 
may seize letters, 
bags, &c, carried 
contrary TO law on 
any vessel or post-
route. 

Packages, &c, 
seized, to be for­
feited. 

Proceedings to 
enforce forfeiture. 

Transmission of 
letters by private 
hands, &c, not 
prohibited. 

Letters inclosed 
in stamped envel­
opes, «fec, may be 
sent otherwise 
than by mail. 

This section may 
be suspended. 

SEC. 235. That any special agent of the Post-Office De­
partment, when instructed by the Postmaster-General to 
make examinations and seizures, and the collector or other 
customs-officer of any port without special instructions, shall 
carefully search all vessels for letters which may be on 
board or which have been conveyed contrary to law. 

SEC. 236. That any special agent of the Post-Office De­
partment, collector, or other customs-officer, or United States 
marshal or his deputy, may at all times seize all letters and 
bags, packets or parcels, containing letters which are being 
carried contrary to law on board any vessel or on any post-
route, and convey the same to the nearest post-office, or 
may, by the direction of the Postmaster-General or Secre­
tary of the Treasury, detain them until two months after 
the final determination of all suits and proceedings which 
may, at any time within six months after such seizure, be 
brought against any person for sending or carrying such let­
ters. 

SEC. 237. That every package or parcel seized by any spe­
cial agent of the Post-Office Department, collector, or other 
customs-officer, or United States marshal or his deputies, in 
which any letter is unlawfully concealed, shall be forfeited 
to the United States, and the same proceedings may be had 
to enforce the forfeiture as are authorized in respect to 
goods, wares, and merchandise forfeited for violation of 
the revenue laws; and all laws for the benefit and protec­
tion of customs:officers making seizures for violating said 
revenue laws shall apply to officers making seizures for 
violating the postal laws. 

SEC. 238. That nothing herein contained shall be con­
strued to prohibit the conveyance or transmission of let­
ters or packets by private hands without compensation, or 
by special messenger employed for the particular occasion 
only. 

SEC. 239. That all letters inclosed in stamped envelopes 
(the postage-stamp in every case being of a denomination 
sufficient to cover the postage that would be chargeable 
thereon if the same were sent by mail) may be sent, con­
veyed, and delivered otherwise than by mail, provided such 
envelope shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so that 
the letter cannot be taken therefrom without defacing the 
envelope, and the date of the letter or of the transmission 
or receipt thereof shall be written or stamped upon the en­
velope. But the Postmaster-General may suspend the oper­
ation of this section upon any mail-route where the public 
interest may require such suspension. 



C H A P T E R I X . 

S H I P ANI> STEAMBOAT LETTERS. 

SEC. 166. That all letters conveyed by vessels not regu­
larly employed in carrying the mail shall, if for delivery 
within the United States, be rated with double postage, to 
cover the fee paid to the vessel. 

SEC. 222. That the master of any vessel of the United 
States, bound from any port therein to any foreign port, or 
from any foreign port to any port of the United States, 
shall, before clearance, receive on board and securely con­
vey all such mails as the Post-Office Department, or any 
diplomatic or consular officer of the United States abroad, 
shall offer; and he shall promptly deliver the same, on ar­
riving at the port of destination, to the proper officer, for 
which he shall receive two cents for every letter so deliv­
ered ; and upon the entry of every such vessel returning 
from any foreign port, the master thereof shall make oath 
or affirmation that he has promptly delivered all the mail 
placed on board said vessel before clearance from the United 
States; and if he shall fail to make such oath or affirmation, 
the said vessel shall not be entitled to the privileges of a 
vessel of the United States. 

SEC. 223. That the master of any steamboat passing be­
tween ports or places in the United States, and arriving at 
any such port or place where there is a post-office, shall de­
liver to the postmaster, within three hours after his arrival, 
if in the day-time, and if at night, within two hours after 
the next sunrise, all letters and packets brought by him, 
or within his power or control and not relating to the cargo, 
addressed to or destined for such port or place, for which he 

Letters by ves­
sels not regularly 
employed to pay 
double postage. 

Masters of United 
States vessels 
bound to foreign 
ports to receive 
any mails on board 
and deliver same. 

Duty of master 
upon entry of ves­
sel from foreign 
port. 

Masters of steam­
boats passing, &c, 
to deliver at post-
office all letters, 
&c, within what 
time. 
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Shan receive two shall receive from the postmaster two cents for each letter 
cents for cticli lot-

ter. or packet so delivered, unless the same is carried under a 
Penalty. contract for carrying the mail; and for every failure to so 

deliver such letters and packets, the master or owner of said 
steamboat shall forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dol­
lars. 

payment for SEC. 224. That the Postmaster-General may pay, to the 
^vSnotreg- master or owner of any vessel not regularly employed in 

carrying the mail, two cents for each letter carried by such 
vessel between ports or places in the United States, or 
from any foreign port to any port in the United States; but 
all such letters shall be deposited in the post-office at the 
port of arrival. 

I 

J if I 
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C H A P T E R X. 

F O R E I G N M A I L S . 

SEC. 20. That the Postmaster-General shall transmit a Postmaster-Gen-
copy of each postal convention concluded with foreign gov- of Vstai conven-
ernments to the Secretary of State, who shall furnish a copy of state, &c.e ary 

of the same to the Congressional Printer, for publication; 
and the printed proof-sheets of all such conventions shall be 
revised at the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 36. That the Postmaster-General may establish resi- Resident maii-
dent mail-agencies at the ports of Panama and Aspinwall, ma, Aspinwaii, 
(New Granada,) Havana, (Cuba,) and Saint Thomas, and Thomas! &c.ain 

such other foreign ports at which United States mail-steam­
ers touch to land and receive mails, as may in his judgment 
promote the efficiency of the foreign mail service; and may 
pay the agents employed by him at such ports out of the 
appropriation for transportation of the mail a reasonable pay for services 
compensation for their services and the necessary expenses and expen8es-
for office-rent, clerk-hire, office-furniture, and other inci­
dentals, to be allowed him at each of such agencies. 

SEC. 37. That the Postmaster-General may appoint an Man-agents in 
st ©timers GD routes 

agent in charge of the mail on board of each of the mail-between san 
,, , f< T, . T ..Francisco, Japan, 

steamers on the routes between San Francisco, Japan, and and china. 
China, between San Francisco and Honolulu, (Hawaiian 
islands,) and New York to Eio Janeiro, who shall be allowed salary. 
out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail an 
annual salary of two thousand dollars each. 

SEC. 38. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in General pottai 
connection with the mail steamship service to Japan andnai, or, &c., with 
China, a general postal agency at Shanghai, China, or at 
Yokohama, Japan, with such branch agencies at any other 
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ports in China and Japan as he shall deem necessary for 
the prompt and efficient management of the postal service 

pay for service in those countries, and he may pay the postal agents em-
and expenses. p]0yed thereat a reasonable compensation for their services, 

in addition to the necessary expenses for rent, furniture, 
clerk-hire, and incidental expenses. 

offices exchang-. SEC. 135. That the Postmaster-General shall furnish to' 
ing foreign mails . . a 

to be furnished the post-offices exchanging mails with foreign countries, and 
with postal bal- , , -, ;. , 
auces, denomina- to such other offices as he may deem expedient, postal bal­

ances denominated in grams of the metric system, fifteen 
grams of which shall be the equivalent, for postal purposes, 
of one-half ounce avoirdupois, and so on in progression. 

Rates of postage SEC. 165. That the rate of United States postage on mail-
on letters news-

papers, &c., to or matter sent to or received from foreign countries with which 
trk?. °,eigricoun" different rates have not been established by postal conven­

tion or other arrangement, when forwarded by vessels regu­
larly employed in transporting the mail, shall be ten cents 
for each half-ounce or fraction thereof on letters, unless re­
duced by order of the Postmaster-General; two cents each 

* oil newspapers; and not exceeding two cents per each two 
ounces, or fraction thereof, on pamphlets, periodicals, books, 
and other printed matter, which postage shall be prepared 

unpaid postage [prepaid] on matter sent and collected on matter received; 
on matter re - a n c j t o av0\(\ .ioss to the United States in the payment of bal-
ceived, to be col- * ** 
it?<? atadart or a n c e s ? *n e Postmaster-General may collect the unpaid postage 

on letters from foreign countries in coin or its equivalent. 
postmaster-Gen- SEC. 167. That for the purpose of making better postal 

eral may make <=> A 
treaties or postal arrangements with foreign countries, or to counteract their 
conventions. , ' 

adverse measures affecting our postal intercourse with them, 
the Postmaster-General, by and with the advice and consent 
of the President, may negotiate and conclude postal treat­
ies or conventions, and may reduce or increase the rates of 
postage on mail-matter conveyed between the United States 
and foreign countries. 

SEC. 197. That the action of the Post-Office Department 
respecting foreign dead-letters shall be subject to conven­
tional stipulations with the respective foreign administra­
tions. 

SEC. 267. That the Postmaster-General may, after adver­
tising for proposals, enter into contracts for the transporta­
tion of the mail between the United States and any foreign 
country whenever the public interests will thereby be pro­
moted. 

SEC. 268. That the mail between the United States and 
any foreign port, or between ports of the United States 
touching at a foreign port, shall be transported in steam-

Foreign 
letters. 

Transportation 
of foreign mails; 

To be in steam­
ships ; 

I i \ 

I V 
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ships, but the Postmaster-General may have such transpor­
tation performed by sailing-vessels when the service can be when in sailing-
facilitated thereby. 

SEC. 269. That for transporting the mail between the compensation 
United States and any foreign port, or between ports of thetherefor-
United States touching at a foreign port, the Postmaster-
General may allow as compensation, if by a United States 
steamship, any sum not exceeding the sea and United States 
inland postage, and if by a foreign steamship pr by a sail­
ing-vessel, any sum not exceeding the sea postage, on the 
mail so transported. 

SEC. 270. That the Postmaster-General may impose fines t^T
9 upon con* 

on contractors for transporting the mail between the United 
States and any foreign country, for any unreasonable or 
unnecessary delay in the departure of such mail, or the per­
formance of the trip; but the fine for any one default shall 
not exceed one-half the contract price for the trip. 

SEC. 271. That no contractor for transporting the mail contracts not to 
1 ° be assigned ; 

within or between the United States and any foreign country 
shall assign or transfer his contract, and all such assign­
ments or transfers shall be null and void. 

SEC. 272. That every contract for transporting the mail May be termi-
between the United States and any foreign country shall &£.ed } CongrebS' 
contain, besides the usual stipulation for the right of the 
Postmaster-General to discontinue the same, the further 
stipulation that it may be terminated by Congress. 

SEC. 273. That the Postmaster-General may, by and with Mans of Canada 
the advice and consent of the President, make any arrange- county amaymbf 
ments which may be deemed just and expedient for allow- leS^yofUrdted 
ing the mails of Canada, or any other country adjoining roS^S^trtTi! 
the United States, to be transported over the territory oflegeisgranted; 
the United States from one point in such country to any 
other point in the same, at the expense of the country 
to which the mail belongs, upon obtaining a like privilege 
for the transportation of the United States mail through 
the country to which the privilege is granted; but such 
privilege may at any time be annulled by the President or priViiegemaybe 
Congress from and after one month succeeding the day on annulled b^ &c-
which notice of the act of the President or Congress is 
given to the chief executive or head of the post office de­
partment of the country whose privilege is to be annulled. 

SEC. 274. That every foreign mail shall, while being trans- Foreign mails 
ported across the territory of the United States under the ^TbeTXed 
provisions of the preceding section, be deemed and taken 25taJeio **»*••! 
to be a mail of the United States, so far as to make any &c-
violation thereof, or depredation thereon, or offense in re-
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spect thereto, or any part thereof, an offense of the same 
grade, and punishable in the same manner and to the same 
extent as though the said mail was a mail of the United 
States; and in any indictment for any such offense, the said 
mail, or any part thereof, may be alleged to be, and on the 
trial of any such indictment it shall be deemed and held to 
be, a mail or part of a mail of the United States. 

SEC. 275. That the Postmaster-General or the Secretary 
of State is hereby authorized to empower the consuls of the 
United States to pay the foreign postage on such letters 
destined for the United States as may be detained at the 
ports of foreign countries for the non-payment of postage, 
which postage shall be by the consul marked as paid by 
him, and the amount thereof shall be collected in the United 
States as other postage, on the delivery of the letters, and 
repaid to said consul, or credited on his account at the State 
Department. 

SEC. 276. That the Postmaster-General, under the direc­
tion of the President of the United States, is hereby author- * 
ized and empowered to charge upon, and collect from, all 
letters and other mailable matter carried to or from any 
port of the United States, in any foreign packet-ship or other 
vessel, the same rate or rates of charge for American post­
age which the government to which such foreign packet or 
other vessel belongs imposes upon letters and other maila­
ble matter conveyed to or from such foreign country in 
American packets or other vessels as the postage of such 
government, and at any time to revoke the same; and it 
shall be the duty of all custom-house officers and other 
United States agents designated or appointed for that pur­
pose to enforce or carry into effect the foregoing provision, 
and to aid or assist in the collection of such postage; and 
to that end it shall be lawful for such officers and agents, 
on suspicion of fraud, to open and examine, in the presence 
of two or more respectable persons, being citizens of the 
United States, any package or packages supposed to con­
tain mailable matter found on board such packets or other 
vessels or elsewhere, and to prevent, if necessary, such 
packets or other vessels from entering, breaking bulk, or 
making clearance until such letters or other mailable matter 
are duly delivered into the United States post-office. 

SEC. 277. That all letters or other mailable matter con­
veyed to or from any part of the United States by any for­
eign packet or ship, except such sealed letters relating to 
said ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo thereof as may 
be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or consignees, 

1 
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of said ship or other vessel, shall be so subject to postage 
charge as aforesaid, whether addressed to any person in 
the United States or elsewhere, provided it is done by the 
packet or other ship of a foreign country imposing postage 
on letters or mailable matter conveyed to or from such 
country by any packet or other ship of the United States; 
and such letters or other mailable matter carried in foreign, su<* man-mat-

0 ter to be delivered 
packet-ships or other vessels, except such unsealed letters ^ and taken from 
1 r ' *? . tne united States 
relating to the ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo there- post-office. 
of, as may be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or 
consignees, as aforesaid, are hereby required to be delivered 
into the United States post-office by the master or command­
ers of all such packets or other vessels when arriving, and 
to be taken from a United States post-office when departing, 
and the postage paid thereon justly chargeable by this act; 
and for refusing or failing to do so, or for conveying said 
letters or any letters intended to be conveyed in any snip ur^aity for faii-
or vessel of such foreign country over or across the United 
States, or any portion thereof, the party offending shall, on 
conviction, forfeit and pay not exceeding one thousand dol­
lars for each offense. 



C H A P T E R X I . 

IJETTER-CARKIERS Altfl> BRANCH-OFFICES. 

fo?f̂ erde*ivee™ ^ E a 92# T n a t tetter-carriers shall be employed for the 
whatai\matter'in ̂ r e e delivery °f mail-matter, as frequently as the public con­

venience may require, at every place containing a popula­
tion of fifty thousand within the delivery of its post-office, 
and at such other places as the Postmaster-General may 
direct. 

Their salary, SEC. 93. That the salary of letter-carriers shall be fixed 
by the Postmaster-General, and shall not exceed eight hun­
dred dollars per annum; but on satisfactory evidence of 
diligence, fidelity, and experience, he may increase their 
salary to any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars per 

in san Francis- annum; and in San Francisco, California, he may pay such 
additional salaries to carriers as will secure the services of 

* competent persons. 
SEC. 94. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe a 

uniform dress to be worn by letter-carriers, and any .per­
son not connected with the letter-carrier branch of the 
postal service who shall wear the uniform which may be 
prescribed shall-be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 

Penalty f or conviction thereof, for every such offense shall be fined not 
roetaautSoriz6d.hen more than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more than 

six months, or both, at the discretion of the court. 
Receiving-boxes SEC. 95. That the Postmaster-General may establish, in 

matte??11*0 "places where letter-carriers are employed, and also in other 
places where, in his judgment, the public convenience re­
quires it, receiving-boxes, for the deposit of mail-matter, 

thSe°from.ctions a n ( i s n a 1 1 cause the matter deposited therein to be collected 
as often as public convenience may require. 

Uniform 
worn by 
carriers; 

to be 
letter-
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For assaulting 
letter-carrier when 
in uniform. 

SEC. 96. That any person who shall willfully and malici-.^1111^^0^-
ously injure, tear down, or destroy, any letter-box, pillar- ms> &c*. "5* re" 
box, or other receptacle established by the Postmaster-«of man-matter; 
General for the safe deposit of matter for the mail or for 
delivery, or who shall willfully and maliciously assault any 
letter-carrier, when in uniform, while engaged on his route 
in the discharge of his duty as a letter-carrier, and any per­
son who shall willfully aid or assist therein, shall, on con­
viction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
less than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, 
or be imprisoned not less than one nor more than three years, 
according to the circumstances and aggravation of the 
offense. 

SEC. 97. That each letter-carrier shall give bonds, with Letter-carriers 
sureties, to be approved by the Postmaster-General, for the surftlees.b0nd Wlth 

safe custody and delivery of all mail-matter, and the faith­
ful account and payment of all money received by him. 

SEC. 98. That the Postmaster-General, wjien the public Branch post-of-
convenience requires it, may establish within any post-office 
delivery one or more branch offices, for the receipt and de­
livery of mail matter and the sale of stamps and envelopes; 
and he shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the gov­
ernment thereof. Bat no letter shall be sent for delivery to Letters not to bo • 
any branch office contrary to the request of the party to lTvery, if7&c.r 

whom it is addressed. 
SEC. 99. That the rate of postage on newspapers, except- Postage on 

, u i j . i . i- • • I , newspapers and 
mg weeklies, periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weight, periodicals. 
and circulars when the same are deposited in a letter-carrier 
office for delivery by the office or its carriers, shall be uni­
form at one cent each; but periodicals weighing more than 
two ounces shall be subject to a postage of two cents each, 
and these rates shall be prepaid by stamps. 

SEC. 100. That no extra postage or carriers7 fees shall be No extra po*t-
•i i age' &c,> on mat* 

charged or collected upon any mail-matter collected or de- ter by carrier*. 
livered by carriers. 

SEC. 101. That all expenses of letter-carriers, branch Expenses of 
offices, and receiving-boxes, or incident thereto, shall be branch*fficX,liid 
kept and reported in a separate aqcount, and shall be shown r

t*beke^tln^pi 
in comparison with the proceeds from postage on local mail-rate accounts' &c-
matter at each office, and the Postmaster-General shall be 
guided in the expenditures for this branch of the service by 
the income derived therefrom. 

SEC. 157. That letters commonly known as drop or local 
letters, delivered through the post-office or its carriers, shall 
be charged with postage at the rate of two cents where the 
system of free delivery is established, and' one cent where 
such system is not established, for each half-ounce or frac­
tion thereof. 

Drop 
letters. 

local 



C H A P T E R X I I . 

IS M A I L A B L E M A T T E R . 

mrttrernreemain1ng S E G- 59- T h a t t h e Postmaster-General may provide, by 
in any post-office, regulations, for the disposition of printed and mailable mat-how disposed of. ° ' x x 

ter which may remain in aiiy post-office, or in the Depart­
ment, not called for by the party addressed ; but if the pub­
lisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other 
periodical shall pay the postage due thereon, such news­
paper or other periodical shall be excepted from the oper­
ation of this section. 

SEC. 130. That mailable matter shall be divided into three 
classes: first, letters; second, regular printed matter; third, 
miscellaneous matter. 

SEC. 131. That mailable matter of the first class shall em­
brace all correspondence, wholly or partly in writing, except 
book-manuscripts and corrected proof-sheets passing be­
tween authors and publishers. • 

SEC. 132. That mailable matter of the second class shall 
embrace all matter exclusively in print, and regularly issued 
at stated periods from a known office of publication, with­
out addition by writing, mark, or sign. 

SEC. 133. That mailable matter of the third class shall 
embrace all pamphlets, occasional publications, transient 
newspapers, magazines, handbills, posters, unsealed circu­
lars, prospectuses, books, book-manuscripts, proof-sheets, 
corrected proof-sheets, maps, prints, engravings, blanks, 
flexible patterns, samples of merchandise not exceeding 
twelve ounces in weight, sample cards, phonographic paper, 
letter envelopes, postal envelopes and wrappers, cards, plain 
and ornamental paper, photographic representations of dif-

Mailable matter 
divided in three 
classes. 

First class. 

Second class. 

Third class. 
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ferent types, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and all 
other matter which may be declared mailable by law, and 
all other articles not above the weight prescribed by law, 
which are not, from their form or nature, liable to destroy, 
deface, or otherwise injure the contents of the mail-bag or 
the person of any one engaged in the postal service. All 
liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials, and obscene 
books shall be excluded from the mails. All matter of the 
third class, excepting books and other printed matter, book-
manuscripts, proof-sheets, and corrected proof-sheets, shall 
not exceed twelve ounces in weight, and all matter of the 
third class shall be subject to examination and to rates of 
postage as hereinafter provided. Samples of metals, ores, 
and mineralogical specimens shall not exceed twelve ounces 
in weight, and shall be subject to examination and to rates 
of postage as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 134. That no package weighing more than four 
pounds shall be received for conveyance by mail, except 
books published or circulated by order of Congress. 

SEC. 138. That no newspapers shall be received to be 
conveyed by mail unless they are sufficiently dried and in­
closed in proper wrappers. 

SEC. 139. That where packages of newspapers or other 
periodicals are received at a post-office, directed to one ad­
dress, and the names of the subscribers to whom they be­
long, with the postage for a quarter in advance, is handed 
to the postmaster, he shall deliver such papers or periodi­
cals to their respective owners. 

SEC. 141. That publishers of newspapers and periodicals 
may print or write, upon their publications sent to regular 
subscribers, the address of the subscriber, and the date when 
the subscription expires, and may inclose therein bills and 
receipts for subscription thereto, without subjecting feuch 
publications to extra postage. 

SEC. 142. That any person who shall inclose or conceal 
any letter, memorandum, or other thing in any mail-matter 
not charged with letter-postage, or make any writing or 
memorandum thereon, and deposit, or cause the same to be 
deposited, for conveyance by mail at a less rate than letter-
postage, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay five 
dollars, and such mail-matter or inclosure shall not be de­
livered until the postage is paid thereon at letter-rates; but 
no extra postage shall be charged for a card printed or im­
pressed upon an envelope or wrapper. 

SEC. 143. That contractors or mail-carriers may convey, 
out of the mail, newspapers for sale or distribution to sub­
scribers. 

Certain articles 
to be excluded 
from the mails. 

Matter of third 
class, except, &c, 
not to exceed what 
weight. 

Metals, ores, &c. 

Packages of 
more than four, 
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No extra post­
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may carry news­
papers out of mail 
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Route-agents g E C 144 That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
may receive pack- »/ x t/ 
ages of newspa- order the terms upon which route-agents may receive from 

publishers or any news agents in charge thereof, and deliver 
the same as directed, if presented and called for at the mail-
car or steamer, packages of newspapers and other periodi­
cals not received from or intended for delivery at any post-
office. 

SEC. 148. That no obscene book, pamphlet, picture, print, 
or other publication of a vulgar or indecent character, or 
any letter upon the envelope of which, or postal card upon 
which scurrilous epithets may have been written or printed, 
or disloyal devices printed or engraved, shall be carried in 
the mail; and any person who shall knowingly deposit, or 
cause to be deposited, for mailing or for delivery, any such 
obscene publication, shall be deemed guilty of a misde­
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall, for every such 
offense, be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or im­
prisoned not more than one year, or both, according to the 
circumstances and aggravation of the offense. 

circulars for me- gEo. 149. That it shall not be lawful to convey by mail, 
gal lotteries, gift- •* •* ' 
concert's, &c, not UOr to deposit in a post-office to be sent by mail any letters, 
to be carried by . r r . J * ' 
man, or deposited or circulars concerning illegal lotteries, so-called gift-con­

certs, or other similar enterprises offering prizes, or concern­
ing schemes devised and intended to deceive and defraud 
the public for the purpose of obtaining money under false 

penalty. pretenses, and a penalty of not more than five hundred dol­
lars nor less than one hundred dollars, with costs of prose­
cution, is hereby imposed upon conviction, in any Federal 
court, of the violation of this section. 

postage on aii SEC. 150. That postage on all mail-matter must be pre-
beprepaid.uniess, paid by stamps at the time of mailing, unless herein other­

wise provided for. 
Man-matter to SEC. 151. That all mail-matter deposited for mailing, on 

one fuifrate^a^ which at least one full rate of postage has been paid as re-
beenpaid. quired by law, shall be forwarded to its destination, charged 

with the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery. 
Not prepaid, SEC. 152. That if any mail-matter, on which by law the 

tination" to pay postage is required to be prepaid at the mailing office, shall 
by inadvertence reach its destination without such prepay­
ment, double the prepaid rates shall be charged and col­
lected on delivery. 

Not delivered SEC. 153. That no mail-matter shall be delivered until the 
until postage due 
thoreon paid. postage due thereon h$s been paid. 
unpaid letters to g E C . 155. That the Postmaster-General mav provide by 

soldiers, &c, may * * N •* 
be pent. regulation for transmitting unpaid and duly-certified letters 

of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United 
States, to their destination. 
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SEC. 156. That on all mail-matter which is wholly or partly 
in writing, except book-inanuscripts and corrected proofs 
passing between authors and publishers, and local or drop 
letters; on all printed matter which is so marked as to con­
vey any other or further information than is conveyed by 
the original print, except the correction of mere typograph­
ical errors; on all matter which is sent in violation of law 
or the regulations of the Department respecting inclosures; 
and on all matter to which no specific rate of postage is 
assigned, postage shall be charged at the rate of three cents 
for each half-ounce or fraction thereof. 

SEC. 157. That letters commonly known as drop or local 
letters, delivered through the post-office or its carriers, shall 
be charged with postage at the rate of two cents where the 
system of free delivery is established, and one cent where 
such system is not established, for each half-ounce or frac­
tion thereof. 

SEC. 163. That on mailable matter of the third class, ex­
cept as herein stated, postage shall be charged at the rate 
of one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof. Double 
these rates shall be charged for books, samples of metals, 
ores, minerals, and merchandise. 

SEC. 164. That packages of woolen, cotton, or linen cloth­
ing, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may be sent 
through the mail to any non-commissioned officer or pri­
vate in the Army of the United States, if prepaid, at the 
rate of one cent for each one ounce or fraction thereof, sub­
ject to such regulation as the Postmaster-General may pre­
scribe. 

SEC. 226. That every route-agent, postal clerk, or other 
carrier of the mail shall receive any mail-matter presented 
to him, if properly prepaid by stamps, and deliver the same 
for mailing at the next post-office at which he arrives; but 
no fees shall be allowed him therefor. 

Mail-matter 
wholly or partly 
in writing, except, 
&c, to pay letter-
postage. 

Drop or local 
letters. 

Postage on mail­
able matter of 
third class; 

On books, sam­
ples, &c. 

Packages of 
clothing to enlist­
ed men of the 
Army, postage on, 
if prepaid. 

Route-agents, 
&c, to receive 
prepaid mail-mat­
ter, and deliver 
same, &c. 

5 P c 



Postage on news­
papers and period­
icals.. 

No extra post­
age, &c, on mat­
ter delivered by 
letter-carriers. 

Postage to bo 
prepaid by stamp, 
unless, &e. 

Mail-matter to 
be forwarded, if 
one full rate has 
been paid ; 

Not prepaid, 
reaching its desti­
nation, to pay dou­
ble rates. 

Unpaid letters 
to soldiers, &c, to 
be sent. 

Mail-matter 
wholly or in part 
in writing, except, 
&c, to pay letter-
postage. 

C H A P T E R X I I I . 

K A T E S OF P O S T A G E . 

SEC. 99. That the rate of postage on newspapers, except­
ing weeklies, periodicals not exceeding two ounces in weight, 
and circulars when the same are deposited in a letter-car­
rier office for delivery by the office or its carriers, shall be 
uniform at one cent each; but periodicals weighing more 
than two ounces shall be subject to a postage of two cents 
each, and these rates shall be prepaid by stamps. 

SEC. 100. That no extra postage or carrier's fees shall be 
charged or collected upon any mail-matter collected or de­
livered by carriers. 

SEC. 150. That postage on all mail-matter must be pre­
paid by stamps at the time of mailing, unless herein other­
wise provided for. 

SEC. 151. That all mail-matter deposited for mailing, on 
which at least one full rate of postage has been paid as re­
quired by law, shall be forwarded to its destination, charged 
with the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery. 

SEC. 152. That if any mail-matter, on which by law the 
postage is required to be prepaid at the mailing office, shall 
by inadvertence reach its destination without such prepay­
ment, double the prepaid rates shall be charged and col­
lected on delivery. 

SEC. 155. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
regulation for transmitting unpaid and duly certified letters 
of soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of the United 
States, to their destination. 

SEC. 156. That on all mail-matter which is wholly or 
partly in writing, except book-manuscripts and corrected 
proofs passing between authors and publishers, and local 
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or drop letters; on all printed matter which is so marked 
as to convey any other or further information than is con­
veyed by the original print, except the correction of mere 
typographical errors; on all matter which is sent in viola­
tion of law or the regulations of the Department respecting 
inclosures; and on all matter to which no specific rate of 
postage is assigned, postage shall be charged at the rate of 
three cents for each half-ounce or fraction thereof. 

SEC. 157. That letters commonly known as drop or local le£e
r
r°p

 or local 

letters, delivered through the post-office or its carriers, shall 
be charged with postage at the rate of two cents where the 
system of free delivery is established, and one cent where 
such system is not established, for each half-ounce or frac­
tion thereof. 

SEC. 158. That on newspapers and other periodical pub- Quarterly post 
. x age on newspa-

lications, not exceeding four ounces in weight, sent from a pew, &c.,toregu-
\iXY subscribers 

known office of publication to regular subscribers, postage 
shall be charged at the following rates per quarter, namely: 
on publications issued less frequently than once a week, 
at the rate of one cent for each issue; issued once a week, 
five cents; and five cents additional for each issue more 
frequent than once a week. And an additional rate shall 
be charged for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof 
in weight. 

SEC. 160. That the Postmaster-General may provide by smaii newspa-
regulations for carrying small newspapers, issued less fre- to one address.0 

quently than once a week, in packages to one address, from 
a known office of publication to regular subscribers, at the 
rate of one cent for each four ounces or fraction thereof. 

SEC. 161. That persons known as regular dealers in news- Regular dealers 
papers -and periodicals may receive and transmit by mail &<.., may receive! 
such quantities of either as they may require, and pay the ̂ VterTyTatei.at 

postage thereon as received, at the same rates, pro rata, 
as regular subscribers to such publications who pay quar­
terly in advance. 

SEC. 163. That on mailable matter of the third class, ex- postage on mail-
cept as herein stated, postage shall be charged at the ra te^ r

1
f ° j^ t t e r o f 

of one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof. Double 
these rates shall be charged for books, samples of metals, pi^&?.oks'sam' 
ores, minerals, and merchandise. 

SEC. 164. That packages of woolen, cotton, or linen cloth- Packages of 
ing, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may be seiit men onh°eCAnny, 
through the mail to any non-commissioned officer or private paid. 
in the Army of the United States, if prepaid, at the rate of 
one cent for each one ounce or fraction thereof, subject to 
such regulation as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 
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Rates of postage gEC# 165. That the rate of United States postage on mail-on letters, news- - r ° 
papers, &c. matter sent to or received from foreign countries with which 

different rates have not been established by postal conven­
tion or other arrangement, when forwarded by vessels reg­
ularly employed in transporting the mail, shall be ten cents 
for each half-ounce or fraction thereof on letters, unless re­
duced by order of the Postmaster-General; two cents each 
on newspapers; and not exceeding two cents per each two 
ounces, or fraction thereof, on pamphlets, periodicals, books, 
and other printed matter, which postage shall be prepared 

unpaid postage [prepaid] on matter sent and collected on matter received; 
on letters from for- L J , , _̂  , 
eign countries to and to avoid loss to the United States m the payment 01 bal-
or its eequivaten°tm ances, the Postmaster-General may collect the unpaid postage 

on letters from foreign countries in coin or its equivalent. 
sei^noTre1"^?' ^EC- 166# T n a t a11 l i t e r s conveyed by vessels not regu-
empioyed to pay larly employed in carrying the mail shall, if for delivery 

within the United States, be rated with double postage, to 
cover the fee paid to the vessel. 

I i| 

I 



C H A P T E R X I V . 

NEWSPAPERS A1\TI> P R I N T E D MATTER. 

SEC. 59. That the Postmaster-General may provide, by 
regulations, for the disposition of printed and mailable mat­
ter which may remain in any post-office, or in the Depart­
ment, not called for by the party addressed; but if the pub­
lisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other 
periodical shall pay the postage due thereon, such newspa­
per or other periodical shall be excepted from the operation 
of this section. 

SEC. 136. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe by 
regulation the manner of wrapping and securing for the mails 
all matter not charged with letter-postage nor lawfully 
franked, so that it may be conveniently examined by post­
masters ; and if not so wrapped and secured, it shall be sub­
ject to letter-postage. 

SEC. 137. That postmasters at the office of delivery may 
remove the wrappers and envelopes from mail-matter not 
charged with letter-postage nor lawfully franked, when it 
can be done without destroying them, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether there is upon or connected with any 
such matter anything which would authorize or require the 
charge of a higher rate of postage thereon. 

SEC. 138. That no newspapers shall be received to be con­
veyed by mail unless they are sufficiently dried and inclosed 
in proper wrappers. 

SEC. 139. That where packages of newspapers or other 
periodicals are received at a post-office, directed to one ad­
dress, and the names of the subscribers to whom they be­
long, with the postage for a quarter in advance, is handed 

Printed and 
mailable matter 
remaining in any 
post-office, how 
disposed of. 
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to the postmaster, he shall deliver such papers or periodi­
cals to their respective owners. 

Notice that SEC. 140. That postmasters shall notify the publisher of 
newspapers, <fec, . • * . » * 
are not taken from any newspaper, or other periodical, when any subscriber 

shall refuse to take the same from the office, or neglect to 
call for it for the period of one month. 

publishers may SEC. 141. That publishers of newspapers and periodicals 
regular subscri- may print, or write, upon their publications sent to regular 
KC, and toSose subscribers, the address of the subscriber, and the date 

when the subscription expires, and may inclose therein bills 
and receipts for subscription thereto, without subjecting 
such publications to extra postage. 

penalty for in- SEC. 142. That any person who shall inclose or conceal 
maii-matter not any letter, memorandum, or other thi»g in any mail-matter 
ter^sta™, or not charged with letter-postage, or make any writing or 

memorandum thereon, and deposit, or cause the same to be 
deposited, for conveyance by mail at a less rate than letter-
postage, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay five 
dollars, and such mail-matter or inclosure shall not be deliv­
ered until the postage is paid thereon at letter-rates; but no 
extra postage shall be charged for a card printed or im­
pressed upon an envelope or wrapper. 

Man-carriers SEC. 143. That contractors or mail-carriers may convey, 
may carry news- w v ' 
papers out of mails out of the mail, newspapers for sale or distribution to sub­

scribers. 
Route-agents SEC. 144. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 

may receive pack- _ . _ 
ages of newspa- order the terms upon which route-agents may receive from 
ersr,&c?mpu 1S publishers or any news-agents in charge thereof, and deliver 

the same as directed, if presented and called for at the mail-
car or steamer, packages of newspapers and other periodi­
cals not received from or intended for delivery at any post-
office. 

Quarterly post- SEC. 158. That on newspapers and other periodical publi-
pe1s,&cMtoTegu-cations, not exceeding four ounces in weight, sent from a 
ai su sen ers; k n o w n 0ffice 0f publication to regular subscribers, postage 

shall be charged at the following rates per quarter, namely: 
on publications issued less frequently than once a week, at 
the rate of one cent for each issue; issued once a week, five 
cents; and five cents additional for each issue more frequent 
than once a week. And an additional rate shall be charged 
for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof in weight. 

SEC. 159. That on newspapers and other periodicals sent 
from a known office of publication to regular subscribers, the 
postage shall be paid before delivery, for not less than one 
quarter, nor more than one year; which payment may be 
made either at the office of mailing or delivery, commencing 

To be paid be 
fore delivery. 
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at any time; and the postmaster shall account for said post­
age in the quarter in which it is received. 

SEC. 160. That the Postmaster-General may provide by smaii nowspa-
i x- £f • n J 1 * Pers in PackaSes 

regulations for carrying small newspapers, issued less fre- to one address, 
quently than once a week, in packages to one address, from pos age °n* 
a known office of publication to regular subscribers, at the 
rate of one cent for each four ounces or fraction thereof. 

SEC. 161. That persons known as regular dealers in news-. Regular dealers 
r ° in newspapers, 

papers and periodicals may receive and transmit by mail &«.. may receive, 
such quantities of either as they may require, and pay the quarterly rates. 
postage thereon as received, at the same rates, pro rata, as 
regular subscribers to such publications who pay quarterly 
in advance. 

SEC. 162. That the Postmaster-General may prescribe, by Form e* affida-
regulation, an affidavit, in form, to be taken by the publisher, newspaper, &c. 
or by the clerk, agent, or servant of the publisher, of any 
newspaper or other periodical which may by law be sent to 
regular subscribers without prepayment of postage at the 
mailing office, to the effect that neither he nor any other pro­
prietor, clerk, agent, or employee within his knowledge will 
send, cause or permit to be sent through the mail, without 
prepayment by postage-stamps, any copies of such news­
paper or other periodical (naming it) except to bona-fide 
and regular subscribers thereto; and if any such newspa­
per or other periodical shall be thus unlawfully sent, with 
the knowledge or consent of such proprietor, or his agent, 
clerk, or servant in charge of such business, or if such affidavit 
shall, when required by the Postmaster-General or any spe­
cial agent of the Post-Office Department, be refused, the 
person guilty of the offense, or refusing to make the affi­
davit, shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars in each case. • 



[ Repealed by acts of January 31 and March 3,1873. See pp. 134 and 136. ] 

C H A P T E R X V . 

Franking privi­
lege, who to have; 

F R E E M A I L - M A T T E R . 

SEC. 180. That authority to frank ^nail-matter is conferred 
upon and limited to the following persons : 

First. The President, by himself or his private secretary, 
to cover all mail-matter. 

Second. The Vice-President, to cover all mail-matter. 
Third. The chiefs of the several Executive Departments. 

. Fourth. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Con­
gress, and the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the 
House of Eepresentatives, to cover their correspondence, all 
printed matter issued by the authority of Congress, and all 
speeches, proceedings, and debates in Congress. 

Fifth. Such principal officers of the Executive Depart­
ments, being heads of Bureaus or chief clerks, as the Post­
master-General may by regulation prescribe, to cover official 
communications only. 

Sixth. Postmasters, to cover official communications to 
other postmasters only. 

Seventh. Assessors and collectors and their assistants 
and deputies, for the interchange of official communications 
only. 

Not to be exer- And no person entitled by law to the franking privilege 
cised otherwise * v ° L ° 
than by written shall exercise said privilege otherwise than by his written 
ture; autograph signature on the matter franked; and all mail-

matter not thus franked shall be charged with the legal 
rate of postage thereon, 

of senators, SEC. 181. That the franking privilege of Senators, Repre-
^p,rircongreess', sentatives, and Delegates in Congress, and the Secretary of 
when to begin and t h e S e n a t e a n d C l e r k o f t n e House, shall commence with the 
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term for which they are elected, and expire with the first 
Monday of December following such term. 

SEC. 182. That all books or publications which may be mfn^
Uc docu* 

procured or published by order of Congress shall be consid­
ered as public documents, and may be franked as such. 

SEC. 183. That the maximum weight for franked and free Maximum weight 
for franked mat-

mail-matter shall be four ounces, except petitions to Con- ter, except, &c. 
gress, congressional and executive public documents, pe­
riodical publications interchanged between publishers, and 
packages of seeds, cuttings, roots, and scions, the weight of 
which latter may be fixed by regulation of the Postmaster-
General. 

SEC. 184. That the following mail-matter shall be allowed tJ™ man-mat-
to pass free in the mail: 

First. All mail-matter sent to the President or Vice-
President. 

Second. Official communications addressed to chiefs, heads 
of bureaus, chief clerks, or franking officer of either of the 
Executive Departments. 

Third. Letters and printed matter sent to Senators, Rep­
resentatives, or Delegates in Congress, the Secretary of the 
Senate, or the Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Fourth. Petitions to Congress. 
Fifth. Copyright matter to the Librarian of Congress, if 

marked on the package, u copyright matter." 
Sixth. All publications sent or received by the Smithso­

nian Institution, marked on each package, "Smithsonian 
Exchange.'7 

Seventh. Newspapers, periodicals, and magazines recipro­
cally interchanged between publishers, and not exceeding 
sixteen ounces in weight; to be confined to a single copy 
of each publication. 

Eighth. Weekly newspapers, one copy to each actual sub­
scriber within the county where the same is printed and 
published; but carriers shall not be required to distribute 
such papers unless postage is paid upon them at the usual 
rates. 

Ninth. Notices to the publishers of the refusal or neglect 
of subscribers to take newspapers, magazines, or other peri­
odicals from the post-office; to be sent under such regula­
tions as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 

Tenth. Dead-letters returned to the writers thereof. 
Eleventh. Medals, certificates of thanks, or other testimo­

nials, which have been, or may be, awarded, by the legisla­
tures of the several States and Territories, to the soldiers 
thereof; to be sent by the adjutant-generals of said States 
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and Territories, under such regulations as the Postmaster-
General may prescribe. 

M^ryL în*0111 S E 0 - 1 8 5 ' T h a t a11 mail-matter to and from Mary Lin­
coln, widow of the late President Abraham Lincoln, shall be 
conveyed free during her natural life. 

Man-matter not g E 0 . 186. That all mail-matter not hereinbefore speci-
foee to be prepaid * 
by stamps. ally made free must be prepaid by postage-stamps. 
in freTilttersTd* ^EC# ^* ^ n a * ^ a n y Person, having the right to receive 
dressed to persons letters free, shall receive, inclosed to him, any letter or 
not entitled &c. 
to be returned', packet addressed to a person not having that right, it shall 

be his duty to return such letter or packet to the post-office, 
marking thereon the place from whence it came, that it may 
be charged with postage. 



C H A P T E R X V I . 

R E G I S T E R E D L E T T E R S . 

SEC. 126. That for the greater security of valuable mail-
matter, the Postmaster-General may establish a uniform 
system of registration. 

SEC. 127. That mail-matter shall be registered only on 
the application of the party posting the same, and the fee 
therefor shall not exceed twenty cents in addition to the 
regular postage, to be, in all cases, prepaid; and all such 
fees shall be accounted for in such manner as the Post­
master-General shall direct: Provided, That letters upon the 
official business of the Post-Office Department which require 
registering shall be registered free of charge, and pass 
through the mails free of charge. 

SEC. 128. That a receipt shall be taken upon the delivery 
of any registered mail-matter, showing to whom and when 
the same was delivered, which shall be returned to the sen­
der, and be received in the courts as prima-facie evidence 
of such delivery. 

SEC. 129. That the Post-Office Department, or its rev­
enue, shall not be liable for the loss of any registered mail-
matter. 

SEC. 190. That, under such regulations as the Postmas­
ter-General may prescribe, all postmasters are hereby au­
thorized to register, in the manner prescribed by law, but 
without payment of any registration fee, all letters contain­
ing fractional or other currency of the United States, which 
shall be by them sent by mail to the Treasurer of the United 
States for redemption; and it shall be the duty of the post-

Registration of 
mail-matter. 

Provisions for 
registering mail-
matter and fees 
therefor. 

Certain official 
letters to be regis-
tered free of 
charge. 

Receipts for re­
gistered letters to 
be evidence of de­
livery. 

Department not 
liable for loss Qf 
registered mail-
matter. 

Certain letters 
containing frac­
tional currency to 
be registered with­
out fee, &c 
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master at the city of Washington, in the District of Colum­
bia, to register, in like manner, without charge, all letters 
containing new currency returned for currency redeemed, 
which shall be received by him from the said Treasurer, in 
sealed packages, marked with the word u register" over the 
official signature of the said Treasurer. 



C H A P T E R X V I I . 

POSTAGE-STAMPS, STAMPED ENVELOPES, NEWSPAPER-
WRAPPERS, AND POSTAL CARDS. 

That the Postmaster-General shall prepare Postmaster-Gen-
* r eral to prepare 

SEC. 168. 
postage-stamps of suitable denominations, which, when at- postage-stampY 
tached to mail-matter, shall be evidence of the payment of 
the postage thereon. 

SEC. 169. That the Postmaster-General shall provide suit- +
 To Provide lef-

r ter and newspaper 
able letter and newspaper envelopes, with such water-marks euveiopes; 
or other guards against counterfeits as he may deem expe­
dient, and with postage-stamps with such device and of 
such suitable denominations as he may direct, impressed 
thereon; and the said envelopes shall be known as " stamped 
envelopes," and shall be sold, as nearly as may be, at the HOW to be sold. 
cost of procuring them, with the addition of the value of 
the postage-stamps impressed thereon; but no stamped en- stamped envel. 
velope furnished by the Government shall contain any lith- JJKcm *££***» 
ographing or engraving, and no printing except a printed engraving, and no 
request to return the letter to the writer; and letters and &c. 
papers inclosed in them (the postage-stamp in every case 
being of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage 
properly chargeable thereon) shall pass in the mail as pre­
paid matter. 

SEC. 170. That to facilitate letter correspondence and pro- Postmaster-Gen-
. . , , ., , eral to furnish 

vide for the transmission by the mails, at a reduced rate postal cards; 

of postage, of messages, orders, notices, and other short 
communications, either printed or written in pencil or ink, 
the Postmaster-General shall be, and he is hereby, author­
ized and directed to furnish and issue to the public, with 
postage-stamps impressed upon them, u postal cards," man­
ufactured of good stiff paper, of such quality, form, and size 
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Postage thereon. 

Postmaster-Gen­
eral may adopt 
improvements in 
stamps and envel-

Postage-stamps 
and stamped en­
velopes to be fur­
nished to postmas­
ters, who shall be 
accountable there­
for. 

Discount on 
postage-stamps 
and stamped en­
velopes ; 

Discount not to 
exceed, &c. 

Postage-stamps, 
&c, not to be sold 
for larger sum 
than, &c. 

Penalty; 

When affixed to 
mail-matter to be 
defaced; . 

as he shall deem best adapted for general use; which cards 
shall be usfcd as a means of postal intercourse, under rules 
and regulations to be prescribed by the Postmaster-General, 
and when so used shall be transmitted through the mails 
at a postage charge of one cent each, including the cost of 
their manufacture. 

SEC. 171. That the Postmaster-General may, from time to 
time, adopt such improvements in postage-stamps and 
stamped envelopes as he may deem advisable; and when any 
such improvement is adopted it shall be subject to all the 
provisions herein respecting postage-stamps or stamped en­
velopes. 

SEC. 172. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopes 
shall be furnished by the Postmaster-General to all post­
masters, and shall be kept for sale at all post-offices; and 
each postmaster shall be held accountable for all such stamps 
and envelopes furnished to him. 

SEC. 173. That postage-stamps and stamped envelopes 
may be sold at a discount to certain designated agents, who 
will agree to sell again without discount, under rules to be 
prescribed by the Postmaster-General; but the quantities 
of each sold to any one agent at one time shall not exceed 
one hundred dollars in value, and the discount shall not 
exceed five per centum on the face value of the stamps, nor 
the same per centum on the current price of the envel­
opes when sold in less quantities. 

SEC. 174. That postage-stamps shall not be sold for any 
larger sum than the value indicated on their face, nor stamped 
envelopes for more than is charged therefor by the Post-
Office Department for like quantities; and any person con­
nected with the postal service who shall violate this provision 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more 
than five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 175. That postage-stamps affixed to all mail-matter 
or the stamped envelopes in which the same is inclosed, 
when depositing for mailing or delivery, shall be defaced by 
the postmaster at the mailing office in such manner as the 
Postmaster-General may direct; and if any mail-matter 
shall be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes being 
so defaced, the postmaster at the office of delivery shall 
deface them, and report the delinquent postmaster to the 
Postmaster-General. 
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SEC. 176. That any person employed in any branch of the 
postal service who shall willfully and unlawfully remove 
from any mail-matter any postage-stamp affixed thereto in 
payment of the postage, shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such offense, be fined not more than one hundred dol­
lars, or be imprisoned not more than six months, at the dis­
cretion of the court. 

SEC. 177. That any person who shall use or attempt to 
use, in payment of the postage on any mail-matter conveyed, 
by mail or otherwise, any postage-stamp or stamped envel­
ope, or any stamp cut from any such stamped envelope, 
which has been before used for a like purpose, shall forfeit 
and pay fifty dollars. And any person who shall counter­
feit the frank of any person entitled to the franking privi­
lege, or willfully utter or use any counterfeit frank with the 
intent to avoid the payment of postage, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be pun­
ished by a fine not less than fifty dollars nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not less than three 
months nor more than twelve months, or by both fine and 
imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 178. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit 
any postage-stamp, or any stamp printed upon any stamped 
envelope, postal card, or any die, plate, or engraving there­
for ; any person who shall make, or print, or knowingly use 
or sell, or have in possession, with intent to use or sell, any 
such forged or counterfeited postage-stamp, stamped envel­
ope, postal card, die, plate, or engraving; any person wiio 
shall make, or knowingly use or sell, or have in possession, 
with intent to use or sell, any paper bearing the water-mark 
of any stamped envelope, postal card, or any fraudulent 
imitation thereof; any person who shall make or print, or 
authorize or procure to be made or printed, any postage-
stamp, stamped envelope, or postal card, of the kind author­
ized and provided by the Post-Office Department, without 
the special authority and direction of said Department; any 
person who shall, after such postage-stamps, stamped envel­
opes, or postal card, have been printed, and with intent to 
defraud the postal revenue, deliver the same to any person 
not authorized by an instrument of writing duly executed 
under the hand of the Postmaster-General and the seal of 
the Post-Office Department to receive them, every such per­
son shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a felony, 
and be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dol­
lars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by both 
fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 

Penalty upon 
employ€s, &c, for 
willfully, &c, re­
moving postage-
stamps affixed to 
mail-matter; 

Upon any per­
son for using, &c., 
stamps, <fcc, once 
used; 

For counterfeit­
ing frank, with in­
tent, &c. 

For forging, &c, 
postage-stamps, 
<fec; 

For knowingly 
using, <fcc, or hav­
ing in possession 
with intent, &c.; 

For making, &c, 
stamps without 
authority. 

Penalty for de­
livering stamps to 
unauthorized per­
sons with intent, 
&c.; 
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For forging, or gEo. 179. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit, 
using forged * x ° " 
stamp of foreign 0 r knowingly utter or use any forged or counterfeited post­

age-stamp of any foreign government, shall be deemed guilty 
of a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
imprisonment of not less than two nor more than ten years, 
at the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 45. * * * * * 
For neglecting, And any person intrusted by law with the sale of postage-

&c, to account for " " x ° 
postage-stamps stamps or stamped envelopes, who shall refuse or neglect to 
and stamped en- * ' ,-, , 
veiopes, or unlaw- account for the same, or who shall pledge or hypothecate or 
them. isp0bmg ° unlawfully dispose of them, for any purpose whatever, shall 

be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and shall be subject to 
the same penalty and punishment as are provided in this 
section for the embezzlement of money. 

J 

Illfr 



C H A P T E R X V I I I . 

DEAD AND UNCLAIMED LETTERS. 

SEC. 42. That unclaimed money in dead-letters, for which ne
u^0m dead-M-

no owner can be found; all money taken from the mail byters al\d °^er 
7 ** v moneys to be de-

robbery, theft, or otherwise, which may come into the hands p^icd as part of 
^7 ' 7 v postal revenue. 

of any agent or employee of the United States, or any other 
person whatever; all fines and penalties imposed for any 
violation of the postal laws, except such part as may by law 
belong to the informer or party prosecuting for the same; 
and all money derived from the sale of waste paper or other 
public property of the Post-Office Department, shall be de­
posited in the Treasury, under the direction of the Postmas­
ter-General, as part of the postal revenue. And the Post­
master-General is hereby directed to cause to be placed to 
the credit of the Treasurer of the United States for the ser­
vice of the Post-Office Department, the net proceeds of the 
money-order business; and the receipts of the Post-Office 
Department derived from this source during each quarter 
shall be entered by the Auditor of the Treasury for the 
Post-Office Department, in the accounts of said Department, 
under the head of " revenue from money-order business." 

SEC. 188. That the Postmaster-General may direct the List of non-de-
publication of the list of non-delivered letters at any post-be posted otyZb-
office by a written list posted in some public place, or, when 1S e ; 

he shall deem it for the public interest, he may direct the 
publication of such list in the daily or weekly newspaper 
regularly published within the post-office delivery which 
has the largest circulation within such delivery; and where 
no daily paper is published within the post-office delivery, 

6 P C 
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In what news­
papers. 

Addressed to 
persons foreign-
born, to be pub­
lished in what 
newspaper. 

List of non-de­
livered letters to 
be posted, &c. 

Pay for publish­
ing not to exceed 
one cent each. 

Additional 
charge of one cent 
on advertised let­
ters.-

Return of unde­
livered letters to 
dead-letter office, 
and from thence 
to writers. 

Domestic letters, 
&c, except, &c, 
insufficiently paid, 
to be sent to dead-
letter office. 

Local letters in 
large cities of 
dense population 
insufficiently paid, 
&c , may be for­
warded, &c. 

such list may be published in the daily newspaper of any 
adjoining delivery having the largest circulation within the 
delivery of the post-office publishing the list; and in case of 
dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the 
postmaster shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. 
Such list shall be published as frequently as the Postmas­
ter-General may deem proper, but not oftener'than once a, 
week. 

SEC. 189. That the list of non-delivered letters addressed 
to persons foreign-born may be published in a newspaper 
printed in the language most used by them, which shall be 
selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section. 

SEC. 191. .That every postmaster shall post, in a conspic­
uous place in his office, a copy of each list of non-delivered 
letters immediately after its publication. 

SEC'192. That the compensation for publishing the list 
of non-delivered letters shall in no case exceed one cent for 
each letter so published. 

SEC. 193. That all letters published as non-delivered shall 
be charged with one cent in addition to the regular postage, 
to be accounted for as part of the postal revenue. 

SEC. 194. That the Postmaster-General may regulate the 
period during which undelivered letters shall remain in any 
post-office, and when they shall be returned to the dead-let­
ter office; and he may make regulations for their return 
from the dead-letter office to the writers, when they cannot 
be delivered to the parties addressed. 

SEC. 195. That all domestic letters, deposited in any post-
office for mailing', on which the postage is wholly unpaid 
or paid less than one full rate as required by law, except 
letters lawfully free, and duly certified letters of soldiers, 
sailors, and marines in the service of the United States, 
shall be sent by the postmaster to the dead-letter office in 
Washington: Provided, That in large cities and adjacent 
districts of dense population having two or more post-offices 
within a distance of three miles of each other, any letter 
mailed at one of such offices and addressed to & locality 
within the delivery of another of such offices, which shall 
have been inadvertently prepaid at the drop or local letter 
rate of postage only, may be forwarded to its destination 
through the proper office, charged with the amount of the 
deficient postage, to be collected on delivery. 

SEC. 196. That dead-letters containing valuable inclos-
; ures shall be registered in the dead-letter office; and when Dead-letters con­

taining valuables ' 
in &c regi8tered they cannot be delivered to the party addressed nor to the 

*M 
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Contents, how 

writer, the contents thereof shall be disposed of, and a care-' 
ful account shall be kept of the amount realized in each 
case, which shall be subject to reclamation by either the 
party addressed or the sender, for four years from the reg­
istry thereof; and all other letters of value or of import­
ance to the party addressed or to the writer, and which lspose 

cannot be returned to either, shall be disposed of as the 
Postmaster-General may direct. 

SEC. 197. That the-action of the Post-Office Department Foreign dead-
respecting foreign dead-letters shall be subject to conven­
tional stipulations with the respective foreign administra­
tions. 

SEC. 198. That when the writer of any letter on which the Letters, if pre-
postage is prepaid shall indorse upon the outside thereof for, &c.,to be, re-
his name and address, such letter shall not be advertised, &c.ne 

but after remaining uncalled for at the office to which it is 
directed thirty days, or the time the writer may direct, shall 
be returned to him without additional charge for postage, 
and if not then delivered shall be treated as a dead-letter. 

SEC. 199. That prepaid and free letters shall be forwarded 
from one post-office to another, at the request of the party J J S 
addressed, without additional charge for postage. 

SEC. 302. That all letters, packets, or other matter which Letters, &c, de-
may be seized or detained for violation of law shall be re- floTof^w^w 
turned to the owner or sender of the same, or otherwise dis-dlsposed of-
posed of as the Postmaster-General may direct. 

Prepaid, &c, 
letters to be for-

without 
extra charge. 
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C H A P T E R X I X . 

POSTAL, CliEJSKS AND ROUTE AGENTS. 

Route -agents 
and their pay. SEC. 39. That the Postmaster-General may employ as 

many route-agents as may be necessary for the prompt and 
safe transportation of the mail, who shall be paid out of the 
appropriation for transportation of the mail, at the rate of 
not less than nine hundred nor more than one thousand two 
hundred dollars per annum. 

Railway postal SEC. 40. That the Postmaster-General may appoint clerks 
c er s an eir for the purpose of assorting and distributing the mail in 

railway post-offices, who shall be paid out of the appropria­
tion for transportation of the mail, at the rate of not more 
than one thousand four hundred dollars per annum to the 
head clerks, nor more than one thousand two hundred dol­
lars per annum to the other clerks. 

Route-agents SEC. 144. That the Postmaster-General may provide by 
may receive pack- v * * 
ages of newspa- order the terms upon which route-agents may receive from 
ers, &c. publishers or any news agents in charge thereof, and deliver 

the same as directed, if presented and called for at the mail-
car or steamer, packages of newspapers and other periodi­
cals not received from or intended for delivery at any post-
office. 

Railway postal SEC. 226. That every route-agent, postal clerk, or other 
agents tô eceive carrier of the mail shall receive any mail-matter presented 
terand denve r to him, if properly prepaid by stamps, and deliver the same 
same. fQV m aj i iDg a t ^he next post-office at which he arrives; but 

no fees shall be allowed him therefor. 

I 

L.w, 



C H A P T E R X X . 

i neir sŝ aries 
and expenses; 

SPECIAL AGENTS. 

SEC. 31. That the Postmaster-General may employ two special agents 
special agents for the Pacific coast, and such number of and elsewhere;' 
other special agents as the good of the service and the safety 
of the mail may require. 

SEC. 32. That the salary of the special agents of the Post-
Office Department shall be at the rate of not more than 
one thousand six hundred dollars per annum; and they 
shall be allowed for traveling and incidental expenses, while 
actually employed in the service, a sum not exceeding five 
dollars a day. 

SEC. 33. That whenever a special agent is required to Bond, if required 
collect or disburse any public money, he shall, before en-public money. °" 
tering upon such duty, give bond in such sum and form, 
and with such security, as the Postmaster-General may ap­
prove. 

SEC. 34. That the Postmaster-General may employ, when Assistant Po»t-
the service requires it, the Assistant Postmasters-General &^myeactaaS 

and superintendents in his Department as special agents;8pecml agents; 

and he may allow them therefor not exceeding the amount Allowance foi 
expended by them as necessary traveling expenses while so p^ses!ling e x 

employed. 
SEC. 35. That the Postmaster-General may appoint two Two asents M 

, x superintendents of 
agents to superintend the railway postal service, who shall railway postal ser-

. . „ ,, , . ,. vice, their salaries 
be paid out of the appropriation for the transportation of and expense-.-
the mail, at the rate of two thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum salary, with an allowance for traveling and inci­
dental expenses, while actively employed in the service, of 
not more than five dollars a day; and the Auditor of the 
Treasury for the Post-Office Department shall charge to the 
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i!': 

appropriation for mail transportation the salary and per 
diem of the assistant superintendents of the postal railway 

Auditor to charge service; and to the appropriation for the free-delivery sys-
towhat appropri- 7 _ 
ation. tern, the salary and per diem of the special agent detailed 

for that service; and the salary and per diem of the special 
agents employed in the money-order service shall be paid 
out of the proceeds of that service. 

Advances to SEC. 48. That all payments on account of the postal service 
hPo wamaagdeenand shall be made to persons to whom the same shall be certified 

to be due by the Auditor; but advances of necessary sums 
to defray expenses may be made by the Postmaster-General 
to agents employed to investigate mail depredations, exam­
ine post-routes and offices, and on other like services, to 
be charged to them by the Auditor, and to be accounted 
for in the settlement of their accounts, 

special agents, SEC. 235. That any special agent of the Post-Office De-
to March vessels partment, when instructed by the Postmaster-General to 
for letters, &c; ma^e examinations and seizures, and the collector or other 

customs-officer of any port, without special instructions, shall 
carefully search all vessels for letters which may be on board 
or which have been conveyed contrary to law. 

May seize let- SEC. 236. That any special agent of the Post-Office De-
r?ed cgntraryCato partment, collector, or other customs-officer, or United 
or^sl?oute!esse States marshal or his deputy, may at all times seize all let­

ters and bags, packets or parcels, containing letters which 
are being carried contrary to law on board any vessel or 
on any post-route, and convey the same to the nearest post-
office, or may, by the direction of the Postmaster General 
or the Secretary of the Treasury, detain them until two 
months after the final determination of all suits and proceed­
ings, which may, at any time within six months after such 
seizure, be brought against any person for sending or car­
rying such letters. 

Packages, &c, SEC. 237. That every package or parcel seized by any 
agent* t? bTfor"- special agent of the Post-Office Department, collector, or 
feited. other customs-officer, or United States marshal or his dep­

uties, in which any letter is unlawfully concealed, shall be 
forfeited to the United States, and the same proceedings 
may be had to enforce the forfeiture as are authorized in 

proceedings to respect to goods, wares, and merchandise forfeited for vio-
enforce forfeiture. J ° 

lation of the revenue laws; and all laws for the benefit and 
protection of customs-officers making seizures for violating 
said revenue laws shall apply to officers making seizures for 

special agents, violating the postal laws. 
maiiabieTatter SEC. 299. That the Postmaster-General of the United 
p"rtedmlly trans" States may empower, by a letter of authorization under his 
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hand, to be filed among the records of his Department, any 
special agent or other officer of the post-office establishment 
to make searches for mailable matter transported in viola­
tion of law; and that the agent or officer so authorized may PoWer of such 
open and search any car or vehicle passing, or lately beforeaseuts or officers-
having passed, from any place at which there is a post-office 
of the United States to any other such place, and any box, 
package, or packet, being, or lately before having been, in 
such car or vehicle, and any store or house (other than a 
dwelling-house) used or occupied by any common carrier 
or transportation company in which such box, package, or 
packet may be contained, whenever said agent or officer 
has reason to believe that mailable matter, transported con­
trary to law, may therein be found. 
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C H A P T E R X X I . 

ABVEKTISIBTG. 

In what news­
papers. 

postmaster-Gen- s E C t igg, That the Postmaster-General may direct the 
eral may direct the * 
publication of the publication of the list of non-delivered letters at any post-
lists of non-dehv- x J r 

ered letters; office by a written list posted in some public place, or, when 
he shall deem it for the public interest, he may direct the 
publication of such list in the daily or weekly newspaper 
regularly published within the post-office delivery which 
has the largest circulation within such delivery; and where 
no daily paper is published within the post-office delivery, 
such list may be published in the daily newspaper of any 
adjoining delivery having the largest circulation within the 
delivery of the post-office publishing the list; and in case of 
dispute as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the 
postmaster shall receive evidence and decide upon the fact. 
Such list shall be published as frequently as the Postmas­
ter-General may deem proper, but not oftener than once a 
week. 

publication of SEC. 189. That the list of non-delivered letters addressed 
lists of non-deliv- -.•».% * . 
ered letters a d- to persons foreign-born maybe published m a newspaper 
foreign-bom. printed in the language most used by them, which shall be 

selected in the manner prescribed in the preceding section. 
Published list of SEC. 191. That every postmaster shall post, in a conspicu-

non-delivered let- ° L 1 -,-.. 
ters to be posted ous place in his office, a copy of each list of non-delivered 
place. letters immediately after its publication. 
compensation for gEC# 192. That the compensation for publishing the list 

publishing lists. x x. o 
of non-delivered letters shall in no case exceed one cent for 

Proposals for each letter so published. 
mans™ benadver! SEC. 243. That before making any contract for carrying 
tractsaremadeT" * n e m a^7 other than those hereinafter excepted, the Post-



89 

master-General shall give public notice by advertising once 
a week for six weeks in one or more, not exceeding five, 
newspapers published in the State or Territory where the 
service is to be performed, one of which shall be published 
at the seat of government of such State or Territory; and 
such notice shall describe the route, the time at which the Advertisements 
mail is to be made up, the tinie at which it is to be deliv-t0Btatewhat* 
ered, and the frequency of the service; and the Postmaster- NewsPaPers,how 
General shall direct, by special order in each case, the news- ?elected'&c-
papers in which mail-lettings, or other proposals relative to 
the business of his Department, shall be advertised, and no 
publisher shall be paid for such advertisments without hav­
ing been requested by the Postmaster-General to publish 
the same. 
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C H A P T E R X X I I . 

L O T T E R I E S , G I F T EWTEUFKISES, ETC. 

Postmaster-Gen­
eral may forbid the 
payment of postal 
money-orders to 
persons, &c, en­
gaged in fraudu­
lent lotteries, gift 
enterprises, &c, 
and return to re­
mitters the amount 
of such orders. 

No person au­
thorized to open a 
letter not address­
ed to himself. 

Penalty for mis­
using the poftt-
ofrice e s t a b 1 ish-
ment by opening 
correspondence, 

SEC. 300. That the Postmaster-General may, upon evi­
dence satisfactory to him that any person, firm, or corpora­
tion is engaged in conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift-
enterprise, or scheme for the distribution of money, or of 
any real or personal property, by lot, chance, or drawing of 
any kind, or in conducting any other scheme or device for 
obtaining money through the mails by means of false or 
fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, forbid 
the payment by any postmaster to any such person, firm, 
or corporation of any postal money-order drawn to the order 
or in favor of him or of them, and may provide by regula­
tions for the return to the remitters of the sums named in 

- such money-orders. And the Postmaster-General may also, 
- upon like evidence, instruct postmasters at any post-offices 
, at which registered letters shall arrive directed to any such 
- person, firm, or corporation, to return all such registered 
'letters to the postmasters at the offices at which they were 
originally mailed, with the word "fraudulent'7 plainly writ­
ten or stamped upon the outside of said letters; and all such 
letters so returned to such postmasters shall be by them re­
turned to the writers thereof, under such regulations as the 
Postmaster-General may prescribe: Provided, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be so construed as to authorize 
any postmaster or other person to open any letter not ad­
dressed to himself. 

SEC. 301. That if any person having devised or intending 
to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, or be effected 
by either opening or intending to open correspondence or 
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communication with any other person, (whether resident &c, with intent to 
•' x i v defraud, and plac-

within or outside of the United States,) by means of theicg>&£> letters in 
11 " post-office. 

post-office establishment of the United States, or by inciting 
such other person to open communication with the person 
so devising or intending, shall, in and for executing such 
scheme or artifice, (or attempting so to do,) place any letter 
or packet in any post-office of the United States, or take or 
receive any therefrom, such person, so misusing the post-
office establishment, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be punished with a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars, with or without such imprisonment, as the court 
shall direct, not exceeding eighteen calendar months. The 
indictment, information, or complaint may severally charge Proceedings for 
offenses to the number of three when committed within the &c

a1' conyictlon' 
same six calendar months; but the court thereupon shall 
give a single sentence, and shall proportion the punishment 
especially to the degree in which the abuse of the post-office 
establishment enters as an instrument into such fraudulent 
scheme and device. 

SEC. 302. That all letters, packets, or other matter which Letters, &c de-
may be seized or detained for violation of law shall be re- ttoTof Taw.Tow 
turned to the owner or sender of the same, or otherwise dis-dlsposed of> 

posed of as the Postmaster-General may direct. 



C H A P T E R X X I I I . 

CRIMES, MISDEMEANORS, AND PENALTIES. 

No employ6 to 
be interested in 
any contract for 
carrying the mails 
or act as agent for 
contractor, &c. 

Penalty. 

Penalty for 
knowingly swear­
ing falsely as to 
any expenditure, 
&c. 

Penalty for wil­
fully neglecting to 
deposit any money 
which is part of 
the postal reve­
nues; 

SEC. 12. That no person employed in the Post-Office De­
partment shall become interested in any contract for carry­
ing the mail, or act as agent, with or without compensation, 
for any contractor or person offering to become a contractor, 
in any business before the Department; and any person so 
offending shall be immediately dismissed from office, and 
shall be liable to pay so much money as would have been 
realized from said contract, to be recovered in an action of 
debt, for the use of the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 24. That the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, 
or the mayor of any city, any justice of the peace, or the 
judge of any court of record may administer oaths or affirma­
tions in relation to the examination and settlement of the 
accounts committed to the charge of said Auditor; and if 
any person shall knowingly swear or affirm falsely touching 
any expenditure on account of, or claim in favor of or against, 
said Department, he shall, on conviction thereof, for every 
such offense, forfeit and pay not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, and be imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding five 
years, according to the aggravation of the offense. 

SEC. 45. That any officer, agent, postmaster, clerk, or 
other person emplojred in any branch of the postal service 
having temporary custody of any money taken from dead-
letters; any money derived from the sale of waste paper or 
other public property of the Post-Office Department; or 
any money derived from any other source which by law is 
part of the postal revenues, who shall willfully neglect to 
deposit the same in the Treasury of the United States, or 
in some other depository authorized to receive the same, 

U L 
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shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and be subject to 
a fine not exceeding double the sum so retained, or to impris­
onment not exceeding three years, or both, at the discretion 
of the court. And any person intrusted by law with the 
sale of postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, who shall re­
fuse or neglect to account for the same, or who shall pledge For negiecting, 
or hypothecate or unlawfully dispose of them, for any pur- ^age^alnpj 
pose whatever, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and JJJ* esTrPu2iaw." 
shall be subject to the same penalty and punishment as a r e ^ y disposing of 
provided in this section for the embezzlement of money. 

SEC. 62. That any person who shall, without authority For professing to 
from the Postmaster-General, set up or profess to keep any wlthoStautnority! 
office or place of business bearing the sign, name, or title 
of post-office, shall forfeit and pay, for every such offense, 
not more than five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a False swearing 
sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account of a counTSrrerTt aof 
postmaster, to the effect that such account contains a true peSure^to e£ 
statement of the entire amount of postage, box-rents,porjmy' 
charges, and moneys collected or received at his office dur­
ing the quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or 
permitted to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the 
postage was not at the time paid; that such account ex­
hibits truly and faithfully the entire receipts collected at 
his office, and which, by due diligence, could have been col­
lected; and that the credits he claims are just and right. 
And any false swearing therein shall render him liable to 
the pains and penalties of perjury. 

SEC. 79. That no postmaster shall act as agent for any Penalty for post-
lottery-office, or under any color of purchase, or otherwise, a^ntrfor lottery* 
vend lottery tickets; nor shall he receive or send any lot­
tery scheme, circular, or ticket free of postage; and for any 
violation of the provisions of this section the person offend­
ing shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. 

SEC. 96. That any person who shall willfully and mali- Forwiiifuiiy,&c, 
ciously injure, tear down, or destroy, any letter-box,.pillar- reirpTagcie&foradey 

box, or other receptacle established by the Postmaster-Gen- P
e°r

sfof mail"mat" 
eral for the safe deposit of matter for the mail or .for deliv­
ery, or who shall willfully and maliciously assault any F o r agsaulting 

letter-carrier, when in uniform, while engaged on his routew^ln uS£Sier 

in the discharge of his duty as a letter-carrier, and any per­
son who shall willfully aid or assist therein, shall, on con­
viction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
less than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, 

' or be imprisoned not less than one nor more than three 
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years, according to the circumstances and aggravation of 
the offense. 

For issuing a SEC. 105. That any postmaster who shall issue a money-
out first receiving order without having previously received the money there­
for. m le'for shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on con­

viction thereof, shall be fined not less than fifty nor more 
than five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 116. That any person who shall, with intent to de­
fraud, falsely make, forge, counterfeit, engrave, or print, or 
cause or procure, to be falsely made, forged, counterfeited, 
engraved, or printed, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging, counterfeiting, engraving, or printing, any 
order in imitation of or purporting to be a monev-order 
issued by the Post-Office Department, or any of its postmas­
ters or agents, or any material signature or indorsement' 

.thereon ; any person who shall falsely alter, or cause or pro-

Penalty for forg­
ing, «fec, a money-
order ; 

For falsely al- incicuu , 
&c!nl moneSy-o?-cure to be altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely alter-
der with intent to ;r defraud. 

funds, 
therein. 

' ing any such money-order; any person who shall, with 
intent to defraud, pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, 
utter, or publish, as true, any such false, forged, counter­
feited, or altered money-order, knowing the same, or any 
signature or indorsement thereon, to be false, forged, coun­
terfeited, or altered, every such person shall be deemed 
guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof shall be impris­
oned at hard labor for not less than two nor more than H\e 
years, and be fined not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

SEC. 122. That any postmaster, assistant, clerk, or other 
f-*ord'er person employed in or connected with the business or oper 

Penalty for mis­
using, &c, any 

aiding ations of any money-order office who shall convert to his 
own use, in any way whatever, or loan, or deposit in any 
bank, or exchange for other funds, any portion of the money-
order funds, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement; and 
any such person, as well as every other person advising or 
participating therein, shall, on conviction thereof, for every 
such offense, be imprisoned for not less than six months nor 
more than ten years, and be fined in a sum equal to the 

Failure to pay amount embezzled ; and any failure to pay over or produce 
pjfma-facie evi-any money-order funds intrusted to such person shall be 
dence of embezzle- , , , -, - o - • i _ < ? - i i .L T 
ment. taken to be prima-facie evidence of embezzlement j and upon 

the trial of any indictment against any person for such etn-
intriaisfor,&c, bezzlement, it shall b6 prima-facie evidence of a balance 

transcript from, • J_ -i • J •-i J_ • ± n JI -i 
&c,to be prima-against him to produce a transcript from the money-order 
b̂ TancTagâ Sst.0 account-books of the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart­

ment. But nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
prohibit any postmaster depositing, under the direction of 
the Postmaster-General, in a national bank designated by 
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the Secretary of the Treasury for that purpose, to his own 
credit as postmaster, any money-order or ether funds in his 
charge, nor prevent his negotiating drafts or other evi­
dences of debt through such bank, or through United States 
disbursing officers, or otherwise, when instructed or required 
to do so by the Postmaster-General, for. the purpose of re­
mitting surplus money-order funds from one post-office to 
another, to be used in payment of money-orders. That dis­
bursing officers of the United States shall be required to 
issue, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks drawn by them 
in favor of any postmaster on account of money-order or 
other public funds received by them from some other post­
master. 

SEC. 142. That any person who shall inclose or conceal 
any letter, memorandum, or other thing in any mail-matter 
not charged with letter-postage, or make any writing or 
memorandum thereon, and deposit, or cause the same to be 
deposited, for conveyance by mail at a less rate than letter-
postage, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay five 
dollars, and such mail-matter or inclosure shall not be de­
livered until the postage is paid thereon at letter-rates; but 
no extra postage shall be charged for a card printed or im­
pressed upon an envelope or wrapper. 

SEC. 145. That any postmaster who shall unlawfully de­
tain in his office any letter or other mail-matter, the posting 
of which is not prohibited by law, with intent to prevent 
the arrival and delivery of the same to the person to whom 
it is addressed, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not 
exceeding six months, and he shall be forever thereafter in­
capable of holding the office ot postmaster. 

SEC. 146. That any person employed in any department 
of the postal service, who shall unlawfully detain, delay, or 
open any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters intrusted to 
him, or which shall have come into his possession, and 
which was intended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or 
delivered by any mail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, 
letter-carrier, or other person employed in any department 
of the postal service, or forwarded through or delivered from 
any post-office or branch post-office established by authority 
of the Postmaster-General; any such person who shall 
secrete, embezzle, or destroy any such letter, packet, bag, or 
mail of letters, as aforesaid, which shall not contain any secu­
rity for or assurance relating to money or other thing of value, 
every such person shall, on conviction thereof, for every 

Penalty for in­
closing letter in 
mail-matter not 
charged with let­
ter-postage, or 
writing thereon. 

Upon postmas­
ters for unlawfully 
detaining letters 
with intent, &c.; 

Upon any em­
ploye in the pos­
tal service for un­
lawfully detaining 
letters, &c.; 

For secreting or 
destroying, &c, 
letters, &c, n o t 
containing, &c.; 
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such offense, forfeit and pay a penalty of not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than one year, 
or both, at the discretion of the court. 

For taking any SEC. 147. That any person who shall take any letter, 
containing, & c, postal card, or packet which shall not contain any article 
fcc^wfth intent of value or evidence thereof out of a post-office or branch 

post-office, or from a letter or mail carrier, or which has been 
in any post-office or branch post-office, or in the custody 
of any letter or mail carrier, before it shall have been deliv­
ered to the person to whom it was directed, with a design 
to obstruct the correspondence, or pry into the business 
or secrets of another, or shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy 
the same, shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, 
forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, 
or be imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding one year, or 
both, at the discretion of the court. 

For knowingly SEC. 148. That no obscene book, pamphlet, picture, 
scene? ̂ bfoks^ print, or other publication of a vulgar or indecent charac 
card's1,0 &cl, m*thl ter, or any letter upon the envelope of which, or postal card 
oTforS^ scurrilous epithets may have been written or 

printed, or disloyal devices printed or engraved, shall be car­
ried in the mail; and any person who shall knowingly de­
posit, or cause to be deposited, for mailing or for delivery, 
any such obscene publication, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall, for every 
such offense, be fined not more than five hundred dollars, 
or imprisoned not more than one year, or both, according to 
the circumstances and aggravation of the offense. 

For knowingly SEC. 149. That it shall not be lawful to convey by mail, 
posnmce^o'benor to deposit in a post-office to be sent by mail, any letters 
tore, f̂ec.̂ oncem- or circulars concerning illegal lotteries, so-called gift-con­

certs, or other similar enterprises offering prizes, or concern­
ing schemes devised and intended to deceive and defraud the 
public for the purpose of obtaining money under false pre­
tenses, and a penalty of not more than five hundred dollars 
nor less than one hundred dollars, with costs of prosecution, 
is hereby imposed upon conviction, in any Federal court, of 
the violation of this section. 

penalty for un- SEC. 162. That the Postal aster-Gen eral may prescribe, by 
naewspa^erSs!n&aaegulation, an affidavit, in form, to be taken by the pub-
u°ia°r robecribera, lisher, or by the clerk, agent, or servant of the publisher, 
affidavit required of any newspaper or other periodical which may by law- be 

sent to regular subscribers without prepayment of postage 
at the mailing office, to the effect that neither he nor any 
other proprietor, clerk, agent, or employee within his knowl­
edge will send, cause or permit to be sent through the mail, 

J L 
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without prepayment by postage-stamps, any copies of such 
newspaper or other periodical (naming it) except to bona-
fide and regular subscribers thereto; and if any such news­
paper or other periodical shall be thus unlawfully sent, with 
the knowledge or consent of such proprietor, or his agent, 
clerk, servant in charge of such business, or if such affidavit 
shall, when required by the Postmaster-General or any spe­
cial agent of the Post-Office Department, be refused, the per­
son guilty of the offense, or refusing to make the affidavit, 
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars in each case. 

SEC. 174. That postage-stamps shall not be sold for any For selling post-
larger sum than the value indicated on their face, nor more ISS value! 

-i T o n . i 1 J 1 / - . 1 &c„ or stamped 
. stamped envelopes for more than is charged therefor by envelopes for 

the Post-Office Department for like quantities; and any by Separtmen^1 

person connected with the postal service who shall violate 
this provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
on conviction thereof, shall be fined in any sum not less than 
ten nor more than five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 176. That any person employed in any branch of upon employes, 
the postal service who shall willfully and unlawfully remove &c.; removing 

' . postage-stamps af-
from any mail-matter any postage-stamp affixed thereto in fixed to mailable 
payment of the postage, shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such offense, be fined not more than one hundred dol­
lars, or be imprisoned not more than six months, at the dis­
cretion of the court. 

SEC. 177. That any person who shall use or attempt to upon any per­
use, in payment of the postage on any mail-matter conveyed stamp, &c, 'once 
by mail or otherwise, any postage-stamp or stamped envel-U8e( 

ope, or any stamp cut from any such stamped envelope, 
which has been before used for a like purpose, shall forfeit 
and pay fifty dollars. And any person who shall counter- F°r counterfeit-

T \ . in g frank, with in-
feit the frank of any person entitled to the franking privi-tent, &c.; 
lege, or willfully utter or use any counterfeit frank with the 
intent to avoid the payment of postage, shall, on convic­
tion thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be pun­
ished by a fine not less than fifty dollars nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not less than three 
months nor more than twelve months, or by both fine and 
imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 178. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit Forforging, &c, 
any postage-stamp, or any stamp printed upon any stamped &°c.tagestamp8' 
envelope, postal card, or any die, plate, or engrkving there­
for ; any person who shall make, or print, or knowingly use 
or sell, or have in possession, with intent to use or sell, any 
such forged or counterfeited postage-stamp, stamped envel­
ope, postal card, die, plate, or engraving; any person who 

7 P c 
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For knowingly shall make, or knowingly use or sell, or have in possession, 
ingnfn possessmn with intent to use or sell, any paper bearing the water-mark 
with intent, &c.; o , ^ T J_ i i o -, -, , • 

of any stamped envelope, postal card, or any fraudulent lm-
For making, itation thereof; any person who shall make or print, or au-

&c, stamps with- . 7 7 

outauthority; thorize or procure to be made or printed, any postage-
stamp, stamped envelope, or postal card, of the kind au­
thorized and provided by the Post-Office Department, with­
out the special authority and direction of said Depart-

For delivering ment; any person who shall, after Such postage-stamps, 
tborSSed °perams stamped envelopes, or postal card, have been printed, and 

m en, c.; w ^ u jnj-en£ £0 defraud the postal revenue, deliver the same 
to any person not authorized by an instrument of writing 
duly executed under the hand of the Postmaster-General 
and the seal of the Post-Office Department to receive them, 
every such person shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed 
guilty of a felony, and be punished by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five 
years, or by both fine and imprisonment, in the discretion 
of the court. 

For forging or SEC. 179. That any person who shall forge or counterfeit 
stampf of foreign or knowingly utter or use any forged or counterfeited post-
govemment; age-stamp of any foreign government, shall be deemed guilty 

of a felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by 
imprisonment of not less than two nor more than ten years, 
at the discretion of the court. 

For failure of SEC. 222. That the master of any vessel of the United 
united°srtates ̂ ef-States, bound from any port therein to any foreign port, or 
thVt Tee Ks from any foreign port to any port of the United States, shall, 
ereô aumanf&c7; hefore clearance, receive on board and securely convey ail 

such mails as the Post-Office Department, or any diplomatic 
or consular officer of the United States abroad, shall offer; 
and he shall promptly deliver the same, on arriving at the 
port of destination, to the proper officer, for which he shall 
receive two cents for every letter so delivered; and upon 
the entry of every such vessel returning from any foreign 
port, the master thereof shall make oath or affirmation that 
he has promptly delivered all (he mail placed on board said 
vessel before clearance from the United States; and if he 
shall fail to make such oath or affirmation, the said vessel 
shall not be entitled to the privileges of a vessel of the 
United States. 

For failure of SEC. 223. That the master of any steamboat passing be-
steamboatp°assan̂  tween ports or places in the United States, and arriving at 
pwtoffice3laiiriea-atty s u c n Por^ o r place where there is a post-office, shall de-
certain&time7&c.in ̂ v e r ^° * n e postmaster, within three hours after his arrival, 

if in the day-time, and if at night, within two hours after 
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the next sunrise, all letters and packets brought by him, or 
within his power or control and not relating to the cargo, 
addressed to or destined for such port, or place, for which 
he shall receive from the postmaster two cents for each let­
ter or packet so delivered, unless the same is carried under 
a contract for carrying the mail; and for every failure to so 
deliver such letters and packets, the master or owner of 
said steamboat shall forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty 
dollars. . * 

SEC. 225. That any person who shall paint, print, or in penalty for 
any manner place upon or attach to any steamboat or other Sp̂ n velei! &t'.', 
vessel, or any stage-coach or other vehicle, not actually used gh

t|
w°^aii," &c.f 

in carrying the mail, the words " United States mail," or 
any words, letters, or characters of like import; any person 
who shall give notice, by publishing in any newspaper or 
otherwise, that any steamboat or other vessel, or any stage­
coach or other vehicle, is used in carrying the mail, when 
the same is not actually so used, every person so offending, 
or willfully aiding or abetting therein, shall, on conviction 
thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not less than 
on»e hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars. 

SEC. 227. That any person concerned in carrying the mail, For receiving, 
who shall collect, receive, or carry any letter or packet, or contralto fawf 
cause or procure the same to he done, contrary to Jaw, shall, 
on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay 
not exceeding fifty dollars. 

SEC. 228. That no person shall establish any private ex- For establishing 
o , i o i ,j_ , , . a Private express 

press tor the conveyance of letters or packets, or m any for carrying iet-
manner cause or provide for the conveyance of the same by ers' °'' 
regular trips or at stated periods, over any post-route which 
is or may be established by law, or from any city, town, or 
place to any other city, town, or place between which the 
mail is regularly carried; and every person so offending, or 
aiding or assisting therein, shall, for each offense, forfeit and 
pay one hundred and fifty dollars. 

SEC. 229. That the owner of every stage-coach, railway- upon owners of 
car, steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel, which shall, with knowingî c o n-
the knowledge of any owner, in whole or in part, or with Sng

gaaYP
PriJate 

the knowledge or connivance of the driver, conductor, mas- exPressfor> &c-; 
ter, or other person having charge of the same, convey any 
person acting or employed as a private express for the con­
veyance of letters or packets, and actually in possession of 
the same for the purpose of conveying them contrary to the 
spirit, true intent, and meaning of this law, shall, for every 
such offense, forfeit and pay one hundred and fifty dollars. For sending let-

SEC. 230. That no person shall transmit by private ex - v ^ express7;pri" 
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press or other unlawful means, or deliver to any agent of 
such unlawful express, or deposit, or cause to be deposited, 
at any appointed place, for the purpose of being transmit­
ted, any letter or packet, and for every such offense the 
party so offending shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars, 

upon owners of SEC. 231. That no stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or 
car̂ Sgotnerwtae other vehicle or vessel which regularly performs trips at 
anyVtterf&cT1, stated periods on any post-route, or from any city, town, or 

place to any other city, town or place between which the 
mail is regularly carried,- shall carry, otherwise than in 
the mail, any letters or packets, except such as relate to some 
part of the cargo of such steamboat or other vessel, or to 
some article carried at the same time by the same stage-coach, 
railway-car, or other vehicle, except as provided in section 
two hundred and thirty-nine; and for every such offense 
the owner of the stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or 
other vehicle or vessel shall forfeit and pay one hundred 
dollars; and the driver, conductor, master, or other person 
having charge thereof, and not at the time owner of the 
whole or any part thereof, shall in like manner forfeit and 
pay for every such offense fifty dollars. 

For carrying gEC# 232. That no person shall carry any letter or packet 
any letter except 
in the man on any o n board any vessel which carries the mail otherwise than 
vessel that carries v 

the mail; in such mail, except as provided in section two hundred and 
thirty-nine ; and for every such offense the party offending 
shall forfeit and pay fifty dollars. 

SEC. 234. That no vessel arriving within any port or col­
lection district of the United States shall be allowed to 
make entry or break bulk until all letters on board are de­
livered at the nearest post-office, and the master thereof has 
signed and sworn to the following declaration, before the 
collecfor or other proper customs officer: 

—, arriving from , and 

" I , A. B., master of the-
now lying in the port of -, do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I have, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
delivered, at the post-office at , every letter and every 
bag, packet, or parcel of letters, which were on board the 
said vessel during her last voyage, or which were in my pos­
session or under my power or control.'7 

upon master of And any master who shall break bulk before he has de-
i^&rf^whosnSilivered such letters shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit not 
h9

ehas delivered exceeding one hundred dollars for every such offense, one-
letters &c * 

half to the officer makiug the seizure, and the other to the 
use of the United States. 

sl°r ob̂ tmSfm' ^ E C ' 2 ^ ' T t i a t a n y P e r s o n w n o s n a l * knowingly and will-
themaii,&c; fully obstruct or retard the passage of the mail, or any 

carriage, horse, driver, or carrier carrying the same, shall, 
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on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and 
pay not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

SEC. 242. That any ferryman who shall delay the passage upon ferryman 
17 *" • for delaying pas-

of the mail by willful neglect or refusal to transport the same sage of the man, 
across any ferry shall, for every ten minutes such mail may 
be so delayed, forfeit and pay ten dollars. 

SEC. 247. That any postmaster or other officer of the Post- upon postmas-
ter &.c foi* cert!-

Office Department who shall affix his signature to the cer- fying to sufficiency 
tificate of sufficiency of guarantors or sureties before the be¥oTJ&n^lknty 
guaranty or contract is signed by the guarantors or sure- signed?!™0 

ties, or shall knowingly make any false or illusory certifi­
cate, shall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction 
thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both. 

SEC. 250. That no contract for carrying the mail shall be penalty for en-
made with any person who has entered, or proposed to en-combination1?©? 
ter, into any combination to prevent the making of any bid Po™Vearry?ngb the 
for carrying the mail, or who has made any agreement, or ™M °^eement] 
given or performed, or promised to give or perform, ^ J ^ n S t S 
consideration whatever to induce any other person not to &c 

bid for any such contract; and if any person so offending 
is a contractor for carrying the mail, his contract may be 
annulled; and for the first offense the person so offending 
shall be disqualified to contract for carrying the mail for 
five years, and for the second offense shall be forever dis­
qualified. 

SEC. 254. That any person or persons bidding for the upon bidders 
transportation of the mails upon any route which inaybeT™ ! advertised to be let, and receiving an award of the contract 

* ing to enter intp 
contract after re­
ceiving award of 

for such service, who shall wrongfully refuse or fail to entersame; 

into a contract with the Postmaster-General in due form, 
and perform the service described in his or their bid or pro­
posal, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding five 
thousand dollars and by imprisonment for a term not ex­
ceeding twelve months. 

SEC. 277. That all letters or other mailable matter con- Penalty for re-
veyed to or from any part of the United States by any for- convey certainiet°-
eign packet or ship, except such sealed letters relating topearcketsf&c.oleien 

said ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo thereof as may 
be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or consignees, 
of said ship or other vessel, shall be so subject to postage 
charge as aforesaid, whether addressed to any person in the 
United States or elsewhere, provided it is done by the 
packet or other ship of a foreign country imposing postage 



102 

on letters or mailable matter conveyed to or from such 
country by any packet or other ship of the United States) 
and such letters or other mailable matter carried in foreign 
packet-ships or other vessels, except such unsealed letters 
relating to the ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo there­
of, as may be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or 
consignees, as aforesaid, are hereby required to be delivered 
into the United States post-office by the master or comman­
ders of all such packets or other vessels when arriving, and 
to be taken from a United States post-office when depart­
ing, and the postage paid thereon justly chargeable by this 
act; and for refusing or failing to do so, or for conveying 
said letters or any letters intended to be conveyed in any ship 
or vessel of such foreign country over or across the United 
States, or any portion thereof, the party offending shall, on 
conviction, forfeit and pay not exceeding one thousand dol­
lars for each offense. 

Forwiiifuiiy,&c, SEC. 278. That any person who shall wilfully or malici-
lnjurmg mail-mat- " x " 
ter in letter-box, ously injure, deface, or destroy any mail-matter, deposited 
therein; in any letter-box, pillar-box, or other receptacle established 

by authority of the Postmaster-General for the safe deposit 
of matter for the mail or for delivery, or who shall willfully 
aid or assist in injuring such mail-matter, shall, on convic­
tion thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not more 
than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than 
three years, at the discretion of the court. 

Upon employes SEC. 279. That any person employed in any department 
secreting™?6 de- of the postal service who shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy 
tersy&?', £cthlir any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters intrusted to him, 
Parr?ed10by ^an!o r which shall come into his possession, and which was in-
fnCy artTci^ol tended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or delivered by 
value; a n y niail-carrier, mail-messenger, route-agent, letter-carrier, 

or other person employed in any department of the postal 
service, or forwarded through or delivered from any post-
office or branch post-office established by authority of the 
Postmaster-General, and which shall contain any note, 
bond, draft, check, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage-stamp, 
stamped envelope, postal card, money-order, certificate of 
stock, or other pecuniary obligation or security of the gov­
ernment, or of any officer or fiscal agent thereof, of any 
description whatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill, bill 
of exchange, or note of assignment of stock in the funds; 
any letter of attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, 
selling stock in the funds, or collecting the interest thereof; 
any letter of credit, note, bond, warrant, draft, bill, promis­
sory note, covenant, contract, or agreement, whatsoever, for 
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or relating to the payment of money, or the delivery of 
any article of value, or the performance of any act, matter, 
or thing; any receipt, release, acquittance, or discharge of 
or from any debt, covenant, or demand, or any part thereof; 
any copy of the record of any judgment or decree in any 
court of law or chancery, or any execution which may have 
issued thereon; any copy of any other record, or any other. 
article of value, or writing representing the same; any such For taking, &c, 
person who shall steal or take any of the things aforesaid omofsuch letters! 
out of auy letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters which shall 
have come into his possession, either in the regular course 
of his official duties, or in any other manner whatever, and 
provided the same shall not have been delivered to the 
party to whom it is directed, every such person shall, on 
conviction thereof, for every such offense, be imprisoned at 
hard labor not less than one nor more than five years. 

SEC. 280. That the fact that any letter, packet, bag, or The depositing 
mail of letters shall have been deposited in any post-office office, &c.. to be 
or branch post-office established by authority of the Post-4waaintendedt©oe 
master-General, or in any other authorized depository forconveye ymai-
mail-matter, or in charge of any postmaster, assistant, clerk, 
carrier, agent, or messenger employed in any department 
of the postal service, shall be taken and held to be evidence 
that the same was " intended to be conveyed by mail" within 
the meaning of this statute. 

SEC. 281. That any person who shall steal the mail, or penalty upon 
steal or take from or out of any mail, or post-office, branch pTJyls t̂ne Im­
post-office, or other authorized depository for mail-matter, SemaUoM»ytoS 
any letter or packet; any person who shall take the mail,ter f romthemai l ; 

or any letter or packet therefrom, or from any post-office, 
branch post-office, or other authorized depository for mail-
matter, with or without the consent of the person having 
custody thereof, and open, embezzle or destroy, any such For opening, 
mail, letter, or package which, shall contain any note, uti^ &c,con*' 
bond, draft, check, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage-stamp, lvalue"7 artlde 

stamped envelope, money-order, certificate of stock, or 
other pecuniary obligation or security of the government, 
or of any officer or fiscal agent thereof, of any description 
whatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill, bill of exchange, 
or note of assignment of stock in the funds ; any letter of 
attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, selling stock in 
the funds, or collecting the interest thereof; any letter of 
credit, note, bond, warrant, draft, bill, promissory note, 
covenant, contract, or agreement whatsoever for or relating 
to the payment or the delivery of any article of value, or 
the performance of any act, matter, or thing; any receipt, 
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release, acquittance, or discharge of or from any debt, 
covenant, or demand, or any part thereof; any copy of the 
record of any judgment or decree in any court of law or 
chancery, or any execution which may have issued thereon; 
any copy of any other record, or any other article of value, 

by^uds?wn âif o r a n y writing representing the same; any person who shall, 
letters, &c. ^y f r a u ( j o r deception, obtain from any person having cus­

tody thereof any such mail, letter or packet containing 
any such article of value aforesaid, every such person, not 
being employed in any department of the postal service, 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, be im­
prisoned at hard labor not less than one nor more than five 
years. 

Penalty for be- g E C t 282. That anv person who shall be accessory after 
mg accessory af- " * * 
offe^sea^insuhe^6 ^act) t o t a e 0 ^ e n s e °f stealing or taking any letter, pos-
postaiiaws. tal card, or other mail-matter, or any inclosure therein, or 

to any other offense against the postal laws, shall, on con­
viction thereof, forfeit and pay not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding five years; and 
any such accessory after the fact may be tried, convicted, 
and punished in the district in which his offense was com­
mitted, though the principal offense may have been commit-

a8ted in another district; and such trial, conviction, and pun­
ishment may be before that of the principal offender, when 
such principal offender has fled from justice or cannot be 
arrested to be put on trial. 

penalty for SEC. 283. That any person who shall buy, receive, or con-
knowingly receiv- l . . 
ing, &c, any art;-ceal, or aid in buvmg, receiving, or concealing any note, 
clc of value stolen - , , « - , , " 
from the mad, or bond, draft, check, warrant, revenue-stamp, postage-stamp, 

stamped envelope, postal card, money-order, certificate of 
stock, or other pecuniary obligation or security of the gov­
ernment, or of any officer or fiscal agent thereof, of any de­
scription whatever; any bank-note, bank post-bill, bill of 
exchange, or note of assignment of stock in the funds; any 
letter of attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, sell­
ing stock in the funds, or collecting the interest thereof; 
any letter of credit, note, bond, warrant, draft, bill, promis­
sory note, covenant, contract, or agreement whatsoever, for 
or relating to the payment of money or the delivery of any 
article of value, or the performance of any act, matter, or 
thing; anyreceipt, release, acquittance, or discharge of or from 
any debt, covenant, or demand or any part thereof; any copy 
of the record of any judgment or decree in any court of law 
or chancery, or any execution which may have issued 
thereon ; any copy of any other record, or any other article 
of value or writing representing the same, knowing any 

Proceedings 
to trial, &c. 
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such article or thing to have been stolen or embezzled from 
the mail, or out of any post-office, branch post-office, or other 
authorized depository for mail-matter, or from any person 
having custody thereof, every such person shall, on convic­
tion thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not ex­
ceeding two thousand dollars, and be confined at hard labor 
not exceeding five years; and such offender may be tried, Receiver may 
convicted, and punished without the principal offender being thief!6 

first tried, when said principal offender has fled from jus­
tice, or cannot be found to be put on trial. 

SEC. 284. That any person employed in any department Penalty for de-
of the postal service who shall improperly detain, delay, em- iy or destroying, 
, , -, ., ,, &c, any news-
bezzle, or destroy any newspaper, or permit any other per- paper, &c.; 
son to detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy the same, or open, 
or permit any other person to open, any mail or package of 
newspapers not directed to the office where he is employed, 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit 
and pay not exceeding fifty dollars. And if any other per- For opening, &c., 

*~ * P " v x any mail or pack-
son shall open, embezzle, or destroy any mail or package of «ge of newspapers 

L 7 I . ., - . not addressed,&c; 
newspapers not being directed to him, and not being au­
thorized to open or receive the same, every such person 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit 
and pay not exceeding twenty dollars. And any person For stealing 

L v ° u " x newspapers from 
who shall take or steal any mail or package of newspapers »»y man or post-
from any post-office, or from any person having custody 
thereof, every such person shall, on conviction thereof, for 
every such offense, be imprisoned at hard labor not exceed­
ing three months. 

SEC. 285. That any person who shall rob any carrier, For robbing any 
agent, or other person intrusted with the mail, of such mail, man̂ r any0part 
or any part thereof, shall, on conviction thereof, be impris-thereof; 

oned at hard labor not less than five nor more than ten years; 
and if convicted a second time of a like offense, or if, in second convic-
effecting such robbery the first time, the robber shall wound ^th^Sei^ 
the person having custody of the mail, or put his life in jeop­
ardy by the use of dangerous weapons, such offender shall 
be imprisoned, at hard labor, for the term of his natural life. 

SEC. 286. That any person who shall be accessory after For being acces-
the fact to any robbery of the carrier, agent, or other per- t

8°rrobbengtha ca?* 
son intrusted with the mail, of such mail, or any part thereof,rier'&c* 
shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit 
and pay not exceeding two thousand dollars, and be impris­
oned at hard labor not exceeding ten years; and such ac­
cessory after the fact may be tried, convicted, and pun­
ished without the principal offender being first tried, when 
said principal offender has fled from justice, or cannot be 
found to be put on trial. 

1 
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For attempting SEC. 287. That any person who shall attempt to rob the 
aasauiting.&c!; y mail by assaulting the person having custody thereof, shoot­

ing at him or his horse, or threatening him with dangerous 
weapons, and shall not effect such robbery, shall, on convic­
tion thereof, be imprisoned at hard labor not less than two 
nor more than ten years. 

upon any per- gEc. 288. That any person who shall have taken charge 
son whohas charge c * ° 
ofthemaiiforvoi-of the mail and shall voluntarily quit or desert the same 
untarilv quitting it - , - , - , - , . - , . . ' 
before "delivery at before he has delivered it into the post-office at the ternn-
post-office, &c. - .. . . . ., . 

nation of the route, or to some known mail-carrier, messen­
ger, agent, or other employee of the Post-Office Depart­
ment authorized to receive the same, shall, on conviction 
thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not exceed­
ing five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not less than 
three months nor more than one year. 

Laws fordepre- SEC. 289. That all laws defining punishment for depreda-
dations on mails to . 
extend to Indian tions committed upon the mail shall extend to and have full 

force in the Indian country. 
penalty for steal- SEC. 290. That any person who shall steal, purloin, or 

orty beiongmg to embezzle any mail-bag or other property in use by or be-
prtPmfnt01oreSd-longing to the Post-Office Department, or who shall, for 

any lucre, gain, or convenience, appropriate any such prop­
erty to his own or any other than its proper use, or who 
shall, for any lucre or gain, convey away any such property 
to the hinderance or detriment of the public service; every 

if value of prop-such person, his aiders, abettors, and counselors, shall, if 
more; " ~° °r the value of the property be twenty-five dollars or more, be 

deemed guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof, for every 
such offense, shall be imprisoned not exceeding three years; 

if less than ̂ 25; and if the value of the property be less than twenty-five 
dollars, the party offending shall be imprisoned not more 
than one year, or be fined not less than ten nor more than 
two hundred dollars. 

For injuring, SEC. 291. That any person who shall tear, cut, or other-
6rC'iock, &£fwith wise injure any mail-bag, pouch, or other thing used or de-
mail! &V;°

steal signed for use in the conveyance of the mail, or who shall 
draw or break any staple, or loosen any part of any lock, 
chain, or strap attached thereto, with intent to rob or steal 
any such mail, or to render the same insecure, shall, on con­
viction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and pay not 
less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, 
or be imprisoned at hard labor not less than one nor more 
than three years, at the discretion of the court. 

For stealing, SEC. 292. That any person who shall steal, purloin, em-
maiiiock ineyuse! bezzle, or obtain by any false pretense, or shall aid or assist 
or aiding therein; ^ stealing, purloining, embezzling, or obtaining by any 



flp 

107 

false pretense, any key suited to any lock adopted by the 
Post-Office Department, and in use on any of the mails or 
bags thereof; any person who shall knowingly and unlaw- For forging 
fully make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause to be unlawfully c*'suc ey* 
made, forged, or counterfeited, or knowingly aid or assist For having such 

, . ,. • M. ... , , key in possession 
m making, forging, or counterfeiting, any such key; any with unlawful in-
person who shall have in his possession any such mail lock en ' 
or key, with the intent unlawfully or improperly to use, 
sell, or otherwise dispose of the same, or to cause the same For delivering 
to be unlawfully or improperly used, sold, or otherwise dis- ptfso^^uthoK 
posed of; any person engaged as contractor or otherwise in ^em/0 receive 

the manufacture of any such mail locks or keys who shall 
deliver, or cause to be delivered, any finished or unfinished 
lock or key used or designed for use by said Department, 
or the interior part of any such lock, to any person not duly 
authorized, under the hand of the Postmaster-General and 
the seal of the Post-Office Department, to receive the same, 
(unless the person receiving is the contractor for furnishing 
the same, or engaged in the manufacture thereof in the 
manner authorized by the contract, or the agent for such 
manufacturer,) every such person shall be deemed guilty 
of felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned 
not exceeding ten years. 

SEC. 293. That any person who shall forcibly break into, For forcibly 
or attempt to break into, any post-office, or any building used pô ffiLint°vvTth 
in whole or in part as a post-office, with intent to committemptinttedoS£ 
therein larceny or other depredation, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be fined not more than one thousand dollars, and 
imprisoned at hard labor not more than five years, accord­
ing to the circumstances and aggravation of the case, in the 
discretion of the court. 

SEC. 294. That if any person or persons shall falsely make, For forging, &c, 
alter, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely wrTtteg?dWith' 5 
made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid 0r t e n t t o d e t r a u d ; 

assist in the false making, altering, forging, or counter­
feiting, any bond, bid, proposal, guarantee, security, official 
bond, public record, affidavit, or other writing for the pur­
pose of defrauding the United States; or shall utter or For knowingly 
publish as true, or cause to be uttered or published as true, ^ ^ writing n 

any such false, forged, altered or counterfeited bond, bid, 
proposal^ guarantee, security, official bond, public record, 
affidavit, or other writing, for the purpose of defrauding 
the United States, knowing the same to be false, forged, 
altered, or counterfeited; or shall transmit to, or present 
at, or cause to procure to be transmitted to, or presented 
at, the office of any officer of the United States any such 



108 

false, forged, altered, or counterfeited bond, bid, proposal, 
guarantee, security, official bond, public record, affidavit, 
or other writing, knowing the same to be false, forged, 
altered, or counterfeited, for the purpose of defrauding the 
United States, every such person shall be deemed and ad­
judged guilty of felony, and, being thereof duly convicted, 
shall be sentenced to be imprisoned, and kept at hard labor, 
for a period not exceeding ten years, or be fined not exceed­
ing one thousand dollars, or both of said punishments, in 
the discretion of the court. 

offenses com- SEC. 295. That if any offense shall be committed in any 
rfnder1 the PjS* place which has been, or shall hereafter be, ceded to and 
united states, and nnder the jurisdiction of the United States, which offense 
fawŝ fYheŝ ate! is not prohibited, or the punishment thereof is not speci-
hiwted by any ally provided for by any law of the United States, such 
fow^^^^ried offense shall, upon conviction in any court of the United 
and punished. States having cognizance thereof, be liable to, and receive 

the same punishment as the laws of the State in which such 
place is or may be situated, now in force, provided for the 
like offense when committed within the jurisdiction of such 

subsequent re-State; and no subsequent repeal of any such State law 
affect persecution? shall affect any prosecution for such offense in any of the 

courts of the United States. 
Penalty for de- SEC. 296. That if any postmaster, or other person author-

po°tTgec'othXized by the Postmaster-General to receive the postage of 
letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any rate of 
postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than is provided by this 
act, for the postage of letters or packets, on conviction there­
of, he shall forfeit, for every such offense, one hundred dol­
lars. 

penalty upon SEC. 297. That if any person employed in any department 
postiiVrvice tor of the post-office establishment of the United States shall, 
î npTepfyment1Dof willfully and knowingly, use, or cause to be used, in prepay-
Sge-Jtem b̂efore ment of postage any postage-stamp, postal card, or stamped 
soused; envelope issued, or which may hereafter be issued, by au­

thority of any act of Congress or of the Postmaster-Gen­
eral, which has already been once used for a like purpose, 

For removing or shall remove, or attempt to remove, the canceling or de-
defacing markSr. . i / » T , ±_ , i 
from stamps, &c, facing marks from any such postage-stamp, or stamped en-
with mtent, &c.; v e j 0pe ? o r p 0 S t a l card, with iutent to use, or cause the use 

oi t\ie same, a second time, OY to sell, on offer, to sell, the 
same, or shall remove from letters or other mail-matter de­
posited in or received at a post-office the stamps attached to 
the same in payment of postage, with intent to use the same 
a second time for a like purpose, or to sell, or offer to sell, 
the same, every such offender shall, upon conviction thereof, 
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be deemed guilty of felony, and shall be imprisoned for not 
less than one year nor more than three years. 

SEC. 298. That if any person not employed in any de­
partment of the post-office establishment of the United 
States shall commit any of the offenses described in the 
preceding section, every such person shall, on conviction 
thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be pun­
ished by imprisonment for not less than six months nor 
more than one year, or by a fine of not less than one hun­
dred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, for each 
offense, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the dis­
cretion of the court. 

SEC. 301. That if any person having devised or intending 
to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, or be effected 
by either opening or intending to open correspondence or 
communication with any other person, (whether resident 
within or outside of the United States,) by means of the 
post-office establishment of the United States, or by inciting 
such other person to open communication with the person 
so devising or intending, shall, in and for executing such 
scheme or aitifice, (or attempting so to do,) place any letter 
or packet in any post-office of the United States, or take 
or receive any therefrom, such person so misusing the post-
office establishment, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be punished with a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars, with or without such imprisonment, as the court 
shall direct, not exceeding eighteen calendar months. The 
indictment, information, or complaint may severally charge 
offenses to the number of three when committed within the 
same six calendar months; but the court thereupon shall 
give a single sentence, and shall proportion the punishment 
especially to the degree in which the abuse of the post-office 
establishment enters as an instrument into such fraudulent 
scheme and device. 

SEC. 327. That the following acts and parts of acts and 
resolutions and parts of resolutions are hereby repealed, but 
such repeal shall not be construed to affect or extend to any 
crimes or offenses heretofore committed, and which are pun­
ishable under any law hereby repealed; but all such crimes 
and offenses shall be prosecuted, determined, and punished 
according to the said laws, the same as if this act had not 
passed; nor shall such repeal be construed to affect any ap­
pointment to office, or any contract, debt, or demand uuder 
or by virtue of the said laws, but all such appointments, 
contracts, debts, and demands shall have full force and 
effect, the same as if this act had not passed. That the refer­
ences to the said acts hereby repealed are to the same as 

Upon persons 
not employed in 
the postal service 
for like offenses ; 

For misusing the 
post-office estab­
lishment, by open­
ing, &c, corre­
spondence with in­
tent to defraud, 
and placing, &c, 
letters in post-of­
fice; 

Proceedings for 
trial, conviction, 
&c. 

Saving clause. 
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contained in the edition of the Statutes at Large, published 
by Little, Brown and Company, under and by virtue of the 
resolution of March three, eighteen hundred and forty-five, 
and the continuation thereof. 
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SEC. 12. That no person employed in the Post-Office De- NO employee to 
partment shall become interested in any contract for car- any contract for 
rying the mail, or act as agent, with or without compensa-orTicLaV^ntfor 
. . o i j_ oo - . i contractor, &c. 
tion, for any contractor or person offering to become a con­
tractor, in any business before the Department; and any 
person so offending shall be immediately dismissed from penalty. 
office, and shall be liable to pay so much money as would 
have been realized from said contract, to be recovered in an 
action of debt, for the use of the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 50. That in all cases were money has been paid out suits to be 
of the funds of the Post-Office Department under the pre- ^ y

h t p̂ d
C0Vby 

tense that service has been performed therefor, when, i n ^ S a k ^ ^ r 
fact, such service has not been performed, or as additional tlll0U8n frHUd-
allowance for increased service actually rendered, when the 
additional allowance exceeds the sum which, according to 
law, might rightfully have been allowed therefor, and in all 
other cases where money of the Department has been paid 
to any person in consequence of fraudulent representations, 
or by the mistake, collusion, or misconduct of any officer or 
other employee in the postal service, the Postmaster-General 
shall cause suit to be brought to recover such wrong or 
fraudulent payment or excess, with interest thereon. 

SEC. 67. That if on the settlement of the account of any suit for indebt-
postmaster it shall appear that he is indebted to the United broughtm within! 
States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted within three f0

Cua°reieasea!s °n 

years after the close of such account, the sureties on his 
bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness. 
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penalty for neg- SEC. 74. That if any postmaster shall neglect to render 
count for ône his accounts, for one month after the time, and in the form 
ume!&ca

;
ter theand manner prescribed by law and the regulations of the 

Postmaster-General, such postmaster and his sureties shall 
forfeit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts at 
said office during any previous or subsequent equal period 

if no account of time; and if, at the time of trial, no account shall have 
has been rendered ' ' ' 
at time of trial, been rendered, they shall forfeit and pay such sum as the 

court and jury shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, to be 
recovered in an action of debt on the bond. 

suit to be SEC. 251. That after any regular bidder or contractor for 
diff?VenceeC°be-the transportation of the mail upon any route shall have 
fSungbi0dndterl&c!f ̂ a^e^ to enter into contract, and commence the performance 

thereof as herein provided, the Postmaster-General shall 
proceed to contract with the next lowest bidder for such 
service, who will enter into a contract and perform the 
same, unless the Postmaster-General shall consider such bid 
too high, in which case he shall re-advertise such service. 
And in all cases of regular contracts hereafter made, the 
contract may, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, 
be continued in force, beyond its express terms, for a period 
not exceeding six months, until a new contract with the 
same or other contractors shall be made by the Postmaster-
General. The Postmaster-General may contract, without 
advertisement, for a period not to exceed twelve months, 
for the carriage of the mail on such route, during the time 
that shall necessarily elapse between the failure of either of 
the accepted bidders to enter into a contract and the time 
when the next accepted bidder under the old or a new adver­
tisement shall enter upon his contract; and the difference 
between the price proposed in the accepted bid and that 
paid for intermediate service shall be charged to the failing 
bidder or bidders, and may be recovered in the name of 
the United States for the use of the Post-Office Department, 
in an action on the case. And when the contract shall be 
made and concluded, the difference between the accepted 
bid of the failing bidders and the amount payable under the 
contract for the service of two years, shall be forthwith 

Action to accrue charged against the failing bidder or bidders; and an action 
state?6 Umtedfor such sum in the nature of liquidated damages shall ac­

crue to the United States for the use of the Post-Office De­
partment immediately upon the execution of the final con­
tract. And both causes of action mentioned in this section 
may be joined in one suit. 

suits under SEC. 303. That all suits arising under the postal laws, or postal laws to be 
tne, 

t0 shall be instituted in 
what ie, the regulations of the Postmaster-General pursuant thereto, 

and demands 
have priority. the name of the United States of 
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America, and the demands in such suits shall have all the 
privileges and priorities in adjudication and payment secured 
by law to other claims of the United States. 

SEC. 304. That all causes of action arising under the suits and prose-
postal laws may be sued, and all offenders against the same the circuit and dis­
may be prosecuted, before the circuit or district courts of nc cours ' 
the United States. 

SEC. 305. That all causes of action arising under the And before local 
postal laws may be sued, and all offenders against the same courts; 

may be prosecuted, before the justices of the peace, mag­
istrates, or other judicial courts of the several States and 
Territories having competent jurisdiction by the laws there­
of, to the trial of claims and demands of as great yalue, 
and of prosecutions where the punishments are of as great 
extent; and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary shall 
take cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and exe­
cution as in other cases. 

SEC. 306. That in all suits or causes arising under the suits,&c.,under 
postal laws the court shall proceed to trial and render judg- c^rrfed^8 judg­
ment the first term after commencement of suit; but when-term ;

a 

ever service of process shall not be made at least twenty 
days previous to the return-day of such term, the defendant 
shall be entitled to one continuance, if on his statement the 
court shall deem it expedient; and if said defendant shall Defendant enti-
make affidavit that he has a claim against the Post-Office uance°,ifn&c.°n 

Department, which has been submitted to and disallowed 
by the Auditor for said Department, and shall specify such 
claim in his affidavit, and that he could not be prepared 
for trial at such term for want of evidence, the court, being 
satisfied in these respects, may grant a continuance until 
the next succeeding term. 

SEC. 307. That no claim for a credit shall be allowed upon upon trials of 
the trial of any suit for delinquency against a postmaster, masteX^ »* 
contractor, or other officer, agent, or employee of the Post- ciaî foTcredit to 
Office Department, unless the same shall have been pre- ^e

c
allowedunk>S8' 

sented to the Auditor for said Department and by him dis­
allowed, in whole or in part, unless it shall be proved, to 
the satisfaction of the court, that the defendant is, at the 
time of trial, in possession of vouchers not before in his 
power to procure, and that he was prevented from exhibit­
ing to the said Auditor a claim for such credit by some 
unavoidable accident. 

SEC. 308. That in all suits for balances due the Post-Office ^BUits for bal-
ances, what inter -

Department, interest thereon shall be recovered from the est to be recovered. 
time of the default until payment at the rate of six per 
centum per annum. 

8 p c 

_ 
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SEC. 309. That in the prosecution of any suit for money 
due-the Post-Office Department, the United States attorney 
shall obey the directions which may be given him by the 
Department of Justice; and immediately after the end of 
every term of any court in which any suit has been pend­
ing, said attorney shall forward to the Department of Jus­
tice a statement of any judgment or order made, or step 
taken in the same, during such term, accompanied by a cer­
tificate of the clerk, showing the parties to and amount of 
every such judgment, with such other information as the 
Department of Justice may require. And the said attorney 
shall direct speedy and effectual execution upon said judg­
ment, and the United States marshal to whom the same is 
directed shall make returns of the proceedings thereon to 
the Department of Justice at such times as it may direct. 

SEC. 310. That when proceedings at law for money due the 
Post-Office Department shall be fruitless, the said Depart­
ment of Justice may direct the institution of a suit in 
chancery in any United States district or circuit court, to set 
aside fraudulent conveyances or trusts, or attach debts due 
the defendant, or obtain any other proper exercise of the 
powers of equity to have satisfaction of any judgment 
against such defendant, 

in suits against SEC. 311. That in case of delinquency of any postmaster, 
certified copies of contractor, or other officer, agent, or employee of the Post-
papers o en, Q ^ c e Deparfjmentj? jn which suit may be brought, the Aud­

itor for said Department shall forward to the Department 
of Justice certified copies of all papers in his office tending 
to sustain the claim. 

SEC. 312. That copies of the quarterly returns of postmas­
ters, and of any papers pertaining to the accounts, in the 
office of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, and 
transcripts from the money-order account-books of said 
office, when certified by the Auditor under the seal of his 
office, shall be admitted as evidence in the courts of the 
United States both in criminal and civil cases. 

SEC. 313. That in all suits for the recovery of balances 
due from postmasters, a copy, duly certified under the seal 
of the Auditor for the Post-Office Department, of the state­
ment of any postmaster, special agent, or other person em­
ployed by the Postmaster-General or the Auditor for that 
purpose, that he has mailed a letter to such delinquent pots-
master at the post-office where the indebtedness accrued, 
or at his last usual place of abode; that a sufficient time has 
elapsed for said letter to have reached its destination in the 
ordinary course of the mail; and that payment of such bal-

Copiea of quar­
terly returns of 
postmasters, &c, 
certified under 
seal, to be evidence 
in, &c. 

In suits to re-
cover balances 
due from delin­
quent postmasters, 
what to be evi­
dence of a de­
mand. 
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ance has not been received within the time designated in his 
instructions, shall be received as sufficient evidence in the 
courts of the United States, or other courts, that a demand 
has been made upon the delinquent postmaster; but when 
the account of a late postmaster has been once adjusted and 
settled, and a demand has been made for the balance ap­
pearing to be due, and afterward allowances are made or 
credits entered, it shall not be necessary to make a further 
demand for the new balance found to be due. 

SEC. 314. That the Postmaster-General may discharge 
from imprisonment any person confined in jail on any judg­
ment in a civil case, obtained in behalf of the Department, if 
it be made to appear that the defendant has no property of 
any description; but such release shall not bar a subsequent 
execution against the property of the defendant on the same 
judgment. 

SEC. 315. That in all cases where a judgment shall have 
been obtained for a debt or damages due the Post-Office 
Department, and it shall satisfactorily appear that such 
judgment, or so much thereof as remains unpaid, cannot be 
collected by due process of law, the Auditor for the said 
Department may, with the written consent of the Postmas­
ter-General, compromise such judgment, and accept in satis­
faction less than the full amount thereof. 

SEC. 316. That in all cases of fine, penalty, forfeiture, or 
disability, or alleged liability for any sum of money by way 
of damages or otherwise, under any provision of law in re­
lation to the officers, employees, operations, or business of 
the postal service, the Postmaster-General may prescribe 
such general rules and modes of proceeding as shall appear 
to be expedient, for the government of the Auditor for the 
Post-Office Department, in ascertaining the fact in each case 
in which said Auditor shall certify to him that the interests 
of the Department probably require the exercise of the 
power conferred by this and the preceding section; and upon 
the fact being ascertained, said Auditor may, with the writ­
ten consent of the Postmaster-General, mitigate or remit 
such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, remove such disability, or 
compromise, release, or discharge such claim for such sum 
of money and damages, and on such terms, as the said Aud­
itor shall deem just and expedient. 

SEC. 317. That one-half of all pecuniary penalties and for­
feitures incurred for the violation of any law in relation to 
the postal service shall be for the use of the person inform­
ing and prosecuting for the same, and the other for the use 

Further demand 
for new balance 
not necessary, 
when, &c. 

Poor debtors 
may be discharged 
from jail in civil 
cases, but, &c. 

Judgments not 
collectable in full 
may be compro­
mised with writ­
ten consent of, &c. 

Fines, &c, may 
be remitted and 
disabilities be re­
moved with writ­
ten consent, &c. 

One-half of pen­
alties, &c, to go 
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other half to the 
United States, ex­
cept, &c. 
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of the United States, except where other disposition thereof 
is specially provided. 

in cases of debts SEC. 318. That in all cases where debts are due from de-
qSLtp̂ sTmastew", faulting or delinquent postmasters, contractors, or other 
teSertTa^rt officer^ agents, or employees of the Post-Office Depart-
may1issueProperty ment, a warrant of attachment may issue against all real 

and personal property and legal and equitable rights be­
longing to such officer, agent, or employee, and his sure­
ties, or either of them, in the following cases: 

if they are non- First. When such officer, agent, or employee, and his 
residents * 

sureties, or either of them, is a non-resident of the dis­
trict where such officer, agent, or employee was appointed, 
or has departed from such district for the purpose of per­
manently residing out of the same, or of defrauding the 
United States, or of avoiding the service of civil process, 

or have con- Second. When such officer, agent, or employee, and his 
veyedaway,orare 7 0 7 * , 
about to convey, sureties, or either of them, has conveyed away, or is about 

to convey away, his. property, or any part thereof, or has 
removed, or is about to remove, the same, or any part 
thereof, from the district wherein it is situated, with intent 
to defraud the United States. 

property may And when any such property has been removed, certi-
districtwnitherre- fled copies of the warrant may be sent to the marshal of 
moved, &c ^ o e ffigfaiqfc in£0 which the same has been removed, under 

which certified copies he may seize said property and con­
vey it to some convenient point within the jurisdiction 
of the court from which the warrant originally issued. And 

Alias warrants, alias warrants may be issued in such cases upon due appli­
cation, and the validity of the warrant first issued shall con­
tinue until the return-day thereof. 

Application for SEC. 319. That application for such warrant of attach-
mentanbyf andCto ment may be made by any district or assistant district attor-
madel and h°w n e v? o r by a u v other person authorized by the Postmaster-

General, before the judge, or, in his absence, before the 
clerk of any court of the United States having original 
jurisdiction of the cause of action. And such application 
shall be made upon an affidavit of the applicant, or some 
other credible person, stating the existence of either of the 
grounds of attachment enumerated in the preceding sec­
tion, and upon production of legal evidence of the debt. 

warrant to issue SEC. 320. That upon any such application, and upon due 
and how tobe ex- order of any judge of the court, or, in his absence, with­

out such order, the clerk shall issue a warrant for the attach­
ment of all the property of any kind belonging to the per­
son specified in the affidavit, which warrant shall be exe­
cuted with all possible dispatch by the marshal, who shall 
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Plea in abatt 
ment. 

take the property attached, if personal, into his custody, 
and hold the same subject to all interlocutory or final orders 
of the court. 

SEC. 321. That any time within twenty days before the Remedy of party 
return-day of such warrant, the party whose property is IttachecL °p6i 

attached may, on giving notice to the district attorney of 
his intention, file a plea in abatement, traversing the allega­
tions of the affidavit, or denying the ownership of the 
property attached to be in the defendants, or either of them, 
in which case the court may, upon application of either 
party, order an immediate trial by jury of the issues raised issues raised, 
by the affidavit and plea; but the parties may, by consent, 
waive a trial by jury, in which case the court shall decide 
the issues raised. Any party claiming ownership of the Parties claiming 
property attached, and a specific return thereof, shall be con- properVcô ned 
fined to the remedy herein afforded, but his right to an &.*&>, *—***• 
action of trespass, or other action for damages, shall not be 
impaired hereby. 

SEC. 322. That when the prcx 3rty attached shall be sold proceeds of 
on an interlocutory order of the court, or when it shall be income, how to'oe 

, ., . . n , , invested, &c. 
producing any revenue, the money arising from such sale or 
revenue shall be invested in securities of the United States, 
under the order of the court, and all accretions shall beheld 
subject to the orders of the same. 

SEC. 323. That immediately upon the execution of any publication of 
such warrant of attachment, the marshal shall cause due ment in case of 
publication thereof to be made, in case of absconding debtors ors; n ms 

for two months, and of non-residents for four months. The 
publication shall be made in some newspaper published 
in the district where the property is situate, and the details 
thereof shall be regulated by the order under which the 
warrant is issued. 

SEC. 324. That after the first publication of such notice After pubiica-
of attachment as required by law, every person indebted to, attachment, p«-

- , . . „ j - i - i ' i i - i - -, sons indebted oi 
or having possession of any property belonging to, the said having property 
defendants, or either of them, and having knowledge of account11 therefor, 
such notice, shall account and answer for the amount of 
such debt, and the value of such property; and any disposal 
or attempt to dispose of any such property, to the injury 
of the United States, shall be illegal and void. And when Personal notice 
the person indebted to, or having possession of the property tohavê hprop11-
of, such defendants, or either of them, shall be known toerty* 
the district attorney or marshal, such officer shall see that 
personal notice of the attachment is served upon such per­
son ; but the want of such notice shall not invalidate the 
attachment. 

In what news­
paper. 
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warrant of at- SEC. 325. That upon application of the party whose prop-
dlscĥ rged'bŷ iv6 erty has been attached, the court, or any judge thereof, 
togsu cientbond, m^ discharge the warrant of attachment as to the property 

of the applicant, provided such applicant shall execute to the 
United States a good and sufficient penal bond, in double 
the value of the property attached, to be approved by 
a judge of the court, and with condition for the return of said 
property, or to answer any judgment which may be rendered 
by the court in the premises. 

Rights of umted SEC. 326. That nothing herein contained shall be con-
maue^s^n^strued to limit or abridge, in any manner, such rights of 
abridged hereby. ^ e United States as have accrued or been allowed in any 

district under the former practice -of, or the adoption of 
State laws by, the United States courts. 

Repealing act. SEC. 327. That the following acts and parts of acts and 
resolutions and parts of resolutions are hereby repealed, but 
such repeal shall not be construed to affect or extend to any 
crimes or offenses heretofore committed, and which arepun-

saving clause, ishable under any law hereby repealed, but all such crimes 
and offenses shall be prosecuted, determined, and punished 
according to the said laws the same as if this act had not 
passed; nor shall such repeal be construed to affect any 
appointment to office, or any contract, debt, or demand un­
der or by virtue of the said laws, but all such appointments, 
contracts, debts, and demands shall have full force and 
effect, the same as if this act had not passed. That the 

vol. v, p. 798. references to the said acts hereby repealed are to the same 
as contained in the edition of the Statutes at Large, pub­
lished by Little, Brown and Oomp4 y, under and by virtue 
of the resolution of March three, eighteen hundred and forty-
five, and the continuation thereof. 

I 

L M 



_ 

C H A P T E R X X V . 

MISCEIXAWEOUS. 

SEC. 11. That all persons employed in any branch of the Employes in 
postal service shall be exempt from militia duty, and from Pmpt iron muma 
serving on juries, or from any penalty for neglect thereof.an juryduty* 

SEC. 12. That no person employed in the Post-Office De- NO emPioy6 to 
partment shall become interested in any contract for carry- any contract for 
ing the mail, or act as agent, with or without compensation, or'tJacI assent 
o , , OQ • i i i / for contractor, &c. 
for any contractor or person offering to become a contract­
or, in any business before the Department; and any person Penalty, 
so offending shall be immediately dismissed from office, and 
shall be liable to pay so much money as would have been 
realized from said contract, to be recovered in an action of 
debt, for the use of the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 13. That all bonds taken and contracts entered into 4
 BonJ> *n* ««• 
tracts to be to and 

by the Post-Office Department shall be made to and with with the united 
the United States of America. 

SEC. 14. That no person employed in the postal service N? employs to 
shg,U receive any fees or perquisites on account of the duties quotes.668 °rper' 
to be performed by virtue of his appointment. 

SEC. 15. That before entering upon the duties, and before Postmaster-Gen-
they shall receive any salary, the Postmaster-General and pioy 6s to take oath 
all persons employed in the postal service shall respectively or a rma lon* 
take and subscribe, before some magistrate or other compe­
tent officer, the following oath or affirmation: " I, A. B., do 
solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will 
faithfully perform all the duties required of me, and abstain 
from every thing forbidden by the laws in relation to the es­
tablishment of post-offices and post-roads within the United 
States; and that 1 will honestly and truly account for and 
pay over any money belonging to the said United States 

Form. 
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Before whom 
taken. 

Employes to be 
subject to penal­
ties, &c, for vio­
lation of law with 
or without oath. 

All orders, &c, 
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have true dates 
affixed. 

Date of filing 
certain papers. 

which may come into my possession or control: So help me, 
God." And this oath or affirmation may be taken before 
any officer, civil or military, holding a commission under 
the United States, and such officer is hereby authorized to 
administer and certify such oath or affirmation. 

SEC. 16. That every person employed in the postal service 
shall be subject to all the pains, penalties, and forfeitures 
for violation of the laws relating to such service, whether 
he has taken the oath or affirmation prescribed in the pre­
ceding section or not. 

SEC. 18. That every order, entry, or memorandum what­
ever, on which any action is to be based, allowance made, 
or money paid, and every contract, paper, or obligation 
made by or with the Post-Office Department, shall have its 
true date affixed to i t ; and every paper relating to con­
tracts or allowances filed in the Department shall have the 
date when it was filed indorsed upon it. 
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C H A P T E R X X V I . 

D U T I E S A X D P O W E B 8 O F T H E A U D I T O R . 

SEC. 21. That there shall be appointed by the President, Auditor of the 
rr " 7 Treasury for the 

by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, an Aud- Post-office De-
itor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 22. That the said Auditor shall receive all accounts HIS powers and 
arising in the Post-Office Department, or relative thereto, 
with the vouchers necessary to a correct adjustment thereof, 
and shall audit and settle the same, and certify the balances 
thereon to the Postmaster-General. He shall keep and pre­
serve all accounts and vouchers after settlement. He shall 
close the accounts of the Department quarterly, and trans­
mit to the Secretary of the Treasury quarterly statements 
of its receipts and expenditures. He shall report to the 
Postmaster-General, when required to do so, the manner 
and form of keeping and stating the accounts of the Depart­
ment, and the official forms of paper to be used in connection 
with its receipts and expenditures. He shall report to the 
Postmaster-General all delinquencies of postmasters in ren­
dering their accounts and returns, or in paying over money-
order funds and other receipts at their offices. He shall 
register, charge, and countersign all warrants upon the 
Treasury for receipts and payments issued by the Post­
master-General, when warranted by law. And he shall 
perform such other duties in relation to the financial con­
cerns of the Department as may be assigned to him by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and make to said Secretary, or 
to the Postmaster-General, such reports respecting the same 
as either of them may require. 

SEC. 23. That the said Auditor shall superintend the col- u^effiSK"* 
lection of all debts due the Department, and all penaltiesandforfenures^68 
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oatns. 

Appeal 
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and forfeitures imposed for any violation of the postal laws, 
and take all such other measures as may be authorized 
by law to enforce the payment of such debts and the recov­
ery of such penalties and forfeitures. He shall also super­
intend the collection of all penalties and forfeitures arising 
under other statutes, where such penalties and forfeitures 
are the consequence of unlawful acts affecting the revenues 
or property of the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 24. That the said Auditor, or the mayor of any city, 
any justice of the peace, or the judge of any court of record, 
may administer oaths or affirmations in relation to the ex­
amination and settlement of the accounts committed to the 
charge of said Auditor; and if any person shall knowingly 
swear or affirm falsely touching any expenditure on account 
of, or claim in favor of or against, said Department, he shall, 
on conviction thereof, for every such offense, forfeit and 
pay not exceeding two thousand dollars, and be imprisoned 
at hard labor not exceeding five years, according to the 
aggravation of the offense, 

from SEC. 25. That if either the Postmaster-General or the per-
cZptroiie°roftheSon whose accounts have been settled shall be dissatisfied 
dedsm '̂shal̂ be with the settlement of said Auditor, he may, within twelve 
finaL months, appeal to the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 

whose decision shall be final and conclusive. 
cierks and em- SEC. 26. That the Secretary of the Treasury may appoint 

ph3y|sinAuditor'sin ^ o f f i c e o f t h e A u d i t o r f o r t h e p0St-Office Department 

one chief clerk, nine clerks of class four, forty-four clerks of 
class three, sixty-four clerks of class two, thirty-seven clerks 
of class one, one messenger, one assistant messenger, and 
eleven laborers. 

SEC. 27. That the annual salaries of the Auditor for the 
Post-Office Department, and the clerks, messengers, and 
laborers in his office, shall be as follows: 

Of the Auditor; three thousand dollars; 
Of the chief clerk, two thousand dollars; 
Of the clerks of class four, one thousand eight hundred 

dollars each; and two hundred dollars additional to one of 
said clerks as disbursing clerk; 

Of the clerks of class three, one thousand six hundred 
dollars each; 

Of the clerks of class two, one thousand four hundred dol­
lars each; 

Of the clerks of class one, one thousand two hundred dol­
lars each; 

Of the messenger, eight hundred and forty dollars; 
Of the assistant messenger, seven hundred dollars; 
Of the laborers, six hundred dollars each. 

Annual salaries 
of Auditor and 
clerks. 
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SEC. 29. That all orders and regulations of the Postmas- AH orders, &c, 
~ _ , . , . . , . . of the Postmaster-

ter-General which may originate a claim, or m any manner General originat 
affect the accounts of the postal service, shall be certified SVe Certified cto 
to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. Auditor* 

SEC. 35. That the Postmaster-General may appoint two Auditor to 
agents to superintend the railway postal-service, who shall apprlpriationsth? 
be paid out of the appropriation for the transportation of dtemy ofanCert

pfn 
the mail, at the rate of two thousand five hundred dollarsspecial agents* 
per annum salary, with an allowance for traveling and in­
cidental expenses, while actively employed in the service, 
of not more than five dollars a day; and the Auditor of the 
Treasury for the Post-Office Department shall charge to the 
appropriation for mail transportation the salary and per 
diem of the assistant superintendents of the postal-railway 
service; and to the appropriation for the free-delivery sys­
tem, the salary and per diem of the special agent detailed 
for that service; and the salary and per diem of the special 
agents employed in the money-order service shall be paid 
out of the proceeds of that service. 

SEC. 41. That the accounts of the postal service shall be Accounts of 
*• postal service to 

kept in such a manner as to exhibit the amount of revenues °e so kept as to 
•*- show amount of 

derived respectively from " letter-postage;" " book, news- revenues derived 
x " ° 7 7 from certain 

paper, and pamphlet postage;w " registered letters; " " box- sources, and ex-
rents and branch-offices;" " postage-stamps and envelopes;" tain objects. 
" dead-letters;" 

money-order business;" 
fines and penalties;" "revenue from 

and " miscellaneous;" and the 
amount of expenditures for each of the following objects, 
namely: " Transportation of the mail;" " compensation of 
postmasters;" " compensation of letter-carriers ;" " compen­
sation of clerks for post-offices;" " compensation of blank-
agents and assistants;77 "mail-depredations and special 
agents;" "postage-stamps and envelopes;77 aship, steam­
boat, and way letters ;" " dead-letters;'7 " mail-bags;'7 u mail-
locks and keys;" and "postmarking and canceling stamps;" 
I wrapping-paper f " twine;" " letter-balances;" " office-fur­
niture;" " advertising;" ubalances to foreign countries;" 
"rent, light, and fuel for post-offices;" and "stationery," 
and " miscellaneous." 

SEC. 42. That unclaimed money in dead-letters for which 
no owner can be found; all money taken from the mail by 
robbery, theft, or otherwise, which may come into the hands 
of any agent or employee of the United States, or any other 
person whatever; all fines and penalties imposed for any 
violation of the postal-laws, except such part as may by law 
belong to the informer or party prosecuting for the same; 
and all money derived from the sale of waste-paper or other 

• 

I I 

I 
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f 

i n 

revenue of 
money-order busi 
ness. 

public property of the Post-Office Department, shall be de­
posited in the Treasury, under the direction of the Postmas­
ter-General, as part of the postal revenue. And the Post­
master-General is hereby directed to cause to be placed to 
the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, for the serv­
ice of the Post-Office Department, the net proceeds of the 
money-order business; and the receipts of the Post-Office 
Department derived from this source during each quarter 

Auditor to enter s n a i i be entered by the Auditor of the Treasury for the 
quarterly the net * " 

" tjf Post-Office Department in the accounts of said Department, 
under the head of " revenue from money-order business." 

Postages, box- SEC. 43. That all postages, box-rents, and other receipts 
accounted"'for as at post-offices shall be accounted for as part of the postal 
enues, &c!a **' revenues; and any part thereof which the postmaster has 

neglected to collect, he shall be charged with and held ac­
countable for the same as if he had collected it. 

Auditor to conn- SEC. 47. That payments of money out of the Treasury on 
terS1Siawarrants account of the postal service shall be in pursuance of appro-
accouXofnpost°a

ni priations made by law, by warrants of the Postmaster-Gen­
eral, registered and countersigned by the Auditor for the 
Post-Office Department, and expressing on their face the 
appropriation to which they should be charged. 

Payments on ac- SEC. 48. That all payments on account of the postal serv-
vice to be made to ice shall be made to persons to whom the same shall be 
tvteTame Bb2n<S certified to be due by the Auditor \ but advances of neces-
Audfttr t^be due. sary sums to defray expenses may he made by the Postmas­

ter-General to agents employed to investigate mail depreda­
tions, examine post-routes and offices, and on other like serv­
ices, to be charged to them by the Auditor, and to be 
accounted for in the settlement of their accounts. 

Auditor to cer- SEC. 52. That the Auditor for the Post-Office Department 
tify quarterly to 
the Postmaster-shall state and certify quarterly to the Postmaster-General 
General, &c.,des- _ _ , . -. , o .*i 
ignat in g the oil fan] account of the money paid by postmasters out of the 
heads of appropri- . . ' . . 
ations, &c. receipts ot their offices, and pursuant to appropriations, on 

account of the expenses of the postal service, designating 
the heads under which such payments were made. 

Amounts thus SEC. 53. That upon the certified quarterly statement by 
ftorVbe credited the Auditor for the Post-Office Department of the payments 
to postal revenues. ^ postmasters on account of the postal service, the Post­

master-General shall issue his warrant to the Treasurer to 
carry the amount to the credit of the postal revenues and to 
the debit of the proper appropriations upon the books of the 
Auditor. 

Auditor to coun- SEC. 55. That all deposits on account of the postal service 
tersign all war- , , , , , , . ™ 
rants bringing de- shall be brought into the Treasury by warrants of the Post-
Treasury. master-General, countersigned by the Auditor; and no 
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credit shall be allowed for any deposit until such warrant 
has been issued. 

SEC. 60. That when any postmaster shall be required to Auditor may ap-
execute a new bond, all payments made by him after the uP̂ ra

5ccoeunt'ffCa 
execution of such new > ,d may, if the Postmaster-General fn°g

st^f^r^ut* 
or the Auditor shall deem it just, be applied first to dis­
charge any balance which may be due from said postmaster 
under his old bond. 

SEC. 61. That the Postmaster-General shall establish Established post-
post-offices at all such places on post-roads established by promptly certified 
law as he may deem expedient, and he shall promptly cer­
tify such establishment to the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department. 

SEC. 63. That postmasters of the fourth and fifth class AH ap point-
shall be appointed and may be removed by the Postmaster-vais to be prompt-
General, and all others shall be appointed and may be re- Auditor.6 

moved by the President, by and with the advice and con­
sent of the Senate, and shall hold their offices for four years, 
unless sooner removed or suspended according to law, and 
all appointments and removals shall be notified to the 
Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 65. That every postmaster, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, shall give bond, with good and approved 
security, and in such penalty as the Postmaster-General 
shall deem sufficient, conditioned for the faithful discharge 
of all duties and trusts imposed on him either by law or 
the rules and regulations of the Department; and where an 
office shall be designated as a money-order office, the bond 
of the postmaster shall contain an additional condition for 
the faithful performance of all duties and obligations in con­
nection with the money-order business. On the death, resig- when bond o. 
nation, or removal of a postmaster, his bond shall be deliv- ESSSSno An£ 
ered to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. Theitor* 
bond of any married woman who may be appointed post­
master shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and she 
shall be liable for misconduct in office as if she were sole. 

SEC. 66. That when any of the sureties of a postmaster sureties upon 
shall notify the Postmaster-General of their desire to be r e - ^ ^ w ^ r t 
leased from their suretyship, or when the Postmaster-Gen-be released>&c-
eral deems a new bond necessary, he shall require the post­
master to execute such new bond, with security, which, 
when accepted by the Postmaster-General, shall be as valid 
as the bond given upon the original appointment of such 
postmaster, and the sureties in the prior bond shall be re­
leased from responsibility for all acts or defaults of such 
postmaster which may be done or committed subsequent 

to 
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Sureties released 
from liability if 
suit not brought 
within three years 
after the closing 
of account of post­
master. 

Accounts of 
postmasters to be 
rendered quarter­
ly. 

Sworn statement 
may be required. 

Penalty upon 
postmaster forfail-
ing to render quar­
terly account, &c. 

Orders assigning 
or changing the 
salaries of post­
masters, &c, to be 
certified to the 
Auditor. 

to the last day of the quarter in which such new bond shall 
be executed and accepted. 

SEC. 67. That if on the settlement of the account of any 
postmaster it shall appear that he ;s* indebted to the United 
States, and suit therefor shall not ,•••» nstituted within three 
years after the close of such account, the sureties on his 
bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness. 

SEC. 72. That each postmaster shall render to the Post­
master-General, under oath, and in such form as the latter 
shall prescribe, a quarterly account of all moneys received 
or charged by him or at his office, for postage, rent of boxes 
or other receptacles for mail-matter, or by reason of keeping 
a branch-office, or for the delivery of mail-matter in any 
manner whatever. 

SEC. 73. That the Postmaster-General may require a 
sworn statement to accompany each quarterly account of a 
postmaster, to the effect that such account contains a true 
statement of the entire amount of postage, box-rents, 
charges, and moneys collected or received at his office dur­
ing the quarter; that he has not knowingly delivered, or 
permitted to be delivered, any mail-matter on which the 
postage was not at the time paid; that such account ex­
hibits truly and faithfully the entire receipts collected at 
his office, and which by due diligence could have been col­
lected ; and that the credits he claims are just and right. 
And any false-swearing therein shall render him liable to 
the pains and penalties of perjury. 

SEC. 74. That if any postmaster shall neglect to render 
his accounts, for one month after the time, and in the form 
and manner prescribed by law and the regulations of the 
Postmaster-General, such postmaster and his sureties shall 
forfeit and pay double the amount of the gross receipts at 
said office during any previous or subsequent equal period 
of time ; and if, at the time of trial, no .account shall have 
been rendered, they shall forfeit and pay such sum as the 
court and jury shall estimate to be equivalent thereto, to be 
recovered in an action of debt on the bond. 

SEC. 84. That the Postmaster-General shall make all 
orders assigning or changing the salaries of postmasters in 
writing, and record them in his journal, and notify the 
change to the Auditor; and any change made in such sala­
ries shall not take effect until the first day of the quarter 
next following such order: Provided, That in cases of an 
extraordinary increase or decrease in the business of any 
post-office, the Postmaster-General may adjust the salary 
of the postmaster at such post-office, to take effect from the 
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first day of the quarter or period the returns for which form 
basis of re-adjustment. 

SEC. 89. That vouchers for all deductions made by a post­
master out of the receipts of his office, on account of the 
expenses of the postal service, shall be submitted for exam­
ination and settlement to the Auditor for the Post-Office 
Department, and no such deduction shall be valid unless 
found to be in conformity with law. 

SEC. 91. That the Postmaster-General may discontinue 
any post-office where the safety and security of the postal 
service and revenues are endangered from any cause what­
ever, or where the efficiency of the service shall require such 
discontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such discon 
tinuance to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 120. That the Auditor for the Post-Office Depart­
ment shall keep the accounts of the money-order business 
separately, and in such manner as to show the number and 
amount of money-orders issued at each office, the number 
and amount paid, the amount of fees received, and all the 
expenses of the money-order business. 

SEC. 311. That in case of delinquency of any postmaster, 
contractor, or other officer, agent, or employee of the Post-
Office Department, in which suit may be brought, the Aud­
itor for said Department shall forward to the Department of 
Justice certified copies of all papers in his office tending to 
sustain the claim. 

Vouchers for all 
deductions made 
by a postmaster 
out of receipts, &c., 
to be submitted to 
Auc.itor, &c. 

Discontinuance 
of post-offices to 
be certified to the 
Auditor. 

Auditor to keep 
the accounts of the 
money-order busi­
ness separately, 
and in such man­
ner to show, «&c. 

Auditor to for­
ward to Depart-, 
ment of Justice 
certified copies. 
&c, in cases of 
delinquency of 
any postmaster, 
«fec. 
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Repeal. 

Saving clause. 

Vol. V, p. 

B E P E i L I N G A C T . 

SEC. 327. That the following acts and ports of acts and 
resolutions and parts of resolutions are hereby repealed, 
but such repeal shall not be construed to affect or'extend to 
any crimes or offenses heretofore committed, and which are 
punishable under any law hereby repealed, but all such 
crimes and offenses shall be prosecuted, determined, and 
punished according to the said laws, the same as if this act 
had not passed ; nor shall such repeal be construed to affect 
any appointment to office, or any contract, debt, or demand 
under or by virtue of the said laws, but all such appoint­
ments, contracts, debts, and demands shall have full force 
and effect, the same as if this act had not passed. That the 
references to the said acts hereby repealed are to the same 
as contained in the edition of the Statutes at Large, pub­
lished by Little, Brown and Company, under and by vir­
tue of the resolution of March three, eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, and the continuation thereof: 

List of acts Act of March 3, 1791, chapter 23, volume 1, page 218, in 
wholly or partly ' J o 
repealed. part, namely, section 2. 

May 8,1794, 'chapter 23, volume 1, page 354, in part, 
namely, sections 2,3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27, and 
28. 

March 3, 1797, chapter 19, volume l ,page 509, in 
part, namely, sections 4,5,6,7,8, and 9. 

June 22,1798, chapter 56, volume 1, page 569. 
March 2, 1799, chapter 43, volume 1, page 733. 



Act of December 15,1800, chapter 1, volume 2, page 88, in 
part, namely, sections 1 and 2. 

February 18,1802, chapter 5, volume 2, page 130, in 
part, namely, so much as relates to franking and 
free mail-matter of Delegates. 

May 3, 1802, chapter 48, volume 2, page 189, in part, 
namely, sections 3,4,5,6, and 7. 

March 26, 1804, chapter 34, volume 2, page 275, in 
part, namely, sections 3 and 4. 

March 3, 1807, chapter 43, volume 2, page 444, in 
part, namely, section 1. 

April 30,1810, chapter 37, volume 2, page 592. 
January 17, 1811, chapter 4, volume 2, page 615. 
January 14,1813, chapter 9, volume 2, page 790. 
February 27,1813, chapter 34, volume 2, page 805. 
July 13,1813, chapter 9, volume 3, page 4. 
April 18,1814, chapter 75, volume 3, page 130, in 

part, namely, sections 3 and 4. 
February 27, 1815, chapter 65, volume 3, page 220. 
April 9,1816, chapter 43, volume 3, page 264. 
March 3, 1819, chapter 107, volume 3, page 536. 
March 13, 1820, chapter 23, volume 3, page 548. 
December 19, 1821, chapter 1, volume 3, page 649. 
May 8, 1822, chapter 127, volume 3, page 702, in 

part, namely, section 3. 
March 3,1823, chapter 33, volume 3, page 764, in 

part, namely, section 3. 
March 3, 1825, chapter 46, volume 4, page 95, in 

part, namely, sections 2, 3, and 4. 
March 3,1825, chapter 64, volume 4, page 102. 
March 2, 1827, chapter 61, volume 4, page 238. 
March 2, 1827, chapter 62, volume 4, page 239. 
May 24,1828, chapter 99, volume 4, page 303, in part, 

namely, so much of section 1 as authorizes the 
employment of additional clerks and fixes their 
salaries. 

May 9,1836, chapter 59, volume 5, page 17, in part, 
namely, so much of section 1 as relates to the du­
ties of the Postmaster General. 

July 2,1836, chapter 270, volume 5, page 80. 
July 7, 1838, chapter 172, volume 5, page 271, in 

part, namely, section 2. 
January 25, 1839, chapter 4, volume 5, page 314. 
July 30, 1842, chapter 107, volume 5, page 498, in 

part, namely, section 1, and so much of section 3 
as authorizes the employment of additional clerks. 

9 P C 



130 

Act of August 20, 1842, chapter 255, volume 5, page 538, 
in part, namely, section 1. 

February 15, 1843, chapter 31, volume 5, page 600. 
March 3, 1845, chapter 43, volume 5, page 732. 
March 3, 1845, chapter 69, volume 5, page 748. 
March 3,1845, chapter 71, volume 5, page 752, in 

part, namely, section 8. 
March 1, 1847, chapter 33, volume 9, page 147. 
March 2, 1847, chapter 37, volume 9, page 152, in 

* part, namely, the several provisos in section 5, 
relating to the compensation of deputy postmas­
ters and the franking privilege to the same, and 
authorizing the employment of the Assistant 
Postmasters-General as special agents and allow­
ing them compensation therefor, and all of sec­
tion 3. 

March 3, 1847, chapter 63, volume 9, page 188, in 
part, namely, sections 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, %and 14. 

May 17, 1848, chapter 43, volume % page 230. 
May 27, 1848, chapter 47, volume .9, page 231, in 

part, namely, section 4. 
June 27, 1848, chapter 79, volume 9, page 241. 
August 14, 1848, chapter 175, volume 9, page 306, 

in part, namely, section 3. 
March 2, 1849, chapter 89, volume 9, page 353. 
May 15, 1850, chapter 10, volume 9, page 423, in 

part, namely, section 2. 
September 27, 1850, chapter 75, volume 9, page 473, 

in part, namely, section 2. 
March 3, 1851, chapter 20, volume 9, page 587. 
March 3, 1851, chapter 21, volume 9, page 591, in 

part, namely, sections 2, 3, and 4. 
March 3, 1851, chapter 48, volume 9, page 637, in 

part, namely, section 2. 
August 30, 1852, chapter 98, volume 10, page 38. 
August 31, 1852, chapter 111, volume 10, page 110, 

in part, namely, sections 2 and 3. 
August 31,1852, chapter 113, volume 10, page 121, 

in part, namely, sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 
March 3, 1853, chapter 97, volume 10, page 189, in 

part, namely, so much of section 3 as relates to 
clerks in the Post-Office Department. 

March 3,1853, chapter 103, volume 10, page 225, in 
part, namely, sections 3, 4, and 5. 

March 3,1853, chapter 146, volume 10, page 249, in 
part, namely, sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
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Act of February 2,1854, chapter 8, volume 10, page 266. 
April 22,1854, chapter 52, volume 10, page 276, in 

part, namely, so much of sections 1, 2, and 3 as re­
lates to the salaries of clerks and officers of the 
Post-Office Department. 

May 31,1854, chapter 60, volume 10, page 290, in 
part, namely, section 4. 

June 22,1854, chapter 61, volume 10, page 298. 
July 27,1854, chapter 109, volume 10, page 312̂  
August 4,1854, chapter 242, volume 10, page 546, in 

part, namely, so much of section 6 as provides for 
additional clerks to the Postmaster-General and 
the Sixth Auditor. 

August 5,1854, chapter 270, volume 10, page 588, 
in part, namely, section 4. 

March 3,1855, chapter 173, volume 10, page 641. 
March 3, 1855, chapter 201, volume 10, page 683, in 

part, namely, sebtions 1,2,4, and 5. 
August 18, 1856, chapter 129, volume 11, page 81, 

in part, namely, section 4. 
January 2,1857, chapter 2, volume 11, page 153. 
May 24,1858, chapter 46, volume 11, page 293. 
June 12, 1858, chapter 154, volume 11, page 319, in 

part, namely, section 12. 
June 14,1858, chapter 162, volume 11, page 337, in 

part, namely, section 2. 
June 14, 1858, chapter 164, volume 11, page 364, in 

part, namely, sections 4 and 5. 
April 3,1860, chapter 11, volume 12, page 11. 
April 6, 1860, chapter 13, volume 12, page 11. 
June 15, 1860, chapter 131, volume 12, page 37, in 

part, namely, the several provisos of section 1, and 
all of sections 2 and 4. 

February 27,1861, chapter 57, volume 12, page 151, 
in part, namely, sections 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11, 
12,13, and 14, and so much of section 16 as relates 
to the rate of postage on printed matter between 
the States and Territories east of the Eocky Mount­
ains and the States and Territories on the Pacific. 

February 28,1861, chapter 61, volume 12, page 177. 
March 2, 1861, chapter 73, volume 12, page 204, in 

part, namely, sections 2, 4; and 5. 
July 24, 1861, chapter 12, volume 12, page 272. 
January 21,1862, chapter 9, volume 12, page 332. 
April 16,1862, chapter 56, volume 12, page 379. 
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Act of April 17,1862, chapter 58, volume 12, page 381, in 
part, namely, section 4. 

June 2, 1862, chapter 95, volume 12, page 413, in 
part, namely, sections 2 and 3. 

July 16,1862, chapter 188% volume 12, page 588. 
March 3, 1863, chapter 71, volume 12, page 701. 
January 22, 1864, chapter 4, volume 13, page 2. 
March 16,1864, chapter 35, volume 13, page 30. 
March 25,1864, chapter 40, volume 13, page 36, in 

part, namely, sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7. 
June 1, 1864, chapter 102, volume 13, page 95. 
June 25, 1864, chapter 155, volume 13, page 184, in 

part, namely, section 6. 
July 1,1864, chapter 197, volume 13, page 335. 
July 4,1864, chapter 241, volume 13, page 382. 
January 20, 1865, chapter 16, volume 13, page 421. 
February 23, 1865, chapter 47, volume 13, page 432. 
J^arch 3, 1865, chapter 89,- volume 13, page 504. 
March 3, 1865, chapter 96, volume 13, page 515. 
March 3, 1865, chapter 97, volume 13, page 515, in 

part, namely, sections 1, 2, and 5. 
February 10, 1866, chapter 9, volume 14, page 3. 
February 16,1866, chapter 10, volume 14, page 3. 
May 18, 1866, chapter 85, volume 14, page 48, in 

part, namely, sections 3 and 4. 
June 12, 1866, chapter 114, volume 14, page 59. 
July 13,1866, chapter 184, volume 14, page 98, in 

part, namely, section 65. 
July 28, 1866, chapter 297, volume 14, page 324, in 

part, namely, the proviso in section 1, relating to 
the pay of female folders in the dead-letter office. 

January 22,1867, chapter 11, volume 14, page 378. 
February 18,1867, chapter 41, volume 14, page 393, 

in part, namely, section 3. 
February 18,1867, chapter 43, volume 14, page 395, 

in part, namely, section 2. 
March 9, 1868, chapter 22, volume 15, page 40, in 

part, namely, so much as relates to the printing 
of postal conventions, and confers the franking 
privilege on the Congressional Printer. 

July 27, 1868, chapter 246, volume 15, page 194. 
Eesolution of April 3,1828, number 1, volume 4, page 320. 

January 13, 1831, number 1, volume 4, page 
495, 

October 12, 1837, number 1, volume 5, page 
207. 
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Resolution of June 15, 1844, number 14, volume 5, page 
718. 

February 20,1845, number 4, volume 5, page 
796. 

July 12, 1852, number 14, volume 10, page 
174, in part, namely, section 1. 

August 6, 1852, number 16, volume 10, page 
147. 

March 3,1863, number 35, volume 12, page 
830. 

June 6, 1866, number 45, volume 14, page 
357. 

March 2, 1868, number 14, volume 15, page 
248. 

Act of March 3,1871, chapter 121, volume 16, page 572, in 
part, namely, section 4. 

April 27,1872, relating to proposals and contracts 
for transportation of the mails, and for other pur­
poses. 

Approved, June 8, 1872. 
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LAWS PASSED FROM JUNE 8, 1872, TO MARCH 3, 1873, 

AN ACT to amend the one hundred and thirty-third section of an act approved June 
eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, entitled "An act to revise, consolidate, 
and amend the statutes relating to the Post-Office Department." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That section one hundred and 
thirty-three of the act entitled uAn act to revise, consolidate, and 
amend the statutes relating to the Post-Office Department," approved 
June eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, be so amended as to 
authorize the transmission by mail of packages of seeds, cuttings, bulbs, 
roots, and scions of any weight, for each of such packages, not exceeding 
four pounds, at a rate of postage of one cent for each two ounces or 
fractions of an ounce of such package or packages: Provided, That all 
mail-matter of the third class must be prepaid in full in postage-stamps 
at the office of mailing. 

Approved January 9, 1873. 

AN ACT to aholish the franking privilege. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Eepresentatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the franking privilege be, 
and the same hereby is, abolished from and after the first day of July, 
anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and that thenceforth 
all official correspondence, of whatever nature, and other mailable matter 
sent from or addressed to any officer of the Government or person now 
authorized to frank such matter, shall be chargeable with the same rates 
of postage as may be lawfully imposed upon like matter sent by or ad­
dressed to other persons: Provided, That no compensation or allowance 
shall now or hereafter be made to Senators, Members, and Delegates of 
the House of Eepresentatives on account of postage. 

Approved January 31, 1873. 
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AN ACT making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the 
year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, * * * * 

and that, commencing with the first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three, letter-carriers may be employed for the free delivery of 
mail-matter, as frequently as the public convenience may require, at 
every place containing a population of not less than twenty thousand 
within the delivery of its post-office: • * * • * * 
# # # # # # # # # # # 
Provided, That the Postmaster-General be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to re-adjust the compensation hereafter to be paid for the 
transportation of mails on railroad routes upon the conditions and at the 
rates hereinafter mentioned, to wit: That the mails shall be conveyed 
with due frequency and speed; that sufficient and suitable room, fixtures, 
and furniture, in a car or apartment properly lighted and warmed, shall 
be provided for route-agents to accompany and distribute the mails; and 
that the pay per mile per annum shall not exceed the following rates, 
namely: On routes carrying their whole length an average weight of mails 
per day of two hundred pounds, fifty dollars; five hundred pounds, sev­
enty-five dollars; one thousand pounds, one hundred dollars; one thou­
sand five hundred pounds, one hundred and twenty-five dollars; two thou­
sand pounds, one hundred and fifty dollars; three thousand five hundred 
pounds, one hundred and seventy-five dollars; five thousand pounds, two 
hundred dollars, and twenty-five dollars additional for every additional 
two thousand pounds, the average weight to be ascertained, in every case, 
by the actual weighing of the mails for such a number of successive work­
ing days, not less than thirty, at such times, after June thirtieth, eight-
teen hundred and seventy-three, and not less frequently than once 
in every four years, and the result to be stated and verified in such 
form and manner, as the Postmaster-General may direct: Provided 
also, That in case any railroad company now furnishing railway 
post-office cars shall refuse to provide such cars, such company shall* 
not be entitled to any increase of compensation under any provis­
ion of this act: Provided further, That additional pay may be allowed 
for every line comprising a daily trip each way of railway post-office 
cars, at a rate not exceeding twenty-five dollars per mile per annum for 
cars forty feet in length; and thirty dollars per mile per annum for 
forty-five feet cars; and forty dollars per mile per annum for fifty-feet 
cars; and fifty dollars per mile per annum for fifty-five to sixty feet 
cars: And provided also, That the length of cars required for such post-
office railway-car service shall be determined by the Post-Office Depart­
ment, and all such cars shall be properly fitted up, furnished, warmed, 
and lighted for the accommodation of clerks to accompany and distribute 
the mails: And provided further, That so much of section two hundred 
and sixty-five of the act approved June eighth, eighteen hundred and 



136 

seventy-two, entitled "An act to revise, consolidate, and amend the 
statutes relating to the Post-Office Department," as provides that "the 
Postmaster-General may allow any railroad company with whom he may 
contract for the carrying of the United States mail, and who furnish 
railway post-office cars for the transportation of the mail, such addi­
tional compensation beyond that now allowed by law as he may think 
fit, not exceeding, however, fifty per centum of the said rates," be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed. 

SEC. 3. # # # * # # # 
Provided, That all laws and parts of laws permitting the transmission 
by mail of any free matter whatever, be, and the same are hereby, re­
pealed from and after June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-
three. 

Approved March 3, 1873. 

AN ACT to authorize certain postmasters to deposit public moneys in national banks. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage 
of this act it shall be lawful for any postmaster, having public money 
belonging to the Government, where there are no designated deposi­
taries, treasurers of mints, or treasurer or assistant treasurers of the 
United States, within the county, to deposit the same, at his own risk 
and in his official capacity, in any national bank in the town, city, or 
county where the said postmaster resides; but no authority or permis­
sion is or shall be given for the demand or receipt by the postmaster, 
or any other person, of interest, directly or indirectly, on any deposit 
made as herein described; and it shall be the duty of all postmasters 
who have made any such deposit to report quarterly to the Postmaster-
General the name of the bank where such deposits have been made, and 
also state the amount which may stand at the time to their credit. 

Approved March 3, 1873. 

AN ACT for the suppression of trade in and circulation of obscene literature and 
articles of immoral use. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, • # # # 

SEC. 2. That section one hundred and forty-eight of the act to revise, 
consolidate, and amend the statutes relating to the Post-Office Depart­
ment, approved June eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, be 
amended to read as follows: 

" SEC. 148. That no obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture, 
paper, print, or other publication of an indecent character, or any article 
or thing designed or intended for the prevention of conception, or procur­
ing of abortion, nor any article or thing intended or adapted for any inde­
cent or immoral use or nature, nor any written or printed card, circular, 
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book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of any kind, giving information, 
directly or indirectly, where, or how, or of whom, or by what means either 
of the things before mentioned may be obtained or made, nor any 
letter upon the envelope of which, or postal card upon which, indecent 
or scurrilous epithets may be written or printed, shall be carried in the 
mail. And any person who shall knowingly deposit, or cause to be de­
posited, for mailing or delivery, any of the hereinbefore mentioned 
articles or things, or any notice, or paper containing any advertisement 
relating to the aforesaid articles or things, and any person who, in pur­
suance of any plan or scheme for disposing of any of the hereinbefore 
mentioned articles or things, shall take, or cause to be taken, from the 
mail any such letter or package, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction thereof, shall, for every offense, be fined not less than 
one hundred dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, or imprisoned 
at hard labor not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both, 
in the discretion of the judge." 

* # # # # • # 
SEC. 5. That any judge of any district or circuit court of the United 

States, within the proper district, before whom complaint in writing of 
any violation of this act shall be made, to the satisfaction of such judge, 
and founded on knowledge or belief, and, if upon belief, setting forth 
the grounds of such belief, and supported by oath or affirmation of the 
complainant, may issue, conformably to the Constitution, a warrant 
directed to the marshal, or any deputy marshal, in the proper district, 
directing him to search for, seize, and take possession of any such article 
or thing hereinbefore mentioned, and to make due and immediate return 
thereof, to the end that the same may be condemned and destroyed by 
proceedings, which shall be conducted in the same manner as other 
proceedings in case of municipal seizure, and with the same right of 
appeal or writ of error: Provided, That nothing in this section shall be 
construed as repealing the one hundred and forty-eighth section of the act 
of which this act is amendatory, or to affect any indictments heretofore 
found for offenses against the same, but the said indictments may be 
prosecuted to judgment as if this section had not been enacted. 

Approved March 3, 1873. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

By the President of the United States : 
Whereas it has been brought to the notice of the President of the 

United States that many persons holding civil office by appointment 
from him, or otherwise, under the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, while holding such Federal positions, accept offices under the 
authority of the States and Territories in which they reside, or of mu-
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nicipal corporations, under the charters and ordinances of such corpo­
rations, thereby assuming the duties of the State, Territorial, or muni­
cipal office at the same time that they are charged with the duties of 
the civil office held under Federal authority; and 

Whereas it is believed that, with few exceptions, the holding of two 
such offices by the same person is incompatible with a due and faithful 
discharge of the duties of either office; that it frequently gives rise to 
great inconvenience, and often results in detriment to the public service, 
and moreover is not in harmony with the genius of the Government: 

In view of the premises, therefore, the President has deemed it proper 
thus and hereby to give public notice that, from and after the 4th clay 
of March, A. D. 1873, except as herein specified, persons holding any 
Federal civil office by appointment under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States will be expected, while holding such office, not to 
accept or hold any office under any State or Territorial government, or 
under the charter or ordinances of any municipal corporation ; and, fur­
ther, that the acceptance or continued holding of any such State, Ter­
ritorial, or municipal office, whether elective or by appointment, by any 
person holding civil office, as aforesaid, under the Government of the 
United States, other than judicial offices under the Constitution of the 
United States, will be deemed a vacation of the Federal office held by 
such person, and will be taken to be, and will be, treated as a resigna­
tion by such Federal officer of his commission or appointment in the 
service of the United States. 

The offices of justices of the peace, of notaries public, and of com­
missioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds, of bail, or to admin­
ister oaths, shall not be deemed within the purview of this order, and 
are excepted from its operation, and may be held by Federal officers. 
The appointment of deputy marshal of the United States may be con­
ferred upon sheriffs or deputy sheriffs; and deputy postmasters, the 
emoluments of whose office do not exceed $600 per annum, are also ex­
cepted from the operations of this order, and may accept and hold 
appointments under State, Territorial, or municipal authority, provided 
the same be found not to interfere with the discharge of their duties as 
postmaster. Heads of Departments and other officers of the Govern­
ment who have the appointment of subordinate officers are required to 
take notice of this order, and to see to the enforcement of its provisions 
and terms within the sphere of their respective departments or offices, 
and as relates to the several persons holding appointments under them 
respectively. 

By order of the President: 
HAMILTON FISH, 

Secretary of State. 
WASHINGTON, January 17, 1873. 

NOTE.—The President has modified the above order so as not to apply 
to post-offices the salary of which is less than $1,000. 
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[Official.] 

I WHO ARE ENTITLED TO HOLD STA*TE AND MUNICIPAL OFFICES UNDER 

THE RECENT ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, B. C, January 28, 1873. 
Inquiries having been made from various quarters as to the applica-

I tion of the Executive order issued on the 17th of January, relating to the 
| holding of State and municipal offices by persons holding civil offices 
I under the Federal Government, the President directs the following 

reply to be made: 
It has been asked whether the order prohibits a Federal officer from 

holding also the office of an alderman, or of a common councilman in a 
city, or of a town councilman of a town or village, or of appointment 
under city, town, or village governments. By some it has been sug­
gested that there may be distinction made in case the office beheld with 
or without salary or compensation. 

The city or town officers of the description referred to, by whatever 
names 'they may be locally known, whether held by election or by ap­
pointment, and whether with or without salary or compensation, are of 
the class which the Executive order intends not to be held by persons 
holding Federal offices. 

It has been asked whether the order prohibits Federal officers from 
holding positions on boards of education, school committees, public 
libraries, religious or eleemosynary institutions, incorporated or estab­
lished or sustained by State or municipal authority. 

Positions and service on such boards or committees and professor­
ships in colleges are not regarded as " offices " within the contemplation 
of the Executive order, but as employments or service in which all good 
citizens may be engaged without incompatibility, and in many cases 
without necessary interference with any position which they may hold 
under the Federal Government. Officers of the Federal Government 
may, therefore, engage in such service, provided the attention required 
by such employment does not interfere with the regular and official dis­
charge of the duties of their office under the Federal Government. 
The head of the Department under whom the Federal office is held 
will in all cases be the sole judge whether or not the employment does 
thus interfere. 

The question has also been asked with regard to the officers of the 
State militia. 

Congress having exercised the power conferred by the Constitution 
to provide for organizing the militia, which is liable to be called forth 
to be employed in the service of the United States, and is thus in some 
sense under the control of the General Government, and is, moreover, 
of the greatest value to the public, the Executive order of 17th January 
is not considered as prohibiting Federal officers from being officers of the 
militia in the States and Territories. 



140 

I t has been asked whether the order prohibits persons holding office 
under the Federal Government being members of local or municipal 
fire departments; also, whether it applies to mechanics employed by 
the day in the armories, arsenals, and navy-yards, &c, of the United 
States. 

Unpaid service in local or municipal fire departments is not regarded 
as an office within the intent of the Executive order, and may be per­
formed by Federal officers, provided it does not interfere with the regu­
lar and efficient discharge of the duties of the Federal office, of which 
the head of the Department under which the office is held will in each 
case be the judge. 

Employment by the day as mechanics or laborers in the armories, arse­
nals, navy-yards, &c, does not constitute an office of any kind, and those 
thus employed are not within the contemplation of the Executive order. 
Master-workmen and others who hold appointments from the Govern­
ment or from any Department, whether for a fixed time or at the pleas­
ure of the appointing power, are embraced within the operation of the 
order. 

By order of the President: 
HAMILTON FISH, 

Secretary of State. 
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POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
April 5, 1873. * 

The regulations herein contained are issued by my authority, and 
have my official sanction. 

( h ^ S r ^ ^ v -

Postmaster- General, 



S P E C I A L N O T I C E , 

All instructions and regulations promulgated by the Postmaster-Gen­
eral, conformably to law, for the guidance of persons employed by the 
Department, are entitled to the same respect and obedience as acts of 
Congress. Any disregard or disobedience of such regulations entails 
upon postmasters, contractors, and other employes of the Post-Office 
Department the same liabilities and penalties as a violation of any 
specific law of Congress. The following regulations and instructions 
are made for the purpose of organizing the business of the Department, 
and all official acts of the officers of the Department must be done and 
performed in strict conformity thereto. Every deviation from these in­
structions and regulations will be followed by appropriate penalties or 
punishment. 

Ignorance of the laws and regulations cannot be accepted as a valid excuse 
for any violation or neglect of them. 

When any officer of the Department, whether postmaster, special 
agent, railway postal clerk, route-agent or mail-route messenger, is in 
doubt as to any portion of his duty, he can obtain full information by 
addressing the proper officer of the Department. 

I t is expected that every person connected with the postal service 
will feel such an interest in its efficiency and improvement as to induce 
him to give careful attention to every duty herein prescribed. 
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S U G G E S T I O N S T O T H E P U B L I C . 

Facilities are given to the post-office officials in the discharge of their 
daily duties, and greater security afforded to the public, by careful at­
tention to the following recommendations: 

1. To mail all letters, &c, as early as practicable, especially when 
sent in large numbers, as is frequently the case with newspapers and 
circulars. The trouble of the office is much diminished if letters, when 
mailed in large numbers, are tied in bundles, with the addresses all in 
one direction. 

2. To make the address legible and complete, giving the name of the 
post-office, county, and State. The name of the street and number of 
the house should also be given on letters addressed to cities where 
letter-carriers are employed: while the letter will eventually reach its 
destination "without a number, the omission is often a cause of hesita­
tion and delay. In the case of letters for places in foreign countries, 
the name of the country as well as the post-office should be given in full. 
Letters addressed, for instance, merely to " London," without adding 
| England," are frequently sent to Canada, and vice versa, thereby caus­
ing delay, and often serious loss. 

3. To see that every letter, newspaper, or other packet sent by mail 
is securely folded and fastened. Avoid using, as much as possible, 
cheap envelopes, made of thin paper, especially where more than one 
sheet of paper, or any other article than paper, is inclosed. Being often 
handled, and even in the mail-bags subject to pressure, such envelopes 
not unfrequently split open, often giving cause of complaint against 
officials who are entirely innocent in the matter. 

4. Never to send money or any other article of value through the 
mail, except either by means of a money-order or in a registered letter. 
Any person who sends money or jewelry in an unregistered letter, not 

10 p c 
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only runs a risk of losing his property, but exposes to temptation every 
one through whose hands his letter passes, and may be the means of 
ultimately bringing some clerk or letter-carrier to ruin. 

5. To provide, in cities where letter-carriers are employed, letter-boxes 
at the offices or private residences, thereby saving much delay in the 
delivery of mail-matter. 

6. To see that every letter contains the full name and post-office address 
of the writer, county, and State, in order to secure the return of the let­
ter, if the person to whom it is directed cannot be found. A much 
larger portion of the undelivered letters could be returned if the names 
and addresses of the senders were always either fully and plainly writ­
ten inside or embossed on the envelopes. 

7. When dropping a letter, newspaper, &c, into a letter-box, always 
see that the packet falls into the box and does not stick in its passage. 

8. When complaint is made of letters lost, miscarried, or delayed, fur­
nish information as precise as possible regarding all the facts in the 
case, and inclose whatever documents may throw light upon it. The 
day and hour at which the letter was posted, as well as the office at 
which and the person by whom this was done, should always be stated; 
and, when possible, the cover in an entire state should be sent, in order 
that the place of delay may be ascertained by an examination of the 
stamps. Cases frequently occur in which complaint is made against 
the post-office, and redress expected, although little or no means of 
tracing the error, and of guarding against a repetition of it, are supplied 
by those who alone are able to do so. 

9. A frequent error is to assume that the postmaster has any control 
relative to charges made on letters from abroad. Such charges, except 
the 10 cents rate on letters received from countries with which the 
United States have no postal convention, and which do not pass through 
a country with which the United States have postal convention, are 
made by the foreign offices, and the postmaster has no alternative but 
to collect such charges. In cases of manifest error, the Department 
will, however, make reclamation of the charge from the foreign office, 
and refund the same. t 

10. POSTAGE-STAMPS SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE UPPER RIGHT-

JBCAND CORNER OF T H $ ADDRESS SIDE OF ALL MAIL-MATTER. 
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C H A P T E R I . 

ORGANIZATION OF T H E D E P A R T M E N T . 

SECTION 1. The direction and management of the Post-Office Depart­
ment are assigned by the Constitution and laws to the Postmaster-
General. That its business may be the more conveniently arranged and 
prepared for his final action, it is distributed among several bureaus, 
as follows: 

SEC. 2. THE APPOINTMENT OFFICE, including the divisions of 
appointments, bonds, salaries and allowances, free delivery, and blank-
agency, in charge of the First Assistant Postmaster-General. 

Appointment Division.—To this division is assigned the duty of pre­
paring all cases for the establishment, discontinuance, and change of 
name or site of post-offices, and for the appointment of all postmasters, 
special, route, and local agents, railway postal clerks, mail-route mes­
sengers, and departmental employes, and attending to all correspondence 
consequent thereto. 

Band Division.—To this division is assigned the duty Sf receiving 
and recording appointments; sending out papers for postmasters and 
their assistants to qualify; receiving, entering, and filing their bonds 
and oaths; and issuing the commissions for postmasters. 

Salary and Allowance Division.—To this division is assigned the duty 
of re-adjusting the salaries of postmasters, and the consideration of 
allowances for rent, fuel, and lights, clerk-hire, and miscellaneous ex­
penditures. 

Free Delivery.—To this division is assigned the duty of preparing 
cases for the inauguration of the system in cities, the appointment of 
letter-carriers, the regulation of allowances for incidental expenses, 
and the general supervision of the system throughout the United 
States. 

Blank-Agency Division.—To this division is assigned the duty of 
sending out the blanks, wrapping-paper and twine, letter-balances and 
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canceling-stamps, to offices entitled to the same, as enumerated in 
Chapter V. 

SEC. 3. THE CONTEACT OFFICE, including the divisions of con­
tracts, inspection, mail equipments, special agents and mail depreda­
tions, and the topographical division, in charge of the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General. 

Contract Division.—To this division is assigned the business of ar­
ranging the mail service of the United States, and placing the same 
under contract, embracing all correspondence and proceedings respect­
ing the frequency of trips, mode of conveyance, and times of departures 
and arrivals on all the routes; the course of the mails between the dif­
ferent sections of the country, the points of mail distribution, and the 
regulations for the government of the domestic mail service of the United 
States. It prepares the advertisements for mail proposals, receives the 
bids, and has charge of the annual and occasional mail lettings, and the 
adjustment and execution of the contracts. All applications for the 
establishment or alteration of mail arrangements, and for mail mes­
sengers, should be sent to this office. All claims should be submitted 
to it for transportation service not under contract. From this office all 
postmasters at the ends of routes receive the statement of mail arrange­
ments prescribed for the respective routes. It reports weekly to the 
Auditor all contracts executed, and all orders affecting the accounts for 
mail transportation; prepares the statistical exhibits of the mail serv­
ice, and the reports to Congress of the mail lettings, giving a statement 
of each bid; also, of the contracts made, the new service originated, the 
curtailments ordered, and the additional allowances granted within the 
year. 

Inspection Division.—To this division is assigned the duty of receiv­
ing and examining the registers of the arrivals and departures of the 
mails, certificates of the service of route-agents, and reports of mail 
failures; noting the delinquencies of contractors, and preparing cases 
thereon for-the action of the Postmaster-General; furnishing blanks for 
mail registers, reports of mail failures, and other duties which may be 
necessary to secure a faithful and exact performance of all mail contracts 
and service. 

Mail-Equipment Division.—To this division is assigned the issuing of 
mail locks and keys, mail pouches and sacks, and the construction of 
mail-bag catchers. 

Division of Special Agents and Mail Depredations.—All cases of mail 
depredation, or violation of law by private expresses, or by the forg­
ing or illegal use of postage-stamps, are under the supervision of this 
division, and should be reported to it. Special agents of the Depart­
ment make their reports to this division, and all accounts of special 
agents for salary, per diem, and expenses are also transmitted to the 
chief of this division for examination and presentation for allowance to 
the Postmaster-General. 
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Topographical Division.—This division is charged with the prepa­
ration of the post-route maps and diagrams, and with the keeping up of 
the geographical information requisite for the various branches of the 
postal service. 

SEC. 4. THE FINANCE OFFICE, including the divisions of finance, 
postage-stamps and stamped envelopes, registered letters, and dead 
letters, in charge of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. 

Division of Finance.—To this division is assigned the duty of issu­
ing drafts and warrants in payment of balances reported by the Auditor 
to be due to mail-contractors or other persons; the superintendence of 
the collection of revenue at depository, draft, and depositing offices, and 
the accounts between the Department and the Treasurer and Assistant 
Treasurers and special designated depositories of the United States. 
This division receives all accounts, monthly or quarterly, of the deposi­
tory and draft offices, and certificates of deposit from depositing offices. 

Division of Postage-Stamps and Stamped Envelopes.—To this divi­
sion is assigned the issuing of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards; also, the supplying of post­
masters with envelopes for their official use and registered package 
envelopes and seals. 

Division of Registered Letters.—To this division is assigned the 
duty of preparing instructions for the guidance of postmasters rela­
tive to registered letters, and all correspondence connected therewith ; 
also, the compilation of statistics as to the transactions of the business. 

Division of Dead Letters.—To this division is assigned the exami­
nation and return to the writers of dead letters, and all correspondence 
relating thereto. 

SEC. 5. THE MONEY-OEDER OFFICE, in charge of the superin­
tendent of the money-order system.—To this office is assigned the general 
supervision and control of the postal money-order system throughout 
the United States, and the supervision of the international money-
order correspondence with foreign countries. 

SEC. 6. THE OFFICE OF FOREIGN MAILS, in charge of a superin­
tendent.—To this office is assigned all foreign postal arrangements, and 
the supervision of the ocean mail-steamship service. 

SEC. 7. THE AUDITOE OF THE TEEASUEY FOE THE POST-
OFFICE DEPAETMENT.—This is a bureau of the Treasury Depart­
ment, which, for convenience, is located in the General Post-Office 
building. To this officer is assigned the duty of auditing the accounts 
of the Post-Office Department. All communications relating to the 
accounts of postmasters, mail-contractors, and other agents of the De­
partment should be addressed to this officer. 

SEC. 8. In addressing communications to the Department, care must 
be exercised that they not only bear the address of the officer in charge 
of the bureau to which the business relates, but also the division to 
which it specially belongs. 



C H A P T E R I I . 

APPOINTMENTS. 

SEC. 9. All appointments of postmasters and other agents and em­
ployes of the Post-Office Department are issued, by direction of the 
Postmaster-General, from the office of the First Assistant Postmaster-
General. 

SEC. 10. At all post-offices, the salary attached to which is one thous­
and dollars and upward, postmasters are appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and can be removed 
by the President only. At all other offices the Postmaster-General has 
the sole power of appointment and removal. 

SEC. 11. Upon the appointment of a postmaster, he is furnished with 
a letter of appointment and a blank bond. The person designated for 
appointment will execute the bond as directed, take the prescribed oath 
of office, and transmit the bond and oath to the First Assistant Post­
master-General. A commission will then be issued, upon the receipt of 
which, and not before, the new appointee is authorized to take charge of 
the office. 

SEC. 12. The bond must be signed, in the presence of suitable wit­
nesses, by himself and at least two sureties, the sufficiency-of each of 
whom, for the payment of the sum inserted therein, must be shown by 
the certificate of the magistrate who administers the oath. 

SEC. 13. No person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally 
execute a bond and take the prescribed oath of office. Minors are, by 
law, incapable of holding the office of postmaster; but the postal law 
(Sec. 65) provides that married women may be appointed postmasters, 
and bonds executed by them, as such officers, are declared to be valid. 

SEC. 14. All postmasters, contractors, special agents, postal-railway 
clerks, route-agents, and other persons employed either in the General 
Post-Office or elsewhere by the Postmaster-General, and all persons 
intrusted with the care, custody, or conveyance of the mails, are obliged, 
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before entering upon their duties, and before they can receive any com­
pensation, to take the following oath: 

i, being appointed* at 
of and State of -, do swear 

—, in the county 
that I will faithfully 

. perform all the duties required of me, and abstain from everything for­
bidden by the laws in relation to the establishment of post-offices and 
post-roads within the United States; and that I will honestly and truly 
account for and pay over any moneys belonging to the said United States 
which may come into my possession or control. And I do further 
solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign or domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter: So help me God. 

Sworn before the subscriber, a for the county of —, this 
day of '—, A. D. 187—; and I also certify that the person 

above named is above the age of sixteen years, to the best of my knowl­
edge and belief. 

N. B.—The person who takes the oath should sign his name above the magis­
trate's certificate. 

SEC. 15. In case of the death, removal from the State, insolvency, or 
any other disability of one or both of the sureties, the postmaster must 
report the fact to the Department, in order that a new bond may be 
executed. 

SEC. 16. I t is forbidden that any person be employed as assistant or 
clerk in any post-office, or as mail-carrier, who shall be, at the time when 
he subscribes the required oath of office, less than sixteen years old. 

SEC. 17. No person can hold the office of postmaster who does not 
reside in the city or town wherein the post-office is situated, or within 
the delivery of the office. 

SEC. 18. Justices of the peace, unless excluded by their own State 
laws, may serve as postmasters. 

SEC. 19. The office of postmaster is one of trust and responsibility, and 
the appointment proceeds from a confidence reposed in him personally by 
the appointing power. For this reason he cannot be permitted to trans­
fer the charge of his office and the performance of its duties to another, 
thus creating a sinecure, and virtually substituting in his stead, as 
postmaster, a person unknown to the Department. 

SEC. 20. The duties of the office must be performed by the postmaster, 
personally, or by a sworn assistant or assistants, whom he may employ 
to aid him when necessary; but the Department will hold the postmas­
ter responsible for the acts of his assistants. 

* Insert postmaster, or assistant postmaster, (as the case may be;) also filename of 
office, county, and State. 
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SEC. 21. Special agents, postal-railway clerks, route-agents, local 
agents, letter-carriers, and other agents and employes of the Department, 
are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 22. Special agents, when directed to collect or disburse money, 
are required, before entering upon such duty, to give bond in such sum 
and form, and with such security, as the Postmaster Gen eral may ap­
prove. 

SEC. 23. Appointments of letter-carriers are made by the Postmaster-
General, upon the recommendation of the postmaster of the office where 
they are to be employed, and are required to give bond before entering 
upon the discharge of their duties. 

SEC. 24. Clerks in post-offices are appointed by the postmaster without 
consultation with or interference by the Department; but the post­
master is held responsible for the faithful performance of their duties, 
as heretofore stated. 
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C H A P T E R I I I . 

DUTIES OF POSTMASTERS ANH T H E I R SURETIES. 

SEC. 25. On taking charge of the post-office, the postmaster will make, 
in duplicate, inventories of the public property belonging to it, as follows : 

1. Of all postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and 
postal-cards. 

2. Of all letters, packets, newspapers, pamphlets, and other mail-
matter, stating the amount of unpaid postage thereon. 

3. Of all laws, regulations, lists of post-offices, circulars, orders, rating-
stamps, &c. 

4. Of all desks, cases, and other furniture or fixtures, books, maps, 
blanks, and stationery allowed or furnished by the Department. 

5. Of all locks, keys, and mail-bags. 
SEC. 26. He will deliver one of these duplicates, with his receipt 

thereon, to his predecessor, and transmit the other as follows: Nos. 1 
and 2 to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department; 
Nos. 3 and 4 to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, appointment 
division; and No. 5 to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, 
division of mail equipments. 

SEC. 27. The postmaster, on taking charge of his office, will not receive 
from his predecessor any money belonging to the Department, unless 
specially instructed so to do. When the accounts of the outgoing post­
master have been finally settled, he will be notified by the Auditor, and 
directed in what manner and to whom the balance due the Department 
shall be paid. 

SEC. 28. Precaution should be taken by the postmaster to appoint 
an assistant, to prevent the office from being left without a duly qualified 
person to perform its duties in case of the necessary absence, the sick­
ness, resignation, or death of the postmaster. 

SEC. 29. The postmaster will forward the oaths of his assistant, clerks, 
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and other employes of the office to the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen­
eral, appointment division, before they enter upon their duties. The 
special agents of the Department will report promptly all instances of 
non-compliance with this regulation. 

SEC. 30. A postmaster will suffer no person whatever, except his duly 
sworn assistant, clerks, letter-carriers, and special agents, to have 
access to the letters, newspapers, and packets in his office, or whatever 
constitutes a part of the mail, or to the mail locks or keys. This pro­
hibition extends to letter-carriers and all other persons who may be 
employed on other duties than handling the mails. 

SEC. 31. Mails must not be opened or made up by the postmaster or 
his assistants within the reach of persons not authorized to handle them. 
The postmaster will, therefore, while discharging these duties, if a room 
be appropriated to the use of his office, exclude from it all persons ex­
cept his assistants regularly employed and sworn. 

SEC. 32. The postmaster, or one of his assistants, before the office is 
swept or cleared, should collect and examine the waste paper which has 
accumulated therein, in order to guard against the possibility of loss of 
letters or other mail-matter, which may have fallen on the floor, or have 
been intermingled with such waste paper during the transaction of busi­
ness. The observance of this rule is strictly enjoined upon all postmasters. 
Postmasters should be careful to use, in mailing letters or packets, all 
wrapping-paper fit to be used again. 

SEC. 33. For the safe-keeping of letters and packets at post-offices 
where the business is not so extensive as to require the appropriation 
of a room to that use, a cheap, plain desk or case, with a good lock, will 
be provided by the Department. This allowance will not, however, be 
made unless the net proceeds of the office exceed five dollars per quarter, 
and the postmaster, before purchasing, must make an application to the 
Auditor's office for directions. 

SEC. 34. No post-office shall be located in a bar-room, or in any room 
directly connected therewith; nor must any mail be opened, or any 
mail-matter delivered, in any room in which liquor is sold at retail. 

SEC. 35. Postmasters must not allow their offices to become resorts 
for loungers or disorderly persons, and are required to keep their offices 
in such clean and orderly condition that they may be visited by women, 
children, and others without impropriety or embarrassment. 

SEC. 36. The postmaster will keep his office open for the dispatch of 
business every day except Sunday, during the usual hours of business 
in the place; and attend at such other hours as may be necessary to 
receive and dispatch mails. When the mail arrives on Sunday, he will 
keep his office open for one hour or more, after the arrival and assort­
ment thereof, if the public convenience requires it. If it be received 
during the time of public worship, the opening of the office will be de­
layed until services have closed. 

SEC. 37. A postmaster is responsible for the discharge, by himself, 
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or his sworn assistant, of all the duties of the office until his successor 
shall have been appointed and qualified, although the term for which 
he may have been appointed has expired. 

SEC. 38. Whether the appointment be from the President or the Post­
master-General, in the event of death, the responsibility of the sureties 
will continue for the fidelity of the person left in charge of the office 
until a successor is appointed and qualified. 

SEC. 39. I t is lawful for the sureties, or any one of them, to perform 
the duties of postmaster until his successor is appointed. The person 
performing such duties must, before entering on the discharge thereof, 
take the required oath. 

SEC. 40. When a postmaster executes a new bond, the liability of the 
sureties upon such bond begins with the first day of the next succeeding 
quarter, the sureties upon the old bond being liable until the last day 
of the quarter in which the new bond is executed. 

SEC. 41. The liability of the sureties of a postmaster does not cease 
until three years after the final settlement, by the Auditor, of the post­
master's accounts. 

SEC. 42. When one or all of the sureties upon the bond of a post­
master may desire to be.released from their liability as such sureties, they 
must address a letter to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, stating 
their wish to be released. The First Assistant Postmaster-General will 
at once require the postmaster to execute a new bond, and upon the 
receipt and acceptance of the same by the Department, the sureties on 
the prior bond will be released from all responsibility for all acts or de­
faults of such postmaster subsequent to the last day of the quarter in 
which such new bond shall be executed. 

SEC. 43. All instructions, circulars, and orders received by a post­
master from any officer of the Department are to be filed in the office, 
and turned over to his successor. In like manner, he will turn over to 
his successor, or, in the event of the discontinuance of the office, deliver 
to the postmaster designated by the First Assistant Postmaster General, 
as public property, all desks, cases, and other furniture and fixtures, and 
all books, maps, blanks, stationery, and other articles, which have either 
been furnished to him as postmaster, or have been charged and 
allowed at any time, and which may remain on hand when the vacancy 
or discontinuance occurs. 

SEC. 44. Whenever mails are not received or delivered at any post-
office, the postmaster at the nearest office on the same route will report 
the fact to the Department, and open the mails addressed to such office, 
deliver the letters and papers to the persons entitled to them, and 
account for the postages in the quarterly returns of his own office. 

SEC. 45. When the Postmaster-General shall change the name of a 
post-office without a change of postmaster, the postmaster will be re­
quired to execute a new bond, and will be recommissioned. The order 
changing the name will take effect on the first day of the quarter next 
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succeeding the date of such new bond; but'if a change is made both in 
the postmaster and the name of the office, the name designated by the 
Postmaster-General will be used from the date upon which the new 
postmaster enters upon the discharge of his duties. 

SEC. 46. Every postmaster, in addressing the Department, should write 
the name of his office, county, and State at the head of his letter, and 
avoid writing upon more than one subject in the same letter. Letters must 
be plainly addressed to the proper bureau and division, as required by 
Section 8. 

SEC. 47. Whenever application is made for allowance for extra services 
on account of the presence of military or naval forces in the vicinity of 
a post-office, (under Section 90 of the Code,) such application must show 
how much extra service was required by reason of the presence of such 
force, the magnitude of the force, how long present there, the increase 
of the business resulting therefrom, and any other facts which may be 
called for by the Department. 

SEC. 48. Whenever a postmaster is in doubt as to any provision of 
the law or regulations, he should, before making a decision or taking 
any action, address the proper bureau of the Department for instruc­
tions; and no expenditure of any kind must be made without the con­
sent of the Department has been first obtained. 

SEC. 49. Postmasters are required to give the same attention to in­
structions contained in printed circulars sent from the different bureaus 
of the Department as to official* manuscript letters. 

SEC. 50. The importance of promptly rendering the quarterly account-
current at the close of each quarter must at all times be borne in mind 
by postmasters. No salary can be allowed by the Auditor except upon 
the rendering of the quarterly account upon the printed blanks furnished 
by the Department; and a failure to do so not only deprives the post­
master of his compensation, but also compels the Auditor's office to 
charge to him, as unaccounted for, all stamps and stamped envelopes in 
his hands at the rendering of his last returns, and also those sent during 
the quarter, whether they have been sold or not. A failure to render the 
quarterly return promptly will be regarded as sufficient cause for removal. 

SEC. 51. I t is impracticable to detail in one chapter all the duties de­
volving upon postmasters. A thorough knowledge of such duties can only 
be obtained by a careful reading of every chapter of these regulations. 
IGNORANCE OF THE LAW AND REGULATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED 

AS AN EXCUSE FOR THEIR VIOLATION. 

SEC. 52. When letters or packages from a foreign country are received 
at any post-office, and the postmaster has reason to believe that such 
letters or packages contain articles subject to duty, he shall immediately 
notify the customs officer of the district in which his office is located of 
the receipt of such letters or packages, and the names of the persons to 
whom the same are addressed. The letters or packages must be retained 
a reasonable time, for the purpose of allowing the customs officer to 
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examine them. Packages, when seized by an officer of the customs, 
will be opened by such officer in the presence of the postmaster and of 
the parties addressed; but letters, registered or ordinary, can only be 
opened by the parties addressed, who should be notified by the customs 
officer to appear at the post-office and open the same. Postmasters are 
expected to extend to custom-house officers all proper facilities to pro­
tect the customs revenue from frauds practiced through the mails. 



C H A P T E R I V . 

SALARIES OF POSTMASTERS AND EXPENDITURES AT 
POST-OFFICES. 

SEC. 53. Under the law (Section 82) the salaries of postmasters are 
re-adjusted once in two years, and in special cases as much oftener as 
the Postmaster-General may deem expedient. Applications for special 
readjustment of salary must be made to the First Assistant Postmaster-
General, and must state fully the facts upon which such application is 
based. The statement thus made will be compared with the quarterly 
account-current rendered to the Auditor, and if found to come within 
the rule prescribed by the law, an order will be made re-adjusting the 
salary of the postmaster. 

SEC. 54. The change in the salary of a postmaster does not take effect 
until the first day of the quarter next following the date of the order, 
except in cases of an extraordinary increase or decrease in the business 
of a post-office, as provided in Section 84 of the law. 

SEC. 55. When an office is newly established, the salary of the post­
master will be temporarily fixed at a nominal sum until the returns of 
the office shall enable the Postmaster-General to properly adjust the 
same. 

SEC. 56. Salaries of postmasters are graded as follows: 
New York City $6, 000 
First-class offices ' $3,000 to $4, 000 
Second-class offices $2,000 and under $3,000 
Third-class offices $1, 000 and under $2,000 
Fourth-class offices $200 and under $1, 000 
Fifth-class offices $1 and under $200 

SEC. 57. Expenditures for clerk-hire, rent, fuel, and light, in the case 
of the post-office at New York City, and of offices of the first and second 
classes, will be fixed by an order on the receipt of an estimate from the 
postmasters of such offices, and shall remain for one year, or until 
otherwise ordered; and other items of expense for furniture, stationery, 
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&c, under this section, in the case of the same class of offices, must be 
made only under special authority from the Postmaster-General, and 
applications must be made to him for such authority, accompanied with 
estimates, previous to incurring such expense. 

SEC. 58. Allowances for expenses are made out of the surplus reve­
nue of a post-office, that is to say, the excess of box rents and com­
missions over and above the salary assigned to the office. And in no 
case will an allowance be made in excess of such surplus revenue. 

SEC. 59. A reasonable allowance for clerk-hire at offices at the inter­
section of routes, called separating offices, may be made by the Post­
master-General, upon application to the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen­
eral. Such allowance must not be understood as an increase of the 
salary of the postmaster, but as a compensation for clerical services 
arising from the duties of separating the mails for other offices. The 
amount of such clerk-hire will not be allowed by the Auditor unless the 
receipt of the person employed as such clerk shall accompany the quar­
terly account-current. 

SEC. 60. Postmasters, will furnish proper vouchers for all expenses 
incurred at their offices, which vouchers must accompany their quar­
terly account-current. 

SEC. 61. In all cases where the quarterly expenses of an office exceed 
the amounts authorized by the Department, the surplus will be sus­
pended by the Auditor until the end of the fiscal year, (June 30,) at 
which time it will be allowed, provided the total amount does not exceed 
the amount allowed for the annual expenses of the office. 

SEC. 62. Rent, clerk-hire, lights, fuel, and stationery are allowed only 
in offices of the first and second classes. 



C H A P T E R V . 

OFFICE BLANKS, RATING STAMPS, AND OTHER SUP-
P L I E S - R Y WHOM FURNISHED. 

SEC. 63. In ordering supplies of blanks, &c, postmasters must con­
sult the following lists, and make their orders on the proper bureau and 
division, giving a full description of the articles and quantity they need. 

SEC. 64. The following-named blanks and other supplies are furnished 
b y t h e F I R S T ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL : 

BLANK AGENCY. 

Clerks' pay-rolls. < 
Carriers' pay-rolls. 
Carriers' delivery-bill. 
Carriers' monthly report. 
Carriers' quarterly report. 
Eeport of stamps sold. *v 

Eequisition for stamps from retail clerk. 
Notice of box-rent due. 
Circular to postmaster, " No return bill received for registered letter." 
Circular to postmaster, " N o return bill received for registered 

stamps." 
Circular to Third Assistant Postmaster-General, reporting lost stamps. 
Circular to Third Assistant Postmaster-General, reporting'no return-

bill for stamps. 
Circular to special agent, reporting lost stamps. 
Circular to Third Assistant Postmaster-General, reporting stamps 

found. 
Circular to special agent, reporting stamps found. 
Circular for tracing lost stamps. 
Circular to postmaster concerning lost letter. 
Circular reply of postmaster to same. 
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Circular reply to person inquiring for lost letter. 
Affidavit in reference to lost letter. 
Eeply to request to forward letters. 
Application to Third Assistant Postmaster-General for dead letter. 
List of unmailable letters. 
Dead-letter bill. 
Notice to apply for dead letter. 
Notice to apply for registered letter. 
Voucher. 
Eequisition for payment of draft. 
Notice to publisher to discontinue sending publication. 
Eecord-books of registered matter for postal-clerks and route-agents. 
Eequest to return mail-bags. 
Eeceipt for mail-bags. 
Eeceipt for postage, in advance, for newspaper sent. 
Eeceipt for letter returned to writer. 
Account of ship and steamboat letters received. 
Substitute's certificate. 
Notice to clerk or carrier in reference to advance list of advertised 

letters. 
Ship-letter receipts. 
Eequisition for blanks. 
Oath of postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk. 
Eeport of lost letters. 
Detailed statement of stamps and envelopes. 
Eeceipt for box-rent. 
Canada post-bills. 
Notice of a package too large to be delivered by the carrier. 
Circular for tracing lost registered! packages. 
Order to the Department for p'ostage-stamps. 
Order #) the Department for request envelopes. 
Sheets post-bills, 16 on a sheet. 
Sheets mails received. 
Sheets account of newspapers. 
Sheets accounts-current, 1 on each sheet. 
Sheets account of prepaid printed matter. 
Sheets signature post-bills, 16 on each sheet. 
Sheets account of registered letters received. 
Sheets account of registered letters sent. 
Sheets blank receipts for registered letters. 
Sheets registered letter-bills, and return registered letter-bills. 
Sheets distribution signature registered letter-bills. 
Sheets receipts for registered letters delivered. 
Sheets record of registered matter in transit. 
Sheets receipts for registered packages. 
Sheets emolument-accounts. 
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Wrapping-paper. 
Small twine. 
Coarse hemp twine. 
Marking and rating stamps. 
Letter-balances. 

SEC. 65. Offices the gross receipts per annum of which are less than 
$50 are not furnished with circular office-stamps, letter-balances, wrap­
ping-paper, or twine. 

SEC. 66. When the gross receipts of an office exceeds $50 per annum, 
marking-stamps of wood will be furnished. 

SEC. 67. When the gross receipts of an office exceed $75 per annum, 
an 8-ounce letter-balance will be furnished Mn addition to a wooden 
marking-stamp. 

SEC. 68. When the gross receipts of an office exceed $100 per annum, 
wrrapping-paper and twine will be furnished, in addition to wooden 
marking-stamp and 8-ounce letter-balance, and also post-bills with the 
postmaster's name printed thereon. 

SEC. 69. When the gross receipts of an office exceed $500 per annum 
an iron marking-stamp will be furnished, in addition to wrapping-paper, 
twine, and an 8-ounce letter-balance. 

SEC. 70. When the gross receipts of an office exceed $1,000 per an­
num, a first-class steel stamp and canceler combined will be furnished, 
in addition to wrapping-paper, twine, an 8-ounce letter-balance, and 
post-bills with postmaster's name printed thereon. 

SEC. 71. Offices the gross receipts of which exceed $2,000 per annum, 
will be furnished with a 4-pound letter balance, wrapping-paper, twine, 
and post-bills with the name of the postmaster printed thereon. 

SEC. 72. Postmasters will not be furnished with ink and pad for mark­
ing-stamp nor sealing-wax. 

SEC. 73. The following-named blanks and other supplies are furnished 
b y t h e SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL : 

CONTRACT DIVISION. 

Oaths for mail-con tractors and mail-carriers. 
Through mail post-bill cards. 
Weekly and monthly record of arrival of through mails. 

INSPECTION DIVISION. 

Monthly registers of arrival and departure of mails. 
Eegisters of arrival and departure of postal-clerks and route-agents. 
Local agents' mail-bills. 

DIVISION OF MAIL EQUIPMENTS. 

Mail-bags, locks and keys. 

L * . 
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SEC. 74. The following named blanks and supplies are furnished by 
t h e THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL : 

DIVISION OF FINANCE. - * 

Monthly and quarterly statements of cash account. 
Certificates of deposit. 

STAMP DIVISION. 

Vouchers for sale of stamps and stamped envelopes. 
Envelopes for official use of postmasters. 
Eegistered package envelopes and seals. 

SEC. 75. The following is a list of the books, forms, and marking-
stamps required for the business of a money-order office, for which ap­
plication must be made to the SUPERINTENDENT OF THE MONEY-
ORDER SYSTEM : 

Book of instructions. 
List of money-order offices. i 
Eegister of money-orders issued. 
Eegister of money-orders paid. 
Eegister of advices received. 
Cash-book. 
Weekly statement sheets. 
Blank orders, with corresponding forms of advice attached. 
Second advice, for use when duplicate or corrected advices are re­

quired. 
Application for money-order. (Form No. 1.) 
Notice of overdrafts upon second-class offices. (Form No. 4.) 
Special advice of repayment. (Form No. 5.) 
Applications for the renewal of lost and invalid orders. (Forms N *>s. 

7, 8, and 8a.) 
Notification of transfer of funds. (Form No. 9.) 
Notification of want of funds. (Form No. 10.) 
Application for renewal of credit. (Form No. 14.) 
Printed letters in which to forward remittances. (Form No. 18.) 
Printed letters to postmasters inquiring for missing advices, &c. 

(Forms Nos. 21, 22, 23, and 24.) 
List of advices on hand less than two weeks. 
Certificates of deposit, for use at offices of the first class only. 
Office-stamp, to be used on money-orders and advices. 
Envelopes of " letter size" and of u extra official size." 
Memorandums of remittances. (Form No. 19.) 
Inquiry sent by postmasters drawn on, in cases of discrepancy be­

tween order and advice as to amount. 
Form for second advice. 
List of orders presented and not paid. 
Money-order handbill. 
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BRITISH INTERNATIONAL BLANKS. 
Weekly statement sheets. 
Application for money-order. (Form No. 1 B.) 
Notice to payee of receipt of money-order. (Form No. 2 B.) 
Inquiry sent by the postmaster at the office of payment, in cases of 

discrepancy between particulars of British international order, and 
statement of applicant for payment. (Form No. 3 B.) 

Form of application for repayment of British international order, to 
be addressed to the Post-Office Department, Washington. (Form No. 
4B.) 

Form for repayment. (No. 7 B.) 
Notice to remitter to apply for repayment of British international 

money-order. (Form No. 8 B.) 
Handbill. 

SWITZERLAND INTERNATIONAL. 

Weekly statement sheets. 
Application for money-order. 
Notice to payee of receipt of money-order. 

GERMAN INTERNATIONAL. 

Weekly statement sheets. 
Application for German international money-order. (Form No. 1G.) 
Notice to payee of receipt of money-order. (Form No. 2 G.) 
Inquiry sent by the postmaster at the office of payment, in cases of 

discrepancy between particulars of German international order and 
statement of applicant for payment. (Form No. 3 G.) 

Form of application for repayment of German international order, 
to be addressed.to the Post-Office Department, Washington. (Form 
No. 4 G.) 

Form for repayment. (No. 7 G.) 
Notice to remitter to apply for repayment of German international 

money-order, (No. 8 G.) 
Handbill. 

SEC. 76. The following blanks are furnished by the SUPERINTENDENT 
OF FOREIGN MAILS : 

Letter-bills, and acknowledgments of receipt for the correspondence 
between the United States and the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, empire of Germany, kingdom of Belgium, kingdom of Italy 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, and France. 

Eegistered letter bills and receipts. 

SEC. 77. The following blanks are furnished by the AUDITOR OF 
THE TREASURY FOR THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT : 

Mail-messenger receipts. 
Special mail-carriers' receipts. 
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Local mail-agents' receipts. 
Mail-route messengers' receipts. 
Eailway postal-clerks' receipts. 
Eoute-agents' receipts. 
Envelopes for return of letter-carriers' accounts. 
Envelopes for return of accounts of postal-railway clerks and route-

Blanks for general account. 
Labels for quarterly accounts of presidential offices. 

SEC. 78. The name of the post office, county, and State, without 
abbreviation, must be plainly written at the head of all orders. 

SEC. 79. POSTMASTERS ARE SPECIALLY DIRECTED NOT TO INCLUDE 

IN ONE ORDER BLANKS AND SUPPLIES FURNISHED BY DIFFERENT 

BUREAUS. 
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MAILABLE M A T T E R . 

SEC. 80. Mailable matter is divided into three classes, viz : 
1. Letters. 
2. Eegular printed matter. 
3. Miscellaneous matter. 
SEC. 81. First class.—This class embraces all correspondence, wholly 

or partly in writing, except book-manuscripts and corrected proof sheets 
passing between authors and publishers. 

Second class.—This class embraces all matter exclusively in print, 
and regularly issued at stated periods from a known office of publica­
tion, without addition by writing, mark, or sign. 

Third class.—This class embraces all pamphlets, occasional publica­
tions, transient newspapers, magazines, handbills, posters, unsealed 
circulars, prospectuses, books, book-manuscripts, proof-sheets, corrected 
proof-sheets, maps, prints, engravings, blanks, flexible patterns, sam­
ples of merchandise not exceeding twelve ounces in weight, sample-
cards, phonographic paper, letter envelopes, postal envelopes and 
wrappers, cards, plain and ornamental paper, photographic representa­
tions of different types, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and all 
other matter which may be declared mailable by law, and all other 
articles not above the weight prescribed by law, which are not, from 
their form or nature, liable to destroy, deface, or otherwise injure the 
contents of the mail-bag, or the person of any one engaged in the 
postal service. 

SEC. 82. All packages of matter of the third class must be so wrapped 
or enveloped, with open sides or ends, that their contents may be read­
ily and thoroughly examined by postmasters without destroying the 
wrappers; but seeds, and other articles liable, from their form or na­
ture, to loss or damage unless specially protected, may be inclosed in 

•gv 
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unsealed bags or boxes which can readily be opened for examination of 
the contents and reclosed; or sealed bags, made of material sufficiently 
transparent to show the contents clearly, without opening, may be used 
for such matter. 

SEC. 83. No writing will be permitted upon articles of this class, or 
their wrappers or envelopes, except the address of destination. Any 
other writing in or upon any package or article of this class will subject 
it to letter rates of postage. 

SEC. 84. The weight of packages of matter of this class, except books 
and other printed matter, and seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions, 

• is limited to twelve ounces; and all such packages exceeding that weight 
are chargeable with letter rates of postage. 

SEC. 85. Matter of the third class inclosed in sealed envelopes notched 
at the ends or side, or with the corners cut off, cannot be mailed except 
at letter-postage rates. 

SEC. 86. Matter of the second and third classes, containing any writ­
ing whatever, except the address, will be charged with letter postage. 

SEC. 87. Packages containing liquids, poisons, glass, explosive chemi­
cals, or any other matter liable to deface or destroy the contents of the 
mail, or injure the person of any one connected with the service, must 
be rigidly excluded from the mails. If such matter be found in any 

» post-office, or in any mail pouch or sack, it must be retained by the post­
master, and the Department (Third Assistant Postmaster-General) noti­
fied of the fact, when instructions will be given as to its disposition. If 
found by a postal clerk or route-agent, it must be delivered to the post-
office at tfte end of the route, where it will be treated as above directed. 

SEC. 88. All books, pamphlets, circulars, prints, &c, of an obscene, 
vulgar, or indecent character; all letters or circulars concerning illegal 
lotteries,* so-called gift concerts, or other similar enterprise offering 
prizes, or concerning schemes devised and intended to deceive and de­
fraud the public for the purpose of obtaining money under false pre­
tenses, must be withdrawn from the mails by postmasters at either the 
office of mailing or the office of delivery. Postmasters will promptly 
notice violations of this section, and when the party by whom such mat­
ter is mailed is known with any degree of certainty, the attention of the 
United States attorney for the district must be called to the case, and 
the evidence necessary for conviction, including the matter in question, 
placed in his hands. (See Sections 148 and 149 of the law.) The case 
must also be reported to the special agent of the Department for the 
district, and all the facts at once communicated to the Department, 
(Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Division of Mail Depredations 
and Special Agents.) Should the party by whom the matter is mailed 
not be known, it must be sent to the Third Assistant Postmaster-Gen­
eral, in a securely sealed package, and a letter advising him of the trans­
mission of the package sent by the same mail, but in a separate envelope. 

* Lottery schemes, sanctioned hy enactments of State legislatures, are held to be legal, 
and letters and circulars concerning such will he allowed to pass through the mails. 

I • 
• 
• I 
I 
• 
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SEC. 89. All letters upon the envelope of which, or postal card upon 
which scurrilous epithets have been written or printed, or disloyal devices 
printed or engraved, must also be rigidly excluded from the mails. Such 
matter must be forwarded to the Dead-Letter Office, marked as " unmail­
able." 

SEC. 90. No package weighing more than four pounds shall be received 
for conveyance by mail, except books published or circulated by order 
of Congress. 

SEC. 91. To inclose or conceal a letter, or other thing, (except bills and 
receipts for subscription,) in, or to write or print anything, after its pub- j 
lication, upon, any newspaper, pamphlet, magazine, or other printed 
matter, is illegal, and subjects such printed matter, and the entire pack­
age of which it is a part, to letter postage, and also subjects the offender 
to & fine of five dollars for every such offense; and in such cases, if the 
person addressed refuse to pay such letter postage, the package must be 
returned to the office at which it was mailed, in order that the postmaster 
may cause the offender to be prosecuted for the penalty. 

SEC. 92. A business-card printed or impressed on the wrapper or en­
velope of any printed matter, or a simple mark designed to call attention 
to any article in such printed matter, does not subject it to letter postage. 



C H A P T E R V I I . 

RATES OF POSTAGE ON DOMESTIC MAIL-MATTER. 

SEC. 93. The following are the rates of postage chargeable on DOMES­
TIC mail-matter of the different classes. 

SEC. 94. The mode of computing the rates upon inland letters, (i. e., 
letters from one office within the United States or Territories to another,) 
is as follows, to wit: Single rate if not exceeding half an ounce; double 
rate if exceeding half an ounce, but not exceeding an ounce; treble rate 
if exceeding an ounce, but not exceeding an ounce and a half; and so 
on, charging an additional rate for every additional half ounce or frac­
tion of half an ounce. 

SEC. 95. A single rate of three cents is uniformly established on do­
mestic letters. 

SEC. 96. At the post-office where letters brought by vessels or steam­
boats not employed in carrying the mail from any domestic or foreign 
port are deposited, they will be charged with double rates of postage, to 
be collected at the office of delivery—that is to say, six cents for the sin­
gle weight if mailed, and four cents the single weight if delivered at the 
office; but if such letter has been prepaid by United States stamps 
at such double rate of postage, no additional charge will be made. If 
only partly prepaid by stamps, the unpaid balance will be charged and 
collected on delivery. 

SEC.97. If such letter is addressed to any point in a foreign country, 
no fee will.be allowed thereon by the postmaster to the carrier. 

SEC. 98. If articles chargeable with different rates of postage are sent 
together in one package, the higher rate must be prepaid on the entire 
package; but two or more different articles, chargeable with the same 
rate of postage, may be sent together at that rate, provided the package 
is to but one address, and does not exceed the weight prescribed for the 
class of matter to which the articles belong. 

http://will.be
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RATES OF POSTAGE ON FIRST-CLASS MATTER. 

SEC. 99. On letters, sealed packages, mail-matter wholly or partly in 
writing, except book manuscripts and corrected proofs passing between 
authors and publishers, and except local or drop letters; all printed 
matter so marked as to convey any other or further information than is 
conveyed by the original print, except the correction of mere typograph­
ical errors; all matter not otherwise chargeable with letter-postage, but 
which is so wrapped or secured that it cannot be conveniently examined 
by postmasters without destroying the wrapper or envelope; all pack 
ages containing matter not in itself chargeable with letter-postage, but 
in which is inclosed or concealed any letter, memorandum, or other 
thing chargeable with letter-postage, or upon which is any writing or 
memorandum; and manuscripts for publication in newspapers, maga­
zines, or periodicals, three cents for eacli half ounce or fraction 
thereof. Weigh* of packages limited to four pounds. 

SEC. 100. On local or drop letters, at offices where free delivery by 
carriers is established, two cents for each half ounce or fraction 
thereof. Weight of packages limited to four pounds. 

SEC. 101. On local or drop letters, at offices where free delivery by 
carriers is not established, one cent for each half ounce or frac­
tion thereof. Weight of p a c k a g e s l imited to four pounds. 

. RATES OF POSTAGE ON SECOND-CLASS MATTER. 

SEC. 102. Mailable matter of this class embraces all newspapers, mag­
azines, and periodicals, exclusively in print, and regularly issued at 
stated periods from a known office of publication, without addition by 
writing, mark, or sign, and addressed to regular subscribers. 

SEC. 103. A regular subscriber is a person who has actually paid, or 
undertaken to pay, a subscription price for a newspaper, magazine, or 
other periodical, or for whom such payment has been made or under 
taken to be made by some other person. But, in the latter case, such 
payment must have been made or undertaken with the previous consent 
or at the previous request of the person to whom such newspaper, mag­
azine, or periodical is sent, and the subscription must be for not less 
than three months. A persou to whom any such publication is sent 
without his consent or request, is not a " regular subscriber" within the 
meaning of the law, and double transient rates of postage must be 
charged and collected on such publications before delivery. 

SEC. 104. Persons known as regular dealers in newspapers and peri­
odicals may receive and transmit by mail such quantities of either as 
they may require, and pay the postage thereon as received, at the 
same rates, pro rata, as regular subscribers to such publications who 
pay quarterly in advance. 

SEC. 105. The following are the quarterly rates of postage, when paid 
quarterly or yearly in advance, on newspapers and periodicals issued 
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once a week or more frequently, and sent to actual subscribers from a 
known office of publication: 

Newspapers and periodicals, each: 
Not exceeding 4 ounces in weight, sent to any part of the United States 
Exceeding 4 ounces and not exceeding 8 ounces : 
Exceeding 8 ounces and not exceeding 12 ounces 
Exceeding 12 ounces and not exceeding 16 ounces 

Cents. Cents. Cents. 

30 
GO 
90 

1 20 

Cents. 

e 
70 

x 05 
1 40 

SEC. 106. Newspapers of small size, issued less frequently than once 
a week, may be sent in packages to one address at the rate of one cent 
for each package not exceeding four ounces in weight, and an additional 
charge of one cent for each additional four ounces or fraction thereof, 
the postage to be paid quarterly or yearly in advance. 

SEC. 107. The following are the quarterly rates of postage, when paid 
quarterly or yearly in advance, on newspapers and periodicals issued 
less frequently than once a week, and sent to actual subscribers from a 
known office of publication : 

M onthly. Quarterly 

Newspapers, magazines, and other periodical publications, sent to any 
part of the United States, each, when not exceeding 4 ounces in 
weight , 

Exceeding 4 ounces and not exceeding 8 ounces 
Exceeding 8 ounces and not exceeding 12 ounces 
Exceeding 12 ounces and not exceeding 16 ounces 
Exceeding 16 ounces and not exceeding 20 ounces 

Cents per Cents per 
quarter, quarter. 

RATES OF POSTAGE ON THIRD-CLASS MATTER. 

SEC. 108. On pamphlets and occasional publications: transient news­
papers, magazines, and periodicals; hand-bills, posters, sheet-music, 
unsealed circulars, prospectuses, book manuscripts, proof-sheets, cor­
rected proof-sheets, printed cards and blanks, maps, lithographs, prints, 
chromo lithographs, engravings, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions, 
one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof. Weight of 
packages limited to four pounds. 

SEC. 109. On flexible patterns ; samples of ores, metals, minerals, aud 
merchandise; sample cards, photographic paper, letter-envelopes, postal-
envelopes and wrappers, unprinted cards, plain and ornamental paper, 
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card-board, or other flexible material; and on all other matter of the 
third class for which other rates of postage are not prescribed, two 
cents for each two ounces or fraction thereof. 'Weight of pack­
ages limited to twelve ounces. 

SEC. 110. On books, two cents for each two ounces or fraction 
thereof. Weight of packages limited to four pounds. 

SEC. 111. On packages of woolen, cotton, or linen clothing, addressed 
to any non-commissioned officer or private in the Army of the United 
States, one cent for each ounce or fraction thereof. Weight of 
packages limited to two pounds. 

POSTAL-CARDS. 

SEC. 112. The postage of one cent each is paid by the stamp impressed 
on these cards, and no further payment is required. 

SEC. 113. The rate of postage on newspapers, periodicals not exceed­
ing two ounces in weight, and circulars, when the same are deposited 
in a letter-carrier office for delivery by the office or its carriers, shall be 
uniform at one cent each ; but periodicals weighing more than two ounces 
shall be subject to a postage of two cents each, and these rates shall be 
prepaid by stamps. 

SEC. 114. No extra postage will be charged for a card printed or 
impressed upon an envelope or wrapper. 

SEC. 115. Publications issued without disclosing the office of publica­
tion, or containing a fictitious statement thereof, must not be forwarded 
by postmasters unless prepaid at the mailing-office at the rates of tran­
sient printed matter. 

SEC. 116. Publications borrowing the name, having the form and 
some of the characteristics of a newspaper, printed for gratuitous circu­
lation, and depending on their advertisements for support, cannot be 
sent by mail gratuitously to persons not actual and bonafide subscribers 
upon the footing of newspapers " sent from the office of publication to 
actual and bona-fide subscribers." 

SEC. 117. Where packages of newspapers or periodicals are received 
at any post-office directed to one address, and the names of the club to 
which they belong, with the postage for a quarter in advance, shall be 
handed to the postmaster, he shall deliver the same to their respective 
owners. 

SEC. 118. A newspaper is defined to be any printed publication issued 
m numbers, an$ published at short intervals of not more than a month, 
conveying intelligence of passing events. I t generally consists of a 
sheet, but may be composed of two or more sheets of paper. 

SEC. 119. A pamphlet is a printed but unbound publication, relating 
solely to some subject of local, ephemeral, or temporary interest or import­
ance, or, if upon a subject of general interest or importance, called forth, 
like a lecture or an address, by or for some local event, or as appropriate 
to some particular occasion. Hence, with the exception of those not con-
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taining more than sixteen octavo pages each, no publication, although 
folded and unbound, can be permitted to pass in the mail as a "pam­
phlet" instead of a " book," unless its scope and subject are such as to 
bring it fairly within the distinctive definition above given. 

SEC. 120. Eegular publications not issued as often as once a week 
must also have a known office of publication, and be regularly sent to 
subscribers; otherwise, they must be prepaid at transient rates at the 
mailing office. Small newspapers not issued as often as once a week, 
devoted to the use of Sunday-schools, to religion, to temperance, to edu­
cation, or to agriculture, may be sent in packages to one address at 
the rate of one cent for a package not weighing over four ounces, 
and an additional charge of one cent for each additional four ounces 
or fraction thereof. Thus, a package of such papers weighing only four 
ounces, published once a month, and regularly sent to a subscriber, 
would be subject to charge, when paid quarterly in advance, of three 
cents per quarter; if published twice a month, or weighing over four and 
not exceeding eight ounces, double these sums, and so on. Each copy of 
a magazine is rated in like manner. In cases of doubt whether such 
newspapers are entitled to be rated by the package, postmasters will 
apply to the Department for instructions, inclosing a copy of the 
paper in question. If the postage for at least one quarter is not prepaid 
on such papers and magazines, the postage must be collected on delivery 
of each package or number, at the rate of two cents for each four ounces 
or fraction thereof. 

SEC. 121. Publishers may inclose in their publications sent to regular 
subscribers the bills for subscription thereto, without any additional 
charge for postage, and may write or print upon their publications, or 
upon the wrappers thereof, the name and address of the subscribers 
thereto, and the date when the subscription will expire; but any other 
inclosure or addition in writing or in print shall subject the same to 
letter postage, which shall be collected before delivery thereof. 

SEC. 122. It is the duty of the postmaster at the mailing office, as well 
as at the office of delivery, carefully to examine all printed matter, in 
order to see that it is charged with the proper rate of postage, and to 
detect-fraud. 

SEC. 123. If postmasters cannot make this examination without de­
stroying the wrapper, they will rate the package with letter postage, 
and collect the same on delivery. 

SEC. 124. Postmasters will charge and collect postage, at the rate of 
three cents for each half ounce, on any newspaper or periodical so marked 
or written upon as to give any other information than that contained 
in the print. The same charge will be made where it is so inclosed that 
it cannot be examined without destroying the wrapper. The same rule 
applies to any other matter which may be sent at less than letter 
postage. 

SEC. 125. The Postmaster-General will from time to time provide by 
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order the rates and terms upon which route-agents may receive and 
deliver at the mail-car or steamer packages of newspapers and periodicals 
delivered to them for that purpose by the publishers, or any news-agent 
in charge thereof, and not received from, nor designed for delivery at, 
any post-office; and postmasters in cities and large towns will particu­
larly observe the provisions of this regulation. Large additions to the 
postal revenue may be made by securing to the mail-car the daily trans­
portation of newspapers and periodicals now carried by expressmen. 
Ample power is conferred by law to secure this result. 

SEC. 126. Eoute-agents will receive and deliver such packages with 
care and promptitude whenever notified that arrangements have been 
made by the postmaster. Postmasters in cities from which such pack­
ages are sent will inquire and report to the Department whether publish­
ers and news-agents will not transfer such packages to the care of the 
route-agents, and at what rates, reporting the facts, with their recom­
mendation, to the Postmaster-General. Eoute-agents will use every 
exertion in aid of this purpose. 

SEC. 127. Newspapers and periodicals regularly mailed to bona-fide 
subscribers are not " transient printed matter," and may, therefore, be 
mailed by agents, as well as publishers, in the same manner, and with 
the same privileges, as if they were mailed to such subscribers directly 
from the office of publication, provided the agent makes and files in the 
mailing office a statement, signed by him, showing the names of the 
papers or periodicals which he thus mails, the offices, respectively, to 
which they are directed, and the number of such subscribers to each, 
with the dates to which their respective subscriptions extend, at each 
office to which said papers or periodicals are directed. 

SEC. 128. Publishers of newspapers may, without subjecting them to 
extra postage, fold within their regular issues a supplement. But in all 
such cases the added matter must be a genuine supplement or appeud-
age to the newspaper in question, and of the same essential character, 
conveying intelligence of passing events of general interest. Publishers 
of newspapers cannot send specimen numbers of their papers to post­
masters and others, without prepaying postage thereon. Prospectuses 
of newspapers, whether accompanying the same or sent separately, are 
to be charged as circulars, and postage required in advance. 

SEC. 129. Corrected proof-sheets will be charged with postage at the 
rates prescribed for third class matter, in case the corrections be those 
only of typographical errors; but if new matter be introduced by the 
corrections, or any notations made by which information is asked or 
conveyed, or instructions given in writing, the sheets are subject to let­
ter postage. 



C H A P T E R V I I I . 

PAYMENT OF POSTAGE. 

SEC. 130. All domestic mail-matter, except newspapers, magazines, 
and periodicals sent to actual subscribers from a known office of publi­
cation, and letters sent by soldiers, sailors, and marines in the service of 
the United States, duly certified, must be prepaid by postage-stamps 
affixed thereto. 

SEC. 131. Fractional parts of postage-stamps cannot be recognized in 
prepayment of postage. For example: a letter or package to which one 
two-cent stamp and the half of another two-cent stamp are affixed, can­
not be considered as having been prepaid three cents, but only two 
cents; and a letter or package on which eighteen cents postage is charge­
able, cannot be prepaid in full by affixing a six-cent stamp and the half 
of a twenty-four cent stamp, &c. 

SEC. 132. Letters written by commissioned officers in the military or 
naval service cannot be certified as soldiers' or naval letters. 

SEC. 133. Letters written by non-commissioned officers and privates 
in the military, naval, or marine service, on which postage is not pre­
paid by stamps, must be plainly marked on the outside, over the 
address, " soldier's letter," or u naval letter," (as the case may be,) and 
this certificate signed with his official designation by a field or staff offi­
cer of the regiment to which the soldier belongs, or by the officer in 
command of his detachment or post, or by a chaplain or surgeon at a 
hospital. In the Navy or Marine Corps the certificate must be signed 
by the officer in command of the vessel, or by a chaplain or surgeon 
on board, or by the officer, commanding a detachment of marines on 
shore. Such letters must be plainly marked, with the amount of post­
age due* which must be collected on delivery. 

SEC. 134. All matter on which one full rate of postage is so prepaid, 
but on which additional postage is chargeable, must be forwarded to its 
destination, charged with the amount of deficient postage. 
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SEC. 135. All wholly unpaid matter on which postage is chargeable, 
must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office. When, however, such wholly 
unpaid matter, or matter on which one full rate of postage is not pre­
paid, reaches the office of destination by inadvertence, double rates of 
postage must be charged thereon, and collected before delivery, deduct­
ing any amount less than a full rate which may have been prepaid thereon. 

SEC. 136.. In large cities and adjacent districts of dense population, 
having two or more post-offices within a distance of three miles of each 
other, any letter mailed atone of such offices and addressed to a locality 
within the delivery of another of such offices, and which shall have been 
inadvertently prepaid at the drop or local letter rate of postage only, 
may be forwarded to its destination, charged with the amount of the 
deficient postage, to be collected on delivery. 

SEC. 137. Postmasters are not allowed to give credit for postage, nor 
to deliver any mail-matter until all postage chargeable thereon has been 
paid. 

SEC. 138. The postage on second-class matter must be prepaid in 
money for not less than one quarter (three months) nor more than one 
year, commencing at any time, and the payment may be made either at 
the office of mailing or at the office of delivery. 

SEC. 139. The postmaster receiving such payment must account for 
it in the* official quarter in which it is received; but he must state dis­
tinctly in his newspaper transcript whether such prepayment is for a 
year or for a quarter. 

SEC. 140. When such prepayment is made at the office of mailing, the 
publisher must prepare and hand to the postmaster, ready for signature, 
a receipt for each post-office to which the publications are to be sent for 
delivery, stating the number of copies to be sent to such post-office, and 
the amount to be paid thereon, and the name of each subscriber. 

SEC. 141. A transcript of such items, for each quarter, must accom­
pany the quarterly accounts of such postmasters. 

SEC. 142. Upon the payment of the postage, these receipts must be 
signed by the postmaster, and transmitted to the postmasters at the 
offices of delivery, by whom they will be received as evidence that the 
postage has been duly paid, and the publications mentioned in such 
receipts will be delivered to the subscribers named therein without 
further charge for postage. 

SEC. 143. Publishers may write or print upon their publications, sent 
to regular subscribers, in addition to the address, the dates when the 
subscriptions expire, and may also inclose therein bills and receipts for 
subscriptions, without extra charge for postage. 

SEC. 144. All mail-matter of the third class must be fully prepaid by 
postage-stamps at the office of mailing; when not so prepaid, it must be 
held for postage and sent to the Dead-Letter Office. 

SEC. 145. Prepaid letters must be forwarded from one post-office to 
another at the request of the party addressed, without additional charge 
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for postage; but letters having been delivered according to their address, 
require postage at prepaid rates, when returned to the office for remail-
ing. 

SEC. 146. The following is the form of oath prescribed to be taken by 
publishers as to the transmission of printed mail-matter to other than 
bona-fide subscribers: 
State of , County of : 

The undersigned , publisher of , in the city of , 
county of - State of - -, does swear (or affirm) that he, as pub­
lisher, has not sent, nor permitted to be sent, by any clerk, agent, or em­
ploye, within his knowledge, any copies of the without prepay­
ment of postage by postage-stamps, except the same were sent to bona-
fide and regular subscribers. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, a — — , this day of . 
SEC. 147. I t is the duty of a postmaster to receive and deliver to 

subscribers newspapers, magazines, and periodicals which come in the 
mail, and to put the address on such publications sent to clubs, or to 
deliver them from a list of subscribers, provided such list is furnished, 
and the postage on the whole packet paid for one quarter in advance. 

SEC. 148. Postmasters and special agents will report all cases where 
papers or periodicals are sent without prepayment to other than regular 
subscribers. 

SEC. 149. No newspaper or magazine, not prepaid at the mailing office, 
can be delivered until the postage has been paid for at least one quarter, 
unless the party addressed shall pay on every such paper or magazine 
the rate required on transient matter. Not more than one year's postage 
can be collected in advance. 

SEC. 150. Letters mailed in the cars can be prepaid only by using 
postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, and, when not thus prepaid, it 
is the duty of postmasters to treat all such letters as unpaid, although 
marked "paid ;" no route-agent being permitted to receive prepayment 
in money. 

SEC. 151. Steamboats and sailing-vessels, railroads, express companies, 
stage and omnibus lines, are permitted to carry and deliver letters when 
covered by GOVERNMENT STAMPED ENVELOPES of t h e denominat ion 
sufficient for the postage collectable thereon: Provided, "That such 
envelope shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so that the letter 
cannot be taken therefrom without defacing the envelope; and the date 
of the letter, or of the transmission or receipt thereof, shall be written 
or stamped upon the envelope." 

SEC. 152. Only letters relating solely to the CARGO OR ARTICLES AT 
THE SAME TIME CONVEYED As FREIGHT by such s teamboat , sailing-
vessel, railroad, express company, stage or omnibus line traveling over a 
mail-route, may be lawfully carried not so inclosed. UNPAID LETTERS 
FOR DELIVERY, a n d t h o s e PREPAID BY POSTAGE-STAMPS, CANNOT b e 

carried outside the mails by any of these conveyances without subject-
12 p c 
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mg the captain, owner, driver, or other employ^ to a penalty of from 
$50 to $150. 

SEC. 153. Postmasters and special agents of this Department will see 
that the law is obeyed. 

SEC. 154. Postmasters, in rendering their quarterly returns, must fur­
nish a transcript of all newspaper postage and postage on transient 
matter collected for the quarter. Blanks for the purpose are furnished 
by the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency; and a failure 
to render such transcripts will be regarded as a neglect of official duty, 
and will subject the postmaster to an estimated charge for newspaper 
postage in the settlement by the Auditor of his quarterly account-cur­
rent. 



C H A P T E R I X . 

DEJLIVEBY ANI> RETURN OF LETTERS. 

SEC. 155. The persons entitled to letters received by mail are those 
whose names are in the address. 

SEC. 156. The delivery should be either to the person addressed, or 
according to his or her order. The order is in some cases implied, as 
where a person is in the habit of receiving his letters through his son, 
clerk, or servant, and of recognizing the delivery to him. Letters ad­
dressed to a firm may be delivered to any member of the firm, and, if 
addressed to several persons, may be handed to any one of them. 

SEC. 157. Letters and packages addressed to fictitious persons or firms, 
to initials, or to no particular person or firm, unless directed to be 
delivered at a designated place, or to the care of a certain person or 
firm, within the delivery of the office to which they are addressed, must 
be returned at the end of each month to the Dead-Letter Office. 

SEC. 158. If a letter appear to be of value, it will be safest to require 
a written order for its delivery to the person calling, if he be not the 
person addressed. 

SEC. 159. If there be two or more persons of the same name, and a 
letter intended for one is delivered to another, the postmaster will reseal 
the letter in the presence of the person who opened it, and request him 
to write upon it the words " Opened by me through mistake," and sign his 
name; he will then replace the letter in the office. 

SEC. 160. Postmasters cannot deliver letters which may be addressed 
to and deliverable from other offices, except in cases of letters addressed 
to a discontinued office nearest the office where such letters are held for 
delivery. 

SEC. 161. I t is not proper to deliver a letter from the Pension-Office 
to any one other than the person addressed, or to a member of his or 
her family, or to a legal guardian of the pensioner, and under no cir­
cumstances to deliver such letters to an attorney, claim-agent, or broker. 
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SEC. 162. A letter addressed to any officer of a public corporation 
should be delivered according to the official designation contained in 
the address, the right to receive such a letter being in the officer named 
rather than the individual. 

SEC. 163. In all ordinary cases, letters should be delivered in accord­
ance with the address, but in the case of minor children residing 
with their parents, and dependent upon them for maintenance and sup­
port, as their natural guardians, such parents are entitled to control the 
correspondence of the aforesaid minors. 

SEC. 164. Letters addressed to a party deceased can only be delivered 
to his legal representatives. 

SEC. 165. When a firm places its business in the hands of assignees, 
all letters addressed to the firm should be delivered to the assignees. 

SEC. 166. Letters addressed to a firm, bank, or company which has 
ceased to exist, must be delivered to the legal representatives. 

SEC. 167. When a firm or company dissolves partnership, and conten­
tion arises as to whom the mail-matter addressed to the former business 
firm or company, or its officials, shall be delivered, a postmaster, being 
forbidden by one party to deliver to another, should require the appoint­
ment of a receiver, retaining all mail-matter until said receiver is 
appointed. 

SEC. 168. In the case of a dissolved firm, where there is no indication 
of the existence of any arrangement for closing up the business by either 
or any of its members or other parties, the only safe course, in the 
absence of legal interference, is to deliver their mail to any member of 
such firm who may first ask for it after its receipt at the post-office. 

SEC. 169. The delivery of a letter to the person addressed, or to an 
authorized agent of the person to whom it is addressed, terminates the 
connection of the post-office with it. 

SEC. 170. To prevent fraud, the postmaster must not return any letter 
put into his office for transmission by mail, to any person except the 
writer thereof; and the utmost care must be taken to ascertain that the 
person applying for such letter is really the writer. 

SEC. 171. To enable him to know that the person applying for the 
return of a letter is the writer, he may require him, or his messenger, 
to exhibit to him the same superscription and seal that are upon the 
letter. And if the postmaster is satisfied that the handwriting and seal 
are the same, he will return the letter, taking a receipt, and preserving 
it with the paper containing the superscription, and the order, if one 
were sent. 

SEC. 172. After a letter has passed from the mailing office, the delivery 
of it cannot be prevented or delayed by the alleged writer. 

t ^ 



C H A P T E R X . 

SOJLDIERS' ANI> SAELORS' LETTERS. 

SEC. 173. Under the law authorizing the transmission of unpaid let­
ters of soldiers, sailors, and marines, letters written by commissioned 
officers in the military or naval service cannot be certified as soldiers' or 
naval letters. 

SEC. 174. Letters written by non-commissioned officers and privates 
in the military service, or in the naval service, (embracing the Marine 
Corps,) on which the postage is not prepaid, must be plainly marked on 
the outside, over the address, "soldier's letter" or "naval letter," (as 
the case may be,) and this certificate signed with his official designation 
by a field or staff officer of the regiment to which the soldier belongs, 
or by the officer in command of his detachment, or of the post, or by a 
surgeon or chaplain at a hospital. In the Navy or Marine Corps the 
certificate must be signed by the officer in command ®f the vessel, or by 
a chaplain or surgeon on board, or by the officer commanding a detach­
ment of marines on shore. 

SEC. 175. If any military or naval letters not thus duly certified shall 
be deposited at any post-office for mailing, they shall nevertheless be 
mailed, but rated up with postage, to be collected on delivery. 

SEC. 176. All domestic letters prepaid one full rate, and soldiers' and 
sailors' letters duly certified, must be forwarded to their destination, 
charged with the amounts of postage due, at prepaid rates only, to be 
collected on delivery. 

I I 
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SHIP AND STEAMBOAT LETTERS. 

SEC. 177. The terms ship letters and packets embrace the letters and 
packets brought into the United States from foreign countries, or carried 
from one port in the United States to another, in any private ship or 
vessel, before such letters have been mailed. 

SEC. 178. The masters of steamboats under contract with the Depart­
ment will deliver into the post-offices, (or to the local agent of the 
Department, if there be any,) at the places at which they arrive, all 
letters received by them, or by any person employed oh their boats, at 
any point along the route. 

SEC. 179. Masters or managers of all other steamboats are required 
by law, under a penalty of one hundred and fifty dollars, to deliver all 
letters brought by them, or within their care or power, addressed to or 
destined for the places at which they arrive, to the postmasters at such 
places, except letters relating to some part of the cargo, and left unsealed. 
All letters not addressed to persons to whom the cargo, or any part of 
it, is consigned, are therefore to be delivered into the post-office, to be 
charged with postage. 

SEC. 180. Every master of a vessel from a foreign port is bound, im­
mediately on his arrival at a port, and before he can report, make entry, or 
break bulk, under a penalty not to exceed one hundred and fifty dollars, 
to deliver into the post-office all letters brought in his vessel, directed 
to any person in the United States, or the Territories thereof, which 
are under his care or within his power, except. such letters as relate to 
the cargo or some part thereof. 

SEC. 181. The rates of postage are not to be increased on letters and 
packets carried in a private ship or vessel, from one port in the United 
States to another, though &part of the voyage be over a water declared 
to be a post-road. Thus, the Mississippi Eiver, from New Orleans to 
the mouth, is a post-road; yet letters carried by ship between New Orleans 
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and any other port in the United States are subject to the usual ship-
letter postage. But if the whole of the water between any two ports be 
a post-road by law, then inland postage will be charged. 

SEC. 182. It is the special duty of the postmaster at a port where 
vessels may enter to see that this law is strictly observed and enforced. 

SEC. 183. Every such postmaster will obtain from the master of the ship 
or vessel a certificate specifying the number of letters, with the name 
of the ship or vessel, and place from which she last sailed; and upon 
each letter which has not been before mailed, and which shall be de­
livered into his office for mailing, he shall pay to the said master or 
owner two cents, and take his receipt therefor. 

SEC. 184. If the letters be delivered into the post-office by a pas­
senger or sailor, and not in behalf of the master, nothing is to be paid 
for them: they are, nevertheless, to be charged with ship-letter postage, 
and the number entered in the account of ship-letters, with the name of 
the vessel in which they were brought. 

SEC. 185. Upon letters and packets received from the masters, clerks, 
or other employes of steamboats on waters declared post-roads, the 
persons addressed will be charged, on delivery, the same postage as if 
the letters and packets had been conveyed in the mail overland, 
although not conveyed under an arrangement with the Department. 

SEC. 186. Letters brought by steamboats should be marked u Steam­
boat" at the time of receiving them. 

SEC. 187. All letters placed on a mail steamboat, on which the mails 
are in charge of a route-agent, should go into the hands of such agent; 
and on these letters the master of the vessel is not entitled to receive 
any compensation. None but prepaid letters should be received on such 
steamboat, and these should be duly mailed. But should any chance 
to be unpaid, they should be deposited by the route-agent in the post-
office at or nearest the point at which they are received, where the 
postmaster will treat them in all respects as other unpaid letters. 

SEC. 188. Persons desirous to send their letters by steamboats can 
most readily accomplish their object by inclosing such letters in the 
stamped envelopes issued by the Department, inasmuch as letters 
so inclosed may be conveyed out of the mail without a violation of' 
law, and need not be delivered to the postmaster on the arrival of the 
vessel. 

SEC. 189. The account of steamboat letters received, stating the sums 
paid for them and the postage chargeable thereon, is to be kept in the 
account of ship and steamboat letters received. 

SEC. 190. No fees will be allowed to any vessel or to any person on 
board any vessel which carries the mail, nor to any mail-carrier on any 
mail-route by land or water. 

SEC. 191. Postmasters are authorized to pay, for each letter brought 
by vessel not regularly carrying the mail from a foreign port, and ad-

. dressed to any point within the United States, two cents; and for each 
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letter brought by similar vessel on inland waters, or coastwise between 
domestic ports, one cent; but to entitle the carrier to such payment, 
the letters must be promptly delivered to the post-office upon arrival. 

SEC. 192. At the post-office where deposited they will be charged 
with double rates of postage, to be collected at the office of delivery; 
that is to say, six cents for the single weight if mailed, and four cents 
the single weight if delivered at the office; but if such letter has been 
prepaid by United States stamps at such double rate of postage, no 
additional charge will be made. If only partly prepaid by stamps, the 
unpaid balance will be charged and collected on delivery. 

SEC. 193. If such letter is addressed to any point in a foreign country, 
no fee will be allowed thereon by the postmaster to the carrier. Such 
letters should all be marked "Ship." 
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LETTER-BOXES IN POST-OFFICES. 

SEC. 194. The Post-Office Department neither owns, erects, nor re­
pairs letter-boxes in post-offices, except where the building is owned by 
the United States. 

SEC. 195. The salaries of postmasters are established upon the basis 
of ALL THE REVENUES of their offices during the last six months of the 
calendar year preceding the biennial adjustment of salaries. Box-rents 
are included in these revenues. Every postmaster receives in the form 
of salary as much compensation as he formerly received from commis­
sions and box-rents. 

SEC. 196. Any postmaster may put up boxes in his office. These 
boxes are his private property, but the revenues thereof must be paid 
over to the Department. 

SEC. 197. Where the justice of the case demands, the Postmaster-
General has authority to re-adjust salaries oftener than once in 'two 
years; and under this provision of law all inaccuracies and inadequate 
or excessive allowances of salary can be readily corrected; so that 
where there is an extraordinary increase or decrease of box-rents within 
the two years, the salary may be re-adjusted so as to meet the require­
ments contemplated by the law. 

SEC. 198. Each post-office box or drawer, in all post-offices, is restricted 
to the use of one family, firm, or company, and the rent therefor must 
be paid at least one quarter in advance. 

SEC. 199. Each postmaster must keep a list of all box-holders, with 
the number of the box assigned to each, and the time during which he 
has used it. This list will be examined by special agents, and be deliv­
ered to his successor in office. The postmaster must state in his quar­
terly returns the amount of box-rents collected in or on account of each 
quarter. 

1HI 
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SEC. 200. The salaries of postmasters are based upon a sworn state­
ment of the operations of their offices for six months, furnished to the 
First Assistant Postmaster-General; and in adjusting the salary of each 
office, the whole amount of box-rent reported in this sworn statement is 
allowed the postmaster, as part of his salary. When, therefore, the 
postmaster fails to make any report, or reports a less amount than that 
included in his salary, he is charged in the adjustment of his quarterly 
return, by the Auditor, with the full amount of box-rents included in 
his quarterly salary. 

SEC. 201. A person renting a post-office box is entitled to have the 
letters of his family, firm, or company put into i t Letters addressed 
to his friends stopping temporarily with him may also be placed in the 
box, if directed to his care or to the number of the box. But letters ad­
dressed to other persons residing in the same place, and living and 
doing business separate and apart from a box-holder, should not be 
placed in the box. 

SEC. 202. When an individual holds a receipt from the late postmas­
ter for box-rent paid, it is the duty of the present postmaster to furnish 
a box for the time specified in the receipt. 

SEC. 203. Postmasters may rent the boxes and drawers in their offices 
quarterly or yearly, in advance, as the patron may elect; but the box-
rent should be reported quarterly only. 

SEC. 204. When a postmaster retires from office he must leave in 
the hands of his successor a record of receipts given for payment of 
box-rents. In the absence of this record, the postmaster will require 
the parties claiming to have paid their box-rents to show their receipts, 
or produce other satisfactory evidence of such payment. 

SEC. 205. Box-rents must be collected and accounted for as a part of 
the revenues of the Department, and no box shall be assigned to the 
use of any person until the rent thereof has been paid for one quarter. 

SEC. 206. So long as persons who own boxes in post-offices permit 
them to remain, it is the duty of the postmaster to collect rent for those 
that are used. 
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L E T T E R - C A R R I E R SYSTEM, AND BRANCH OFFICES. 

SEC. 207. Application for the establishment of the carrier system, or 
for additional carriers, must be made to the First Assistant Postmaster-
General, with the reasons therefor. 

SEC. 208. Letter-carriers are appointed by the Postmaster-General, on 
the nomination and recommendation of the local postmaster. 

SEC. 209. Persons nominated for appointment as letter-carriers must 
be over twenty-one years of age and under forty-five. They must be 
intelligent, temperate, and physically fitted for the service, and must be 
able to read and write and understand the fundamental rules of arith­
metic. 

SEC. 210. Applications for the appointment of carriers must state the 
name in full, (plainly written,) age, previous occupation, proposed time 
of commencing service, and the qualifications required in the preceding 
section. 

SEC. 211. The salaries of letter-carriers are fixed by the Postmaster-
General at the time of their appointment. Increased pay is granted to 
carriers, from time to time, when the appropriation will justify it, on 
application of the postmaster to the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen­
eral, setting forth the diligence, fidelity, and experience of the carrier 
in whose behalf the application is made. 

SEC. 212. Blank oaths and bonds sent with the letter of appointment 
of carriers must be promptly and correctly executed, and returned to the 
First Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 213. Substitute letter-carriers are appointed when postmasters 
so advise, at a nominal salary of one dollar a year, and receive the pro 
rata pay of the carrier whose route they may be called upon to serve, with­
out regard to the cause of the absence of the regular carrier or his 
salary. Substitutes appointed by the Department are paid out of the 
salary of the absent carrier. 
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SEC. 214. Street letter-boxes, and locks and keys for the same, blank 
books, blank forms, and carriers' satchels, will be furnished on applica­
tion to the First Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 215. The Postmaster-General, under Section 94 of the law, pre­
scribes the following uniform dress, to be invariably worn while on duty, 
viz: 

FOR WINTER WEAR. 

First. A single-breasted sack-coat of " cadet gray," or, technically, 
u blue mixed cadet cloth," terminating two-thirds the distance from the 
top of the hip-bone to the knee, with a pocket at each side, and one on 
left breast—all outside—with flaps two and three-fourths to three inches 
wide, with length to suit, say six and a half to seven inches; coat to be 
bound entirely around with good plain black alpaca binding one inch 
wide, to be put half over edges, with five brass buttons, with the design of 
the seal of this Department, (post-rider, with mail-bag across the saddle, 
with the letters P. O. D. beneath,) down the front, to button up to the 
neck, and one-half inch black braid round the sleeves two and a half 
inches from the bottom. 

Second. Pants of same material and color, with fine black broadcloth 
stripe one inch wide down the outside seam. 

Third. A single-breasted vest of the same material and color, with 
seven oval brass buttons, (vest size,) with the letters P. O. upon the 
face. 

Fourth. Cap of the same material and color, navy pattern, bound 
round with a fine black-cloth band one and one-half inches wide, with 
small size buttons at the sides, of the same material and design as those 
on the vest, and glazed cover for wet weather. 

Fifth. A reversible cape, (detached from the coat,) reaching to the 
cuff of the coat-sleeve when the arm is extended, of the same material 
and color on one side, and gutta-percha cloth on the other side, with 
five buttons, the same as on the coat, down the front, and bound entirely 
round with plain black alpaca binding one inch wide, put half over 
edges; or an overcoat of the same material and color, trimmed to cor­
respond with the coat, with five brass buttons, of the same size and de­
sign as the coat button, down the front. I t shall not be obligatory on 
the carriers to wear either, but whenever additional covering is needed, 
the postmaster of each city will decide, in accordance with the wishes 
of a majority of the carriers, which they shall wear, as both must not 
be worn in the same city. 

FOR SUMMER WEAR. 

First. Coat, single-breasted skeleton sack, of gray flannel, terminat­
ing two-thirds the distance from the top of the hip-bone to the knee ; 
with lapels (medium roll) made to button over the breast; three pockets, 
outside, without flaps, one on each side, and one on left breast. Coat 
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to be bound entirely round with plain black alpaca binding one inch 
wide, put half over edges, and three buttons of present regulation style 
down front. 

Second. Pants, same material and color, with stripe of black alpaca 
binding one inch wide down the outside seam. 

Third. Vest, same material and color, bound same as coat, with collar 
cut to roll same height as coat, and five regulation buttons down front. 

Fourth. Panama hat. 
SEC. 216. Letter-carriers must procure the uniforms at their own ex­

pense, but the postmaster is expected to give his personal attention to 
the matter, and afford the " trade" an opportunity to furnish them at 
the least expense to the carriers, consistent with a proper execution of 
the requirements of the above section. 

SEC. 217. Cities must be so districted as to secure the full, equal, and 
most advantageous employment of the carriers, and the earliest practi­
cable delivery and collection of the mails. 

SEC. 218. Vacancies occurring by death, illness, or other unavoidable 
causes, may be filled temporarily by postmasters, when the exigencies 
of the service demand i t ; but a full statement of the facts must be im­
mediately forwarded to the First Assistant Postmaster-General. Car­
riers must, however, in every instance, take the oath of office before 
entering on duty. 

SEC. 219. Additional letter-carriers must not be employed until post­
masters are notified of their appointment, and they have qualified by 
executing the oath and bond required by law. 

SEC. 220. Carriers must be employed in the delivery and collection of 
mail-matter, or, during the intervals between the delivery and collection 
trips, in such maimer as the postmaster may direct. 

SEC. 221. Postmasters may grant leave of absence to carriers with 
pay in cases of illness, disability received in the service, or other urgent 
necessity, to continue only during the urgency of the case, provided it 
shall in no instance exceed fourteen days. For a longer time, applica­
tion, setting forth all the circumstances, must be made to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 222. A carrier absenting himself without leave will forfeit his 
pay during the time of such absence, and will be reprimanded by the 
postmaster, or reported to the First Assistant Postmaster-General for 
removal, as the circumstances may require. 

SEC. 223. Carriers must invariably appear on duty in their uniforms, 
and must wear their satchels while on their rounds. They must be 
civil, prompt, and faithful in the discharge of their duties. 

SEC. 224. The mails must be assorted and the carriers started on 
their first daily trip as early as practicable. 

SEC. 225. Mail-matter directed to box-numbers must be delivered 
through the boxes. Mail-matter directed to street and number must 
be delivered by carriers, unless otherwise directed. Mail-matter di­
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rected neither to a box-holder nor to a street and number, must be deliv­
ered by carrier if its address is known or can be ascertained; otherwise, 
at the general delivery. 

SEC, 226. Carriers are required, while on their rounds, to receive all 
letters prepaid by postage-stamps that may be handed to them for mail­
ing, but are strictly forbidden to delay their deliveries by waiting for 
such letters. 

SEC. 227. Postage due in excess of the single rate, or on foreign let­
ters, must be plainly stamped on the face of the letter in such manner as 
not to mar the address, and must be collected by the carrier on delivery; 
but carriers are forbidden to charge any fee for the delivery or collec­
tion of mail-matter, or to deliver such matter with uncanceled stamps 
attached. 

SEC. 228. Carriers are forbidden to deliver any mailable matter which 
has not passed through the office or station with which they are con­
nected, or to exhibit any mail-matter intrusted to them (except on the 
order of the postmaster or some one authorized to act for him) to per­
sons other than those addressed, or to deviate from their respective 
routes, or to carry letters in their pockets, or to engage in any business 
not connected with this service. 

SEC. 229. Every letter that cannot be delivered shall be returned to 
the office or station by the carrier, who shall write upon it the reason 
for its non-delivery, the initials of his name, and the number of his 
district. 

SEC. 230. The windows in connection with the carriers' department 
must be opened for the delivery of mail-matter during office-hours on 
Sundays, holidays, and in the evening after the last street delivery. 

SEC. 231. Letters addressed to persons, firms, or companies not being 
box-holders, whose residences or places of business in the city are 
known to the carriers, or can be ascertained from the city directory, or 
by other practicable means, must be delivered accordingly. 

SEC. 232. The delivery and collection of mail-matter must be tested 
at frequent and irregular intervals, and carriers must be held to a strict 
accountability for any omission or neglect in these particulars. 

SEC. 233. The number of daily delivery and collection trips by car­
riers must not be reduced without the authorization of the Depart­
ment. 

SEC. 234. Letters must be frequently and promptly delivered by the 
carriers, so that citizens may have no inducement to call at the office. 
Citizens supplied by carriers should be induced to provide letter-boxes 
at their houses and places of business. 

SEC. 235. Postmasters must not require nor permit carriers to sell 
postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, except in limited quantities; but 
under no circumstances must they delay their deliveries or collections 
to make change. 

SEC. 236. Application for the establishment of branch offices or postal 
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stations must be made tc the First Assistant Postmaster-General, set­
ting forth in full the necessity and expense thereof. 

SEC. 237. Persons calling at the stations for their mails must be re­
quested to leave their address, and informed that their letters will be 
promptly sent to them by carrier, free of charge. But as instances may 
occur in which this rule might work great inconvenience, the superin­
tendent, or, in his absence, the officer in charge, may in such cases deliver 
letters to the party calling. 

SEC. 238. The mails from the office to the stations, and return, must 
be conveyed with the greatest practicable dispatch, and by the most 
expeditious routes. 

SEC. 239. The advertised list of letters must designate those remaining 
at the office, and those remaining at each station. Such letters must be 
delivered when called for, and the party informed that, if they will leave 
their address, their letters will in future be promptly sent to them by 
carrier, free of charge. 

SEC. 240. Letter-boxes must be kept in repair, and in a neat condition, 
and firmly fastened to the post. A list must be kept in the office of 
their number and locations. 

SEC. 241. After the last daily delivery, the carriers must return their 
satchels, keys, and all the mail-matter they cannot deliver to the offioe 
or station with which they are connected. 

SEC. 242. The stations must be frequently visited by the postmaster, 
or by some one designated by him, who shall see that these regulations 
are enforced, and that proper order and discipline are maintained. 

SEC. 243. Carriers must be held to the strictest accountability for the 
keys to the letter-boxes intrusted to them, the loss of which will be re­
garded as a grave offense, and render them liable to removal. 

SEC. 244. Carriers are forbidden, under any circumstances, to return 
to any person whatever letters deposited in the street letter-boxes. 

SEC. 245. Blank books furnished for this branch of the service must 
be correctly and neatly kept according to their design, and be at all 
times subject to examination by the special agents of this Department. 

SEC. 246. Postmasters will see that the superintendents of carriers' 
stations, and the carriers and clerks connected with this service, are 
informed of the highly responsible character of the duties required of 
them. 

SEC. 247. They will issue, from time to time, such orders and instruc­
tions as may be found necessary to carry out these regulations and to 
maintain proper order. The carrier disobeying such orders will be 
reprimanded by the postmaster, or reported for removal to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General, as the case may require. 

SEC. 248. Postmasters will hand to the letter-carriers, for delivery, 
all registered letters, (excepting those addressed to box-holders,) requir­
ing them first to sign their names in the last column of the sheet of 
M receipts for registered letters delivered." The carriers will, on the 
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delivery of every such letter, require the person receiving it to sign the 
"return registered-letter receipt," and also a receipt for the same in a 
book furnished for that purpose. Carriers must exercise the utmost 
caution in the delivery of these letters to the party addressed, or to 
some responsible person whom they know to be authorized to receive 
them. 

SEC. 249. Postmasters must forward a report of the operations of the 
carrier system, as required by Section 101 of the law, as early after the 
close of each month as practicable, to the First Assistant Postmaster-
General. The blanks furnished for this purpose must be used. 

SEC. 250. Postmasters will report quarterly to the Auditor of the De­
partment, and monthly to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, on 
blanks furnished by the Department, the several items of expense 
enumerated in Section 101 of the law. The pay-roll of letter-carriers, 
and the account of incidental expenses of the system, must be promptly 
transmitted to the Auditor at the close of each quarter, accompanied by 
a voucher for each bill paid, together with an affidavit that the expendi­
tures were necessary, and the prices paid reasonable. The carriers' 
pay-roll must state the names of the substitute carriers, (other than 
thdse appointed by the Department,) or carriers employed temporarily, 
for whom and how long they served, the necessity for their employment, 
and the amount paid them, with a voucher for each payment. 

SEC. 251. Postmasters will arrange with the police authorities of their 
several cities for the arrest of all persons in citizens' dress found tam­
pering with or collecting from the street letter-boxes; also, of all persons 
wearing the carriers' uniform, (including the carriers,) found tampering 
with or collecting from the boxes at other than the usual and regular 
collection rounds, of which they must be kept informed. 

SEC. 252. Carriers will report to the postmaster the commission of any 
of the offenses provided against in Section 96 of the law which may come 
to their knowledge, who, if he deems it of sufficient importance, will 
confer with the United States attorney and take such steps as he may 
advise. 

SEC. 253. All letters relating to this branch of the service must be 
addressed to the First Assistant Postmaster-General. 
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C H A P T E R X I V . 

POST-ROADS, MAIL-CONTRACTS, AND BIDS. 

SEC. 254. Post-roads are— 
1. Those roads of the country which are declared post-roads by various 

acts of Congress. 
2. The navigable canals of the several States for the time during which 

the mail may be carried thereon. 
3. All railroads in the United States. 
4. Those roads on which the Postmaster-General causes the mail to 

be carried from the nearest post-offices on legally declared post-roads to 
court-houses not otherwise provided with the mail. 

5. All roads to special offices. 
6. Such as are established by the Postmaster-General as post-routes, 

under Section 205 of the postal law. 
SEC. 255. The United States is divided into four contract sections. A 

letting for one of these sections occurs every year, and contracts are made 
at such lettings for four consecutive years, commencing on the first day 
of July. The sections and their current contract terms are— 

1. Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Ehode Island, 
Connecticut, and New York; current term to end June 30, 1877. 

2. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, District of Col­
umbia, and Ohio; current term to end June 30, 1876. 

3. Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas; current 
term to end June 30, 1875. 

4. Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, California,. Minnesota, Oregon, New Mexico, Utah, Wash­
ington, Nebraska, Kansas, Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Dakota, 
and Wyoming; current term to end June 30, 1874. 

SEC. 256. Each contractor is required to execute, with his sureties, 
contracts in duplicate, both to be returned to the Second Assistant 
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Postmaster General. A copy will be furnished to the contractor if 
requested. 

SEC. 257. The carriers on special routes, namely, those on which the 
mail-pay is limited to two-thirds of the amount of the salary of the post­
masters at the offices supplied, are not required to execute a contract. 
Quarterly settlements are made with them by the postmasters they sup­
ply. Post-offices of this class are not entitled to a supply by a public 
route also. 

SEC. 258. During the continuance of a contract* for supplying an 
office, the postmaster can only pay according to instructions, or in con­
formity with* the contract; and he must forward to the Auditor the 
receipt of the contractor for each payment immediately upon the close 
of the quarter. 

SEC. 259. When any contractor fails to commence the service stipu­
lated in his contract, or abandons the same, it is the duty of the post­
master at the head of the route to employ temporary service, at the 
lowest rate possible, and report the facts to the Second Assistant Post­
master-General immediately. 

SEC. 260. After the expiration of a contract, and until the Postmaster-
General has decided upon a new contract, or upon the expediency of 
discontinuing the office, postmasters cannot make any payment unless 
expressly authorized to do so by the Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 261. Contractors are required, in ail cases, to carry the entire 
mail, and are not permitted to leave bags of newspapers and pamphlets 
on their routes. They must give due attention to the preservation of 
mail-bags, and must not allow them to be dragged about or otherwise 
injured. 

SEC. 262. No contract for the transportation of the mail will be made 
with any person who shall have entered into any combination, or pro­
posed to enter into any combination, to prevent the making of any bid 
for a mail-contract by any other person or persons, or who shall have 
made any agreement, or shall have given or performed, or promised to 
give or perform, any consideration to do or not to do anything what­
ever in order to induce any other person or persons not to bid for a mail-
contract. 

SEC. 263. The Postmaster-General may order an increase or extension 
of service on a route, by allowing therefor a pro rata increase on the con­
tract pay. He may change schedules of departures and arrivals in all 
cases, and particularly to make them conform to connections with rail­
roads, without increase of pay, provided the running time be not abridged. 
He.may also order an increase of speed, allowing*, within the restrictions 
of the law, &pro rata.increase of pay for the additional stock or carriers, 
if any. The contractor may, however, in the case of increase of speed, 
relinquish the contract, by giving prompt notice to the Department that 
he prefers doing so to carrying the order into effect. The Postmaster-
General may also discontinue or curtail the service, in whole or in part, in 
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order to place on the route a greater degree of service, or whenever the 
public interests, in his judgment, shall require such discontinuance or 
curtailment for any other cause; he allowing as a full indemnity to the 
contractor one month's extra pay on the amount of service dispensed with, 
and a pro rata compensation for the amount of service retained and 
continued. 

SEC. 264. Payments will be "made by collections from or drafts on 
postmasters, or otherwise, after the expiration of each quarter—say in 
May, August, November, and February. 

SEC. 265. The distances stated in the advertisements for #mail propo­
sals are given according to the best information; but no increased pay 
will be allowed should they be greater than advertised, if the points to 
be supplied are correctly stated. Bidders must inform themselves on 
this point, and also in reference to the weight of the mail, the condition 
of roads, hills, streams, &c, and all toll-bridges, ferries, or obstructions 
of any kind by which expense may be incurred. No claim for additional 
pay, based on such grounds, can be considered; nor for alleged mistakes 
or misapprehension as to the degree of service; nor for bridges destroyed, 
ferries discontinued, or other obstructions increasing distance, occurring 
during the contract term. Offices established during a contract term 
are to be visited without extra pay, if the distance be not increased, 
and at pro rata pay for any increase of distance. . 

SEC. 266. Bids received after the time named in an advertisement will 
not be considered in competition with a bid of reasonable amount re­
ceived in time. Neither can bids be considered which are without the 
guarantee required by law, and a certificate of the sufficiency of such 
guarantee. 

SEC. 267. Bidders should first propose for service strictly according to 
the advertisement, and then, if they desire, separately for different ser­
vice; and if the regular bid be the lowest offered for the advertised ser­
vice, the other propositions may be considered. 

SEC. 268. There should be but one route bid for in a proposal. Con­
solidated or combination bids (uproposing one sum for two or more 
routes") are forbidden by law, and cannot be considered. 

SEC. 269. The route, the service, the yearly pay, the name and resi­
dence of the bidder, (that is, his usual post-office address,) and those of 
each member of a firm * where a company offers, should be distinctly 
stated. 

SEC. 270. Bidders are requested to use, as far as practicable, the 
printed proposals furnished by the Department, to write out in full the 
sum of their bids, and to retain copies of them. 

SEC. 271. Altered bids should not be submitted; nor should bids once 
submitted be withdrawn. No.withdrawal of a bidder or guarantor will 
be allowed unless the withdrawal is received twenty-four hours previous 
to the time fixed for the opening of proposals. 

SEC. 272. Each bid must be guaranteed by two responsible persons, 
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whose sufficiency must be certified by a postmaster, and must also 
have affixed to it the oath of the bidder that the bid is made in good 
faith, and that he has the ability to fulfill his obligation. The bid and 
guarantee should be signed plainly with the full name of each person. 

SEC. 273. The Department reserves the right to reject any bid which 
may be deemed extravagant, and also to disregard the bids of failing 
contractors and bidders. 

SEC. 274. Transfers of contracts, or of interest in contracts, are for­
bidden by law, and consequently cannot be allowed. Bidders will there­
fore take notice that they will be expected to perform the service ac­
cepted through the whole term of the contract. 

SEC. 275. The law provides that contracts for the transportation of 
the mail shall be awarded to the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guar­
antees for faithful performance, without other reference to the mode of 
such transportation than may be necessary to provide for the due 
celerity, certainty, and security thereof. Under the law, bids that pro­
pose to transport the mails with " celerity, certainty, and security," hav-
ing been decided to be the only legal bids, are construed as providing for the 
entire mail, however large, and whatever may be the mode of conveyance 
necessary to insure its u celerity, certainty, and security," and have the pref­
erence over all others, and no others are considered. 

SEC. 276. A modification of a bid in any of its essential terms is 
tantamount to a new bid, and cannot be received, so as to interfere with 
regular competition, after the last hour set for receiving bids. Making 
a new bid, with guarantee and certificate, is the only way to modify a 
previous bid. 

SEC. 277. Postmasters are to be careful not to certify the sufficiency 
of guarantors or sureties without knowing that they are persons of 
sufficient responsibility: a disregard of this instruction by postmasters is a 
violation of their oath of office, subjecting them to immediate removal. All 
bidders, guarantors, and sureties are distinctly notified that, on a failure 
to enter into or perform the contracts for the service proposed for in the 
accepted bids, their legal liabilities will be enforced against them. 



C H A P T E R X V . 

SCHEDULE CHANGES. 

SEC. 278. An application for schedule change cannot be granted— 
1. Without the assent of the postmasters at the ends of the route, 

except in case of manifest necessity. 
2. Unless agreed to by the contractor, except in cases where the pro­

priety of the change is clearly shown. 
3. If more running-time is asked than is given in the contract sched­

ules. 
4. If it breaks connection with any other route. 
5. If it puts the mail oh a wrong day for the newspapers circulated 

over the route. 
6. If it prevents or lessens any other special accommodation to the 

public. 
7. If it fails to show a good reason for the change. 



C H A P T E R X V I . 

FAILURES OF MAILS.—FINES AND DEDUCTIONS. 

SEC. 279. Failures of mails to arrive at the ends of routes.and other 
points within contract time cannot but be known in all cases to con­
tractors or their agents. No notice, therefore, is necessary to be given 
to contractors of failures to arrive at any post-office in contract time, 
as reported by postmasters to the Department; but when the failure is 
caused by the neglect of a carrier employed by the contractor, the post­
master will notify the contractor of the failure, and require him to take 
measures to prevent its recurrence. 

SEC. 280. Should a mail at any time fail to arrive at the end of a route, 
or at any intermediate post office, where the time of arrival is fixed, 
within the time specified in the contract or schedule, it will be expected 
of every contractor immediately, by himself or agent, to send his ex­
cuse to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, inspection division, 
setting forth, particularly, the cause of the failure; and if, after waiting 
a reasonable time, no specific and satisfactory excuse be received, the 
case will be reported to the Postmaster-General for fine. 

SEC. 281. A specific excuse is required for each delinquency of a con­
tractor, and general allegations will not be admitted. If bad roads be 
alleged, a specific report must be made of what portion of the road was 
so bad as to obstruct the mails, and what was its peculiar condition ; if 
high waters, it must be shown what water-courses were impassable; 
and so of all other excuses. If part of the trip only was performed, 
the report must show what part, and give the distance traveled. 

SEC. 282. In all cases there will be a forfeiture of the pay of the trip 
when the trip is not run:—of not more than three times the pay of the 
trip when the trip is not run and no sufficient excuse for the failure is 
furnished, and a forfeiture of at least one-fourth part of it when the 
running or arrival is so far behind time as to lose the connection with 
a depending mail. These forfeitures may be increased into penalties of 

• H H 
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higher amount, according to the nature or frequency of the failures and 
the importance of the mail. 

SEC. 283. Whenever it shall be satisfactorily shown that the contract­
ors, their carriers or agents, have, for the accommodation of passengers, 
left or put aside the mail, or any portion of it, or have failed to deliver 
a mail at a post-office immediately upon arrival, they shall forfeit not 
exceeding a quarter's pay. 

SEC. 284. Fines will be imposed, unless the delinquency be satisfac­
torily explained in due time, for each of the following causes : Failing 
to take from or deliver ait a post-office the mail or any part of i t ; for 
suffering it to be wet, injured, lost, or destroyed ; for conveying it in a 
place or manner that exposes it to depredation, loss, or injury; for re­
fusing, after demand, to convey a mail by any coach, railroad, car, or 
steamboat, which the contractor regularly runs, or is concerned in run­
ning, on the route, beyond the specified number of trips in the contract; 
for not arriving at the time fixed by the schedule ; and for setting up or 
running an express to transmit commercial intelligence in advance of 
the mail, a penalty will be exacted equal to a quarter's pay. 

i 



C H A P T E R X V I I . 

MAKING UP T H E MAILS. 

SEC. 285. Letters received to be sent by mail should be carefully 
marked with the name of the post-office at which they are received, and 
the abbreviated name of the State or Territory, the day of the month 
on which they are forwarded in the mail, and the stamp or stamps thereon 
canceled. The name and date may be either written or stamped. 

SEC. 286. Letters must bear the postmark and the date on which the 
mail, containing them is actually sent off, although they may have been 
made up on a previous day. 

• SEC. 287. Post-bills are used only for unpaid and registered letters. No 
entry need be made in the right-hand column of the post-bill if the let­
ters received correspond with the statement of the mailing postmaster. 
Unpaid letters sent to a distributing office for distribution should not be 
post-billed. A post-bill is required only when mailing direct for delivery. 

SEC. 288. Postmasters will carefully assort the letters deposited in 
their offices for mailing, and will mail them as follows, to wit: Every post­
master whose office is situated on a route upon which postal-car service 
is established will mail direct to the cars; but upon all other routes 
the postmaster will mail direct to the place addressed, first, all letters 
for his own State or Territory; second, all letters for post-offices in other 
States and Territories which would not pass a distributing office on 
their proper route to the office of delivery. 

SEC. 289. Letters not required by the foregoing provisions to be 
mailed direct must be mailed to the distributing office through which 
they will last pass on the proper route to the place of their destination, 
unless the mailing office be a distributing office. 

SEC. 290. All letters received at a distributing office for distribution, 
or deposited therein for mailing, and which are addressed to any other 
distributing office, or to places within the State or Territory where such 
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distributing office is situated, or which would not pass through a distrib­
uting office on the proper route to the office of delivery, shall be mailed 
direct; but if the letters should properly pass through one or more dis­
tributing offices, they shall be mailed to the last distributing office 
through which they are to pass on their route to the office of delivery. 

SEC. 291. Each package of letters mailed direct must be securely 
tied with twine, with a letter bearing the name of the office, plainly 
written, faced out on both sides. 

SEC. 292. Packages containing letters sent to a distributing office must 
be plainly directed on the outside, with the addition of the letters u D. 
P. O." after the name of the office. 

SEC. 293. Every postmaster, special agent, or other officer of the De­
partment, will report to the Postmaster-General each case which may 
come to his knowledge in which any postmaster shall have so mailed 
letters as to subject them to more distributions than are authorized by 
the foregoing instructions. 

SEC. 294* The post-bill being completed, its contents are to be entered 
in the account of mails sent, stating the name of the office and State to 
which the mail is sent. Letters for distribution and letters for delivery 
should be made up in separate packets. 

SEC. 295. The mails for all the offices to which there are any letters 
addressed being in this manner complete, they are to be put into the 
bag or bags destined to receive them, which must be locked and de­
livered to the carrier. 

SEC. 296. Only such letters as there is good reason to believe were 
written after the usual hour for closing the mail at the local post-office, 
and such as could not, with due diligence, nave been placed in the office 
in due time to be dispatched in the outgoing mail, may be received by the 
agent and mailed in the cars, excepting railway post-offices, which are 
required to receive letters up to the last moment prior to the moving of 
the train. 



C H A P T E R X V I I I 

RECEIVING AND DISPATCHING MAILS. 

SEC. 297. A postmaster will always be in readiness, in person or by 
his assistants, to receive the mail when it arrives, and dispatch it with 
all possible expedition. 

SEC. 298. If no special order upon the subject has been made in re­
gard to his office, he is allowed seven minutes only to change the mail. 

SEC. 299. Way-offices on railroads will be supplied by the exchanging 
of pouches as the cars pass, without waiting for time to change the 
mail, and postmasters at such offices must have the mails ready when 
the cars arrive. 

SEC. 300. If the mail be carried in a stage,-coach, or sulky, it will be 
the duty of the driver to deliver it as near the door of the post-office as 
he can come with his vehicle, but not to leave his horses; and he should 
not be permitted to throw the mail on the ground. 

SEC. 301. The postmaster will never detain a mail beyond the time 
fixed for its departure, except in pursuance of special instructions re­
ceived from the Department. 

SEC. 302. When the mail is to remain but a few minutes at his office, 
his mail must be made up and ready to be put into the mail-bag be­
fore the time when it usually arrives. 

SEC. 303. He will stop all packets which he finds going in the wrong 
and put them in the right direction. 

SEC. 304. In case of a failure of the mail, he will forward all the 
packets by the next trip. 

SEC. 305. It is inadmissible to send letters in a canvas bag without a 
lock, unless they are inclosed in a locked bag. 

SEC. 306. He will never deliver the mail-bag to the carrier without 
being certain that it is locked. 

SEC. 307. Letters should, in all cases, be sent by the most expeditious 
routes, unless otherwise ordered by the persons sending the same. 
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SEC. 308. Postmasters will not wrap packages of letters in paper, but 
only securely tie them with twine, except as mentioned in Section 292. 
When post-offices are supplied in whole or in part by railway post-offices, 
the postmasters will be governed by special instructions from the super­
intendent of the railway mail-service. 



C H A P T E R X I X . 

OPENING AND CLOSING MAILS. 

SEC. 309. Seven minutes are allowed for opening and closing the 
mails at all offices where no particular time is specified; but on railroad 
and steamboat routes there is to be no more delay than is necessary to 
deliver and receive the mails. 

SEC. 310. Upon the arrival of the mail at any post-office, the packets 
addressed to that office, and none other, should be opened. 

SEC. 311. Every postmaster will then look over the letters thus re­
ceived, to see if the postages be properly paid on them, and correct the 
rates on the letters, where he finds mistakes, noting the amount corrected 
on his account of mails received, as undercharged or overcharged. 

SEC. 312. If a postmaster finds any letters that are not for his delivery, 
and are missent to his office, he will put them in the proper place to be 
forwarded, and writing on the letters the words " Missent and forwarded," 
with the date. They should be forwarded by the first mail. 

SEC. 313. A postmaster will not suffer any package to be opened which 
is not addressed to his office, nor any addressed to his office to be opened 
by persons not duly authorized; and in no case may a postmaster open 
a letter arriving at his office not addressed to himself. 

SEC. 314. Upon making up the mail, it is the duty of every postmaster, 
when he finds a letter bearing what purports to be a frank, to treat the 
same as other unpaid letters. 

SEC. 315. Every postmaster will enter the amount of unpaid letters 
as it is charged in the bill, whether the charge be correct or erroneous. 
If erroneous, it falls either under the denomination of undercharged or 
overcharged, and by an entry of the sum undercharged or overcharged 
in the proper column, that error is balanced. 

SEC. 316. When a postmaster opens the mail-bag, he should be careful 
to leave no packets of letters or newspapers addressed to his office in 

\j u 
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it; and if his office be at a connecting point of the mails, from which 
other mails branch, he will carefully examine the packets in the bag, 
take out all such as are addressed to offices supplied by the branch 
mails, and give them their proper direction by the earliest conveyance. 
When this is neglected, it is expected that the first postmaster who 
discovers the neglect will return the missent packets, and promptly 
report the fact to the Department. 

SEC. 317. The great mails are to be closed at all distributing offices 
not more than one hour before the time fixed for their departure; and 
all other mails at those offices, and all mails at all other offices, not 
more than half an hour before that time, unless the departure is between 
9 o'clock p. m. and 5 a. m., in which case the mail is to be closed at 
9 p. m. 



C H A P T E R X X 

ATTENTION TO THE MANNER OF CARRYING THE MAIL. 

SEC. 318. Every postmaster will consider himself the agent of the 
Department in regard to its affairs in his immediate vicinity, so far as 
to observe carefully and report promptly everything tending to affect 
its interests, efficiency, and utility, and especially to keep a vigilant 
eye upon the manner in which the mails are carried to and from his 
office. 

SEC. 319. Every instance in which the mail is brought to a post-office 
by a person under the age of sixteen years, or by a person who has not 
been duly sworn, must be reported to the Second Assistant Postmaster-
General. 

SEC. 320. If a mail-carrier, having the mail in charge, become intox­
icated, the postmaster will instantly dismiss him, employ another at 
the expense of the contractor, and report the facts to the Second 
Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 321. The postmaster will promptly report, all irregularities of 
mail-carriers, from whatever cause. 

SEC. 322. If the mail arrive without a lock, he wrill ascertain where 
the fault is, and report it to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 323. He will also carefully observe how mails are carried by any 
steamers landing near his office, and will report every case in which he 
finds them exposed on deck, or not secured in some proper place under 
lock and key; and in all cases he will see that the mails, by whatever 
mode of conveyance they are sent from or received at his office, are 
properly protected from the weather. 

SEC. 324. When the mail stops over night where there is a post-office, 
it must be kept in the office. 



C H A P T E R X X I . 

R E P O R T S OF ARRIVALS AND D E P A R T U R E S OF MAILS. 

SEC. 325. The postmasters at the termini of each mail-route are fur­
nished with blank registers from the office of the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General, inspection division. Applications for such blanks 
must be made accordingly, and not to other bureaus. 

SEC. 326. Postmasters at the ends of every mail-route, and at such 
other offices as the Postmaster-General may direct, are required to keep 
registers of the arrival and departure of all mails which are opened at 
their offices, respectively, setting forth the actual time of each arrival 
and departure, whether the same be in conformity icith the contract or not, 
and giving the reasons for every delinquency, if known to them, or if the 
same can be ascertained on proper inquiry. 

SEC. 327. Particular care must be exercised in making out the registers 
of arrivals and departures of the mails. The blanks at the head of each 
should be properly filled, giving the name of the office, county, and State ; 
the number of the route, the names of the places where it terminates, and 
the schedule days and hours of arrival and departure. 

SEC. 328. All registers should be fully dated, showing the day of the 
week, the month, and the year. When there is a failure to arrive or depart, 
write opposite to its date u FAILURE ;" when the arrival is after the 
schedule hour, failing to connect with other routes, write " FAILED TO 
CONNECT ;" and when the arrival is after the schedule time, causing 
complaint, write " COMPLAINT." 

SEC. 329. The cause of failure must be noted upon the register; also 
whether the carrier makes every proper effort to arrive and depart 
according to the schedule. 

SEC. 330. Whenever the mail is carried by any other person than the 
contractor or his authorized agent or carrier, the fact is to be noted on the 
register. 

SEC. 331. In addition to the above, special reports are to be made by any 



208 

postmaster, whether at terminal or intermediate offices, when mails are re­
ceived w%et or in otherwise bad condition; also of extraordinary failures, 
interruptions, or abandonment of routes ; and, from time to time, of all such 
information as may aid the Department in enforcing the strictest perform­
ance of duty on the part of contractors, and securing for the community 
the greatest possible regularity, safety, and efficiencj7 in the mail service. 
These special reports should state the number, or, if the number is not 
known, the termini of the route. 

SEC. 332. The registers and special reports must be forwarded to the 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General, inspection division. In no case 
are they to be sent with the quarterly returns. A copy of each register 
sent to the Department should be kept by the postmaster, that a dupli­
cate may be promptly furnished if called for. Neglect to forward regis­
ters or duplicates thereof, promptly, will be considered sufficient cause 
for the removal of a postmaster, as such neglect prevents the prompt 
payment of contractors, and obstructs the business of the Department. 



C H A P T E R X X I I . 

DISTRIBUTING OFFICES. 

SEC. 333. Distributing offices are established to insure certainty and 
regularity in the transmission of letters and packets between remote 
points; and to this end, besides the usual business of a post-office, certain 
peculiar duties are performed therein. Offices of this character will be 
designated from time to time by the Postmaster-General, and the allow­
ance for extra service fixed as the exigencies of the service may require. 

SEC. 334. All letters and packets received for distribution are to be 
distributed and remailed before the departure of the next mail, if prac­
ticable. 

SEC. 335. A postmaster at a distributing office will not open and dis­
tribute a mail which is addressed to another office. 

SEC. 336. If letters be sent by any postmaster to a distributing office, 
when they should have been mailed direct to the offices to which they 
are addressed, the postmaster at such distributing office will request 
the postmaster so sending to correct his practice; and if continued, will 
report him, for such violation of instructions, to the First Assistant 
Postmaster-General, appointment division. 

SEC. 337. The following is a list of the distributing offices on the 1st of 
December, 1872: 

Office. 

Boston 
Portland 
Hartford 
New York 
Albany 
Buffalo 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh . . . . . 

14 P C 

State. 

Massachusetts. 
Maine. 
Connecticut. 
New -York. 
New York. 
New York. 
Pennsylvania. 
Pennsylvania. 

Office. 

Baltimore .. 
Washington 
Wheeling .. 
Cincinnati. -
Cleveland .. 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Chicago 

State. 

Maryland. 
District of Columbia. 
West Virginia. 
Ohio. 
Ohio. 
Michigan. 
Indiana. 
Illinois. 

1 
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Office. 

St. Louis 
Louisville 
San Francisco...... 
Sacramento 
Richmond 
Kanawha C. H.. . . . 
Raleigh .. . . . 
Montgomery 

State. 

Missouri. 
Kentucky. 
California. 
California. 
Virginia. 
West Virginia. 
North Carolina. 
Alabama. 

Office. 

New Orleans 
Charleston 
Savannah 
Nashville 
Memphis 
Little Rock 
Galveston *« .* 

State. 

Louisiana. 
South Carolina. 
Georgia. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
Arkansas. 
Texas. 

SEC. 338. Postmasters at distributing and separating offices are re­
quired to keep in their offices records of packages of postage-stamps and 
stamped envelopes passing through their offices respectively. (For 
form of such record see Sec. 409, Chapter XXVI.) 



C H A P T E R X X I I I 

PRIVATE EXPRESSES AND UNLAWFUL CARRYING OF 
MAILABLE MATTER. 

SEC. 339. The law, Section 228, imposes a fine of $150 for each offense 
upon the person who may establish an express for the transmission of 
mailable matter out of the mails, and upon each person acting as such 
express, or aiding and assisting therein. I t imposes the same fine upon 
the owner of any stage-coach, railroad-car, steamboat, or other vehicle 
or vessel making regular trips at stated periods, and carrying, with 
the knowledge or consent of such owner, or of the captain, conductor, 
or other person in charge of such vehicle or vessel, any person acting 
or employed as such express. It prohibits the conveyance of mailable 
matter otherwise than in the mails, by the owners, managers, conduct­
ors, crews, or servants of any vehicle or vessel making stated trips as 
aforesaid, under a penalty of $100 to be paid by the owner, and $50 to 
be paid by the captain, conductor, driver, or other person having 
charge of such vehicle or vessel, for each offense. 

SEC. 340. Mail-carriers, contractors, or stage-drivers cannot lawfully 
carry out of the mail any letter or packet unless the same has been 
prepaid by a stamped envelope of suitable" denomination, and provided, 
that the envelope is properly addressed and sealed, so that the letter 
cannot be taken therefrom without defacing the envelope, and the date 
of the letter, or of the transmission or receipt thereof, shall be written 
or stamped upon the envelope. The Postmaster-Gen eral may suspend 
the operation of this section upon any mail-route where the public inter­
est may require such suspension. 

SEC. 341. No person can lawfully carry or transport any letter, packet, 
newspaper, printed circular, or price-current, on board any packet in 
which the United States mail is regularly carried to or from foreign 
countries, with the exception of letters sealed and addressed and pre-
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paid by stamped envelopes, of the proper denomination, and newspapers 
in use, and not intended for circulation in the country to which the ves­
sel may be bound, or done up in packages as merchandise, and directed 
to some bona-fide dealer. 

SEC. 342. Stage-coaches, railroad-cars, steamboats, packet-boats, and 
all other vehicles or vessels performing regular trips at stated periods, 
on a post-route between two or more cities, towns, or places, from one 
to the other, on which the United States mail is regularly conveyed 
under the authority of the Post-Office Department, are prohibited 
from transporting or conveying, otherwise than in the mail, any letter, 
packet or packets of letters, (except those sealed and addressed and 
prepaid by stamped envelopes of suitable denominations,) or other 
mailable matter whatsoever, except such as may have relation to some 
part of the cargo of such steamboat, packet-boat, or other vessel, or to 
some article at the same time conveyed by such stage, railroad-car, ves­
sel, or vehicle, and excepting also newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, 
and periodicals. Letters prepaid by stamps cannot be lawfully carried 
out of the mails. 

SEC. 343. Congress having authorized the seizure and detention of all 
letters, or packages containing letters, which shall have been sent or 
conveyed contrary to law on board any ship or vessel, or on or over any 
post-route of the United States, it is the duty of postmasters and other 
agents of this Department to cause this provision of the law to be en­
forced. 

SEC. 344. Whenever a postmaster receives information, or has good 
reason to believe, that letters are illegally brought to or sent from any 
city, town, landing, station, or place near his office, whether by steam­
boat, railroad, or any other mode of conveyance, he will give imme­
diate notice of such violation of law to the collector of the district, or 
to some other officer of the customs, if such letters are on board a ship 
or other vessel, or to a special agent of this Department, or a marshal 
or deputy marshal of the United States, if the same have been sent or 
conveyed either by sea or land ; and it will be the duty of such collector, 
custom-house officer, special agent, marshal, or deputy marshal to search 
for and seize all such letters and convey them to the nearest post-office^ 
.or detain them until after the trial of any suit which may grow out of 
such seizure, as the Postmaster-General and the Secretary of the Treas­
ury may direct; and one-half of any penalties that may be recovered for 
illegal sending, carrying, or transporting any such letters shall be paid to 
the officer so seizing. 

SEC. 345. In every case where a postmaster has reason to believe 
that the law in relation to the conveying mail-matter out of the mails 
is violated near his office, and no officer authorized to seize letters ille­
gally carried resides in the vicinity, he will apply to the Postmaster-
General for an appointment as special a'gent for the purpose, stating 
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fully the facts which, in his judgment, render such appointment neces­
sary. 

SEC. 346. Contractors and mail-carriers may carry newspapers out of 
the mails, for sale or distribution among regular subscribers; but when 
such papers are placed in a post-office for delivery, postage must be 
charged and collected. Contractors and other persons may also convey 
books, pamphlets, magazines, and newspapers, (not intended for imme­
diate distribution,) done up in packages as merchandise, and addressed 
to some bona-fide agent or dealer. 

SEC. 347. No part of any penalty accrues to the prosecutor, except 
in cases where the act prescribing the penalty so provides. 

SEC. 348. Letters or packets may be conveyed by private hands, with­
out compensation, or by a special messenger employed for the particular 
occasion only. 

I I 
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C H A P T E R X X I V . 

MAIL-MESSENGERS AND LOCAL AGENTS, 

SEC. 349. In connection with railroad and steamboat routes, mail-
messengers are appointed to carry the mail to and from post-offices, 
when such offices are more than eighty rods from the steamboat-land­
ing or railroad-station. The following regulations apply to mail-mes­
senger service: 

1. Mail-messengers are not required to execute a contract, and are 
not appointed for a definite period. 

2. Eailroad and steamboat contractors are to have the service per­
formed at all offices within a quarter of a mile of their depots, stations, 
or landings, as well as at the terminal offices of their routes. 

3. A postmaster cannot be allowed any compensation for this service 
performed by himself. 

4. A mail-messenger cannot be employed without express authority 
from the Second Assistant Postmaster-General. 

5. He must be paid in full before any payment is made to the con­
tractor, or before making deposit. 

6. He should be paid promptly at the close of every quarter out of 
any funds in the hands of the postmaster belonging to the United 
States, except money-order funds. 

7. If not paid, the reason should be stated by the postmaster. If 
paid, the receipt should be transmitted at once to the Auditor. 

8. If the original has been sent and lost, the postmaster should for­
ward tha duplicate, retaining an exact copy. 

9. The payments must be made and the receipts taken to correspond 
with the regular quarters, which end on the 31st of March, the 30th of 
June, the 30th of September, and the 31st of December. 

10. Two receipts must be taken, ("original" and "duplicate.") The 
original must be sent by the first mail to the u Auditor of the Treasury 
for the Post-Office Department." The duplicate should be retained 
until sent for. 
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11. These receipts must be signed by the appointed mail-messenger 
himself,7 not by an agent. 

12. If signed by a mark, they must be witnessed; if illegibly signed, 
the name must be plainly written underneath. 

13. Deductions must be made for lost trips, and noted on the face of 
the receipt. t 

14. The postmaster's name, not the assistant's, should be written in 
the body of the receipt. 

15. Altered receipts will not be credited. Blank receipts will be sup­
plied by the Auditor. 

16. The receipt must never be inclosed with the quarterly returns or 
with other papers. I t should be sent in an envelope by itself. 

17. The name of the postmaster and of the post-office must be writ­
ten plainly. 

18. Eeceipts must not be sent for amounts not actually paid. 
19. If the postmaster has not sufficient funds to pay the whole 

amount due, he must pay what he has, send on the receipt for the 
amount paid, state the balance claimed to be due, and apply for a draft 
on some other office to pay it. 

20. In making application for a draft, a blank form must be used, 
which will be furnished by the Auditor if requested. 

21. Drafts are not sent until applied for, nor for very small balances, 
except to close an account. 

22. Advances made for this service will be refunded on application. 
23. Payments for this service must be charged in the " general ac­

count," and not in the u quarterly account-current." 
SEC. 350. Local agents are employed to superintend the transfer and 

delivery of mails at offices in large cities, and are paid in the same 
manner as mail-messengers. 

SEC. 351. Mail-messengers and local agents must take the usual oath 
of office, and transmit it to the Second Assistant Postmaster-Gen­
eral, inspection division. < 
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FINANCE. 

SEC. 352. No moneys are to be paid directly into the Department, 
neither are any paid out directly by it. The proceeds of postage, or 
moneys received for postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-
wrappers, or postal-cards sold, will, therefore, never be remitted 
by postmasters to the Department, nor be paid to any of its officers or 
agents, without due authority from the Postmaster-General. When 
money is sent to the Department in violation of this regulation, it will be 
returned at the risk of the person so sending it. 

SEC. 353. For convenience in collecting and disbursing the revenues 
of the Post-Office Department, post-offices are designated and classed 
as follows, viz: 

1. SPECIAL OFFICES.—Those offices not located on a regular inail-
route, but which are supplied by a special carrier, whose compensation 
is fixed at two-thirds of the salary of the postmaster. 

2. DEPOSITING OFFICES.—Such as a r e d i r ec t ed to depos i t , a t s o m e 

designated point, their surplus funds, quarterly or oftener. 
3. DEPOSITORY AND DRAFT OFFICES.—Those w h i c h a r e d i r e c t e d t o 

retain their own funds, the surplus funds of depositing offices, and funds 
received by collection-drafts in hand to meet drafts drawn by the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, and countersigned by the Auditor. 

4. COLLECTION OFFICES.—Those w h i c h a re r e q u i r e d t o p a y ove r ' t he i r -

net proceeds quarterly to the mail contractor named in their special in 
structions, upon the production by himyfrom time to time, of the proper 
orders and receipts sent to him by the Department. No receipts other 
than the printed forms furnished to contractors by the Department will 
be recognized. All manuscript receipts are illegal. Upon the presenta­
tion of the order to the postmaster by the contractor, or his agent 
named in the order, the postmaster must pay over ALL MONEY in his 
h a n d s d u e t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s for t h a t q u a r t e r , FROM WHATEVER 
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SOURCE DERIVED, (EXCEPT MONEY-ORDER FUNDS,) w h e t h e r for d r a f t s 

' collected from postmasters and others,.postage-stamps, stamped envel­
opes, newspaper-wrappers, postal-cards, waste-paper, box-rents, or other 
emoluments of the office. THE AMOUNT DUE THE MAIL-MESSENGER, 
IF EMPLOYED, IS ALSO EXCEPTED FROM THIS REGULATION. 

SEC. 354. Offices are transferred, from time to time, from one to 
another of these classes, to meet the necessities of the service. When 
such changes are made postmasters will be duly notified. 

SEC. 355. When a postmaster has been directed to deposit quarterly, 
he will, as soon as practicable after the close of a quarter, NOT DELAY­
ING MORE THAN ONE MONTH, deposit the whole amount due by him to 
the Department (as shown by his general account) in such funds as are 
receivable by law, taking an original and duplicate certificate for the 
same. The original must be transmitted in a, letter addressed to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, and the duplicate retained as a voucher. If 
it be not convenient for him to attend to it in person, it is expected 
that he will embrace the first safe opportunity for transferring the funds 
by private hands to the point designated, WITHOUT INCURRING EX­
PENSE OR RISK TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

SEC. 356. Postmasters at depositing offices who pay mail-messengers 
or special mail-carriers will report the amount so paid each quarter to 
the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, and deposit the balance, if 
any, at the point designated. 

SEC. 357. Postmasters at offices specified by Section 355, failing to de­
posit within a month after the close of a quarter, must report the cause 
of failure to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, or they will be 
treated as delinquent. 

SEC. 358. Want of funds will not be accepted as an excuse for failing 
to pay or to deposit. The postmaster is not permitted to give credit for 
postages, which are regarded as cash in his hands. In like manner, he 
is prohibited from using, loaning, investing, or exchanging moneys 
received for postages, on pain of criminal prosecution. 

SEC. 359. A postmaster cannot refuse to pay a draft or collection-
order because the contractor is indebted to him, nor because there is an 
unsettled private account between them, nor upon any other pretext; 
and such refusal is made by the law prima-facie evidence of embezzle­
ment, subjecting him to punishment. 

SEC. 360. A failure either to deposit according to instructions, or to 
pay a draft when presented, or to pay over to a contractor upon the 
production of the proper collection orders and receipts, will be followed 
by the removal of the delinquent postmaster from office, unless satis­
factory explanation is made to the Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 361. Postmasters at collection offices must be ready to pay over 
at the end of each quarter, and will transmit the contractor's receipt by 
the very first mail after payment is made. Such payments must include 
the whole amount of money on hand, (except money-order funds,) whether 
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arising from the postages of the quarter or any preceding quarters, from 
sales of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or 
postal-cards, or from moneys collected by or deposited with the postmaster. 
The absence of the postmaster from his office when the contractor pre­
sents the collection-order will not be accepted as a good reason for non­
payment. The receipts must never be put up with the quarterly returns, 
but should be sent in a separate envelope, addressed to the Auditor for 
the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 362. Every postmaster of a " special office" will report to the 
Postmaster-General, at the end of each quarter, the balance in his 
hands over and above the sums due the contractor for supplying his 
office with the mail, in order that the Department may make a proper 
disposition o : such balance. 

SEC. 363. Postmasters at "special offices," when under orders to pay 
their respective contractors, will not only pay promptly, but lose no 
time in transmitting to the Auditor for the Post-Office Department the 
receipts taken for their quarterly payments. 

SEC. 364. All payments to the Department, whether upon drafts or 
otherwise, must be in specie, United States Treasury notes, or notes of 
the national banks; and postmasters, in receiving payment of postages 
or other dues to the Department, should always bear in mind that they 
are bound to pay them over in the legal currency of the United States. 

SEC. 365. No allowance will be made to any postmaster for expenses 
incurred in paying over moneys due by him to the Department; neither 
will any allowance be made for expenses incurred in collecting moneys 
due the Department. 

SEC. 366. Postmasters receiving counterfeit money will be required 
to replace the same with genuine current funds. 

SEC. 307. Postmasters are not required by law to redeem, or accept 
in payment of post-office dues, money-orders, stamps, or stamped envel­
opes, any currency ivhich may be so mutilated as to be uncurrent; nor is it 
any part of their duty to receive and transmit to the Treasury, for re­
demption, mutilated currency belonging to individuals, except as regu­
lar mail-matter, forwarded in the usual manner at the risk of the owner. 
Such packages, if addressed and registered to the Treasurer of the 
United States, Washington, D. C, will be sent free of the registry fee. 

SEC. 368. The necessities of the postal service are such that all funds 
received by postmasters must be kept in current and passable money, so 
as to be immediately available for paying the drafts of the Department, 
money-orders, and expenses of the service. 
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POSTAGE-STAMPS, STAMPED ENVELOPES, NEWSPAPER-
W R A P P E R S , AND POSTAL-CARDS. 

SEC. 369. To facilitate the prepayment of postages upon mail-matter, 
postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-
cards are provided and furnished by the Postmaster-General, pursuant 
to acts of Congress on these subjects. 

SEC. 370. Stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-
cards are furnished only to postmasters for sale. Postmasters who fail 
to supply themselves from the Department must purchase temporary 
supplies from the nearest offices. They are not required to render to 
the Department an account of such purchases. 

SEC. 371. Kequisitions for postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, news­
paper-wrappers, and postal-cards are required to be made upon printed 
formi furnished by the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank 
agency. Care must be taken to fill out the blank form with the name 
of the post-office, county, and State, the date of the order, the number 
and amount of each of the several descriptions wanted, the number and 
amount of each on hand, together with the average monthly sales. 
The requisition must be signed by the postmaster himself, unless he be 
sick or necessarily absent, when it may be signed by the assistant or 
deputy, who will write the postmaster's name above his own. Kequisi­
tions, when thus completed, must be forwarded to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 372. Postmasters are expected in each case to order such quan­
tities of the various kind of stamps, envelopes, wrappers, and cards as, 
upon a careful estimate, may be deemed a sufficient supply for three 
months from the date of the order. Postmasters are not required to 
make their requisitions at any particular period during the quarter, but 
may order whenever their supplies become exhausted. 
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SEC. 373. Postmasters who have failed to duly render their quarterly 
returns to the Auditor wilf not be supplied with postage-stamps, stamped 
envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards until the delinquency 
has been corrected. 

SEC. 374. Stamped envelopes bearing a request for the return of un­
claimed letters, with the name and post-office address of parties printed 
in full, wilibe furnished by the Department without extra charge for such 
printing. These are officially designated as " special-request envelopes." 
No order is to be taken on credit, except at the postmaster's own risk, 
and in no case for less than 500 of any specified denomination to bear 
the same printing. 

SEC. 375. Eequisitions for special-request envelopes must be made by 
postmasters immediately upon receiving orders from parties wanting them, 
at whatever time in the quarter it may be, and if possible should always 
be accompanied by a printed card showing the matter desired to be 
printed. 

SEC. 376. Blank forms for ordering special-request envelopes will be 
supplied upon application to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, 
blank agency. 

SEC. 377. Upon receiving supplies of postage-stamps, stamped envel­
opes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards, postmasters are required to 
open and count them in the presence of a disinterested witness, to date 
and sign the receipt, and transmit the same to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General. In case of any deficiency, the affidavit of the post­
master and that of the witness, stating the amount of such deficiency, 
with all the facts in the case, will be necessary in order to obtain credit 
therefor. Eeceipts must be signed in the same manner as requisitions. 

SEC. 378. If any portion of a parcel be damaged, the postmaster will 
sign the receipt for the whole amount of the parcel, and having written 
across the face of the receipt the number and amount of stamps, envel­
opes, wrappers, or cards unfit for use, he will return the same, together 
with the receipt, to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, who will 
give credit for the amount returned. But if the damage be total, the 
entire number should be returned, with the receipt not signed, in order 
that others may be sent in their place. The package must be registered, 
and the postmaster must also be able to prove the act of mailing by a 
disinterested witness. P o s t m a s t e r s / * ^ ^ to register such packages will 
not receive credit for the amount alleged to have been returned, in case 
the same fails to reach the Department. 

SEC. 379. Every postmaster receiving stamps, stamped envelopes, news­
paper-wrappers, or postal-cards for sale, directly from the Department, 
will, at the end of each quarter, charge himself in his quarterly account-
current with any amount of such articles he may have received from his 
predecessor, or which remained on hand at the close of the preceding 
quarter, adding thereto the amounts received from the Department during 
the quarter just ended, and crediting himself with the amount then 
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remaining on hand. The balance of the account thus stated will repre-
ent the amount sold, which must be added on the debit side of his quar­

terly account-current to the amount due on the regular return of post­
ages for the quarter. 

SEC. 380. In future " special-request envelopes" will be accounted for in 
the same manner as ordinary stamped envelopes. 

SEC. 381. Postmasters receiving postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards from the Department, for sale, 
will pay over the money by them received for such as may be sold, at 
the same time and in the same manner as their special instructions 
require them to pay over the quarterly balances due for postage. 

SEC. 382. Inclosing money to the Department to pay for stamps, stamped 
envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards, is prohibited. 

SEC. 383. Postal-cards are issued exclusively by the Department. They 
are intended for the transmission through the mails, at a reduced rate 
of postage, (one cent each,) of messages, orders, notices, and other short 
written or printed communications. 

SEC. 384. Cards issued by private parties, which contain any written 
matter whatever, other than the address, cannot be passed through the 
mails at less than letter-postage rates, as they are not " POSTAL-CARDS" 
within the meaning of the law. 

SEC. 385. Postal-cards deposited in any post-office for mailing must 
be treated by postmasters in all respects the same as letters. They are 
not to be distributed through the newspaper sacks. 

SEC. 386. Postmasters at offices of the first, second, and third classes 
are required to make monthly reports to the Third Assistant Postmaster-
General of the amounts of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, news­
paper-wrappers, and postal-cards received from the Department, the 
amount sold, and that remaining on hand at the close of the month. 
Blanks for this purpose will be supplied by the First Assistant Post­
master-General, blank agency. 

SEC. 387. Upon surrendering a post-office to his successor, the late 
postmaster, or his representative, will turn over to such successor all the 
stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards then 
on hand, take duplicate receipts for the same, and transmit the original 
forthwith to the Auditor, that the account of the late postmaster may 
be credited accordingly. These stamps, envelopes, wrappers, and cards 
must not be sent to the Department, but should be" retained for sale by 
the postmaster, who will charge himself with the amount in the quarterly 
account-current. 

SEC. 388. If a post-office be discontinued, the postmaster will deliver 
all stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards to 
the postmaster to whom he is directed to deliver the other post-office 
property, and will take duplicate receipts, one of which he will trans­
mit to the Auditor as above. 
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SEC. 389. The law allows no compensation to postmasters for the sale 
of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards. 

SEC. 390. Stamps, envelopes, wrappers, and cards are to be sold only 
for cash at the prices stated in the receipt which is sent with them to 
each office. In making sales of envelopes and wrappers postmasters 
are expected to evince a due spirit of accommodation, but they are not 
required to lose the fraction of a cent in selling small quantities; and 
if a postmaster cannot readily make change, the purchaser must tender 
the exact amount for the number wanted. 

SEC. 391. All persons connected with the postal service are prohibited, 
under a penalty of from ten to five hundred dollars for each offense, 
from selling postage-stamps and postal-cards for any larger sum than 
that indicated upon their face, andr stamped envelopes and newspaper-
wrappers for more than charged therefor by the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 392. Postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, 
and postal-cards must not be sold at a discount, except in a few of the larger 
cities, where postmasters will be authorized to sell in limited amounts, 
at an abatement of two. per cent., to certain designated local agents 
living at points remote from the post-office. In these cases authority 
for such sales must be obtained SPECIALLY from the Postmaster-
General. 

SEC. 393. Postmasters not specially authorized, as mentioned in the 
preceding section, are forbidden from selling postage-stamps and postal-
cards at less than their face value, and stamped envelopes and news­
paper-wrappers for less than the Department rates. 

SEC. 394. Section 45 of the law provides that any person intrusted by 
law with the sale of postage-stamps and stamped envelopes, who shall 
neglect to account for the same, or who shall pledge or hypothecate or 
unlawfully dispose of them, for any purpose whatever, shall be deemed 
guilty of embezzlement, and shall be subject to a fine not exceeding 
double the amount involved, or to an imprisonment not exceeding three 
years, or both, at the discretion of the court. Violations of this pro­
vision will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law. 

SEC. 395. Whenever a postmaster claims credit for postage-stamps, 
stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards alleged to have 
been lost in the mails, burnt* or otherwise destroyed, his own affidavit, 
stating the circumstances and amount of loss, together with all the other 
proof which in the particular case he can produce, is required to be for­
warded to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. Upon the receipt of 
such affidavit and additional testimony, which should be sent with the 
least possible delay, the claim will be submitted to the Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 396. Credit will not be allowed in cases where offices have been 
robbed of stamps or stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-
cards. In an opinion of a former Attorney-General the following occurs: 
u If the stamps should be stolen or lost, and get into the hands of those 
who may use them, and thus deprive the Government of so much 
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revenue, the postmaster should be held for them. One who has the 
custody of public money or property, and is paid for taking care of it, 
cannot get rid of his responsibility by showing a theft or accidental loss. 
He is an insurer of its safety against all perils of that kind." 

SEC. 397. The exchange of postage-stamps for those of other denom­
inations to accommodate private parties is prohibited. Postmasters 
will not be permitted to return to the Department unserviceable stamps 
that may be acquired in this way. 

SEC. 398. The postage on stamped envelopes and newspaper-wrappers 
spoiled in directing may be refunded in stamps by a postmaster if satis­
fied that they have never been used, and that the misdirection occurred 
at the place where the redemption is claimed; also, provided that such 
envelopes and wrappers shall be presented in a whole condition. In 
no case is an envelope or wrapper to be redeemed at the post-office to 
which it is directed. 

SEC. 399. Postmasters are forbidden to redeem postal-cards under 
any circumstances whatever. 

SEC. 400. Stamped envelopes and newspaper-wrappers redeemedunder 
Section 398 must be sent, with a special letter, to the Third Assistant Post­
master-General, stating the number and amount. The package must be 
registered, and the postmaster must be able to prove the act of mailing 
by a disinterested witness. Postmasters failing to register such packages 
will not receive credit for the amount alleged to have been returned, in 
case the same fails to reach the Department. A postmaster need not 
return spoiled envelopes or wrappers to the Department oftener than 
once in each quarter. 

SEC. 401. A letter bearing a stamp, cut or separated from a stamped 
envelope, newspaper-wrapper, or postal-card, cannot be sent through 
the mail as a prepaid letter. Stamps so cut or separated lose their legal 
value. 

SEC. 402. Fractional parts of postage-stamps cannot be recognized in 
prepayment of postage. For example, a letter or package to which one 
two-cent stamp and the half of another two-cent stamp are affixed can­
not be considered as having been prepaid three cents, but only two cents; 
and a letter or package on which eighteen cents postage is chargeable 
cannot.be prepaid in full by affixing a six-cent stamp and the half of a 
twenty-four-cent stamp, &c, &c. 

SEC. 403. The law provides a penalty of fine and imprisonment against 
any person who shall Remove from a letter which has been duly posted 
any postage-stamp placed thereon as evidence of prepayment. Post­
masters are required to report to the Department all offenses of this 
nature, with the evidence relied upon to prove the charge. ' 

SEC. 404. Postage-stamps affixed to letters, packets, or parcels, of 
any description, and all stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and 
postal-cards, must be immediately and effectually canceled in the office 
in which they may be deposited for transmission or delivery. The can-

http://cannot.be
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cellation must be effected by the* use of black printing-ink, wherever 
that material can be obtained; and where it cannot, the operation 
should be performed by making several heavy crosses or parallel lines 
upon each stamp, with a pen dipped in good black writing-ink. 

SEC. 405. If the canceling has been omitted on the mailing of the 
letter, packet, or parcel, or if the cancellation be incomplete, the post­
master at the office of delivery will cancel the stamp in the manner di­
rected, and forthwith report the delinquent postmaster to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 406. The use of the office rating or postmarking stamp as a can­
celing instrument is positively prohibited, inasmuch as the postmark, 
when impressed on the postage-stamp, is usually indistinct, and the 
cancellation effected thereby is imperfect. The postage-stamp must, 
therefore, be effectually canceled with a separate instrument, as directed 
by Section 404. 

SEC. 407. The law provides if any person shall use, or attempt to use, 
for the conveyance of any letter or other mailable matter or thing over 
any post-road of the United States, either by mail or otherwise, any 
stamp or stamped letter envelope which has been before used for a 
like purpose, such person shall be liable to a penalty of $50, to be recov­
ered in the name of the United States in any court having competent 
jurisdiction. (Sec. 177 of the law.) 

SEC. 408. When a letter bearing a canceled stamp is posted by a per­
son known to the postmaster, or whenever he shall ascertain the name 
of the person who has posted such letter with fraudulent intent, he will 
immediately present the case, by a written statement thereof, to the 
attorney for the United States in the district where his office is situated. 

SEC. 409. For greater security in the transmission of postage-stamps 
and stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards, and to 
facilitate the tracing of them when they fail to reach their destination 
in due course of mail, it is required that in each distributing and separat­
ing office a record shall be kept of all packages of stamps, newspaper-
wrappers, and postal-cards, and boxes of stamped envelopes, passing 
through to other offices, and of the pouches in which they were sent. 
The record is to be kept in the following form: 

© 
ce W 

& 

o M 

A 
03 o ft . «M © 
o © ©El So 
£ 

CD 

W. 

«M 
© 
as a3 © Oi 
Spa 
© 02 a Pn 

© . 
<L_, 9 «w cD 
© © 
O R 
W 

5+-I • 
02 B- *-> 
<0 <tf © a g ft M £ g 
o © ^ S M £ Pn 

» 1 
© 5 
3$ 
eS O PH ft 

§ 
" 1 
0 
O P4 

1 
o 
© A © 
PH 

Eemarks. 

NOTE.—This arrangement of keeping a special record of the stamps and stamped envelopes is not in­
tended to supersede at distributing offices the present system of registration, but is ADDITIONAL thereto. 
The boxes and packages are to be registered and treated precisely as if they were registered letters. 
(See Chapter XXXVHf.) 
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SEC. 410. When a registered package of stamps, envelopes, news­
paper-wrappers, or postal-cards has been forwarded from a distributing 
office, and no " correct" return-bill therefor has been received by due 
course of mail, a u tracer" (blank form will be furnished by the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency) will be sent to ascertain 
whether the package reached its destination in safety, or at what point 
and through whose fault it disappeared or was tampered with. If, 
through this means, it should be ascertained that the package reached 
its destination in good order, the tracer may be retained at the distiibu-
ting office; but if it appears that the package was received in bad con­
dition, or was lost or stolen in transit, the tracer must then be forwarded 
to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. Should the tracer not be 
returned to the distributing office in due season, a duplicate must be 
sent, and repeated until the package is accounted for. 

SEC. 411. Postmasters, postal-clerks, route-agents, and ail other per­
sons engaged in handling the mails, will be held to a strict accounta­
bility for all packages of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-
wrappers, and postal-cards passing through their hands; and the value 
of any package that may be lost or stolen while in transit will be charged 
to the postmaster, postal-clerk, route-agent, or other duly authorized 
person through whose fault the loss or robbery ocourred. 

SEC. 412. The original registered number of each package of stamps, 
stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, or postal-cards, when such 
packages are re-wrapped at a distributing office, must invariably-be 
placed on the outer wrapper. 
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C H A P T E R X X V I I . 

UNCLAIMED L E T T E R S , DEAD L E T T E R S , AND ADVERTIS­
ING OF L E T T E R S . 

SEC. 413. Dead letters are such as have been advertised and have re­
mained unclaimed one month after the date of advertisement, or have 
been refused, or for any reason have not reached the party addressed. 

SEC. 414. Dead letters are divided into six classes, viz: " unclaimed," 
" unmailable," " held for postage," u refused," " hotel," and " fictitious" 
letters. 

1. Unclaimed letters are those which, having arrived at their destina­
tion, are not called for by the party addressed within the time specified 
by the Postmaster-General. 

2. Unmailable letters are those which cannot be forwarded to their 
destination by reason of illegible or unintelligible superscription, or the 
omission of the whole or any essential part of the address; those which 
contain obscene or profane matter on the outside or cover; and those 
which exceed four pounds in weight. 

3. Held-for-postage letters are those upon which less than one full rate 
of postage has been prepaid ; those bearing stamps previously used, or 
cut from stamped envelopes or newspaper-wrappers. This class also 
includes packages of printed or miscellaneous matter (third class) which 
for any reason is subject to letter-postage and is not prepaid at least 
one full rate. I t also includes matter of the third class which is not 
fully prepaid. 

4. Refused letters are those which for any reason the party addressed | 
refuses to take from the office. 

5. Hotel letters are those which, having been addressed to and deliv­
ered at a hotel, and not received by the party addressed, are returned 
to the post-office. 

6. Fictitious letters are those which are addressed to assumed or fic­
titious names, or to initials. 
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SEC. 415. At the post-office at New York City and offices of the first, 
second, third, and fourth classes, letters unclaimed and undelivered are 
to be advertised WEEKLY; and at offices of the fifth class MONTHLY. 

SEC. 416. Unclaimed-letter lists are to be advertised in newspapers 
when it can be done without charge to the Department. In cases where 
publishers are not willing to do the work gratuitously, the list must be 
prepared in manuscript and posted conspicuously about the office. 
Where more than one paper desires to publish the list without charge, 
each of them must have facilities for procuring copies simultaneously. 
In no case will any allowance of pay be made for advertising any such lists 
without special instructions from the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 417. Where offices are specially authorized to pay for adver­
tising lists of undelivered letters, the publication must be made in the 
paper having the largest bona-fide circulation within the delivery of the 
office at which the letters are undelivered. 

j^EC. 418. In case of question or dispute as to the circulation of any 
paper claiming the advertisement of the undelivered letters, it shall be 
the duty of the postmaster, on the first Monday of January in each 
year hereafter, to receive evidence and decide upon the fact; such de­
cision shall remain one year, unless for good cause the Postmaster-Gen­
eral shall otherwise order, or the paper to which the award was made 
shall refuse to continue the publication at the price allowed by law; and 
the evidence upon which the postmaster decides to give the printing to 
a particular paper shall always be open to inspection. In all such cases 
the postmaster shall, at least one week prior to the day of receiving 
such evidence, fix and define the limits and boundaries of the territory 
deemed by him to be embraced within the range of the delivery of his 
office, by a plain and intelligible written statement, to be signed by 
him and filed in his office, and of which every person claiming the 
advertisement shall be entitled to take a copy. Such postmaster shall 
require, as a part of the evidence on which he is to make his decision, 
an affidavit of the proprietor or printer of such newspaper for which 
the advertisement is claimed, or of the dlerk or foreman in the office of 
such paper, showing his means of knowledge in respect to the circula­
tion of such newspaper within the limits of the district so embraced in 
the range of the delivery of such office, and stating the average, actual, 
ordinary, and bona-fide circulation of each regular issue of such paper 
within such district for the four weeks ending on the Saturday next 
prior to the day on which such evidence is received; and that such cir­
culation has not, during said four weeks, been increased by any gratui­
tous circulation, by a reduction in price below the ordinary and usual 
price of such paper, or by any other extraordinary means for the pur­
pose, in whole or in part, of obtaining any list or lists of undelivered 
letters for publication; and such average, actual, ordinary, and bona-fide 
circulation of each regular issue of such paper for such four weeks, as 
established by such affidavit, and the other evidence submitted to such 

-
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postmaster, shall be deemed the circulation on which the question of 
the greater circulation shall be determined. Other evidence, in addition 
to such affidavit, in corroboration thereof, or in contradiction of the 
same, may be submitted by any party interested in the decision. 

SEC. 419. Undelivered foreign letters may be advertised, under the 
restrictions set forth in Section 416, in a paper printed in the language 
most used by the parties to whom the letters are addressed. 

SEC. 420. In cases where the Department agrees to pay for this work, 
the price is limited to one cent for each name published, and this amount 
must be added to the postage due on the letters and collected on delivery, 
and charged by the postmaster to himself in the account-current; but 
where the list is published by the papers gratuitously, or is posted in 
manuscript, no charge whatever for advertising is to be made upon the 
delivery of the letter. 

SEC. 421. The following classes of letters are not to be advertised, viz: 
1. Special-request letters, i. e., letters bearing request to be returned 

to the writer if unclaimed, or to be retained a specified time. 
2. Letters intended for persons who regularly call at or send to the 

post-office. 
3. Local or drop letters. 
4. Letters returned to the writer from the Dead-Letter Office. 
5. Letters directed to persons at hotels, and returned from thence to 

the post-office. 
6. Letters which the parties addressed refuse to receive. 
7. Letters addressed to persons known to be deceased, and which are 

not claimed by the legal representatives. 
8. Letters addressed to parties who have removed to places unknown. 
9. Letters addressed to parties who have removed, but whose post-office 

address is known. 
10. Official letters from any department or bureau of the Government. 
11. Circulars and other printed matter. 
12. Letters at sea-port towns intended for persons on board of certain 

designated vessels expected to arrive. 
13. Letters bearing fictitious or assumed addresses, or addressed simply 

to initials. 
SEC. 422. When a postmaster has special reason to believe any letter I 

can be delivered to the person addressed by holding it more than one 
month, he may write or stamp upon such letter the words, " Specially 
held for delivery," and hold it not exceeding three months from the date | 
of its receipt at his office. 

SEC. 423. Letters addressed to parties who regularly call at or send 
to the office may be retained for delivery; also where a special request to | 
that effect is made by the party addressed; but the period of such reten­
tion must not exceed three months from the date of the receipt at the 
office, and they must be indorsed as required by the preceding section. 

SEC. 424. Letters specially held for delivery under the two preceding 
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sections may be advertised at the expiration of the time during which 
they have been held. 

SEC. 425. All marks or memoranda upon an unclaimed letter must be 
carefully examined before it is advertised, and when published the 
word "Advertised," with the date of advertisement, must be plainly 
written or stamped upon its face. 

SEC. 426. All unclaimed advertised letters at offices of the first, second, 
third, and fourth classes must be returned to the Dead-Letter Office at 
the expiration of four weeks after the date of advertisement; and at 
offices of the fifth class one month after advertisement. In this way 
offices that advertise weekly will make a return of dead letters to the 
Department weekly, and at offices where the advertisement is done 
monthly, the return will be made monthly. 

SEC. 427. If there should be no letters to send to the Dead-Letter Office 
at the proper time, a bill with that fact stated thereon must be trans­
mitted to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 428. In addition to the date of advertising written or stamped 
on the face of each dead letter, the reason for its non-delivery must be 
marked thereon, as " Unclaimed," "Removed," "Deceased," "Refused? 
&c; and on the reverse or sealed side must be written or stamped the 
name of the office and the date of its return to the Dead-Letter Office. 

SEC. 429. If the seal of a dead letter be broken by accident, or by 
having been delivered to the wrong person, the fact must be noted 
upon it, and the letter reseated previous to forwarding the same to the 
Dead-Letter Office. 

SEC. 430. In making a return of dead letters to the Department, each 
class of letters—viz : fully paid domestic letters, fully paid foreign letters, 
domestic letters on which any postage is due, foreign letters on which 
postage is due, local or drop letters, return letters, refused letters—with­
out regard to the reasons for non-delivery, must be put into separate 
parcels or packages, with the contents plainly marked on the outside. 
The whole must be inclosed in one package and addressed to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, Dead-Letter Office, Washington, D. C, and 
indorsed on the upper left-hand corner of the wrapper, " Weekly or 
monthly (as the case may be) return of dead letters from ." 

SEC. 431. Each return of dead letters must be accompanied by a bill 
made on the printed form specially provided for the purpose. The name 
of the office, (county and State,) the date of return, and the date of 
the advertisement of the letters, must be plainly given on the face of the 
bill, and the date of return to the Dead-Letter Office indorsed on the 
back, in the proper spaces provided therefor. (These bills are furnished 
by the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency.) 

SEC. 432. Each return must be accompanied by a duplicate of the 
advertised list, whether printed or in manuscript, which must be so 
marked that the letters that have been delivered can be distinguished 
from those sent to the Dead-Letter Office. This should be done by 
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drawing a heavy pencil-line across the names of those that have been 
delivered. 

SEC. 433. Duplicate lists of all dead letters sent to the Department 
must be preserved by the postmaster in his office for reference. 

SEC. 434. Whenever the number of letters, of any description, to be 
returned, materially exceeds one hundred, they must be put in two or 
more packages, and each securely enveloped and tied; and particular 
care must then be taken to number consecutively the several packages 
of letters, beginning with No. 1, and to place the bill in the highest 
numbered package, marking the same " Bill;" and also to mark on the 
outside of each package the description of letters contained therein. 
The dead-letter bill must be folded and secured from injury by placing it 
under the first letter of the package. The whole return must then be 
wrapped in one package, as provided by Section 430. 

SEC. 435. If the number of packages of dead letters embraced in one 
return is so great that they cannot be conveniently enveloped in one 
parcel, they must be placed in a locked pouch, to which must be attached 
a wooden or leather label-tag, addressed on one side, " Dead-Letter 
Office, Washington, D. C, "and on the reverse "Dead letters from ," 
giving the name of the office and date of mailing. I t is of the utmost 
importance to guard against the separation of the several packages 
embraced in the same return. 

SEC. 436. From the duplicate dead-letter bills retained by the post­
master he will, at the end of each quarter, make an aggregate bill, 
showing the whole number of letters of each class sent to the depart­
ment during the quarter, with the amount of charges due thereon, 
giving the respective rates. This aggregate bill will be attached to the 
quarterly account-current, and the amount of charges carried to article 
N o . 9 of t h e s a m e . T H E CORRECTNESS OF THE BILL MUST BE VERI­

FIED BY HIS AFFIDAVIT. 
SEC. 437. Letters originating in any of the departments of the Gov­

ernment at Washington which are unclaimed at the expiration of the 
specified time must be enveloped and addressed to the department in 
which they originated, care being taken to mark on each the reason of 
non-delivery, as well as the date of receipt at the office, and the date of 
return. A list of all so returned must be filed in the office, and a copy 
of the same, showing the date of return to the office from which they 
originated, must be sent with the regular monthly or weekly return to 
the Dead-Letter Office. These letters must never be sent to the Dead-Letter 
Office. 

SEC. 438. Eegistered letters unclaimed one month after advertisement 
must be returned to the office from which originally received, to be de­
livered to the writers thereof. (See regulations respecting the regis­
tration of letters, Section 496.) If the names of the writers do not appear 
upon registered letters, and they remain unclaimed one month after 
advertisement, they must be carefully enveloped in one package, accom-
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panied by two lists showing the registered number, office of mailing, 
and full address of the letter, (one of which will be verified at the De­
partment and returned to the postmaster,) and addressed to the " Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D. C," indorsed "Dead 
registered letters from ," and mailed in conformity with the regu­
lations respecting registered letters, Section 497. In no case must dead 
registered letters be sent in the same parcel with the return of ordinary 
dead letters. 

SEC. 439. From offices of the second, third, fourth, and fifth classes 
the "unmailable" and "hotel" letters and letters held for postage are to 
be returned to the Dead-Letter Office once in each week, separate from 
the return of regular dead letters. The package must be plainly indorsed 
" Unmailable letters" " Held for postage," or " Hotel letters," as the 
case may be, and must contain a list giving the full address of each letter 
contained therein. 

From the office at New York City, and offices of the first class, this 
return must be made daily. 

SEC. 440. Unclaimed prepaid letters which bear special request for 
their return within a specified number of days must be promptly re­
turned by the postmaster at the expiration of the time mentioned, and 
if no time is given for such return they must be returned at the expira­
tion of thirty days from the date of receipt at the office. 

SEC. 441. Prepaid letters bearing the name and address or the busi­
ness card of the writer must also be returned to the office of mailing for 
delivery to the writer at the expiration of thirty days, if unclaimed. In 
no case must letters indorsed with the name and address or business 
card of the writers, whether bearing a special request or not, be sent to 
the Dead Letter Office. 

SEC. 442. Letters named in the two preceding sections must not- be 
returned to the writers unless the full amount of postage originally due 
thereon was prepaid. 

SEC. 443. Letters bearing " hotel" cards should, if not claimed by the 
party addressed, be returned to the mailing office, and by the postmas­
ter there presented to the hotel named, the proprietors or clerks of 
which can at once say if such letters originated with them or are on their 
business; if not, then the postmaster should so mark and return them 
to the Dead-Letter Office. I t is not proper to deliver them simply accord­
ing to the card, because in a majority of cases they will prove to have 
been written by some transient guest, or some one who has used their 
envelope, but is not in any way connected with the establishment. 

SEC. 444. Postmasters must see that proprietors of hotels do not re­
tain letters addressed to their care longer than thirty days. 

SEC. 445. Bequests printed on circulars or newspapers are not to be 
regarded. 

SEC. 446. The dates of receiving letters bearing special request 
must be carefully written or stamped upon them, and also the dates of 

U 
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remailing them to the writers; and when so remailed, the words " Re­
turned to writer" should be plainly written or stamped across the face of 
each, and the ivhole original address erased. 

SEC. 447. If, after their return to the writers, such letters are not de­
livered within one month, they must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office 
with other unclaimed letters. 

SEC. 448. A statement of the whole number of such letters sent back 
to the writers during each quarter must be sent by special letter to the 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. Such statement must never be in­
cluded in the quarterly returns. 

SEC. 449. When dead letters containing money are forwarded to a 
postmaster for delivery to the owners thereof, every effort must be made 
to discover the proper party to whom they may be delivered, and to 
this end these letters are inclosed to the postmaster open, that he may 
be enabled to properly identify the owner or claimant. If it becomes 
necessary to read the letter to discover the writer or owner thereof, 
the strictest secrecy must be maintained as to the contents, and under no cir­
cumstances whatever can a postmaster, or any other person through 
whose hands such letters pass, be allowed to make any exchange for 
other funds of the money originally contained therein. A violation of 
this regulation will subject the offender to immediate dismissal from office. 

SEC. 450. When such letters cannot be delivered by the postmaster, 
after holding thirty days, from date of receipt, the reason for nondelivery 
must be indorsed on the circular which accompanies each letter, when 
they must be carefully enveloped, sealed, and addressed to the " Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, Dead-Letter Office, Washington, D. C," 
properly registered. If a postmaster neglects to register packages con­
taining valuable dead letters when returning them to the Department, 
and they are lost, he will be held responsible for the amount of money 
in each. 

SEC. 451. Dead letters containing money or other inclosures, sent from 
the Department for delivery to the owners, must never be forwarded to 
another office, but must be returned to the Department with all the in­
formation obtainable as to the present whereabouts of the writer or owner; 
nor must they be retained by the postmaster longer than one month, 
unless he has been specially authorized by the Department to hold them 
for a longer period. 

SEC. 452. Letters containing articles of value, other than money, are 
not to be registered when returned to the Department, (unless they were 
received registered;) but they must be inclosed in one sealed envelope 
or package and addressed to the "Third Assistant Postmaster-General, 
Dead-Letter Office, Washington, D. C." No other kind of letters must be 
sent in the same package. 

SEC. 453. "Keturn letters," i. e., dead letters without any inclosure, 
may be forwarded to another office when necessary to deliver the same 
to the writer. 

k 
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SEC. 454. The date of receipt must be written or stamped upon every 
"return letter." and if refused, or, from any other cause, not delivered, 
such letters must be included in the next weekly or monthly return of 
dead letters thereafter, postmarked on the sealed side, and with the 
reason for non-delivery specified on each letter. 

SEC. 455. Unclaimed domestic circulars, newspapers, and periodical 
publications are not to be returned to the Dead-Letter Office, but must 
be sold at the expiration of each quarter (after due notification to the 
publishers) as waste paper for the highest price obtainable, which must 
be entered in Article No. 16 of the quarterly account-current and accounted 
for as other postal funds. If the publisher of any periodical or news­
paper shall send to the postmaster a request for the return of any of his 
unclaimed publications, with a sufficient sum to pay the postage due 
thereon and for the return thereof, such matter shall be returned to 
him. 

SEC. 456. Books, pamphlets, and all foreign printed matter, when 
unclaimed the usual time, must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office as part 
of the regular weekly or monthly return, but no entry thereof need be 
made on the bill. 

SEC. 457. When any newspaper or magazine, regularly sent through 
the mails, has been refused by a subscriber thereto, or not called for by 
him for one month, the postmaster will write a statement of the facts 
to the publisher of the same, under cover to the postmaster where such 
publication is mailed, to be by him delivered to the publisher. 

SEC. 458. Obscene books or other matter deposited in a post-office, 
when the party depositing the same is unknown to the postmaster, 
must be sent to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, in a sealed 
package, and at the same time a letter must be forwarded containing 
all particulars in reference to such package. 

SEC. 459. Fictitious letters, i. e., those addressed to fictitious or as­
sumed names, or to initials, must be sent to the Dead-Letter Office from 
the offices at New York City and offices of the first, second, and third 
classes each week, and from offices of the fourth and fifth classes each 
month. They must be accompanied by a bill showing the number of 
letters to each address, and each letter must be plainly marked on its 
face, "Fictitious." 

SEC. 460. Postmasters, or others, in making application to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster General for the return of a dead letter, must give 
the address on the letter in full, the name and address of the writer, 
and where and when it was mailed, the contents, (whether money, 
drafts, or other articles of value,) the date it was advertised or de­
tained as " unmailable," or "held for postage," and when it was sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office. If the letter was registered, the registered 
number must be given. 

SEC. 461. No record whatever is kept in the Dead-Letter Office of 
letters which do not contain articles of value; and it is therefore use-
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less to apply for the return of such letters. Whenever it is possible 
they are returned to the writers, and if not so returned are destroyed. 

SEC. 462. Foreign letters are not retained in the Dead-Letter Office, 
but are at once returned, unopened, to the countries in which they orig­
inated. 



C H A P T E R X X V I I I . 

REGISTRATION OF L E T T E R S . 

SEC. 463. Only letters, or other mail-matter on which letter rate of 
postage is fully prepaid, can be registered. 

SEC. 464. The fee for registering a domestic letter, i. e., a letter mailed 
at any post-office in the United States or Territories, and addressed to 
any other office in the United States or Territories, is fixed at fifteen 
cents, in addition to the regular letter rate of postage. 

SEC.'465. Letters and other correspondence can be registered to the 
following foreign countries and places, on prepayment of a fee of eight 
(8) cents in addition to the established rates of postage, (see table of 
postages, chapter of foreign mails,) viz: Belgium, Germany, Great 
Britain and Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, The Netherlands, Panama, Shanghai, 
Switzerland, Yokohama, (Japan;) and to the following countries, on 
prepayment of a fee of ten (10) cents in addition to the established 
rates of postage, viz: Brazil, Denmark, Faroe Islands, Greenland, Ice­
land, New Zealand, (via San Francisco.) 

SEC. 466. Letters and other correspondence can be registered, via 
England, to any of the following-named countries and places, on pre­
payment of a fee of sixteen (16) cents in addition to the established 
rates of postage, viz: Australia, Azores Islands, Borneo, Cape of Good 
Hope, Cape de Yerde Islands, East India, Falkland Islands, Fernando 
Po, Gambia, Gibraltar, Gold Coast, Java, Lagos, (Africa,) Liberia, 
Madeira, Malta, Mauritius, Natal, New Zealand, Philippine Islands, 
Portugal, Sierra Leone, St. Helena. 

SEC. 467. Letters ONLY can be registered, via British Packet Agencies 
at St. Thomas, Havana, or Panama, to any of the following places on 
prepayment of a fee of eight (8) cents in addition to the established 
rates of postage, viz: Belize, Bolivia, Chili, Graytown, Guiana, Peru, 
Turks Island, West Indies. 
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SEC. 468. Letters ONLY can be registered, via Germany, to any of the 
following countries and places, on prepayment of a fee of eight (8) 
cents in addition to the established rates of postage, viz: Constantino­
ple, Egypt, (Lower and Middle,) Greece, Heligoland, Jerusalem, Molda­
via, Norway, Eoumania, Russia, Servia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Walla-
chia. 

SEC. 469. Letters ONLY can be registered, on prepayment of a fee of 
five (5) cents in addition to the established rates of postage, to Canada, 
Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland. 

SEC. 470. The following-named blanks are required for use in the 
registration of letters, and are furnished on application to the First 
Assistant Postmaster-General, viz: 

Begistered-letter bill and return registered-letter bill. 
Registered-letter receipts. (Eeceipt for a registered letter, with cor­

responding marginal entry, and return registered-letter receipt.) 
Account of registered letters received. 
Account of registered letters sent. 
Receipts for registered letters delivered. 
Record of registered matter in transit. 
Receipt for registered packages. 
Record-books for postal-clerks and route-agents. 
SEC. 471. Registered-package envelopes and seals, and ordinary en­

velopes for official use in the registration of letters, are furnished, on 
application, by the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 472. Postmasters must not allow their supply of registered-
package envelopes and seals, or any of the blanks used, to become 
exhausted. Being without these articles will not be accepted by the 
Department as an excuse for refusing to register. 

SEC. 473. In case the supply of these envelopes at any post-office 
shall become exhausted before the new supply ordered has been 
received, the postmaster will obtain from the nearest post-office such 
number as can be conveniently spared, being careful to return an equal 
number when the new supply arrives. This practice of borrowing, 
however, must not become habitual, and a postmaster will not be 
considered excusable for allowing his supply of " registered-package 
envelopes" to become exhausted a second time. 

SEC. 474. When a letter is presented for registration at any post-
office, the postmaster must require that the name and post-office address 
of the writer thereof be indorsed on its face; he must see that the 
postage, as well as the " fee " for registering, is fully prepaid by postage-
stamps affixed to such letter; he will then fill out the "receipt for a 
registered letter," entering the registered number of the letter, the date 
and name of his office, the name and address of the writer, and the 
address of the letter, sign and deliver it to the person presenting the 
letter, after filling up the corresponding marginal stub in the same 
manner. (The marginal entry or stub is to be retained by the postmaster.) 
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The letter will then be plainly numbered to correspond with the receipt 
given to the sender, and postmarked, and the stamp thereon canceled* 
The "return registered-letter receipt" is next to be filled out with the 
same items as have been inserted in the marginal stub; this receipt 
must be attached to the letter in such manner that it can be readily 
removed at the office at which the letter is to be delivered. 

SEC. 475. The postmaster will then enter in a "registered-letter bill," 
on the first line in the heading, the name of his office; on the second 
line, the date of mailing; and on the third line, the name of the office 
to which the same is to be sent. He will next enter in the proper col­
umns in the body of the bill the name of the party to whom the letter 
is addressed, and that of the office of destination; also the number of 
the letter, and the number of the registered-package envelope in which 
it is tp be inclosed. Then record the letter on "account of registered 
letters sent," copying thereon the items given in "registered-letter bill." 
The "return registered-letter bill," which must be separated from the 
"registered-letter bill," will then be filled up the same as the "regis­
tered-letter bill," except that the name of the office to which it is to be 
sent must be inserted on the first line in the heading, the second line 
left blank for date of receipt at the office to which it is to be sent, and 
the third line in the heading must contain the name of the mailing 
office, together with the time of mailing. When the time approaches for 
closing the mail, he will inclose the letter, together with the "registered-
letter bill," in the "registered-package envelope," which must be se­
curely sealed, plainly postmarked, with the date of mailing, numbered, 
addressed to the postmaster at the office to which it is sent, and placed 
in the proper pouch, or delivered into the hands of the route-agent 
or postal-railway clerk authorized to receive the same. The "return 
registered-letter bill" must be inclosed in an envelope, (furnished by the 
Department for the purpose,) and forwarded (unregistered) by the same 
mail to the postmaster to whom the registered-package envelope is ad­
dressed. 

SEC. 476. If there be a distributing office located on the route be­
tween the mailing office and the office of destination of the letter, the 
postmaster must, in filling up the "registered-letter bill" and return 
bill, enter under the proper heading the name of such distributing post-
office, adding the initials " D . P. O.," and in the body of the bills give 
the office of destination, and the registered-package envelope must be 
addressed to the postmaster at such distributing office. Should there 
be more than one distributing office on the route between the mailing 
office and office of destination, the letter must be billed and enveloped 
to the LAST of such distributing offices. 

SEC. 477. Postmasters at distributing offices n ust be careful to re­
tain in their accounts of registered letters, and on the registered-letter 
bills, the ORIGINAL NUMBER of the letters. 

SEC. 478. In case a package too large to be inclosed in a " registered-
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package envelope" is presented for registration at any post-office, it 
should be securely wrapped, and a "registered-package envelope," 
properly directed and numbered, secured to the wrapper by paste, 
twine, or otherwise, in such a manner that it will not become displaced 
before reaching its destination. The weight of a package, however, 
must not exceed four pounds, the limit fixed by law. 

SEC. 479. If the letter is destined for a foreign country, no " return 
registered letter receipt" is required to be used. The registered-letter 
bill and return registered-letter bill must be prepared for mailing to the 
proper exchange office, and the registered-package envelope addressed to 
such office. The list of exchange offices is given in Chapter XLII. T — 

SEC. 480. Registered letters must never be sent except inclosed in 
one of the " registered-package envelopes" furnished by the Department 
for that purpose to all post-offices. 

SEC. 481. Registered-package envelopes, when mailed, must never be 
wrapped in paper or tied in a package with letters or other matter. 
The postmaster, his deputy, or a duly qualified clerk, must be prepared 
at any time to make affidavit that any particular " registered-package 
envelope" left the mailing office inclosed in a pouch properly locked and 
labeled, and was forwarded by the proper route; and in all cases where 
it is practicable, two persons should be present at the mailing of a reg­
istered-package envelope, and be prepared to testify as above, in case it 
should be required. 

SEC. 482. The numbering of registered letters must commence anew 
each quarter; the first one received being No. 1, the second No. 2, and 
so on to the end of the quarter. The registered-package envelopes must 
also be numbered anew each quarter, commencing with No. 1. 

SEC. 483. If a registered-package envelope is to be transmitted over 
a route on which there is a route-agent or postal-railway clerk, the 
postmaster will fill up a " receipt for registered packages," which, with 
the packages, he will deliver to such agent or clerk, who will, if possible, 
immediately sign and return him the receipt; but if it is to be trans­
mitted over a route on which there is no route-agent or postal-railway 
clerk, the postmaster will, after filling up the receipt, attach it to the 
registered-package envelope in such manner that it can be easily re­
moved, and place it in the pouch. The postmaster at the office where 
the pouch is next opened will detach, sign, and return the receipt by 
mail to the postmaster by whom sent. 

SEC. 484. The postmaster opening a pouch as provided for in the 
preceding section, after signing and returning the receipt, will affix to 
the envelope a similar receipt, which in turn will be detached at the 
next office, signed, and returned to him. This process will be repeated 
by every postmaster opening the pouch until it reaches its destination, 
thus forming a chain of receipts. 

SEC. 485. Every postmaster, route-agent, or railway clerk through 
whose hands a "registered-package envelope" shall pass in transmission 
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through the mail, is required to make a record of the number, postmark, 
and direction of the same, in the book or blank sheet provided for that 
purpose, together with its condition when received by him. 

SEC. 486. Postmasters at separating offices, and postmasters at all 
offices where pouches are opened containing mail-matter for other offices 
on the same route, will make upon the sheets of "record of registered 
matter in transit" a note of every registered package of letters, stamps, 
or envelopes which may pass through their offices, entering the number, 
date, postmark, and direction of each such package, and the condition 
thereof. They will be at all times prepared to make prompt reply to 
any inquiry from a special agent or postmaster concerning any such 
package. The "registered-package envelopes" are of so conspicuous 
an appearance that their presence among the contents of any opened 
mail-pouch cannot fail to be observed, and an omission to make the 
note required will not be excused. The sheets upon which these entries 
are made must be carefully preserved by the postmaster, kept in good 
order, and be at all times open to the inspection of special agents. 

SEC. 487. In no case shall a postmaster, route-agent, or postal-clerk 
give a receipt for a registered letter without carefully examining it and 
indorsing a statement of its condition across the face of the receipt, 
and also in the blank printed for the purpose on the envelope, together 
with his name and that of his office or route, and the date of receipt. 
In case the length of time the mail conveyance stops at a station will 
not permit of the careful examination of the registered package pre­
sented by the postmaster for receipt and transmission, the agent or 
clerk will examine the same at the earliest possible moment, and return 
the receipt by mail to the postmaster from whom he received the package. 

SEC. 488. Registered matter that is to pass from a route-agent or 
postal-clerk into the hands of another railway postal-clerk or route-
agent, on a connecting or intersecting route leading from or past a way 
office on his route at which he delivers mail, for which he cannot at the 
time obtain a receipt of such clerk or agent, be will send with a receipt, 
the same as above direated in case of registered matter for delivery 
from such way office, and the postmaster at such way office is required 
to sign and return such receipt by the next mail to the address of the 
postal-clerk or route-agent leaving the same, and to take a receipt of 
the postal-clerk or agent to whom he may deliver such registered 
matter. When this receipt is returned properly signed, he will make 
a note of the fact on his book of record opposite the description of the 
registered package, and file away the receipt for future reference. 

SEC. 489. When a head clerk or route-agent has registered matter 
that is to pass through the hands of another railway postal-clerk or 
route-agent, on a connecting or intersecting route leading from or past 
his terminal office, and he cannot at the time obtain a receipt of such 
clerk or agent, (as positive safety to registered matter is of more importance 
than expedition, and as there is no positive safety without a perfect chain of 
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receipts,) he will take such registered matter into his terminal office, and 
take a receipt for the same upon his book of record the same as for 
registered matter left there for delivery. 

SEC. 490. All registered packages, including stamps, stamped envel­
opes and postal-cards, must, when practicable, be conveyed by route-
agents or postal-clerks in a leather pouch separate from all other mail-
matter. They must be receipted for by route-agents or postal-clerks 
personally, and delivered by them personally to the proper officers, except 
in case a package is destined for a way office on a route, when the same 
will be placed in the pouch for that office, with a receipt attached, which 
the postmaster receiving will sign and return by the next mail. 

SEC. 491. All registered matter must be kept separate from the ordi­
nary mail, and in that part of the office most secure from accident or 
theft. 

SEC. 492; On the arrival of a mail at any office, the pouch shall be 
opened only by the postmaster, his deputy, or a sworn clerk; and if a 
"registered-package envelope" addressed to the postmaster be found, 
search shall be made among the ordinary letters received by the same 
mail for the envelope addressed to the postmaster containing the "return 
bill," which should have been sent at the same time. The "registered-
package envelope" will then be opened, (by cutting the end thereof,) 
and retained on file, and the registered numbers and addresses of the 
registered letters contained therein compared with the entries which 
appear on the registered and return bills. If these are found to cor­
respond, the date on which the letter or letters are received must be 
entered on the return bill, and the word " Correct" indorsed thereon, 
with the signature of the postmaster, and the "return bill" forwarded 
by next mail to the postmaster of the office from which it was received. 
The number, name of person addressed, and postmark (with date) on 
each letter, are then to be entered on the sheet of "receipts for reg­
istered letters delivered," each item inits proper column, and the appro­
priate entries, copied from the registered-letter bill, made in the account 
of " registered letters received." 

SEC. 493. When a registered package is received at an office for de­
livery, the postmaster will require the person receiving it to sign his or 
her name in the last column of the sheet of " receipts for registered 
letters delivered," and also sign the " return registered-letter receipt." 
The date of delivery must then be entered in the column headed "date 
of delivery" on the sheet of receipts, and the postmark of the office of 
delivery must be affixed to the return receipt, which will be detached 
from the letter and immediately forwarded, in one of the envelopes fur-
nishedby the Department, to the postmaster at the office where the letter 
was originally mailed, ivho tcill deliver the return receipt to the person icho , 
sent the letter. (It will be noted that the return bill is always to be re­
turned to the postmaster at the office from which the registered-letter 
bill was received, whether it be a distributing office or the office of origi-
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nal mailing; but the return receipt is in all cases to be returned to the 
office from which the letter was originally sent.) Registered letters must 
never be delivered to any person but the one to whom they are addressed, 
or to a person whom the postmaster knows to be authorized to receive 
them. A receipt for each registered letter delivered must always appear 
on the sheet provided for that purpose. 

SEC. 494. Upon the receipt of a registered letter for delivery, the 
postmaster must ascertain whether the full postage and registry fee are 
prepaid thereon, as required by law; and if any part of the postage re­
mains .unpaid, it must be collected from the receiver, and stamps to the 
amount affixed to the letter and canceled before delivery. 

SEC. 495. When a registered letter arrives addressed to a person who 
has removed, or who for any other cause wishes it forwarded to him at 
another office, it may be done at his written request. A memorandum of 
the order to forward should be entered on the account of registered 
letters received, opposite the name of the person making the request. 
The letter should then be sent forward as a registered letter, in the same 
manner as if originally mailed as one, but no additional registry fee nor 
postage is to be charged on it. The order for forwarding must be filed 
by the postmaster as his voucher. 

SEC. 496. If a registered letter or package received at an office for de­
livery is not delivered within the specified time, i. e., thirty days or such 
time as may be named in a request indorsed on the face of the letter, 
the postmaster must, if within that period he has been unable to deliver 
it, return it to the postmaster at the mailing office, duly registered, with­
out additional charge for registry or postage, provided the letter bears 
the name of the writer on its face. But if the name of the writer does 
not appear, it must be forwarded to the Dead-Letter Office, as provided 
in Section 438, chapter on dead letters. 

SEC. 497. On receipt of a "returned" registered letter, the post­
master will deliver it to the writer, taking a receipt therefor; but if, 
after reasonable and diligent effort, it cannot be so delivered, the post­
master will, at the expiration of thirty days from its receipt, forward it 
to the Dead-Letter Office. 

SEC. 498. If, on the opening of a pouch arriving at any post-office, a 
return bill be found addressed to the postmaster, and no corresponding 
registered-package envelope nor registered letters be found or received 
within a few days, the postmaster will indorse the same "Not received," 
and forward it by mail to the postmaster at the office from wThich it was 
sent, and also report all the facts by letter to the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General, depredation division, Washington, D. C ; also to 
the nearest resident special agent of the Department, in order that the 
case may be investigated. In case the missing letters should after­
ward be received, the postmaster will at once notify the above-men­
tioned officers of the fact. If, on the arrival of a "registered-pack­
age envelope" at any post-office, no return bill has been received, the 
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postmaster will, after opening the " registered-package envelope," fill up 
from the numbers, addresses, &c, of the registered letters, a return bill, 
and send it to the postmaster at the office from which the " registered-
package envelope" was sent, indorsing upon the same as follows: "No 
bill received," which will be considered an acknowledgment of the receipt 
of the letters. If the bill should afterward arrive, it should be indorsed 
"Correct," and forwarded according to instructions above. 

SEC. 499. Registered-package envelopes which have been received at 
an office, and the contents properly delivered, returned, or forwarded to 
the Dead-Letter Office, must be kept on file for a period of twelve 
months from date of receipt, when they will be forwarded to the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 500. At the expiration of each quarter, postmasters must for­
ward to the Department (Third Assistant Postmaster-General) a report, 
showing, separately, the number of domestic registered letters sent and 
fees thereon; number of foreign registered letters and fees thereon; and 
registered-package envelopes used, of each class. 

SEC. 501. Postmasters receiving registered letters from foreign coun­
tries, with " return registered-letter receipts" attached, will be careful to 
have the same properly signed, &c, by the person addressed, and im­
mediately returned to the United States exchange offices from which 
such letters and receipts were received—New York, Philadelphia, Bos­
ton, or Chicago, as the case may be. 

SEC. 502. Postmasters, special agents, and all others in the service 
are particularly enjoined to report promptly any neglect or violation of 
these regulations which may come to their knowledge; and upon satis­
factory proof thereof being presented to the Department, the post­
master, route-agent, or other officer in fault will be liable to immediate 
removal from office. A disregard of the regulations can easily be dis­
covered, and the delinquent officer brought to account for his miscon­
duct. But it is expected that all connected with the service will feel 
such an interest in its efficiency and improvement as to induce them, 
from that motive alone, to give careful attention to every duty pre­
scribed. 

SEC. 503. Registered matter passing between distributing post-offices, 
after being billed and enveloped in accordance with Sections 474 and 475, 
must be inclosed in a pouch, secured by a lock furnished by the Depart­
ment for the purpose, with a label affixed thereto bearing the name of 
the office of destination of such pouch, and also the postmark of the 
mailing office. The pouch will then be delivered into the hands of the 
proper route-agent or postal-clerk, who will receipt for and otherwise 
treat the same as though it were a registered package. 

[NOTE.—The Department has not, as yet, determined upon the lock 
to be used, as provided in the preceding section; but upon the adoption 
of a lock, the proper offices will be furnished with the same, together 
with full instructions as to its use.J 



243 

SEC. 504. Postmasters will hand to the letter-carriers, for delivery, all 
registered letters, (except those addressed to box-holders,) first requir­
ing them to sign their names in the last column of the sheet for "re­
ceipts for registered letters delivered." The carrier will, on the deliv­
ery of every such letter, require the person receiving it to sign the 
" return registered-letter receipt," and also a receipt for the same in a 
book furnished for that purpose. 

SEC. 505. Under Section 190 of the law, it is the duty of post­
masters to register, without fee, all letters containing fractional or other 
currency of the United States sent to the Treasurer of the United 
States for redemption, and delivered to them for mailing. 

In every such case they will be governed by the following regula­
tions : 

First. They will require the contents of every such letter or package 
to be exhibited to them, with a descriptive list of the contents, giving 
an accurate and detailed description of the money to be remitted. In 
the case of fractional currency, the number and denomination of pieces 
will be sufficient; but of currency of denomination of one dollar and 
upward, the letter, number or series^ and date of each note, as well as 
the denomination, must be given. 

Second. This list must be carefully examined and compared with the 
money to be remitted, and when found to be correct will be filed in the 
office, to be subject at all times to the inspection of proper agents of this 
Department. 

Third. The money will then be inclosed and the package sealed in 
presence of the postmaster, who will then give the usual registered-
letter receipt therefor. 

Fourth. The letter or package will then be disposed of in the same 
manner as is provided for other registered letters; but for the sake of 
further security, the postmaster must be ready to prove beyond question, 
in every case, by a disinterested ivitness, that such letter or package was 
duly mailed in the mode prescribed for registered letters; otherwise, 
should the letter or package be lost, he will be held responsible 
therefor. 

SEC. 506. Under the above-mentioned section (190) of the law, the 
postmaster at Washington will register, in like manner, without fee, all 
letters mailed by the Treasurer of the United States marked with the 
word " register." ' 

SEC. 507. While the Department does not claim to hold postmasters 
responsible under their official bond for registered packages, yet, in 
order as far as possible to protect the public, they and all other agents 
of the Department handling the said packages, and failing to account 
for the same, will be held responsible for the value of their contents. 
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OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR OF THE TREASURY FOR THE 
POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

SEC. 508. To this office, which is not a bureau of the Post-Office De­
partment, but an office of the Treasury Department, established for the 
adjustment and preservation of the accounts of the former, are assigned 
the duties of examining the returns of postmasters, and of notifying 
them of errors found therein; of adjusting their accounts; of designa­
ting the post-offices from which contractors shall make collections, and 
of furnishing them the blank orders and receipts necessary for that pur­
pose; and, upon receipt of such collection-orders, together with the 
acknowledgments of collections and of certificates from the inspection-
office of the performance of service, of adjusting their quarterly com­
pensation, and of transmitting to them the drafts issued in payment of 
the balances found due; of adjusting the accounts for all blanks 
furnished to post-offices, for advertising, mail-bags, mail locks and keys, 
stamps, special agents, and all other demands properly arising under 
the laws, contracts, regulations, or orders of the Department; of closing 
the accounts of the Department quarterly, and of reporting the amounts 
paid by postmasters pursuant to appropriations made bylaw; and of 
registering, charging, and countersigning all warrants upon the Treas­
ury for receipts and payments when warranted by law, as well as all 
drafts issued in payment or collection of debts. 

SEC. 509. To the Auditor is also assigned the duty of adjusting and 
settling the money-order accounts of postmasters, and attending to all 
correspondence relating thereto. 

SEC. 510. It is the duty of the Auditor to report to the Postmaster-
General all delinquencies on the part of postmasters in paying over the 
moneys in their hands, all failures of postmasters to render their quar-
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terly returns according to law, and all failures of appointees to 
qualify. 

SEC. 511. To the Auditor is also assigned the duty of collecting from 
late postmasters balances due the United States upon their general 
postal and money-order accounts; and in cases of failure to collect such 
balances by drafts in favor of postmasters or other authorized agents 
of the Department, to prepare and transmit to the Department of Jus­
tice certified copies of all accounts and papers necessary for the insti­
tution of legal proceedings against such late postmasters and their 
sureties. 

SEC. 512. To the Auditor should be transmitted all quarterly and 
general accounts; ail vouchers and letters relating thereto; all receipts 
of postmasters for money and stamps turned over to them by their pre­
decessors or other postmasters; all acknowledgments of drafts issued 
in payment of balances; all receipts of mail contractors for, and their 
acknowledgment of, the collections from postmasters; all letters admit­
ting or contesting balances due on the general accounts of postmasters 
and mail contractors ; all receipts for drafts issued in collecting such 
balances; all letters returning such drafts, or reporting the non-payment 
thereof; and all letters in relation to the settlement of the money-order 
accounts of postmasters. 
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T H E QUARTERLY RETURN. 

SEC. 513. At the close of every quarter, which is on the last day of 
March, June, September, and December, every postmaster must make 
up his accounts and forward transcripts of them to the Auditor. The 
originals must be retained by the postmaster, subject to inspection. 
QUARTERLY RETURNS MUST NOT BE ADDRESSED TO THE THIRD AS­

SISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

SEC. 514. The quarterly return is composed of the following accounts 
and papers : 

1. A transcript of the account of money received during the quarter on 
mails sent from the office where it is impossible to procure stamps at 
the time the letters are mailed. The entries in this account must, of 
course, be made every post day, before the mail is sent from the office. 

2. A transcript of the account of unpaid postages on mails received at 
the office for the quarter. At all large offices the entries in this ac­
count should be made daily, and it should be transcribed daily, so as to 
prevent any delay in making it out at the close of the quarter. 

. 3. A transcript of the account of regular newspapers and pamphlets re­
ceived at the office during the quarter, to which is to be added the 
amount of the miscellaneous account. 

4. From the post-offices where such accounts should be kept, a tran-
• script of the account of ship and steamboat letters received in the quarter, 
and the moneys paid for them. 

5. A transcript of the account of letters sent by sea from the offices at 
seaports. 

6. Accounts and receipts for contingent expenses. 
7. The account of dead letters upon which postages remain unpaid, 

and a bill of them. 
8. The account-current. 
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SEC. 515. Postmasters are strictly required to fill the blanks in the 
account-current, as also those at the head of each page of their accounts 
of mails received and sent, and carefully to add each and every column 
of said accounts. They will then recapitulate the amount of each col­
umn on a blank page, so as to enable the Auditor to report quarterly 
the aggregate amount of such columns. 

SEC. 516. The expense account and the box-rent account, with the 
vouchers belonging to them, must also accompany the quarterly account 
of all postmasters whose duty it is to render such accounts. A recapit­
ulation of the expense account must also accompany the quarterly 
return. 

SEC. 517. To insure a correct and expeditious settlement of the quar­
terly accounts of postmasters, it is indispensable that each return 
should arrive at thQ Department in one perfect, unbroken bundle or 
packet. Each postmaster, therefore, should observe the following 
directions in packing up his returns for transmission in the mail: 

SEC. 518. Put up each part of the return, if large, in a separate par­
cel, with strong paper, tying it with twine, and writing on each parcel 
its proper contents, and the name of the office, county, and State. 
Then pack up all the parcels constituting the entire quarterly return in 
one compact bundle or packet, and having postmarked it, direct it 
p l a i n l y t o t h e "AUDITOR OF THE TREASURY FOR TJIE POST-OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT." The words, "Quarterly returns," should be plainly 
written on the package. 

SEC. 519. N o LETTER, RECEIPT, PAPER, OR OTHER THING WHAT­

EVER, NOT STRICTLY BELONGING TO THE QUARTERLY RETURN, AS 
ENUMERATED AND DESCRIBED IN THIS CHAPTER, SHOULD BE PUT UP 
IN IT. 

SEC. 520. Newspaper account.—Every postmaster will keep an account 
in which he will enter at the beginning of the quarter, or on first re­
ceiving any particular paper, all newspapers by name that are to come 
regularly to his office, and in the proper column, opposite each paper, 
the amount of postage thereon for the quarter. The postage is to be 
collected in advance. In the same account, and in the same manner, 
he will enter all periodicals regularly received, and which have not 
been prepaid at the mailing office. At the end of the quarter he will 
correct this account, first, by adding to it all the extras, supplements, 
and duplicates of said papers which have been received; and second, 
by deducting the amount he may have refunded for papers which failed 
to arrive. 

SEC. 521. An account, in the form prescribed by the Department, 
must be kept by every postmaster of all printed matter received at his 
office other than that embraced in the above account, and on which the 
postage was payable at his office. This account will therefore include 
the amount of postage on each and every transient newspaper, unsealed 
circular, handbill, engraving, pamphlet, periodical, magazine, book, and 
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every other description of printed matter received at his office, except 
newspapers for actual and bona-fide subscribers, and periodicals pub­
lished at intervals of not more than three months. I t will also include 
the postage on any such matter deliverable at his office, which, through 
inattention of the postmaster, or otherwise, may not have been prepaid 
at the mailing office, and the postage on every description of printed 
matter mailed or received at his office to or from foreign countries. 

SEC. 522. Where a postmaster collects from regular subscribers the 
postage on printed matter for more than a quarter in advance, he must 
account in each quarterly return for that portion only which has been 
collected for that particular quarter. 

SEC. 523. In case of a change of postmasters, the late postmaster 
should turn over to his successor all postages collected in advance of 
the quarter in which he surrenders the office. 

SEC. 524. The postmaster must forward with his quarterly return a 
complete transcript of his newspaper account, both regular and transient. 
In case of a failure to do so, the Auditor will charge, in the settlement 
of the quarterly return, the full amount of quarterly newspaper postages 
reported in the sworn statement upon which the salary of the office was 
based. 

SEC. 525. Postmasters should never send an account-current without the 
transcripts from which it is made up; and never neglect to send with the 
transcripts an account-current. The postmaster's signature should be 
attached to each paper. 

SEC. 526. Quarterly returns must be made upon the regular blanks 
furnished by the First Assistant Postmaster-General. Written accounts 
will not be audited. 

SEC. 527. A quarterly return must not include more than the business 
of one quarter. 

SEC. 528. Postmasters at offices of the first, second, and third classes 
will be furnished by the Auditor, on application, with printed labels, 
which they are required to paste upon the package containing their 
quarterly returns. The use of these labels in transmitting to the Auditor 
the quarterly returns enables the receiving clerks to distinguish these 
returns from those of fourth and fifth class offices, and very greatly 
expedites the settlement of the accounts. 

SEC. 529. Postmasters at offices of the first, second, and third classes 
are required to transmit with their quarterly returns, upon the printed 
blank furnished them for that purpose, a detailed statement of stamps, 
stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards received 
during the quarter. 

SEC. 530. Where a change of postmaster occurs, the outgoing post­
master will render an account to and including the day upon which the 
office is delivered to his successor; and the successor will render an 
account for the remainder of the quarter, unless, by agreement between 
the parties, the late postmaster or his successor renders the account for 
the entire quarter. 
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SEC. 531. In case of the death of a postmaster, the assistant, deputy, 
or the sureties may render the account to and including the day upon 
which the new postmaster enters upon the discharge of his duties. Such 
account will be duly audited, compensation allowed in the settlement of 
the same, and credited to the account of the deceased postmaster. 

SEC. 532. The execution of a new bond by a postmaster does not in 
any way change the manner of rendering the quarterly return; as the 
sureties upon the former bond are held responsible until the last day of 
the quarter in which the new bond is executed. 

SEC. 533. Many postmasters are in the habit of forwarding to the 
Department, contrary to regulation, their original accounts, keeping no 
duplicate or copy. This violation of rule cannot be permitted or over­
looked. Transcripts or copies only must be sent, and the original accounts 
must be carefully preserved for inspection by any agent of the Depart­
ment who may require it. 

SEC. 534. The quarterly account-current and all other official papers 
must be signed by the postmaster himself, unless necessarily absent or 
sick, in which case it may be signed as follows: 

A B , P. 31., 
By C D , Assistant P. M. 

The blank heading of the account-current must be filled up with the 
name of the office, its county^and State. 

SEC. 535. The accounts of all postmasters are examined and adjusted 
by the Auditor as they are received, and the errors, if there be any, are 
carefully corrected, and the postmasters at offices of the first, second, 
and third classes are notified of the corrections made. Postmasters at 
all other offices are notified of errors which increase by as much as fifty 
cents the balance due to the United States. Postmasters, therefore, 
will understand that any alteration in the balances of their accounts is 
occasioned either by the correction of some numerical error, or by some 
deviation on their part from a strict conformity to the law and the 
instructions. 

SEC. 536. Postmasters are required to forward, with their quarterly 
accounts, a sworn statement that such quarterly accounts exhibit truly 
and faithfully the entire receipts collected at their respective offices 
and the entire sum which could have been by due diligence collected 
thereat, and that the credits claimed are just and true, as they verily 
believe. The following is a form for such statement: 

" I , -, postmaster of - , do swear (or affirm, as the case 
may be) that the accounts which I have rendered to the Post-Office 
Department for the quarter ended , 18—, exhibit truly and faith­
fully the entire receipts of my office which have been collected thereat, 
and the entire sum which could have been, by due diligence, collected 
thereat during the period above stated, and that the credits claimed in 
the said accounts are just and true, as I verily believe; and further-
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more, that during the said period I have not knowingly delivered or 
permitted to be delivered to any person any mail-matter on which the 
postage had not been paid at the time of such delivery. 

« _? Postmaster. 

" Sworn and subscribed before the undersigned (a magistrate or justice 
of the peace) for the of , this day of , 
A. D. 18—. 

SEC. 537. Every postmaster shall keep in a book, separate from his 
other accounts, a record— 

1. Of all postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, 
and postal-cards received by him. 

2. Of all postal books, blanks, or other property turned over by his 
predecessor, or received from the Post-Office Department, or from any 
of its agents, during his term of office. 

3. Of all payments of postages in money. 
4. Of all box-rents. (The entry of money received for box-rents should 

show the number of the box and the period for which the payment was 
made.) 

5. Of all other rents, emoluments, and moneys received by him as 
postmaster, or as custodian of the building in which the post-office is 
located. 

SEC. 538. Every postmaster will keep the above accounts separately, 
and charge himself with all receipts thereon. He will make quarterly 
returns thereof to the Auditor, and turn over his records to his suc­
cessor. 

SEC. 539. If any postmaster shall neglect to render his quarterly re­
turns within one month after the expiration of the quarter, and in the 
form and manner prescribed by law and by the Postmaster-General's 
instructions, he shall forfeit the amount of his quarterly salary, and will 
be charged on his general account with all stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper-wrappers, and postal-cards which were in his hands at the time 
of rendering his last returns, and also all that may have been sent him 
during the quarter for which his returns are delinquent. 

SEC. 540. The postmaster, though he may have mailed his returns, 
will not be considered as discharged from the penalty mentioned in the 
foregoing section, unless, after bein% notified that they have not been 
received at the Department, he transmits forthicith duplicate transcripts 
from the original accounts retained in his possession. 
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T H E QUARTERLY ACCOUNT-CURRENT. 

SEC. 541. The quarterly account-current is numbered to consist of 
twenty-six articles, and full instructions with reference to making out 
such accounts are given below: 

In Article 1, every postmaster will make himself debtor for the whole 
amount of postage on the unpaid letters, if any, which remained on 
hand at the close of the preceding quarter. 

In Article 2, every postmaster will make himself debtor for the whole 
amount of the postage on all unpaid letters. 

In Article 3, every postmaster will debit himself with amount of postage 
uyxdereharged on letters from other offices. (For instructions on this 
point see note at bottom of sheets of " mails received.") 

In Articles 4 and 5, every postmaster will debit himself with the num­
ber and amount of ship and steamboat letters received for delivery. 

In Article 6, every postmaster will debit himself with the whole amount 
he has paid during the quarter for advertising letters in newspapers, 
and credited as contingent expenses. He will mark the cost of adver­
tising on. each letter advertised. Upon every letter delivered he will 
collect this cost, in addition to the postage, and upon those remaining, 
sent as dead letters to the Department, he will also charge it. (Post­
masters are not allowed to pay for advertising lists of non-delivered letters 
unless by special authority from the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.) 

In Article 7, every postmaster will credit himself with amount of 
postage on unpaid letters which have been missent to and forwarded 
from his office, and the amount overcharged on letters received at his 
office. 

In Article 8, every postmaster will credit himself with the amount of 
postage on unpaid dead letters, if any, remaining in his office at the end 
of the quarter, and on letters refused, or which could not be delivered, 
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and sent to the Department as dead. This credit will include the cost 
of advertising any letters returned, and its amount will be the aggregate 
amount of the bill then to be made out. This bill is to be prepared 
from the duplicates which the postmaster must keep of the bills sent 
during the quarter to the Dead-Letter Office. 

In Article 9, the amount of postage of unpaid letters, if any on hand 
at the close of the quarter, is now to be entered to his credit. This is 
a temporary credit, given because the postmaster is already charged 
with the amount in Article 2 of this account. The exact sum of this 
temporary credit must be entered to his debit in the first article of his 
next quarterly account. 

Having added together the sums of the first six mentioned articles, 
and placed the amount at the foot of the column, and at the foot of the 
column in the same line opposite, he will then deduct the sum of 
Articles 7, 8, and 9 from this amount, and the balance will be the 
amount of the letter postage collected by him during the quarter. 

The balance which has been placed on the credit side of the account 
as Article 10 is now to be entered to his debit as Article 11. 

In Article 12, the postmaster will debit himself with the whole amount 
of unpaid postage on circulars, books, newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, 
and other printed matter received at his office during the quarter; also, 
(13) the amount of postage paid in money on such matter sent from his 
office during the quarter. * 

In Article 14, the postmaster will deduct, if entered in the account, 
the amount of postage on such newspapers as have continued during 
the quarter to come to the office after he has given the publishers one 
month's notice that they are not taken out. He will sell such news­
papers, and, in Article 15, he will charge himself with the amount 
received therefor. 

In Article 16, the postmaster will debit himself with the amount 
received for waste paper and twine sold during the quarter. 

In Article 17, the postmaster will charge himself with the amount of 
box-rents collected for the quarter. 

In Article 18, the postmaster will charge himself with amount of 
postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-
cards received from the Department or his predecessor in office, and on 
hand at the close of the last quarter, to which he will add (Article 19) 
the amount of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, 
and postal-cards received from the Department during the present 
quarter. From this gross amount he will deduct (Article 20) the amount 
of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and postal-
cards on hand at the close of the quarter, showing the amount (Article 
21) sold during the quarter. Credit for damaged stamps and stamped 
envelopes returned to the Department must be entered in the general 
account upon receipt of the notice from the Third Assistant Postmaster-
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G e n e r a l . SUCH CREDIT MUST NOT BE TAKEN IN THE QUARTERLY 

ACCOUNT-CURRENT. 
In Article 22, the postmaster will credit himself with the amount of 

his compensation for the quarter. 
In Article 23, the postmaster will set down the number of ship and 

steamboat letters which he has paid for this quarter, and enter the 
amount of such payment. 

In Article 24, it now remains for the postmaster to enter the amount 
of contingent expenses, which consist of advertising of letters and 
repairs of mail-bags, for which proper vouchers must be furnished. 

In Article 25, postmasters at offices of first and second classes will 
credit themselves with the amount of ordinary expenses for conducting 
their offices, such as rent, light, fuel, clerk-hire, &c, not to exceed one-
fourth of the annual allowance made by the Postmaster-General for 
each separate item named. (This account, it will be seen, is distinct 
from the contingent account, Article 24.) 

The postmaster will now strike the balance of the account, (Article 
26,) which should show how much he is indebted to the Department for 
postages for the quarter. 

SEC. 542. As the account-current is intended to show the net pro­
ceeds of the office for the quarter, no balance due on a former quarter, 
nor any payment to or collection for the Department, is to be inserted 
in it. All vouchers for expenses charged in the account current, 
whether for contingent or general expense account, must be transmitted 
with the said accounts, and if for advertising letters, must state the 
number of letters. Unreasonable delay not only implies neglect of the 
public business, but is calculated to bring suspicion upon the claims 
withheld; and the Department, therefore, reserves to itself the right to 
reject all such claims made after the quarterly accounts have been adjusted. 

SEC. 543. When proper authority has been given to the postmaster 
by the Postmaster-General, one cent will be allowed for advertising 
each letter, and the printers receipt must state the number of letters and 
the amount paid for advertising. 

SEC. 544. The whole amount paid for advertising must be charged on 
No. 6 of the account-current. 

SEC. 545. The cost of advertising must be marked upon each letter 
advertised, and be collected on delivery. 

SEC. 546. The postages on dead letters returned to the Department 
should include the amount paid for advertising the same, .and be cred­
ited on No. 8 of the account-current. 

SEC. 547. Postmasters must send wTith their quarterly accounts-cur­
rent a complete dead-letter bill for the whole quarter, corresponding in 
amount with the credits claimed for dead letters in Article 8. 

SEC. 548. Items relating to money-order business should not be en­
tered on the account-current. 

SEC. 549. Items relating to previous quarters should not be entered 
in subsequent returns. 
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SEC. 550. No allowance will be made for any charge to the contingent 
or incidental expense unless accompanied by the proper voucher—that 
is, a bill receipted. 

SEC. 551. No allowance can be made for fees paid for administering 
oaths to accounts. 

SEC. 552. The postmaster must indorse plainly upon the back of the 
account-current, in the blanks prepared for that purpose, the class and 
name of the office, the name of the State, the period for which the 
account is rendered, and the name of the postmaster. 

SEC. 553. Blank forms for quarterly accounts-fcurrent are furnished 
on application to the First Assistant Postmaster-General, blank agency; 
and postmasters should so arrange their orders as to have a supply 
sufficient for one year constantly on hand. 

SEC. 554. As a guide to postmasters at small offices, the following 
forms are given for an account-current, with the transcript of news­
paper-postages, dead-letter bill and box-rent account pertaining to the 
same: 



FORM OF ACCOUNT-CURRENT. 
CLASS 4.—Post-office at «-, county of • -, State of • , in account-current with the United States, for the service of the Post-Office Department, 

DR. 
from July 1 to September 30, 1872, 

CR. 

1. To postage of unpaid letters, which remained in the office at the close of the last quarter 
2. To postage of unpaid letters received from other offices this quarter 
3. To amount of postage undercharged on letters from other offices this quarter 
4. To unpaid postage of ship letters, at cents each, originally received at this office for 

this delivery 
5. To unpaid postage of steamboat letters, originally received at this office for this delivery.. 
6. To amount paid for advertising letters this quarter, and which amount has been added to the 

postage on letters so advertised , 

11. To balance brought down, being amount of postage on letters collected this quarter 
12. To amount of unpaid postage on circulars, books, newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, and other 

printed matter received at this office this quarter $1 84 
13. To amount of postage paid in money on such matter sent from this office this quarter 

14. Deduct unpaid postage on printed matter received this quarter, postage on which : 
;ed in the last item, and which matter still lies dead in the office charged i 

1 84 
06 

1 78 
35 15. Amount received for dead newspapers and printed matter sold during the quarter ... 

16. Amount received for waste paper and twine sold during the quarter 
17. Box-rent 
18. Amount of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, and wrappers received from the Department 

and on hand at close oflast quarter $250 00 
19. Amount of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, and wrappers received from the Depart­

ment this quarter k, 175 00 

20. Deduct amount of postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, and wrappers now on hand. 
21. Leaving amount of stamps and stamped envelopes sold during the quarter 

425 00 
186 75 

Value of stamps canceled during the last week of the quarter., 

2 13 
12 

6 50 

247 63 

7. By unpaid postage, overcharged this quarter 
8. By unpaid postage of dead and refused letters sent 

to the Post-Office Department this quarter 
9. By unpaid postage of letters now remaining in 

this office 
10. Balance carried down 

22. By salary 
23. By - ship and steamboat letters paid for this 

quarter, as by receipts herewith, at cents 
each. 

24. By contingent expenses, per vouchers herewith , 
25. By expenses, per vouchers herewith 

26. Balance due the United States. 

|0 13 
27 

1 03 
55 71 

35 

191 57 
247 63 

•, postmaster of - ,do- - that the accounts which I have rendered to the Post-Office Department for the quarter ending - , 187-, exhibit truly and 
faithfully the entire receipts of my office which have been collected thereat, and the entire sum which could have been, by due* diligence, collected thereat, during the period 
above stated, and that the credits claimed in the said accounts are just and true, as I verily believe; and furthermore, that during the said period I have not knowingly 
delivered or permitted to be delivered to any person any mail-matter on which the postage had not been paid at the time of such delivery. 

Sworn and subscribed before the undersigned, a for the of , this day of , A. D. 187- , Postmaster, 
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FORM OF NEWSPAPER-TRANSCRIPT. 
Account of newspapers and periodicals received at the post-office at , county of , 

and State of —-—, and which were delivered to regular subscribers, for the quarter ending September 30, 1871. 

Names of newspapers or 
periodicals. 

Anzeiger 
Age 
Artisan American 
Aurora 

Where pub­
lished. 

Notre Dame... 
Clinton 
Clinton 
Cincinnati 
New York City. 
Buffalo ".. 

State. 

Indiana. 
Iowa ... 
Iowa ... 
Ohio.... 
N.York. 
N.York. 
Mass ... 

i 

© <U A &•£ 
Ms -a p 
to 

ii 
3 
5 
2 
5 
6 
4 

How often 
published. 

ea 
M 

91 <V 
9 $ 
a> 

e3 . 

I E 

13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
3 

i . 

h 

$0 55 
15 
25 
10 
25 
30 
24 

1 84 

Name of news­
paper or other 
printed mat­
ter sold, hav­
ing remained 
in this office 
over three 
months. 

Artisan Amer. 

02 
o 
91 Q <D O 
o 
£ 

$0 35 

FORM OF TRANSCRIPT OF MAILS RECEIVED. . 
Account of mails received at , county of , State of -

Time of receiving. 

1871. 
August 26 
August 30 
September 4 
September 7 
Forwarded 

Name of office from whence received. 

Greensburgh, Kentucky 
New York City, New York 
Chicago, Illinois 

1 

Date of the bills. 

August 25 
August 28 
September 4 
September 8 

i 
Un

pa
id

 le
tte

rs
, in

­
cl

ud
in

g 
un

se
al­

ed
 c

irc
u 

la
rs

, 
ha

nd
bi

lls
, &

c. 

$0 12 
03 
38 
44 

0 97 
\ 

<T3 $ fcJO 
S3 o u « 
a 

|0 03 
03 

0 06 

91 
U . 
^ 3 
2 o 

$0 13 
0 13 

FORM OF DEAD-LETTER BILL. 
Dead letters sent from-

State of • 
menf, for the -
1871. 

-, county of— 
to the Post-Office Depart-

• ending September 30, 

Class. 

Domestic 
Domestic 
Foreign ., 
Foreign . 

No. Eates. Unpaid. 

$0 03 
03 
03 
15 

FORM OF BOX-RENT ACCOUNT. 
Quarter-yearly return of all receipts for 

boxes, drawers, <fc, by me received as post­
master of , State of , for the 
quarter ending September 30, 1871. 

Eent of boxes.. 

Eent of drawers 

No. Eate. Total. 

$3 00 

3 50 
6 50 



C H A P T E R X X X I I . 

T H E B O X - B E X T ACCOUNT. 

SEC. 555. Postmasters at offices where letter-boxes are in use must, at 
the close of each quarter, forward with their quarterly account-current 
an account under oath, to be called the box-rent account, in the follow­
ing form: 
Quarter-yearly return of all receipts for boxes, drawers, <fc., by me received as postmaster* of 

, State of ,for the quarter ending , 187—. 

Kent of boxes 
Kenf of drawers 

No. Rate. Dollars. Cents. 

I, -, postmaster of • do- • that the above and foregoing is a 
true and correct account of all receipts (profits, fees) and emoluments, other -

and subscribed before the undersigned, a • 
• day of , A. D. 187—. 

• for the • 

-, Postmaster. 

• of , this 

SEC. 556. The aggregate of the box-rent account should be carried to 
Article 17 of the account-current. 

SEC. 557. Where boxes or drawers are rented for a portion of a 
quarter only, and the number rented, multiplied by the rate per quarter, 
amounts to more than the amount actually received, that fact should be 
stated in the account. 

SEC. 558. The special attention of postmasters is directed to Section 
200, on letter-boxes in post-offices. 

17 P o 



C H A P T E R X X X I I I . 

T H E GENERAL POSTAL ACCOUNT. 

SEC. 559. Every postmaster must keep in his office a general or ledger 
account with the United States for the service of the Post-Office Department, 
subject to the inspection of the Postmaster-General, or of any general or 
special agent of the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 560. Postmasters at offices of the first, second, and third classes 
are required to transmit to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-
Office Department, at the close of each quarter, a statement of their 
general postal accounts as kept by themselves. 

SEC. 561. Postmasters at offices of the fourth and fifth classes are not 
required to render a statement of their general accounts to the Auditor 
quarterly, but this regulation does not relieve them from the duty of 
keeping such general accounts in their offices; and the Auditor may at 
any time, if he deems it necessary, require postmasters at such offices to 
furnish statements of their general accounts for examination and com­
parison with the accounts as kept in his office. 

SEC. 562. On the debit side of the general postal account the postmas­
ter will charge himself with the balance on the account, as rendered^for 
the preceding quarter; with corrections of former quarterly and general 
account; with the balance on the quarterly account for the current 
quarter; with drafts collected, giving dates when paid, dates of issue, 
numbers, names of offices and by whom paid; with deposits received, 
giving dates, names of offices and depositors; with transfers from money-
order fund to postal fund, giving dates and amounts. 

SEC. 563. On the credit side should be entered corrections of former 
quarterly and general accounts; aggregate amounts, for the quarter, paid 
to route-agents, to letter-carriers, and to railway postal clerks; amounts 
and dates of payments to contractors, mail-messengers or special mail-
carriers; deposits made, when, where, and with whom; drafts paid, 
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with dates of payment and of issue, numbers, and to whom paid; also, 
transfers from postal to money-order fund, with amount and date of 
each. 

SEC. 564. Particular care should be taken not to include in the state­
ment of the general postal accounts any items which have been charged 
or credited in the quarterly accounts-current, and also to enter only items 
of the general postal account pertaining to the quarter for which it is 
rendered. 

SEC. 565. The general postal account should not be inclosed with the 
quarterly account-current, but must be transmitted in a separate envel­
ope addressed to the "Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Depart­
ment." 

SEC. 566. The duplicate quarterly accounts, the duplicate certificates 
of deposit, the duplicate collection-orders and the drafts paid, and also 
all instructions, are to be filed as vouchers with this account, and be sub­
ject to inspection. 

SEC. 567. The postmaster, upon being furnished with a statement of 
his general account as kept by the Auditor, will immediately compare 
it with the account as kept by himself, and at once acknowledge to the 
Auditor the bsflance'appearing on such statement, or point out specifically 
the particulars wherein the accounts disagree. 

SEC. 568. Blanks for general accounts will be furnished to postmas­
ters at offices of the first, second, and third classes only, on application 
to the Auditor. 

SEC. 569. As a guide to postmasters at offices of the fourth and fifth 
classes, the following form of a general postal account is given: 

GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
Joseph Jones, postmaster at Jonestown, N. T.,in account with the United States, for the 
DR. quarter ending December 31, 1872. CR. 

Nov. 16 

To balance on general ac­
count last quarter 

To corrections on former ac­
counts 

To balance on quarterly ac­
count rendered this day 

To draft No. 6382, dated Oct, 
30,1872, on Peter McTimothy 

Total 

|49 32 
4 87 

134 12 
29 16 

217 47 

Dec. 31,1872 
Jan. 5, 1873 

By amount paid mail-mes­
senger 1 

By amount paid R. and W. 
RE. Co 

Total . 

$25 CO 
192 47 

JOSEPH JONES, Postmaster. 



C H A P T E R X X X I V . 

COLLECTION OF DEBTS DUE THE DEPARTMENT. 

SEC. 570. The collection of debts due to the Post-Office Department, 
whether by postmasters, contractors, or other persons, is assigned by 
law to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 571. Where the convenience of the service requires it, contractors 
are furnished with printed blank orders upon postmasters on their routes 
for the entire amount due the United States at the end of. the quarter. 
In such cases no form of order or receipt will be recognized except the 
printed blank furnished by the Department. A payment made otherwise than 
strictly according to the regulations is null and void. 

SEC. 572. Whenever it shall be deemed advisable by the Auditor, drafts 
will be issued for the collection of balances due by postmasters, late post­
masters, and others; and, immediately upon the receipt of such drafts 
by the postmaster in whose favor they are issued, it is his duty to notify 
the party or parties upon whom such drafts are drawn, and demand 
prompt payment thereof, as instructed by the circulars accompanying 
the drafts. 

SEC. 573. Upon the receipt of such notice and demand, it is the duty 
of the postmasters or other persons upon whom such drafts are drawn, 
to pay the amount thereof to the postmaster in whose favor they are 
issued without delay, and without risk or expense to the United States. 

SEC. 571. If the draft is collected by the postmaster, he will immedi­
ately notify the Auditor by transmitting his receipt for the amount, as 
instructed by the circular accompanying the draft, and will charge him­
self upon his general postal account with the amount of such draft. 

SEC. 575. If the postmaster, late postmaster, or other person upon 
whom the draft is drawn, fail to respond to the demand within the time 
named in the Auditor's circular of instructions, the postmaster holding 
the draft will notify the Auditor by letter of such failure, communicating 
the reply to his demand, if any be received, when further instructions 
will be sent by the Auditor. 
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SEC. 576. If the exertions of the postmaster to collect from the party 
or his sureties prove unavailing, he will communicate to the Auditor 
the cause of such failure, and also the residence and pecuniary circum­
stances of all the parties, if alive, or, if dead, the condition of their estates 
and the names of their administrators or executors. 

SEC. 577. If due diligence be not used in making the collection, or, if 
being unsuccessful, any postmaster fail to return the draft or demand 
to the Auditor, or otherwise to give notice of such failure, or fail to give 
any information required in relation to the same, such neglect and want 
of fidelity will amount to a breach of the condition of his bond, and the 
draft will be permanently charged to the general account of the post­
master holding it, and he and his sureties will be held responsible for 
the amount of the same. 

SEC. 578. The failure or refusal of a postmaster to comply strictly 
with instructions sent him in relation to the collection of drafts will be 
considered just ground for his removal from office. 

SEC. 579. Upon the return of a collection-draft upon a late postmaster 
or contractor, unpaid, the Auditor will at once prepare and transmit to 
the Department of Justice certified copies of all the accounts and other 
papers necessary for the immediate institution of a suit against the 
principal and sureties for the recovery of the balance due the United 
States. 

SEC. 530. Collection-drafts are not issued upon late postmasters for 
balances due the United States upon their money-order accounts. If a 
late postmaster fails to pay to his successor, immediately upon his taking 
charge of the office, the full amount of money-order funds in his hands, 
as shown by the last statement rendered, the Auditor will instruct the 
postmaster, by letter, to demand immediate payment of such balance; 
and if payment be not made promptly, the postmaster will be directed 
to require payment of the sureties of the late postmaster, as in the 
case of the collection of drafts for postal balances. Should payment be 
refused by the sureties, the case will be submitted to the Department 
of Justice for suit, as provided in the preceding section. 



C H A P T E R X X X V . 

R E N E W A L OF LOST W A R R A N T S OR DRAFTS. 

SEC. 581. In all cases where application is made for the issue of a 
duplicate warrant, upon the allegation that the original is lost, every 
such application must be addressed to the Auditor of the Treasury for 
the Post-Office Department, who will furnish the applicant with a blank 
"bond of indemnity," to be filled up in accordance with the conditions 
specified in the same, which bond, duly executed, must be returned to 
the Auditor, accompanied by a statement, on oath or affirmation, by the 
applicant, or the person who is the legal holder thereof, showing the 
time, place, and all the circumstances attending the loss or destruction 
of the warrant, with its number, date, and amount; in whose favor it 
was issued; and if assigned, to whom made payable; together with any 
other particulars relating to it within the knowledge of the applicant. 

SEC. 582. The applicant must also produce a letter or certificate from 
the officer or person on whom the warrant may have been drawn, show­
ing that it has not been paid; also that payment of the same will not 
thereafter be made to the owner, or any other person whatever. 

SEC. 583. When the application is for a duplicate draft, the applicant 
must conform to the above requirements, except as to the execution of 
the bond of indemnity. 

SEC. 584. The duplicate, when issued, shall have the same tenor, force, 
and effect as the original, unless, in case of assignment, the assignee of 
the lost draft or warrant produce due authority from the drawee for the 
issue of the duplicate in his own favor. 

SEC. 585. Where collection-drafts sent to postmasters are lost, the 
postmasters to whom they are sent are required to make affidavit, either 
that they have never received the same, or that payment has been 
requested and refused, or that the draft has been forwarded by mail. 
The postmaster will be required to make further affidavit that neither 
the whole nor any part of such draft has been paid to him nor to any 
other person, so far as he knows or is able to ascertain. Forms for this 
affidavit will be furnished by the Auditor. 



C H A P T E R X X X V I . 

MAIL LOCKS AND KEYS. 

SEC. 586. Mail locks and keys are furnished from the office of the 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General, division of mail equipments. 
Applications for mail locks or keys must always assign the reasons 
therefor. 

SEC. 587. The careful use of mail-locks and the safe-keeping of mail-
keys are essential to the integrity of the postal service. The mail-key 
must never be exposed to public observation nor placed where it may 
be lost or stolen. I t must not be suffered to pass, even for a moment, 
into the hands of any person not a sworn officer of the Post-Office 
Department. The loss of a mail-key, as it may afford peculiar facilities 
for stealing from the mails, is an act of carelessness likely to be more 
pernicious to the service than almost any other a postmaster or agent 
of the Department can commit. It,is therefore deemed sufficient cause 
for removing the postmaster or agent so offending, enforcing the penalty 
of the official bond of the former, and even in certain cases for discon­
tinuing the post-office. 

SEC. $88. The mail key shear, each of them, a different numberstamped 
upon them. Every postmaster or agent to whom such keys are intrusted 
will be charged therewith and held to a strict account therefor. On the 
receipt of any such mail-key by a postmaster, he should make a record, 
to be kept in his office, of the date of its receipt, and of the number 
stamped upon it. Whenever such or any other mail-key shall after­
wards be referred to, in any communication to the Department, its num­
ber must invariably be specified. Every casualty whatever concerning a 
mail-key must be promptly reported. 

SEC. 589. Every retiring agent or railway post-office clerk, when 
succeeded in office by another person, is required to transfer and turn 
over, promptly, to his successor, all mail-keys in his possession, and 
obtain and transmit to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General a 
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receipt therefor, specifying the numbers stamped on the keys so trans­
ferred. It is the duty of those postmasters who are designated to pay 
the salaries of route-agents, to see that this requirement is duly complied 
with on the part of such route-agents, and, in every case of the discon­
tinuance of the services of any such route-agent who is not succeeded 
by another, to obtain all mail-keys in his possession, and to transmit 
the same to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General. All mail-keys 
returned to the Department should be securely inclosed in a sealed letter or 
package, duly registered in every case. 

SEC. 590. In all cases of an exchange of routes between route-agents, 
or between railway post-office clerks, there must also be an exchange of 
mail-keys between them, so that every mail-key shall always be retained 
in the particular office for which it was originally furnished by the 
Department, and never be taken away for use elsewhere. 

SEC. 591. JSTo mail-key shall be transferred or exchanged except to a 
successor in office, nor be furnished nor loaned, without special instruc­
tions from the Department. No such key, not obtained directly from the 
Department or from a predecessor in office, shall be kept or detained, 
but promptly returned to the Department, with a full report of facts in 
relation to it. If a mail-key be received from a discontinued office, or 
elsewhere, it must be sent without delay to the Department by the 
postmaster receiving it, stating when and from whom it was received 
by him. Whenever a retiring postmaster turns over a mail-key, he 
must obtain and transmit to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General 
a receipt for the same, specifying the number stamped upon it, in order 
that he may receive due credit on the books of the Department., and he 
and his sureties be released from all further responsibility therefor. 

SEC. 592. No attempt shall be made to have a mail-key or a mail-lock 
repaired. No damaged or defective mail-key shall be kept in post-offices, 
but each one, as soon as it becomes damaged or defective, must be 
promptly returned to the Department with an explanatory letter. With 
every application for a new mail key in lieu of one broken, the broken 
parts must be inclosed, and the number of the broken key stated. 

SEC. 593. When a mail-key is perceived to be much worn and becom­
ing defective, timely notice should be given of the fact, always stating 
the number of the key, so that a new one may be furnished before the old 
one becomes entirely useless; the latter to be returned to the Depart­
ment. Whenever extra keys are furnished they should be kept in re­
serve for an emergency, and be locked up in a safe place in the office, 
accessible to the postmaster and his assistant only. 

SEC. 594. In those post-offices where the use of the brass locks and 
keys is allowed for through mails, it will be deemed very reprehensible 
if sufficient care be not always taken to prevent such locks being used, 
instead of iron locks, on bags dispatched to post-offices where their use 
is not allowed, and where, of course, there is no key to open them. If, 
however, a bag secured with a brass lock be received at a post office 
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where there is no brass key allowed, the lock should not be broken or 
tampered with, nor the bag be mutilated; but it should either be returned 
unopened to the office whence it came, or be sent to some nearer office 
using the brass key, with the request to substitute an iron lock for the 
brass one. But in either case, the postmaster at whose office the irregu­
larity occurred must be advised of it, and, if there be a repetition of it, 
be reported to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 595. If the only mail-key in a post-office be broken or so defective 
as not to open all the locks, the bags should be passed, unopened, to the 
nearest post-office, with a request to the postmaster to • take out the 
letters, &c, for the office where the lock could not be opened, and send 
them back by the mail-carrier outside the bag, in a sealed package, until 
another key be received from the Department. In such case any muti­
lation of the bag is inexcusable. 

SEC. 596. When a postmaster cannot open a lock securing a bag, i 
, because of a defect in the lock, and not of his key, he will then cut that 

staple of the bag to which the lock is attached, provided he has another 
bag and lock to substitute for them; but if he has no other bag and lock, he 
will pass the bag, unopened, to the next office, as in the case indicated 
in the last preceding section. 

SEC. 597. The fastening-strap of a mail-bag should never be cut; but 
if ever done, the strap must not afterwards be spliced, but a new one put 

. on instead of the strap cut. When the staple is cut asunder the bag 
should have a new one applied before being used again. 

SEC. 598. The mail-locks must be used with care and economy. Care 
must also be taken to equalize the exchange of locked pouches, and 
thereby secure to every office a return of the same number of locks sent 
from it. If at any post-office (not a depository) locks from unknown 
sources should accumulate in excess of its current wants, all such sur­
plus locks must be forwarded with an explanatory letter to the Depart­
ment. 

SEC. 599. I t is the duty of postmasters and agents of the Depart­
ment to reclaim and transmit to the office of the Second Assistant Post­
master-General, mail equipment division, all mail locks and keys found 
to be in improper hands, or applied to any other than their lawful use, 
and to see that the law (Section 292) is enforced in every case of its 
violation known to them, by exerting due diligence always in collecting 
and reporting to the Department the facts and proofs to sustain a prose­
cution against the offender. 

SEC. 600. All communications required by this chapter to be sent to 
the Department must be addressed to the Second Assistant Postmaster-
General, division of mail equipments. Such communications must in­
variably give the name of the office, county, and State from which 
they are sent, and must not embrace any other subject, unless it be that 
of mail-bags. 
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MAIL-BAGS, LABELS, AND CATCHERS. 

SEC. 601. All communications relating to mail-bags, mail-bag labels, 
, and mail-catchers, should be addressed to. the office of the Second As­
sistant Postmaster-General, division of mail equipments. 

SEC. 602. The general term u mail-bags" includes MAIL-POUCHES (used 
for every mode of conveyance excepting horseback) of five different 
sizes, the largest being No. 1; HORSE MAIL-BAGS (for horseback service 
only) of three different sizes, the largest being No. 1; MAIL-CATCHER 
POUCHES,1 (of one size only,) designed exclusively for exchanges of mails 
on railways by catchers and cranes; CANVAS MAIL-SACKS, (not locked, 
but tied with cord,) designed for printed matter only. When canvas 
sacks are used for through-letter mails, for city delivery alone, they must 
be duly tied, labeled, and inclosed in pouches secured with brass locks. 

SEC. 603. Every mail-route must always be duly provided with suita­
ble mail bags and locks, in good and safe condition. Postmasters, espe­
cially those at the ends of routes, must see to this, and promptly make 
application for such as are needed. I t is their duty to look constantly 
to the condition of mail-bags in use, permitting none to be used which 
are too much worn or otherwise unsafe, and to report any damage dis­
covered to have been done to them, whether through accident, negli­
gence, or design, while in the custody of carriers. 

SEC. 604. Applications for mail-bags should explain why they are 
needed, and specify the number and size or capacity of each, also th.e 
number of the route, (or the terminal points thereof,) and especially the 
mode of conveyance thereon. 

SEC. 605. Postmasters must obtain requisite supplies of mail-bags by 
direct application to the office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-Gen­
eral, division of mail equipments, and not by withholding the return 
of such as were received with mail-matter from other post-offices. Before 
old mail-bags in use become too much worn for safety, timely applica­
tion must be made for new ones by postmasters at the ends of the routes 
where they are used, and the old bags must be sent to the nearest de­
pository, on receipt of new ones. 

SEC. 606. When a mail-bag in use becomes so damaged as to require 
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slight repairs, the postmaster at the end of the route where it first 
arrives in that condition must immediately have it duly repaired, at a 
reasonable cost, charging the amount paid therefor in his account of 
contingent expenses, and sending to the Auditor with his quarterly 
returns a bill and receipt rendered by the mender of the bag as a proper 
voucher for the allowance of the money so paid and charged by him. 
In having repairs of mail-bags done, he should direct the person per­
forming the work to specify in his bill, whenever practicable, the num­
ber of each size of every kind of mail-bags repaired, and the nature 
and price of the repairs done to each. 

SE'C. 607. In case a mail-bag in transit becomes too unsound to con­
vey the mail with safety to the end of the route, the postmaster first 
discovering its bad condition must have it repaired immediately, even 
if he has no suitable- mail-bag to substitute for it, and must therefore 
detain the mail until the needful repairs can be done. 

SEC. 608. Postmasters whose offices are not mail-bag depositories 
should not have surplus mail-bags repaired, but such bags only as are 
in demand for immediate use. 

* SEC. 609. When a mail-bag has a damaged or defective lock upon it 
which cannot be opened with the proper key in good order, such lock 
should be removed without further damage, where there are a bag and 
lock in good condition to substitute for them, by filing or cutting asun­
der that staple of the bag to which the lock is fastened. No other mu­
tilation of a mail-bag is admissible under such or any other circumstances 
whatever. When the staple is cut the mail-bag must not be used again 
until a new staple shall have been applied to it. The fastening-strap 
of a mail-bag must never be cut, and must never be spliced nor repaired 
in any way, but must be replaced, when necessary, with a new one. 

SEC. 610. Postmasters, (especially those at the resident places of 
members of Congress,) to whose offices canvas sacks containing public 
documents are sent from Washington, D. C , must see that all such 
sacks are emptied and sent back to the post-office in the latter place. 

SEC. 611. Postmasters whose offices are mail-bag depositories are au­
thorized to have proper and necessary repairs done to damaged sur­
plus mail-bags collected in their offices, under such special instructions 
as may from time to time be received from the Department. 

SEC. 612. Surplus mail-bags must not be allowed to accumulate and 
fall into disuse in any post-office not a depository for mail-bags. All 
such, whether in good condition or not, must be forwarded to the nearest 
mail-bag depository. 

SEC. 613. The use of locked pouches (for letter mails) must be con­
trolled by the rule of equal exchange or reciprocal return; therefore a 
separate locked pouch must not be made up in any post-office, railway 
post-office, or route agency, directly for any other, with greater or less fre­
quency than a separate locJced pouch is usually received directly therefrom, 
without special instructions from the Department. Eepeated failures to 
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comply with this rule on the part of any office must be reported to the 
Second Assistant Postmaster-General by any postmaster, railway post-
office clerk, or route-agent whose supplies of mail-bags may have mate­
rially been reduced thereby. The same rule is not applicable to separate 
tied sacks of printed matter, which may be made up and dispatched 
without regard to a corresponding return of printed matter; but all 
such sacks, (or a like number of them,) received and emptied in post-
offices not depositories, are to be promptly returned, duly labeled, to the 
place whence they were received, whether there shall be printed matter to 
send back in them or not. Any that may be received from unknown sources, 
or from places where they are not needed, must not be suffered to fall 
into disuse, but be forwarded without delay to the nearest mail-bag 
depository. 

SEC. 614. In all post-offices where many lock-pouches are sent and 
received daily, such a register of the outgoing and incoming mails should 
be kept as will show the places to which separate locked pouches are 
sent, and from which they are received, as well as the number sent to 
and received from each daily. Postmasters will give particular attention 
to keeping such registers, and will be guided by the same in correcting* 
all disparities in their exchanges of locked pouches. 

SEC. 615. The following post-offices are depositories for mail bags and 
locks, where mail bags and locks, new and old, are collected and distributed 
under special instructions from the Second Assistant Postmaster-General: 
Portland and Bangor, Maine ; Concord, New Hampshire; Rutland, Ver­
mont ; Boston, Massachusetts; Providence, Rhode Island; Hartford and 
New Haven, Connecticut; New York, Albany, and Buffalo, Netc York; 
Trenton, New Jersey ; Philadelphia, Harrisburgh, and Pittsburgh, Pennsyl­
vania; Baltimore, Maryland; Washington, District of Columbia; Rich­
mond, Virginia; Wheeling, West Virginia; Raleigh, North Carolina; 
Charleston and Columbia, South Carolina; Atlanta and Savannah, Georgia; 
Tallahassee, Florida; Mobile and Montgomery, Alabama; Jackson, Missis­
sippi ; New Orleans, Louisiana; Little Rock, Arkansas; Nashville and 
Memphis, Tennessee; Louisville, Kentucky; Cincinnati and Cleveland, 
Ohio; Detroit, Michigan ; Indianapolis, Indiana ; Springfield and Chicago, 
Illinois; Saint Louis, Missouri ; Mihcaukee, Wisconsin; Des Moines and 
Dubuque, low a ; Saint Paul, Minnesota ; Galveston, Texas ; San Francisco, 
California ; Portland, Oregon ; Salt Lake City, Utah Territory ; Lawrence 
Kansas ; and Omaha, Nebraska. 

SEC. 616. It is the duty of every postmaster whose office is a depository 
for mail bags and locks to render to the office of the Second Assistant 
Postmaster-General, division of mail equipments, an account at the end 
of every month showing the number of each kind of mail-locks and of each 
size of the several kinds of mail-bags on hand at the beginning of and received 
during the month, of those furnished to other offices, of those in actual use 
in his office, and of those remaining on hand, not in use, but ready for dis­
tribution. Blanks for this purpose will be furnished from time to time 
on application to the Department. 



269 

SEC. 617. Each postmaster at a depository for mail bags and locks 
must be careful to keep apart from the mail bags and locks required for 
current use of his office all surplus articles of that kind, and to consider 
them as deposited for distribution in such manner as may be directed by 
the Department. For all mail bags and locks so distributed he will 
obtain receipts, which are to be transmitted immediately to the Depart­
ment. He may withdraw mail bags and locks from the surplus stock 
on deposit to supply wants of his own office, but not to supply other 
offices, without special instructions, except in emergencies admitting 
of no delay. For mail-bags so withdrawn from deposit, his certifi­
cate in the former case, and receipts in the latter, must be transmitted 
to the Department, where, when received, they will be entered to his 
credit. The legitimate use of mail-bags is restricted to the transmission 
of mailable matter while under the care, custody, and control of the Post-
Office Department, through its postmasters and other authorized agents. 
Their application to any other uses than those of this Department is 
illegal and strictly forbidden. The stealing, purloining, converting from 
proper use, or conveying away, to the detriment of the service, of any 
mail-bags, is a felony by law, punishable with fine and imprisonment. 

SEC. 618. Whenever, in any post-office in the large towns and cities, 
there is an extreme necessity of extending to publishers the privilege of 
taking canvas sacks to their offices to be there filled with printed matter 
for the mails, the postmaster must keep an exact account with each 
publisher of the number of sacks taken from and returned to his office 
on every occasion. Besides the account kept in the post-office for that 
purpose, pass-books should be used between the several printing-offices 
and the post-office. No sacks should be delivered for any publisher, 
except on presentation of his pass-book, in which he is to be debited 
with the number of sacks intrusted to him, and credited with the num­
ber returned; and for the due return of all sacks so intrusted to him 
each publisher shall be held responsible. 

SEC. 619. I t is the duty of postmasters and other agents of this De­
partment to prevent, whenever in their power, any waste or abuse of 
mail-bags; to reclaim them from improper hands ; and to give informa­
tion of every instance of theft or illegal use of mail-bags coming to their 
knowledge. 

SEC. 620. Mail-bags of every description are required by law to be 
purchased by contract made with the lowest bidder, after advertisement 
for proposals. They are not to be purchased by postmasters or mail-
contractors, and no allowance will be made for mail-bags purchased by 
them without special instructions from the Department. 

SEC. 621. Mail-bag labels (printed and blank) and mail-catchers (for 
use where they are allowed by the Department) are furnished on appli­
cation to the office of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, division 
of mail equipments. 

SEC. 622. Every application for mail-bags, labels, and mail-catchers 
must state fully the reasons therefor. 
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L O S T L E T T E R S A N D M A I L D E P R E D A T I O N S . 

SEC. 623. It is the duty of postmasters to report promptly to the Sec­
ond Assistant Postmaster-General, division of special agents and mail 
depredations, every complaint which is made to them or comes to their 
knowledge of the loss in the mails of letters of value, whether registered 
or not. 

SEC. 624. In every case of loss by mail the Department should be 
immediately informed of all the circumstances connected with it, such 
as the name of the office in which the letter was posted and the date 
of mailing; whether by the writer himself or by another person; the 
names of the wTriter and the person addressed; the amount and a de­
scription of the inclosure; the office to which addressed ; whether mailed 
direct or for distribution ; if the latter, to what distributing office it was 
mailed; and whether registered or unregistered, with any other particulars 
that may aid in making a thorough investigation. 

SEC. 625. Whenever a post-office has been robbed, the postmaster will 
immediately communicate all the facts in relation thereto in a special 
report to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, division of special 
agents and mail depredations. This report must state as fully as pos­
sible all the circumstances connected with the robbery, giving the date 
and extent of the loss. He must be careful to state whether the loss 
consists of keys, stamps, stamped envelopes, letters, (stolen or rifled,) 
money, or other valuables. If the loss involves any registered matter, 
he must be particular in stating wThether the same was taken from the 
office or merely rifled of its contents. He must give all the particulars 
of which he may be in possession in relation to each registered letter, 
as to the office of mailing, date when mailed, by whom written, to whom 
addressed, contents, &c. If any registered matter in transit should be 
lost or rifled, he must give the number, postmark, and address of such 
package ; and the special agent in whose district the robbery occurred 
should also be notified of the same. 
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»SEC. 626. In some cases it may be proper to offer a reward, not ex­
ceeding $50, for the apprehension of a criminal, payable on conviction; 
but if, in the opinion of the postmaster, it should be deemed expedient 
to offer a larger sum, the consent of the Postmaster-General must first 
be obtained. 

SEC. 627. Cases of mail-robbery should at once be reported to the 
Department, and information given from time to time of any new facts 
which may be developed in regard to them. 

SEC. 628. When a criminal is apprehended, the attorney for the district 
in which the offense was committed must be promptly informed of the 
facts, and his advice, and, if possible, his personal attention, be obtained. 
If from any cause the services of the district attorney cannot be had, 
and it shall become necessary to employ another attorney, the compen­
sation of such attorney must be agreed upon before engaging in the 
case, subject to the approval of the Postmaster General; and it will only 
be paid upon recommendation of the special agent who may have charge 
of the case. 

SEC. 629. Persons arrested for mail depredations should be taken 
before a district or circuit judge, or a United States commissioner, for 
examination or commitment. 

SEC. 630. Postmasters will spare no exertions to have justice done 
and the guilty punished, by procuriug testimony, and giving the prosecu­
tion all lawful aid in their power. 

SEC. 631. All necessary expenses that may be incurred in prosecuting 
a case of mail depredation will be reimbursed by the Department; but 
payment will only be made after it shall be recommended by a special 
agent who is familiar with the case. 

SEC. 632. If a postmaster has reason to believe that a mail has been 
stolen, in whole or in part, in the vicinity of his office, he shall at once 
examine into the evidence, and if satisfied that such robbery or theft 
has actually occurred, he shall take immediate and energetic measures 
for recovering the mail and for apprehending and prosecuting the 
offender. 

SEC. 633. Money and other valuables sent by mail, whether registered 
or unregistered, are at the risk of the owner; but in case of loss the 
Department will endeavor to discover the cause, and, when there has 
been a theft, to punish the offender and recover the amount stolen. 

SEC. 634. When the Postmaster-General is satisfied that money or 
property stolen from the mail, or the proceeds thereof, has been received 
at the Department, the same will be delivered to the owner upon the 
production of proper evidence of ownership. 



C H A P T E R X X X I X . 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SPECIAL AGENTS OF T H E POST-
OFFICE D E P A R T M E N T ASSIGNED TO DUTY AS SUPER­
INTENDENTS OF DIVISIONS OF RAILWAY MAIL-SERV­
ICE. 

SEC. 635. The United States is divided into five divisions, to each of 
which is assigned one special agent, with the designation of " superin­
tendent of railway mail-service." 

These five divisions are as follows : 
1. Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Bhode Island, 

and Connecticut. 
2. New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, West 

Virginia, and the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
3. Virginia, (excluding the Eastern Shore,) North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee. 

4. Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Nebraska, Kansas, and the Territories of Colorado, 
New Mexico, Indian, and Dakota. 

5. California, Nevada, Oregon, and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, 
Montana, Washington, Idaho, and Arizona. 

SEC. 636. Superintendents of railway mail-service have a wide range 
of important and responsible duties. A thorough knowledge of the 
various postal laws, the regulations of the Department, and their pra 
tical bearings on any question presented to them for official action,: 
an essential element in their capacity for usefulness. These officers an 
therefore required to acquaint themselves with the statutes of the Unit 
States touching postal affairs, and the regulations thereunder of th 
Postmaster-General, which have the force of law. Without a famil­
iarity with these, and an experimental knowledge of the practical work 
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ings of post-offices, a special agent would not be qualified to instruct 
postmasters and others in the service of the Department as to their 
duties, and properly decide cases of doubt or questions of law or fact. 

SEC. 637. The efficiency of a special agent of this class in the per­
formance of the peculiar duties assigned to him greatly depends on the 
minute and particular knowledge which he possesses of the mail-service 
in his division, as well as a general knowledge of the mail-service of the 
country. He should know accurately the connections of railway lines, 
and acquaint himself with their management,.equipment, and general 
facilities for travel, as incidental to the questions which may arise in 
the classification of the several lines by the Department as mail-routes. 
He should know also the connections of inferior routes, not railway 
routes, so that this lateral service may*receive due attention; and to 
this end he should apply to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General 
for pamphlet copies of the last advertisements of mail-lettings in the 
division where he is employed. 

SEC. 638. He will inform himself as to the nature of contracts with 
the Department for the transportation of the mails, and the frequency 
of the service, upon each and every railway line in his division. 

SEC. 639. I t is his duty to personally inspect the facilities for the safe 
transfer of mails at the several connecting points, and the manner in 
which transfers are made, especially where there is a considerable 
portage between trains. Such transfers should always be made, even 
when two lines are connected by one continuous track, with the utmost 
care and watchfulness; when occurring in the night, abundant light 
should be furnished to prevent inaccuracy and possible loss or theft. 
Every faulty discharge of this duty must be corrected, and a neglect or 
refusal, after repeated attempts at a correction of the evil, he will report 
to the Department in a special letter. 

SEC. 640. He will carefully observe what arrangements are made for 
the safety of the mails while being conveyed between the several post-
offices and the railway stations or mail-cars, and how they are disposed 
of in the cars. There is reason to believe that through mails do not 
receive that care and safe custody that their importance demands. This 
must receive his special attention, in order that contract obligations in 
his respect may be enforced. On lines where there are route-agents he 
will see that suitable accommodations are provided for the safe and 
convenient assorting and bagging of the mails, and that mails for post-
offices within eighty rods from the rail way-station, after delivery from 
the cars, are promptly delivered by the contractor or his agents; and, 
in general, keep^the most vigilant watch over the interests of the De­
partment in all things pertaining to the transportation of the mails on 
all railway lines in his division. 

SEC. 641. Besides certainty and celerity in the carriage of the mails, 
security in transit must have his personal attention. If any railroad 
contractor or his agents neglect or refuse to provide for the security of 
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the mails in transit, a special report of the facts in the case should be 
made to the Department; but no special report should be made until 
all means at command to accomplish a correction of the evil shall have 
been exhausted. 

SEC. 642. He will inform himself of the duties and obligations of 
local agents, route-agents, railway post-office clerks, and mail-messengers, 
as set forth in their printed instructions. He is required to keep a strict 
watch over this branch of the service, that neglect may be detected if 
it exists, irregularities corrected, distribution of the mails receive proper 
attention, and that all other duties coming within the scope of the 
several instructions to such employes are intelligently and accurately 
performed. 

SEC. 643. On railway lines where it may happen that there are no 
route-agents, he will notice closely who is charged with the custody of 
the mails; whether they are securely placed out of reach of any but 
duly authorized persons; and, generally, whether proper provision is 
made for their safety in other respects. 

SEC. 644. I t will also be his duty to direct the movement of local 
mails over the respective railway lines in his division, and to provide 
frequent interchanges between local points. , 

SEC. 645. When the transportation of the mails is by steamboat in a 
division, or on a dividing line between two divisions, the superintendent 
of either will give attention to the manner of such transportation, and 
in no case permit the mails to be exposed on deck; and in every other 
way he will exercise the same rigid scrutiny and surveillance as incases 
of railway service. 

SEC. 646. He will see that no unnecessary expense is either made or 
suffered to remain chargeable on the revenues of the Department 
without being brought to the notice of the Postmaster-General in 
special reports. This implies, on his part, an inspection of mail-mes­
senger service on the collective railway lines in his division, local agents' 
service, and other matter of like nature. While economy is to be care­
fully kept in view, it is not intended that necessary expenditures for 
increased facilities for the movement of the mails shall be denied. 

SEC. 647. It is expected that the superintendents will keep a careful 
watch for any violations of law by private expresses, or by other per­
sons, in sending or carrying mailable matter over established routes out 
of the mail;' and if such violations be confirmed by evidence, he will 
report the facts to the Department for its action. 

SEC. 648. An important and incidental part of their duty will be the 
inspection of the large post-offices at the termini of railway lines, in 
order to examine the distribution therein, the manner in which mails 
are made up for transmission, and every other thing in connection with 
transportation, to the end that imperfect service may be detected. 

SEC. 649. They are also required to acquaint themselves thoroughly 
with the instructions to postmasters, railway post-office clerks, and 
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route-agents, in regard to mail keys, bags, and locks, and to see that 
those instructions are strictly complied with. 

SEC. 650. A superintendent will not consider himself bound to confine 
himself to the division assigned him under all circumstances. An exi­
gency in the service may arise which would call him into an adjoining 
division to correct an evil, permitting no time to communicate with the 
superintendent of that division. In that case the usual courtesy of an 
explanatory note to the resident superintendent should be observed, 
but no interference in the arrangement of such division, other than the 
correction of an evil affecting his own division, should be made. Har­
monious action among all of them is essential to success. 

SEC. 651. All special agents are intrusted with keys to the several mail 
locks in use, and are, by virtue of their commissions and these instruc­
tions, authorized to open and examine the mails whenever and wherevej 
they may find it necessary to do so. They are also empowered to entei 
and examine any post-office when the safety of the mails requires it, or 
the general interests of the service demand such examination. And by 
virtue of their commissions and the instructions, all contractors, post­
masters, and others in the service of this Department are bound to 
respect and obey the authority thus conferred. 

SEC. 652. The commission of a special agent of this Department will 
pass him free over all mail-routes where conveyance of passengers is 
provided for by the contractors; but if, in the performance of pressing 
duties, a special agent should at any time find it necessary to procure 
private conveyance, or to pay fare, he will charge such expense in his 
next monthly account, and accompany it with explanations and vouch 
ers. If in any case the contractor on any mail-route, railroad, or other 
wise, refuse him a free passage over the same, after the exhibition of his 
commission, he will pay the fare demanded, taking a receipt therefor, 
if one can be obtained, and charge the same in his account. If no such 
voucher can be obtained, the charge must be verified by a certificate, on 
honor, as to its correctness, in which he will, when the fare has been paid 
to a railroad company or contractor, clearly describe such company by 
its proper corporate title, and also jave the termini of the route passed 
over, and, in .the case of a contractor, give the number of his route. 
This must be strictly observed. 

SEC. 653. While a special agent's commission entitles him to pass free 
over a mail-route, it is expected, nevertheless, that he will satisfy the 
contractor or his agent of that fact by exhibiting his commission, in 
order to avoid any conflict with the regulations of the contractor. The 
object of this section is obvious, but a special agent is not required to 
present his commission in order to obtain passage free, if, in his judg­
ment, it is expedient not to do so. In such case he should pay his 
fare. 

SEC. 654. Superintendents of railway mail-service are assigned to 
that duty as a specialty, but they are required to give counsel and 
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assistance to the post-office inspectors and other special agents in their 
several duties, and perform the same, if necessary, in the exigency of 
the service. 

SEC. 655. Special agents, in the matter of transportation of the mails 
m any one division, are subordinate to the superintendent of railway 
mail-service in that division, and they will be governed by their direc­
tions. In the matter of inspection of post-offices, and the various duties 
arising thereunder, they are also subordinate when their co-operation is 
required by him. 

SEC. 656. It is expected that the superintendents of railway mail-serv­
ice, and other special agents in the several divisions, will act in perfect 
harmony with each other to elevate the character of the Department 
for faithfulness, efficiency, and punctuality in the several branches of 
its service. 

SEC. 657. Special agents will, in the course of their travels, see that 
the printed notice of February 1,1872, "requesting the public to include 
the name of the county in the addresses of mail-matter," is conspicuously 
posted in all post-offices, and use their efforts to secure the end desired 
thereby. 

SEC. 658. Any question which may arise in the course of business 
requiring the special attention of superintendents, not touched upon 
in these instructions, will be made the subject of special instructions. 

SEC. 659. Each superintendent will enter in a daily journal all his 
official actions bearing on the service, and at the close of each and every 
month transmit to the Department a transcript thereof, making refer­
ence to, but omitting the subject-matter of, special reports made to the 
Department during the month. 

SEC. 660. A special report or other communication to the Department 
should not embrace more than the one subject. If special agents have 
occasion to communicate with the Department in the same mail 
on more than one topic, each must be the subject of a separate letter. 

SEC. 661. Communications to the Department should be concise and 
explicit, in such manner as to present the subject-matter in the smallest 
space consistent with perspicuity. 

SEC. 662. Communications made to the Department by special agents 
of any class, on its business, of whatever nature, (excepting those relat­
ing to reported depredations or losses by mail, the railway mail-service, 
the money-order system, the letter-carrier system, or the Finance and 
Dead-Letter Offices,) should be distinctly marked "SPECIAL" on the 
envelope. 

SEC. 663. Official communications marked "confidential" from the 
special agents of this Department will be held as confidential. In no 
case will their contents be otherwise used, except as a last resort, in the 
administration of the affairs of the Department, or to secure the ends 
of justice. But no communication should be so marked unless it relates 
solely to business of the Department, and in its interest, and in pursuance 
ol confidential instructions. 
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SEC. 664> All official communications from the Department must be 4 

regarded as confidential; but it may become necessary, in the prosecu­
tion of their duties, for special agents to disclose, in some cases, their 
contents, or portions thereof. They are required to be discreet in this 
particular, and make known, if the necessity arise, only so much as 
may enable them to further their labors to advantage. In no case, 
however, where a communication is evidently intended to be confiden­
tial, may its contents or purport be made known to any person. Any 
departure from this injunction must first be duly authorized. 

SEC. 665. In urgent and important cases the telegraph may be used, 
at the cost of the Department. 
. SEC. 666. A special agent will not withdraw himself from the divi 
sion or district assigned him to visit the seat of Government without 
leave from the Department, unless upon some sudden or urgent occa­
sion, when such permission cannot be obtained without delay to the in­
jury of the service. 

SEC. 667. Before entering on duty, each and every special agent of 
this Department must take the official oath required by law. 

SEC. 668. The several enactments of law defining crimes and offenses 
against the post-office establishment, to which reference should be fre­
quently made by special agents, admonish every person in the employ 
of the Department that the law-making power intends to throw around 
the privity of correspondence the solemn sanction of its protection. 
One of the highest obligations of the Department to the people is to 
preserve, by all the means in its power, the absolute sanctity of a seal. 
The enactments referred to are entirely explicit. Special agents are 
required to impress on postmasters and their subordinates, at all times, 
that the Postmaster-General will visit with punishment to the full ex­
tent of the law any violation of the statute in this particular. 

SEC. 669. By the terms of his appointment, a special agent is expected 
to give all his time and attention to the service. The Postmaster-Gen 
eral is therefore constrained to decide that to engage actively in any 
business or employment requiring a division of his time, is inconsistent 
with the official obligations he owes the Department, and will be suffi 
cient cause to revoke his commission. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SPECIAL AGENTS ASSIGNED TO DUTY ON MAIL DEr 
SEDATIONS. 

SEC. 670. The special agents of the Post-Office Department are 
charged with peculiar duties, to comprehend which a thorough knowb 
edge of the various postal laws, the regulations pf the Department, 
and the practical workings of post-offices, is indispensable. They are 
therefore required to acquaint themselves with the statutes of the 
United States touching postal affairs, and the regulations of the Post 
master-General in accordance therewith, which have the force of law. 
Without a thorough familiarity with these, and an experimental know! 
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edge of the internal operations of post-offices of all classes, *they would 
not be qualified to instruct postmasters and others in the service of the 
Department as to their various and multiform duties, and jiroperly de­
cide cases of doubt or questions of law and fact. They should know 
the nature of contracts with the Department for the transportation of 
the mails over routes not railway routes, and the frequency of the ser­
vice thereon, so that this lateral service may receive intelligent super­
vision ; and to this end they should apply to the Second Assistant Post­
master-General for pamphlet copies of the last advertisement of mail-
lettings in the district in which they are employed. A special agent who 
is without previous experience in the performance of the duties of the 
position should, on receiving his appointment, spend as much time as he 
can spare from pressing obligations in a well-regulated post-office of the 
first or second class, in order to acquire a thorough knowledge of the 
routine duties of such office in respect to the manner and method of 
separating, distributing, and dispatching the mails, and the other mi­
nute details belonging to the internal management of such office under 
the regulations of the Department. In this respect each special agent 
is expected, by close application, to perfect himself as soon as possible, 
that the interest of the service may not suffer by any want of knowl­
edge on his part. Special agents are required to acquaint •themselves 
thoroughly with the instructions to postmasters, railway post-office 
clerks, and route-agents, and in regard to mail keys, bags, and locks, 
and to see that those instructions are strictly complied with. 

SEC. 671. They are intrusted with the investigation of mail depreda­
tions, whether resulting from criminal intention or the ignorance or 
carelessness of postmasters and others having charge of the mails. As 
the prompt and faithful discharge of this duty often involves matters 
of great delicacy, affecting the reputation and standing of individuals, 
and sometimes even life itself, it should be entered upon with a due 
sense of the responsibility of the agent and the rights of all parties 
interested; and in the performance thereof, all the tact and- ingenuity 
of the special agent, as well as his patience and forbearance, will be 
called into requisition. He should do nothing rashly or without due 
consideration. While he should not shrink from the performance of 
any duty which official obligation enjoins, he is so to regard the rights 
of others as not to indulge in the wanton abuse of the extensive powers 
confided to him. Special agents are reminded that it is not only their 
duty, but the public have a right to expect them, to make every effort to 
protect correspondence intrusted to the mails, and particularly, in cases 
of lost or rifled valuable letters, to make an immediate and thorough 
investigation. 

SEC. 672. The investigation of mail depredations or reported losses 
by mail will require the exercise of the greatest skill and vigilance. It 
is not possible for the Department to instruct a special agent as to the 
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particular means to be used in discovering the exact locality of an 
ascertained theft from the mail, or in ferreting out and arresting the 
perpetrator. These must necessarily be as various as the circumstances 
which surround each case, and must be left to the intelligence, vigi­
lance, ingenuity, and good judgment of the agent charged with such 
investigation. There are, however, certain qualities and habits which are 
absolutely indispensable. Foremost among these are self-control, per­
severance, caution, and silence in regard to the object of his employment 
and operations. He should, therefore, when traveling, attract as little 
notice as possible, and should conceal his official character whenever 
and wherever such concealment can be practiced, and he should refrain 
from announcing his official position on hotel books and other public 
registers. He should, as well after as before a successful investigation, 
prevent, as far as he can, publicity being given to the means by which 
his success was achieved, lest the same means may become inoperative 
and valueless in another case. 

SEC. 673. When an arrest is made for an offense against the postal 
laws, the prisoner should be put in charge of the regular law officers of 
the United States as early as possible. If his examination cannot con­
veniently be had before a judge or commissioner of the United States, 
he should be taken before the nearest justice of the peace, or other State 
authority competent to examine and bind him over for trial. As 
justices of the peace have in many cases declined to issue warrants or 
to enter upon examinations, from a doubt as to their jurisdiction, the 
special agent may remove such doubt by referring them to the pro­
visions on this subject contained in the 33d section of the judiciary act 
of September 24,1789, which is as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That for any crime or offense against the United States, the 
offender may, by any justice or judge of the United States, or by any justice of the peace 
or other magistrate of any of the United Slates, where he may be found, agreeably to the 
usual mode of process against offenders in such State, and at the expense of the United 
States, be arrested and imprisoned, or bailed, as the case may be, for trial before such 
court of the United States as by this act has cognizance of the offense. And copies 
of the process shall be returned as speedily as may be into the clerk's office of such 
court, together with the recognizances of the witnesses for their appearance to testify 
in the case; which recognizance the magistrate before whom the examination shall be 
may require on pain of imprisonment. And if such commitment of the offender or the 
witnesses shall be in a district other than that in which the offense is to be tried, it 
shall be the duty of the judge of £hat district where the delinquent is imprisoned season­
ably to issue, and of the marshal of the same district to execute, a warrant for the 
removal of the offender and the witnesses, or either of them, as the case may be, to the 
district in which the trial is to be had. And upon all arrests in criminal cases, bail 
shall be admitted, except where the punishment may be death, in which cases it shall 
not be admitted but by the supreme or a circuit court, or by a justice of the supreme 
courts or a judge of a district court, who shall exercise their discretion therein regard­
ing the nature and circumstances of the offense, and of the evidence, and the usages of 
law. And if a person committed by a justice of the supreme or a judge of a district 
court, for an offense not punishable with death, shall afterward procure bail, and there 
be no judge of the United States in the district to take the same, it may be taken by 
any judge of the supreme or superior court of law of such State. 
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The recognizances of witnesses themselves shall be sufficient, except 
in cases where it is feared that they will not attend the trial. In the 
latter case, sureties must be required. When an arrest is made, special 
agents are required to immediately inform the chief of division of mail 
depredations, in a special report, of all the facts in relation thereto. This 
report must show the name and official position of the party arrested, 
(if an employe of the Department,) where, when, and by whom arrested, 
the offense, and the exact status of the case at date of such report. 
They are also required to keep the Department fully advised in relation 
to the progress of trials of persons arrested for violation of the postal 
laws in their respective districts. Special reports should be made, from 
time to time, of the progress in each case to its final conclusion, and 
the result. I t is important that these instructions should be complied 
with so far as it is practicable to do so. 

SEC. 674. Special agents are expected to be at all times ready to im­
part freely to other special agents of less experience all the assistance 
in their power in the way of information, suggestion, or advice. Any 
novel or successful device for the detection of depredators upon the 
mails which may occur to any agent in the service of the Post-Office 
Department, may with propriety be communicated in a special report 
to the chief of division of mail depredations, in order that such device 
may be made available in such other cases as in his judgment the service 
may require. The utmost care should be taken that strict secrecy be 
observed in everything of this nature addressed to the Department. 
Such reports should be addressed to the chief of division of mail depre­
dations, and marked "Personal," 

SEC. 675. Special agents will give particular attention to the "Begu-
lations respecting the registration of letters." They will make personal 
examination as frequently as possible to ascertain whether postmasters 
exercise due care in conforming to the instructions embraced in those 
regulations. A departure from them will not be permitted, and when 
any irregularity is discovered to exist, they must cause a correction to 
be made immediately. 

SEC. 676. They will admonish postmasters, when it appears to be 
necessary, against permitting any person not employed in their respective 
offices, nor duly authorized, to have access to the tables and cases where 
letters are exposed. This prohibition applies to all persons not actually * 
employed in post-offices as assistants therein. 

SEC. 677. Special agents will be particularly careful to investigate, 
without delay, all cases of missing registered letters, registered packages 
of stamps or stamped envelopes, referred to them by postmasters, as well 
as all other cases sent to them from the depredation office, and as early . 
as possible return them to the Department, with the result of such inves­
tigation indorsed thereon. No case should be retained for a longer 
period than six months, which is ample for a proper investiga­
tion. This is particularly applicable to lost registered letters, and must 
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be strictly complied with. If at the termination of the period above 
mentioned any cases are remaining on hand unaccounted for, they should 
be returned to the Department with report, and the propriety of retain­
ing or returning them for further investigation will then be determined. 
In particular cases, when it is absolutely necessary to produce any or all 
of the papers relating to them as evidence on trial, a special agent is author­
ized to retain them as long as it may be necessary for such jjurpose. In 
regard to a case received from the Department, if it shall be ascertained 
that the loss complained of did not occur in his district, he is directed 
to return it at once to the Department, recommending its reference to 
the special agent in whose district he has reason to believe the loss oc­
curred, together with any information he may be able to give concerning 
it. The receipt of cases will be acknowledged by the special agent on a 
separate sheet, to accompany his monthly report at the end of each month. 
Immediate acknowledgments of receipt of cases are only required of 
agents on the Pacific coast and in the Territories. 

SEC. 678. Special agents should impress upon all postmasters, and 
especially those at distributing post-offices, the necessity of reporting to 
the Department every case of missing registered letters or packages with­
out delay. (See Circular No. 39, dated November 18, 1871.) 

SEC. 679. In urgent and important cases the telegraph may be used, 
at the cost of the Department. 

SEC. 680. In very many cases when small post-offices are robbed, or 
reported to be robbed, by burglars, it is due to the negligence of the 
postmaster in failing to keep the premises reasonably secure; and in 
many cases the depredators appear to have taken only private funds, 
and left the public property untouched. The frequency of such cases is 
a cause of great annoyance to the Department, and they often occupy, 
with no valuable results, the time of special agents who have other and 
more important work to do. In each of said cases hereafter, special 
agents will report whether strict and careful precautions have been ob­
served on the part of the postmaster; and if this is not the case, and 
public property be stolen, they will report the postmaster for removal. 
In the absence of any positive statute on the subject, it is probable that 
by the common law the postmaster would be held personally responsible 
to individuals for valuables lost through his carelessness in not keeping 
his office reasonably secure, provided the same were mailable matter and 
duly post-paid. (See Circular No. 27.) 

SEC. 681. The several enactments of law defining crimes and offenses 
against the Post-Office establishment, to which reference should be fre­
quently made by special agents, admonish every person in the employ 
of the Department that the law-making power intends to throw around 
the privity of correspondence the solemn sanction of its protection. One 
of the highest obligations of the Department to the people is to preserve, 
by all means within its power, the absolute sanctity of a seal. The 
enactments referred to are entirely explicit. Special agents are required 
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to impress on postmasters and their subordinates, at all times, that the 
Postmaster-General will visit with punishment to the full extent of the 
law any violation of the statutes in this particular. 

SEC. 682. All special agents are intrusted with keys to the several 
mail-locks in use, and are, by virtue of their commissions and these in­
structions, authorized to open and examine the mails whenever and 
wherever they may find it necessary to do so. They are also empowered 
to enter and examine any post-office when the safety of the mails re­
quires it, or the general interests of the service demand such examina­
tion, and all contractors, postmasters, and others in the service of this 
Department are bound to respect and obey the authority thus con­
ferred. < 

SEC. 683. The commission of a special agent of this Department will 
pass him free over all mail-routes where conveyance of passengers is 
provided for by the contractors; but if, in the performance of pressing 
duties, a special agent should at any time find it necessary to procure 
private conveyance, or to pay fare, he will charge such expense in his 
next monthly account, and accompany it with explanations and vouchers. 
If in any case the contractor on any mail-route, railroad or otherwise, 
refuse him a free passage over the same after the exhibition of his com­
mission, he will pay the fare demanded, taking a receipt therefor, if one 
can be obtained, and charge the same in his account. If no such voucher 
can be obtained, the charge must be verified by a certificate on honor as 
to its correctness, and he will, when the fare has been paid to a railroad 
company, clearly describe such company by its proper corporate title, 
(not initials only,) and also give the termini of the route passed over, and, 
in the case of a contractor, the number of his route. This must be 
strictly observed. A special agent is not required to present his com­
mission in order to obtain passage free, if, in his judgment, it is expe­
dient not to do so. In such case he should pay his fare. 

SEC. 684. A special report or other communication to the Departmenl 
should not embrace more than one subject. If special agents have OCCJ 
sion to communicate with the Department in the same mail on moi 
than one topic, each must be the subject of a separate letter. Communi­
cations to the Department should be concise and explicit, in such manne] 
as to present the subject-matter in the smallest space consistent wit! 
perspicuity; and all written official communications to the Department 
should be addressed to the particular bureau to which they may relate. 

SEC. 685. Official communications marked " Confidential" from thi 
special agents of this Department will be held as confidential. In m 
case will their contents be otherwise used, except as a last resort in thi 
administration of the affairs of the Department, or to secure the ends OJ 
justice. But no communication should be so marked unless it relates 
solely to business of the Department and inits interest, and in pursuance of 
confidential instructions. 

SEC. 686. All official communications from the Department must be; 
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regarded as confidential; but it may become necessary, in the prosecu­
tion of their duties, for special agents to disclose in some cases their con­
tents or portions thereof. They are required to be discreet in this par­
ticular, and to make known, if the necessity arise, only so much as may 
enable them to further their labors to advantage. In no case, however, 
where a communication is evidently intended to be confidential, may its 
contents or purport be made known to any person. Any departure from 
this injunction must first be duly authorized. 

SEC. 687. By the terms of his appointment, a special agent is expected 
to give all his time and attention to the service. The Postmaster-Gen­
eral is constrained, therefore, to decide that to engage actively in any 
business or employment requiring a division of his time is inconsistent 
with the official obligations he owes the Department, and will be suffi­
cient cause to revoke his commission. 

SEC. 688. Special agents are required to keep a brief but accurate 
journal of daily duty, which must show the locality and manner of em­
ployment of each agent on the several days of each month, and must 
indicate the depredation cases in the investigation of which he is en­
gaged, and the progress of his investigations. Each agent will forward 
to the Department, with his monthly account, or as soon after the close 
of each month as it is practicable to do so, a transcript of so much of 
his journal as may not have been communicated in special reports. 

SEC. 689. Upon visiting money-order post-offices, he will examine the 
money-order registers and cash-book, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether or not the former have been properly kept, and the latter "bal­
anced daily, as the regulations prescribe. He will also ascertain whether 
or not postmasters comply fully with the following requirements of the 
money-order instructions, viz: that, " at the close of each week, they 
shall, without delay, make out and forward a statement of the busi­
ness done during the week; that they must promptly remit for deposit 
all surplus money-order funds not absolutely required to meet payments, 
as the improper retention or use of such funds will subject them to the 
penalties of embezzlement; and that they must, at all times, be ready 
to prove to a special agent that they actually have on hand the amount 
of reserve funds which they are permitted to hold." Should he find 
that apostmaster has failed to perform his duty in any of these particu­
lars, or that he has been otherwise negligent in the transaction of the 
money-order business—for example, that he does not forward promptly 
advices of orders issued—the special agent will call his attention to 
such delinquency, administer a proper admonition, and, unless the mat­
ter be of minor importance, report the case to the superintendent of the 
money-order system. He will, furthermore, examine every communica­
tion from the money-order office, whether written or printed, which 
may have been received at the post-office since his last visit, in order 
that he may enforce a strict compliance on the part of the postmaster 
with all special instructions. Whenever serious difficulties are by him 
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reported to exist in the conduct of the money-order business at any 
post-office, the special agent for the money-order service will be sent, if 
practicable, to that office, to the end that he may cause the speedy re­
moval of such difficulties. 

SEC. 690. A special agent is liable at any time to be called on to take 
charge of a post-office in case of default, resignation, or death of a post­
master, and perform the full functions of a postmaster. He will there­
fore be in readiness'to file bonds in such cases in such security as the 
Postmaster-General may require and approve, according to law. 

SEC. 691. At each post-office of the first or second class, or any other 
office where allowance is made for clerk-hire, a special agent will observe 
whether or not the postmaster gives his personal attention to its busi­
ness. A postmaster, by his commission, is bound to render his time 
and attention, as far as he may be required, to his office ; and if this be 
not done, and any expense is thereby incurred on the revenues of the 
Department, in the way of additional help, the special agent will notify 
the Department of the fact in a special report. He will carefully exam­
ine, at each post-office he may visit, whether such watchful supervision 
is exercised over it as to secure subordination, method, and personal 
accountability among those employed therein. Where a flagrant abuse 
or imperfection in that part of the service confided to his supervision is 
discovered, he will make a report thereof to the Department; but when 
the complaint can be corrected by advice or admonition on his part, no 
special report should be made. 

SEC. 692. It will be an incidental duty, when visiting a post-office in 
the discharge of his duty, to ascertain whether the quarterly accounts 
of the postmaster have been promptly and properly rendered. The 
duplicates retained by the postmaster should be carefully scrutinized. 
I t will also be his duty, when he visits a post office, to inquire whether 
the postmaster has any collection-drafts drawn on other postmasters in 
his possession; and if so, to ascertain if due diligence has been used to 
obtain payment. He will also ascertain, when he visits a post-office, in 
what manner the postmaster pays over the revenues of his office to the 
Department, whether by deposits with other postmasters, under instruc­
tions, or by payments to contractors; and if it be either a deposit or 
a collection office, he will examine the duplicate receipts from the 
depository or contractors to whom payment has been made, in order 
to inform himself whether the amount paid agrees with the amount 
reported to be due the United States each quarter. To protect 
the revenues of the Department, he will make personal examination, 
as frequently as he can, into the emolument-account of postmasters. 
He must satisfy himself that all box-rents collected are strictly accounted 
for in this account, according to the regulations of the Department and 
the official oaths of the accounting postmasters. He will make it also a 
special duty to make careful examinations into a postmaster's accoum 
of receipts of postage in money on regular and transient printed matter 
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and to see that the accounts are properly kept, and that the sums so col­
lected are charged in his account-current each quarter. He will ascertain 
whether the postmaster at any office which he has occasion to visit 
keeps a general account, according to the regulations of the Depart­
ment, and if not, he will instruct him to do so, and direct the manner in 
which it should be done. 

SEC. 693. Under the regulations, postmasters are required to effectually 
cancel postage-stamps affixed to mailable matter deposited in their 
offices for the mails or for local delivery. Each special agent will give 
particular attention to this requirement, by frequent inspection of the 
method of cancellation in the various offices, and correct negligence or 
abuses when discovered. 

SEC. 694. At post-offices terminating routes, he will examine the 
prescribed * schedules and modes of conveyance, and observe whether 
there is any deviation from the contract obligations. He will observe 
whether any errors have been embraced in schedules, or whether any 
other defective arrangements exist in the transportation service, caus­
ing delays or failures of connection; and if there be such, he will 
suggest intelligently the proper change and remedies. He will care­
fully observe what arrangements are made for the safety of the mails 
while being conveyed between the several post-offices and the railway 
stations or mail-cars. He will inform himself of the duties and obliga­
tions of local agents and mail-messengers, as set forth in their printed 
instructions. He is required to keep a strict watch over this branch of 
the service, that negligence may be detected, if it exists, irregularities 
corrected, and that all other duties coming within the scope of the 
several instructions to such employes are intelligently and accurately 
performed. But a detection of negligence, errors, or irregularities 
affecting the transportation or distribution of the mails, should, if not 
immediately corrected by him, be reported to the assistant superin­
tendent of railway mail-service of his division for his action in the 
premises. 

SEC. 695. He will see that no unnecessary expense is either made or 
suffered to remain chargeable on the revenues of the Department with­
out its being brought to the notice of the Postmaster-General in special 
reports. "This implies, on his part, an inspection of mail-messenger 
service, local agents' service, and other matters of like nature. While 
economy is to be carefully kept in view, it is not intended that neces­
sary expenditures for increased facilities for the movement of the mails 
shall be denied. 

SEC. 696. A special agent will not confine himself to the district as­
signed him under all circumstances. An exigency may arise in the 
investigation of mail depredations which would lead him into an adjoin­
ing district in his own or another division, in order to successfully pros­
ecute his inquiries or to apprehend a criminal. In all such cases, the 
special agent of the district to be visited should be consulted, if practi­
cable. 
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SEC. 697. I t is expected that each special agent, in the absence of the 
assistant superintendent of railway mail-service, will, when a necessity 
arises for the exercise of any of the functions of that officer, give diligent 
attention to the case presented, and report his action to the assistant 
superintendent of the division. And it is expected that the special agents 
and assistant superintendents' of railway mail-service in the several 
divisions will act in perfect harmony with each other to elevate the char­
acter of the Department for faithfulness, efficiency, and punctuality in 
the several branches of its service. 

SEC. 698. A special agent will not withdraw himself from the district 
assigned him to visit the seat of government without permission from 
the Department, and he is required to follow strictly the instructions 
on the wrappers which inclose the reports of losses forwarded to him for 
investigation. 

SEC. 699. Any question which may arise in the course of business 
requiring the particular attention of a special agent, not touched upon 
in these instructions, will be made the subject of special communica­
tion from the Department. 

SEC. 700. Letters deposited in post-offices for transmission in the mails 
should be forwarded according to the address thereon; but letters sent 
by the writers under cover from one. post-office to another, with or with­
out request to mail the same, carry with them evidence of a fraudulent 
purpose. As postmasters may not refuse to postmark and forward them, 
they should be instructed that the Post-Office establishment cannot, 
permit itself to become a party to what bears evidence of fraudulent 
mrent, and that in all such cases they should indorse m writing, on the. 
reverse side of such letters, the following sentence: uReceivedat >.— 
tinder cover from the post-office at , to be forwarded in the mail? 

SEC. 701. Before entering on duty, each and every special agent of 
this Department must take the official oath required by law. 

SEC. 702. I t is expected that no consideration of a personal nature 
will deter a special agent from an impartial discharge of the duties 
assigned him in these or subsequent instructions. The primary virtue 
in a public officer is fidelity to official obligations. While he is bound 
in honor to the Department to protect its interests and its revenues, he 
is, nevertheless, bound to be wholly impartial in his decisions and recom­
mendations, so that in equity there may be no appeal from them. The 
Postmaster-General will regard it as a very grave offense against the 
sacred trust reposed in him if an existing abuse, or excessive or unnec­
essary expenditure of public money made or sought to be made, or any 
other thing affecting the revenue of the Department or the interest of j 
the people, is permitted to remain or be accomplished, when such is 
known or made known in any manner to him. The uniform purity of 
intention of every special agent should be made manifest by his official 
acts, that the Postmaster-General may have that confidence which their 
official relationship ought to inspire. Special agents must so conduct 
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themselves that every official act shall be sustained by satisfactory evi-
[' dence of its propriety, and its accordance with the intent and meaning 
of these instructions. And they are especially enjoined that their inter­
course with other persons in the service, and with the general public, 
must be characterized by irreproachable deportment, and inflexible 
integrity. 

SEC. 703. The Postmaster-General considers special agents of the 
Department as his representatives, under these instructions, in the 
respective divisions or districts to which they are assigned, and as 
such, all postmasters, contractors, and others in the service are subor­
dinate to them. They are responsible for their official acts only to him. 
In the discharge of their duties, as set forth in these instructions, and 
others that may be issued from time to time, they are required to act 
with the single purpose of advancing the interests of the public, and 
the efficiency and security of the Department. The elementary details 
of the postal service must receive their unremitting attention, to the end 
that the purpose for which the Post-Office- establishment was created 
shall, as far as they may be concerned, have a faithful and complete 
fulfillment. 



C H A P T E R X L . 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CLERKS IN RAILWAY POST-OFFICES. 

SEC. 704. The general principles governing the distribution and 
making up of mail-matter, in all post-offices, railway post-offices, and 
route-agencies, are: 

1. That each shall make a proper distribution of all mail, (for any and 
all States, AND ONLY THOSE,) when the same or any portion thereof can i 
advanced or expedited by making such a distribution. 

2. That each shall make up all mail separately by States, marking the 
name of the State on the "facing slip" of the package, or, if in a pouch 
or bag by itself, on the label or tag of the same. 

SEC. 705. Where there is more than one clerk appointed to duty in' 
any railway post-office, one of the number will be designated as head| 
clerk, and the others as clerks and assistant clerks. 

SEC. 706. The head clerk will have charge of and be accountable foi 
all property belonging in or pertaining to his office, and he will, for the 
time being, have full charge of the office. It will be his duty to se 
that all necessary bills are made, all distribution in his office is correct, I 
and that all mails are properly made up and put upon the proper routef 
to their destination. It will be his duty to attend personally to the dis­
tribution of the letter-mail, and perform a just and full proportion of j 
the labor in his office. 

SEC. 707. It will be the duty of the clerks to implicitly obey the OIH 
ders of their head clerks, and to perform a just and full proportion of labor; I 
and no head clerk or other clerk will consider his duty performed, or \ 
his labor ended, until the whole mail has been properly distributed, 
pouched, and transmitted. 

SEC. 708. It will be the duty of the railway post-office clerks to re­
ceive and properly distribute all mail-matter sent to them by the initial 
or other post-office on their route, and all mail-matter that may be 
placed in the railway post-office letterboxes, or that may be sent 
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them by other railway post-office clerks or route-agents on any connect 
ing or intersecting railway, or that may be sent to them for distribu­
tion from any other office. 

SEC. 709. Packages made up by States need not be opened unless the 
railway post-office receiving the same makes a distribution of mail for 
such States, in which case the packages should all be opened and dis­
tributed. 

SEC. 710. Bailway post-office clerks, when making up letter-mails for 
other railway post-offices and distributing post-offices, will in all cases 
make up the same separately by States. This rule will also apply to paper 
mails when the quantity is sufficient to warrant the making up of a bag 
for the same. 

SEC. 711. In making up letter-mails for-post-offices, letters for deliv 
ery must be placed in packages by themselves, and letters for distribu 
tion in separate packages. 

SEC. 712. All packages sent to an office for delivery must be securely 
tied with twine. A letter bearing the name of the office, plainly writ­
ten, for which each package is intended, must be faced out on both 
sides. Only the unpaid postages in those packages should be post-billed. 
Packages sent to an office for distribution must be securely tied, using 
"facing slips" in the address of the same in the manner prescribed in 
the following section ; but clerks must make no bills of unpaid postages 
in the latter packages, as it is the duty of the office in which the letters 
are LAST distributed to make the bills. 

SEC. 713. All letter-packages made up by rail way post-office clerks, and 
intended for distribution by another railway post-office, route-agent, or 
distributing post-office, should have upon each of such packages a slip 
of paper upon which should be written the name of railway post-office, 
route-agent, or distributing post-office to which the package is made up, 
and should also have upon it the name of the clerk making up the same, 
together with the postmark (with date) of his line. All slips received 
upon letter-packages made up by any and all railway post offices, route 
agents, and post-offices should be forwarded daily to the superintendent 
of railway mail-service of the division in which the receiving line lies, 
with such errors as may be found in the same noted upon the reverse 
side of the slip, giving the name of the post-office, county, and State of 
the letter or letters missent. Upon slips covering packages wherein no 
mistakes are found, the letters "O. K." should be noted upon the face of 
the slips, the same to be a guarantee that the packages were duly ex 
amined. 

SEC. 714. Bailway post-office clerks, in making up mails for delivery 
to pass intact to destination, will in all cases mail direct in the manner 
described in Section 712, and especially to all offices to which their 
terminal or other offices, intersecting or connecting railway post-offices, 
or route-agents, s«nd through pouches. They will also make up pack­
ages of mail-matter for distribution in such distributing offices as they 
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may be instructed from time to time so to do, in the manner described 
in Section 712.* 

SEC. 715. Letters deposited in the railway post-offices for transmission 
must be carefully postmarked with date, and the postage-stamps thereon 
effectually canceled. 

SEC, 716. Bailway post-office clerks will carefully distribute and make 
up all mails by the schemes which may be furnished them, and will con­
form to any changes which may be made in the same by the superin. 
tendent of their division, and will make a regular exchange of through 
pouches with such post-offices, railway post-offices, and route-agents as 
they may be directed from time to time so to do. 

SEC. 717. Letters sent to a route-agent should be made up in direct 
packages by offices, for all post-offices within the first thirty miles from 
the point of receipt by such route-agent; and when there are ten or more 
letters for any office on the route beyond the first thirty miles from the 
point of receipt, they should also be made up direct. The above, however, 
may be modified by special directions. All unpaid letters sent to a route, 
agent should be billed and mailed direct. 

SEC. 718. For no reason may a pouch in transit, labeled for any office, 
be withheld or diverted from its destination. A regular exchange of 
pouches between exchanging offices is essential. 

SEC. 719. Bailway post-office clerks will make a regular exchange of 
pouches with other railway post-office clerks on the same line at the 
meeting points, to the end that any mail-matter that may have been 
carried past the office at which it should have been left, or any mail-
matter that may have been sent in the wrong direction, may be speedily 
returned to the proper office, or put upon the proper route to its desti­
nation ; and all mail-matter which may be found irregularly mailed, or 
on the wrong route, should in all cases be put upon the proper route at 
the earliest moment possible. 

SEC. 720. They will in all cases regularly return pouches, locks, and 
lapels, with mail, to offices and route-agents which send pouches to them. 
This is indispensable, in order that the active exchange of pouches and 
mail may not be broken. 

SEC. 721. Bailway post-office clerks through whose hands registered-
package envelopes or registered packages of stamps and stamped envel­
opes may pass in course of transmission by mail, are required to note 
in a book, furnished by the Department, (to be carefully preserved, and 
subject at all times to inspection by a special agent or other author­
ized officer of the Department,) the numbers, postmark, date, and ad­
dress of every such envelope or package, and the disposition made 

* Kailway-clerks are forhidden to send letters to a distributing post-office or other 
office for distribution, for offices which may be supplied by other connecting or inter­
secting railway post-offices, or by connecting or intersecting route-agents, or by mail­
ing direct according to these instructions, unless by doing so the letters would be ad­
vanced in transmission to the places of destination. 
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thereof by them. They will in all cases obtain a receipt for each such 
package from the postmaster or person to whom they may deliver it, as 
instructed in the u Begulations respecting the registration of letters." 
Special attention is expected to be paid to this instruction, and a viola­
tion of it will be considered a serious offense, rendering the delinquent 
clerk liable to a prompt removal from office. 

SEC. 722. To protect themselves against fraud in the matter of receipts 
given to postmasters and others en route for registered packages, rail­
way post-office clerks will affix the imprint of the postmarking stamp 
on each receipt, signed as many times as there may he packages; thus, 
if there be one package named in the receipt, affix the imprint once ; 
if there be two, twice; if three, three times; and so on. Any interlinea­
tions or additions made thereon, after such receipts shall have left their 
hands signed, may thus be certainly detected. 

SEC. 723. All railway post-office clerks are expected to use extraordi­
nary vigilance in guarding the mails under their charge, which must 
not be left for a moment exposed, day or night, and especially in making 
transfers where there is a considerable portage between trains. Should 
they become aware that the mails are so exposed at any time or place, 
(the mails in the mean time having passed from their hands to those of 
other persons employed in their care, delivery, or transfer,) they are re­
quired to report the case in writing to the superintendent of railway 
mail-service for the division in which such culpable neglect occurs, for 
his information and action. 

SEC. 724. The clerks are especially instructed that no waste-paper 
may pass from their offices without .first making a careful examination 
to ascertain whether such waste does not contain letters received by 
them for distribution. Waste-paper and twine should be preserved in 
a bag, and sent to the principal terminal office of the line. 

SEC. 725. Letters deposited in the railway post-office, (excepting sol­
diers' and sailors' letters, duly certified according to regulations,) wholly 
unpaid, or less than one full rate prepaid, are to be regarded as unmail­
able matter, and should be sent immediately to the office at the terminus 
of their routes nearest Washington, D. C , affixing to each of such let­
ters the imprint of their postmarking stamp, in order to know where each 
letter originated. 

SEC. 726. Letters received by them from any source to which are 
affixed stamps previously usdd, or stamps cut from stamped envelopes, and 
letters not addressed, or so badly addressed that their destination cannot 
be known, are to be regarded as unmailable matter, and treated in the 
same manner as above directed, omitting, however, the imprint of the 
postmarking stamp, excepting in case of letters deposited in the rail­
way post-office. 

SEC. 727. All railway post-office clerks are expected to post them­
selves thoroughly in relation to the proper rates of postage, and all 
other points of postal laws and regulations, as much as though they 
were postmasters. 
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SEC. 728. Head clerks will promptly notify the superintendent of 
pailway mail-service of their division, in writing, of any change of 
schedule on their own line, or any connecting route-agent line, and the 
same obligation is specially imposed where there is a personal knowledge 
of any detention, irregularity, or obstruction imperiling celerity in the 
movement of the mails. 

SEC. 729. Each railway post-office clerk is forbidden to absent himself 
from his line, or to exchange runs with a railway post-office clerk on any 
other line, or to employ or transfer his duties to a substitute, without 
the written permission of the superintendent of railway mail-service of 
his division; and the clerk to whom such leave is granted will be required 
to furnish a suitable and competent substitute, at his own expense, 
unless he can make satisfactory arrangements with the other clerks on 
his line to perform his duties during his absence. In case of sickness 
the duties of the sick clerk must be performed by the other clerks of 
the line, and whea a substitute is employed he must be duly sworn. 

SEC. 730. Bailway post-office clerks must remain on duty the whole 
length of their allotted runs. The run embraces their initial and ter­
minal offices. 

SEC. 731. It is the duty of each head clerk and clerk to accompany 
the mails to and from the initial and terminal offices of their respective 
routes, and register their, names and the day and hour of their departure 
and arrival at the time. Head clerks will also note in the register, on 
arrival, each and all failures to connect with intersecting railway post-
offices and route-agents, or to receive any or all mails from any post-
office, railway post-office, or route-agent with which they make a regu­
lar exchange of pouches; and the clerk making the following trip, if he 
receives the delayed mails, will note the fact in the register. They 
should also note any irregularities occurring on the trip. 

SEC. 732. Each clerk is required to date and sign with his official sig­
nature all replies to official inquiries and other communications. 

SEC. 733. The railway post-office is for the exclusive accommodation of ] 
mails and the persons specially appointed to take charge of the same. 
It is strictly private, not to be entered by any person except regular I 
special agents of the Post-Office Department. The conductor of the 
train, however, will have access to the office in the performance of his 
duties, and in case of necessity other railway hands may pass through, | 
but none of them shall be allowed to remain therein. 

SEC. 734. Head clerks in railway post-offices are required to keep 
constantly on hand a supply, at their own outlay, of postage-stamps, of J 
the denominations of two, three, and six cents, for the accommodation 
of the public at the cars. No application for stamps of such denomina­
tions may be refused, but no application for a number greater than is I 
required for the emergency of the case should be furnished. Applicants 
should make their own change. I t is a penal offense to demand for a J 
postage-stamp a sum exceeding that expressed on its face. 
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SEC. 735. All discussions, especially where a contrariety of opinions 
exists, should be sedulously avoided while in the discharge of duty. 
Discussions trench on the time which all clerks are bound to give to the 
Department and the public, while in no way do they promote harmony 
and accuracy in. the performance of the delicate work of distribution. 

SEC. 736. Traffic in merchandise, while on duty, by a railway post-
office clerk, for his personal profit, even though the regular tariff rates 
of the railway company are paid therefor, is absolutely prohibited. Bail-
way post-office clerks must confine themselves wholly, while on the 
train, to the duties imposed upon them by the Department. 

SEC. 737. The private interchange of thought and opinions, through 
the medium of correspondence, is necessarily confided to the mails. The 
sanctity of correspondence must be held inviolate. There can be no 
greater breach of the proprieties of official station than the revelation, 
in any way, of anything touching correspondence passing in the mails. 
No information may be imparted, voluntarily or otherwise^concerning 
letters passing through the hands of railway clerks in the process of 
distribution, excepting to those who may be officially authorized to re­
ceive information when such may be desired. No indorsement upon a 
letter, nor addition thereto, in pencil, or ink, or in any other way, 
excepting it be the correction of an error in the direction, will be per­
mitted ; and any impertinent or offensive indorsement will cause the 
clerk guilty of such gross misdemeanor to be dismissed from the service 
in disgrace. 

SEC. 738. Bailway post-office clerks must not permit postmasters to 
count stamps on letters deposited in the cars for mailing, pending the 
biennial adjustment of postmasters' salaries. 

SEC. 739. On the resignation, suspension, or removal of a railway 
post-office clerk, he shall turn over to his successor the mail-keys and 
all other -property, records, &c, (including the records of registered 
packages received and forwarded,) in his possession, taking receipts for 
the mail-keys at the time, and forwarding the same to the Second Assist­
ant Postmaster-General. A refusal to deliver all or either of the above 
articles of property on demand is an indictable offense under the statutes 
of the United States. 

SEC. 740. The making known by clerks of probable vacancies in rail­
way post-offices is strictly forbidden, and it will be regarded as reprehen­
sible if they aid in the procuring of appointments to such vacancies. 

SEC. 741. It is especially enjoined upon all railway post-office clerks 
to observe, in their official intercourse with the public and with each 
other, the strictest courtesy; and each clerk, of whatever grade, must 
endeavor by active and intelligent effort to promote the .positive inter­
est of the service and the public. 

SEC. 742. The rules and regulations of the railway companies, not in 
conflict with these instructions, must be respected and obeyed. 

SEC. 743. The use of intoxicating liquors is strictly prohibited in the 
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railway post-office, and any clerk found in a state of intoxication while 
q^duty will be deemed unfit for the service. 

SEC. 744. In case a mail in whole or in part be burned, or otherwise 
injured, it is the duty of the head clerk in charge at the time to report 
the facts in the case to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, and 
duplicate the information to the assistant superintendent of the division 
in which such loss occurred, for any action that may be necessary on his 
part in the premises. 

SEC. 745. Bailway post-office clerks are specially instructed not to 
make a delivery at the cars of letters in transit, which come into their 
hands for distribution, to any person whatever, (except an authorized 
special agent of the Department,) although it be personally known to 
them that the applicant is the person named in the address. The act 
of delivery is devolved by law and the regulations of the Department 
on the postmaster at the office to which the letters are addressed. 

SEC. 746. Exchanges of letter-mails between post-offices of every 
description must always be made in locked pouches, and whether there 
is any letter-mail or not, a pouch, duly locked, must be furnished where-
ever one is due. Under no circumstances should mail be delivered at 
any place where there is not a regularly established post-office, and 
whenever a post-office is discontinued, the mail for it should be deliv­
ered into the nearest established post-office. 

SEC. 747. The Department pays each railway clerk for daily service, 
whether he is on duty every day or not, and therefore has a right to 
demand service of him at any time. Each railway post-office clerk will 
therefore leave his address, giving street and number, with the super­
intendent of his division, if accessible, or with the postmasters at the 
termini of his line, so that he can be found when needed. Each clerk 
is forbidden to leave his place of residence when off duty, without.first 
notifying the superintendent of his division. 

SEC. 748. Bailway iiost-office clerks will carefully comply with all 
instructions of the Department, and ignorance will never be considered 
an excuse for any violation or neglect of the same. 

SEC. 749. Any departure from or addition to these instructions will 
be communicated to each head clerk at the time, and he will be required 
to keep a record of such communication for reference. 



C H A P T E R X L I 

INSTRUCTIONS TO ROUTE-AGENTS. 

SEC. 750. It is the duty of route-agents to receive and properly sepa­
rate and distribute all mail-matter sent to them by the post-offices on 
their respective routes, and all mail-matter that may be received from 
the public at the cars or placed in the letter-boxes designed for the 
reception thereof, or that may be sent them by other route-agents and 
railway post-offices on any connecting or intersecting route, or from any 
other source whatever. 

SEC. 751, All previous instructions forbidding the reception of letters 
and other mail-matter at the cars are rescinded. Letters and other 
mail-matter must be received at the cars up to the last moment of the 
starting of the train at all stations, as in the case of railway post-offices. 

SEC. 752. Letters deposited in the cars, or handed to route-agents at 
the cars, for transmission in the mail, must be carefully postmarked, 
and the postage-stamps thereon effectually canceled. 

SEC. 753. Postmarking stamps will be furnished each route-agent 
(if needed) on application to t̂ he First Assistant Postmaster-General, 
stating briefly and precisely the lettering required on the face of the 
stamp. No postmarking stamps will be furnished any line greater in 
number than the mail-cars actually in use on that line. 

SEC. 754. The practice of distributing letters before pouching in the 
same loose manner as printed matter is prohibited. Letters for any 
office (except in cases where there may be but a single letter for an 
office) must be secured together in the manner stated in Section 756. 
The importance of this will be readily understood from the fact that 
these little missives, when distributed singly, frequently slide through 
an almost imperceptible or hidden crack in the paper case, and, becom­
ing lost to view, are either wholly lost or greatly delayed in transit 
before discovery is made. 

SEC. 755. In making up letter-mails for post-offices, letters for delivery 
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must be placed in packages by themselves, and letters for distribution 
in separate packages, as prescribed in the following section. 

SEC. 756. All packages sent to an office for delivery must be securely 
tied with twine. A letter bearing the name of the office, plainly written, 
for which each package is intended, must be faced out on both sides. 
Only the unpaid postages in such packages will be post-billed. Packages 
sent to an office for distribution must be securely tied, using " facing 
slips" in the address of the same, in the manner prescribed in the follow­
ing section; but route-agents must make no bills of unpaid postages in 
the latter packages, as it is the duty of the office in which the letters 
are last distributed to make the bills. 

SEC. 757. All letter-packages made up by route-agents and intended 
for distribution by another route-agent, railway post-office, or distribut­
ing post-office, should have upon each of such packages a slip of paper 
upon which must be written the name of route-agency, railway post-
office, or distributing post-office to which the package is made up, and 
must also have upon it the name of the route-agent making up the 
same, together with the postmark (with date) of his route. All slips 
received upon letter-packages made up by any and all route-agents, 
railway post-office clerks, and post-offices, must be forwarded daily to 
the superintendent of railway mail-service of the division in which the 
receiving route lies, with such errors as may be found in the same noted 
upon the reverse side of the slip, giving the name of the post-office, 
county, and State of the letter or letters missent. Upon slips cover­
ing packages wherein no mistakes are found, the letters " O. K." should 
be noted upon the face of the slips, the same to be a guarantee that the 
packages were duly examined. 

SEC. 758. Eoute-agents will open and distribute all packages made up 
by any office along the line of their routes for any distributing office or 
railway post-office. Packages received for separation, mailed direct for 
delivery, must not be opened. 

SEC. 759. Eoute-agents will interchangeably distribute for intersect­
ing and connecting route-agencies and railway post-offices. To facili­
tate transmission, they will mail DIRECT for delivery to only such post-
offices as they are specially instructed so to do, and in making up mails 
to pass intact to destination they will conform to instructions in Sec­
tion 756. 

SEC. 760. It will be the duty of each route-agent to post-bill all unpaid 
postages on letters received by him, and mail the same direct, securely tying 
the letters and post-bills together, so that they cannot be separated in 
transit. But letters upon which postage is due, which. he necessarily 
mails upon a D. P. O., railway post-office, or another route-agency, need 
not be post-billed, as it is the duty of the office or route-agent LAST 
distributing them for the office of delivery to make the bills. It must 
be always borne in mind that, in all cases, letters bearing unpaid post­
ages mailed DIRECT by route-agents to ANY OFFICE FOR DELIVERY 
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liUST BE POST-BILLED. I t is important that this section be strictly 
observed. 

SEC. 761. It is enjoined upon route-agents to examine with much 
care each locked pouch that they may receive and open, in order to be 
certain that there is no mail-matter left therein before putting the pouch 
aside for use again. 

SEC. 762. When a pouch is received, for any office beyond or distant 
from their own route, or for an intersecting, connecting, or distant 
railway route, (such pouches being under iron lock,) route-agents will 
place therein whatever mail they may have received for such office and 
for such railway route, in order that time may be gained in trans­
mission. 

SEC. 763. Pouches in transit received by route-agents should not be 
disturbed other than as directed in Section 762. For no reason may a 
pouch in transit, labeled for any office, be withheld or diverted from its 
destination. A regular exchange of pouches between exchanging offices 
is essential. 

SEC. 764. They will in all cases regularly return pouches, locks, and 
labels, with or without mail, to route-agents, railway post-offices, and 
offices sending pouches to them. This is indispensable, in order that 
the active exchange of pouches may .not be broken. 

'SEC. 765. Eoute-agents will make a regular exchange of pouches with 
other route-agents on the same line at the meeting points, to the end 
that any mail-matter that may have been carried in either direction 
past the office at which it should have been left, or any mail-matter 
that may have been sent in the wrong direction, may be speedily re­
turned to the proper office, or put upon the proper route to its desti­
nation ; and all mail-matter which may be found irregularly mailed, or 
on the wrong route, should in all cases be put upon the proper route at 
the earliest moment possible. 

SEC. 766. When a postmaster neglects to properly face letters and tie 
them in packages, the route-agent is instructed to request such post­
master, either in person, if he can, or by a courteous note, to change 
his practice to accord with these instructions, for the sake of aiding dis­
tribution on the train. 

SEC. 767. At catch stations, where cranes are erected for the exchange 
of mails between the trains and local post-offices on a line without slack­
ing speed, the route-agent must, in passing, make a delivery of the 
pouch for such office by hand, throwing the pouch at the proper point of 
delivery at least ten feet from the cars, in order to avoid the suction 
created by the momentum of the train. 

SEC. 768. Eoute-agents are especially instructed that no waste-paper 
may be discarded without a careful examination, to ascertain whether 
such waste does not contain letters received by them for distribution. 

SEC. 769. Eoute-agents are strictly forbidden to leave their routes, or 
to transfer their duties to substitutes, without the consent of the super-
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intendent of railway mail-service of the division in writing* In cases, 
however, of sickness or disability, or when, for other sudden and urgent 
reasons, an immediate substitution is an actual necessity, a postmaster 
at either end of a route may grant temporary leave of absence; and the 
substitute must be a person known to and approved by the postmaster. 
All substitutes must be sworn. But no postmaster may grant leave of 
absence for a period longer than necessary for referring the application 
to the superintendent of railway mail-service of the division, and its 
return therefrom by due course of mail. 

SEC. 770. It is the duty of each route-agent to accompany the mails 
to and from the initial and terminal offices of their respective routes, 
and register their names and the day and hour of their departure and 
arrival at the time. 

SEC. 771. I t is a rule that route-agents must continue on duty the 
whole length of their allotted runs, unless special permission is granted 
to the contrary. The run embraces their initial and terminal offices, 
and they must register their names in both offices, as stated in Section 
770, before leaving and after arrival. 

SEC. 772. The car or apartment allotted to the use of a route-agency 
is for the exclusive accommodation of mails and the persons specially 
appointed to take charge of the same. It is strictly private, not to be 
entered by any person except regular special agents of the Post-Office 
Department and those who may be otherwise duly authorized.t The 
conductor of the train, however, will have access to it in the performance 
of his duties, and, in case of necessity, other railroad hands may pass 
through, but none of them shall be allowed to remain therein. 

SEC. 773. Eoute-agents are specially instructed not to make a delivery 
at the cars of letters in transit, which come into their hands for dis­
tribution, to any person whatever, (except an authorized agent of the 
Department,) although it be personally known to them that the appli­
cant is the person named in the address. The act of delivery is devolved 
by law and the regulations of the Department on the postmaster at the 
office to which the letters are addressed. 

SEC. 774. Letters deposited in the route-agencies, (excepting soldiers' 
and sailors' letters, duly certified according to regulations,) wholly un­
paid, or less than one full rate prepaid, are to be regarded as unmailable 
matter, and should be sent immediately to the office at the terminus of 
their routes nearest Washington, affixing to each of such letters the 

* The employment of a substitute will not, however, be permitted, except in extreme 
cases. The rule is, that in cases of sickness, disability, or other unavoidable cause of 
absence, the duties of an absent agent must be performed, if possible, by and among 
the other remaining agents on the line. The employment of another agent on the 
same line is not a substitution within the meaning of this section. 

tWhen any person, duly autlwrized, is admitted and remains therein, it becomes an 
obligation upon the agent on duty at the time to notify the conductor of the train, in 
order that he may collect fare, or, if the person is entitled to passage free, that the con­
ductor may satisfy himself of the fact. 
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imprint of their postmarking stamp, in order to know where each letter 
originated. 

SEC. 775. Letters received by them from any source to which are 
affixed stamps previously used, or stamps cut from stamped envelopes, and 
letters not addressed, or so badly addressed that their destination cannot 
be known, are also to be regarded as unmailable matter, and treated in 
the same manner as above directed, omitting, however, the imprint of 
the postmarking stamp, excepting in case of letters deposited in the 
route-agencies. 

SEC. 776. Eoute-agents through whose hands registered-package 
envelopes or registered packages of stamps and stamped envelopes may 
pass in course of transmission by mail, are required to note in a book, 
furnished by the Department, (to be carefully preserved, and subject at 
all times to inspection by a special agent or other authorized officer 
of the Department,) the numbers, postmark, date, and address of every 
such envelope or package, and the disposition made thereof by them. 
They will in all cases obtain a receipt for each such package from the 
postmaster or person to whom they may deliver it, as instructed in the 
M Eegulations respecting the registration of letters." Special attention 
is expected to be paid to this instruction, and a violation of it will be 
considered a serious offense, rendering the delinquent agents liable to a 
prompt removal from office. 

SEC. 777. To protect themselves against fraud in the matter of receipts 
given to postmasters and others for registered packages, route-agents 
will affix the imprint of the postmarking stamp on each receipt signed as 
many times as there may be packages; thus, if there be one package 
named in the receipt, affix the imprint once; if there be two, twice; if 
three, three times; and so on. Any interlineations or additions made 
thereon, after such receipt shall have left their hands signed, may thus 
be certainly detected. 

SEC. 778. The private interchange of thought and opinions through 
the medium of correspondence is necessarily confided to the mails. The 
sanctity of correspondence must be held inviolate. There can be no 
greater breach of the proprieties of official station than the revelation, in 
any way, of anything touching correspondence passing in the mails. No 
information may be imparted, voluntarily or otherwise, concerning 
letters passing through the hands of route-agents in the process of dis­
tribution, excepting to those who may be officially authorized to receive 
information when such may be desired. No indorsement upon a letter, 
nor addition thereto in pencil, or ink, or in any other way, excepting it 
be the correction of an error in the direction, will be permitted; and any 
impertinent or offensive indorsement will cause the agent guilty of such 
gross misdemeanor to be dismissed from the service in disgrace. 

SEC. 779. Eoute-agents must not permit postmasters to count stamps 
on letters deposited in the cars for mailing, pending the biennial adjust­
ment of postmasters' salaries. 

11 

i 
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SEC. 780. Eoute-agents are expected to use extraordinary vigilance 
in guarding the mails under their charge, which must not be left for a 
moment unguarded, day or night, and especially in making transfers 
where there is a considerable portage between trains. Should they 
become aware that the mails are so exposed at any time or place, (the 
mails in the mean time having passed from their hands to those of other 
persons employed in the care, delivery, or transfer thereof,) they are re­
quired to report the case in writing to the superintendent of railway 
mail-service of the division for his information and action. 

SEC. 781. Each route-agent will be held strictly accountable for mail-
keys and other property of the Department placed in his possession 
from time to time during the continuance of his agency. 

SEC. 782. On the resignation or removal of a route-agent, he shall turn 
over to his successor the mail-keys, and all other property, records, &c, 
(including the records of registered packages received and forwarded,) 
in his possession, taking receipts for the mail-keys at the time, and for­
warding the same to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General. A 
refusal to deliver all or either of the above articles of property on demand 
is an indictable offense under the statutes of the United States. 

SEC. 783. I t is especially enjoined upon all route-agents to observe, 
in their official intercourse with the public, the strictest courtesy; and 
they must endeavor, by active and intelligent effort, to promote the 
positive interest of the service and the public. 

SEC. 784. The rules and regulations of the railway companies, not in 
conflict with these instructions, must be respected and obeyed. 

SEC. 785. The use of intoxicating liquors is prohibited in the route-
agencies. 

SEC. 786. In case a mail, in whole or in part, be burned or otherwise 
injured, it is the duty of the agent in charge at the time to report the 
facts in the case to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General without 
delay, and duplicate the information to the superintendent of the divi­
sion for any action that may be necessary on his part in the premises. 

SEC. 787. Traffic in merchandise, while on duty, by a route-agent, for 
his personal profit, even though the regular tariff rates of the railway 
company are paid therefor, is absolutely prohibited. Eoute-agents must 
confine themselves wholly, while on the train, to the duties imposed 
upon them by the Department. 

SEC. 788. Each route-agent is required to date and sign with his official 
signature all replies to official inquiries and other communications. 

SEC. 789. Any departure from or addition to these instructions will be 
communicated to each agent at the time, and he is required to keep a 
record of such communication for reference. 

SEC. 790. The introduction and successful issue of the railway post-
office system on many of the leading trunk-lines of "railway in the United 
States makes it now necessary to somewhat change the method and 
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anner of the route-agent system on lateral lines, in order to assinii-
ate the workings of the one to those of the other. 

: SEC. 791. Each route-agent in the service, or who may be hereafter 
appointed, will conform his practice to the foregoing instructions, and 
ignorance will never be considered an excuse for any violation or neg­
lect of the same. 



C H A P T E R X L I I . 

REGULATIONS UNDER T H E POSTAL CONVENTIONS W I T H 
T H E DOMINION OF CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND. 

SEC. 792. The Dominion of Canada comprises the provinces of Quebec, 
Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Manitoba, and British Colum­
bia. 

The following are the offices of exchange for mails to or from Canada 
on the side of the United States and on the side of Canada, respect­
ively : 

On the side of tlie United States. On the side of Canada. 

i Hamilton. 
Albany, New York \ Toronto. 

( Montreal. 
f St. John, New Brunswick. 

Fredericton, New Brunswick. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Quebec. • 

Boston, Massachusetts <J Montreal. 
Kingston. 
Toronto. 
Hamilton. 

(_ Victoria, British Columbia. 
Bangor, Maine St. Stephens, New Brunswick. 
Burlington, Vermont Montreal. 

J" Toronto. 
Hamilton. 

Buffalo, New York 
Queenston. 
London. 
Fort Erie. 
Port Dover. 
Port Simcoe. 

i 



303 

Buffalo, New York < 

Calais, Maine 

f Port Eowan. 
Port Burwell. 
Port Vienna. 
Port Stanley. 
Great Western Eailroad. 

i Postal-car East. 
'" ' \ St. Stephens. 

Canada Eoads, Maine 1 Marlow. 
Cape Vincent, New York Kingston. 
Chicago, Illinois Great Western Eailroad. 
Cleveland, Ohio Port Stanley. 

C Sarnia. 
Detroit, Michigan I Windsor. 

( Chatham. 
Derby Line, Vermont Stanstead. 
-p * . •», . i St. John, New Brunswick. 
Eastport, Maine : . J ^ A n d r ' e w S ; N e w Brunswick. 
Fort Covington, New York Huntingdon. 
Fort Fairfield, Maine Andover, New Brunswick. 

C Western Express Eailroad. 
J St. Stephens, New Brunswick. 

* * 1 Woodstock, New Brunswick. 
(_ St. Andrews, New Brunswick. 

Island Pond, Vermont { ^ S k e . 
Marine City, Michigan Sombia. 
Mooers, ISew York Henningford. 
Morristown, New York Brockville. 

Newport Vermont { g £ £ £ f f l e . 
C Ottawa. 

Houlton, Maine 

New York, New York < 

Toronto. 
Kingston. 
Montreal. 
Hamilton. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 

i Victoria, British Columbia. 
North £Froy, Vermont Mansonville. 

Ogdensburgh, New York { g j J J ^ -

Olympia, Oregon Victoria, British Columbia. 
Oswego, New York Kingston. 
Pembina, Dakota Territory j J g f t j j l * ^ 
Plattsburgh, New York Montreal. 
Port Huron, Michigan Port Sarnia. 

{ St. John, New Brunswick. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Portland Maine J Yapm<>uth, Nova Scotia, 
lortland, Maine - • < M o n t r e a L 

Sherbrooke. 
[_ Atlantic and St. Lawrence Eailroad. 

Portland, Oregon Victoria, British Columbia. 
Bailway post-office between Boston 

and St. Albans Montreal. 
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Eichford, Vermont I Southeast Company's Eailroad. 

Rochester, New York { g J | | o p ( , 

Bouse's Point, New York St. John, New Brunswick. 
Eutland, Vermont Montreal. 
Sackett's Harbor, New York Kingston. 
San Francisco, California Victoria, British Columbia. 

( St. John, New Brunswick. 
St. Albans, Vermont \ §*• ^ r m f d S t a t i o n -

' j Montreal. 
I Vermont Junction Eiver. 

Sault de St. Mary, Michigan Sault St. Mar v. 
Suspension Bridge, New York . . . { g jg jWesternEive*. 
Swanton, Vermont. ....Phillipsburgh. 
Troy, New York Montreal. 
Vanceboro, Maine St. John, New Brunswick. 
Waddington, New York Morrisburgh. 
Whitehall, New York St. John, New Brunswick. 
Youngstown, New York Niagara. 

The offices of exchange for mails to or from Newfoundland are: 

On the side of tlve United States. On the side of Newfoundland. 

New York, New York St. Johns. 
Boston, Massachusetts St. Johns. 

SEC. 793. Under the postal convention with Canada, the respective 
United States exchange offices are required to stamp " United States" on 
all letters sent to Canada, as above; and to mark all paid letters received 
from Canada with the word "Paid," and the full amount of United 
States and Canada postage paid thereon, both in red ink; and to mark 
all unpaid letters received from Canada with the full amount of postage 
due thereon. Each mail is to be accompanied by a post-bill, giving the 
particulars of the mails dispatched; and accounts of the mails sent or 
received, showing the number of letters and newspapers exchanged, 
must be kept separately from the domestic accounts, and must be trans­
mitted monthly to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Fost-Office Depart­
ment, foreign desk. Blanks for post-bills and accounts are specially pre­
pared and furnished by the Post-Office Department. 

SEC. 794. For postage on correspondence for Canada, see table of 
rates of foreign postage. -Unpaid letters are subject to a postage charge 
of 10 cents per half ounce on delivery. Insufficiently prepaid letters are 
treated as wholly unpaid, but if one or more full rates are prepaid, the 
number of rates fully prepaid is always allowed, and the deficient post­
age only collected. The postage on correspondence other than letters 
is the United States domestic postage only, which must be prepaid on 
matter sent, and collected on matter received. Eegular subscribers in 
the United States for newspapers published in Canada, or vice versa, 
may have the same forwarded at the domestic quarterly rates of postage 
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to or from the line of crossing. On such newspapers sent, these rates 
must be prepaid at the office of mailing in the United States, the post­
master at which office will notify the postmaster at the nearest exchange 
office through which such papers are sent of such prepayment. On 
newspapers received in the United States from Canada for regular sub­
scribers, the postage must be paid at the receiving office. 

SEC. 795. The rates of postage, &c, for correspondence to or from 
Canada are applicable also to correspondence exchanged with Prince 
Edward Island. 

20 p c 



C H A P T E R X L I I I . 

RECEIVING AND FORWARDING FOREIGN MAILS 

SEC. 796. Postal conventions, establishing and regulating the ex­
change of international correspondence, have been concluded with the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Germany, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Denmark, Mexico, Salvador, Guate­
mala, British Honduras, Ecuador, Venezuela, Brazil, Argentine Bepub-
lic, Hawaiian Kingdom, New Zealand, Hong-Kong, and the Straits Set­
tlements, respectively. 

SEC. 797. The United States offices of exchange under these conven­
tions are as follows: 

For mails exchanged toith Great Britain and Ireland: New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Portland, (Maine,) Detroit, Chicago, and San Francisco. 

For mails exchanged with Germany: New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
and Chicago. 

For mails exchanged with Switzerland, Daly, Mexico, Brazil, Argentine 
Republic, and Venezuela: New York. 

For mails exchanged with the Netherlands and Belgium: New York and 
Boston. 

For mails exchanged with Denmark: New York and Chicago. 
For mails exchanged with Salvador, Guatemala, Hong-Kong, and the 

Straits Settlements: New York and San Francisco. 
For mails exchanged with British Honduras : New Orleans. 
For mails exchanged with the Haicaiian Kingdom; New York, San Fran­

cisco, Boston, Portland, (Oregon,) Teekalet, Olympia, and Port Townsend. 
SEC. 798. The mails for Europe are dispatched as follows : 
1. By steamers sailing from New York on Wednesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday of each week: the Wednesday steamer conveying mails for 
Great Britain and Ireland, and closed mails for the continent of Europe, 
(except Denmark,) via England; the Thursday steamer conveying mails 
for Great Britain and Ireland, for the continent of Europe, (except pt 
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Denmark,) via England, for Germany direct and for France direct, 
and closed mails for Denmark and Switzerland, via Germany; and the 
Saturday steamers conveying mails for Great Britain and Ireland, closed 
mails for the continent of Europe, (except Denmark,) via England, mails 
for Germany direct, and closed mails for Denmark and Switzerland, 
via Germany. 

2. By French mail-packets sailing from New York on every alternate 
Saturday, with mails for France direct. 

3. By steamers sailing from New York once a month, at irregular dates, 
conveying mails for Denmark and Sweden direct, and for Germany, 
via Stettin. 

4. By steamers sailing from Boston on Tuesday of each week, con­
veying mails for Great Britain and Ireland and for Belgium. 

5. By steamers sailing at irregular dates from Baltimore, conveying 
mails for Germany, and also from New Orleans, conveying mails for 
Spain and for Germany. 

SEC. 799. The mails for the West Indies, and for the Central and 
South American States, are dispatched as follows : 

1. By steamer sailing from New York, on the 23d of each month, for 
Bio de Janeiro, Brazil, touching at St. Thomas, Pernambuco, and 
Bahia, and conveying mails for the West Indies, and the north and east 
coast of South America, via St. Thomas, Brazil, and the Argentine 
Bepublic. . 

2. By steamers sailing from New York, every Thursday, for Havana, 
Cuba, conveying mails for that place, and for the West Indies, via 
Havana. 

3. By steamers sailing from New York, two or three times a month, for 
Panama, conveying mails for the Central and South American States, 
via Panama. 

4. By steamers sailing from New York, at irregular dates, for St. 
Thomas, San Domingo, Cuba, Central and South America. 

5. By steamers sailing from San Francisco, two or three times a month, 
for Panama, conveying mails for the Central and South American States, 
via Panama. 

6. By steamers sailing at irregular dates, from Philadelphia, Balti­
more, Key West, and New Orleans, for Havana. 

SEC. 800. The mails for Japan and China, and the Hawaiian Kingdom, 
(Sandwich Islands,) are conveyed from San Francisco as follows : 

1. For Japan and China, by steamers sailing on or about the 1st and 
16th of each month. 

2. For the Hawaiian Kingdom, by steamers or sailing-vessels leaving 
at irregular dates. 

I 



C H A P T E R X L I V . 

RATES OF POSTAGE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

SEC. 801. Postmasters must bear in mind that the rates of postage 
to foreign countries are subject to constant changes. The following 
table is correct up to May 1, 1873. Any changes that may occur 
will from time to time be announced in the several postal publications 
issued in Washington, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago, and Saint Louis. 

TABLE OF EATES OF POSTAGE TO EOEEIGN COUNTEIES. 
(*) Denotes that prepayment is optional; in all other cases it is compulsory. 
(f) Denotes that the additional table should be consulted. 
The postage on printed matter, samples, and patterns, and on registered letters, including registra­

tion-fee, must in all cases be prepaid. 

Countries, &c, and routes by which correspond­
ence may be forwarded. 
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Alexandria, German mail, direct, (registered 
letters, postage 14 cents per half ounce) 

Alexandria, German closed mail, via England, 
(registered letters, postage 15 cents per half 
ounce) 

Argentine Eepublic 
Ascension, British mail , 
Aspinwall 
Australia,British mail,via Southampton and Suez 
Australia, British mail, via Brindisi and Suez... 
Austria, German mail, direct 
Austria, German closed mail, via England 
Azores Islands, British mail, via Southampton.. 
Bahamas, by direct steamer from New York— 
Balearic Islands. (See Spain.) 
Belgium, closed mail, via England 
Belgum, direct 
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Teble of rates of postage to foreign countries—Continued. 

Countries, &c, and routes by which correspond­
ence may be forwarded. 

Belize, (British Honduras,) British packet, via 
St. Thomas 

Bermuda 
Bolivia, British mail, via Colon 
Borneo, British mail, via Southampton 
Brazil 
Canada, (letters, if unpaid, 10 cents per half 

ounce) 
Canary Islands, British mail, via Marseilles, t 
Cape of Good Hope, British mail,via Southamp­

ton 
Cape de Verde Islands, British mail, via South­

ampton 
Central America 
Chili, British mail, via Colon 

• China, (see Hong-Kong) 
Colombia, United States of 
Constantinople, German mail, direct 
Constantinople, German closed mail, via England 
Corsica. (See France.) 
Costa Eica 
Cuba, direct 
Denmark, closed mail, via Bremen or Hamburg 
East Indies, British, via San Francisco 
East Indies, British mail,via Southampton 
East Indies, British mail, via Brindisi 
Ecuador, closed mail, via Panama 
Egypt, (Lower, excluding Alexandria,) German 1 

mail, direct, via Trieste I 
Egypt, (Middle, excluding Alexandria,) German f 

mail, direct, via Trieste J 
Egypt, (Upper, excluding Alexandria,) German 

mail, direct, via Trieste 
Egypt, (Lower, excluding Alexandria,) German "j 

closed mail,via England and Trieste I 
Egypt,(Middle,excluding Alexandria,)German j 

closed mail,via England and Trieste j 
Egypt, (Upper, excluding Alexandria,) German 

closed mail,via England and Trieste 
Falkland Islands, British mail,via Southampton. 
Faroe Islands, via Denmark 
Fernando Po, British mail, via Southampton... 
France, direct mail 
France, British mail, t 
Gambia, British mail, via Southampton 
German States, German mail, direct 
German States, closed mail, via England 
Gibraltar, British mail, via Southampton 
Gold Coast, British mail, via Southampton 
Great Britain and Ireland 
Greece, German mail, direct 
Greece, German closed mail,via England 
Greenland, via Denmark 
Greytown, via Colon 
Guatemala 
Guiana, (British) ? 
Guiana, (French and Dutch) j 
Hawaiian Kingdom, via San Francisco 
Heligoland, German mail, direct 
Honduras, (British,) British mail,via St. Thomas| 
Hong-Kong, (and Chinese ports of Canton, Swa-

tow, Amoy, and Foo-Chow,) via San Francisco 
Iceland, via Denmark 
Ionian Islands. (See Greece.) 
Italy, (closed mail).., , 
Jamaica 
Japan, American packet,via San Francisco 
Java, British mail, via Southampton 

Cts. 
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printed matter. 

Cts. 

© CO 
~ I 

,P g 
r © 

Cts. 

(b) 

(e) 

(d) 

(b) 

to 

(b) 

m 

Cts. 

(b) 

to 

p g 
.2* 

(d) (d) 

Cts. 

(b) 
14 
to 
to 
12 
12 

(b) 
(b) 
(b) 

9 
11 

(b) 
(b) 

14 
12 
8 

12 
(b) 
12 
6 
8 

12 
12 
6 

12 
14 

(d) 

11 ^ a © p 
..•PCS 
!© p a 

' H i 
©*&& 

(b) 

Cts. 
10 
10 

(a) 
to 
(a) 
(a) 
"io" 

(a) 
(a) 
20 

14 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 

(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
12 
14 

(a) 

10 

(a) 

(a) 

Cts. 

16 
10 

16 
16 

16 
16 

16 
10 
16 

16 
8 
8 

16 
16 

8 

'l6 



310 

Tabic of rates of postage to foreign countries—Continue^. 

RH 

Countries, &c, and routes by which correspond­
ence may be lor warded. 

Java, British mail,via Brindisi 
Jerusalem, German mail, direct 
Jerusalem, German closed mail,via England... 
Lagos, (Africa,) British mail, via Southampton 
Liberia, British mail, via Southampton 
Madagascar, British mail, via Southampton 
Madeira, British mail, via Southampton 
Malta, British mail, via Southampton 
Malta, British mail, via Messina 
Mauritius, British mail, via Marseilles 
Mexico, direct, from New York % Moldavia, German mail, direct 
Moldavia, German closed mail, via England 
Morocco, British mail, via Southampton 
Natal, British mail, via Southampton 
Netherlands 
Newfoundland 
New Zealand, British mail, via Southampton... 
New Zealand, British mail, via Brindisi 
Nicaragua 
Norway, German mail, direct 
Norway, German closed mail, via England 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru, British mail, via Colon 
Philippine Islands, British mail,via Southampton 
Philippine Islands, British mail, via Brindisi .. 
Portugal, German mail, direct 
Portugal, German closed mail, via England 
Prince Edward Island,(letters,if unpaid, 10 cents 

per half ounce) 
Eoumania, German mail, direct 
Eoumania, German closed mail, via England 
Eussia, German mail, direct 
Eussia, German closed mail, via England , 
Salvador, via Colon 
Servia, German mail, direct 
Servia, German closed mail, via England 
Shanghai, via San Francisco 
Sierra Leone, British mail, via Southampton 
Spain, via New Orleans 
Spain, German mail, direct 
Spain, German closed mail, via England 
St. Helena, British mail, via Southampton 
S weden, German mail, direct (g) 
Sweden, German closed mail, via England^).... 
Switzerland, direct, closed mail, via England 
Switzerland, direct, closed mail, via Germany 
Tripoli, German mail direct, via Brindisi 
Tripoli, German closed mail, via England and 

Brindisi 
Tunis, German mail, via Brindisi 
Tunis, German closed mail, via England and 

Brindisi 
Turkey, (European and Asiatic,)comprising the 

following places in which there are Austrian 
post-offices: Adrianople, Antivari, Beyroot, 
Burgas, Caiffa, Cavallo,Candia, Canea, Czerna-
woda, Dardanelles, Durazza, Galipoli, Jaffa, 
Janina, Jerusalem, Irebolla, Kerassundo,Kus-
tendji, Lagos, Larnica, Mitylene, Philippopo-
lis, Prevesa, Eetimo, Ehodes, Eustchuck, Sa-
onica, Samsoon, Seres, Santi Quaranti, Smyr­
na, Sophia, Sulina, Tenedos, Trebizond, 
Tultcha, Valona, Varna, Volo, and Widdin, 
German mail, direct. 

Turkey, German closed mail, via England 
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papers. 
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10 
12 

(a) 
(a) 

9 
11 

(a) 
(a) 
8 

(b) 
(a) 

10 
10 

(a) 
20 

(a) 
(a) 
to 9 
11 
9 
11 

0I| 
© d 

© a m 

(a) 
9 
11 

(a) 
11 
13 

(a) 
(a) 

(t) 

10 
12 I 
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Table of rates of postage to foreign countries—Continued. 

Countries, &c, and routes by which correspond­
ence may be forwarded. 

News­
papers. 

E* 
© © 

Book-packets and other 
printed matter. 

© F 
>>d ft 
JH £ © 

© "Z2 
s So 

dSi 
| a 

© S « 
©.d «2 
I S * 
:,jvj © ' i l l <5 

Turkey, (European and Asiatic,) all other 
places, German mail, direct 

Turkey, (European and Asiatic,) all other 
places, German closed mail, via England 

Turk's Island 
Uruguay 
Vancouver's Island, (letters, if unpaid, 10 cents 
per half ounce) 

Venezuela 
Wallachia, German mail, direct 
Wallachia, German closed mail, via England 
West Indies, direct 
West Indies, British mail, via St. Thomas 

Cis. Cts. Cta. 
10 
12 

to 
(b) 

9 
11 

(b) 

Cts. 

to 

Cts. 
10 
12 
10 
10 
to 

Cts. 

10 
(a) Book-packet rate. 
(b) Two cents per two ounces. 
(c) Domestic rates, adding one cent for each newspaper, and one cent per ounce on other printed 

matter. 
(d) One cent per two ounces. 
\e) Domestic rates. 
(/) One cent per ounce. 
(g) Small newspapers each, not exceeding two ounces, six cents by German mail, direct; seven cents 

by closed mail, via England. 

ADDITIONAL TABLE OF EATES OF POSTAGE. 

Countries, &c, and routes by 
which correspondence may 
be forwarded. 

Canary Islands, Belgian mail... 

France, British mail, registered 
Tripoli, German mail, direct, 
Tripoli, German closed mail, 
Tunis, German mail, direct, via 
Tunis, German closed mail, via 

Letters, or­
dinary. 

tsj' 
c 

© © © M 
© 
© A 

*16 
no 
10 

ta 
c 
u © > © 43 c P 
a 
r© tsj O © > 
c *22 
no 
28 
14 
15 

*U 
*15 

ta 
© © > c 
~© d 
d 
r© 
© 
u © > 
6 

O 
u © 
© 
o 
P 
r© N O 
u © > O l 

*32*38 
*20.*26 
32 44 

... 

Letters, 
register'd. 

© 
© 
PH 

See 

© 
e3 
80 
O 
© 
d .2 
.2 
© 
© 

bjlow. 

Newspapers. 

© 

© 
© 
© 

5 
(J 
5 

6 

s 
c 
© 
0 
© 
ft 
6 

© 

© 
o 
o 

7 
8 

© 

© 
© 
© 

8 

*" 

J.. 
J 

t>; 
© 
© 
© 

9 
10 
9 

10 

© 
© 
O 
O 

10 

Book-packets. 

S3 O 
u 
© 
o 
"c 

4 

© 

© 
© 
+s C A 
10 

1 
4.. 
i 

sj 
© Oi 
© 
0 
c 

8 
10 
8 

10 

0 

© 
I 

12 

s 
c 
© 
© 
o 
A 

12 
14 
.s 

14 

sj 
c 
© > © 4̂  © 
ft 
14 

Patterns and 
samples. 

© 

© 
| 
O 
A 

8 
10 
ft 

O 
u 
© 
o 
© 
'A 

10 
12 
in 

'1 ' 
10! 10 

© ooN. CO 
U 
© 
43 
© 

12 
14 
12 
40 

© 
u 
> © 
0 
A 
14 

SEC. 802. Every international letter insufficiently prepaid or wholly 
unpaid, sent to or received from Great Britain and Ireland, is subject, 
in addition to the deficient postage, to a fine of six cents on delivery 
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at the place of destination. Book manuscript or corrected proof may 
be sent at book-packet rate of postage. 

SEC. 803. Every international letter wholly unpaid, sent to or received 
from Germany, is subject, on delivery, to double the prepaid rates, and 
every insufficiently prepaid letter is subject to double the prepaid rates, 
deducting the amount prepaid. Patterns or samples of merchandise 
exceeding the weight of 8 | ounces (15 loths) cannot be sent in the mails, 
and letters weighing If ounces (3 loths) or more, if containing articles 
subject to customs duties, instead of writings, documents, coupons, 
&c, are in like manner excluded from the mails sent to Germany. 

SEC. 804. Every international letter insufficiently prepaid or wholly 
unpaid, sent to or received from the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, and 
Switzerland, is subject, in addition to the deficient postage, to a fine of 
hve cents on delivery; if sent to or received from Denmark, to a fine of 
four cents; and if sent to or received from the Straits Settlements, via 
San Francisco, to a fine of 12 cents. 

SEC. 805. Newspapers, book-packets, samples, or patterns sent in the 
mails to Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Italy, and Denmark, are subject to the following regulations: 

1. No packet shall contain anything which shall be closed against 
inspection, nor any written communication whatever, except to state 
from whom and to whom the packet is sent, and the number and price 
placed upon each pattern or sample. 

2. No packet shall exceed two feet in length, or one foot in any other 
dimension, and shall not exceed the weight of 24 ounces, except to 
Germany. (See Section 803.) 

3. Neither country shall be bound to deliver any article the importa­
tion of which may be prohibited by the laws or regulations of the 
country of destination. 

4. If any customs duty is chargeable on any articles exchanged in the 
mails, such duty may be levied in either country for the use of the 
customs. 

Correspondence sent to or received from other foreign countries than 
those here mentioned is subject to the domestic regulations governing 
the transmission of that class of correspondence. 

SEC. 806. All liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials, and obscene 
books and inctures, as well as all articles which, from their nature or 
form, are liable to destroy, deface, or otherwise injure the contents of 
the mail-bags, or the person of any one engaged in the postal service, 
are excluded from the mails to foreign countries. 

SEC. 807. Letters and other correspondence may be registered to 
foreign countries on prepayment of the usual rate of postage and of the 
fee stated in the proper column in the foregoing " table of rates of post­
age 5n but correspondence and printed matter, samples, or patterns can­
not be registered to countries under which no fee is stated. 



313 

SEC. 808. Eegistered correspondence for foreign countries is to be 
treated by postmasters in all respects as domestic registered letters, 
subject to the same rules and regulations, except that no " return re­
ceipt" is to accompany it. Such correspondence should be forwarded 
to the nearest United States exchange office. The sender of a regis­
tered letter for Germany or Switzerland may demand, by a notice on 
the address, a return receipt from the addressee. Such receipt, for 
which no additional fee is charged, will be issued by the exchange office 
through which the letter passes, and will in due time be returned to 
the sender of the letter. The postmaster, when such a receipt accom­
panies a registered letter from Germany or Switzerland, will cause the 
same to be signed by the addressee of the letter, and will return it as 
soon as possible to the United States office of exchange from which the 
letter was forwarded. 

SEC. 809. To prevent possible errors, the route by which it is desired 
that the correspondence should be forwarded should be plainly marked 
on the face of the correspondence, and this is absolutely necessary for 
all correspondence sent in the German mails via Brindisi or Trieste. 

SEC. 810. Letters received from foreign countries must be sent to the 
Dead-Letter Office, if not delivered within the time prescribed for the 
delivery of domestic letters, and in conformity with the rules and regu­
lations governing the return of domestic letters. 

SEC. 811. Correspondence addressed to or received from foreign coun­
tries with which the United States have no postal convention or other 
arrangement, or which does not pass in open mail in transit through a 
country with which the United States have postal convention, and for­
warded by vessels regularly employed in carrying the mails, is subject 
to the following rates of postage, which must be prepaid on matter sent, 
and collected on matter received: Letters, 10 cents per one-half ounce j 
newspapers, 2 cents each; other printed matter, 2 cents per each two 
ounces or fraction thereof. The principal countries and places for which 
these rates apply are as follows: Aspinwall, Bermuda, Costa Bica, 
Cuba, France, by direct steamer; Greytown, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Pan­
ama ; Spain, via New Orleans; Sweden, via Stettin; West Indies, by 
direct steamer. 

SEC. 812. Letters conveyed by vessels not regularly employed in car­
rying the mails and addressed to the United States, commonly called 
u ship-letters," are subject to double the domestic prepaid rate on 
delivery. 



C H A P T E R X L V . 

T H E POSTAL MONEY-ORDER SYSTEM OF T H E UNITED 
STATES. 

SEC. 813. The money-order system is intended to promote public con­
venience and to secure safety in the transfer through the mails of small 
sttms of money. The principal means employed to attain safety consist 
in leaving out of the order the name of the payee 'or person for whom 
the money is intended. In this respect a money-order differs from an 
ordinary bank draft or check. An advice or notification, containing 
full particulars of the order, is transmitted without delay by the issu­
ing postmaster to the postmaster at the office of payment. The latter 
is thus furnished, before the order itself is presented, with information 
which will enable him to prevent its payment to any person not entitled 
thereto, provided the remitter complies with the regulation of the De­
partment which prohibits him from sending the same information in a 
letter inclosed with his order. 

SEC. 814. I t is expected of postmasters that they will use a legiti­
mate influence in recommending the money-order system, and, by cour­
teous attention to the inquiries of applicants, exhibit its superiority as 
a safe method of transmitting small sums of money through the 
mails. 

SEC. 815. 1. Money-order offices are divided into two classes. Offices 
of the first class are depositories, in which those of the second class 
deposit their surplus money-order funds.* Offices of the first class are 
printed in the list of money-order offices in italics. 

2. Any office in either class may draw upon any other office in the 

* The classification here noted- does not in any manner refer to that established by 
Section 80 of the act entitled "An act to revise, consolidate, and amend the statutes 
relating to the Post-Office Department," approved June 8, 1872. 
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list of money-order offices, but an order cannot be drawn on an office 
not mentioned in the list. A single money-order may be drawn for any 
amount from one cent to fifty dollars, inclusive; but such order must 
not contain a fractional part of a cent. 

3. The fees or charges for money-orders will be as follows: On orders . 
not exceeding $10, 5 cents; over $10 and not exceeding $20, 10 cents,-
over $20 and not exceeding $30, 15 cents; over $30 and not exceeding 
$40, 20 cents 5 over $40 and not exceeding $50, 25 cents. When 
a larger sum than the latter is required, additional orders to make it up 
must be obtained. But postmasters are instructed to refuse to issue 
in one day, to the same remitter and in favor of the same payee, more 
than three money-orders payable at the same post-office. The plain 
evasion of this rule by the substitution of a different remitter for every 
three orders issued in one day, in favor of the same payee, must not be 
tolerated by postmasters. 

4. When money-orders amounting in the aggregate to $150 are pre­
sented in one day by the same payee, at a second-class office, the post­
master will be permitted to delay the payment of such orders for five 
days. 

5. The money-orders shall be made out upon printed forms supplied 
by the Post-Office Department, and no order will be valid or payable 
unless given upon one of such forms. 

6. Any person applying for a money-order will be required to state 
the particulars upon a form of application, which will be furnished to 
him for that purpose by the postmaster. 

7. If the purchaser of a money-order, from having, made an error in 
stating the name of the office of payment, or for other reasons, desires 
to have the said money-order changed, the issuing postmaster will re­
pay the first order, and issue another in lieu thereof, for which an addi­
tional fee shall be charged and exacted as for a new transaction. 

8. Parties procuring money-orders should examine them carefully, to 
see that they are properly filled up and stamped. This caution will 
appear the more necessary when it is understood that any defect in this 
respect will throw difficulties in the way of payment. 

9. When a money-order is presented for payment at the office upon 
which it is drawn, the postmaster or authorized clerk will use ALL 
PROPER MEANS to assure himself that the applicant is the person named 
and intended in the advice, or is the indorsee of the latter; and upon 
payment of the order care must be taken to obtain the signature of the 
payee (or of the person authorized by him to receive payment) to the 
receipt on the face of the order. 

10. When for any reason the payee of a money-order does not desire 
or is unable to present the same in person, he is legally empowered, by 
his written indorsement thereon, to direct payment to be made to any 
other person; and it is the duty of the postmaster upon whom the order 
is drawn to pay the amount thereof to the person thus designated, 
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provided the postmaster is satisfied that such indorsement is genuine, 
and that the second party shall, if required, prove his identity, and shall 
give correct information as to the name and address of the person who 
originally obtained the order. MORE THAN ONE INDORSEMENT IS PRO­
HIBITED BY LAW, AND WILL RENDER AN ORDER INVALID AND NOT 
PAYABLE. The signature to the receipt on the face of the order should 
be that of the person who presents and receives payment of the same. 

11. Any money-order office may repay an order issued by itself, pro­
vided the order is less than one year old, and does not bear more than one 
indorsement; but the repayment must be made to the person who ob­
tained the order, except in special cases. (See Section 834.) The fee 
or charge shall not in any case be refunded. 

12. When a money-order has been lost by either remitter or payee, a 
duplicate thereof will be issued by the Department, free of charge to 
the owner of the original, provided he shall make application, (stating 
the circumstances of the loss,) to be forwarded by the issuing or the 
paying postmaster, from the former of whom he must obtain and fur­
nish a certificate that the original order had not been and would not be 
repaid, and also a similar certificate from the latter that the same had 
not been and would not be paid. • 

SEC. 816. When a money-order is applied for, the postmaster will fur­
nish the applicant with a printed form of application, (Form !N"o. 1,) in 
which the latter must enter himself all the particulars of amount, name, 
address, &c, required 10 be stated in the money-order and advice. The 
postmaster is strictly prohibited from filling up the application unless the 
applicant is unable to write, in which event it must be carefully read 
over to him when completed. (See Articles 2 and 3 of Sec. 815.) 

SEC. 817. From the items contained in such application, the post­
master will fill up the money-order required in conformity therewith, 
and also the corresponding form of advice. The order, when completed, 
is to be handed to the applicant, upon payment of the sum expressed 
therein and of the fee chargeable thereon, which fee must invariably be 
paid in money, postage-stamps not being receivable therefor. By the FIRST 
MAIL dispatched to the office of payment after the issue of an order, the 
postmaster must transmit, in a sealed envelope, the corresponding ad­
vice to the postmaster at the office upon which it is drawn. Delay and 
mistakes in sending advices cause difficulty in payment and tend to discredit 
the system. Their repetition will lead to the removal of the negligent post­
master. The utmost accuracy must be observed in writing both the 
order and the advice, neither of which should be "post-dated," but each 
should in every instance bear the stamp of the actual date of issue. 
The application must be numbered to correspond with the order issued 
and filed for future reference. 

SEC. 818. If an error of any kind be made in filling up a money-order, 
and it be discovered at the time of issuing or before the advice has been 
dispatched, a new order must be made out, as no alterations or erasures 



317 

I are permitted. The special attention of postmasters is called to this import­
ant regulation. Should an order containing alterations or erasures be 
presented for payment, the same may be paid, provided it agrees with 
the advice and the latter is free from these defects. The paying post­
master will report every case of this nature to the superintendent of 
the money-order system. 

SEC. 819. Postmasters will observe that the forms for money-orders and 
advices are numbered consecutively from 1 to 500 or 1,000, or to higher 
numbers, according to the requirements of the issuing office. This is in­
tended as a safeguard against the improper use of the blanks; and there­
fore when, through mistake or from any other cause, any of them have 
been spoiled, the words "Not issued* must be written or stamped across 
both the order and the advice. The spoiled order, with the corresponding 
advice, must be transmitted to the money-order office of the Post-Office 
Department with the weekly account, and must be entered therein in 
its proper numerical order, with the words "Not issued" written oppo­
site; the particulars and amount of the order being left blank. A 
similar entry must be made against the corresponding number in the 
register of orders issued. No departure from this rule will be permitted, 
as the Postmaster-General imperatively requires that EVERY BLANK FORM 
OF A MONEY-ORDER SENT TO A POSTMASTER SHALL BE ACCOUNTED 
FOR AT THE END OF THE WEEK IN WHICH IT IS USED OR CANCELED. 

SEC. 820. Upon the issue of a money-order, the postmaster will record 
all the particulars thereof in the " register of orders issued," as directed 
by the headings; and if any subsequent action should be taken in 
reference thereto, (such, for instance, as repayment, the issue of a 
duplicate, &c.,) he will note the alteration opposite the entry in the 
register under the head of u Beinarks." 

SEC. 821. When the aggregate amount of orders issued by any money-
order office in one day, upon a second-class office, equals or exceeds 
$300, the issuing postmaster will be required to send by the first mail a 
special notice of the fact, stating the amount drawn for, to the money-
order office of the Post-Office Department. (See Form No. 4.) Post­
masters are required to pay strict attention to this rule, as a neglect of 
the duty it enjoins may result in delay of payment, and consequent in­
convenience to the payee. 

SEC. S22. The issue of money-orders on credit is strictly prohibited, 
under the severest penalties; and no moneys shall be received by a 
postmaster in payment for money-orders issued, except United States 
Treasury notes or the notes of the national banks; nor can orders be 
paid in any other currency than that herein described. Checks are 
not to be received under any circumstances for the issue of money-
orders. 

SEC. 823. Money-orders can only be issued upon such offices as 
are enumerated in the list of money-order offices. The names of the 
offices which may from time to time be added thereto will be duly made 

m 
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known to the postmasters at other designated offices. In issuing orders 
the name of the office drawn upon must not be abbreviated, but must be 
written in full upon advices as well as upon orders. 

SEC. 824. When a postmaster receives notice of the opening of a new 
office, or of any change whatever relative to money-order offices, he will 
at once make the necessary correction in his list. 

SEC. 825. A money-order may be issued for any amount from one cent 
up to fifty dollars, inclusive; but fractional parts of a cent must not be 
introduced into any money-order or account. 

SEC. 826. The given names of both remitter and payee must be 
entered in the advice in full when possible; and married women must be 
described by their own names, and not by those of their husbands. 
Thus, the appellation "Mrs. William Brown" is defective, as it does not 
accurately describe the payee, whose true name may be Mrs. Mar'y 
Brown. Both names and sums must be written so legibly as to effectually 
guard against errors. When the applicant is unable to state the initials 
of the given name or names of the payee, the postmaster must refuse 
to issue the order. A money-order should always be made payable 
to one person or to orle firm only, and not to either of two or more 
designated persons or firms. 

SEC. 827. When a second or duplicate advice is required, in conse­
quence of the original advice having been spoiled in issuing an order, 
or when the original advice is stated not to have reached its destination, 
or when it is necessary to re-advise for any reported discrepancy in 
number, name, or amount, one of the spare advice forms headed 
"second advice" must be used. Whenever the issuing postmaster 
receives a letter of "inquiry" from the postmaster at the office of pay­
ment, in " case of discrepancy between the advice and the statement of 
the payee," the former will carefully examine the original " application,v 

and if it agrees with the statement of the payee, he will fill up a 
"second advice "from the application. If, however, the application 
agrees with the first advice, he will, when practicable, ascertain from 
the remitter what correction, if any, is required in the application, and 
fill up the " second advice" accordingly. But in case the remitter can­
not readily be found, the postmaster will simply fill up from the applica­
tion a " second advice," and write thereon the words, " Bemitter not 
found." 

SEC. 828. When orders are issued for sums less than one dollar, or 
for any amount in complete dollars, the spaces for "dollars" or "cents," 
as the case may be, both at the head and in the body of the order, must 
be filled up with a heavy dash, so as in all cases effectually to prevent 
any subsequent alteration. The amount in the body of the order must 
invariably be expressed in writing, and not in figures. Postmasters 
are hereby instructed to refuse to issue in one day, to the same remitter 
and in favor of the same payee, more than three money-orders payable 
at the same post-office 
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SEC. 829. I t is strictly required that . the money-order shall bear the 
stamp of the office of issue as well as of that of payment, and that the 
advice shall bear the stamp of the office of issue. To insure at all times 
a clear impression, a special stamp must be employed for this purpose, 
which should never be used for stamping letters. Should the stamp 
of the issuing postmaster and the written date be wanting upon a 
money-order, the postmaster at the office upon which it is drawn must 
decline payment. Orders from which the stamp of either office has 
been omitted will be rejected as vouchers by the Department, and will 
be returned in order that the omission may be supplied. 

SEC. 830. It is expected of postmasters that* they will exercise their 
judgment with respect to the places upon which money-orders may be 
desired, as the applicants, from lack of information, are liable to mis­
takes, which will be productive of inconvenience to the payee. There­
fore, when occasion requires, postmasters will endeavor to ascertain 
which is the money-order office most conveniently situated for the 
purpose of the remitter, and to advise him that the order be drawn 
thereon. 

SEC. 831. Postmasters who are intrusted with the duty of issuing and 
of paying money-orders will invariably be held responsible for the acts 
of their subordinates in relation, to such issues and payments. I t is 
desirable that orders and other official papers should in all cases be 
signed by the postmaster himself; but it may occasionally happen, by 
reason of his unavoidable absence, that it will be necessary for the assist­
ant postmaster or designated clerk to sign- the orders, in which case 
the postmaster's name must be written, and beneath it the name and 
designation of the writer, thus: 

" JOHN DOE, Postmaster, 
" By BICHABD BOE, 

'• Assistant Postmaster, for Clerk.J" 

SEC. 832. The signature of the postmaster or designated clerk who 
issues a money-order must invariably be written and not stamped 
thereon. In case of the sickness or unavoidable absence for a length 
of time from his office of the postmaster at a money-order office, he 
should apply to the Postmaster-General for permission to put a desig­
nated clerk in his place to discharge his duties, upon the condition that 
the bond of the postmaster shall cover and apply to the acts of such 
clerk. 

SEC. 833. A postmaster may repay an order issued at his own office, 
PROVIDED THE ORDER IS PRESENTED TO HIM FOR THAT PURPOSE, AND 
IS LESS THAN ONE YEAR OLD, AND DOES NOT BEAR MORE THAN ONE 
INDORSEMENT ; but the repayment must be made to the person who 
obtained the order, except in special cases. (See Section 836.) IF THE 
ADVICE HAS GONE FORWARD TO THE POST-OFFICE UPON WHICH THE 
ORDER WAS DRAWN, THE POSTMASTER WILL, BY THE FIRST MAIL, DIS- i l 
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PATCH A SPECIAL ADVICE (Form No. 5) NOTIFYING THAT OFFICE OF 
THE REPAYMENT. If the advice has not gone forward, it is to be trans­
mitted to the money-order office of the Post-Office Department, inclosed 
with the corresponding repaid order in the weekly account. The fee 
must not in any case be refunded. 

SEC. 834. When the remitter of a money-order desires to change the 
place of payment of the same, or when a mistake has been made in draw­
ing an order through error of the remitter, the issuing postmaster is 
authorized, with the above restrictions, to take back the first order, 
which he will repay, and issue another in lieu thereof, for which an 
additional fee must be Charged and exacted as on a new transaction. 
But should the mistake be made by the postmaster, he will be held re­
sponsible therefor, and must charge himself with the fee for issuing the 
new order. If the advice has gone forward to the post-office upon which 
the original order was drawn, he will, by the first mail, dispatch a spe­
cial notice, informing that office of the repayment of said order. The 
special advice is not to be used instead of the proper accompanying ad­
vice of the new order, but is additional to it. Under no circumstances 
must a postmaster issue a new order in lieu of another until the original 
order shall have been returned to him. 

SEC. 835. The word "Bepaid" (and the date) must be written or 
stamped on the face of every repaid order, and a corresponding entry 
made in the register of orders issued, against the particulars of the 
order, and in the column headed "Bemarks." 

SEC. 836. Every order repaid must be signed by the remitter or person 
who procured it. But if he should be unable to make application for 
such repayment in person, it can, be made to another party, in which 
case the remitter will fill up the indorsement upon the back with the 
name of the person to whom he wishes the payment made, and sign his 
own name thereto, substituting the word "remitter" for that of "payee," 
where the latter occurs. But postmasters will exercise the greatest 
caution in repaying an order to a second person. I t may occasionally 
happen that an order is presented for payment at the office of issue by 
the payee. The issuing postmaster is at liberty to pay the order in such 
case, and treat it as "repaid," provided he is satisfied as to the identity 
of the payee, and that the latter has good reasons for presenting the 
order at his office. Across the face of the order should be written these 
words, viz: "Paid to the payee." 

SEC. 837. When an order is repaid by duplicate, the fact must be 
noted in the register of orders issued, by writing opposite the entry 
of the original order, in the column of "Bemarks," the words "Bepaid 
by duplicate No. —," (adding the number and the date of repayment.) 
Special notice must also be sent to the office on which the original order 
was drawn. In taking credit for such repayment in the summary of 
the weekly statement, the postmaster will enter the number of the 

. i • • • k 
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origiiial orde*, and also that of the duplicate, thus: "By money-order 
No. 1286, repaid, (by duplicate No. 120,) $19.25." 

SEC. 838. When a postmaster receives a special notice of the repay­
ment of a money-order by the issuing postmaster, he will write the 
words "Bepaid at " (naming the place and date) opposite the entry 
in the register of advices received, and also upon the original advice, 
which, with the special notice attached thereto, he will place on file. 

SEC. 839. No money-order must be paid until the corresponding letter 
of advice shall have been received. 

SEC. 840. Upon the receipt of an advice, the postmaster will first 
examine the same, to see that it is payable at his office, and is in all 
respects regular, and stamped; he will thereupon enter the particulars 
in the register of advices received. After being so entered, advices 
should be filed, alphabetically arranged, under the names of the issuing 
offices, so that reference may readily be made to them whenever neces­
sary. The "paid" advices should be kept separate and distinct from 
the "unpaid," and should be arranged according to the several offices 
of issue and dates of payment, and are to be retained on file for a term 
of four years. Every care should be taken to guard against the loss of 
these important documents; and with this view, and to prevent their 
disarrangement, they should be kept under lock and key. Postmasters, 
assistant postmasters, and money-order clerks are forbidden to reveal to 
any person the information communicated to them by the advices in 
their possession of money-orders drawn upon their respective offices. 
Should they do so, it will be regarded by the Postmaster-General as 
sufficient cause for removal. 

SEC. 841. In the event of an advice being received which is not drawn 
upon his office, the postmaster will transmit it by the first mail to its 
destination, previously noting on the document the circumstance of its 
having been missent. 

SEC. 842. Postmasters are strictly enjoined carefully to check their 
advices before dispatching them, with the view of ascertaining that they 
are correctly addressed. 

SEC. 843. Should a second advice be received, correcting the number, 
name, or amount of the original, the entry in the register should be 
altered accordingly, and the second advice, attached to the original, 
placed on file. 

SEC. 844. Where an order is presented for payment, the postmaster 
will first examine the document, to see that it is properly signed, stamped, 
&c.; he will then compare the date^ number, and amount with the advice 
or with the record thereof in the register of advices received, and satisfy 
himself, by questioning the applicant, and by such other means as may 
appear necessary, that the applicant is the person entitled to payment. 
Every person who presents a money-order for payment should be required 
to prove his identity to the postmaster, unless the latter is satisfied, without 
obtaining such proof, that the applicant is the rightful owner of the order. 

21 P C 
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Special caution should be exercised in the payment of orders issued in 
favor of women, or of soldiers or sailors. In the event of an order 
being paid to the wrong person through lack of necessary precaution on 
the part of the postmaster, he will be held accountable for such payment. 
Care should be taken that the signature of the x>ayee be as full as the 
name given in the advice, and that it be in no way inconsistent there­
with. If the payee be unable to write, he must sign the receipt by 
making his mark, to be witnessed in writing. The witness should sign 
his name, with his address, in the presence of the postmaster, and the 
latter will then certify the payment by adding his own initials. The 
witness should be known to the postmaster, but it is desirable (though 
not imperative) that he be not connected with the office. In no case 
should the postmaster act as witness himself. I t is not necessary that 
the witness should be personally acquainted with the payee. 

SEC. 845. No postmaster will be permitted to pay an order which is 
not drawn upon his office. This, however, does not preclude the repay­
ment of an order at the office where it was drawn, as specified in Article 
11 of Section 815, and Sections 831 and 832. 

SEC. 846. When an order is presented for which no advice has been 
received, one of the printed letters of inquiry for missing advices (Form 
No. 21) must at once be dispatched to the postmaster who issued the 
order. Under no circumstances whatever can an order be paid until 
the corresponding advice shall have been received. 

SEC. 847. When an order is presented which does not agree with the 
advice, payment must be refused until a second advice can be obtained, 
unless the difference be evidently accidental and trifling, in which case 
the postmaster may, if he chooses, pay the order; but he will be held 
responsible if the payment should turn out incorrect. Every case of 
difference, however small, between an order and an advice should be re­
ported in forwarding the order at the end of the week. If the discrep- I 
ancy is considerable and is not corrected by a second advice, the holder 
of the order should be directed to return it to the remitter, so that the 
latter may present it to the issuing postmaster for repayment and the issue j 
of a new order in lieu thereof. If the said postmaster is responsible for* 
the error, he must charge himself with the fee for the new order. 

SEC. 848. It is the special duty of the postmaster to provide as far as 
possible against delay in the payment of orders on presentation, by 
making immediate application for funds, (using Form No. 10,) whenever 
the amount of advices received indicates the need of assistance to enable 
him to pay the corresponding orders. He is authorized to defer pay­
ment only long enough to procure the requisite funds, and the delay, if 
he is prompt in making his application, should not exceed five days. 
Should a postmaster who has sufficient funds of the Department, 
whether arising from the issue of money-orders or from postages, in his 
hands, refuse to pay orders drawn upon him when duly presented, such 
refusal will be deemed cause for his immediate removal. 
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SEC. 849. After payment of a money-order, the date of such payment 
must immediately be stamped upon the order and upon the back of the. 
advice, and likewise eiltered opposite the record thereof in the register 
of advices received, with the word "Paid" written opposite the entry, 
in the column headed " Bemarks." 

SEC. 850. When an order is paid by duplicate, the fact must be noted 
in the register of advices received, by writing opposite the entry of 
the advice, in the column of " Bemarks," the words " Paid by duplicate 
No. —," (adding the number and the date of payment.) The same should 
be written in red ink under the particulars* of the original order in the 
weekly statement. 

SEC. 851. Postmasters are prohibited from paying a money-order to a 
second person without the written indorsement to such second person 
by the payee on the back of the order, unless the payee has, by a duly 
executed power of attorney, designated and appointed some person to 
collect moneys due or to become due him, in which case the attorney 
should be required, before payment is made him, to file at the office of 
payment a certified copy of such power of attorney. When orders are 
paid upon an indorsement, the utmost caution should be exercised, and be­
fore paying them the postmaster must be satisfied that the signature 
to the indorsement is genuine, and that the person presenting the order 
is the one named in the indorsement. The person presenting the order 
should be required, if unknown to the postmaster, to prove his identity. 
The name of the indorsee to whom an order is paid should be entered in 
the column of " Bemarks" in the " register of advices received." 

SEC. 852. Any order not correctly receipted, or not stamped with the 
date of payment, will be disallowed from the weekly account and returned 
for correction. 

SEC. 853. Under no circumstances can payment of an order be 
demanded on the day of issue. 

SEC. 854. After once paying a money-order, by whomsoever presented, 
provided the required information has been given by the party who 
presented it, the Department will not hold itself liable to any further 
claim, but in case of improper payment of an order, will endeavor to 
recover the amount for the owner. 

SEC. 855. Payment of an order may be withheld by the paying post­
master upon the receipt of a written request from the issuing postmaster 
or the remitter for a sufficient time to enable the remitter to furnish the 
paying postmaster with proof that the order wTas procured by him 
through a mistake, or through false representations, or other fraudulent 
action of the payee. The case, together with the proof furnished, must 
be referred to the Department. 

SEC. 856. In case a money-order is lost in transmission, or otherwise, 
a duplicate will be issued by the superintendent of the money-order 
system, on the receipt of the application therefor of either the remitter, 
the payee, or the indorsee of the original. Such application should be 
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made on Form No. 7, and should be forwarded to the Department by 
the issuing or the paying postmaster. The duplicate can be made pay­
able only to the payee, or, in case of indorsement, to the indorsee of 
the original, unless the written consent of the payee or indorsee to the 
repayment of the order, by duplicate, to the remitter, shall have been 
obtained by the latter, and duly filed in the Department. Such written 
consent must bear a certificate as to its genuineness from the postmaster 
on whom the original was drawn. If the owner of the order, (whether 
the payee or endorsee,) or his legal representative, cannot, after the lapse 
of a reasonable time; be found, the remitter should forward to the Depart­
ment satisfactory evidence of that fact, if he desires repayment. A 
blank bond of indemnity, in a penal sum of double the amount of the 
lost money-order, will then be sent him, to be executed by himself and 
two sureties, and returned to the Department; the condition of such 
bond being that if, after the issue and paynfent of a duplicate order to 
the remitter, any other person establishes a valid adverse claim to the 
original order, the amount so paid by duplicate shall be refunded to the 
Post-Office Department. Upon full compliance with the above require­
ments, the remitter thus situated will receive a duplicate of the lost 
order. 

SEC. 857. When a postmaster has been informed by the remitter, 
payee, or indorsee of an order that the same has been lost or destroyed, 
he will cause the said remitter, payee, or indorsee to sign a statement, 
setting forth the loss or destruction thereof, and containing a request 
for the issue of a duplicate. If the applicant is the indorsee of the 
original, his application must be accompanied by a certificate to that 
effect from the payee, the genuineness of which must be attested by the 
postmaster at the latter's place of residence. The postmaster before 
whom the application is made will complete the application by enume­
rating the particulars of the lost order, and by stating to whom the 
duplicate is to be made payable, whether to the payee or the indorsee, 
and also the full address of such person. He will thereupon execute the 
proper certificate relative to the payment or repayment of the original 
order, and dispatch the form to the issuing or the paying postmaster, as 
the case may be, for his certificate. The latter should be requested to 
forward the paper, when completed, to the superintendent of the money-
order system. 

SEC. 858. In case both the order and advice are lost, the issuing post­
master will, upon receiving notice of the loss of the latter from the 
paying postmaster, forward to him a second advice, embracing all the 
particulars of the missing advice, so that application may be made 
through the paying postmaster, and he may be enabled to give his 
certificate in the manner above described. 

SEC. 859. Should the original order alleged to be lost come into the pos­
session of the.payee or indorsee thereof, and the Department be notified 
of the fact before a duplicate is issued, special permission will be given 
to pay the said original order on presentation. 
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SEC. 860. A duplicate order can be drawn only on the issuing or the 
paying office of the original order, and becomes invalid if it bear more 
than one indorsement. 

SEC. 861. When a postmaster signs a certificate that an order drawn 
upon his office has not been and will not be paid, he should at once note 
the same by writing, in red ink, across the face of the advice, and under 
the entry thereof in the register of advices received, the words "Dupli­
cate applied for—original order not to be paid f and in case of an order 
issued at his office, when he has certified that the original order has not 
been and will not be repaid, he will write under the entry of the said 
order, in the register of orders issued, the words " Duplicate applied 
for—original order not to be repaid." Neglect of this rule may involve 
a postmaster in serious^rouble, AS HE WILL BE HELD STRICTLY ACCOUNT­
ABLE SHOULD THE ORIGINAL ORDER BE AFTERWARD PAID OR REPAID 
AT HIS OFFICE. 

SEC. 862. If the original order be presented by the payee or indorsee 
after a duplicate has been applied for, the postmaster will write across 
it the words " Canceled—duplicate applied for." If the person who pre­
sents it requires the postmaster to return it, he may do so; but if not, 
the order should be sent to the Department. 

SEC. 863. Duplicate money-orders will be issued only by the Depart­
ment. Under no circumstances whatever will a postmaster be allowed 
to issue them. * 

SEC. 864. No fee is to be charged by a postmaster for the delivery of 
a duplicate issued in place of a lost or invalid order. The postmaster 
who receives from the Department a duplicate payable by him must 
forthwith send notice to the payee of such duplicate to call for pay­
ment. 

SEC. 865. In paying a duplicate the postmaster is required to ascer­
tain beyond a reasonable doubt the identity of the payee or indorsee 
thereof. 

SEC. 866. Any order which is not presented for payment until after 
the expiration of one year from the date thereof, is declared "invalid 
and not payable" by the fourth section of the act approved June 12, 
1866, and the postmaster to whom such order is presented must refuse 
payment of the same. In order to obtain payment of such invalid or­
der, the holder will be required to forward the same, through the issu­
ing or the paying postmaster, to the money-order office of the Post-
Office Department. (See Form No. 8a.) If the Department is satisfied 
that the order has not been paid, a duplicate will be issued made pay­
able to the remitter, payee, or indorsee, as may be requested in the ap­
plication, and the same will be sent to the postmaster for delivery or 
payment, as the case may be. 

SEC. 867. The register of advices received should be carefully exam­
ined at least once a week, with a view to ascertain whether any of the 
unpaid advices entered therein have become invalid by reason of being 
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more than one year old; and should it be found that any of them have 
become invalid for the reason stated, the several dates and numbers 
thereof in the register must be underscored in red ink, and the advices 
picked out at the close of the wreek and forwarded to the Department; 
the envelope containing the same being indorsed "Advices of invalid 
orders." Under the corresponding entries thereof in the register 
should then be written, " Invalid—advice forwarded to the Department 

, 187—." A strict compliance with this regulation is of the first 
importance. 

SEC. 868. Section 112 of the law provides that " more than one in­
dorsement upon an order shall render the same invalid and not paya­
ble." Hence, the postmaster to whom an order, whether "original" or 
"duplicate," thus illegally indorsed shall be presented, must refuse pay­
ment of the same; and the holder thereof, to obtain payment of the 
order, is required to return the same, with an application for renewal, 
to the money-order office of the Post-Office Department, and to furnish 
the statement, under oath or affirmation, of two responsible persons 
known to the postmaster, (whose certificate shall be appended thereto,) 
that the indorsement is genuine, and that the holder is the person named 
therein. (See Form No. 8.) Upon his compliance with these require­
ments, a duplicate of the illegally indorsed order will be issued, as above. 
In all cases of lost or invalid orders, the owner of the order (whether 
remitter, payee, or indorsee) may make application, through either the 
issuing or the paying postmaster, for a duplicate; and it is the duty of 
the postmaster to whom such application shall be made to fill up and 
forward the proper forms therefor. The duplicate will be issued agree­
ably to the request contained in the postmaster's letter—i. e., to the 
remitter, payee, or indorsee—and made payable at the issuing or the. 
paying office, as may be desired, and forwarded to the address specified 
by the applicant. 

SEC. 869. In all cases where postmasters are authorized to deliver 
duplicates of INVALID money-orders, no fees therefor must be charged 
or exacted. 

SEC. 870. I t is to be expected that occasionally at some offices the 
postmaster will be called upon to pay money-orders to an amount ex­
ceeding that of the money-order funds in his hands, so that his reserve 
will be exhausted. In every such event he will transfer from the postage 
to the money-order account a sum of money equal to the amount of his 
reserve, and, if necessary, large enough to enable him to pay these orders. 
In case the postage funds are insufficient for such transfer, the post­
master will transfer as large an amount as practicable, (provided it be 
sufficient to pay even one order,) and must immediately notify the De­
partment, (see Form No. 10,) when he will be furnished with a draft for 
the amount required. Should the payments at any office continue 1 
exceed the receipts thereat, the postmaster at such office will be fur­
nished with a letter of credit, to be used only when absolutely requif 
for the payment of money-orders. 
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SEC. 871. In making a transfer of funds, (which must in all cases 
consist of complete dollars only, and the introduction of cents into trans­
fers is hereby prohibited,) if from the "postage" to the ^ money-order" 
account, postmasters will first take credit for the amount of said trans­
fer in their general account with the Post-Office Department; they will 
then debit themselves therewith in the money-order cash-book, and enter 
the transaction under its proper head in the weekly statement following 
such transfer. If from " t h e money-order" to the "postage" account, 
the amount must be entered on the credit side of the money-order cash-
book, and a corresponding entry made on the debit side of the general 
account, the transfer to be noted in the weekly statement, as before. 
A notification (Form No. 9) is in all cases to be forwarded to the money-
order office of the Post-Office Department immediately after a transfer 
of funds from either account. A transfer from the money-order to the 
postage account is only to be made WHEN EXPRESSLY DIRECTED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT. NO entry of a transfer to the money-order account 
should be made by a postmaster in his quarterly account, and the proper 
credit for such transfers will be allowed him by the Auditor upon the 
settlement of his accounts. The strictest attention should be given to 
the directions contained in this section in order to avoid mistakes. 

SEC. 872. The money-order accounts are to be adjusted each day, and 
postmasters are not allowed to retain more than $50 beyond the " re­
serve " allowed their respective offices, unless their unpaid advices on 
hand less than two weeks exceed the reserve, in which event they can 
retain such a sum as, with the reserve, will equal the amount of such ad­
vices, and they are required to deposit, daily, every dollar in excess of 
that amount at the designated office of the first class where each 
postmaster may have been instructed to deposit his money-order funds. 
The postmaster at the office' receiving these deposits will execute 
duplicate certificates therefor, one of which,,he will transmit to the 
money-order office of the Post-Office Department, and the other to the 
depositing postmaster; who will ta*ke credit in his weekly statement 
for the amount of the certificate, giving its proper number, date, and 
amount. 

SEC. 873. Money-orders, payment of which has been refused, for the 
reason that the corresponding advices have not been received, but for 
which second advices have been requested, are to be included in the list 
of advices on hand less than two weeks. 

SEC. 874. In view of the fact that certificates of deposit are in many 
oases not received at the Department until several days after the receipt 
of the weekly statements to which they apply, it has been necessary, 
from this cause, to suspend a large number of accounts before the de­
posit credits claimed could be allowed. Postmasters are therefore in­
s t r u c t e d , for t h e f u t u r e , NOT TO TAKE CREDIT IN THEIR WEEKLY STATE­

MENTS, NOR IN THEIR MONEY-ORDER CASH-BOOKS, FOR ANY DEPOSIT 
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE DUPLICATE CERTIFICATE THEREFOR SHALL 

';•:! 
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HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THEM FROM THE OFFICE WHERE THE DE­
POSIT WAS MADE. Meanwhile, and pending the receipt of this certificate, 
they will enter-the " balance on hand"precisely as they would have done 
had no deposit been made; but, in the margin of the statement, they will 
note the fact that a deposit has been or icill be forwarded, stating the date 
thereof and the amount. A uniform and strict compliance with this regu­
lation is earnestly requested. 

SEC. 875. The dates of the issues of the several orders, and also of 
the deposits, as shown in the weekly accounts, will clearly show to the 
Department wrhen the moneys received for such issues and deposits 
should have been remitted; and postmasters will be held strictly ac­
countable for any failure to remit or to deposit promptly in obedience 
to these instructions. 

SEC. 876. Every postmaster is required, in making up his weekly 
statements, to enumerate, in detail, carefully and accurately, all the unpaid 
advices which have been in his hands less than two weeks, but he will 
take no account whatever of unpaid advices that have been on hand two 
weeks or more. If there is not space enough to include in the weekly 
statement all the unpaid advices on hand less than two weeks, he will 
enter only the aggregate amount thereof, but will make a detailed 
enumeration of these advices on a separate paper, which must be in­
closed with the weekly statement, as a voucher for funds withheld from 
deposit. A blank form for this enumeration of advices will be furnished 
postmasters who need it, on application to the Department. Postmas­
ters who fail to comply writh these requirements will be considered as 
having improperly withheld the money. In case no unpaid advices are 
on hand at the close of the week, the fact should be noted in the state­
ment by writing the words " None on hand." 

SEC. 877. It has been somewhat difficult to make some postmasters 
understand that they are not authorized to withhold more money than 
will suffice to pay the orders of which they may have advices on hand 
less than two weeks; and to put the meaning of Section 872 beyond the 
possibility of misapprehension, an explanation is now offered in the fol­
lowing forms: 

1. Suppose the postmaster's reserve is fixed at $100, and that he has 
advices on hand less than two weeks to the amount of $175; in this case 
he will be at liberty to keep back $75, (which he otherwise would have 
been bound to deposit,) which sum, with his reserve of $100, will pay 
the $175; but he must not, in this case, withhold more than $75. 

2. If at the close of the week his cash balance is $180—his reserve 
being $100—and the amount of advices on hand less than two weeks 
$140, he will deposit $40. 

3. In like manner, if his cash balance on completing his weekly state­
ment is $161, and advices on hand less than two weeks $100 or less, his 
reserve being $100, he will deposit $61. 

SEC. 878. Postmasters will take notice that the standing instructions 
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which they may receive from the Post-Office Department with respect 
to the disposal of quarterly balances, or other moneys arising from post­
ages due from them to the United States, do not apply to money-order 
funds in their hands, but only to postal funds. 

SEC. 879. The money-order accounts must be kept separate and dis­
tinct from those of postage, and, together with all correspondence on 
money-order business, must be addressed to the " SUPERINTENDENT 
OF THE MONEY-ORDER SYSTEM OF THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT." 
It is desired that every envelope should be indorsed with a memorandum 
stating the nature of its contents. 

SEC. 880. The books to be kept, and which, to insure uniformity, will 
be furnished to all the money-order post-offices by the Department, 
are: 

1. A register of money-orders issued, in which must be recorded, 
daily, the particulars of all orders issued. 

2. A register of advices received, which will be used for the record 
of advices. • 

3. A cash-book, showing the debit and credit transactions of each day. 
The headings of the registers, together with the instructions contained 

in Section 881, will so effectually direct postmasters that no mistakes 
need occur in keeping these books. 

SEC. 881. In writing up the cash-book, the balance will first be brought 
forward. Then, on the-debit side must be entered the amount received 
upon a draft drawn by the postmaster under authority of the Postmaster-
General's credit, the amount received for premium upon the same, the 
amount received on deposit from other postmasters, and the amount 
transferred from the postage to the money-order account, should either 
or any of these transactions have taken place ; then the amount re­
ceived from the issue of money-orders, the amount of fees thereupon, 
and, lastly, the balance, should there be any. The credit side must em­
brace the amount transferred to the postage account, the amount re­
mitted or deposited, the amount paid on account of incidental expenses, 
(such as clerk-hire, stationery, &c.,) and the amount repaid on money-
orders, should either or any of these transactions have taken place; then 
the amount paid for money-orders drawn upon the office, and, lastly, 
the balance. The cash-book must be written up and balanced daily at 
every office. 

FORM OF CASH-BOOK. 
, postmaster at —, in account ivitJi the money-order office, Post-Office De­

partment, the day of , 187—. 
DR. 

To balance brought forward 

To amount transferred from postage ac-
To amount received for money-orders 

issued, No. — to Ko. —, inclusive 

$40 

100 
118 

259 

60 

00 
22 
90 
72 

By amount paid for money-orders 
drawn on this office 

By certificate of deposit, Xo. — 
$250 

00 

9 
259 

CR. 

00 
00 

7° 
72 
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SEC. 882. Postmasters should keep their money-order cash separate 
and distinct from all other cash whatsoever, and with this view a spe­
cial drawer should be set apart for it. All receipts of cash on money-
order account, whether for orders issued and fees, remittances from 
other postmasters, or postage-money transferred, should be deposited 
therein; and all disbursements, whether in payment of orders, remit­
tances made to other postmasters, or transfers to postage-account, should 
be made therefrom. The usefulness of the cash-book depends entirely 
upon the money-order cash being in this manner kept intact, and it is 
therefore important that this regulation be strictly observed. 

SEC. 883. Postmasters must be particular to number their weekly 
statements consecutively, beginning with No. 1 for the first statement 
made in the month of January of each year. - The greatest care must 
be taken to write the names of the remitters and payees of the money-
orders so plainly in the accounts that they may be easily read. 

SEC. 884. On Saturday evening of each week postmasters will make 
up their weekly statement, being careful to state therein all the particu­
lars required by the headings, and to compare the several items with 
those contained in the registers and cash-book before forwarding the 
same to the money-order office, Post-Office Department, which must be 
done by the first mail after the accounts have been closed. 

SEC. 885. If no business has been transacted during the week, the 
postmaster will be required to send forward the usual form, with a 
statement of the last balance, and the words "No business" written 
across the face of the blank. Copies of the weekly returns should not 
be retained by the postmaster. 

SEC. 886. Postmasters will be careful to enter into their weekly re­
turns neither more nor less than the transactions of one week, and the 
week must be understood to commence on Monday and to end on Satur­
day. But at the expiration of each quarter of the year, viz., 31st 
March, 30th June, 30th September, and 31st December, should either of 
these days not fall on Saturday, a statement must be made up and for­
warded of the business transacted from the last Saturda y but one in the 
month, up to the close of the last day of that month and quarter. The 
next succeeding statement must embrace all the business transacted 
since the first day of the first month of the next quarter up to the close 
of the second Saturday of said month. For example, the 30th of Sep­
tember, 1873, falls on Tuesday; hence no statement is to be made on 
Saturday, the 27th of that month, but a statement must be made on 
Tuesday, the last day of the month, to include all the business trans­
acted since Saturday, the 20th of the month. In like manner, no state­
ment should be made on Saturday, October 4,1873, but the statement of 
the next Saturday, October 11, must embrace ail the business transacted 
since the first day of that month. The object of this regulation is to 
facilitate the quarterly settlement of the accounts of postmasters, and 
also to dispense with statements for fractional parts of a week. 



Form of summary 011 weekly statement. 

Date. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Summary of the week's business. 

Balance from statement No. 34 
To cash from money-of ders issued, No. 7 to No. 19, inclu­

sive -
To cash received for fees upon the same 
To amount of my draft No. — on postmaster at New 

York 
To cash this day transferred from postage to money-order 

account ' 
To errors as per Auditor's circular 

For use by the post­
master. 

Dr. 

Cr. 
By 10 money-orders paid 
By money-order No. 6 repaid. 

$250 
372 

1 

Cr. 

By cash deposited at New York, N. Y 
By certificate received, No. 7177, for $ JSQ 

l^j cash paid for incidental expenses, as per vouchers 
herewith 

By cash this day transferred from money-orders to post­
age account.. .* 

By errors, as per Auditor's circular 
By amount of my commissions for the quarter ended , 

186—, as adjusted and allowed by the Auditor 
By balance, (cash on hand at close of week) 

For use at the De­
partment. 

$75 
8 

Dr. Cr. 

Advices on hand less than two weeks of orders drawn upon 
this office and not yet presented for payment. 

Date of 
order. 

Aug. 2142 
1152 
2741 

31590 
27412 
42416 
43914 
3412 
6276 
4319 

Where issued. 

Tiffin, Ohio 
Windsor. Vermont 
William sport, Pa .. 
Washington, D. C . 
San Francisco, Cal. 
New York, N. Y... 
Saint Louis, Mo ... 
Dayton, Ohio 
Mobile, Ala 
Richmond, Va 

JOHN JONES, 
Postmaster. 

$29 
50 
25 
50 
32 
14 
46 
40 
35 
24 

10 

346 
Memorandum of deposits for which credit has not been taken, 
——, 186—, remitted to postmaster at , $ Amount of "reserve" assigned to this office, $100. 

September 5, 1868, will remit to postmaster at New York, N. Y., $44. 
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SEC. 887. The paid, repaid, and "not issued" orders, and the vouchers 
for incidental expenses, must invariably accompany the returns, which 
will not be considered complete without them. 

SEC. 888. All letters addressed by postmasters to the Department, or 
to the superintendent of the money-order system, should be forwarded 
separately, and are not, under any circumstances, to be inclosed in 
envelopes with the weekly statements. 

SEC. 889. Whenever it is found necessary, in order to prevent delay 
or embarrassment in the payment of money-orders, the postmasters at 
certain offices will be allowed a credit, to a designated amount, with the 
postmaster at New York, or at some other first-class office designated 
for the purpose, which credit will be .used in the following manner: 
When at any office having such credit the funds arising from the money-
order business are insufficient to pay the orders presented, the postmaster 
will thereupon be permitted to draw a draft, payable to his own order, 
against .the amount placed to his credit for such a sum, and no more, as 
may be necessary to meet the requirements of the case. It is there­
fore apparent that this credit must be drawn by installments; for ex­
ample, $100, $200,- &c, as may be required, and not in one gross sum. 
The amounts so drawn from time to time must be entered by the post­
master to his debit in the cash-book upon the day they are drawn, and 
also in the weekly account. Should the amount of orders paid at any 
one of these offices continue considerably to exceed the amount of orders 
issued, this credit will, of course, in time become exhausted; and it will 
then be the duty of the postmaster to make application to the Post­
master-General, through the money-order office of the Post-Office 
Department, for a renewal thereof. (See Form No. 14.) 

SEC. 890. For the purpose of drawing against the credits, special 
drafts will be supplied to postmasters having such credits, who, in the 
margin provided for their own special use, will state the amount of the 
credit, and enter and deduct from it the amount drawn by the cor­
responding draft, by which means they will be constantly reminded of 
the condition of the fund. Each of these drafts bears a coupon, which 
the postmaster drawing the draft will fill up, date, and sign, and which 
the postmaster at the office drawn upon will transmit to the money-order 
office of the Post-Office Department whenever the draft is paid. It is 
presumed that no difficulty will be experienced by a postmaster in im­
mediately obtaining the amount of such draft from a*ny national bank 
in his locality. For this purpose a form of indorsement is printed upon 
the back. In the negotiation of these drafts the postmaster is not at 
liberty to receive any funds except the currency issued under the 
authority of the United States, inasmuch as he is prohibited from pay­
ing out any other money for orders presented. 1 f a premium be received 
for a draft, the postmaster must charge himself therewith. 

SEC. 891. In case of special exigency, where assistance is needed at 
an office the business of which does not require a standing credit, a 
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draft for a designated sum will be sent sufficient to meet the unpaid 
advices and re-establish the " reserve." 

SEC. 892. Postmasters are prohibited from drawing drafts in man­
uscript, or upon any other forms than those supplied by the Depart­
ment, and they must invariably sign the drafts themselves. 

SEC. 893. The postmaster at every money-order office will make the 
deposits required by these instructions (see Section 872) by transmitting 
the amount to be. deposited in a registered package addressed to the 
postmaster of the office named as his depository. Inclosed in this 
package he will also sendajetter, (Form No. 18,) giving in detail an 
accurate description of the money therein remitted. For the sake of 
convenience and security, the notesrremitted should be of the highest denomi­
nations procurable, and the postmaster must keep AN EXACT RECORD of 
the series, numbers, denominations, dates, and ciphers of all notes 
remitted by him in compliance with these instructions. Each post­
master must furthermore be ready to prove, beyond question, in every 
case, by a disinterested witness, who should, if practicable, be some 
person not employed in the post-office, that he actually inclosed the 
money in the package, and duly mailed the latter in the mode prescribed 
for registered letters; otherwise, should the money be lost, he will be 
held responsible therefor. If the remitting postmaster does no't receive 
in due time an acknowledgment of the receipt of the registered package 
and a certificate of deposit for its contents, he will report the fact to 
the nearest special agent and to the superintendent of the money-order 
system. These deposits may likewise be made by means of drafts drawn 
by one national bank upon another national bank of the locality where 
the first-class office named as the depository is situated, provided such 
drafts can be obtained without cost. Postmasters in the vicinity of 
military posts are at liberty to make deposits of surplus money-order 
funds by procuring from any disbursing officer of the United States a 
check on an assistant treasurer or designated depositary located in the 
same city as the post-office where the deposit is to be made. This check 
must immediately be transmitted by mail to the postmaster at such 
office, to whom the same must be made payable. No premium whatever 
is to be paid for such checks. The utmost promptness in depositing 
money-order funds is imperatively required. 

SEC. 894. The Postmaster-General will allow a certain sum of money, 
termed the " reserve," to be withheld by postmasters at money-order 
offices, so that they may always be ready to meet the orders drawn upon 
them. The amount of the reserve allowed an office will be determined 
by the extent and nature of the business transacted thereat, and will 
be changed from time to time by the Department should circum­
stances warrant. When any post-office is designated for the issue of 
money-orders, the postmaster will be informed of the amount of reserve 
allowed. The reserves are intended as a provision for paying money-
orders presented at times when postmasters have little or no postage or 

n 
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money-order funds on hand. Postmasters will generally know in advance 
the demands that may be made upon them, as they are generally in 
possession of the advices before the corresponding orders can be pre­
sented ; and if at any time the amount of the advices on hand less than two 
weeks exceeds the amount of the reserve allowed, they will be permitted 
to withhold such an amount as, with the reserve, will enable them to pay 
the orders when presented. A comparison of the dates and amounts of 
deposit, and an inspection by an agent of the Department of the regis­
ter of advices received, will always be sufficient to determine whether 
moneys have at any time been improperly withheld from deposit; and 
should such prove to be the case, the offender will be subject to the 
penalties of embezzlement, under th6 eleventh section of the act estab­
lishing a postal money-order system. 

SEC. 895. By the terms of the section above named, postmasters are* 
forbidden, under severe penalties, from converting to their own use, in any 
manner whatever, money-order funds; and they will be required at all 
times to satisfy a special agent of the Department, who may call upon 
them for that purpose, that they actually have on hand the balance of 
such funds due by them as exhibited by their accounts. 

SEC. 896. Postmasters are also strictly prohibited by law from depos­
iting money-order funds in their charge in any bank except a national 
bank, designated as a depository of the United States, under authority 
obtained by them from the Postmaster-General. 

SEC. 897. At all money-order post-offices where the annual salary of 
the postmaster is fixed at a sum less than $4,000, he is allowed, in 
addition to such salary, as a compensation for transacting the money-
order business, one-third of the fees received for the issue of money-
orders, and one-fourth of one per cent, upon the gross amount of orders 
paid. If the entire receipts from the above rates of compensation for his 
money-order business should, when added to his annual salary, exceed 
the sum of $4,000 per annum, or $1,000 per quarter, the surplus of such 
receipts shall be accounted for to the Department. A t the close of each 
quarter postmasters will be duly notified of the amount allowed forlorn-
missions, and instructed as to the proper entry to be made thereof. Post­
masters whose annual salary equals or exceeds $4,000 receive no addi­
tional compensation for the transaction of the money-order business, but 
are allowed, in lieu of such compensation, a fixed sum for the clerical 
force requisite and actually employed in that business, which sum is 
established in each case upon the same basis as the commissions allowed 
postmasters at smaller offices. In case the money-order commissions 
when added to the salary make the total compensation of a postmaster 
$4,000 per annum, and there remains a surplus of feaid commissions, an J 
amount equal to such surplus may be allowed him for clerk-hire. 

SEC. 898. Postmasters are not authorized to incur, without special per­
mission, any expense whatever on account of the money-order business, 
except for the necessary stationery x>urchased, to be used exclusively 



for that business; but they will bear in mind that registers and cash-
books are not to be purchased by them, but will be furnished by the De­
partment. They will take credit for all authorized expenses incurred 
on money-order account in the cash-book, and in the summary of the 
weekly statement, under the head of " incidental expenses," and will be 
careful to forward with the statement proper vouchers for the credits 
claimed therein. Such vouchers must specifically state that the said 
expense was incurred on money-order account. Upon application to 
the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, postmasters at money-order 
offices will be supplied by the Department with the number and size of 
envelopes required in the transaction of the money-order business. 

SEC. 899. In case of the appointment of a new postmaster at a money-
order office, it will become the duty of the late postmaster to render a 
Statement of the business transacted up to the date on which he ceased 
to be responsible, even should it be for a fractional part of a week only. 
Upon giving up charge of the office, he will deposit with his successor 
the balance of money-order funds remaining in his hands, taking dupli­
cate receipts therefor, one of which he will transmit, inclosed with the 
account, to the money-order office of the Post-Office Department. He 
will take credit for the amount thus deposited in the summary of his 
final statement. The late postmaster will also turn over to his succes­
sor the money-order books, blanks, and all circulars and instructions 
which have been sent to ther office by the Department, and he will ob­
tain therefor, as in the preceding case, duplicate receipts, one of which 
he will transmit to the Department. The receipt must distinctly state 
the number and description of the blanks, and must designate the first 
and the last number of the money-order and advice forms delivered, as, 
"From No. 183 to No. 500, inclusive." The late postmaster will, there­
fore, obtain from his successor two separate and distinct sets of receipts 
—one for the money-order funds only, and one for the money-order 
blanks. 

SEC. 900. Upon taking charge of a money-order post-office, the post­
master will obtain from his predecessor full information as to the con­
dition of the accounts of the office, the amount of the money-order re­
serve, the place of deposit, &c, and he will debit himself in the money-
order cash-book, and in his first weekly statement, with the amount of 
funds received from his predecessor. And he will, in case the latter 
had been furnished with a credit on the postmaster at New York, apply 
at once to the Department for a transfer to himself Qf the unexpended 
balance of such credit, or, if there be no balance, for a renewal thereof 
in his favor. 

SEC. 901. When a post-office is designated as a money-order office, 
the postmaster will be furnished with the books required to be kept, 
and with the requisite blank forms for conducting the money-order busi­
ness. Postmasters should be careful not to suffer their stock of these 
blanks to become exhausted, but to make a timely application for a new 
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supply. The utmost economy in the use of blanks is always to be 
observed. 

SEC. 902. The registers and cash-book being the property of the De­
partment, must be carefully preserved, and must be delivered up when 
called for, or on going out of office. 

SEC. 903. All circulars and instructions sent to a postmaster must be 
kept on file in the office, convenient for reference. 

SEC. 904. Should any blank order be omitted in the series supplied 
to an office, the postmaster will make a note thereof opposite the blank 
number in the account in which, if suxiplied, the order would have ap­
peared. He will also make a similar memorandum in his register of 
orders issued. Money-order and advice forms should be carefully ex­
amined immediately upon their receipt, and all irregularities reported. 
Should any of the blanks be defective or mutilated, the postmaster will 
cut out and return the same to the superintendent, and treat the blank 
or blanks as "omitted." In the event of any of the blanks being du­
plicated, it will only be necessary to cut out the extra ones and return 
them to the Department. Postmasters should keep their stock of these 
forms in their own custody, under lock and key, in some place of security 
to which none of the persons employed in their office, or in their pri­
vate business, have access; and they will be held responsible for any loss 
which the Department may suffer arising from fraud committed through a 
disregard of this regulation. 

SEC. 905. Postmasters whose offices are designated as money-order 
offices are required to give a new bond to the Government, with at least 
two sureties^ which is conditioned for the faithful performance of the . 
duties and obligations imposed upon them by the postal and money-
order laws. 

SEC. 906. Negligence or delay in transmitting the weekly returns, for­
warding advices, or in remitting or depositing funds according to instruc­
tions, are serious obstacles to the successful working of the money-order 
system, and postmasters must be cautious in these respects. As in­
timated elsewhere, the withholding of money contrary to the regulations 
will subject the offender to serious penalties. 

SEC. 907. The success of the money-order system will greatly depend 
upon the attention, promptitude, and accuracy of postmasters; and it 
is expected, therefore, that each postmaster will be careful to conform 
to the rules, as well as to see that the orders and advices which come 
to him from other, offices are properly and correctly executed. Should 
they be otherwise, the fact must be reported to the Department. Postmasters 
are also earnestly requested to report every instance of repeated failure 
in the receipt of advices from any one office. NEGLIGENCE IN FOR­
WARDING ADVICES CANNOT BE TOLERATED. I t causes delay in pay­
ment, and often great hardship to the payee thereby, and, moreover, 
tends to derange and discredit the money-order system. 

SEC. 908. I t may be presumed that, in the operations of the money-
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order system, circumstances of an unusual character, not provided for 
in these instructions, may occasionally arise. Should a postmaster at 
any money-order office meet with any great and unexpected difficulty, 
he will at once communicate the facts of the case to the Department; 
and when an immediate decision is absolutely necessary, he may make 
use of the telegraph for that purpose. But the postmaster should not 
refer to the Department petty obstacles or perplexities, which', though 
not provided for in these rules, it is his duty to decide upon according 
to his own best judgment. 

SEC. 909. I t may be anticipated, also, that circumstances will occur 
indicating the expediency of modifying or of adding to the provisions 
of the money-order system as herein described. As it is intended to 
make the system as efficient as possible, postmasters are requested to 
communicate to the money-order office of the Department any fact 
coming to their knowledge which may tend to show the necessity for 
any modification of the present rules, or any change in the method of 
their application which practical experience would indicate to be an im­
provement. 

SEC. 910. No money-order business is to be transacted on Sundays. 
22 PC 



C H A P T E R X L V I . 

POSTAL, MONEY O R D E R SYSTEMS B E T W E E N T H E 
UNITED STATES ANI> FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

SEC. 911. The exchange of postal orders between the two countries 
is to be effected through the agency of two post-offices, termed " inter­
national exchange offices." The international exchange office on the 
part of the United States is New York, and that on the part of the 
United Kingdom is London. 

SEC. 912. Certain money-order post-offices in this country, designated 
for the purpose by the Postmaster-General, are authorized to issue money-
orders on the postmaster at New York, payable to beneficiaries in the 
United Kingdom, and to pay orders issued by that postmaster for sums 
remitted by the Postal Department of the United Kingdom for payment 
to beneficiaries in the United States. Hence, a postmaster in either 
country cannot draw an international money-order for an amount de­
posited with him directly upon a postmaster in the other, but must draw 
the same upon the international exchange office of his own country. An 
international postal order must not be drawn for a larger sum than $50 
in United States currency, and must not contain a fractional part of a 
cent. The fees for the issue of international postal orders are as follows, 
viz: On orders not exceeding $10, 25 cents; over $10 and not exceeding 
$20, 50 cents; over $20 and not exceeding $30, 75 cents; over $30 and 
not exceeding $40, $1; over $40 and not exceeding $50, $1.25. No other 
currency than United States or national-bank notes can be received or 
paid. 

SEC. 913. The issuing postmaster must not undertake to decide defi­
nitively upon the actual value in United States gold coin of a certain 
sum in currency for which an international order is issued. He is at lib­
erty, however, to advise the remitter as to its approximate value, which 
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may be found to differ materially from the real value, as the latter is to 
be computed upon the basis of the premium upon gold on the day of the 
receipt of the order by the postmaster at New York. Hence, this De­
partment cannot undertake, on behalf of a remitter in this country, to 
pay a determinate sum in gold in the United Kingdom. As the pre­
mium on gold is variable, it is evident that an international order issued 
for a sum in United States currency may, when received at the exchange 
office at New York, yield a sum in gold greater or less than that con­
sidered at the office of issue as the equivalent of such order. For the same 
reason, the value in the United States currency of an order in gold, cer­
tified by the exchange office at London to the exchange office at New 
York, would depend upon the premium on gold on the day of the receipt 
of the list containing such certified order. This Department, therefore, 
can only agree to cause payment to be made to a beneficiary in Great 
Britain of the gold value of any international postal order issued for an 
amount in United States currency, and to pay to a beneficiary in 
this country the currency value of an international order in <gold from 
Great Britain. To guard against misapprehension, postmasters will be 
careful to explain this point fully to remitters and to payees. 

SEC. 914, A special form of application (Form No. 1 B) must be fur­
nished to the applicant for an international postal order payable in 
Great Britain. On this form he must enter all the particulars of the 
amount, names, address, &c, and must state the full name and exact 
residence of the payee, giving the town or village, and county. From 
the items contained in such application, the issuing postmaster will fill 
up the international postal order and coupon, both of which he will, by 
the next outgoing mail, dispatch, without separating them, to the post­
master at New York. The corresponding certificate of the same num­
ber and date he will deliver, when completed, to the remitter, as a re­
ceipt for the amount paid in by the latter. No "advice" is used at the 
issuing office in this international system, inasmuch as the order, instead 
of being delivered to the remitter for transmission, is forwarded directly 
by the issuing postmaster to the " exchange" office at New York. The 
particulars of the order are to be entered in the register of international 
orders issued, and the application must be retained on file. The general 
rules in regard to issuing domestic orders contained in the domestic money-
order instructions are to be observed in the issue of international postal 
orders, in so far as these rules are applicable. The postmaster, however, 
must refuse to issue an order payable to any person, if the surname and 
the initial letter of that person's name are not furnished by the appli­
cant, unless the payee be a peer or a bishop, in which case his ordinary 
title is sufficient. If the payee be a firm, the usual designation of such 
firm will suffice, such as " Baring Bros.," "Smith & Son," "Jones & Co.;" 
but the mere term "Messrs.," such as "Messrs. Bivington," or the name 
of a company trading under a title which does not consist of the names 
of the persons composing such company, as, for example, " The Carron 
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Company," must not be accepted as sufficient by the issuing postmaster, 
who will decline to issue an order on the United Kingdom in favor of 
such payee, as payment thereof would be refused in that country. 

SEC. 915. When the international postal order and coupon are received 
by the postmaster at New York, the latter will stamp thereon the date 
of receipt, and insert the items to be filled in by him, viz: "Premium on 
gold the day of receipt at New York;" " Value of order in United 
States gold;" "Value of order in sterling;" "Date and number of list 
in which order was certified to the United Kingdom;" "Current number 
of certified order." When the coupon has been completed by the post­
master at New York, he will return it to the issuing postmaster, who 
will place it on file with the corresponding application for reference, in 
case the remitter of the order desires information as to the value thereof 
in gold when received at New York, the amount transmitted, or the dat<5 
of transmission. I t is expected that the issuing postmaster will cheer­
fully and promptly comply with a request of the remitter for information 
as to any«of these points. 

SEC. 916. It is the duty of the postmaster at New York to enter the par­
ticulars of each British international order issued in this country, and 
received by him since his last previous dispatch to Great Britain, in a 
blank form, called a "list of international postal orders," which list he 
transmits, by the next transatlantic mail, to the exchange office at 
London, together with his certificate that the several amounts of these 
orders have been duly received in the United States, for payment in the 
United Kingdom to the persons named in that list. He also forwards, 
at the same time, a money-order drawn by him, in sterling, in favor of 
and addressed to each payee mentioned in the list, which order the ex­
change office at London undertakes to send, free of postage, to the payee. 
The postmaster at New York, therefore, retains on file all international 
orders, drawn on him by postmasters in the United States, but forwards 
to the United Kingdom a descriptive list thereof, together with corres­
ponding orders, payable in sterling, made out by him in favor of the 
several beneficiaries. The exchange office at London, in like manner, 
transmits, by each transatlantic mail, to the postmaster at the exchange I 
office at New York, a similar list of international orders for sums re­
ceived in the United Kingdom for payment to beneficiaries in the United 
States. The receiving exchange office at New York immediately issues 
an order in favor of each beneficiary for an amount in United States 
currency equivalent to that in gold mentioned in the certified list, which 
order is payable by the money-order office nearest his place of residence, 
and is transmitted to the postmaster at such office. I t is provided by 
the convention that each exchange office shall, in the certified lists, 
state the amounts of the orders, in the denominations of the money of 
the dispatching and of the receiving country, and that, in the transac­
tion of the international money-order business, the pound sterling of 
Great Britain shall be considered as equivalent in value to four dollars 
and eighty-six cents of the gold coin of the United States 
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SEC. 917. Upon the receipt of an international order, issued by the 
postmaster at New York, upon the postmaster of a money-order office in 
this country, the latter will enter the particulars thereof in his register of 
international orders received. He will then send a notification (Form No. 
2 B) to the payee to apply for payment of the order in person, or by his 
duly authorized agent, who must file, with the paying postmaster, his 
written authority from the payee to receive payment of the order, and 
execute a receipt therefor, and must also prove his identity if required 
to do so. Such written authority, when given by a payee who does not 
reside within the delivery of the office of payment, should be executed 
in the presence of the postmaster of his locality, and should bear a 
certificate from the latter to that effect, as well as the impression of his 
office-stamp. The date of payment must immediately be stamped upon 
the international order, and likewise entered opposite the record thereof 
in the register, and the paid order must be forwarded to the Depart­
ment, as a voucher, with the weekly statement of international money-
order business. 

SEC. 918. Whenever the remitter of an international money-order, 
payable in the United Kingdom, makes application to the issuing post­
master for repayment of the amount thereof, the latter should immedi­
ately communicate the fact to this Department, whereupon, if the order 
has not already been certified by the exchange office at New York to 
the exchange office at London for payment, the issuing postmaster will 
be authorized to repay the amount of such order. But if it has been so 
certified, this Department will notify the Postal Department of Great 
Britain that application has been made for its repayment, and, should 
it not have been paid in that country at the date of the receipt of the 
notification, it will be recertified to the exchange office at New York, in 
due course of business, for repayment. Authority will then be given the 
issuing postmaster to repay the same. All orders certified to the Postal 
Department of either country, which for any reason cannot be paid 
within twelve months from the month of issue, become invalid, and will 
be recertified to the country of issue for repayment, or other disposal, 
in accordance with the laws and regulations of that country. Postmas­
ters will therefore take care to forward promptly to this Department 
all invalid orders of this kind, with their weekly statements containing 
a description thereof. 

SEC. 919. In case the postmaster who issues an international order 
does not receive, after a sufficient lapse of time, the corresponding cou­
pon thereof, duly filled up and stamped by the postmaster at New York, 
the former should send him a letter of inquiry on the subject, with the 
request that, if the order had not been received at the exchange office at 
New York, the latter would transmit to the issuing office a certificate to 
that effect. Upon the receipt of such a document, the postmaster who 
issued the original should draw and transmit a new order in lieu thereof, 
for the same amount, and should write across its face, and across the 
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coupon, in red ink, the words " In lieu of British international order 
2$o. —, not received by the postmaster at New York." The certificate 
of loss should be carefully filed, but it is not necessary to make out and 
deliver a second receipt to the remitter. 

SEC. 920. If, at the close of each week, the funds in the hands of the 
postmaster, received from the issue by him of British international 
money-orders, exceed the amount of unpaid British international orders 
on hand less than two months drawn upon him, he will transfer the excess 
from the British international to the domestic money-order account. 
Whenever a postmaster is or may be required to pay British international 
orders to an amount exceeding that of the British international funds 
in his hands, he will transfer the sum which he needs for the purpose 
from the domestic to the British international account. Every transfer 
to or from the British international money-order account must consist of 
complete dollars only, and must be duly entered in the British interna­
tional weekly statement and cash-book, and also in the summary of the 
domestic tqeekly statement; but no entry thereof is to be made in the 
postage account, nor is any notification of transfer to be sent to the 
Department. 

SEC. 921. The British international money-order accounts must be 
kept separate and distinct from the Swiss, the German, and the domes­
tic money-order accounts, as well as from those of postage. The 
blank-books to be used, which will be furnished by the Department, 
are: 

1. A register of British international money-orders issued, in which 
must be recorded, daily, the particulars of all such orders issued on the 
postmaster at New York. 

2. A register of British international money-orders received from 
that postmaster. 

3. A British international cash-book, showing the debit and credit 
transactions. 

These books are kept in the same manner as those employed for the 
domestic money-order business. 

Statements of the British international business transacted each week 
must also be made up every Saturday evening, and transmitted to the 
Department, in accordance with the regulations established for weekly 
returns of the domestic money-order business. 

SEC. 922. Postmasters will receive for transacting the British inter­
national money-order business the following rate of compensation, viz: 
One-fourth of one per cent, on the gross amount of orders issued and of 
orders paid. But the annual salary or compensation of a postmaster, 
from all sources, cannot, except in the case of the postmaster at New 
York, exceed four thousand dollars. 

SEC. 923. The domestic money-order regulations in regard to inci­
dental expenses, and to the transfer of funds and blanks from a late to 
a newly appointed postmaster, are to be followed in the transaction of 
the British international money-order business. 
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GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 

SEC. 924. The foregoing instructions relative to the international 
money-order system between Great Britain and this country are, with 
the exception of Section 914, (explained hereafter,) to be strictly fol­
lowed by postmasters in the issue of international money-orders paya­
ble in Switzerland or in Germany, and in the payment of orders for sums 
delivered to the postal administration of either of those countries, for 
transmission to the United States. The fees or rates of commission for 
the issue of international postal orders, payable in Switzerland, are the 
same as are charged for issuing international orders on Great Britain. 

SEC. 925. The fees for the issue of international money-orders payable 
in Germany are as follows, viz : On orders not exceeding $5, 15 cents; 
over $5 and not exceeding $10, 25 cents; over $10 and not exceeding 
$20, 50 cents ; over $20 and not exceeding $30, 75 cents; over $30 and 
not exceeding $40, $1; over $40 and not exceeding $50, $1.25. 

SEC. 926. The international office of exchange with the United States, 
on the part of the German Empire, is Cologne, and on the part of 
Switzerland, is Basle. 

SEC. 927. In the issue of international money-orders payable in Ger­
many or in Switzerland, the mode of procedure differs from that de­
scribed in Section 914 of the instructions relative to British interna­
tional orders, in this respect, viz : The postmaster at New York trans­
mits, at stated periods, to the exchange office at Cologne or at Basle, 
as the case may require, a list of international postal orders, for sums 
received in the United States, for payment by either of those offices in 
their respective countries, but no orders are drawn by him in favor of and 
addressed to the payees, and transmitted to either of those exchange offices 
for delivery, in the manner detailed in Section 915. 

SEC. 928. On the receipt of a " list" from New York by the exchange 
office at Cologne or at Basle, a domestic money-order is immediately 
issued in favor of each payee mentioned in the list, which order is pay­
able at the money-order office nearest his place of residence, and is sent 
to him or to the postmaster at such office. 

SEC. 929. A L L FORMER RULES AND REGULATIONS IN REGARD TO 

THE MONEY-ORDER BUSINESS WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT WITH THE 

FOREGOING ARE HEREBY RESCINDED. 

j :1 
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PREPARED BY F. A. FOSTER. 

INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

Absconding debtors, attachments may issue against property of 
publication of warrant of attachment shall be made 

in what newspaper 
after publication of notice of attachment, persons indebted to, or 

having property of, shall account therefor, &c 
Accessories after the fact, penalty for being, to any offense against the 

postal laws 
proceedings as to trials of 
to robbing a carrier of the mail, penalty for being 

penalty upon, for stealing any property belonging to the Department, 
or aiding therein 

for stealing, &c, any key to mail-lock in use, or aiding therein. 
Accounts, manner of keeping and stating, shall be prescribed by Post­

master-General 
shall be kept so as to show amount of revenue derived from certain 

sources, and expenditures for certain objects 
current and accompanying vouchers to be preserved 

accounts to be preserved entire for two years 
suits for balances due from postmasters on settlement of, must be 

brought within three years or sureties on bond released 
outgoing postmaster will be notified when his, have been finally 

settled 
duty of collecting balances due from postmasters upon their 

general, is assigned to Auditor 
certified copies of, to be transmitted to Department of Justice 

in cases of failure to collect 
Auditor shall receive, audit, and preserve all, arising, &c 

shall close the, quarterly, and transmit statements, &c 
shall report when required, &c, the manner of keeping and 

stating 
shall report all delinquencies of postmasters in rendering their 
oaths in relation to the settlement of, may be administered by, 

or mayor of any city, justice of the peace, or judge of any 
court of record 

penalty for false swearing 
settlement of by, may be appealed from within twelve months. 
orders and regulations affecting, to be certified to. 

of box-rents, form of 
must be forwarded with quarterly account-current under oath. 
the aggregate of, should be carried to account-current 
where boxes are rented for part of a quarter only, what to be 

stated 
must be kept separate from other accounts 

of contingent expenses 
current, form of 

should never be sent with the transcripts, nor the transcripts 
without the account 

postmaster's signature should be attached to each paper 
should be signed by postmaster himself, unless, &c | 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. LAW. REGULA­
TIONS. 

Accounts, current—Continued. 
if signed by assistant, how ." 

• are examined as received, and corrected 
notification of errors sent to first, second, and third class offices 
sworn statements to accompany, as to amount received from 

box-rents, postages, moneys collected, &c 
form of oath 
false swearing therein to be perjury 

sworn statement to be made as to amount of receipts in re-ad­
justing salary .' 

' blank forms for, furnished by First Assistant Postmaster Gen­
eral 

a year's supply should be kept 
to be preserved witli accompanying vouchers 

to be preserved entire for at least two years 
how to be made out 

balance due on a former quarter not to be inserted 
vouchers for expenses charged in, must accompany 

printer's receipt for advertising letters must state 
the number, &c -

the whole amount paid for advertising must be charged 
on No. 6 : 

postage on dead letters returned should include amount 
paid for advertisiug 

a complete dead-letter bill for the whole quarter must be 
sent with 

money-order business should not be entered on 
amounts paid contractors, mail-messengers, &c, not to 

be charged in 
nor damaged stamps, &c, returned 

items relating to previous quarters not to be entered in 
subsequent returns 

charges for contingent expenses will not be allowed un­
less accompanied by receipted bill 

fees paid for administering oaths to, not allowed 
class and name of office, name of State, postmaster, &c, 

must be indorsed on the back of 
general postal, form of 

must be kept subject to inspection 
must be transmitted to Auditor by postmasters of first, second, 

and third classes, as kept by themselves, at the close of each 
quarter 

must be kept by postmasters of the fourth and fifth classes, and 
statement may be required if necessary 

debit side of, how to be made up 
credit side of, what to be entered on 
items entered in quarterly account-current not to be entered in 

this 
should not be inclosed with the quarterly account-current, but 

sent in a separate envelope , 
duplicate certificates, drafts paid, &c, to be filed as vouchers 

with 
statement furnished by Auditor to be compared by postmaster 

with account kept by himself, and disagreement, if any, 
pointed out 

blanks for, furnished by Auditor to first, second, and third class 
offices only 

of dead letters with postages unpaid 
of letters sent by sea 
of ship and steamboat letters received, where, &c 
of letter-carriers, branch-offices, and receiving-boxes, to be kept sepa­

rate, &c 
money-order: 

must be kept separate from postage accounts 
must show the number and amount of orders issued at 

each office, &c 
to be adjusted daily and excess to be deposited 
receipts to be sent and credit taken, how 
credit not to be taken for deposits, until when 

how "balance on hand" to be entered 
weekly statements to be numbered 

to be made up Saturday evening and forwarded 
to be sent if no business, &c, and marked "No business". 
only the transactions of one week to be entered 

but at the end of the quarter, what statement to be 
made 

all unpaid advices which have been on hand less than two 
weeks must be enumerated, and how 

form of summary on 
paid, repaid, and "not issued" orders must accompany 

returns 
letters to Department never to be inclosed in 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

Accounts, money-order—Continued. 
books will be furnished by Department, and of what kind 
cash book, kow to be written up <t 

form of 
money-order cash to be kept separate from other cash 

of money received on mails sent 
shall be rendered under oath 

falsê wearing therein to be perjury 
of regular newspapers and pamphlets received 

how to be kept 
account of all printed matter other than, &c, must be kept 
postage collected for the quarter only to be accounted for 
outgoing postmaster to turn over, &c, all advance postages col­

lected 
transcript of, to be forwarded to Auditor with quarterly return 

if not sent postmaster will be charged, &c 
form of newspaper transcript m of postage-stamps, &c, received, books or property turned over, pay­

ments of postages in money, box-rents, and all other moneys re­
ceived to be kept separately 

returns of, to be made quarterly to Auditor 
of unpaid postages on mails received 

form of transcript 
Acting head of the Post-Office Department, in case of the death, resigna­

tion, or absence of the Postmaster-General his duties shall devolve upon 
the First Assistant Postmaster-General , 

of money-order post-office, chief clerk may be designated as, when 
bond of principal shall be held to cover the acts of 

shall be subject to all penalties for misconduct 
Action.—See Suits. 

against failing bidder shall accrue upon the execution of final con­
tract 

all causes of, under the postal laws may be sued before the circuit 
or district courts 

and before local magistrates and other State courts 
of debt lies for recovery of penalty upon employes for being interested 

in contracts for carrying the mail ' 
upon postmasters for neglecting to render accounts 

Acts repealed by act of June 8,1872, list of 
Address, special agents will see that the printed notice " requesting the 

public to include the name of the county in the addresses of mail-
matter " is conspicuously posted in all post-offices 

upon letters, &c, should give the name of the post-office, county, and 
State 

and in cities, the name of the street and number of the house 
Advances, necessary, may be made to defray expenses of agents to investi­

gate mail depredations, examine post-offices, &c 
to l)e accounted for in the settlement of their accounts 

Advertising of contracts for carrying the mail shall be made 
in what newspapers, and for how long , 

how selected 
advertisements to state what 

not to be paid for unless requested 
carrying of the letter-mail by horse express may be contracted for 

with or without 1 
certain contracts may be made without 
if route is not advertised for regular letting, same to be advertised, &c 

contracts may be made without, during the time lost by omis­
sion , &c ' 

notice of change of terms of existing contracts shall be given by 
contracts for carrying mail through foreign countries to be after 
contracts may bo made with owners of steamboats, &c, without 

with railroad companies without 
transportation of foreign mails to be contracted for after 
of letters, printer's receipt must state the number,"and amount paid 

for 
the whole amount paid for, must be charged, how 
the cost of, must be marked upon each letter advertised 

of mail-bags to be made before purchasing 
Affidavit required of postmasters claiming credit for postage-stamps, &c., 

alleged to have been lost, burned, or destroyed 
must be made to the correctness of aggregate dead-letter bills trans­

mitted, &c 
may be required as to the forwarding of any registered-package 

envelope 
is required in regard to the non-receipt or the non-payment of collec­

tion drafts 
form of, by publishers of newspapers as to sending, &c, by mail to 

other than regular.subscribers without prepayment, &c 
penalty for refusing to make 

penalty for forging, &c, any, with intent to defraud 
for knowingly uttering such forged writing 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. LAW. REGULA­
TIONS. 

Affidavit:—Continued. 
application for warrant of attachment against property of defaulting 

postmasters, &c, shall be made upon 
warrants shall issue against all property of the person speci­

fied in 
allegations of, may be traversed 

Affirmation.—See Oath. 
Age, assistants and clerks in post-offices and mail-carriers must be at least 

sixteen years old 
every instance in which the mail is brought to a post-office by a per­

son under sixteen years of, must be reported, &c 
letter-carriers must be over twenty-one and under forty-five years of. 

Agencies in foreign countries to be reported annually to Congress 
Agents.—See Mail-agents, Route-agents, Special agents. 

confidential, names of, not to be disclosed 
to superintend the railway postal service 

their salaries and expenses V. 
to be paid out of what appropriation 

advances may be made to defray expenses of, to investigate mail 
depredations, examine post-offices, &c 

to be accounted for in the settlement of their accounts 
shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail.. 

or act for any contractor as, with or without compensation 
penalty for so doing 

penalty upon, for willfully neglecting to deposit any money which is 
part of the postal revenues 

Allowances, to contractors above, &c, to be reported to Congress annually, 
for additional service, shall not be in excess of the exact pro­

portion, &c 
amount of, shall be expressed in the order, and entered, &c. 
shall not be paid before the issuing of such order 
shall not be paid for increase of expedition unless 
shall bear no greater proportion than, &c 

to special agents for traveling and incidental expenses 
to assistant postmasters-general and superintendents acting as special 

agents, of traveling expenses 
to agents to superintend the railway postal-service 
to mail agents at foreign ports, for necessary expenses 
to postal-agents in China and Japan, for the same 
to postmasters for decrease in box-rents 

at distributing-offices, for clerical services 
at separating-offices may be made upon application, &c 

but must not be understood as an increase of salary 
will not be made unless receipt shall accompany the quar­

terly account-current 
of the first and second classes, for rent, clerks, &c 
where unusual business accrues 

applications for, for extra services on account of the pres­
ence of military offices, &c, must show what 

to postmaster at New York City, for rent, clerks, &c 
will not be made to postmaster for expenses in paying over, or in col­

lecting moneys due the Department 
are made out of the surplus revenue of an office for expenses, &c, how. 
suits to be brought to recover, made in consequence of fraudulent 

representations : 
all orders on which, are made shall be in writing and have their true 

date affixed 
and shall have date of filing indorsed 

expenditures for furniture must be made only under special authority 
for desks will not be made unless net proceeds exceed five dollars 

per quarter 
Altering, penalty for forging or, any bond, bid, proposal, guarantee, secur­

ity, official bond, public record, affidavit, or other writing for 
the purpose of defrauding the United States 

for knowingly uttering such altered writing 
Appeal may be made within twelve months from the Auditor to the First 

Comptroller of the Treasury, whose decision shall be final 
A ppointment office, and business in charge of 

Appointment division 
Bond division 
Salary and allowance division 
Free-delivery division , 
Blank-agency division 

blanks furnished by 
Appointments of Postmaster-General and assistants 

of employes in the Post-Office Department 
of postmasters of the fourth and fifth classes to be made by the Post­

master-General -
all others to be made by the President 
Auditor to be notified of 
no person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally exe-v cute a bond and take the oath 
minors are incapable of holding the office of postmaster 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

Appointments—Continued. 
married women may be appointed postmasters 

of clerks in post-offices..' 
made under laws repealed by this act shall not be affected by such re­

peal 
of route-agents 
of railway postal-clerks 
of special agents % of agents to superintend the railway postal-service 
of mail-agents 
of agents in charge of mail on board of certain steamers 
of postal-agents in China and Japan 
of letter-carriers 

Appropriation for the transportation of the mail, agents to superintend the 
railway postal-service to be paid out of 

salary and per diem of assistant superintendents of the postal 
railway-service to be charged to 

mail-agents at foreign ports to be paid out of 
mail-agents on steamers between, &c, to be paid out of 
route-agents to be paid out of 

for the free-delivery system, salary and per diem of special agent de­
tailed, &c, to be charged to the 

payments of money out of the Treasury on account of the postal-
service shall be in pursuance of 

warrants to express on their face to what, they should be charged... 
account of money paid by postmasters out of their receipts pursuant 

to, shall" be certified by Auditor quarterly to Postmaster-
General, designating the heads, &c, 

amounts thus certified by Auditor to be carried to the credit of 
the postal-revenue and to the debit of the proper 

Arrests for offenses against the postal-law 
may be made by any justice or judge of the United States, or by any 

justice of the peace or other magistrate of any of the United 
States 

act giving jurisdiction cited 
sureties required of witnesses, when 
special report to be made to chief of division of mail-depreda­

tions 
report must show what 

Arrivals and departures of mails, schedule of time, to be furnished post­
masters at end of route 

to be posted in the office 
postmasters to be notified of any change in 
registers showing ttee exact tim es of, to be kept 
blank registers supplied, from what office 

how to be made out 
how failures to be noted 

cause of, to be noted \ 
and whenever the mail is not carried by the contractor or his 

authorized aĝ ent. 
postmasters, at all ofiices, to report specially when mails are received 

wet or in otherwise bad condition 
also extraordinary failures, interruptions, or abandonment of 

routes 
registers and special reports, to whom to be forwarded 

in no case are they to be sent with quarterly-returns 
neglect to forward promptly cause for removal.. 

Articles intended for any immoral use shall not be carried in the mail 
penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, such books, &c, for mailing ... 

for taking from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of 
search for, and seizure of, to be made, how, and by whom 

Aspinwall, mail agency may be established at 
Assistant attorney-general for the Post-Office Department, how appointed.. 

his salary 
Assistant postmasters may be employed when necessary 

but postmaster responsible for the acts of, until successor is 
appointed ..,. 

must be at least sixteen years old 
must take the official oath 

form of oath 
oaths of, must be forwarded before they enter upon their duties 
shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail 

penalty for so doing ' 
may render the account, &C, in case of the death of postmaster 
official papers, how to be signed by 
in branch post-offices, may be authorized to issue postal money-orders. 

postmaster and sureties on bond accountable for 
penalty upon, for misusing money-order funds 

failure to pay over, &c, to be prima-facie evidence of embezzle' 
ment 

Attachment, may issue against property of delinquent postmasters, con­
tractors or other employes in cases of debts due from them 

if they are non-residents 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. REGULA­
TIONS. 

Attachment—Continued. 
or have conveyed away their property or are about to convey . 
property may be seized in the district into which it has been 

removed 
alias warrants may be issued, &c 

application for warrant of, by, and to whom, and how made 
warrant of, to issue on application, and how to be executed 
remedy of party whose property is attached 

may file plea in abatement, &c' 
issues raised, how to be tried 

parties claiming specific return of property confined to this 
remedy, but, &c 

proceeds of property if sold, or income, how to be invested, &c.. 
publication of warrant of, in case of absconding debtors, to be made.. 

in what newspaper , 
after publication of notice of, persons indebted to, or having 

property of defendants, to account thereior, &c 
personal notice to be served on persons known xo have 

such property, but, &c 
warrant of, may be discharged by giving sufficient bond, &c 
rights of United States in certain matters not abridged hereby 

.Attorney, United States, m prosecuting suits for money due the Depart­
ment, shall obey directions of the Department of Justice 

shall forward to said Department at the end of every term statement 
of steps taken, &c 

shall direct speedy execution upon judgment, &c 
Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department, how appointed 

salary of 
shall'receive all accounts arising in the Department, with the neces­

sary vouchers 
shall audit and settle the same and certify the balances, &c 
shall preserve all accounts and vouchers after settlement 
shall close the accounts quarterly and transmit to the Secretary of 

the Treasury quarterly statements of receipts and expenditures 
shall report to the Postmaster-General, when required, the manner of 

keeping the accounts and the official forms used 
all delinquencies of postmasters in rendering accounts or re­

turns 
or in paying over money-order funds and other receipts at their 

offices 
shall register, charge, and countersign warrants 
shall perforin such other duties as 'may be assigned to him by the 

Secretary of the Treasury, &c 
shall superintend the collection of all debts, penalties, and forfeitures 
shall keep accounts of postal service to show amount of revenue de­

rived from certain sources, and expenditures for certain objects 
shall charge postmasters and hold them accountable for all postages, 

box-rents, and other receipts at their offices 
shall certify to whom payments, on account ot the postal sorvice, are 

due 
shall cause suit to be brought upon indebtedness of postmasters 

within three years after the closing of accounts 
shall countersign and register warrants for payments on account of 

postal service 
may administer certain oaths, &c 
appeal from settlement by, may be made to First Comptroller of 

Treasury, whose decision shali be final 
clerks in office of, to be appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury.. 
salaries of clerks, &c 
shall be notified of change of postmaster in any office 

of all appointments and removals of postmasters 
of all orders and regulations of Postmaster-General which may 

affect accounts, &c 
of the establishment of all new post-offices 
of all changes of salaries of postmasters 
of all discontinuances of post-offices, or of postal service 

shall charge certain expenses to certain appropriations 
shall enter certain receipts under head of " revenue from money-order 

business " 
shall state and certify quarterly to the Postmaster-General accounts 

of money paid by postmasters out of the receipts of their offices 
shall credit amount certified to postal revenues 

shall countersign warrants to bring deposits on account of postal ser­
vice into the Treasury 

may apply certain payments by postmasters after execution of new 
bond, how 

bonds of postmasters, when to be delivered to 
vouchers for deductions made by postmasters out of receipts from 

their offices, to be submitted to 
to countersign transfers by warrant to meet money-orders 
copies of all contracts for carrying the mail to be delivered to, within 

sixty days, &c 

117 Sec 324 
117 Sec. 324 
118 Sec 325 
118 Sec. 326 
114 Sec. 309 
114 Sec. 
114 Sec. 
121 Sec. 
122 Sec. 
121 Sec. 
121 Sec. 
121 Sec 

121 Sec 22 
121 Sec. 
121 Sec 
121 Sec. 
121 Sec 
121 Sec. 
121 Sec 
123 Sec. 
124 Sec 
124 Sec. 
126 Sec. 
124 Sec. 
122 Sec 
122 Sec. 
122 Sec. 
122 Sec. 
11 Sec. 

125 Sec. 
123 Sec. 
125 Sec 
126 Sec. 
127 Sec. 
123 Sec. 

124 Sec 42 
124 Sec 
124 Sec. 

124 Sec. 55 
125 Sec. 60 
125 Sec 65 
127 Sec. 89 
37 Sec. 118 
48 Sec. 262 

Page. Sec. 

245 Sec. 512 
244 Sec. 508 
244 Sec. 508 

244 Sec. 510 
244 Sec. 510 
244 Sec. 508 

245 Sec. 511 
244 Sec 509 

244 Sec. 508 
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jluditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department—Continued. 
in cases of suits against postmasters, contractors, &c, to forward to 

Department of Justice certified copies oi all papers relating thereto 
copies of certain returns and papers certified by, under seal, to be 

evidence 
certain acts of, to be evidence of demand upon* a delinquent post­

master .' 
may remit certain fines and remove disabilities with the written con­

sent of the Postmaster-General 
shall charge advances made fco agents employed to investigate, &c 
transcripts from the account-books of, shall be prima-facie evidence 

of balances in trials for embezzlement of money-order funds 
shall keep the accounts of the money-order business separately, and 

in such manner as to show, &c 
business in charge of 
to examine the returns of postmasters and notifj7 them of errors found 
to designate the offices from which contractors shall make collections 
to furnish contractors with blank collection orders and receipts 

shall adjust their accounts and transmit drafts for balances due 
to adjust accounts for all blanks furnished, for all advertising, &c 
all quarterly and general accounts, vouchers, all letters relating to 

accounts, and all receipts for money paid, &c, should be trans­
mitted to 

to report all failures of appointees to qualify 
Authentication of records, how to be made 
Balances, manner of paying over, to be directed by the Postmaster-General. 

shall be certified by Auditor to Postmaster-General 
payments made by postmasters after execution of new bond may be 

applied by Auditor to discharge, due under old bond 
suit must be brought within three years on, due from postmasters or 

sureties released 

LAW. 

Page. Sec. 
127 Sec. 311 
114 Sec. 312 
114 Sec. 313 
115 Sec. 316 
33 Sec. 48 
38 Sec 122 

127 Sec. 120 

transcript from Auditor's books shall be prima-facie evidence of, in 
trials for embezzlement 

in all suits for, interest shall be recovered at the rate of six per cent 
in suits for, against delinquent postmasters, what to be evidence of 

a demand 
further demand for new balance not necessary, when, &c 

ank, postmasters having public money, where there are no designated 
depositaries, &c, may deposit the same at their own risk in any national, 
in the county 

interest on deposits not to be demanded or received 
report to be made quarterly of the name of the bank and 

amount on deposit 
Is.—See Proposals. 

Bills for newspaper subscription, &c, may be inclosed in newspapers with­
out subjecting, &c, to extra postage. 

Blacksmith in the Post-Office Department, how appointed 
his salary 

Blank agency may be established at Washington, District of Columbia 
superintendent of, how appointed 

his salary 
may act as special agent 
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent 

Blanks and supplies, by whom furnished 
postmasters applying for, should address the proper bureau and di­

vision 
should not include in one order blanks and supplies furnished 

by different bureaus 
should write the name of the post-office, county, and State, at 

the head of their letters plainly, and without abbreviation.. 
should not inclose applications in their quarterly returns 

list of, furnished by First Assistant Postmaster-General 
by Second Assistant Postmaster-General: 

Contract division 
Inspection division 
division of Mail Equipments _•. 

by Third Assistant Postmaster-General: 
division of Finance 
Stamp division *. , 

by superintendent of money-order system 
by superintendent of Foreign Mails' 
by Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department 

what offices are not furnished with circular office-stamps, letter-bal­
ances, wrapping-paper, or twine 

what offices are furnished with marking-stamps of wood 
with an 8-ounce letter-balance and wooden marking-stamp 
with wrapping-paper and twine, wooden marking-stamp, 8-

ounce letter-balance, and post-bills with postmaster's name... 
with iron marking-stamps, wrapping-paper, twine, and an 8-

ounce letter-balance 
with first-class steel stamp and canceler, wrapping-paper, twine 

and 8-ounce letter-balance, and post-bills with postmaster's 
name printed ..., 

8 Sec 5 
8 Sec. 6 

121 Sec. 22 
125 Sec. 60 
111 Sec. 67 
38 Sec. 122 

113 Sec. 308 
114 Sec. 313 
115 Sec. 313 
136 
136 

136 

70 Sec. 
6 Sec. 
7 Sec 

12 Sec. 
5 Sec 
6 Sec. 

12 Sec. 
12 Sec. 
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244 Sec. 508 
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245 Sec. 512 
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160 Sec. 63 
165 Sec. 79 
165 Sec. 78 
247 Sec. 519 
160 Sec 64 
162 Sec. 73! 
162 Sec. 73 
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163 Sec. 
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164 Sec. 
164 Sec. 
162 Sec. 
162 Sec. 
162 Sec. 
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75 j 
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65 j 
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Blanks and supplies—Continued. 
with a 4-pound letter balance, wrapping-paper, twine, and post-

bills, with, &c 
no office furnished with ink and pad for marking-stamp, or sealing-

wax 
record of, to be kept 
by whom suppliecf for money-order offices 

Bonds taken by the Post-Office Department shall be made to the United 
States. 

Page. Sec. 

of postmasters, shall be conditioned for the faithful discharge of all 
duties, &c 

penalty of, to be determined by Postmaster-General . 
to be executed and transmitted to whom . 

16 Sec. 71 
35 Sec 108 

119 Sec 13 
24 Sec 65 
15 Sec. 65 

must be signed in the presence of suitable witnesses 
and by at least two sureties 

neglect to use due diligence in making collections will amount to a 
breach of the conditions of , 

to be delivered to Auditor on the death, resignation, or removal of a 
postmaster 

no person can be appointed postmaster who cannet legally execute a 
bond 

of married women are declared to be valid 
new, will be required upon change in the name of the post-office with­

out a change of postmaster 
order changing name will take effect when 

new, may be required when sureties desire to be released 
shall be valid as the original 
first payment thereafter how to be applied 
liability of sureties upon the old, terminate, when 

on new, begins when 
when sureties upon, desire to be released, how to proceed 
sureties released if suit not brought within three years after close 

of account , 
at money-order office, additional condition for, &c 
sureties on, accountable for money received for money-orders 

for acts of clerk designated to act in place of postmaster 
of letter-carriers, for the faithful delivery of all mail-matter 

to be executed and returned to whom 
of special agents, required when directed to collect or disburse money. 
penalty for forging, &c, any bond with intent to defraud 

for knowingly uttering such forged writing 
in case of absconding debtors warrant of attachment may be dis­

charged by giving sufficient 
Books may be carried by mail 

shall be subject to examination 
postage on 
packages of, weighing over four pounds shall not be received for con­

veyance by mail, except those published by order of Congress 
when unclaimed, must bo sent to the dead-letter office 

but no entry thereof need be made on the bill 
obscene, shall not be carried in the mail 

if deposited, &c, must be sent to Third Assistant Postmaster-
General in a sealed package 

and letter forwarded containing particulars 
penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, such books, &c, for mail­

ing.'. 
for taking from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of 
search for, and seizure of, to be made, how, and by whom 

Box-holders.—See Letter-Boxes. 
allowed to provide lock-boxes, &c, at their own expense 

which shall become the property of the United States, and shall 
pay rental 

Box rents.—See Letter-Boxes. 
Branch agencies may be established at any port in China or Japan 
Branch post-offices may be established within any post-office delivery 

regulations for the government of, to be prescribed 
letters not to be sent to, for delivery, contrary to request, &c 
expenses of, &c, to be kept in separate account 
assistant postmasters or clerks in charge of, may be authorized to is­

sue postal money-orders 
postmaster and sureties on bond accountable for 

must be frequently visited by postmasters to see that regulations are 
enforced 

applications for, must be made to the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen­
eral 

persons calling at, for mails to be informed that delivery will be by 
carriers free of charge 

mails to and from, to be conveyed with the greatest dispatch -. 
the advertised list of letters must designate those remaining at the 

office and those remaining at each station 
Bulbs net exceeding four pounds in weight may be transmitted by mail 

postage on, one cent for each two ounces or fraction, to be prepaid in 
full 

24 Sec 65 

24 Sec. 65 

24 Sec. 
24 Sec. 
24 Sec. 
24 Sec. 
24 Sec. 

Ill Sec. 67 
24 Sec. 65 
35 Sec 104 
35 Sec. 106 
19 Sec. 97 
85 Sec. 33 

107 Sec. 294 
107 Sec. 294 
118 Sec. 325 
62 Sec. 133 
63 Sec. 133 
67 Sec. 163 
63 Sec. 134 

136 Sec. 148 

137 Sec. 148 
137 Sec. 148 
137 Sec. 5 

23 Sec. 
23 Sec 
13 Sec. 38 
61 Sec. 98 
61 Sec. 98 
61 Sec. 98 
61 Sec. 101 
34 Sec. 104 
35 Sec. 104 

134 
134 
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162 Sec. 71 
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150 Sec. U 
150 Sec. 12 
150 Sec. 12 
261 Sec. 577 

150 Sec. 13 
150 Sec. 13j 
155 Sec. 451 
155 Sec. 45* 

155 Sec. 40 
155 Sec. 40 
155 Sec. 4*; 

152 Sec. - 2t 
187 Sec. 218] 
152 Sec. 

173 Sec. 123? 
172 Sec. 110 
168 Sec. W 
233 Sec. 451 
233 Sec. 45$ 

233 Sec. 458 
233 Sec. 45& 

191 Sec. 242 
190 Sec. 236 
191 Sec. 237 
191 Sec. 238 

191 Sec. 235> 
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f Canada, mails of, &c, may be transported over territory of the United 
States from, &c, if reciprocal privilege is granted 

privilege may be annulled by, &c 
mails when so transported to be deemed United States mails.. 

offices of exchange for mails to or from 
letters, how to be stamped at 

postage on 
newspapers, î ostage on. 

[ Canals, navigable, transportation 01 mails on, may be contracted for 
are declared to be post-routes during the time the mail is carried 

thereon 
Cancellation of stamps, all stamps affixed to mail-matter must be effectually 

canceled, &c, at the mailing office ?.. 
if omitted at mailing office, to be done at delivery office and de­

linquent reported 
use of the rating or postmarking stamp in canceling posi­

tively prohibited .-
I Canvas mail-sacks.—See Mail-Sacks, Canvas. 
Cards, printed on the wrapper of any printed matter do not subject it to let­

ter postage 0 issued by private parties, containing any written matter whatever 
other than address, subject to letter postage 

Carpenter and assistant in the Post-Office Department, how appointed 
their salaries 

Carriers.—See Mail-Carriers.* 
Chancerv.—Seo Suits. 
Check.—See Draft. 

shall accompauy proposals of bidders when compensation exceeds 
$5,000 .. . '. 

amount of, to be forfeited in case bidder fails to execute, &c 
to be returned if contract be executed, &c 

Chief clerk of Auditor's office, how appointed 
his salary 

Chief clerks in the Post-Office Department: 
how appointed 
their salaries 

Chiefs of divisions, how appointed ' 
Circulars for illegal lotteries, gift concerts, &c, not to be carried by mail or 

deposited in office 
penalty for depositing, &c 
postage on, unsealed, sent by mail, one cent 

deposited in a letter-carrier office for delivery by the office or 
its carriers, one cent each 

received by postmasters, are to be filed and turned over to successors. 
of an indecent character, or concerning illegal lotteries, to be ex­

cluded from the mails 
printed, not to be carried outside the mails on board any packet 

which carries the mail 
not to be advertised as dead letters 
request to return, printed on, not to be regarded 
unclaimed, domestic, not to be returned to the dead-letter office 

how to be disposed of 
Clerk-hire, reasonable allowance may be made, upon the order of the Post-. 

master General, for the necessary expenses of 
to mail-agents at foreign ports 
to postal-agents in China and Japan 
at distributing offices of the third, fourth, or fifth class 
at separating offices may be made upon application, &c 

but must not be understood as an increase of salary 
amount will not be allowed unless receipt shall accom­

pany the quarterly accqunt-current 
to the postmaster at New York City 
to postmasters of the first and second classes 
to offices at which unusual business accrues 

applications for, for extra services on account of the pres­
ence of military offices, &c, must show what 

Clerks in the Post-Office Department, how appointed and how classed 
their salaries 
number and names of, &c, to be reported to Congress annually, 
shall be exempt from militia duty and from serving on juries - -
shall not be interested in any contract for carrying the mail 

or act as agent, with or without compensation, for any con­
tractor 

shall not receive any fees or perquisites 
female, how appointed '. 

their salaries 

LAW. 

Page. Sec. 
57 Sec. 273 
57 Sec. 273 
57 Sec. 274 

21 Sec. 217 
40 Sec. 202 

in the Auditor's office, number and classification of, and how appointed 
their salaries 

in money-order offices, such additional number of, may be employed 
as, &c 1 : 

to be paid out of the proceeds of the money-order business 
23 P c 

6 Sec. 3 
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47 Sec. 253 
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Clerks in the Post-Office Department:—Continued-
chief or other, may be authorized to act as postmaster in case 

- of absence of principal 
official bond of principal shall be held to cover the acts 

of clerk 
acting officer shall be subject to all penalties, &c 

may be authorized to ie>sue postal money-orders at branch post-
offices 

post, masters and sureties on bond accountable for 
penalty upon, for misusing money-order funds #..... 

failures to pay over, &c, to be prima-facie evidence of 
embezzlement 

in post-offices are appointed by the postmaster without interference 
by the Department _ 

postmaster responsible for the acts of 
must be at least sixteen years of age 
must take the official oath 
form of oath -•-
oaths of, must be forwarded before they enter upon their duties, 
shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail. 

penalty for so doing 
in railway post-offices may be appointed .» 

their salaries, and how paid 
Clothing, packages of, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may be sent to 

enlisted men in the Army by mail if prepaid 
postage thereon 

Coin, unpaid postage on letters from foreign countries to be collected in 
Collection-drafts will be issued for the collection of balances due by post­

masters, &c 
postmaster receiving, to notify the party drawn upon „ 
if collected, receipts to be transmitted 
if party drawn upon fails to respond, Auditor to be notified 
if all efforts to collect prove unavailing, causes and circumstances to 

be communicated to Anditor 
want of due diligence, or failure to return draft, &c, Sic., by postmas­

ter, amounts to breach of condition of bond 
drait charged to account of postmaster, and sureties held re­

sponsible 
upon the return of, unpaid, how to proceed 

Collection-offices defined 
required to pay over their proceeds quarterly to contractors 
payments to be made only upon the production of collection-orders .. 
when order is presented all money must be paid over except money-

order funds 
and except amount due mail-messenger, if employed 

receipt of contractor must be transmitted by first mail after pay­
ment, and to whom 

must never be inclosed with quarterly returns, but sent in sep­
arate envelope 

receipts not on the printed forms furnished will not be recog­
nized 

manuscript receipts illegal 
Collection-orders are issued -ipon offices designated by Auditor 

contractors are furnished with printed blauk orders upon postmas­
ters for entire amount due 

except money-order funds and amount due mail-messenger 
.payments to be made to contractor only upon the production of 
no form of order or receipt will be recognized except the printed 

blank furnished - -
postmaster cannot refuse to pay because contractor is indebted to him 

refnsal to be prima-facie evidence of embezzlement 
failure to pay will be followed by removal of postmaster, unless, &c... 

Collectors shall require from masters'of vessels having the United States 
an oath that certain letters have not been received on board 

from masters of vessels arriving, &c, an oath that all letters 
are delivered at nearest post-office 

shall search all vessels for letters conveyed contrary to law 
may seize all such letters 

Combination, no contract for carrying the mail shall be made with any per­
son who has entered into any, to prevent the making of bids 

penalty for combining, &c 
Commissions of postmasters, seal of Department to be affixed to 

will not be issued until bond and oath shall have been transmitted to 
First Assistant Postmaster-Gene* al 

appointee not authorized to take charge of office before commission 
has been received 

new, will be issued when name of office is changed 
Compensation.—See Pay. Salaries. 

not to be allowed to postmasters for the sale of postage stamps 
nor for- carrying the mail 
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nor to Senators, members, &c, on account of postage. 
aid 

of mail-agents, and out of what appropriation p; 
of postal-agents, in China and Japan 
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Compensation—Continued. 
of mail-carriers, to special offices not on any established route 
of postmasters, to be divided into five classes 

for issuing and paying money-orders 
limit of 1 

to be increased during time of extraordinary business 
additional, may be allowed for unusual business 

of assistant postmasters-general and superintendents, acting as spe­
cial agents 

of railway companies, having land-grants 
shall be re-adjusted according to the average weight of mails 

upon conditions that, &c 
average weight, how ascertained 

if those now furnishing railway post-office cars shall refuse to 
provide such cars, they shall not be entitled to increase of pay. 

additional, may be allowed for increase in length of cars 
length of cars required shall be determined by the Post-

Office Department, and shall be properly fitted up, &c.. 
of masters of vessels not regularly employed, &c, for carrying the < 

mail.. \ 
of masters of steamboats, for carrying the mail 
for transporting foreign mails 
for publishing list of non-delivered letters, shall not exceed one cent 

for each letter 
Consuls authorized to pay foreign postage on letters for the United States 

detailed in foreign ports, &c 
amount to be collected, and repaid 

Contingent fund, expenditures made from, to be reported to Congress 
Continuance, defendant entitled to one. if, &c 
Contract office, and business in charge of 

Contract division 
Inspection division 
Mail-Equipment division 
division of Special agents and mail depredations 
Topographical division 

Contractors for- carrying the mail.—See Proposals. 
are required to execute, with sureties, contracts in duplicate, both to 

be returned to Second Assistant Postmaster-General 
copies will be furnished to, if requested 

bids of former, who have willfully neglected to perform their con­
tracts, not to be considered 

nor of persons who have entered into combination, &c 
contract of, so offending, may be annulled 

and disqualified to contract for, &c 
failing to commence the performance of contract, the same to be let 

to the next lowest bidder 
• difference in price to be charged to failing 
action for- such difference to accrue, &c 
penal ty for bidding and refusing to enter into contract 

new sureties of, may be accepted 
notice of change of terms of contract to be given 
transfers of contracts by, forbidden by law 
are required in all cases to carry the entire mail 

are not permitted to leave bags of newspapers, &c, on their 
routes 

must not allow mail bags to be dragged about or injured 
on railways, compensation to, shall be re-adjusted according to average 

weight of mails .., 
shall carry all mailable matter, with the person in charge... 

having grant of larrds, or right of way, shall carry mails, 
at what prices 

allowances to, above, &c, to be reported to Congress annually 
compensation for additional service shall not be in excess of 

the exact proportions, &c 
shall not be paid before the issuing of order 
schedules of arrivals and departures may be changed 

wit bout increase of pay, provided, &c 
increase of speed may be ordered by allowing a pro-rata in­

crease of pay 
allowance shail not be made unless, &c 

shall bear- no greater proportion, &c 
but contractor may relinquish the contract by giving 

notice, «fec 
no increased pay will bo allowed to, should the distance be 

greater than advertised, if, Sec.; bidders must inform them­
selves, &c 

offices established during a contract term to be visited 
without extra pay, if, &c 

service may be discontinued or- curtailed whenever, &c, allow­
ing, &c .' 

delinquencies of, shall be reported bj- postmasters -• 
deductions from the pay of, may be made for failures to perform serv­

ice according to contract 
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Contractors—Continued. 
and fines imposed for other delinquencies 

* to be notified of failures of mails, when 
case to be reported to Postmaster-General, when 
specific excuse required for each delinquency 

forfeiture when trip is not run and no sufficient excuse furnished.. 
when mail is left for accommodation of passengers 
for failure to deliver mail immediately upon arrival 

fines will be imposed upon, unless delinquency be satisfactorily ex­
plained 

for failing to take from, or deliver at a post-office the mail, or 
any part of it 

for suffering it to be wet, injured, lost, or destroyed 
for conveying it in a manner that exposes it to depredation, 

loss, or injury 
for refusing to convey it by any coach, car, or boat which the 

contractor runs on the route, beyond, &c 
for not arriving at the time fixed In the schedule 
for running an express to transmit commercial intelligence in 

advance of the mail 
payment shall not be made to, until contracts have been executed.... 

can only be made according to instructions, or in conform­
ity with the contract 

will be made to, by collections from, or drafts on post­
masters, or otherwise 

debts due from postmasters may be transferred to certain 
offices from which collections shall be made to be designated 

by Auditor 
proceeds of collection office, except money-order'funds, and 

amount due mail messengers, are to be paid to 
will be furnished with printed blank orders upon postmasters 

on their routes 
to be paid only upon the production of these orders 
receipts not oh the printed forms furnished, will not be recog­

nized 
manuscript receipts illegal 

postmasters cannot refuse to pay a draft or collection-order be­
cause of an unsettled private account, &c 

such refusal prima-facie evidence of embezzlement 
failure to pay draft or collection-order vyill be followed 

by removal of postmaster, unless, &c 
cannot lawfully carry any letter or packet outside the mail, unless 

covered by stamped envelope 
penalty upon, for receiving or carrying any letter or 

packet contrary to law ' 
may carry newspapers out of mails for sale or distribution 

among regular subscribers 
may also carry, &c, books, pamphlets, &c, in packages as mer­

chandise, addressed to agents or dealers 
for transporting foreign mails, compensation of 

fines may be imposed upon, for default, &c 
shall not assign contract 

assignments to be null and void 
contracts of, shall contain stipulation for the right to discontinue, 
fair indemnity shall be awarded to, when contracts are revoked. 

must take the official oath 
form of oath 

are required to respect and obey the authority of special agents. 
when writing to the Department, should write the name of their 

post-office, county, and State, at the head of their letters, without 
abbreviation 

no person employed in the Post-Office Department shall act as agen ; 
• for, with or without compensation, or be concerned in any contract. 

penalty for so doing , 
names of, to be reported to Congress annually 
suit shall be brought to recover money paid'under the pretense that 

service has been performed therefor, when it has not been per 
formed 

in cases of debts due from, attachments against their property may 
issue 

if they are non-residents 
or have conveyed away, or are about to convey, their property . 
property may be seized in the district whither removed 

Contract sections, list of States composing each of the four 
a letting for one of these occurs every year 

Contracts for carrying the mail.—See Proposals. 
shall be made on all post-roads established by law 

to the court-house of any county without a mail 
may be made, to and from any post-office » 

to be reported to Congress, if over a route not establishet. 
by law 

to cease at the end of next session unless, &c 
with railway companies, without advertising 
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Contracts for carrying the mail—Continued. 
Iraving land-grants at such prices as, &c 

by horse-express if railway companies refuse maximum rates. 
when amount of mail matter is so great as, &o 

on navigable canals „ 
on plank-roads 
in steamboats or other vessels, on any waters of the United 

States 
in steamships between any of the ports of the United States.. 

without advertising, for a term less than four years 
price not to be greater than, &c 

to special offices not on any established route 
at the pay of two-thirds of the postmaster's salary 

to and from any foreign country 
shall be in steamships 
but may be in sailing-vessels, when 
compensation, if by a United States steamship 

if by a foreign steamship or vessel 
fines may be imposed for unreasonable delay 
not to be assigned 
assignments to be null and void 
shall contain stipulations that it may be terminated by 

Congress $ 
shall be in the name of the United States 
shall be made to and with the United States 

shall havetheir true date affixed, and date of filing indorsed 
shall not be assigned 

assignments to be null and void ,. 
shall not be made for a longer term than four years 

and on the sea, than two years 
are to be executed in duplicate, both to be returned to the Second 

Assistant Postmaster-General 
* a copy will be furnished to contractor if requested ' 

duplicates shall be delivered to the Auditor within sixty days., 
may be continued beyond their term for six months until new con­

tracts be made 
new sureties upon, may be accepted 
not required to be executed by carriers to special offices 
not to be made with persons who have entered into combination to 

prevent bids 
no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk, shall become interested ( 

in, or act as agent for contractor with, or without compensation.. \ 
penalty for so doing 

before making, public notice shall be given by advertising once a 
week, for six weeks 

notice shall describe route, time, and frequency 
to be in what newspajpers, and how selected...' 
if not properly advertised, to bo advertised as soon as, &c 

contract thus made to run to the end of the regular time. 

may be made in certain cases without advertisement 
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shall be awarded to lowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees 
bidders receiving an award and refusing to enter into contract, to be 

guilty of, &c 
penalty for bidding for, and wrongfully refusing to enter into, 

bids of persons who have failed to perform a former contract, not to 
be considered 

ghall not be made with persons who have entered into combination 
to prevent the making of any bid 

penalty for so combining 
to be made with next lowest bidder when, &c, if, &c 

difference in price to be charged to failing contractor 
notice of change in the terms of existing, shall be gfven 
payments shall not be made until contract is executed 

. 'will bo made by collections from postmasters, or drafts 
must be made in conformity with, and only according to in­

structions .' 
after expiration of, postmasters cannot make any payment, unless 

expressly authorized *. 
payments for additional service shall not bo in excess of the exact 

proportion, &c 
the sum to be allowed to be expressed in the order 

and shall not be paid before the issuing of such order .. 
extra allowance for increased speed shall not be made, unless, &c 

and the additional pay shall bear no greater proportion than, &c 
increase of service may be ordered by allowing a pro-rata increase of 
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pay. schedule of arrivals and departures may be changed without 
increase of pay, provided, &e 

increase of speed may be ordered by allowing a pro-rata in­
crease of pay .' 48 Sec. 261 
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Contracts for carrying the mail—Continued. 
but contractor may relinquish the contract by giving 

notice, &c v service may be discontinued, or curtailed, whenever, &c, allow­
ing. &c 

no increased pay will be allowed should the distance be greater than 
advertised, if, &c, bidders must inform themselves, &c 

offices established during a contract term to be visited without 
extra pay, if, &c 

deductions may be made for failures of contractors to perform service 
according to 

for transportation of foreign mails, may be made 
shall be in steamships 
but may be in sailing-vessels 
shall contain stipulation for the right to discontinue 

through any foreign country, &c 
may be revoked whenever, &c 
in case of revocat ion a fair indemnity to be awarded 

made under laws repealed by this act, shall not be affected by such 
repeal 

suit shall be brought to recover money paid under pretense that 
service has been performed, when such service has not been per­
formed , # 

Copies of records of the Department, how authenticated 
of contracts for carrying the mail, shall be delivered to the Auditor 

within sixty days 
of papers shall be sent by Auditor to Department of Justice in suits 

against postmasters, &c 
of quarterly returns and papers pertaining to accounts, when certified 

by Auditor under seal, shall be admitted as evidence, &c 
of warrant of attachment, certified, to be sent to the district into 

which property has been removed , 
Corrected proof-sheets will be charged with postage as third-class matter., 

but if new matter be introduced by cor rections, or instructions 
in writing, are subject to letter-postage 

Counterfeiting postage-stamps, penalty for 
postage-stamp of any foreign government, penalty for 
postal money-order, penalty for 

Counterfeit money, postmasters receiving, will be required to replace the 
same with genuine funds 

Court-house, mails shall be carried to the, of any county without a mail 
road on which the mail is carried to any, without a mail is declared a 

post-road during the time such mail is carried thereon 
Courts, suits and prosecutions under the postal laws to be in the circuit 

and district 
and before local magistrates, and other State 

Crimes.—See Penalties. 
Currency, fractional and other, sent to the Treasurer for redemption, and 

from hirn, to be registered without fee ... 2 
Customs officer.—See Collector, Seizures. 

to be notified when packages are received from a foreign country and 
believed to contain articles subject to duty 

packages, when seized by, will be opened, &c 
Cuttings, not exceeding four pounds in weight, may be sent by mail 

postage on, one cent for- each two ounces or traction 
must be pre-paid in full 

Date, all orders and papers, on which any action is to be based, shall have 
their true, affixed, and, of filing indorsed 

Dead letters defined 
divided into six classes r unclaimed, those not called for ... 

must be returned to dead-letter office when 
should there be none to send, fact must be stated 
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how to be stamped *• 
if the seal be broken, the fact must be noted 
in making a return, each class must be put into separate 

packages 
each return must be accompanied by a bill 

and by duplicate of the advertised lists 
duplicate lists to be preserved 
aggregate bill at the end of each quarter to be made 

from duplicates retained 
to be verified by affidavit 

when number exceeds one hundred, to be put into 
two packages, with bill how folded .* 

if too preat to be enveloped, to be placed in a locked 
pouch 

if originating in any of the Departments, not to be sent to 
the dead-letter office, but returned 

if registered, to be returned; but if, &c, to be sent to De­
partment 

never to be sent with ordinary letters 
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Dead letters—Continued. 
when containing money are forwarded to a postmaster, 

efforts to discover owners must be made 
secrecy as to contents must be maintained 

penalty for violation of this rule 
when they cannot be delivered after thirty days, to 

be returned to dead-letter office, registered 
if not registered and lost, postmaster respon-

sible [ 
must never be forwarded to another office 
money unclaimed from, to be deposited as part of 

the postal revenue 
return letters without any inclosure may be for­

warded 
when containing valuables, shall be registered in dead-

letter office 
contentvS, how disposed of *. 

if containing articles of value other than money, are not 
to be registered when returned to Department unless 
so received 

no record is kept of letters not containing articles of 
value 

return letters must be stamped with date of receipt, and 
reason for non-delivery 

newspapers, periodicals, Sec, are not to be returned to 
dead-letter office 

how to be disposed of 
books, pamphlets, and foreign printed matter must be 

sent to dead-letter office 
when any newspaper or magazine has been refused by 

subscriber, or, Sec, statement of facts to be sent to 
publisher 

obscene books, or, &c, must be sent to Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General 

shall be returned to the dead-letter office, and from thence to 
writers, when '... 

if prepaid, not called for, &c, to be returned to writer, if name 
and address are indorsed 

local letters in large cities of dense population insufficiently 
paid, &c, may be forwarded, Sec 

detained for violation of law, how disposed of 
applications for, to Third Assistant Postmaster-General must 

state what . 
foreign letters are returned unopened to the countries, &c 

shall be subject to conventional stipulations. 
unmailable, with illegible address, obscene, or weighing over 

four pounds 
to be returned, once each week, separate from regular 

dead-letters, by what offices 
from New York City, and offices of the first class, 

daily 
held for postage, with one full rate not paid, or bearing stamps 

before used, or cut from stamped envelopes 
to be returned once each week, by what offices 

from New York City and offices of the first class, 
daily 

refused. 
not to be advertised 

statement of facts to be sent to publishers of newspapers, 
Sec, when 

hotel, those returned to post-office from hotel 
not to be advertised 
to be returned once each week, from what offices 

fvom New York City and offices of the first class, 
daily 

unclaimed, bearing hotel cards, how to be disposed of... 
should not be retained by proprietors over thirty days... 

fictitious, those bearing fictitious names, or addressed to ini'tials. 
not to be advertised 

must be sent to dead-letter office, from what offices 
unless directed to certain place, or to care, &c 

advertising of non-delivered, written list of, to be posted in some pub­
lic place » 

or publication made of list 
weekly, at New York City, and at offices of the first, 

second, third, and fourth classes 
and monthly, at offices of the fifth class 
to be in newspapers, if, &c, without charge 

when specially authorized, to be made in newspapers having 
the largest circulation '. 

not oftener than once a week 
list must designate those remaining at branch offices 
compensation shall not exceed one cent for each letter 
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Dead letters—Continued. 
will not be allowed without special instructions... 
amount to be added to postage 
if gratuitous, or by posting, no charge to be made, 
printer's receipt must state the number of letters, 

and amount paid 
amount paid must be charged, hoŵ  

case of oompeting newspapers, how decided 
decision shall remain one year 

Page. Sec. 

Sec. 188 

when advertised, how to be stamped . 
list of, shall be posted in post-office immediately after its publi­

cation 
shall be charged, when published, with one cent in addition 
addressed to persons foreign born, in what newspapers 
what letters not to be advertised. 
letters held for special delivery to be advertised, when 
marks and memoranda to be examined before, &c 
offices that advertise weekly will make return of dead-letters 

weekly, four weeks after advertisement 
that advertise monthly, monthly 
should there be no letters to send, the fact to be stated... 

chief of division of, how appointed 
his salary 

Debt, penalty upon postmasters for neglect to render accounts, &c, to be 
recorded in an action o£ 

and upon employes for being interested in contracts for carrying the 
mail 

Debtors, poor, may be discharged from jail in civil cases by the Postmaster-
General 

Debts, payment of, due the Department, shall be enforced by Auditor 
due the Post-Office Department shall, when collected, be paid into the 

Treasury 
the Treasurer to give duplicate receipts therefor 

contracted under laws repealed by this act, shall not be affected by 
such repeal 

in cases of, due from delinquent postmasters, contractors,.or other 
employes, attachments may issue 

if "they are non-residents 
or have conveyed away, or are about to convey, their property. 

due from postmasters may be transferred to contractors 
transfers to be only in satisfaction of legal demands 

printed blank orders upon postmasters for amount due are furnished 
to contractors 

no order or receipt will be recognized except the printed blank 
payments made otherwise are null and void 
manuscript receipts are illegal 

drafts will be issued for the collection of balances due by postmasters.. 
postmasters receiving, should send notice, &c 
postmasters receiving notice, &c, should make payment, &c... 
postmaster collecting, will notify Auditor by sending receipt, 

&c -
will charge himself with the amount in his general 

account -
if postmaster drawn upon fails to respond, Auditor to be notified, 
if not collected, cause of failure, residence, and circumstances 

of all the parties to be communicated to Auditor 
want of due diligence by a postmaster receiving, or failure to 

return draft to Auditor, or give information, &c., to operate 
as a breach of the condition of his bond 

and will be deemed just ground for his removal 
upon return of a collection-dratt unpaid, copies of accounts 

will be transmitted to Department of Justice for the institu­
tion of suit 

collection drafts not issued upon late postmasters for balances 
due upon money-order accounts 

if late postmastei fails to pay over to his successor money-
order funds, what proceedings to be had 

Deductions.—See Fines. 
may be made from the pay of contractors for failures to perform ser­

vice 
price of the trip to be deducted where the trip is not performed, 

vouchers for all, made by a postmaster out of receipts, &c, shall be > submitted to Auditor for settlement 
no such, shall be valid unless in conformity with law 

Delinquencies.—See Fines. 
of contractors, &c, shall be reported to the Postmaster-General 

fines may be imposed upon contractors for 
of postmasters in rendering quarterly accounts and returns, or pay­

ing over money, &c, shall be reported by Auditor.. 
penalty for neglecting to render for one month after the time, &c. 

if no account has been rendered at time of trial 
in failing to collect drafts by want of due diligence 

30 Sec. 191 
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alinquencies—Continued. 
draft will be charged to postmaster, and sureties held 

responsible 
in failing to pay collection-orders when presented by contractor. 
in neglecting to deposit money 
in misusing money order funds, or failing to pay over 

if late postmaster fails to pay over, what proceedings to 
be had 

*»pon trial of suits for, no claim for credit to be allowed, unless... 
in suits to recover balances, what to be evidence of a 

demand , 
further demand for new balance not necessary, when, &c 
suits for indebtedness must be brought within three 

years, &c, or sureties on bond released .*. 
Auditor shall forward certified copies of papers to the 

Department of Justice 
in cases of debts due, attachments against property may 

issue '. 
if non-residents 
or have conveyed away, or are about to convey 

property 
property may be seized in the district whither re­

moved 
Demand, in suits for balances from delinquent postmasters, what to be 
evidence of a -

further, for new balance not necessary, when, Sec 
Demands arising under laws repealed by this act shall not be affected by 

such repeal 
Department of Justice, directions of, to be obeyed in suits under postal 
laws, for money due, &c 

statement of judgment, &c, obtained, to be forwarded to, at end of 
term 

returns of proceedings by marshal to be made to 
may direct a suit in chancery when proceedings at law for money 

due are fruitless 
certified copies of papers to be sent to, in suits against delinquent 

postmastersj Sec 
Depositing-offices defined 

deposits by postmasters, how to be made, and when 
postmasters at, who pay mail-messengers or special mail-carriers, will 

report amount so paid, Sec. and deposit the balance 
postmasters who have been directed to deposit quarterly, and have 

failed to deposit within a month, &c, must report the cause of 
failure. t 

want of funds will not be accepted as an excuse 
using, loaning, &c, of funds prohibited 

penalty for willfully neglecting to deposit 
no allowance will be made to postmasters for expenses in paying C 

over moneys due to the Department \ 
Depository and draft offices defined 
Deposits shall be made by the postmaster at Washington, and at cities 
where there is an assistant treasurer, once a week at least, and as much 
oftener as directed 

how to be made 
may be made by any postmaster, at his own risk, in any national 

bank in the county, Sec, where there are no designated deposita­
ries, &c 

• but interest thereon shall not be demanded or received 
amount of, and name of the bank must be reported quarterly... 

postmasters who pay mail-messengers, or special mail-carriers, will. 
report the amount so paid, and deposit the balance 

failing to make, within a month alter the close of a quarter, 
must report the cause 

want of funds will not be accepted as an excuse for failure. 
failure to make, will be followed by removal, unless 
penalty for willfully neglecting to make, of money which is part of 

the postal revenues 
money paid by. postmasters pursuant to appropriations out of their 

receipts shall be certified quarterly by Auditor to the Postmaster 
General 

and the amount thus certified shall bo carried to the credit of 
the postal revenues, Sec 

shall be brought into the Treasury by warrants 
no credit shall be allowed for, until warrant has been issued 

Depredations.—See Mail Depredations. 
laws defining punishment for, committed upon the mail, to have full 

force in the Indian country 
Desks, allowance for, will not be'made unless net proceeds exceed $5 per 

quarter 
postmaster, before purchasing, must make application to Auditor 
and other furniture must be turned over by outgoing postmaster to 

his successor 
Detectives, names of, not to be disclosed 
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Disabilities may be removed with written consent of Postmaster General. 
Disbursing officer of the Post-Office Department 

his salary 
for the Auditor's office and his salary 

Disbursing officers shall issue duplicate of lost checks, &c, in favor of any 
postmaster, Sec 

special agents acting as, shall give bond 
Discontinuances of post-office may be made by the Postmaster-General ... 

Auditor to bo notified of 
Distributing offices may be designated at the intersection of mail routes... 

if of the third, fourth, or- fifth class, reasonable allowance may be 
made for clerical services 

list of 
are established for what purpose 
all letters and packets received at, for distribution are to be distrib­

uted and remailed before departure of next mail, if, Sec 
postmasters at, will not open a mail addressed to another office 
if letters be sent to, which should have been mailed direct, Sec, error 

to be corrected, and, if continued, reported 
allowance for extra service at, fixed as exigencies may require 
general principles governing the distribution and making up of mail 

matter 
unpaid letters sent to, should not be post-billed 
letters, not required to bo mailed direct, must be mailed to the, 

through which they will last pass on their proper route, Sec, unless. 
&c '.. 

all letters received at, to be mailed, how 
packages containing letters sent to, must be marked, how 
letters and packets received at, to be distributed and remailed, when. 
mails addressed to another office not to he opened at 
mis-sending of mails to, to bo corrected or reported 
records of packages of postage-stamps and stamped envelopes pass­

ing through, to be kept 
form of record 

Distribution of mail matter, general principles governing 
Draft offices directed to retain their funds, Sec, to meet drafts drawn, &c. 
Drafts.—See CoUection-drafts. 

on postmasters, or otherwise, will be issued to pay contractors 
to enable postmasters to pay balance duo mail messengers 

a postmaster cannot refuse to pay, because contractor, &c, is in­
debted to him 

will be issued for the collection of balances due by postmasters 
postmasters receiving, should send notice, Sec 
postmasters receiving notice, &c, should make payment, Sec 
postmaster collecting draft will notify Auditor by sending receipt, Sec 

will charge himself with the amount in his general account ... 
if postmaster drawn upon fails to respond, Auditor to be notified 
if not collected, cause of failure, resideLce, and circumstances of all 

the parties to be communicated to Auditor 
want of due diligence by postmaster receiving, or failure to return 

draft to Auditor, or give information, &c, to operate as a breach of 
the condition of his bond 

and will be deemed just ground for his removal 
upon return of a collection-draft unpaid, copies of the accounts will 

be transmitted to Department'of J ustico for suit 
collection-drafts not issued upon late postmasters for balances due 

upon money-order accounts 
if late postmasti r fails to pay over to his successor money-order 

funds, what proceedings to be had 
lost, duplicates of, shall be issued by disbursing officers, Sec 

application for a duplicate must be made to the Auditor 
to be accompanied by what statement 

certificate of non-payment by person drawn upon, &c, to bo 
produced ' 

duplicate, when issued, shall have the same force as the origi­
nal, unless assignee produce authority for the issue of dupli­
cate in his own favor 

collection-drafts, application for the renewal of, to be accom­
panied by what affidavit 

Drawers.—See Letter-boxes. 
Drop or local letters, postage on, when delivered by carriers 

when delivered where free delivery system is not established .. 
may be forwarded, charged with deficient postage in large cities, 
when inadvertently prepaid at drop-letter rates only 
not to be advertised as dead-letters 

Duplicate drafts.—See Drafts. _ 
Duplicate money-orders may be issued, when 
Embezzlement, the refusal of a postmaster to pay a draft or collection order 

is prima-facie evidence of 
neglect to account for postage-stamps, &c, shall be deemed to be 
the misusing of money-order funds, or aiding therein, shall be deemed. 

penalty for .' 
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Embezzlement—Continued. 
failure to pay over, Sec, to be prima-facie evidence of 
in trials for, &c, transcript from Auditor's office, Sec, shall be 

prima-facie evidence of balance agaiirst.. -% willful neglect to deposit any money which is part of the postal 
revenue to be deemed '. '. 

penalty for such neglect 
penalty upon employes for, of any letter, packet, bag, or mail .. 

for, &c, not containing anything of value 
Employes in the Post-Office Department, how appointed and how many— 

their salaries 
to be instructed as to their duties by the Postmaster-General 
number and names of, &c, to be reported to Congress annually 
must take the official oath 

form of oath 
before whom taken 

shall be subject to penalties, Sec, for violation of law with or without 
oath 

are not permitted to hold State or municipal offices, if salary is over 
$1,000 

what offices are excepted 
shall be exempt from militia duty and from serving on juries 
shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail 

nor act as agent, with or without'compensation, for any contractor 
penalty for so doing 

shall not receive any fees or perquisites 
penalty upon, for willfully, &c, removing postage-stamps affixed to 

mail matter 
for- willfully neglecting to deposit any money wThich is part of 

the postal revenue 
for secreting or destroying, &c, letters, &c, in their possession 

to be carried by mail, Sec, containing any article of value 
for secreting or destroying, Sec, letters, Sec, not containing, &c 
for taking, Sec, any such article out of such letters 
for improperly detaining or destroying, &c, any newspaper, Sec 
for knowingly using in prepayment of postage any postage-

stamps before so used 
for removing defacing marks from stamps, Sec, with 

intent, &o 
for unlawfully detaining letters, &c, or opening, Sec : 
for misusing money-order funds or aiding therein 

failure to pay over, &c, to be prima-facie evidence of em­
bezzlement 

Engineer and assistant, in the Post-Office Department, how appointed 
their salar.es .. 

Envelopes.—S'ee Stamped-envelopes, Newspaper-wrappers. 
record of, to be kept 
letter, and newspaper, shall be provided, and known as "stamped 

envelopes " .• 
how to be sold and what not to contain 

no extra postage shall be charged for card printed upon 
no writing permitted on, of third-class matter, except the address 
bearing indecent or scurrilous epithets shall not be carried in the 

mail 
penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, for mailing 
for taking from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of 
search for, and seizure of, to bo made, how, and by whom 

"request," stamped envelopes bearing a request for tlie return, Sec, 
with name and address ot jrarties printed, will be furnished without 
extra charge for printing 

order not to be for less than 500 
requisitions for, how to be made 
blank forms for ordering, supplied 
are to be accounted for, how 

Estimates for the ensuing year to be submitted annually to Congress, and 
under what heads ". 

annual, to be furnished to the Secretary of the Treasury prior to 
November 1 in each year 

and reported by him to Congress 
Evidence, the depositing of a letter in any post-office to be, that it was 

intended to be conveyed by mail 
receipts for registered letters to be, of delivery 
postage-stamps attached to mail matter shall be, of payment of pcistage 

thereon 
failure to pay over money-order funds to be, of embezzlement 
transcript from the money-order books of the Auditor shall be, of 

balance 
copies of papers and transcripts, certified by Auditor under seal, shall 

be admitted as 
in suits for balances due from delinquent postmasters what to be, of 

a demand 
Execution.—See Suits. 
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Executive order prohibiting the holding of State and municipal offices by 
persons holding civil offices under the Federal Government 

what offices excepted , 
Expenditures of any kind must not be made without the consent of the 

Department first obtained ' 
for clerk-hire, rent, fuel, and light, will be fixed by an order at New 

York City, and at offices of the first and second classes 
and shall remain for one year, or until, &c 

for furniture, stationery, Sec, at same offices, must be made only under 
special authority 

allowances for, are made out of the surplus revenue of an office 
and in no case will be made in excess of surplus revenue 

a reasonable allowance for clerk-hire at separating-offices may be 
made upoir application 

receipt must accompany the quarterly account current 
postmasters will furnish proper vouchers for all, incurred 

vouchers must accompany their quarterly account current 
penalty for knowingly swearing falsely in relation to any 
from tire contingent fund, to be reported to Congress.... 
quarterly statement of receipts and, shall be transmitted by Auditor 

to Secretary of the Treasury . 
Auditor shall report the official forms of papers to be used" in con­

nection with, when required 
Expenses, of the Department, incidental, to be controlled, subject, &c, by 

the Postmaster-General 
curtailments of, to be reported to Congress annually 
of preceding year, to be submitted to Congress, and under what heads. 
of mail-agents at foreign ports, necessary, to be allowed 
of postal agents in China or Japan, necessary, may be paid 
of a postmaster, authorized by law, may be deducted from receipts of 

office. 
of letter-carriers, branch offices, and receiving-boxes, to be kept in 

separate account 
of the money-order business, accounts of, to be so kept by the Auditor 

as to show what 
in all cases where the quarterly, of an office exceed the amounts 

authorized, the surplus will be suspended, &c 
incurred in making deposits will not be allowed. 

nor in collecting moneys due 
Explosive materials to be excluded from the mails 
Express companies.—See Private expresses. 

transmission of mailable matter by, over a post route outside the 
mails, forbidden 

penalty for establishing, for carrying letters, &c 
are permitted to carry and deliver letters when covered by stamped 

envelopes, provided, &c 
only letters relating solely to cargo may be lawfully carried 

not so inclosed over a mail route, outside, the mail 
letters unpaid, or prepaid by postage-stamps, cannot be lawfully car­

ried by 
penalty for so carrying 

fines will bo imposed upon contractors for running an express to 
transmit intelligence in advance of the mail 

no fees allowed to, which carry the mail 
Extra services, applications for allowance for, on account of the presence 

of military forces, Sec, must show what ... 
False swearing to a quarterly account to be perjury 

penalty for , 
Failure of mails.—See Mails. 
Fees for issuing money-orders 

on orders not exceeding $10, five cents 
over $10, and not exceeding $20, ten cents 
over $20, and not exceeding $30, fifteen cents 
over $30, and not exceeding $40, twenty cents 
over $40, and not exceeding $50, twenty-five cents 

to be paid in money:. stamps not receivable 
to be exacted for new order issued to correct error 
not to be refunded when order is repaid 
not required on duplicate orders 
not to be exacted on duplicates of invalid 
accounts of all, may be required daily 
accounts to be so kept by the Auditor as to show the amount 

of, received 
for international money-orders 
for registering a domestic letter, fifteen cents, in addition to postage. 

to be prepaid 
shall be accounted for » 

certain letters containing fractional currency, &c, to be regis­
tered without 

letters to foreign countries 
no allowance made for, paid for administering oaths to accounts 
not allowed to any person who carries the mail 

Page. Sec. 

92 Sec. 
10 Sec 

121 Sec. 22 
121 Sec. 22 

8 Sec. 
9 Sec. 

10 Sec 
12 Sec. 
13 Sec. 

18 Sec. 88 
19 Sec. 101 
37 Sec. 120 

63 Sec 133 

99 Sec. 228 

99 Sec 228 

16 Sec. 
92 Sec. 
35 Sec. 107 
35 Sec. 107 
35 Sec. 107 

. 35 Sec. 107 
35 Sec 107 
35 Sec. 107 
36 Sec. 
36 Sec. 

37 Sec 119 
37 Sec. 120 
75 Sec 127 
75 Sec 127 
75 Sec. 127 
75 Sec. 190 

Page. Sec. 
137 
139 
156 Sec. 481 
158 Sec 
158 Sec 
158 Sec 
159 Sec. 
159 Sec 
159 Sec. 
159 Sec. 
159 Sec. 
159 Sec. 

159 Sec. 61 
217 Sec. 355 
218 Sec. 365 

211 Sec. 339 
211 Sec 339 
177 Sec'151 
177 Sec. 152 
177 Sec. 152 

199 Sec. 284 
183 Sec 190 

156 Sec 47 

315 Sec. 815 
315 Sec. 815 
315 Sec. 815 
315 Sec. 815 
315 Sec 815 
315 Sec. 815 
316 Sec 817 
315 Sec. 815 
320 Sec. 833 
325 Sec. 864 
326 Sec. 869 

338 Sec. 912 
235 Sec. 464 

243 Sec 505 
235 Sec. 465 
254 Sec. 551 
183 Sec 190 



-*W.i» 

365 

INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

Continued. 
nor to letter-carriers : 

shall not be received by employes 
shall not be allowed to route-agents, postal-clerks, or mail-carriers, 

for receiving and delivering prepaid mail matter 
lie clerks in the Post-Office Department, how appointed 
their salaries 

,jnale laborers, their salaries 
.ferryman, penalty upon, for delaying the passage of the mail, or refusing 
to transport the same ., 

""nance office, and business in charge of 
division of finance 
division of postage-stamps and stamped-envelopes 
division of registered letters 
division of dead letters : 

Finances of the Department to be reported to Congress annually fc~ s.—See Penalties. 
upon employes, for willfully neglecting to deposit any money 
may be imposed upon contractors for delinquencies 
will be imposed upon contractors, unless delinquency be satisfac­

torily explained 
for failing to take from or deliver at a post-office the mail, or 

any part of it 
for suffering it to be wet, injured, lost, or destroyed 
for conveying it in a manner that exposes it to depredation, 

loss, or injury 
for refusing to convey it by any coach, car, or boat which the 

contractor runs on the route, beyond, Sec 
for not arriving at the time fixed in the schedule 
for running an express to transmit commercial intelligence in 

advance of the mail 
upon contractors for transporting the foreign mails 
may be remitted, with written consent of Postmaster-General 
all, imposed for any violation, &c, shall, when recovered, bo paid into 

the Treasury, except 
shall be deposited as part of the postal revenue 
to be reported to Congress annually 

[' Firemen in the Post-Office Department, how appointed 
their salaries « 

first Comptroller of the Treasury Department, decision of, on appeal from 
the Auditor, shall be final 

r Folders in the Post-Office Department, how appointed 
| Foreign countries, rates of postage on mail-matter conveyed between the 

United States and, may be reduced or increased '. 
contracts may be made for carrying the mail through 

may be revoked whenever,' Sec 
but fair indemnity shall be awarded, &c 

Foreign governments, arrangements may be made with, for exchange, by 
postal-orders, of small sums of money .'.. 

- expenses thereof, how to be paid 
Postmaster-General may make treaties, or postal conventions with. 

H. copies of, shall be sent to Secretary of State 
have been concluded with what countries 
offices of exchango in the United States under 

Foreign mails, superintendent of, how appointed 
his salary ... : 
may act as special agent 
allowance to, for traveling exjjenses as special agent 

resident mail agencies may be established at Panama, A Spin wall, 
Havana, Saint Thomas, Sec 

mail agents may be appointed in steamers on routes between San 
Francisco, Japan, and China, &c 

general postal agency may be established at Shanghai, or, Sec, with 
branch agencies 

offices exchanging, shall be furnished with postal balances, denomi­
nated in grams, Sec 

rates of postage on letters, newspapers, &c, to or from foreign coun­
tries 

unpaid postage on matter received by, to be collected in coin, or its 
equivalent 

foreign dead-letters shall be subject to conventional stipulations 
transportation of, may be contracted for after advertising 
shall be transported in steamships 

but may be, in sailing-vessels '. 
pay for transportation ' 
tines may be imposed upon contractors for, &c 
contracts not to be assigned 1 

assignments to be null and void 
shall contain stipulation for the right to discontinue 

detained in foreign ports, consuls authorized to pay postage on 
mail matter to or from the United States by foreign vessels, except, 

Sec, to be subject to postage, if, Sec 
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Foreign mails—Continued. 
to be delivered to, and taken from, the United States post-office 

penalty for failure 
receiving and forwarding of 

are dispatched for Europe when, and whence 
for the West Indies and South American states 
for Japan, China, and the Sandwich Islandy 

Canada, mails of, may be transported over territory of the United 
States, from, &e,, if reciprocal privilege is granted' 

privilege may be annulled by, &c 
mails, when so transported, to be deemed United States 

mails, so far' as, &c 
offices of exchange for mails to or from 

letters, how to be stamped at 
postage on 

newspapers, postage on 
Foreign postage, table of rates of , 
Foreign postal business to be reported to Congress annually 
Forfeitures—See Penalties. 

proceedings to enforce, of packages or parcels seized by special 
agents, &e 

may be remitted with written consent of Postmaster-General 
imposed for violation of the postal laws, to be recovered by Auditor... 

and also arising under other statutes where, &c 
. of the pay of the trip, will be exacted when the trip is not run 

and not exceeding a quarter's pay, w7heu mails have been left for the 
accommodat ion of passengers *. 

or have not been delivered immediately upon arrival 
Forging.—See Counterfeiting. 

penalty for, altering or, any bond, bid, proposal, guarantee, security, 
official bond, public -record, affidavit, or other writrng, for the pur­
pose of defrauding the United States 

for knowingly uttering such forged writing 
Form of oath to be taken by all employes in the pestalservice 

by bidder, to accompany proposals for- carrying the mail 
by masters of vessels leaving the United States, Sec 

arriving, Sec 
by publishers of rrewspapers 
by postmasters, to accompany quarterly returns 

of record to be kept of packages of stamp's passing, Sec, through 
distributing-offices ^ 

of signature by assistant postmaster 
of newspaper transcript 
of transcript of mails received 
of dead-letter bill 
of box rent account 
of account current .' .' 
of general postal account 
of official papers to be decided on by the Postmaster-General 

Fractional currency, certain letters containing, to be registered without 

Page. Sec. 
59 Sec 277 
59 Sec 277 

fee . postmaster at Washington will register, &c 
Frank, letters bearing a, to be treated as unpaid 
Franking privilege abolished 

all official correspondence and other mailable matter sent from, or 
addressed to, any officer of the Government, or person heretofore 
authorized to frank such matter, chargeable wi.h the same rates-of 
postage as, &c, upon like m :tter sent by or t > other- persons 

all laws permitting the transmission by mail of any free matter 
repealed 

Fraud, sorts shall be brought to cover money paid by mistake or through.. 
Fraudulent representations, suit to be brought to recover money paid in 

consequence of 
Fraudulent schemes for obtaining money not to be carried by mail, or 

deposited in office 
penalty for depositing 
payment of postal money orders to persons engaged in, may 

be forbidden, and amount of such orders returned to remitters 
postmasters may bo di ectod to return registered letters addressed 

to such person's, marked '-fraudulent " 
but no person authorized to open any letter not addressed to 

himself 
penalty for misusing the post-office establishment by opening corre­

spondence with persons devising, with intent, &c, and placing, Sec, 
letters in post-office .".» 

Free delivery system.—See Letter-Carriers. 
salary and per- di'm of the special agent of, to be charged to the 

appropriat ion for ... 
of mail matter, 1st tor-carriers to be employed for, in what places 

Fuel, expenses and estimates for, to be submitted annually to Congress 
how to be accounted for — . 
cost of, may be allowed to postmasters of first and second classes, 

and at isTew York City 
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Furniture, reasonable allowance may be made, upon the order of the 
Postmaster-General, for the necessary expenses of 

to mail-agents at foreign ports 
to postal-agents in China and Japan 
to the postmaster at New York City 
to postmasters of the first and second classes • 

expenditures for, must be made only under special authority 
allowances for desks will not be made, unless net proceeds exceed 

$5 per quarter 
Garnishees, after publication of notice of attachment in case of abscond­

ing debtors, persons indebted to, or having property of defendants, to 
account therefor 

any disposal of such property to be void , 
Gift concerts, circulars concerning, excluded rom the mails 
Gift enterprises, circulars for, not to be carried by mail, or deposited in office 

penalty for depositiirg 
postmaster shall not act as agent for any, Sec 

penalty for so doing 
penalty for- misusing the post-office establishment by opening corre­

spondence, Sec, with intent to defraud, and placing, Sec, letters in 
post-office 

payment of postal money-orders to persons, Sec, engaged in, may be 
forbidden and the sum so remitted returned to the remitters 

registered letters addressed to such persons, &c, may be directed to 
be marked " fraudulent," and returned to the senders 

but no person authorized to open a letter not addressed to 
himself 

Glass, packages containing, must be excluded from the mails 
Guarantee, every proposal for carrying the mail shall be accompanied by 

a written ; 
shall not be considered unless so accompanied 

must be signed with full names 
penalty for forging, &c, any, with intent to fraud 

penalty for knowingly uttering such forged writing 
Guarantor, postmasters must not certify to the sufficiency of, without 

knowing, <fcc ; 
penalty for so certifying 

Havana, mail-ageiicies may be established at 
Horse express, contract for carrying letter mail by, may be made when 
Hours, during which post-office shall be kept open, to lie prescribed by the 

Postjaaster-General 
schedule of the, of arrival and departure of mails to be furnished to 

postmasters 
postmasters to be notified of changes in 
registers of times, &c, to be kept : 

Incidental expenses, reasonable allowance may be made, upon the order of 
the Postmaster-General, for necessary 

to mail-agents at foreign ports 
postal-agents in China and Japan 

• to the postmaster at New York City 
to postmasters of the first and second classes 
to special agents 
to superintendents of railway postal-service 

of money order business, to be paid out of the proceeds of that 
business 

allowances for, will not be made to postmaster for expenses in pay­
ing over, or in collecting moneys due the Department 

are made out of the surplus revenue of an office for expenses, Sec, 
how 

all orders on which, are made shall have their true date affixed 
and shall have date when filed, indorsed 

to be controlled, subject, Sec, by the Postmaster-General 
Indemnity shall be awarded to contractor for carrying the mail through 

foreign country when contract is revoked 
Indian country, laws defining punishment for depredations committed 

upon the mails to have full force in the 
Informer, one-half of pecnni.iry penalties to go to, and the other half to / 

the United States except, Sec i 
no part of any penalty accrues to prosecutor except where the act so 

provides '. 
Ink and pads for marking, not furnished by the Department 
Instructions: 

received by postmaster are to be filed in the office, and turned over 
to his successor 

Department should be addressed lor, by postmaster when in doubt.. 
postmasters are required to give the same attention to, when printed 

as to official manuscript letters 
should obtain a thorough knowledge of his duties by a careful 

reading of 
ignorance of, cannot be accepted as an excuse for their viola­

tion 
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Interest, in all suits for balance due, Sec, shall be recovered at the rate 
of 6 per cent 

postmasters not authorized to receive, on deposits of public money.. 
Inventories to be kept by the Postmaster-General of all public property in 

charge, except stationery and fuel 
to be made of x>ublic property by postmasters in duplicate on taking 

charge of office 
duplicates, how disposed of 

Judgments. (See Suits.) 
not collectable in full may be compromised with written consent of 

Postmaster-General 
Jurisdiction, act conferring, in relation to offenses, Sec 

in cases of seizures of obscene books, Sec. 
Jury duty, employes in the postal-service shall be exempt from 
Justice, Department of, directions of, to be obeyed in suits under postal laws 

for money due, &c 
statement of judgments, Sec, obtained to be forwarded to, at end of 

term 
returns of proceedings by marshal to be made to 
may direct a suit in chancery when proceedings at law for money due 

are fruitless 
certified copies of papers to be sent to, in suits against delinquent 

postmasters, &c 
Justices of the peace may serve as postmasters unless, Sec , 

authorized to arrest and imprison, Sec, for offenses against the postal 
laws 

Keys.—See Mail-keys. 
of street letter-boxes must be returned by letter-carriers after last 

daily delivery : 
Laborers in the Post-Office Department, how appointed, 

their salaries 
in the Auditor's office, how appointed 

their salaries 
Land-grants, railway companies having, to carry the mail at what prices ... 
Letter-balances, by whom supplied 

what offices are supplied with. 
what offices are not 

Letter-boxes in post-offices, any postmaster may put up 
these are his private property, but the revenues must be 

paid to the Department 
Department neither owns, erects, nor repairs, except, Sec 

may be rented quarterly or yearly in advance 
shall not be assigned until rent has been paid for one quarter.. 
lock-boxes may be provided by box-holders at their own expense. 

which shall become the property of the United States, 
and pay rental 

so long as persons owning boxes permit them to remain, 
rent must be collected for those that are used 

list of all box-holders must be kept, with the number of the 
box assigned to each, &c 

list to be examined by special agents, and to be delivered 
by postmaster to his successor 

receipt from late postmaster for box-rent paid entitles holder to 
box for time specified 

each box or drawer restricted to the use of one family, firm, or 
company 

person renting may have letters of his family, firm, or company 
included 

also letters to friends stopping temporarily with him, if 
directed, &c 

but letters to other persons in same place not to be in­
cluded 

should be provided at offices, or private residences, in cities where 
letter-carriers are employed, to save delay in delivery 

rents of, must be paid at least one quarter in advance 
must be paid on boxes put up by private parties for their 

own use '. ." 
shall be accounted for as part of the postal revenue 

any part thereof not collected, postmasters shall be 
held accountable for as if collected 

must be stated in quarterly returns. 
record of receipts for, to be kept 
amount received for, to be-verified by oath when required, 

false swearing therein to be perjury 
salary of postmaster may be re-adjusted in case of extra­

ordinary increase or decrease in 
in adjusting salary the whole amount of, reported in sworn 

statement is allowed as part of salary 
if postmaster fails to make report or, Sec, he is charged 

with the full amount of 
retiring postmaster must leave with his successor a record 

of receipts given for 

Page. Sec. 
113 Sec. 308 
136 
10 Sec. 10 

115 Sec 315 
137 Sec. 5 
119 Sec 11 

114 Sec. 309 
114 Sec. 309 
114 Sec 309 

114 Sec 310 
114 Sec. 311 

6 Sec. 3 
7 Sec 4 

122 Sec 26 
122 Sec 27 
21 Sec. 214 

23 Sec 44 
23 Sec. 44 

29 Sec. 154 

32 Sec 43 
32 Sec. 43 
16 Sec 71 
28 Sec. 73 
26 Sec 73 
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153 Sec. 25 
153 Sec. 26 

279 Sec. 673 

245 Sec. 211 
151 Sec. 18 

279 Sec. 673 

191 See. 241 

162 Sec. 73 
162 Sec 167 
162 Sec. 165 
185 Sec. 196 
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186 Sec 205 

186 Sec. 206 
186 Sec. 206 
185 Sec. 199 
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186 Sec. 202 
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Letter-boxes—Continued. 
in the absence of this record, parties claiming must 

produce evidence of payment 
allowance may be made to postmasters for decrease in, 

caused by free delivery of letters 
street, may be established in places where letter-carriers are employed, 

and also, &c 
must be kept in repair, and firmly fastened to the post 
list of their number and location's must be kept in the office 
expenses of, &c, to be kept and reported in separate.account... 
malicious injuries to, to be reported by letter-carriers 
arrangements to be made for the arrest of all persons found 

tampering with 
and of all persons in carriers' uniform collecting from, at unu­

sual hours 
penalty for willfully injuring 

for willfully, &c, injuring mail matter in, Sec, or for aid­
ing therein 

Letter-carriers, shall be employed for the free delivery of mail matter at 
every place containing a population of twenty thousand 

are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General 
upon the recommendation of the postmaster where they are to 

be employed 
applications for must be made to the First Assistant Postmaster-

General : 
must state the name in full, age, occupation, &c, and qualifi­

cations 
must be over twenty-one years of age, and under forty-five; must 

be, Sec v.....' their salary 
in San Francisco , 

shall not receive any fees or perquisites 
must take oath of office before entering on duty 
shall give bonds* with sureties 
routes of, to be deemed post-roads 
uniform dress to be worn by, may be prescribed by Postmaster-Gen­

eral '. 
uniforms must be furnished at their own expense 
must be worn while on their rounds 
arrangements to be made for the arrest of persons, not author­

ized, Sec, wearing 
penal y for wearing, when not authorized 

penalty for assaulting, when in uniform 
cities must be districted to secure the most advantageous employ­

ment of, &c 
must be employed, how 
must be started on their first daily trip as early as practicable , 
how mail matter is to be delivered by 

must receive all prepaid letters, but are forbidden to wait for 
them 

must collect excess of postage charged 
are forbidden to deliver mail matter with uncanceled stamps 

attached 
or to deliver matter which has not passed through the 

office, &c 
or to exhibit any mail matter intrusted to them, except, 

&c ' , 
or to deviate from their respective routes 
or to carry letters in their pockets 
or to engage in any business not connected with this 

service 
when letter cannot be delivered, what to be done 
letters to persons, Sec, not box-holders, whose residence can be 

ascertained, must be delivered accordingly 
no extra postage shall be charged on matter collected or delivered by 
shall not be required to distribute weekly newspapers within the 

county where published, unless postage is paid 
windows of carriers' department to be opened for delivery, when 
the delivery and collection of mail matter must be tested at intervals 
the number of daily trips must not be reduced without the authority 

of the Department 
citizens supplied by carriers should be induced to provide letter­

boxes 
must not be permitted to sell postage-stamps, Sec, except in limited 

quantities 
must return their satchels, keys, and undelivered mail matter to the 

office after the last daily delivery • 
must be held strictly accountable for the keys to the letter-boxes 
are forbidden to return letters deposited in the street letter-boxes to 

any person whatever 
blank-books furnished for this service to be correctly kept 
are to bo informed of the character of their duties 
when disobeying orders, to be reprimanded or reported, Sec 
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Page. Sec. 

60 Sec. 95 

61 Sec. 101 

Letter-carriers—Continued. 
must give receipts for all registered letters, except, Sec, and take 

receipts for the same when delivered 
caution in delivery to be exercised 

will collect mail matter deposited in receiving-boxes 
will report to the postmaster any case of malicious injury to street 

letter-boxes, or of malicious assault, Sec 
vacancies may be filled temporarily by postmasters, when 
additional, must not be employed until postmasters are notified, Sec.. 
substitutes, and their salary 
leave of absence to, when granted, and by whom 
will forfeit their pay when absent without leave, or will be reported, 

Sec 
expenses of, Sec, to be kept and reported in separate accounts 
letters relating to this branch of the service must be addressed to 

the First A ssistant Postmaster-General 
Letter-envelopes.—See Stamped Envelopes. 
Letter-mail, may be separated from the other mail, when 

contract for carrying, by horse express, may be made, when... 
separate carriage of, may be provided for, when, &c 

Letters, drop, or local, are not to be advertised as dead letters , 
postage on, delivered through the carriers 

delivered where free-delivery system is not established. 
may be forwarded, charged with' deficient postage, in large 

cities, when inadvertently prepaid at drop-letter rates only.. 
foreign, when received, and believed to contain articles subject to 

duty, customs officers to be notified 
letters and packages must be retained for examination 156 Sec. 
packages, when seized, &c, to be opened by officers in presence 

of postmaster and of parties addressed 157 Sec. 
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21 Sec. 212 
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191 Sec 248. 
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192 Sec. 252 
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189 Sec. 219 
187 Sec. 213 
189 Sec. 221 
189 Sec 222 
192 Sec. 250 
192 Sec 253 

228 Sec. 421 

176 Sec 136 
156 Sec 52 

but letters can only be opened by parties addressed 
rates of postage on 
consuls authorized to pay foreign postage on, for the United 

States, detained in foreign ports 
amount to be collected on the delivery of 

to or from the United States by foreign vessels, to be subject 
to postage, if, &c . -

fraudulent, penalty for misusing the post-office by opening corre­
spondence with intent to defraud, and placing, Sec., in post-office 

proceedings for trial, conviction, &c, of the last-named offense, 
penalty for knowingly depositing in a post-office, concerning 

lotteries, Sec, to be sent by mail 
lost should be promptly reported, and to whom 

all the circumstances should be stated 
official, all, of wrhatever nature, shall be chargeable with the same 

rates of postage as those of other parties 
of the Post-Office Department shall be registered free of charge 

if required 
from any Department are not be advertised 

if unclaimed, must be returned to the Department in 
which they originated 

must never be sent to the dead-letter office 
registered, must never be sent except in registered-package envelopes 

if package too large, &c, how to be wrapped 
not to be tied or wrapped with other letters 
how to be numbered 
how to be receipted for 

subsequent receipts during transmission 
number to be recorded during transmission 
at separating offices, postmasters to make note of registered 

matter 
receipts not to be given for, without careful examination 

route-agents, &c, how to obtain receipts for < 
must be carried by route-agents, Sec, in leather pouch separate. 
must be kept by postmasters secure and separate 
pouch containing, by whom to be opened, and how : 
how to be delivered by postmasters 

by carriers. 
to be handed to letter-carriers, and receipt taken 

when delivered by carrier receipt to be taken 
any unpaid postage on, to be collected 
may be forwarded on written request 

without additional fee or postage 
"request," to be returned to postmaster, if bearing writer's 

name -
if not, to be sent to dead-letter office 
" returned," to be delivered to writer, &c 

when not received by postmaster, return bill to be indorsed and 
sent back, and facts reported, &c, &e 

envelopes of, to be kept for twelve months. 
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58 Sec. 277 
109 Sec. 301 
109 Sec 301 
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75 Sec 128 

157 Sec. 52 
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-Letters—Continued. 
responsibility of postmasters in regard to 
certain, containing fractional currency, to be registered with­

out fee 
when addressed to persons engaged in gift enterprises, Sec, to 

be marked " fraudulent," and returned to senders 
but postmaster not authorized to open any letter not ad­

dressed to himself 
official letters of the Department shall be registered free of 

charge 
letters shall be registered only on the application of the party 

posting the same 
the fee therefor shall not exceed 20 cents in addition to 

postage, and is to be prepaid 
receipts shall be taken upon the delivery of, showing, Sec, to 

be returned to the sender 
to be prima-facie evidence of delivery 

LAW. 

Page. Sec. 

foreign countries to which letters can be registered . 
no " Teturn registered-letter receipt" used..' 
instructions 
may be registered on prepayment of the usual rate of 

postage and fee stated in table of rates, &c 
but cannot be registered, &c, where no fee is stated 
should be treated by postmasters in all respects as do­

mestic registered 
no return receipt to accompany, unless, &c 
the route by which, Sec, should be plainly marked on the 

face ..." 
are returned unopened from dead-letter office to coun­

tries, &c 
"request," a request to return letter to writer may be printed upon 

stamped envelopes 
letters if prepaid, not called for, &c, bearing special request 

for their return, must be promptly returned at expiration of 
time specified 

if time not specified, at expiration of thirty days 
if prepaid, and bearing name and address of writer, also to be 

returned 
but not unless full postage due was prepaid 

not to be advertised 
dates of receiving and of remailing to be stamped thereon 

and, &c 
if, after their return, .not delivered within one month,-to be 

sent to dead-letter office 
statement of whole number returned each quarter to be sent 

by special letter to Third Assistant Postmaster-General 
scurrilous, bearing scurrilous epithets or prints upon envelopes ex­

cluded from the mails 
must be forwarded to the dead-letter office 

ship, what the terms " ship-letters" and "packets " embrace 
masters of steamboats under contract, &c, to deliver all, re­

ceived by them, or by any person employed on their boats 
masters of other steamboats to deliver all, brought by them, 

destined, &c, to postmasters, &c, to be charged with postage. 
except letters relating to cargo 
shall receive 2 cents for each letter delivered, unless, Sec. 
penalty for neglecting to deliver 

masters of vessels from foreign ports to deliver into the post-
office all, brought, &c, addressed to any person in the United 
States, except 

penalty for neglecting, &o 
rates of postage not to be increased on letters, &c, carried in a 

private vessels from one port in the United States to another, 
though a part of the voyage be over a post-road 

but if the whole of the water be a post-road, inland 
postage *will be charged 

postmasters to see this law enforced , 
postmasters to obtain from the master of the ship certificate of 

number of letters, with name of ship, Sec, and to pay said 
master two cents upon each letter 

if delivered into the post-office by a passenger or sailor 
nothing to be paid 

but to be charged with ship-letter postage and the 
number entered, &c 

when received from masters, &c, of steamboats on waters de­
clared post-roads, to be charged as if conveyed in the mail 
overland 

when brought by steamboat, should be marked " steamboat"... 
should go into the hands of a route-agent when placed on a 

mail-steamboat where route-agent is in charge of mails 
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Letters—Continued. 
master of vessel not entitled to compensation on such 

letters 
none but prepaid letters should be received on such 

steamboat 
what to be done with unpaid letters 

letters can be conveyed outside of the mail on steamboats, Sec, } 
when covered by stamped envelopes J 

such letters need not be delivered to postmaster on the 
arrival of the vessel 

account of steamboat letters received to be kept, and how 
no fees allowed to any vessel, or person on board, which carries 

the mail 
letters by vessels not regularly employed shall pay double ? 

postage > 
payment for carrying the mail to vessels not regularly employed. 

but letters must be promptly delivered to entitle the car­
rier to payment 

with what postage chargeable 
if addressed to any port in a foreign country, no fee to be al­

lowed thereon to the carrier 
• such letters should be marked "ship " ».-, 
soldiers and sailors' unpaid, may be sent by mail 

if written by commissioned officers they cannot be certi­
fied as soldiers' or naval letters 

must be marked, over the address, ".soldiers' letter," or 
"naval letter," and how certified........ 

postage on, must be marked and collected on delivery 
if duly certified, must be forwarded, charged with amounts due 

at prepaid rates only: 
if not duly certified, to be mailed, but rated with postage to be 

collected on delivery 
unpaid, domestic, &c, except, Sec, wholly unpaid or paid less than one 

full rate, shall be sent to the dead-letter office 
but in large cities, certain, paid at drop-letter rates, may be for­

warded, charged with the deficient postage 
dead, defined 

are divided into six classes 
unclaimed, those not called for 

must be returned to dead-letter office when 
should there be none to send, fact must be stated 

ge. Sec. 

52 Sec. 239 -

53 Sec 166< 
54 Sec. 224* 

53 Sec. 166 

66 Sec. 155 

82 Sec 195 
82 Sec. 195 

how to be stamped , 
if the seal be broken the fact must be noted 
in making a return, each class must be put into separate each return must be accompanied by a bill 

and by duplicate of the advertised lists 
duplicate lists to be preserved 
aggregate bill at the end of each quarter to be made 

from duplicates retained 
to be verified by affidavit 

when number exceeds one hundred, to be put into 
two packages, with bill, how folded 

if too great to be enveloped, to be placed in a locked 
pouch 

if originating in any of the Departments, not to be sent 
to dead-letter office but returned to Department 

if registered, to be returned; but if, &c, to be sent to De­
partment ' 

never to be sent with ordinary letters 
when containing money are forwarded to a postmaster; 

efforts to discover owners must be made 
secrecy as to contents must be maintained 

penalty for violation of this rule 
when they cannot be delivered after thirty days, to 

be returned to dead-letter office, registered 
if not registered and lost, postmaster respon­

sible 
must never be forwarded to another office 
money unclaimed from, to be deposited as part of 

the postal revenues 
return letters, without any inclosure, may be for­

warded '. : 
when containing valuables, shall be registered in dead-

letter office 
contents, how disposed of 

if containing articles of value, other than money, are not 
to be registered when returned to Department unless 

so received 
no record is kept of letters not containing articles of value. 
return letters must be stamped with date of receipt and 

reason for non-delivery 

81 Sec 42 

82 Sec. 196 
83 Sec 196 

Page. Sec. 
183 Sec. 187 
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177 Sec. 151 
183 Sec. 188 
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183 Sec. 189 
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181 Sec 175 
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229 Sec 431 
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Letters—Continued. 
newspapers, periodicals, &c, are not to be returned to 

dead-letter office 
how to be disposed of 

books, pamphlets, and foreign printed matter must be 
sent to dead-letter office-. — 

when any newspaper or magazine has been refused by 
subscriber, or, Sec, statement of facts to be sent to pub­
lisher — 

obscene books, or, &c, must be sent to Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General 

applications for, to Third Assistant Postmaster-General must 
state what 

shall be returned to dead-letter office, and from thence to writer, 
when : -

if prepaid, not called for, Sec, to be returned to writer if ad­
dress is indorsed 

local letters in large cities, &c, insufficiently paid, may be for­
warded 

detained for violation of law, how disposed of 
foreign, are returned unopened to the countries, Sec 

snail be subject to conventional stipulations 
unmailable with illegible address, obscure, or weighing over 

four pounds 
to be returned, once each wee*k, separate from regular 

dead-letters, by what offices 
from New York City, and offices of the first class, 

daily 
held for postage, with one full rate not paid, or bearing stamps 

before used, or cut from stamped envelopes 
to be returned once each week, by wrhat offices 

from New York City, and offices of the first class, 
daily 

refused 
not to be advertised 
statement of facts to be sent to publisher of newspaper, 

Sec, when 
hotel, those returned to post-office from hotel 

not to be advertised 
to be returned once each week, from what offices 

from New York City, and offices of the first class, 
daily 

unclaimed, bearing hotel cards, how to be disposed of... 
should not be retained by proprietors over thirty days.. 

fictitious,those bearing fictitious names, or addressed to initials 
not to bo advertised 
must be sent to dead-letter office, from what offices 

unless directed to certain place, or to care, Sec 
advertising of non-delivered, written list of, to be posted in some 

public place 
or publication made of list 

weekly, at New York City, and at offices of the first, 
second, third, and fourth classes 

and monthly, at offices of the fifth class 
to be in newspapers, if, Sec, without charge 

when specially authorized, to be made in newspapers having 
the largest circulation 

not oftener than once a week 
list must designate those remaining at branch offices 
compensation shall not exceed one cent for each letter 

will not bo allowed without special instructions 
amount to bo added to postage 

if gratuitous, or by posting, no charge to be made 
printers' receipt must state the »umber of letters and 

amount paid 
amount paid must be charged how 

case of competing newspapers, how decided , 
decision shall remain one year 

when advertised, how to be stamped 

LAW. 

Page. Sec. 

82 Sec. 194 
83 Sec. 198 
82 Sec. 195 
83 Sec 302 
83 Sec 197 

list of, shall be posted in post-office immediately after its publi­
cation 

shall bo charged, when published, with one cent in addition... 
addressed to persons foreign-born, in what newspapers 
what letters not to be advertised 
letters held for special delivery to be advertised when 
marks and memoranda to be examined before 
offices that advertise weekly, will make return of dead-letters 

weekly, four weeks after advertisement 
that advertise monthly, monthly 
should there be no letters to send, the fact to be stated .. 

carrying of, out of the mail, unlawful 
penalty upon each person acting, aiding, or assisting therein... 
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Letters—Continued. 
mail-carriers, contractors, or stage-drivers cannot lawfully 

carry any, out of the mail, unless prepaid by stamped en­
velopes, &c 

penalty upon persons concerned in carrying the mail for 
receiving or carrying, contrary to law 

all vehicles, or vessels performing regular trips on a post-route, 
&.c, are prohibited from, otherwise than in the mail, ex­
cept, Sec 

penalty upon owners of certain vehicles for carrying, 
otherwise than in the mail 

penalty upon owners of vehicles, &c, for knowingly con­
veying any person acting as a private express for the 
conveyance of 

private expresses shall not be established for the conveyance 
of, over any post-route 

penalty upon persons transmitting,&c, by private express. 
if prepaid by stamps, cannot lawfully be carried out of the 

mails N if inclosed in stamped envelopes, may be sent otherwise than 
by mail, provided, Sec f this section may be suspended *. 

packets may be conveyed by private hands without compensa­
tion, or by special messenger employed for the occasion 

vessels arriving, &c, not to make entry until all, on board are 
delivered at the nearest post-office 

penalty for so doing 
sworn declaration of master required 

penalty for carrying, on any vessel that carries the mail, ex­
cept in the mail 

are permitted to be carried by steamboats, railroads, express 
companies, &c, outside of the mail, when covered by stamped 
envelopes 

relating solely to cargo, &c, not required to be so in­
closed 

vessels leaving the United States for a foreign port, not to re­
ceive certain, on board 

penalty for refusing, &c, to convoy certain, by foreign 
packets, Sec 

packets, newspapers, (unless in use,) printed.circulars, not to 
be carried by any person on any foreign mail-packet, except 
in stamped envelopes, &c 

delivery and return of 
delivery should be to the person addressed or bis order 

the order is in some cases implied, as where, Sec 
if addressed to a firm, may be delivered to any member of the 

firm *. 
if addressed to fictitious persons, or to initials, to be sent at 

the end of each month to the dead-letter office 1 
unless directed to certain place, or to care, Sec 

if appearing to be of value a written order for delivery should 
be required 

if there be two or more persons of the same name, delivery 
how to be made -

if addressed to one office, not deliverable from another office, 
except, Sec 

if from the Pension-Office, to whom not to be delivered.., 
if addressed to any officer of a public corporation, to whom de­

liverable — 
to minor children residing with their parents 
to a party deceased 
to a firm whose business is in the hands of assignees 
to a firm, bank, or company, which has ceased to exist... 
to a firm or company dissolved, when contention arises .. 

where there is no indication of the business being 
closed 

what terminates the connection of the post-office with a letter 
a letter put into the office for transmission must not be re­

turned except to the writer 
what precautions to be adopted 

a letter having passed from the mailing-office, the delivery of it 
cannot be prevented by the writer '. 

letters directed to box numbers must be delivered through the 
boxes 

not to be sent to 6ranch offices for delivery contrary to re­
quest 

by letter-carriers, are to bo delivered without fee 
not to be delivered with uncanceled stamps attached 

unless they have passed through post-office 
wrhen they cannot be delivered, what to be done 
if addressed to persons. &c, not box-holders, whose resi­

dence can be ascertained, must be delivered accord­
ingly -

Sec. 
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50 Sec. 229 
50 Sec. 228 
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22 Sec. 239 
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213 Sec. 348 
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179 Sec. 156 
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179 Sec. 159 
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Letters—Continued. • 
mailing of, if brought to post-office half an hour before depart­

ure of mails, shall be forwarded 
but at offices where, Sec, not exceeding one hour 
penalty upon postmasters for unlawfully detaining, with 

intent, Sec 
upon employes, for same offense 

suggestions to the public in regard to. 
to mail all, as early as practicable, and, if in large num­

bers, to tie in bundles with addresses in one direction, 
to make the address complete by giving the name of the 

post-office, county, and State; and if to a city, the street 
and number 

to see that every package is securely folded and fastened. 
never to send money except by* means of a money-order 

or in a registered letter 
to provide, in cities where letter-carriers are employed, 

letter-boxes for, at offices or private residences 
when complaint is made of letters lost, &c, to furnish all I 

the facts as precisely as possible 
a postmaster has no control over charges made on, from 

abroad 
postage-stamps should be placed on the upper right-hand 

corner of t 
opening of, the privity of correspondence and the sanctity of the 

seal to be protected'. ' 
no person authorized to open a letter not addressed to himself, 

penalty upon any person for opening letter's containing 
any article of value, not addressed, Sec 

for opening any mail, or package of newspapers, 
not addressed, Sec 

if opened by one when intended for another, of two or more 
persons of the same name, to be resealed and indorsed, 
"Opened by me through mistake" 

in no case may a postmaster open a letter, Sec, not addressed 
to himself 

penalty upon employes for 
if the seal of any letter be broken by accident, or by having 

been delivered to the wrong person, the fact must be noted, 
and the letter resealed, &c . 

when dead-letters containing money are inclosed to postmaster 
open, &c, contents must be kept secret 

violation of this rule will subject offender to dismissal... 
when seized by customs officer, can only be opened by the par­

ties addressed 
letters detained for violation of law, how disposed of 
foreign letters are returned unopened to the countries, &c 

secreting of, penalty upon employes for, or destroying, &c 
for, or destroying letters,' &c, in their possession to be car­

ried by mail, Sec, containing any article of value 
the depositing of any letter in any office, Sec, to be evidence 

that it was intended to be conveyed by mail 
seizure of, Sec, conveyed contrary to law authorized 

letters or packages received from a foreign country, and be­
lieved to contain articles subject to duty, to be seized by 
customs officer and retained for examination 

packages seized may be opened by offieer 
but letters can only be opened by the parties addressed.. 

postmaster receiving information, &c, will give notice, &c, to. 
the collector or, &c 

collector or, Sec, to search for, and seize, &c 
one-half of penalties recovered to be paid to officer seizing 
if no officer authorized to seize, Sec, resides in the vicinity, the 

appointment of a special agent to be applied for 
special agents when instructed, and collectors, shall search 

vessels for 
may seize all, and bags, packets, Sec, carried contrary to 

law on any vessel, or post-route 
packages to be forfeited •. 
proceedings to enforce forfeiture 

laws for the protection of customs officers making seizure, 
shall apply to officers acting under postal laws 

letters, &c, seized for violation of law, how disposed of 
transmission of, by private hands without compensation, or by 

special messenger, not prohibited 
Stealing of, penalty upon employes for taking any article of value 

out of letters 
upon persons, not employes, for stealing any letter from 

the mail 
for opening such letter, &c, containing any article 

of value 
for obtaining by fraud such letter, &c 
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Letters—Continued. 
for taking any, Sec, not containing, Sec, from post-

office, Sec, with intent, Sec 
addressed to the Department should bear the name of 

post-office, county, and State, written at tbe head, 
without abbreviation 

should be addressed to the proper Bureau and 
Division 

blanks and supplies furnished by different Bu­
reaus should not be included in tbe same 
order 

should not be inclosed with quarterly returns. 
Lights, cost of, may be allowed to postmasters of first and second classes, 

and at New York City 
Limitation of liability, sureties of postmaster may terminate their respon­

sibility, if vacancy is not supplied, in sixty days, by giving notice 
desiring to be released shall notify Postmaster-General 
shall be released if suit be not instituted within three years 

after the close#of postmaster's account 
liability of, shall cease when office is placed in charge of special 

agents 
Liquids, packages containing, are excluded from the mails 
Biquors, use of intoxicating, prohibited in railway post-offices 

and in route-agencies .« 
Local agents are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General 

must take the official oath i ' 
form of oath r shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail 
penalty for so doing 

are paid in the same manner as mail-messengers 
Local letters.—See Drop letters. 
Local mail matter, proceeds from postage on, to be shown in comparison 

with expenses of letter-carriers, Sec 

Page. Sec. 
6 Sec. 147 

18 Sec 87 
11 Sec. 28 
15 Sec 66 

111 Sec. 67 
11 Sec. 28 
63 Sec 1.33 

23 Sec 15 
23 Sec. 15 

119 Sec 12 
119 Sec. 12 

Loek-boxes.—See Letter-booses. 
Locks.-—See Mail-locks. 
Lotteries, fraudulent, Postmaster-General may forbid the payment of 

postal money-orders to persons, Sec, engaged in, and return the amount 
of such orders to remitters 

may direct that registered letters addressed to such persons, &c, 
be marked " fraudulent," and returned to senders 

but no person authorized to open a letter not addressed to himself 
letters, &c, detained for violation of law, how disposed of 
circulars for, not to be carried by mail, or deposited in office 

must be withdrawn from the mails 
penalty for knowingly depositing, to be sent by mail 

postmaster shall not act as agent for, &c 
penalty for so doing 

penalty for misusing the post-office establishment by opening corre­
spondence, Sec, with intent to defraud, and placing letters in post-
office 

Magazines.—See Newspapers. 
regular subscribers to, defined 
publishers of, to be notified when, not called for 

Mailable matter, divided into three classes 
first, letters 
second, regular printed matter 
third, miscellaneous matter 

certain articles excluded from the mails: to wit, liquids, poisons, 
glass, Sec 

schemes for obtaining money under false pretenses 
obscene books, &c, scurrilous postal cards 
circulars for illegal lotteries, gift enterprises, &e 

penalty for depositing in office 
detained in violation of law, how disposed of 

packages of over four pounds in weight, except, books printed 
by Congress, not to be received for conveyance by mail 

of the first class, embraces correspondence, wholly or partly in writ­
ing, except book-manuscripts or corrected proof-sheets passing be­
tween author and publisher 

not to be delivered until postage due thereon has been paid 
weight of packages of first-class matter limited to four pounds, 

of the second class, embraces all matter exclusively in print, and regu­
larly issued at stated periods from a known office of publication, 
without addition by writing, mark, or sign •. 

, publications, issuedwithout disclosing the office of publication, 
must not be forwarded unless prepaid 

newspapers shall not be received unless sufficiently dried and 
properly wrapped 

manner of wrapping and securing printed matter, so that it 
may be examined, may be prescribed 

if not so wrapped, to be subject to letter-postage 
wrappers may be removed by postmasters for the pur­

pose of ascertaining, Sec, when '. 

19 Sec. 101 

90 Sec. 300 
90 Sec. 300 
90 Sec. 300 
91 Sec. 302 
61 Sec. 149 
64 Sec. 149 
26 Sec. 79 
27 Sec 79 

90 Sec. 301 

62 Sec 130 
62 Sec 131 
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63 Sec. 133 
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63 Sec. 134 

62 Sec. 131 
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168 Sec. 90 
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Mailable matter—Continued. 
in packages, to be delivered to owners, if postage is paid 

in advance -
publishers of, may write address of regular subscribers 

on their publications, and inclose bills, &c ... * 
remaining in any post-office, how disposed of 
of the second class, containing any writing whatever, 

except the address, will be charged with letter-postage. 
weight of packages of second-class matter limited to 

four pounds 
to inclose or conceal a letter or other thing, except, &c, 

or, &c, in printed matter, subjects it to letter-postage.. 
penalty for so inclosing — , 

of the third class, embraces all pamphlets, occasional publications, 
transient newspapers, magazines, Sec 

wrappers of, to be open thai; contentŝ can be examined 
I may be removed %t office of delivery, for the purpose of 

ascertaining, &c 
inclosed in sealed envelopes cannot be mailed, except at letter-

postage rates 
to inclose or conceal a letter or other thing except, Sec, or, &c, 

in printed matter, subjects it to letter-postage 
penalty for so inclosing 

containing any writing whatever, except the address, will be 
charged with letter-postage • 

penalty for inclosing letter in, not charged with letter-
postage, or writing thereon 

business cards printed on the wrapper, or marks to call atten­
tion to any article in printed matter, does not subject it to 
letter-postage 

postage on, how chargeable 
must be prepaid in full by stamps at the office of mailing, 

package s of clothing to non-commissioned officers or privates in 
the Army, postage on, if prepaid 

weight of packages limited to two pounds 
seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, Sec, not exceeding four pounds in 

weight, may be transmitted by mail 
samples of metals, ores, &c, shall not exceed twelve ounces in 

weight 
weight of packages of certain third-class matter limited to four 

pounds 
of certain other, limit ed to twelve ounces 
of books, limited to four pounds 

except books published by order of Congress 
foreign newspapers, book-packets, samples, or patterns sent in the 

mails to Great Britain. Germany, &c, subject to what regulations.. 
liquids, poisons, glass, explosive materials, obscene books and 
pictures, excluded from the mails 

letters received from foreign countries, if not delivered within 
the time prescribed, must be sent to dead-letter office 

are returned at once, unopened 
unpaid postage on, received, to be collected in coin, or its equiv­

alent -
postage on, in foreign vessels, may be same as such for­

eign power charges on, in American vessels 
this provision, how enforced 

to or from the United States, by foreign vessels, except, Sec, to 
be subject to postage, if, Sec 

to be delivered to, and taken from, the United States 
Post-Office 

penalty for failure 
letter-earriers for free delivery of, in what places to be employed 

collected or delivered by carriers, not chargeable with' extra 
^ postage 

letter-carriers shall give bonds for the custody and delivery of. 
receiving-boxes may be established for the deposit of 

to "be collected therefrom 
penalty for willfully, &c, injuring, in letter-box, Sec, or for 

aiding therein 
for willfully, &c, injuring, &c, any receptacle for de­

posit of..' — 
expresses for the transmission of, out of the mails, forbidden 

penalty upon each person acting, aiding, or assisting 
therein 

mail-carriers, contractors, or stage-drivers cannot lawfully carry 
any letter, Sec, out of the mail, unless prepaid by stamped en­
velopes, &c 

letters and packets, newspapers, (unless in use,) or printed cir­
culars, not to be carried by any person on any foreign mail-
packet, except in stamped envelopes, Sec 

all vehicles, or vessels performing regular trips on a post-route, 
&c, are prohibited from conveying, otherwise than in the 
mail, except, Sec 
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56 Sec 165 
58 Sec. 276 
58 Sec. 276 
58 Sec. 277 
59 Sec 277 
59 Sec 277 

135 Sec. — 
61 Sec. 100 
19 Sec. 97 
19 Sec 95 
19 Sec. 95 
102 Sec. 278 
61 Sec. 96 
50 Sec 228 
50 Sec. 228 

50 Sec. 229 

50 Sec. 231 

Page. Sec. 

173 Sec. 121 

167 Sec. 86 

168 Sec 91 
108 Sec. 91 
166 Sec 81 
166 Sec. 82 

167 Sec. 85 
168 Sec. 91 
168 Sec. 91 

167 Sec. 86 
168 Sec 91 

168 Sec 92 
171 Sec. 108 

172 Sec. Ill 
172 Sec 111 

171 Sec 108 
171 Sec. 109 
172 Sec. 110 
168 See. 90 
312 Sec. 805 
312 Sec. 806 
313 Sec 810 
234 Sec. 462 

211 Sec 339 

211 Sec. 339 

211 Sec. 340 

211 Sec. 341 

212 Sec. 342 

k 

i l l 



378 

INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. LAW. REGULA­
TIONS. 

Mailable matter—Continued. 
letters prepaid by stamps cannot lawfully be carried out of the 

mails 
seizure and detention of letters, Sec, conveyed contrary to law 

authorized 
postmaster receiving information, Sec, will give notice, 

&c, to the collector or, Sec 
collector or, Sec, to search for and seize, &c 
one-half of penalties recovered to be paid to officer seizing, 
if no officer authorized to seize, Sec, resides in the vicin­

ity, the appointment of a special agent to be applied for. 
contractors and mail-carriers may carry newspapers out of the 

mails for sale or distribution 
but if placed in a post-office for delivery, postage must be 

charged .' 
may also carry books, pamphlets, magazines, and newspa­

pers to agents or dealers 
letters or packets may be conveyed by private hands without 

compensation, or by a special messenger employed for the oc­
casion 

special agents may be empowered to search for, unlawfully 
transported •. 

when instructed, shall search all vessels for 
shall seize all letters, Sec 

packages seized to be forfeited 
railway companies carrying the mail shall carry all, Sec, on any 

train, &c 
when amount of, is so great as to retard the progress of the let­

ter-mail, separate carriage for the latter may be provided for. 
or when railroad companies will not contract at maxi­

mum rates 
other matter not to be delayed unnecessarily 

registration of, may be established for the security of valuable 
shall be registered only on the application of the party post- j 

ing, Sec 
fee therefor not to exceed twenty cents in addition to postage.. 
receipts shall be taken on the delivery of any registered, show­

ing, &c, to be returned to the sender 
the Department, or its revenues, shall not be liable for the loss 

of registered 
branch offices may be established for the receipt and delivery of 
not to be delivered until postage is paid 
amount of postage on, to be verified by oath when required 
penalty upon postmasters for detaining, the posting of, which is not 

prohibited by law -
upon employes for same offense 
upon employes, Sec, for willfully, Sec, removing postage-stamps 

affixed to 
for using, Sec, stamp, Sec, once used in payment of postage on.. 

route-agents, &c, to receive and deliver prepaid' 
general principles governing the distribution of 
all laws permitting the transmission by mail of any free, repealed 

Mail-agencies, resident, may be established at Panama, AspinwaM, Havana, 
St. Thomas, Sec ' 

Mail-agents at foreign ports, reasonable compensation may be paid to 
necessary incidental expenses of, to be allowed 
out of what appropriation paid 
in each steamer on routes between San Francisco, Japan, and China; 

between San Francisco and Honolulu; and New York to Rio Ja­
neiro, may be appointed 

their salaries 
Mail-bag labels, when furnished, and by whom 
Mail-bags, the general term includes what 

are required by law to be purchased by contract, after advertisement. 
no allowance will be made for tbose purchased by postmasters 

without special instructions 
every mail-route must always be duly provided with, in good condi­

tion 
postmasters must see to this, and report, Sec • 

applications for, should explain why needed, and specify, Sec 
to whom to be made 
must state fully the reasons therefor 
must be made before the old, become too much worn 
old bags to be sent to nearest depository i 

when damaged must be repaired at end of the route— 
receipt for money so paid to be sent to Auditor 
if too unsound for safety to the end of the route, must be re­

paired immediately...'. , 
madl to be detained until, Sec, if necessary 

repairs of, to be made at offices which are depositories, under special 
instructions - - -
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1-bags—Continued. • 
surplus, not to be repaired at offices which are not depositories 
having defective locks, which cannot be opened, &c, staple to be cut, < 
' where, Sec / 

no other mutilation of, admissible under any circumstances .. < 
contractors must give due attention to the preservation of, and must 

not allow them to be dragged about or injured 
if, with brass locks reach offices where there are no keys to open 

them, how to proceed -
should be passed unopened, &c, with request, &c, if mail-key will 

not open 
the fastening-straps of, must never be cut, spliced, or repaired, but 

replaced, when, Sec - - - -
surplus, not allowed to accumulate at offices not depositories 
the use of, is restricted to the transmission of mailable matter, &c 

any other uses are illegal and forbidden 

\Page. Sec. 

postmasters and agents required to prevent waste or abuse of.. 
iinmpri 

to reclaim them froniTimproper hands 
to report every instance of theft or illegal use of 

list of offices which are depositories 
postmasters at depository offices to make monthly report showing 

what 
must keep all surplus articles apart from those in current use. 
must obtain and transmit receipts for all, distributed 
may withdraw, from stock on deposit to supply their own offices! 

but not other offices, without special instructions, ex­
cept, &c 

must transmit certificates for, when withdrawn, and receipts 
for, when supplied 

penalty for unlawfully detaining, &c 
i'or secreting or'destroying 
for secreting or destroying, not containing any article of value. 
for stealing 
for tearing, cutting, or injuring ' 

I Mail-carriers are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General 
must be at least sixteen years old 
must take the official oath 

form of oath 
cannot lawfully carry, out of the mail, any letter, &c, except in 

stamped envelopes 
may carry newspapers, out of the mail, for sale or distribution among 

regular subscribers 
shall receive and deliver prepaid mail-matter 

no fees shall be allowed therefor 
if intoxicated, to be dismissed by postmaster 
irregularities of, to be reported by postmaster 
penalty for robbing any, of the mail or any part thereof 

on second conviction or wounding the 
for being accessory after the fact to robbing 
for attempting to rob the mail by assaulting 
for knowingly retarding the 

carriers to special offices not on any established route, compensation 
of 

to be paid promptly by postmasters at the end of each quarter.. 
and receipts to bo transmitted to Auditor 
postmasters cannot refuse to pay because of an unset­

tled private account » 
failure to pay will be followed by the femoval of the post­

master uniess, &c 
Mail-catcher pouches are designed for exchanges of mails on railways by 

catchers and cranes 
by whom furnished 

Mail-catchers, by whom supplied 
applications for, must state reasons 

Mail contract or .—See Contractor. h Mail depredations, chief of division of, how unpointed 
his salary 

names of persons employed in detecting, not to be disclosed 
advances may be made to defray the expenses of agents to investigate) 
persons arrested for, should be taken before whom , 
postmasters to give the prosecution all lawful aid 
necessary expenses in prosecuting, will bo re-imbursed, but, &c 
when mail is believed to have been stolen, postmaster to take measures 

for recovering it, and, &c. 
meney, &c. sent by mail is at the risk of the owner, whether regis­

tered or not — 
but in case of loss, the Department will endeavor to discover 

the cause, &c < 
when proceeds of, have been received at the Department they 

will be delivered to owner on proof of ownership 
laws defining punishment for, to extend to Indian country 

29 Sec. 
102 Sec 
29 See. 

106 Sec. 
106 See, 

23 Sec. 
23 Sec. 

63 Sec 143 
65 Sec. 226 
65 Sec. 226 
26 Sec 77 

10.") Sec. 285 
105 Sec. 285 
105 Sec. 286 
106 Sec. 2»7 
106 Sec 241 

21 Sec. 

5 Sec. 
6 Sec. 

10 Sec 
33 Sec. 

Page. Sec. 
267 Sec. 608 
265 Sec. 596 
267 Sec. 609 
265 Sec. 594 
267 Sec. 609 
194 Sec 261 
264 Sec. 594 
265 Sec 595 
267 Sec. 609 
267 Sec. 612 
269 Sec. 617 
269 Sec. 617 
269 Sec. 619 
269 Sec 619 
269 Sec. 619 
268 Sec 615 
268 Sec. 616 
269 Sec. 617 
269 Sec 617 
269 Sec 617 
269 Sec. 617 
269 Sec. 617 

152 Sec. 
151 Sec. 
150 Sec. 
151 Sec. 

211 Sec. 340 
213 Sec. 346 
183 Sec. 190 
206 Sec. 320 
206 Sec. 321 

216 Sec 353 
218 Sec 363 
218 Sec. 363 
217 Sec. 359 
217 Sec. 360 
266 Sec. 602 
269 Sec 621 
269 Sec 621 
269 Sec 622 

106 Sec 289 ! 

271 Sec. 629 
271 Sec 630 
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271 Sec. 632 
•271 Sec. 633 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. LAW. REGULA­
TIONS. 

Mail depredations—Continued. 
penalty upon employes in the service for secreting, or destroying, &c, 

letters, &c, in their possession to be carried by mail, &c, containing 
any article of value 

for taking, Sec, any such article out of such letters 
penalty upon persons, not employes, for stealing the mail, or any let­

ter from the mail 
for opening, &c, such mail, or letter, &c, containing an article 

of value 1 
for obtaining by fraud such mail, letters, Sec 
for being accessory after the fact to any offense against the 

postal laws 
for knowingly receiving. Sec, any article of value stolen from 

the mails or aiding therein 
receiver may be tried before the thief 

for stealing newspapers from any mail or post-office 
for robbing any carrier, &c, of the mail, or any part thereof 

second conviction, or wounding, Sec, the carrier 
for being accessory after the fact to .«.. 
for attempting to rob, by assaulting, &c 

when an arrest is made for robbery prisoner should be put in charge 
of regular law-officers, Sec 

before whom to be taken for examination 
may be taken before nearest justice of the peace 

act giving jurisdiction to , 
sureties required of witnesses when 
special report to be made to chief of division of 

report must show what 
Mail-keys, by whom furnished 

applications for, must always assign reasons, Sec J 
must never be exposed, nor placed where they may be stolen 
must not be allowed to pass into hands of any person not a sworn of­

ficer '. 
penalty for allowing, Sec 

postmaster intrusted with, held to a strict account 
should make lecord of receipt and number 

whenever a mail-key shall be referred to, its number must be specified 
every accident to, must be reported 
must be turned over, by retiring agents, Sec, to successors, and re­

ceipt taken and transmitted 
postmasters to see that this rule is complied with 

when returned to Department, should be inclosed in sealed package 
duly registered 

should be exchanged by route-agents, when exchanging routes 
shall not be exchanged, except to a successor 

nor loaned without special instructions » 
when received from a discontinued office, must be sent to Department 
when turned over by retiring postmaster, receipt must be transmitted 
attempts to repair, shall not be made 
when damaged, must be promptly returned to Department 
when becoming defective, notice'should be given, always stating the 

numbers .' 
when extra are furnished, should be kept safely locked up 
if bags with brass locks reach offices where there are no, to open 

them, how to proceed ! 
irregularity to be reported when 

if so defective as not to open all the locks, the bags should be passed 
unopened, with request, Sec : 

if defect be in lock only, what to be done 
if found in improper hands, must be reclaimed 
postmasters required to see the law enforced in regard to 
to be turned over to successors on resignation, suspension, or removal 

of railway clerks 
of route-agents 

penalty, Sec, for stealing any, to mail-lock in use, or aiding therein... 
for forging, Sue, such 
for having such, in possession with unlawful intent 
for delivering such, to person unauthorized to receive it 

Mail-locks, by whom furnished 
• applications for, must always assign reasons, &c 
attempt to repair, shall not be made 
when damaged, must be promptly returned to Department 
must be used with care and economy 
must never be broken or tampered with 
if baj£8 having brass, reach offices where there are no keys to open 

them, how to proceed . % irregularities to be reported, when 
if defective, so that bag cannot be opened, staple to be cut, provided, 

&c 

\Page. Sec. Page. Sec. 

102 Sec. 279 
103 Sec. 279 
101 Sec. 281 
103 Sec 281 
104 Sec. 281 
104 Sec. 282 
104 Sec. 283 
105 Sec. 283 
105 Sec 284 105 Sec, 
105 Se 
105 Sec. 
106 Sec. 287 

must be reclaimed when found in improper hands, 
the law in relation to, to be enforced *.. 
list of offices which are depositories. „ 
penalty for breaking any, with intent to steal the mail. 

106 Sec. 292 
107 Sec 292 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

ail-locks—Continued. 
for stealing, Sec, any key to, in use on any of the mails, or for 

forging such key, or for having it in possession, with unlaw­
ful intent .' 

for delivering any, to persons unauthorized to receive it 
il-messengers are appointed to carry the mail to and from post-offices 

and railroad-stations, Sec -
appointed when distance is over eighty rods -
not required to execute a contract and not appointed for any definite 

I>eriod 
must take the official oath 
cannot be employed without express authority from Second Assist­

ant Postmaster-General 
must be paid in full before any payment is made to contractor 

or before making deposit 
must be paid promptly, by postmaster, at the close of each quarter .. 

if not paid, the reason why should be stated 
a postmaster cannot refuse to pay because of an unsettled pri­

vate account with 
failure to pay will be followed «by the removal of postmaster, 

unless, Sec 
payments should be made to correspond with the regular quar­

ters -
if proceeds are insufficient, draft to be applied for 

application for draft, how made ..., 
drafts not sent until applied for, 
payments to be charged, in what account 

receipts of, original and duplicate, to be taken, and original to be sent 
by first mail 

must be signed by the regularly appointed, himself, and not by 
an agent '. 

if signed by a mark they must be witnessed 
deductions must be made for lost trips and noted on the receipt, 
the postmaster's name, not the assistant's, should be written in 

the body of the receipt 
altered receipts will not be credited 
blank receipts supplied by the Auditor 
the receipt must never be inclosed with the quarterly returns 

or with other papers; it should be sent in an envelope by 
itself 

the name of the postmaster and the post-office must be written 
plainly 

receipts must not be sent for amounts not actually paid 
railroad companies and steamboat contractors are to have this service 

performed at all offices within a quarter of a mile of their- depots, 
and at the terminal offices of their routes 

postmasters at depositing-offices who pay, will report the amount so 
paid each quarter, and deposit the balance 

1-pouches, locked, must not be made up directly for any other office with 
•eater or less frequency than, are usually received therefrom, without 
«ial instructions 
where.many are sent and received daily, register to be kept, Sec 

Kail-route messengers are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-Gen­
eral 

LAW. 

Page. 

106 Sec. 292 
107 Sec. 292 

must take the official oath 
form of oath 

shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail 
penalty for so doing 

when in doubt as to their duty, should address the Department 
1-sacks, canvas, are designed for printed matter only 

when used for through-letter mails, must be tied, labeled, and in­
closed in pouches, secured with brass locks 

when containing public documents sent from Washington, must be 
emptied and sent back 

arc to be promptly returned, duly labeled, to the place whence they 
were received, whether there be printed matter to send back in 
them or not 

when received from unknown sources, or from officers where not 
needed, must be sent to nearest depository 

when given to publishers to be filled with printed matter, an exact 
account must be kept : 

and pass-books should be used 
sacks should be delivered only on presentation of pass­

book 
Hail service over a route not established by law shall be reported to Con­
gress at its next meeting 

to cease unless said route is established a post-route 
ails shall be earned on all post-roads established by law 

to the court-house of any county without a mail 
transportation of, may be provided for, to and from any post-office... 

on railwavs 
by horse express. 

23 Sec. 
23 Sec. 

119 Sec. 
119 Sec 
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. LAW. REGULA­
TIONS. 

Mails—Continued. 
on navigable canals 
on plank roads 
in steamboats or other vessels between any of the ports of the 

United States. 
to special offices not on any established route 
to and from any foreign country 

shall be in steamships. - -
but may be in sailing-vessels when 

duty of masters of United States vessels bound to foreign ports 
• in respect to •-

of steamboats passing between ports, &c, in the Unitec. 
States 

penalty for knowingly, Sec, obstructing, &c 
upon ferryman for willfully delaying the passage of 
upon persons engaged in carrying, for receiving, Sec, any 

letter contrary to law 
upon any person Who has charge of, for voluntarily quit­

ting, before delivery at post-office, Sec 
must be kept in the post-office when stopping overnight ... 
letters and packages may be carried outside of, when coverec 

by stamped envelopes 
proposals for carrying, to be advertised for before contracts are made 

except, Sec 
penalty for entering into combinations, &c, in regard to con­

tracts for carrying 
for offering inducements to persons not to maKe bids for 

carrying 
upon bidder receiving an award of contract, for wrong­

fully refusing to enter into contract for carrying 
contracts for carrying, to be reported annually to Congress 

through foreign countries, may be made 
between the United States and foreign countries 
with masters, Sec, of vessels not regularly employed 
postmasters or other employes not to be contractors for carry­

ing 
penalty upon employes for being interested in contracts for 
carrying 

failures of, contractors to be notified of, by postmaster, when 
case to be reported to Postmaster General by postmaster 

when 
a specific excuse required for each delinquency 
forfeiture when, trip is not run, and no sufficient excuse 

furnished 
when mail is left for accommodation of passengers 
for failure to deliver mail immediately upon arrival 

fines will be imposed upon contractors, for what delinquencies, 
manner of carrying, postmasters will consider themselves agents of 

the Department, &c, and observe the 
must report every instance where mail is brought by a person 

under sixteen years of age 
or who has not been duly sworn 

will dismiss an intoxicated mail-carrier, having mail in charge, 
employ another at expense hi contractor, and report the 
facts 

will report all irregularities of mail-carriers 
will report whenever the mail arrives without a lock 
will observe how mails are carried by any steamers landing 

near his office 
will report every case in which he finds them exposec. 

on deck 
or not secured under lock and key 

and in all cases will see that all mails are properly protected 
from the weather 

mails stopping overnight where there is a post-office must 
be kept in the office 

arrival and departure of, schedule of time to be furnished post­
masters at end of routes 

to be posted in the office 
postmasters to be notified of any change in 
registers showing the exact times of, to be kept...'. 
blank registers supplied from what office 

how to be made out 
how failures to be noted 

cause of, to be noted 
and whenever the mail is not carried by the contractor 

or his authorized agent 
postmasters, at all offices, to report specially when mails are 

received wet, or in otherwise bad condition 
also extraordinary failures, interruptions, or abandon­

ment of routes 
registers, and special reports, to whom to be forwarded 
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177 Sec. 151 

198 See. 279 
198 Sec. 380; 
198 Sec. 281 
198 Sec. 288j 
199 Sec. 283) 
199 Sec. 283 
199 Sec. 284, 
206 Sec. 318) 
206 Sec. 319 
206 Sec. 318 
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Mails—Continued. 
in no case are they to be sent with quarterly returns 

• . neglect to forward promptly, cause for removal 
receiving and dispatching of 

postmasters will always be in readiness to receive and dis­
patch the mails 

when not received or delivered at any office, postmaster at 
nearest office to report the fact, Sec 

seven minutes only are allowed to change the mail, if, &o 
mail not to bo detained by postmaster beyond the time, &c, 

except in pursuance of special instructions 
mail must be made up and ready to put into the mail-bag when, 

Sec i 
way offices on railroads supplied by exchanging pouches as the 

cars pass. 
postmasters must have the mails ready 

driver, carrying mail in a stage, must deliver it as near the 
door as possible, but must not leave his horses 

must not be permitted to throw mail on the ground 
all packets going wrong to be stopped, and put in the right di­

rection 
in case of failure of mail, packets to be forwarded by the next 

trip 
letters must not be sent in a canvas bag without a lock, unless . 
postmaster will never deliver mail-bag to carrier without being 

certain that it is locked 
letters should be sent by the most expeditious routes unless 

otherwise ordered, Sec. 
packages of letters not to be wrapped in paper, but only 

securely tied with twine, except, Sec 
opening and closing of, seven minutes are allowed for, where, Sec 

but on railroad and steamboat routes, to be no more delay than 
necessary 

{>ackets addressed to an office, and none other, should be opened 
etters received, to be looked over, and rates corrected, if neces­
sary. . if for another delivery, to be marked " missent, and for­

warded," Sec 
should be forwarded by the first mail 

postmasters must not open, within reach of persons not 
authorized, Sec 

>nor in a bar-room 
will not suffer a package, not addressed to his office, to 
«• be opened 
nor any addressed to his office, to be opened by persons 
v not duly authorized 
and in no case may a postmaster open a letter arriving at 

his office not addressed to himself 
will treat letters bearing a frank as other unpaid letters.. 
will enter the amount of unpaid letters as charged in the 

bill 
will see that no packets, addressed to his office, are left 
.in the mail-bag when opening 

if office be at connecting point, will take out packets ad­
dressed to offices supplied by branch mails, and give 
them proper direction 

when this is neglected, the first postmaster who 
discovers it will return the packet and report the 
fact 

at distributing offices, the great mails are to be closed not 
more than one hour before time fixed for departure 

all other mails, not more than half an hour before, 
unless, Sec 

making up of the, failures in, to be reported to Postmaster-General.. 
letters should be carefully marked with the name of the post-

office, Sec ! 
must bear the post-mark and date on which actually sent 

off, though mailed previously 
post-bills are used only for unpaid and registered letters 

are only required when mailing direct for delivery 
contents of, to be entered in account of mails sent 

on routes where there is postal-car service, postmasters will 
mail direct to the cars 

on all other routes, will mail direct to the place addressed 
first, all letters for their own State or Territory 
second, all letters for post-offices in other States and Ter­

ritories unich would not pass a distributing-office 
letters not required to be mailed direct as above, must be mailed 

to the distributing-officw through which they will last pass, 
unless, Sec. 

LAW. 

Page. Sec. 

letters received at a distributing-office, &c, shall be mailed di­
rect, unless, &e...;. . 1 

REGULA­
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INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. REGULA­
TIONS. 

Mails—Continued. 
each package of letters mailed direct must be securely tied, 

with a letter facing out on both sides 
sent to a distributing-office, how to be directed 

letters for distribution, and letters for delivery, should be made 
up in separate packets 

when made up, must be locked in bags and delivered to carrier 
what letters may be received by agent, and mailed in the cars.. 

certain articles to be excluded from 
obscene books, pamphlets, pictures, papers, prints, shall not be 

carried in the 
penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, such books, &c, for 

mailing 
for taking from the, for the purpose of disposing of 
search for, and seizure of, to be made, how, and by whom 

letter, provision may be made for carrying, separately, when 
separate carriage of, may also be contracted for, when 

money, &c, sent by mail, is at the risk of the owner 
but, in case of loss, the Department will endeavor to discover 

the pause, &c 
when taken from the mail by robbery, if it come into the hands 

of an employe, shall be deposited in the Treasury, Sec 
when recovered, will be delivered to owner on proof of ownership 

penalty for robbing any mail-carrier, Sec, of the mail, or any part 
thereof '. 

on second conviction, or wounding, &c, the carrier 
for being accessory after the fact to 
for attempting to rob, by assaulting, &c 
upon persons not employes in the service, for stealing the, or 

any letter from the 
for opening, &c, such, or letter, Sec, containing any article of 

value 
for obtaining by fraud such, letters. Sec 
for knowingly receiving, &c, any article of value stolen from 

the, or aiding therein 
for stealing newspapers from any mail or post-office 
fer injuring, Sec, mail-bag, Sec, or lock, Sec, with intent to 

steal, &c 
for placing upon any vessel or vehicle not used in carrying, the 

words, " United States mail" 
foreign, transportation of, may be contracted for after advertising... 

shall be, in steamships , 
but may be, in sailing-vessels 

pay for transportation 
fines may be imposed upon contractors for, &c 
contracts not to be assigned 

assignments to be null and void 
shall contain stipulation for the right to discontinue 

detained in foreign ports, consuls authorized to pay postage on. 
mail matter to or from the United States by foreign vessels, 

except, &c, to be subject to postage if, Sec 
to be delivered to and taken from the United States post-

office 
penalty for failure -. 

are dispatched for'Europe when and whence 
for the West Indies and South American States 
for Japan, China, and the Sandwich Islands 

of Canada, may be transported over territory of the United States 
from, &c, if reciprocal privilege is granted". 

privilege may be annulled by, Sec 
when so transported, to be deemed United States 

mails 
offices of exchange for or from 

letters, how to be stamped at ^ 
postage on 

newspapers, postage on 
Marines, transmission of unpaid letters of, Sec, may be provided for 
Married women may be appointed postmasters 

bonds executed by them, as such, valid ...: 
liable for misconduct in office, as if sole 

Marshal may seize all letters, Sec, carried contrary to law 
may be directed to seize obscene books carried by mail 

shall make returns to Department of Justice of proceedings on 
execution in suits under postal laws 

Sec. 
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to seize property of defaulting postmasters, &c 
! publication of warrant of attachment shall be made by, in case o: 

absconding debtors 
in what newspaper 
personal notice shall be served by, on persons known to have 

property of defendants 
but want of such notice shall not invalidate the attach­

ment M» 

19 Sec. 155 
24 Sec. 65 
24 Sec. 65 
15 Sec. 65 
52 Sec 236 

137 Sec 5 
114 Sec. 318 
116 Sec. 320 
116 Sec. 309 
117 Sec. 323 
117 Sec. 323 
117 Sec 324 
117 Sec. 324 

Page. Sec 
201 Sec. 20J 
201 Sec. m 
201 Sec. 294 
201 Sec. 295 
201 Sec. M 

271 Sec. 633 
271 Sec. 635 

271 Sec. 634 

306 Sec. 798 
307 Sec. 791 
307 Sec. 800 

302 Sec. 702 
304 Sec 793 

309 
150 Sec. 13 
150 Sec. 13 



385 

INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. LAW. 

Masters of vessels.—See Vessels. 
Messengers in Post-Office Department, how appointed 

their salaries 
in the Auditor's ofice, how appointed 

their salaries 
Metals, samples of, not to exceed twelve ounces in weight, may bo sent by 

mail . shall bo subject to examination 
postage on 

Militia duty, employes in the postal service shall be exempt from 
Mineralogical specimens, not exceeding twelve ounces in weight, may be 

sent by mail -• 
shall bo subject to examination 
postage on 

Minors are incapable of holding the office of postmaster 
or of letter-carrier 

Misdemeanors.—See Penalties. 
Mistake, suits to be brought to recover money paid by 
Misconduct in office, married woman liable for, as if sole 

of employes, suit to be brought for money paid in consequence of 
acting head of money-order offices subject to all penalties for, Sec 

Moieties of penalties shall be for the use of the informer, except, &c 
no part of penalty accrues to the prosecutor, except where the act 

so provides 
of penalties recovered for illegal sending or carrying letters to be 

paid to the officer seizing 
Money, disposition of the, of tho Department to be superintended-by the 

Postmas'er-General 
unelu med, in dead letters for which no owner can bo found, and ac­

cruing from fines and penalties, shall be deposited as part of the 
postal revenue 

also money taken from the mail by robbery and recovered, and de­
rived from the sale of waste-paper, or other property 

may be advanced to agents employed to investigate mail depreda­
tions, examine post-offices, Sec 

suits to be brought to recover, paid by mistake 
stolen from the mail may be delivered to the owner upon satisfactory 

evidence 
belonging to the postal service may be transferred between, Sec 
required for postal service shall be appropriated by law out of postal 

revenues 
payments of, out ot the Treasury on account of postal service shall 

be in pursuance of appropriations, &c, by warrants, &c 
warrants to cover, &c, and to pay out, to be issued by the Postmaster-

General 
is not to be paid directly into the Department,nor paid out directly by it. 
should never be remitted by postmasters to the Department 

when so sent, it will be returned at the risk of the person sending] 
letter-carriers shall give bonds for the payment of, received 
special agents to give bonds whenever required to collect 
postmaster on taking charge of office will not receive from his pre­

decessor any, belonging to Department unless specially instructed 
so to do ....' 

but money-order funds must be paid over at once by his pre­
decessor 

collected by postmasters shall be kept without using, &c, until, &c... 
accruing at cities where there is an assistant treasurer shall be de­

posited weekly, and as much oftener, &c 
account of, received to be rendered under oath 

false swearing therein to be perjury 
penalty for willfully neglecting to deposit any, which is part of 

postal revenues 
may be deposited by postmasters at their own risk in any na­

tional bank in the county where there are no designated de­
positories 

but interest on deposits not to bo demanded or received., 
name of bank and amount on deposit to be reported quar­

terly 
received from the sale of money-orders, Sec, to be deemed money-

order funds 
misusing of, to be embezzlement 

penalty for misusing 
all, in hands of postmasters at collection offices, except, &c, to bo 

paid over to contractor upon production of proper orders 
payments to the Department to be in what kind 
no allowance will be made for expenses in paying over, due the De­

partment 
postmasters receiving counterfeit, will be required to replace the 

same with genuine funds , 
are not required to accept, so mutilated as to be uncurrent 

all funds received by postmasters must be kept in current, anc. 
passable 
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34 Sec. 102 
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37 Sec. 120 
37 Sec 119 

39 Sec. 42 

Money—Continued. Page. 
when dead letters containing, are forwarded to postmasters, efforts 

must be made to discover the owners 
such letters must never be forwarded to-another office 

record to be kept of all payments of postages in 
for greater security in the transfer of, through the mail, a money-

order system may be established 
arrangements may be made for the exchange of small sums of, by 

postal-orders 
expenses thereof, how to be paid 

should not be sent through the mail, except by a money-order or in a 
registered letter 

when sent by mail is at the risk of the owner, whether registered 
or not 

Money-order accounts must be kept separate from postage accounts 
must show the number, and amount of money orders issued at 

each office, &c -. 
to be adjusted daily, and excess to be deposited 
receipts to be sent and credit taken, how 
credit not to be taken for deposits until when 

how "balance on hand" to be entered 
weekly statements to be numbered 

to be made up Saturday evening and forwarded 
to be sent if no business, &c, and marked " no business " 
only the transactions of one week to be entered 

but at the end of the quarter what statement to be made, 
all unpaid advices which have been on hand less than two 

weeks must be enumerated, and how 
form of summary on 
fraid, repaid, and "not issued" orders must accompany returns, 
etters to Department never to be inclosed in 

books will be furnished by Department, and of what kind 
cash-book, how to be written up 

form of 
money-order cash to be kept separate from other cash 

Money-order business to be entered by Auditor under head of "Revenue 
from" 

items relating to, should not be entered on the account-current 
net proceeds of, to be placed to the credit of the Treasurer 
compensation to postmasters for transacting money-order business... 

limit of 
of superintendent of. 
of the necessary number of clerks for, shall be paid out of the 

proceeds of j 39 Sec, 
cost of stationery and incidental expenses to be paid out of the pro­

ceeds of 
not transacted on Sundays 
letters relating to, how to be addressed : 

Money-order funds, money received from sales of money-orders, from fees, 
and'money transferred shall be deemed 

all delinquencies of postmasters in paying over, shall be reported by 
Auditor to Postmaster-General 

postmasters are forbidden, under severe penalties, from converting, 
to their own use 

are prohibited from depositing, in any bank except designated 
postmasters and sureties accountable for 
misusing, Sec, to be embezzlement 

penalty for misusing 
failure to pay over, to be prima-facie evidence of embezzlement. 

to be paid over by retiring postmasters to their successors 
if late postmaster fails to pay over, what proceedings to be had. 

assistant treasurer shall open aii account of, deposited, and of 
drafts, &c 

instructions of Post-Office Department relating to quarterly balances 
do not apply to 

when amount of order exceeds funds in hand, how to proceed 
transfers of funds, how to be made 
may be made from one postmaster to another 
from the postal revenue to 
to creditors of the Department 
from the postal revenues to the postmaster at any money-order 

office 
accounts of all transfers and payments from and to, may be required 

daily 
payments and transfers to be under the direction of the Postmaster-

General , 
postmasters in certain cases will be allowed credit with the post­

master at New York, or, Sec 
how credit to be availed of 
special drafts for such credits, how to be used 

drafts will be sent to meet unpaid advices in special exigencies 
drafts not to be drawn by postmasters in manuscript f must be signed by the postmasters themselves 
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Money-order funds—Continued. • 
collection drafts are not issued upon late postmasters for balance due 

on 
Money-order offices, divided into two classes. N of the first class are depositories, (list in italics) 

of the second class deposit, their surplus funds 
of either class may draw on any other office in the list 

but an order cannot be drawn on an office not in the list. 
new bond to be given by postmasters at 

shall contain an additional condition for faithful performance, 
Sec 

shall be delivered to Auditor on death, &c, of postmaster 
new postmaster on taking charge, to do what 
necessary number of clerks may be employed at 

to be paid out of the proceeds...,. 
postmasters at, may in case of sickness or, Sec, authorize chief-clerk, 

&c, to act in his place, &*c, with the approval, Sec. .^ 
may repay orders issued by themselves, provided, Sec 

but fee not to be refunded 
Money-order system may be established at all suitable post-offices 

its object 
what expected of postmasters 
superintendent of, how appointed 

af his salary 
may act as special agent 
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent 

special agents employed under the, to be paid out of the proceeds, Sec 
Money-orders, their object 

differ1 from bank draft, or check, how 
rules for issuing 
can be issued only on offices named in list of money-order offices 

names of offices must not be abbreviated 
corrections in list to be made by postmaster, when, &c 

should be signed by postmaster, but may be signed by assistant or 
designated clerk 

designated clerk, how appointed 
postmasters responsible for the acts of subordinates 
signatures must be written 

should be made payable to one person, or to one firm only 
can be drawn on any office in printed list furnished by superinten­

dent 
but not on an office not in the list 

may be drawn for any amount not exceeding $50 
when a larger sum is required additional orders must be ob­

tained *. 
but more than three, not to be issued the same day, on the 

same office, to same payee '. 
when an aggregate of $300 is issued in one day upon a second-class 

office, the issuing postmaster to send notice 
not to be delivered until the amount thereof and the proper fee have 

been deposited 
penalty for so delivering 

no moneys to be received in payment, except, &c 
checks not to be received 
must bear the stamp of the office of issue and office of payment 

orders not having stamp will be rejected as vouchers 
not to be valid unless drawn on printed forms furnished 

nor if bearing more than one indorsement 
nor unless presented within a year 

but a new order may be directed to be issued 
fractional parts of a cent must not be introduced 
laws now in force shall apply to all, issued under this act 
in cities where branch-offices are in operation, may be issued by as­

sistant postmasters, or clerks in charge, if authorized 
blank forms of application for, shall be supplied 

how to be filled up 
to be preserved, how long 
forms for money-orders snail be furnished 

not to be valid unless drawn upon such form 
each to be accounted for 
if any blank order be omitted or duplicated, how to pro­

ceed 
blanks to be kept securely 

if form is spoiled in filling, what to be done 
when issued for sums less than one dollar, how to be 

filled up : 
persons applying for, to state particulars 

to be advised with respect to places on which orders are desired. 
to see that they are properly filled up and stamped 

no alterations or erasures permitted 
may be changed if purchaser desires it 

for which a new fee shall be exacted 
record of particulars to be made upon issuing 
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fees for, on orders not exceeding $10, five cents 

over #10 and not exceeding 120, ten cents 
over $20 and not exceeding $30, fifteen ceuts 
over $30 and not exceeding $40, twenty cents 
over $40 and not exceeding $50, twenty-five cents 

to be paid in money.- stamps not receivable> 
to be exacted for new order issued to correct error 
not to be refunded when order is repaid .. 
not required on duplicate orders 
not to be exacted on duplicates of invalid 
account of all, may be required daily 
accounts to be so kept by the Auditor as to show the amount of, 

received 
how to be filled up, and when advices to be sent 
notice of the issuing of, shall be sent to rhe postmaster on whom it is 

drawn , 
penalty for negligence in sending advices 
given names of remitter and payee to be entered in full 

in the advice, and how 
advices to bo checked before being dispatched 
when second or duplicate advice is required, form headed " sec­

ond advice " to be used 
if second advice be received with corrections, what to be done 
not to be paid until letter of advice is received 
if no advice has been received, inquiry to be sent 
proceedings on receipt of advice .' 

if an advice is received by postmaster which is not 
drawn on his office 

when presented for payment, to be examined and compared 
caution to be exercised 
identity of person presenting to be proved, unless, Sec 
if no advice has been received, inquiry to be sent 
if order differs from advice, payment to be refused, unless, Sec. 
delay in payment to be avoided, how 
payment may be deferred, not over five days, to procure funds.. 
penalty upon postmasters having sufficient funds and refusing 

to pay 
not* to be paid by postmaster unless drawn on his office, but, Sec 

until letter of advice is received 
if refused for want of advices, to be included in, &c 

payment of, cannot be demanded on the day of issue 
may be delayed five days, when 
may be withheld on request, &c, for time to furnish proof 

of mistake 
the case and proof must be referred to Department. 

maybe forbidden by Postmaster-General to persons, &c, 
engaged in fraudulent lotteries, gift-enterprises, &c, 
and the amount of such orders returned to remitters ... 

not to be made to second person unless indorsed, &c, or 
power of attorney, Sec 

payee of, may indorse to any other person, who may receive 
the money thereon if 

having more than one indorsement shall not be valid 
payment to ce refused 
the holder to apply for a new order, returning the 

original, Sec 
when presented after one year; how payment is to be obtained.. 

register of advices to be examined, and those more than 
a year old to be underscored and sent to Department as 
invalid 

after paying, Department not liable, provided, &c 
but wall endeavor to recover for owner in case, &c 
date of payment to be stamped upon order, and upon back 

of the advice, and entry made 
if not correctly receipted, or stamped with date of pay­

ment, will be disallowed "... 
when paid by duplicate, to be noted in register of advices, 

shall be repaid upon the application of the person who obtained it if 
less than a year old, and with only one indorsement 

but not the fee 
to whom repayment must be made 
caution to be exercised 
proceedings in regard to advices 

when mistake has been made and new order is requested, 
the word " repaid" and date to be written or stamped on the 

face, and entry made. 
repaid orders, by whom to be signed 
when repaid in duplicate, steps to be taken 
postmaster receiving notice of repayment, to do what 

when lost, duplicates will be issued, and how 
to be issued only by the Department 
under no circumstances to be issued by postmaster 
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Money-orders—C ontinued. 
how application should be made 

certificate to accompany 
can only be drawn on the issuing or paying office 
no fee to be charged for 

original order to be canceled if presented after duplicate has 
been applied for 

what entry to be made in register of advices after signing certifi­
cate 

postmaster to send notice to payee 
identity of payee or indorsee to be ascertained 
if bothorder and advice are lost, second advice to be forwarded 
if original order is found before, Sec, special permission to pay 

it will be given 
deposits, how to be made 

postmasterswill be held accountable forfailuretoremitordepositl 
" reserve" allowed to be withheld, and amount of 

must not withhold more money than will suffice to pay 
orders of which they may have advices on hand less 
than two weeks 

this instruction explained 
negligence in transmitting weekly returns, forwarding advices, re­

mitting or depositing funds, &c. to be guarded against 
to be reported to the Department 

unexpected difficulties to bo communicated to the Department....... 
facts showing necessity of a modification of present rules to bo com-

niunicated to the Department 
expenses not authorized to be incurred by postmasters without special 

permission, except, &c 
credit for those authorized, how to be taken 
books, envelopes, &c, supplied 

registers and cash-books are the property of the Department, and 
must be delivered up when, &c 

circulars and instructions must be kept on file 
late postmasters, duty of 
penalty for forging 

for falsely altering, or passing, with intent to defraud 
Money-orders, foreign: 

arrangements may be made with foreign governments for the ex­
change of small sums of money by 

expenses thereof, how to be paid 
Money-orders to Great Britain and Ireland : 

New York and Loudon the international exchange offices 
certain offices authorized to issue, on New York, and to pay 
not to exceed $50 
not to contain a fractional part of a cent 
cannot be drawn for a determinate sum in gold 
repayment of, how made . 
fees for, on orders not exceeding $10, twenty-five cents 

$20, fifty cents 
$30, seventy-five cents 
$ 10, one doi 1 ar .' 
$50, one dollar and twenty-five cents 
to be paid in United States, or national bank notes 

applications for, how to be filled up 
postmaster at New York on receiving, to do what 

further duties 
I postmaster receiving order issued by postmaster at New York, to 

enter, send notice, &c 
if coupon be not received, Sec, how to proceed 
transfers to be made 

accounts to be kept separate 
statements to be sent every Saturday evening 
compensation to postmasters 
incidental expenses, &c '. 

Money-orders to German;/ and Switzerland -. 
"New York and Cologne tbe international exchange offices 

and New York and Basle 
instructions relating to 
fees for, on orders not exceeding $5, fifteen ceuts 

$10, twenty-five cents 
$20, fifty cents 
$30, seventy-five cents 
$40, one dollar 
$50, one dollar and twenty-five cent s 

procedure differs from that relating to British orders 
how payable 

Mutilated currency, postmasters not required to accept, in payment of, &c 
News-agents may receive packages of newspapers from route-agents 

may mail newspapers to bona-fide subscriber's, provided, &c 
Newspaper-bills and receipts may be inclosed in newspapers without sub­

jecting package to newspaper-postage 
Newspaper-envelopes. See Newspaper-wrappers. 
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Newspapers defined 
, should be securely folded and*fastened 

should be wrapped so that an examination may be made 
if not so wrapped to be subject to letter-postage 

wrappers may be removed at the office of delivery for the pur­
pose of ascertaining, &c, when 

shall not be received unless sufficiently dried and properly wrapped.. 
packages of, to one address with names of subscribers and postage 

paid for a quaiter in advance, shall be delivered 
quarterly postage on, to regular subscribers 

regular subscriber defined 
to be paid before delivery u on transient r postage on small, in packages to one address 

postage on, must be prepaid in money for not less than one quarter.: 
may be paid either at the office of mailing, or of delivery 
must be accounted for in the official quarter in which it is re­

ceived 
when paid at the mailing-office, publisher must prepare receipt 

stating what 
receipts must be transmitted to office of delivery 
transcript of items must accompany quarterly'account.. 

affidavit by publisher of, that he has not sent by mail without pre­
payment, Sec, any, &c., required 

penalty for sending to other than regular subscribers, or re­
fusing to make affidavit 

if marked so as to convey information, entire package subject to 
letter-postage ... 

penalty for so marking 
a simple mark to call attention does not subject package to 

letter-postage 
nor business-card printed upon wrappers 

penalty for inclosing letter, Sec, in matter not charged with letter-
postage, or writing thereon 

publishers of, may write address of regular subscribers on papers, 
and date when subscription expires 

may inclose bills and receipts 
may fold a supplement with their regular issues 

but it must be a genuine supplement 
cannot send specimen numbers without paying postage 

prospectuses of, to be charged as circulars, and postage required in 
advance 

may be mailed to regular subscribers by agents as well as publishers, 
provided, Sec 

regular dealers in, may receive, by mail at quarterly rates 
and pay, as received 

issued without disclosing the office of publication, or containing a 
fictitious statement thereof, must not be forwarded, unless prepaid 
at transient rates 

publications having the form of, but printed for gratuitous circula­
tion, cannot be sent by mail to persons not actual subscribers 

remaining in any post-office, how disposed of, when not called for 
those on which publisher shall pay postage excepted 

publishers of, to be notified when subscribers shall refuse to take the 
same from the office for one month 

cannot lawfully be carried outside of the mail, on board any packet 
in which the mail is regularly carried ! 

except those in use, or done up and directed to bona-fide dealers. 
may be conveyed, out of the mail, for sale or distribution by con­

tractors, or mail-carriers 
packages of, may be received and delivered by route-agents from 

publishers, or news-agents 
requests to return, printed on, are not to be regarded 
when unclaimed, are not to be sent to the dead-letter office 
contractors are not permitted to leave bags of, on their routes 
obscene, or lewd, shall not be carried in the mail 

' penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, for mailing 
for taking from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of.. 

search for, and seizure of, to be made, how and by whom 
Implication of warrant of attachment shall be made in what 
ist of non-delivered letters to be published in what 

not oftener than once a week , 
addressed to persons foreign-born in what 

proposals for carrying the mail shall be advertised in what 
how selected 
such advertisements shall not be paid for without having been 

requested , 
penalty for detaining improperly or destroying;, &c, any, Sec 

for opening, &c, any mail or package of, not addressed, &c 
for stealing, from any mail or post-office 

sent in the mails to Great Britain,̂ ermany, &c, are subject to what 
regulations ' 
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Newspapers—Continued. 
printed matter, samples, or patterns cannot be registered to 

countries under which no fee is stated 
Newspaper-wrappers shall be provided with postage-stamps impressed.... 

shall be kept for sale at all post-offices 
requisitions for, how to be made, and on whom 
supplies for three months to be ordered 
postmasters who have failed to render quarterly returns will not be 

supplied until, &c 
on receiving, to count and receipt for 

if damaged, how to proceed 
if returned, package must be registered , 

are furnished only to postmasters for sale 
how to be sold 
to be sold only for cash at prices stated, &c. 

shall not be sold for more than is charged by the Department... 
are forbidden to be sold for less than Department rates by 

postmasters not specially authorized 
must not be sold at a discount, except in a few of the larger 

cities to certain designated local agents , 
discount not to exceed, Sec 
such sales must be specially authorized 

how to be charged, and accounted for .'. 
postmasters shall be held accountable for all furnished 
penalty for neglecting, &c, to account for, or unlawfully disposing 

of them 
money received for, to be paid over in the same manner as money 

received for postage 
inclosing money to pay for, is prohibited $ 
monthly reports of amounts received, sold, and on hand, to be made 

by what offices 
to be turned over by retiring postmaster to his successor and receipt 

transmitted 
to be delivered, if office be discontinued, to the postmaster named, 

and receipt taken 
not to have any printing, except 
postmaster claiming credit for, burnt, lost, or destroyed, how to pro-

LAW. 
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77 Sec. 169 
78 Sec. 172 

77 Sec. 169 
78 Sec 174 

credit will not be allowed where offices have been robbed 
the postage on, spoiled in directing may be refunded in stamps, if, &c. 

those redeemed must be sent, w'iih a special letter, to Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General 

package must be registered 
if not, and lost, amount not to be credited 

letters bearing stamps cut from, cannot be sent as prepaid 
stamps on, must be effectually canceled, &c, at the mailing office 

if omitted at mailing office to be done at delivery office and 
delinquent reported 

use of rating or post-marking stamp in canceling positively 
prohibited 

record to be kept at distributing and separating offices of packages 
of, passing througĥ said offices 

form of record 
how to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of, no 

"correct" return-bill is received 
postmasters and others will be held strictly accountable for all pack­

ages of, passing through their hands 
the"original registered number of each package of, must be placed on 

the outer wrapper, when re wrapped at distributing office 
no compensation allowed for the sale of 
penalty for forging, &c, postage-stamps, &c 

for knowingly using, &c, or having in possession forged, Sec, 
with intent, &e . 

for making, &c, stamps-without authority, &c 
for delivering stamps to unauthorized person with intent, Sec... 
for forging or using forged stamp of foreign government, &c 

Oath, to be taken by all employes in the postal service 
form of .' 
before whom taken 

employes shall be subject to penalties, &c, for violation of law, 
whether they have taken the, or not 

quarterly accounts of moneys received, &c, shall be rendered by 
postmasters under 

may be required to accompany certain statements of postmasters 
of bidder to accompany proposals for carrying the mail 
of masters of vessels leaving the United States as to receiving certain 

letters on board 
of masters of vessels arriving, &c, as to depositing all letters at near­

est post-office 
shall be made by masters of vessels carrying the mail, that they have 

delivered such mail 
penalty for failure to make such 

required of publisher of newspaper, that he has not sent. Sec 

78 Sec. 173 
78 Sec. 173 
78 Sec 173 

78 Sec. 172 
80 Sec 45 

77 Sec. 169 
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79 Sec 178 
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Oath—Continued. 
penalty for refusing to make 

in relation to «the settlement of accounts, Sec, may be administered 
by Auditor, or the maypr of any city, justice of the peace, or judge 
of any court of record , 

penalty for false swearing 
fees paid'for administering, to accounts not allowed 
must accompany applications for renewals of lost drafts, Sec 

Obscene books, pamphlets, pictures, papers, prints, Sec, shall not be carried 
in the mail— -• 

penalty for knowingly depositing, Sec, such books, Sec, for 
mailing '. 

for taking from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of. 
search for, and seizure of, to be made how, and by whom 
how to be disposed of 

Offenders, all, against the postal laws may be prosecuted before the circuit 
or district courts of the United States 

and before local magistrates, and other State courts 
Offenses.—See Penalties. 

committed in places under the jurisdiction of the United States, and 
punishable by the laws of the State, though not prohibited by any 
United State's law, how to be tried and punished 

subsequent repeal, Sec, of any such State law not to affect pros­
ecution, &c 

heretofore committed, and punishable under any law hereby re­
pealed, shall be prosecuted as if this act had not passed 

Officers making seizures under postal laws, how protected 
Offices, employes of the Department prohibited from holding State or muni­

cipal, if salary exceeds $1,000 -. 
what offices are excepted 

Official communications of the Post-Office Department which, &c, shall be 
registered free of charge 

chargeable with the same rates of postage as those of other 
persons „ 

Official forms of paper to be used in connection with receipts and ex­
penditures shall be reported by Auditor when required 

to be decided on by the Postmaster-General 
at post-offices, must be signed by postmaster himself 

how to be signed, if signed by assistant 
Omnibus-lines are permitted to carry and deliver letters, when covered by 

stamped envelopes, provided, &c 
only letters relating solely to freight may be lawfully carried 

not so inclosed, over a mail-route, outside the mail 
no fees allowed to any, which carries the mail, nor to any person on 

board 
penalty upon owners of, for knowingly carrying any person acting 

as a private express for conveyance of letters and packets, &c ,. 
* for carrying letters and packets otherwise than in the mail, 

over post-routes 
Orders, originating a claim, or affecting accounts, shall be certified to the 

Auditor , 
assigning or changing salaries of postmasters shall be in writing 

shall be recorded in journal 
Auditor to be notified of change. .•. , 

shall have their true date affixed and date of filing indorsed , 
Ores, samples of, not exceeding twelve ounces in weight may be sent by 

Sec. 
71 Sec. 162 

122 Sec. 24 
122 Sec 24 

136 Sec 148 
137 Sec. 148 
137 Sec 148 
137 Sec. 5 

113 Sec. 304 
113 Sec. 305 

108 Sec. 295 
108 Sec. 295 
109 Sec. 327 
52 Sec. 237 

mail . shall be subject to examination 
postage on 

Pacific coast, two special agents may be emplo3Ted for the 
Packages. See Seizures. 

weighing more than four pounds, except, &c, not to go by mail 
of small newspapers to one address issued, &c, postage on, one cent 

for each four ounces or fraction 
of clothing, not exceeding two pounds in weight, may be sent to en­

listed men in the Army, if prepaid , 
postage on, one cent for each ounce or fraction , 

of seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions of any weight not exceed­
ing four pounds, may be sent by mail 

postage on, one cent for each two ounces or fraction 
must be prepaid in full ,. 

Packets. See Letters. 
Pamphlets defined 

when unclaimed, must be sent to dead-letter office 
. but no entry thereof need be made on the bill •. 

obscene, lewd, or lascivious, shall not be carried in the mail 
penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, for mailing 

for taking from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of 
search for, and seizure of, to be made how, and by whom 

Panama, mail-agency may be established at 
Pay. See Compensation: Salary. 

of carriers to special offices 
of contractors for additional service 

75 Sec. 127 
134 
121 Sec 22 

8 Sec. 6 

52 Sec. 239 

99 Sec. 229 
100 Sec. 231 
12 Sec. 
17 Sec 
17 Sec. 
17 Sec. 

120 Sec. 
63 Sec. 133 
63 Sec. 133 
67 Sec 163 
12 Sec 30 
63 Sec 134 
67 Sec 160 
67 Sec. 164 
67 Sec. 164 

134 
134 
134 

136 Sec 148 
137 Sec 148 
137 Sec 148 
137 Sec 
12 Sec. 36 
44 Sec 
48 Sec. 
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254 Sec. 551 
262 Sec. 581 

167 Sec. 88 

233 Sec. 458 

137 
139 

249 Sec. 534 
249 Sec. 534 
177 Sec. 151 
177 Sec. 152 
183 Sec. 190 

212 Sec. 342 

172 Sec. 109 
166 Sec. 82 
172 Sec. 109 

168 Sec. 90 
171 Sec. 106 

172 Sec. Ill 

171 Sec. 108 
172 Sec. 119 
233 Sec. 456 
233 Sec. 456 

216 Sec. 353 
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Pay—Continued. 
for increase of speed 
deductions may be made from, for failures, &c 
to be reported to Congress 

of messengers, watchmen, and laborers •. 
of owner's of steamboats, Sec 
of railway companies for carrying the mail on railways having 

grant of lands or right of way' 
shall be adjusted according to average weight of mails, upon 

conditions that, Sec 
average weight, how ascertained 

if railway companies now furnishing railway post-office cars, 
shall refuse to provide such cars, they shall hot be entitled to 
increase of pay. .r *. , 

additional, may be allowed for increase in length of cars 
length of cars required shall be determined by the Post-

Office Department, and shall be properly fitted up, Sec. 
of railway postal-clerks '. 
of route agents 
no person shall receive, for carrying the mail until he has executed 

his contract 
Payments, postmasters can only make, according to instructions or in con­

formity Avith the contract 
at collection-offices, must be ready to make, at the end of each 

quarter , 
• to contractors must be made only upon the production of collection-

orders 
when order is presented, all money must be paid over, except 

money-order funds 
and except amount due mail-messenger, if employed 

payment cannot be refused because contractor is indebted 
such refusal is prima-facie evidence of embezzlement — 
failure to pay such orders or drafts will bo followed by 

removal, unless, &c 
receipt must be transmitted by the first mail after payment, 

and to whom 
must never be inclosed with quarterly returns, but sent 

in a separate envelope 
receipts, not on the printed forms furnished, will not be 

recognized 
manuscript receipts are illegal 

after expiration of contract no payments can be made unless 
expressly authorized by Postmaster-General 

to mail-messengers are to be made under general instructions at the 
close of every quarter 

before any payment is made to contractor .... 
or before making deposit 

applications for drafts, how to be made 
payments to be charged in what account. 
receipts, how to be taken, and to whom to be sent, and when 

must not be signed by an agent 
must not be sent for amounts not actually paid 
must not be inclosed with quarterly returns 

to mail-carriers to special offices are to be made quarterly in the same 
manner as to mail-nicssengers 

to local agents,are to be made in the same manner as to mail-messengers 
suits to be brought to recover, made by mistake 
by a postmaster, after a new bond, may be applied to discharge bal­

ance due under old bond 
on account of postal servrce, to be made by warrants in pursuance of 

appropriations 
to persons to whom the same shall be certified to be due by 

Auditor 
to and from money-order offices shall be under the direction of the 

Postmaster-General 
from postal money-order funds, accounts of, may be required daily 
by postmasters out of the receipts of their offices, shall be certified 
'quarterly to the Postmaster-General by Auditor, designating heads 
of appropriation, Sec .". 

amounts thus certified by Auditor to be credited to postal rev­
enues .' I 

Penalties, acting head of money-order offices shall be subject to all, for mis­
conduct .' 

all, imposed for violation, &c, except, Sec, shall be deposited as part 
of the postal revenue 

shall, when recovered, be paid into the Treasury, except, &c 
may be remitted with written consent of Postmaster-General 
one-half of certain, to go to informer, and the other half to the < 

United States, except, &c \ 
no part of, accrues to prosecutor, except where specially pro­

vided 
recovery of, for violation of postal laws, shall be enforced by Auditor, 

and also arising under other statutes, where, &c 
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49 Sec. 264 
43 Sec. 214 
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Penalties—Continued. 
of bonds of postmasters, to be determined by the Postmaster-General. 

for taking obscene books from the mail for the purpose of dis-
for forging, &c, any bond, bid, or writing, with intent to defraud 

upon postmaster or other officer, for certifying to sufficiency of 
for entering into combinations, Sec, in regard to contracts for 

carrying mail, preventing bids, &c 
for offering inducements to persons not to make bids for carry-
upon bidder receiving an award of contract, and wrongfully re-
upon employes in post-office, for being interested in contracts 

for carrying the mail 

for willfully neglecting to deposit any money which is part of postal 
for knowingly swearing falsely relating to any expenditure, Sec 

upon owners of vehicles, &c, for knowingly conveying any 

upon owners of certain vehicles for carrying otherwise than in 
for carrying any letter, except in the mail, on any vessel that 

carries the mail.. _ 
forfeiture of letters, Sec, carried contrary to law 

upon persons engaged in carrying the mail for receiving, Sec, 
upon postmasters, for unlawfully detaining letters with intent, Sec... 

for secreting, or destroying, Sec, letters not containing 
for secreting or destroying, Sec, letters, Sec, in their pos­

session to'be carried' by mail, Sec, containing any arti-
for taking, &c, any such article out of such letters, what 

to be evidence that the letter was intended to be car­
ried by mail 

upon persons, not employes, for stealing the mail, or any letter 
* for opening, Sec, such mail or letter, &c, containing an 

for obtaining by fraud such mail, letters, Sec upon any person, for inclosing letter in mail matter not charge­
able with letter-postage, or writing thereon 

for taking any letter, &c, from post-office, with intent, 
Sec 

for willful injury to any receptacle for the deposit of mail-matter 
for willfully, &c,'injuring mail-matter in a letter-box, or aiding 

therein 
for unlawfully wearing uniform of letter-carrier 
upon postmasters, tor acting as agent of a lottery-office, Sec upon any person, for knowingly depositing circulars for lotte­

ries, gift-enterprises, Sec 
upon any person who has charge of the mail, for voluntarily quitting 

it before delivery at post-office, Sec 
for knowingly, &c, obstructing the mail, Sec 
upon ferrymen, for willfully delaying the passage of mail 
for robbing any carrier, Sec, of the mail, or any part thereof 

for being accessory after the fact to 
for attempting to rob the mail by assaulting, &c for knowingly receiving, &c, any article of value stolen from 

the mail, or aiding therein * 
receiver may be tried before the thief for being* accessory after the fact to any offense against postal 

laws 
proceedings as to the trial, &c . for injuring, &c, mail-bag, Sec, or lock, &c, with intent to steal mail, 

&c 
for stealing, Sec, any key to mail-lock in use, or aiding therein.. 
for having such key in possession with unlawful intent 
for delivering any lock or key to persons not authorized to re­

ceive them 
for issuing money-order without first receiving the money therefor .. 

LAW. 
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for opening, &c, any mail or package of newspapers no 
for detaining improperly, or destroying, Sec, anj 

» for stealing newspapers from any mailor post-o 

Penalties—Continued. 
for forging, &c, any mOney-order 

or falsely altering, or passing with intent to defraud 
for misusing money-order funds, or aiding therein 

failure to pay over, to be prima-facie evidence of embez­
zlement 

3 not addressed, &c 
, any newspaper,Sec 

j newspapers from any mail or post-office 
upon publishers of newspapers for unlawfully sending newspa­

pers, Sec, to other than regular subscribers, &c, or refusing 
affidavit required, &c 

for demanding, &c, any postage other than that provided by law 
for selling postage-stamps, Sec, for a larger sum than the value 

indicated on their face 
for neglecting, &c. to account for postage-stamps, Sec, or for 

unlawfully disposing of them 
upon employes, for willfully removing stamps affixed to mail-

matter. ..'. 
for knowingly using in prepayment of postage any postage-

stamps before so used 
for removing defacing-marks from stamps, &c, with intent, &c. 

upon persons, not employes in the post-office for like of­
fenses 

for using, Sec, postage-stamp, &c,.before used 
for forging, Sec, postage-stamps, Sec 
for making stamps, &c, without authority 
for delivering stamps to unauthorized persons with intent, Sec 
for forging or using forged stamps of foreign government 

for professing to keep a post-office without authority '. 
for misusing the post-office establishment by opening, &c*, cor­

respondence with intent to defraud, and placing, &c, letter 
in post-office 

proceedings for trial, conviction, &c, of this last-named 
offense 

for forcibly breaking into any post-office with intent, Sec, or 
attempting to do so 

for stealing any property belonging to the Post-Office Depart­
ment, or aiding therein 

upon master of any United States vessel, for failure to make oath 
that he has promptly delivered all mail, Sec 

upon master of any vessel arriving, <fcc, who shall break bulk 
before he has delivered letters, Sec 

upon master of any steamboat passing, &c, for failure to deliver 
at post-office all'letters, Sec, within certain time, Sec 

for placing upon any vessel or vehicle, not used in carrying the 
mail, the words "United States mail'r 

for refusing, &c, to convey certain letters by foreign packets, 
&c 

Per diem of special agents not to exceed five dollars a day 
of superintendents of railway postal service not to exceed five dollars 

a day 
Periodicals—See Newspapers. 

remaining in any post-office, how disposed of 
publisher of, paying postage on, not to be sold 

to be notified if not taken from the office for one month .... 
Perjury, false swearing to a quarterly account to be 
Perquisites, employes shall not receive 
Pictures, obscene, lewd, or lascivious, shall not be carried in the mail 

penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, for mailing 
for taking, from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of 

search for and seizure of, to be made, how, and by whom 
Plank-roads, carrying the mail on, may be contracted for 

are declared to be post-roads during the time the mail is carried 
thereon ; 

Poisons, packages containing, must be excluded from the mails 
Poor debtors may be discharged from jail in civil cases, but &c 
Postage, on mail-matter of the first class, embracing all correspondence, 

wholly or partly in writing, except book-manusciipts and corrected proof-
sheets passing, Sec 

on matter wholly or partly in writing, except, &c, three cents 
for each half ounce or fraction thereof 

on mat.ter sent in violation of law, three cents for each half 
ounce or fraction _ 

on matter to which no specific rate is assigned, three cents for 
each half ounce or fraction ' 

on drop or local letters delivered by carriers, two cents for each 
half ounce or fraction 

where system of free-delivery is not established, one cent 
for each half ounce or fraction 

on letters or things except, &c, inclosed in any printed matter, 
letter-rates 

penalty for so inclosing 
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Postage—Continued. 
on all official correspondence and other mailable matter to be 

the same as upon like matter sent by or to other persons 
on letters by vessels not regularly employed, Sec, double rates. 
rates not to be increased on letters carried in private vessel 

from one port in the United States to another, though part, 
Sec 

on printed matter marked so as to carry information, letter-
rates 

a simple mark, to call attention to any article, does not 
subject it to letter-postage 

on printed matter that cannot be examined without destroying 
the wrapper, letter-rates ...' 

on cards issued by private parties, containing written matter 
other than, Sec, letter-rates 

rates of, how computed 
a single rate of three cents established on domestic letters 

and double rates on letters brought by vessels not regu­
larly employed 

if addressed to any point in a foreign country, no fee al­
lowed 1 

must be prepaid by stamps, except, Sec 
stamps attached shall be evidence of payment 
fractional parts of stamps cannot be recognized in pay­

ment of 
if wholly unpaid, except, Sec, matter to be sent to dead-letter 

office 
matter not prepaid and reaching its destination by inad­

vertence to be charged double rates 
if prepaid less than one fullrate, except, Sec, matter to be sent 

to dead-letter office ... 
reaching its destination by inadvertence, &c, to be 

charged double rates 
but certain letters in large cities, prepaid at the drop-let­

ter rate only, may be forwarded, charged with the 
amount of deficiency 

if one full rate is prepaid, matter to be forwarded, charged with 
the unpaid rate only 

unpaid letters may to sent by soldiers and sailors, Sec, duly 
certified 

cannot be certified, Sec, if written by commissioned 
officers 

must be marked, over the address, "Soldier's letter" or 
" Naval letter " 

and certified, by whom and how 
if duly certified, must be forwarded, charged with amounts 

due at prepaid rates only ' 
postage on, must be marked, and collected on delivery 

if not duly certified, to be mailed, but rated with postage 
to be collected on delivery, as in section 135 

no extra, on matter delivered by carriers 
or for card on envelope or wrapper 

one cent in addition shall be charged on letters published as 
non-delivered , 

letters prepaid not called for, shall be returned to writer with­
out additional charge for, when address is indorsed 

shall be forwarded without additional charge for 
but letters once delivered require postage at prepaid rates 

when remailed 
on mail-matter of the second class, embracing all matter exclusively 

in print, and regularly issued at stated periods from a known office 
of publication, without addition by writing, mark, or sign 

on newspapers and other periodicals, not exceeding four ounces 
in weight, to regular subscribers, issued less than once a week, 
one cent for each issue v once a week, five cents per quarter 

twice a week, ten cents per quarter 
three times a week, fifteen cen ts per quarter 
four times a week, twenty cents per quarter 
five times a week, twenty-five cents per quarter 
six times a week, thirty cents per quarter 
seven times a week, thirty-five cents per quarter 
additional rate to be charged for each additional four 

ounces or fraction r rates to be paid before delivery for not less than a quar­
ter, nor more than a year 

payment may be made either at the office of mailing or 
delivery 

on small newspapers issued less frequently than once a week, in 
packages to one address to regular subscribers, one cent for 
each four ounces or fraction 
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Postage—Continued. 
on newspapers and periodicals issued less frequently than once 

a week, and sent to actual subscribers, semi-monthly, six 
cents per quarter for each four ounces, if paid in advance 

monthly, three cents per quarter for each four ounces, if 
paid in advance 

quarterly, one cent for each four ounces, if paid in ad­
vance 

on newspapers, Sec, to regular dealers, same rates pro rata as to 
regular subscribers, to pay as publications are received 

on transient newspapers, Sec, one cent for each two ounces or 
fraction 

on newspapers, except weeklies and periodicals, not exceeding 
two ounces in weight, deposited in a letter-carrier office for 
delivery by the office or its carriers, one cent, to be prepaid 
by stamps .• L... 

on periodicals, exceeding two ounces in weight, deposited for 
delivery in like manner, two cents, to be prepaid by stamps.. 

on weekly newspapers, deposited for delivery in like manner, 
carriers not required to distribute in county where published 
unless, is paid at the usual rates 

on circulars, deposited for delivery in like manner, one cent, to 
be prepaid by stamps , 

/ on circulars, unsealed, sent by mail, one cent for each two 
ounces or fraction 

on second-class matter, must be prepaid, in money, for not less 
than one quarter 

pavment may be made either at the office of mailing or 
delivery 

must be accounted for, when, and how 
when paid at the office of mailing, receipt to state what.. 

receipts to be transmitted to office of delivery 
transcript to be forwarded quarterly .' 

no extra charge for subscription - bills, or receipts 
incjosed, or date of expiration of subscriptions 

must be charged on newspapers placed by contractors in a post-
office for delivery 

newspapers, or magazines, not prepaid at the mailing office, not 
to be delivered until, is paid 

publications issued without disclosing the office of publication 
must not be forwarded, unless prepaid as transient printed 
matter 

when borrowing the name of a newspaper, and printed for 
gratuitous circulation, cannot be sent gratuitously to 
persons not actual subscribers, &c 

table of quarterly rates of, on newspapers 
on mail-matter of the third class, embracing all pamphlets, occasional 

publications, transient newspapers, magazines, &c. 
on magazines and periodicals, pamphlets, occasional publica­

tions, Sec, one cent for each two ounces, or fraction thereof. 
(Weight limited to four pounds) 

on flexible patterns, samples of metals, ores, merchandise, &c, 
two cents for each two ounces, or fraction thereof. (Weight 
limited to twelve ounces) 

on books, two cents for each two ounces, or fraction thereof. 
(Weight limited to four pounds) 

except books published by order of Congress 
on packages of clothing, not exceeding two pounds in weight, 

sent to non-commissioned officers or privates in the Army, if 
prepaid, one cent for each ounce or fraction 

on packages of seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions of any 
weight not exceeding four pounds, one cent for each two 
ounces or fraction 

on corrected proof-sheets, if corrections be of typographical 
errors only, one cent for each two ounces, or fraction thereof. 

but if new matter be introduced, letter rates , 
on matter of the third class, for which other rates are not pre­

scribed, two cents for each two ounces, or fraction thereof. 
(Weight limited to twelve ounces) 

on all mail-matter of the third class must be prepaid in full by 
postage-stamps at the office of mailing 

on postal-card's, one cent, including card 
on articles chargeable with different rates sent in one package, the 

higher rate must be prepaid on the entire package, but, &c 
penalty for demanding any, other than provided for by this act 

upon employes for knowingly using in prepayment of, any 
postage-stamps before so used 

npon persons not employes, for like offenses 
credit not to be given for, nor inail-matter to be delivered until all, has 

been paid 
fractional parts of postage-stamps cannot be recognized in prepay­

ment of 
shall be accounted for as part of the postal revenues 
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Postage—Continued. 
any part thereof, not collected, postmaster shall be held ac­

countable for as if collected 
record of receipts for, to be kept 
amount of, unpaid, collected, to be verified by oath when re­

quired 
quarterly accounts of moneys received for, to be rendered C 

under oath , \ 
proceeds from, on local mail-matter to be shown in comparison 

with expenses of letter-carriers 
to Canada, on letters 

on newspapers 
Postage, foreign, on matter to and from foreign countries with which 

different rates have not been established, as follows: 
on letters, ten cents for each half ounce, or fraction, 

unless 
on newspapers, two cents each 
on pamphlets, periodicals, books, &c, not exceeding two 

cents for each two ounces, or fraction 
to be prepaid on matter sent, and collected on matter de­

livered 
and collected in coin, if not paid, on matter received, 

on mail-matter conveyed between the United States and for­
eign countries, may be reduced or increased 

foreign consuls authorized to pay, on letters for the United 
States detained in foreign ports, Sec 

amount of, to be collected and repaid 
on mail-matter in foreign vessels, may be the same as such for­

eign power charges on mail-matter'in American vessels 
this provision, how enforced 

mail-matter to or from the United States by foreign vessels, ex­
cept, Sec, to be subject to, if, Sec 

conveyed by vessels not regularly employed, are subject 
to double the domestic prepaid' rate 

international letters insufficiently prepaid, or wholly unpaid, 
to or from Great Britain and Ireland, subject to a fine of six 
cents on delivery 

sent to or from Germany 
to or from the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Switz­

erland, or Denmark ' 
table of rates of 

subject to constant changes 
Postage-stamps shall'be prepared of suitable denominations 

shall be kept for sale at all post-offices 
postmasters shall be held accountable for 
records of, to be kept 
shall, when attached to mail matter, be evidence of payment of post­

age thereon 
must be effectually canceled, Sec, at the mailing office 

if omitted at m allium office, to be done at delivery office, and 
delinquent reported 

use of the rating or post-marking stamp in canceling, posi­
tively prohibited , 

amount of, canceled, to be verified by oath 
Postmaster-General may adopt improvements in 
are furnished only to postmasters for sale 
requisitions for, how to be made, and on whom 

supplies for three months to be ordered 
postmasters who have failed to render quarterly returns will not be 

supplied until, Sec 
on receiving, to count and receipt for 

if damaged, how to proceed 
if returned, package must be registered 

how to be charged and accounted for 
money received for, to be paid over in the same manner as money re­

ceived for postage *--;-: 
inclosing money to pay for, prohibited 
monthly reports of amounts received, sold, and on hand, to be made, 

by what offices 
supplies of, purchased from other offices, not to be accounted 

for to the Department 
to be turned over by retiring postmaster to his successor, and re­

ceipt transmitted 
to be delivered, if office be discontinued, to the postmaster named, 

and receipt taken 
no compensation allowed for the sale of : 
to be sold only for cash at price stated, Sec ' 

shall not be sold for a larger sum than their face-value 
penalty for so selling 

must not be sold at a discount, except in a few of the larger 
cities, to certain designated local agents .' 

discount not to exceed, &c 
such sales must be specially authorized 
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are forbidden to be sold at less than their face-value by post­

masters not specially authorized 
not permitted to be soidbj7 carriers, except in limited quantities, 

postmasters claiming credit for, burnt, lost, or destroyed, how to pro­
ceed 

credit will not be allowed where offices have been robbed 
the exchange of, for those of other denominations, prohibited 

the return of unserviceable stamps thus acquired, not permitted 
fractional parts of, cannot be recognized in prepayment of postage... 
record to be kept at distributing and separating offices of packages 

of, passing through said offices 
form of record 
how to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of, no 

" correct" return-bill is received 
postmasters and others will be held strictly accountable for all pack­

ages of, passing through their hands 
the original registered number of each package of, must be 

placed on the outer wrapper when re-wrapped at distribut­
ing office 1 

when a letter bearing a canceled stamp is posted by, &c, with fraud­
ulent intent, case to be reported to whom 

penalty upon any person for using, &c, stamp, &c, before used 
for forging, Sec, postage-stamp, Sec 
for knowingly using, &c, or having in possession, forged, 

&c, with intent, &o 
for making. Sec, stamps without authority 
for delivering stamps to unauthorized person with in­

tent, &c 
for forging, or using forged stamp of foreign government 

upon employes, for knowingly using, in prepayment of postage, 
any, before so used 

for willfully removing stamp affixed to mail-matter 
offenses of this' nature to be reported to Depart­

ment 
for neglecting, Sec, to account for, or unlawfully dispos­

ing of them 
for removing defacing-marks from stamps, &c, with in­

tent, &c 
upon persons, not employ6s, for like offenses 

Postal agency, may be established at Shanghai or Yokohama, with branch 
agencies 

Postal agents, in China or Japan, reasonable compensation to be paid to 
necessary incidental expenses of, to be allowed 

Postal balances shall be furnished, denominated in grams, Sec, to offices 
exchanging foreign mails 

Postal cards, to be furnished with postage-stamps impressed thereon 
are furnished only to postmasters for sale 
requisitions for, how to be made, and on whom 
supplies for three months to be ordered 
postmasters who have failed to render quarterly returns will not be 

supplied until, &c '. 
on receiving, to count and receipt for 

if damaged, how to proceed 
if returned, package must be registered 

how to be charged and accounted for 
money received for, to be paid over in the same manner as money re­

ceived for postage 
inclosing money to pay for, prohibited 
are issued exclusively by the Department 
cards issued by private parties are not considered as 
deposited for mailing, must be treated the same as letters 
monthly reports of amounts received, sold, and on hand, to be made 

by what offices 
to be turned over by retiring postmaster to his successor, and receipt 

transmitted 
to be delivered, if office be discontinued, to the postmaster named, 

and receipt taken 
no compensation allowed for the sale of 
to be sold only for cash, at prices stated, Sec 

shall not be sold for a larger sum than their face-value 
penalty for so selling 

must not be sold at a discount, except in a few of the larger 
cities, to certain designated local agents 

discount not to exeeed, &c 
such sales must be specially authorized 

are forbidden to be sold for less than their face-value by post­
masters not specially authorized 

postmasters claiming credit for, burnt, lost, or destroyed, how to pro­
ceed '. 

credit will not be allowed where offices have been robbed 
not to be redeemed 
letters bearing stamps cut from, cannot be sent as prepaid 
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Postal-cards—Continued. 
stamps on, must be effectually canceled, &c, at the mailing office 

if omitted at mailing office, to be done at delivery office, and 
delinquent reported. 

use of the rating or post-marking stamp in canceling, positively 
prohibited 

record to be kept at distributing and separating offices of packages 
of, passing through said offices 

form of record 
how to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of, no 

"correct" return-bill is received 
postmasters and others will be held strictly accountable for all pack­

ages of, passing through their hands 
the original registered number of each package of, must be placed 

on the outer wrapper, when re-wrapped at a distributing office.. . 
scurrilous, not to be carried in mail 

penalty for depositing, in the mail, &c 
for taking from the mail for the purpose of disposing of 
search for, and seizure of, to be made, how, and by whom. 

penalty for forging, &c, postage-stamp, &c '. 
for knowingly using, &c, or having in possession forged, Sec, 

with intent", Sec 
for making, &c, stamps without authority, Sec 
for delivering stamps to unauthorized person, with intent, &c.. 
for forging, or using forged stamp of foreign government, &c.. 
for having in possession paper bearing the water-mark of 
for making, without authority 
for delivering to unauthorized persons, with intent, Sec 

Postal clerks. See Railway post-office clerks. 
Postal conventions, may be made with foreign countries 

copies of, to be transmitted to the Secretary of State 
proof-sheets of, to be revised at the Post-Office Department 

Postal money-orders. See Money-orders. 
Postal railway service. See Railway postal service. 
Postal receipts. See Revenue. 

amount of, how ascertained 
Postal service, money required for the, shall be appropriated by law out of 

the postal revenues ' 
payments on account of, shall be in pursuance of appropriations 

and by warrants 
to what persons made 

accounts of. how to be kept 
Postal treaties may be made with foreign countries 
Post-bills are used only for unpaid and registered letters 

are not to be used for unpaid letters sent to a distributing-office for 
distribution 

are required only when mailing direct for delivery 
contents of, to be entered in account of mails sent 

Post-marking stamps must not be used in canceling postage-stamps 
will be furnished by Pirst Assistant Postmaster-General 

to route-agents, in what number 
Postmaster-General shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 

advice, &c '. 
his term of office 
his salary 1 
shall take the official oath before entering upon duties, &c 
may appoint employes in the Post-Office Department 
shall procure and causo to be kept a seal for his Department 
shall establish and discontinue post-offices 
shall instruct all persons in the postal service with reference to theii 

duties 
shall decide on the forms of all official papers 
shall prescribe the manner of keeping and stating accounts 
shall enforce the prompt rendition of returns relative to said accounts! 
shall control, according, &c, all incidental expenses 
shall superintend the disposition of the moneys of the Department.. 
shall direct the manner in which balances shall be paid over 
shall issue warrants to cover money into the Treasury and to pay out 

the same 
shall superintend the business of the Department 
shall execute all laws relative to the postal service 
shall report annually to Congress, as to contracts for carrying the 

mail, in detail 
land and water mails established, &c, in the year, giving, &c.. 
allowances to contractors 
curtailment of expenses 
finances of the Department 
fines and deductions 
copy of each contract for carrying the mail to foreign countries. 
contracts for other purposes than carryiug the mail 
clerks and other persons employed in the Department 

names of detectives and confidential agents need not be 
disclosed 
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Postmaster-General—Continued. 
foreign postal business and agencies 
expenses of preceding year, and estimates for ensuing year, 

and under what heads 
shall give copy of annual estimates to the Secretary of 

the Treasury before November 1 
detailed statement of expenditures, during first week of session 

reports of, to be printed at the public printing-office... 
may establish post-offices on post-roads 

to be certified promptly to Auditor 
may fix the salary at newly-established post-offices 
may designate certain offices as distributing or separating offices 
may establish branch post-offices 
may discontinue post-offices where the security of the postal 

service is endangered, &c, or 
shall, by special order, allow compensation for unusual busi­

ness at any post-office 
shall furnish to post-offices letter-balances denominated in 

grams 
may direct the hours during which post-offices are to be kept 

open 
may prescribe time within which all letters brought to post-

office, Sec, before, Sec, shall be forwarded ". 
may place post-offices in charge of special agents, when, Sec 

may appoint and remove postmasters of the fourth and fifth classes.. 
shall determine penalty in bonds of postmasters 
may require new bond of postmaster when, Sec 
may direct the application of first payments of postmasters un­

der new bond 
shall fill vacancies in office of postmaster at certain post-of­

fices without delay 
Auditor to be notified of change 

shall re-adjust salaries of postmasters once in two years 
and at other times, in certain cases 

shall require postmasters to make certain statements under 
oath as to amounts of postal receipts 

may make allowance to postmasters for decrease in box-rents 
caused by free delivery of letters 

shall make in writing all orders establishing or changing sala­
ries of postmasters 

change to be notified to Auditor 
shall furnish to postmasters schedules of time of arrival and 

departure of mails 
changes in time to be notified, &c 
registers of times, &c, to be kept 

may require sworn statements to accompany each quarterly ac­
count of postmaster 

may require postal revenues to be deposited oftener than once 
a week 

may allow to postmasters of first and second class, and at Isew 
York City, for rent, clerks, &c 

may determine which shall be considered the post-road when there 
are more than one 

may change the terminus of post-roads 
may discontinue service on any post-road 

shall provide for carrying mails on all post-roads, Sec 
to court-house of any county without a mail 

may contract for carrying the mails on navigable canals 
on plank-roads 
in steamboats 
in steamships 
to post-offices not on any established route 
to and from any post-office 

to be reported to Congress when over a route not estab­
lished by law 

when to cease, unless said route is established a post-
route , 

through foreign countries 
with steamboat companies 
with railroad companies 
between the United States and foreign countries 

shall advertise for proposals for carrying the mails 
shall record abstracts of proposals 
shall not consider bids of certain persons < 
duty of, in making contracts 
may accept new sureties on a contract 1 
shall deliver copies of contract to Auditor within sixty days.. 
may impose fines upon contractors < 
may transfer debts due the Department from postmasters and 

others to certain contractors : -
26 p c 
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Postmaster-General—Continued. 
may fix the compensation of railway companies having land-grants, 

when, &c -
shall re-adjust compensation of rail svay companies according to 

average weight of mails, &c 
may separate letter mail, if, <fec, and provide for carrying it by horse-

express or otherwise 
may provide for separate carriage of letter-mail at usual rate of 

speed, when, Sec 
may pay masters, Sec, of vessels not regularly employed, for 

carrying the mail 
may allow mails of Canada, &c, to be transported over territory 

of the United States from, &c, if reciprocal privilege is 
granted 

privilege may be annulled 
may provide for disposition of printed or mailable matter remaining 

in any post-office, &c 
may prescribe by regulation manner of wrapping, &c, mail-mat­

ter not paying letter-postage 
may establish a uniform system of registration of mail-matter 

may prescribe rules for registering certain letters containing 
fractional currency without fee, Sec 

may direct that registered letters addressed to persons engaged 
in fraudulent lotteries, Sec, be marked "fraudulent," and re­
turned to senders 

may provide by regulation for transmitting unpaid, &c, letters of sol­
diers, sailorsj Sec, to their destination 

may prescribe time within which all letters brought to any 
post-office shall be forwarded 

may suspend the privilege of sending letters in stamped envel­
opes otherwise than by mail 

* may direct lists of non-delivered letters to be posted or pub­
lished 

may regulate the return of undelivered letters to dead-letter 
office, and from thence to writers 

may instruct special agents to search vessels for letters, and 
seize letters, bags, Sec .»— 

may prepare stamps for prepayment of postage on mail-matter 
may adopt improvements in stamps and envelopes, <fcc 
may furnish stamps and stamped-envelopes to postmasters 
may provide letter and newspaper envelopes 

may furnish postal-cards 
shall regulate charges on foreign mail-matter, by, Sec 

may reduce or increase rates of foreign postage 
shall authorize consuls to pay foreign postage on letters for the 

United States, detained in foreign ports 
may direct the employment of letter-carriers at certain places 

and fix their salaries 
and prescribe their uniform 

to approve sureties on bonds of letter-carriers 
may establish receiving-boxes for deposit of mail-matter 
shall be guided in his expenditures for letter-carriers, and 

branch-offices, and receiving-boxes, by the income derived 
therefrom 

may provide for delivery of small newspapers in packages to one ad­
dress 

may prescribe form of affidavit of publisher of newspapers 
may appoint special agents for Pacific coast and elsewhere 

may employ his assistants and superintendents as special agents 
may appoint two agents to superintend railway postal-service.. 
may put post-offices in charge of a special agent when, Sec 
may empower special agents to search for mail-matter unlaw­

fully transported 
may instruct special agents to search vessels for letters, and 

seize letters, bags, Sec 
may make advances of necessary sums to defray expenses 

oi agents to investigate mail depredations, examine post-
offices, Sec 

may employ route-agents 
may provide, by order, terms upon which route-agents may re­

ceive packages of newspapers 
may appoint clerks in railway post-offices 
may establish a uniform money-order system 

may prescribe fules for issuing postal money-orders 
shall supply money-order offices with blanks and forms 
may, on application of remitter, cause a new money-order to be 

issued in place of 
shall direct payments and transfers to and from money-order 

offices .' 
may require accounts of money-orders to be rendered daily 
may pay for stationery and incidentals for money-order business. 
may employ additional clerks at money-order offices 
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Postmaster-General—Continued. 
may forbid the payment of postal money-orders to persons, 

&c, engaged in gift-enterprises, &c 
and return sums remitted to remitters 

shall place to the credit of the Treasurer the net proceeds of 
the money-order business 

may arrange with foreign governments for the exchange, by 
postal-orders, of small sums of money 

may dispose of quarterly returns of mails sent or received 
accounts-current and vouchers to be preserved 
accounts to be preserved entire for at least two years , 

shall keep inventories of all public property in his charge, except 
stationery and fuel 

may deliver to owner property stolen from mail if, Sec...' 
may establish blank-agency at Washington, D. C 
shall establish rates for telegrams over certain lines 
shall certify certain orders and regulations to Auditor 

may appeal from the decision of the Auditor to the Pirst Comp­
troller of the Treasury within twelve months 

shall cause suits to be brought to recover back money paid by the 
Department by mistake or through fraud 

may discharge from jail certain poor debtors in civil cases, Sec 
may remit fines and release disabilities with, &c 
may authorize persons to apply for warrants of attachment 

against property of delinquent postmasters, Sec 
shall issue his warrant to the Treasurer to carry certain amounts to 

credit of postal revenues, &c 
shall cause postal revenues. Sec, to be paid into the Treasury 
may transfer, at his discretion, money belonging to the postal-service 

between, Sec .' 
may make postal treaties, &c, with foreign countries 

shall send copies of postal conventions to Secretary of State ... 
proof-sheets to be revised at the Post-Office Department-. 

may establish a general postal-agency at Shanghai, China, or at Yoko­
hama, Japan, with branch agencies , • 

may establish resident mail-agencies at Panama, Aspinwall, 
Havana, St. Thomas, Sec 

may appoint mail-agent on each steamer on routes between San 
Francisco, Japan, and China 

between San Francisco and Honolulu 
New York to Rio Janeiro 

in case of the death, resignation, or absence of, his duties shall de­
volve on First Assistant Postmaster-General 

First Assistant, shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice of, Sec 

shall take the official oath \ 
his salary 
in charge of appointments, bonds, salaries, and allowances, 

free-delivery, and blank-agency 
may act as special agent 
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent 
in case of the death, resignation, or absence of the Postmaster-

General his duties shall devolve on 
Second Assistant, shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 

advice of, Sec 
shall take the official oath 
his salary 
in charge of contracts, inspection, mail-equipments, special 

agents, and mail depredations, and the topographical division. 
may act as special agent 
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent 

Third Assistant, shall be appointed by'the President, by and with the 
advice of, Sec 

shall take the official oath 
• his salary 

in charge of finance, postage-stamps, and stamped envelopes, 
registered letters, and deau letters 

may act as special agent 
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent 

Postmasters, appointments of, are made by the President when the salary 
is $1,000 and upward 

for four years, &c, unless, Sec 
by the Postmaster-General when the salary is below $1,000. 

no person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally exe­
cute a bond and take the oath 

minors are incapable of holding the office of postmaster 
married women may be appointed postmasters 

when appointed, shall be liable, &c, as if sole 
will execute a bond before entering upon their duties 

must be signed in presence of suitable witnesses, with at least 
two sureties 

bond shall be conditioned for the faithful discharge of all duties 
imposed by law or the regulations of the Department 
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Postmasters—Continued. 
shall execute new bond when sureties desire to be released 

or when the name of the post-office shall be changed 
order changing name to take effect when 

bonds of, at money-order offices, shall contain an additional con­
dition for the faithful performance, &c 

shall take the prescribed oath before entering upon their duties 
form of oath 
before whom to be taken 
suDjectto penalties, &c, for violation of law whether they have 

taken the oath or not , 
bond and oath, to whom to be sent 

not authorized to take charge until commission is received 
must reside in the city or town where the post-office is situated 
are not permitted to hold State or municipal offices if salary is over 

$1,000 
what offices are excepted 

should obtain a thorough knowledge of their duties from the regula­
tions 

ignorance of the law and regulations cannot be accepted as an 
excuse for their violation 

are required to give the same attention to printed instructions as to 
official manuscript letters 

shall not receive any fees or perquisites 
no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk in post-office, shall be­

come interested in any contract for carrying the mail, or act as 
agent, with or without compensation, for any contractor 

penalty for so doing 
shall not act as agent for any lottery-office, Sec 

penalty for so doing 
will respect and obey the authority of special agents 
will make inventories, in duplicate, of public property belonging to 

the office 
to whom to be delivered . 

will not receive from predecessors any money belonging to the De­
partment unless specially instructed 

except money-order funds 
cannot be permitted to transfer the charge of their offices and the 

performance of their duties to another 
duties must be performed personally or by sworn assistants — 

should appoint an assistant to attend, &c, in case of absence 
will forward oaths of assistant, clerks, &c, when, and to whom... 

shall keep an office, &c 
shall not locate office, or open mail, or deliver mail-matter in 

any room in which liquor is sold at retail 
• must attend at their offices during what hours 

must not allow their offices to become resorts for disorderly 
persons 

offices must be kept in orderly condition 
desks will be provided for, by the Department, when 
should examine the waste-paper before the office is swept to 

guard against loss of letters, &c 
are responsible for the discharge of all the duties of their offices 

until when 
liability of, to cease when office is placed in charge of special 

agent 
salaries of, how graded 

at New York City, $6,000 
at first-class offices, $3,000 to $4,000 
at second-class offices, $2,000 and under $3,000 
at third-class offices, $1,000 and under $2,000 
at fourth-class offices, $200 and under $1,000 
at fifth-class offices, $1 and under $200 
may be adjusted in cases of extraordinary increase or decrease 

in the business, &c 
at newly-established offices to be fixed at nominal sum, until... 

not to be more than that of an office of the fifth class 
to be re-adjusted once in two years, and oftener in special cases. 

amount of salary, how to be ascertained 
applications for're-adjustment, to whom to be made 
change in, when to take effect 

reasonable compensation may be allowed, by special order, in 
case of unusual business 

offices of the first and second classes, and at New York City, 
may be allowed for rent, clerks, &c 

salary and authorized expenses of, may be deducted from re­
ceipts of office -

may put up boxes in their offices 
these are their private property, but the revenue's must be paid 

to the Department 
not to assign boxes until rent has been paid in advance ... 
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may allow box-holders to provide lock-boxes or drawers at their 

own expense 
allowances may be made to, for decrease ifi box-rents caused by 

free delivery of letters 
shall keep for sale postage-stamps, and stamped envelopes 

penalty for demanding, Sec, any postage other than is provided 
for by this act. i 

failing to supply themselves from the Department, must pur­
chase from nearest offices 

not required to account for such purchases 
requisitions for, how to be made 
three mouths' supplies to be ordered 
will not be supplied until, &c, if, have failed to render, Sec 
money not to be inclosed to the Department for 
record to be kept of all stamps, books, blanks, and property re­

ceived 
to be preserved, and delivered to successors 
to be subject to examination by any special agent 

all furnished, to be accounted for 
to be turned over to successor upon surrendering office 
to be defaced at mailing office on mail-matter deposited 

if forwarded without stamps being defaced, postmaster 
at the office of delivery shall deface them, and report 
the delinquent 

use of the rating or post-marking stamp in canceling, posi­
tively prohibited 

will promptly report delinquencies, &c, of contractors, agents, or 
carriers 

will notify contractors of failures of mails, when 
must not certify to the sufficiency of guarantors, or sureties, 

without knowing them to be of sufficient responsibility 
disregard of this, subjects them to immediate removal... 
penalty for certifying, Sec, before guarantee is signed, or 

knowingly making a false certificate 
debts due from, may be transferred to certain contractors 

will consider themselves the agents of the Department, Sec, and ob­
serve the manner in which the mails are carried 

report every instance where mail is brought by a person under 
sixteen years of age 

or who has not been duly sworn 
will dismiss an intoxicated mail-carrier, having mail in charge, 

employ another at expense of contractor, and report the facts 
will report all irregularities of mail-carriers 
will report whenever the mail arrives without a lock 
will observe how mails are carried by any steamer lauding near 

their offices 
will report every case in which they find them exposed 

on deck 
or not secured under lock and key 

and in all cases, will see that all mails are properly protected 
from the weather -. 

mails stopping over night, where there is a post-office, must be 
kept in the office 

will report failures of mails to the Postmaster-General, when... 
will see that the law is obeyed in regard to carrying unpaid 

letters, Sec, outside of the mail .• 
will always be in readiness to receive and dispatch the mail 

will never deliver mail-bag to carrier without being certain that 
it is locked 

will suffer no person whatever, except, &c, to have access to the } 
letters, newspapers, and packets in his office, or to the mail > 
locks or keys ) 

will not open, or make up mails, within reach of persons not au­
thorized to handle them >. 

will see that no packets addressed to their offices are left in the 
mail-bag when opening 

will not suffer a package, not addressed to their offices, to be 
opened 

nor any, addressed to their offices, to be opened by per­
sons not duly authorized 

whenever mails are not received at any post-office, the postmas­
ter at the nearest office will report the fact, open the mails, Sec. 

principles governing the distribution and making up of mail-
matter by 

will mail direct to the cars, on routes where postal-car service 
is employed 

to the place addressed, on all other routes 
first, all letters for his own State or Territory 
second, all letters for post-offices in other States and Ter­

ritories, which would not pass a distributing office 
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if office be at connecting point, will take out packets addressed 

to offices supplied by branch mails, #nd give them proper di­
rection 

when this is neglected, the first postmaster who discovers 
it will return the packets, and report the fact 

will indorse, as directed, letters received under cover from 
other offices 

shall forward all letters brought to office half an hour before 
departure of mail, but, Sec 

penalty for detaining letters or other mail-matter, with 
intent, Sec, the posting of which is not prohibited by 
law 

are admonished to protect the privity of correspondence and 
the sanctity of a seal. 

in no case may a postmaster open a letter arriving at his office 
not addressed to himself 

will treat letters bearing a frank as other unpaid letters 
will enter the amount of unpaid letters as charged in the bill. 
will not deliver mail-matter until postage has been paid 
shall post or publish list of- non-delivered letters 

if published, in what newspapers 
not oftener than once a week 
shall post list of non-delivered letters immediately 

after its publication 
said letters to be charged with one cent additional. 

shall return to writer any prepaid letter uncalled for for thirty 
days, when name and address are indorsed, without additional 
charge 

shall forward prepaid letters without extra charge 
may register, without fee, all letters containing fractional cur­

rency sent to the Treasurer for redemption 
shall notify customs-officers, Sec, of and give them facilities for 

protecting the customs-revenue from frauds through the mail, 
will give notice to collectors of all violations of law by steam­

boats, railroads, Sec, in carrying letters 
shall deliver to their owners newspapers, Sec, received in packages, 

when directed to one address, when, &c 
shall examine all printed matter, to see that it is charged with 

proper postage 
if examination cannot be made without destroying the 

wrapper, letter-postage to be charged 
may remove wrappers at office of delivery, for the purpose of 

ascertaining, Sec, when 
will charge and collect letter-rates of postage on newspapers, 

&c, marked to convey information 
a simple mark, to' call attention to any article, does not 

subject it to letter-postage 
shall receive and deliver to subscribers newspapers, &c, and 

put the address on such as are sent to clubs, if list is fur­
nished and postage paid in advance .* 

if sent without prepayment to other than regular sub­
scribers, fact to be reporigd 

shall notify publishers of newspapers or periodicals when the 
same are not taken from the office 

will report the operations cff the letter-carrier system monthly to 
First Assistant Postmaster-General 

and quarterly to the Auditor 
will arrange with the police for the arrest of persons found 

tampering with the street letter-boxes 
will promptly render their quarterly accounts current at the close of 

each quarter 
failure to render promptly, regarded as sufficient cause for re­

moval 
penalty for neglecting to render for one month after the time 

shall accompany each quarterly account with a sworn state­
ment, when required, that, &c ..• 

will furnish, in rendering their quarterly returns, a transcript 
of all newspaper-postage and postage on transient matter 
collected for the quarter 

failure to render,- regarded as neglect of official duty 
shall account for all postages, box-rents, and other receipts 

shall be held accountable for any part thereof not collected the 
same as if collected '. 

shall keep, without using, Sec, public money'collected until, Sec 
shall make certain statements, under oath, as to amounts of 

postal receipts . . 
shall submit to the Auditor, for settlement, vouchers for all de­

ductions made from receipts ; 
will not send money direct to the Department 

money so sent will be returned at risk of person sending it. 
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will be required to replace counterfeit moDey with genuine 

current funds 
are not required to accept mutilated currency 
will not be allowed expenses incurred in paying over moneys, 

or collecting moneys due the Department 
on taking charge of office will not receive from predecessors any 

money belonging to Department unless specially instructed so to. do 
but money-order funds must be paid over at once by predeces­

sors 
shall deposit all money, &c, weekly at cities where there is an assist­

ant treasurer 
penalty upon, for willfully neglecting to deposit 
may make deposits at their own risk in any national bank in 

the county where there are no designated 'depositaries 
are not authorized to deipand or receive interest on de­

posits 
must report quarterly the name of the bank and amount 

on deposit 
at distributing offices— 

will distribute and remail all letters and packets received, Sec, 
before the departure of the next mail, if practicable 

will not open and distribute mails addressed to other offices 
will correct errors of other postmasters in sending mails, Sec ... 
will keep records of packages of postage-stamps, Sec, passing 

through their offices 
form of record 

reasonable allowance may be made for clerical services at 
at money-order offices, shall issue postal money-orders in such man­

ner, &o 
fees to be charged for 
shall send notice thereof to the postmaster on whom it is drawn 

by first mail 
repetition of delay will lead to removal *. 

must account for every blank form at end of week 
must not issue orders on credit 

penalty upon, for issuing a money-order without first re­
ceiving the money therefor 

can only be issued on offices in list '. 
in cities where branch post-offices are in operation, may issue 

the same by his assistants or clerks in charge 
compensation of, for issuing and paying money-orders 

limit of 
shall not receive or retain more than the amount of salary and 

commissions on the money-order business 
should require proof of identity by persons presenting 
must provide against delay in payment . 
shall modify a money-order if purchaser desires it 

shall exact a new fee therefor 
shall repay the amount of money-order upon application, Sec, 

and return of the order 
but the fee shall not be returned 

transfers may be made to, to pay money-ordors 
will keep money-order accounts separate, &c 
will forward weekly statement 

statement may be required daily 
shall be held accountable for moneys received by them ox their 

designated assistants or clerks in charge, Sec, for postal 
money-orders 

will make deposits of money-order funds, how 
not to deposit in any bank unless designated 

penalty upon for misusing money-order funds 
failure to pay over, &c, to be prima-facie evidence of embezzle­

ment. ------
on retiring will pay over money-order funds to successors 
bond of, shall contain an additional condition for the faithful 

performance. Sec 
to be delivered to the Auditor on death, resignation, Sec, of. 

may, in case of sickness, &c, with the approval, Sec, authorize 
chief or other clerk to act in his place 

bond of principal to cover the acts of the acting officer... 
acting officer subject to all penalties, Sec 

at the ends of mail-routes, are required to keep registers of the 
arrival and departure of all mails opened at their offices 

to be posted conspicuously 
to note the cause of failures 
whenever it is carried by persons other than those au­

thorized 
and when mails are received in bad condition 
registers to be forwarded quarterly; copy to be kept 

may grant temporary leave of absence to route-agents, when... 
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delinquencies of, in rendering quarterly accounts shall be reported by 

Auditor 
penalty for neglecting to render for one month after the 

time, Sec 
if no account has been rendered at time of trial — 

in failing to collect drafts by want of due diligence 
draft will be charged to postmaster and sureties held 

responsible 
in failing to pay collection-orders when presented by contractor, 

failure will be followed by removal of delinquent, unless, &c 
in neglecting to deposit public money 
in misusing money-order funds 

failure to pay over, embezzlement 
proceedings.'if late postmaster fails to pay over 

expenditures by, of any kind, must not be made witnout consent of 
the Department first obtained 

for desks, Sec, will not be allowed unless net proceeds exceed 
five dollars per quarter 

for clerk-hire, rent, fuel, &c, at offices of the first and second 
classes, will be fixed by an order, Sec 

are allowed only in offices of these classes 
for furniture, stationery, Sec, at offices of same classes, must be 

made only under special authority 
proper vouchers for, must be furnished by postmasters 

payments by, to contractors, must be made only upon the production 
of collection-orders 

when order is presented, all money must be paid over, 
except money-order funds 

and except amount due mail-messenger, if em­
ployed 

payment cannot be refused because contractor is in­
debted t 

such refusal is prima-facie evidence of embezzle­
ment 

failure to pay such orders or drafts will be followed 
by removal, unless, Sec 

receipt must be transmitted by the first mail after pay­
ment, and to whom 

must never be inclosed with quarterly returns, 
but sent in a separate envelope 

receipts, not on tlie printed forms furnished, will 
not be recognized 

manuscript receipts are illegal 
. after expiration of contract no payment can be made 

unless expressly authorized by Postmaster-General.. 
to mail-messengers are to bo made at the close of every quar­

ter, under general instructions 
before any payment is made to contractor 
or before making deposit 

if proceeds are insufficient, draft to be applied for. 
applications for draft, how to be made 

payments to be charged, in what account 
receipts, how to be taken, and to whom to be sent 

must not be signed by an agent 
must not be sent for amounts not actually paid... 
must not be in«losed with quarterly returns 
must 1̂3 sent by first mail after close of the quarter 

to mail-carriers to special offices are to be made quarterly in 
trhe same manner as to mail-messengers 

to local agents are to be made in the same manner as to mail-
messengers 

retiring; must render their quarterly returns to and including the 
day upon which the office is delivered up 

should turn over to their successors all instructions, circulars, 
and orders received from the Department 

all desks, cases, and other furniture, and fixtures 
all books, maps, blanks, stationery, and other articles 

which have been furnished 
all mail-keys in their possession , 
all postages collected in advance 
all money-order funds in hand, as shown by last state­

ment 
but not money belonging to Department, unless 

specially instructed 
all stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper-wrappers, and 

postal cards 
a list of box-wtiolders, with the number of box assigned to 

each 
and a record of stamps, books, receipts, &c 
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186 Sec. 2041 
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5 Sec 
6 Sec 

12 Sec 
12 Sec. 
5 Sec. 

Postmasters—Continued. \Page. Sec. 
upon the return of a collection-draft on, unpaid, papers neces­

sary for suit against principal and sureties will be trans­
mitted to Department of Justice 

will be notified when their accounts have been finally settled. 
are specially instructed, when addressing the Department, to write 

tlie name of their post-office, county, and State at 
the head of tliclr letters, without abbreviation 

to address the proper bureau and division 
to avoid writing- upon more than one subject in 

the sam e letter 
not to include in one order blanks and supplies 

furnished by different bureaus\ 
not to inclose letters or receipts with their 

quarterly returns 
Post-office building, superintendent of, how appointed. 

his salary • 
may act as special agent 
allowance to, for traveling expenses as special agent 

Post-Office Department, established 
organization of the 

appointment office, and business in charge of 
appointment division 
bond division 
salary and allowance division . 
free-delivery division 
blank-agency division 1 

contract office, and business assigned to 
contract division 
inspection division 
mail equipment division '. 
division of special agents and mail depredations 
topographical division 

finance office, and business in charge of. 
division of finance 
division of postage-stamps and stamped envelopes 
division of registered letters 

, division of dead-letters 
money-order office, and business in charge of 
office of foreign mails, and business assigned to..'. 
Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Office Department, and 

business in charge of.' 
principal offices of the 
employes in the, how appointed, and how many 

their salaries 
\ to be instructed as to their duties by the Postmaster-General, 

number and names of, Sec, to be reported to Congress annually 
to take oath or affirmation 

form of oath 
before whom to be taken 

shall be subject to penalties, &c, for violation of law, with or 
without oath 

shall be exempt from militia duty and from serving on juries.. 
shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the 

mail, or act as agent, with or without compensation, for any 
contractor 

penalty for so doing 
shall not receive any fees or perquisites » 
are not permitted to hold State or municipal offices, if salary 

is over $ 1,000 
what offices are excepted .... 

penalty upon, for unlawfully detaining letters, &c, or open­
ing, Sec 

for secreting or destroying, &c, letters, &c, not con­
taining, Sec 

for misusing money-order funds or aiding*therein 
failure to pay over, &c, to be prima-facie evidence 

of embezzlement 
for willfully, &c, removing postage-stamps affixed to 

mail-matter 
for willfully neglecting to deposit any money which is 

part of the postal revenue .' 
for secreting or destroying, &c, letters, &c, in their 

possession to be carred by mail, Sec, containing any 
article of value ....'. 

for taking, Sec, any such article out of such letters 
for improperly detaining or destroying, Sec, any newspa­

per, &c , 
for knowingly using in prepayment of postage any post­

age stamps before so used ' 
for removing defacing marks from stamps, &c,with | 

intent, Sec I 108 Sec 297 

5 Sec 
5 Sec 
6 Sec. 
8 Sec. 
9 Sec. 

23 Sec 
23 Sec. 
23 Sec 
23 Sec. 

119 Sec. 
42 Sec. 78 

119 Sec 12 
119 Sec. 
119 Sec. 

29 Sec. 146 
29 Sec. 146 
38 Sec. 122 

38 Sec. 122 
79 Sec 176 
92 Sec. 45 

102 Sec. 279 
103 Sec. 279 
105 Sec. 284 
108 Sec. 297 
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Post-Office Department—Continued. 
seal for the, and how to be used 
bonds taken, and contracts entered into by, to be made to and with 

t he United States 
suits to be brought to recover money paid by the, by mistake or 

through fraud , 
fines and penalties for violations of laws of, when collected, to be 

paid into the Treasury, except, Sec • 
money derived from the sale of property of, to be deposited in the 

Treasury as part of the postal revenue 
shall not lie liable for the loss of any registered mail-matter 

Post-Offices, may be established on post-roads at the discretion of the Post­
master-General 

establishment of, to be certified to Auditor 
transportation of the mail to and from any, may be contracted for. .. 
mails shall be carried to the post-office at the court-house of any 

county without a mail -
carrying the mail to, not on any established route, may be contracted 

for 
how classed 
salary at newly established, may be temporarily fixed until, Sec 
certain, at the intersection of mail routes, may be designated as dis­

tributing or separating offices 
ĵchedule of times of arrival and departure of the mails to be posted 

m in conspicuous place in 
may be discontinued whenever, Sec -
special agents may be called on to take charge of 
advances may be made to defray the expenses of agents to examine, 
no person except, Sec, to have access to letters, newspapers, and pack­

ets in 
waste paper therein to be carefully examined, before swept out 
shall not be located in a bar-room 
shall not be allowed to become resorts for loungers or disorderly per­

sons \ 
shall be kept in clean and orderly condition 
shall be kept open every day except Sunday, during the usual hours 

of business 
and during such hours as the Ppstmaster-General may direct .. 

when discontinued, all instructions, circulars, and orders received 
and all property, Sec, to be turned over 

also all stamps, stamped envelopes, &c 
penalty for professing to keep, without authority « 

for misusing the, establishment by opening correspondence, 
&c, with intent to defraud, and placing, &c, letters in 

for forcibly breaking into any, with intent, Sec, or attempting 
to do so 

branch, or postal stations may be established within any post-office 
delivery 

regulations for the government of, to be prescribed 
letters not to be sent to, for delivery contrary to request, Sec... 
expenses of, Sec, to be kept in separate account 
assistant postmasters or clerks in charge of, may be authorized 

to issue postal money-orders 
postmasters and sureties on bond accountable for 

must be frequently visited by postmaster to see that regula­
tions are enforced • 

applications for, must be*made to First Assistant Postmaster-
General 

persons calling at, for mails to be informed that delivery will 
be made by carriers i 

but may be made to the party calling 
mails to and from, must be conveyed with the greatest dispatch 
the advertised list of letters must designate those remaining at 

Post-roads, mails shall be carried on all, established by law, how often 
post-offices may be established at all such places on, as, Sec 
establishment 6f, to be certified to Auditor 
what to be deemed 
if more than one road, the Postmaster-General may direct which to 

be the post-road 
terminus of, connecting with railways may be changed 
service may be discontinued on any road whenever, &c 

Post-route, service over a route not established by law, when to cease 
stage-coaches, Sec, performing regular trips on a, are prohibited from 

carrying letters otherwise than in the mail, except, &c 
Post-routes, private expresses for the conveyance of letters shall not be 

established over '. , 
penalty for 

special agents may seize letters, bags, Sec, carried contrary to law on. 
penalty upon owners of certain vehicles for carrying letters or pack­

ets over, otherwise than in the mail 
Pouches. See Mail-pouches. 

Page. Sec. 
8 Sec. 5 

119 Sec. 13 
111 Sec 50 
33 Sec. 57 
32 Sec. 42 
75 Sec. 129 
14 Sec. 61 
14 Sec. 61 
42 Sec. 209 
43 Sec. 216 
21 Sec. 221 
27 Sec 80 
16 Sec 81 
17 Sec 86 
16 Sec. 70 

< 18 Sec 91 
I 41 Sec. 208 
11 Sec 28 
33 Sec. 48 

15 Sec. 

93 Sec. 62 
90 Sec. 301 

107 Sec 293 
61 Sec 98 
61 Sec 98 
61 Sec. 98 
61 Sec. 101 
34 Sec. 104 
35 Sec. 104 

190 Sec 236 

41 Sec 215 
40 Sec. 61 
40 Sec 61 
40 Sec. 200 
40 Sec 206 
40 Sec. 207 
41 Sec 208 
20fSec 209 

50 Sec. 228 
50 Sec. 228 
52 Sec 236 
50 Sec. 231 

Page. Sec. 

284 Sec. 690 

154 Sec 
154 Sec 
154 Sec 
154 Sec. 35 
154 Sec. 35 

154 Sec 36 

155 Sec. 43 
221 Sec. 388 

191 Sec 242 

191 Sec. 237 
191 Sec. 237 
191 Sec. 238 
191 Sec. 239 

193 Sec 254 

212 Sec 342 



411 

INDEX TO THE POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

Printed matter, remaining in any post-office, how disposed of 
amount of postage on, to be verified by oath when required 
samples, or patterns cannot be registered to countries under which 

no fee is stated 
Printing, cost of, may be allowed to postmasters of first and second classes, 

and at New York City : 
Prints of an indecent character shall not be carried in the mail 

penalty for knowingly depositing, &c, for mailing 
for taking from the mail, for the purpose of disposing of 

search for, and seizure of, to be made, how, and by whom 
Priority of payments, demands in suits under the postal laws shall have, &c 
Prisoners arrested for offenses against the postal laws should be put in 

charge of regular law-officers, &c 
before whom to be taken for examination 
may be taken before nearest justice of the peace 

act giving jurisdiction to 
sureties required of witnesses when 
special report to be made to chief of division of mail depredations... 

report must show what -
Private expresses shall not be established for the conveyance of letters, 

packets, &c, over any post-route outside of the mail 
penalty 

upon each person acting, aiding, or assisting therein ...'. 
mail-carriers, contractors, or stage-drivers cannot lawfully carry let­

ters, &c, out of the mail, unless prepaid by stamped'envelopes, 
&c 

penalty upon persons concerned in carrying the mail for re­
ceiving or carrying, contrary to law 

all vehicles, or vessels performing regular trips on a post-route, Sec, 
are prohibited from conveying letters, Sec, otherwise than in the 
mail, except, &c 

penalty upon owners of vehicles, &c, for knowingly convey­
ing any person acting as a, for conveyance of letters and packets' 

for sending letters, Sec, by 
upon owners of certain vehicles for carrying any letter, 

&c, otherwise than in the mail 
for carrying any letter, except in the mail, on any vessel 

that carries the mail -
vessels arriving, Sec, not to make entry until all letters on board are 

delivered at nearest post-office 
sworn declaration of master required 

form of declaration 
penalty upon master who shall break bulk before he has deliv­

ered," &c 
vesselsl eaving, &c, for a foreign port shall not receive on board let­

ters not 1 elating to cargo, Sec 
sworn declaration required before clearance 

seizure of letters, Sec, conveyed contrary to law authorized 
postmaster receiving information, Sec, will give notice, Sec, to 

the collector or, Sec 
collector or, &c, to search for, and seize, &c 
one-half of penalties recovered to be paid to officer seizing 
if no officer authorized to seize, Sec, resides in the vicinity, 

the appointment of a special agent to be applied for 
special agents when instructed, and collectors, shall search ves­

sels for"letters, &c 
may seize letters, bags, &c, carried contrary to law on 

any vessel or post-route 
packages, &c, seized by, &c, shall be forfeited 

proceedings to inforce forfeiture 
transmission of letters by private hands, not prohibited 
letters prepaid by stamps, cannot lawfully be carried out of the 

mails 
inclosed in stamped envelopes, &c may be sent̂ otherwise than 

by mail 
this section may be suspended 

are permitted to be carried by steamboats, railroads, express 
companies, &c, outside of the mail, when covered by stamped 
envelopes , 

relating solely to cargo, &c, not required to be so in­
closed 

packets, newspapers, (unless' in use,) printed circulars, not to 
be carried by any person on any foreign'mail-packet, except 
in stamped envelopes, Sec 

Proof-sheets of postal conventions to be revised at the Post-Office Depart­
ment 

Page. 
14 Sec 
17 Sec. 

postage on, corrected, if corrections be of typographical errors only, 
one cent for each two ounces or fraction thereof 1. 

but if newT matter be introduced, letter-rates 
Property, inventories of, in charge of the Postmaster-General to be kept... 

inventories of, to be taken by postmaster on taking charge of post-
office •. 

LAW. 
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137 Sec 
137 Sec 
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113 Sec. 

50 Sec. 
99 Sec. 
99 Sec 

99 Sec. 227 

50 Sec. 
50 Sec. 
50 Sec 
51 Sec. 
51 Sec 
51 Sec. 
51 Sec. 
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51 Sec 234 
51 Sec. 
51 Sec. 
52 Sec. 

52 Sec 235 

52 Sec. 235 
52 Sec. 
52 Sec. 
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52 Sec 

52 Sec. 
52 Sec 

11 Sec. 
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280 Sec. 673 
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211 Sec. 340 

212 Sec. 34i 
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211 Sec. 341 

174 Sec. 129 
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Property—Gontinued. 
postmaster and sureties responsible for, until 
to be turned over on retiring to successor 
record of, to be kept 
money derived from the sale of, stolen from the mail shall be depos­

ited as part of the postal revenue 
stolen from the mail may be delivered to the owner upon satisfactory 

evidence .' 
proceeds of, stolen from the mail will be delivered to owner 
penalty upon employes for willfully neglecting to deposit any money 

derived from the sale of, of the Department 
for stealing any, belonging to the Department or aiding therein. 

if value of, is twenty-five dollars or more 
if less than twenty-five dollars 

of delinquent postmasters, contractors, or other employes may be 
attached in cases of debts due from them '. 

if they are non-residents 
or have conveyed, or are about,to convey it away 
may be seized in the district whither removed 

warrant of attachment of, when to issue and how to be executed 
remedy of party whose property is attached 

plea in abatement 
~» ssues raised, how to be tried 

parties claiming specific return of, confined to this 
remedy, but, Sec 

proceeds of, if sold, or income, how to be invested, Sec 
after publication of notice of attachment, persons indebted, or 

having, of defendants to account therefor, Sec 
personal notice to be served on persons known to have such, 

but, &o 
any disposal of such, to be void 

Proposals for carrying*the mail shall be invited by advertising before con­
tracts are made, once a week for six weeks or more 

in what newspapers 
how selected 

advertisements to describe route, time, and frequency. 
not to be paid for without having been requested 

for carrying the mail through foreign countries to be advertised for.. 
contracts with owners of steamboats, or steamships on United States 

waters, may be made without advertising 
and with railroad companies 

for carrying foreign mails to be advertised 
how to be made 

Page. Sec. 
11 Sec. 28 

16 Sec. 71 
32 Sec 42 
14 Sec 51 

bidders should first propose strictly according to advertise­
ment, and then, if they desire, separately for different service 

only one route should be bid for in a proposal; consolidated 
bids are prohibited 

route, service, pay, name, and residence of bidder should be dis­
tinctly stated 

blank proposals furnished by the Department should be used .. 
altered bids should not be submitted 
bids once submitted should not be withdrawn 

but withdrawals allowed if made twenty-four hours pre­
vious to time fixed for opening 

a modification of bid, &c, cannot be received after, Sec . 
new bid must be made 

bids that propose to transport the mails with " celerity, cer­
tainty, and security " are the only legal bids ' 

bids received alter the time named in advertisement not, to be 
considered in competition with bids, &c, received in time 

nor if unaccompanied by guarantee and certificate 
right to reject extravagant bids reserved by the Department .. 

and to disregard the bids of failing contractors and bid­
ders 

bids of any person who has negligently failed to perform a for­
mer contract not to be considered..'. 

or who has entered into combination to induce another 
person not to bid 

contract of any person so offending to be annulled 
shall be made with the next lowest bidder when, &c, if, Sec .... 

difference in price of, to be charged to failing bidder 
if bid too high, service to be re-advertised 

must be guaranteed by two responsible persens 
shall not be considered unless accompanied by such guarantee.. 
sufficiency of guarantors must be certified by a postmaster 
certificates of the sufficiency of guarantors not to be given by 

postmasters without knowing, Sec 
penalty upon postmaster, Sec, for certifying to suffi­

ciency of guarantors, Sec, before guarantees signed, 
Sec, or knowingly making a false certificate, &c 

shall have oath of bidder's ability, good faith, Sec, affixed 
bidders not released until contract shall have been executed ... 

92 Sec. 45 
106 Sec 290 
106 Sec 290 
106 Sec 290 
116 Sec. 318 
116 Sec 318 
116 Sec. 318 
116 Sec 318 
116 Sec 320 
117 Sec. 321 
117 Sec. 321 
117 Sec. 321 
117 Sec. 321 
117 Sec. 322 
117 Sec 324 
117 Sec' 324 
117 Sec. 324 
44 Sec. 243 
44 Sec. 243 
44 Sec. 243 
44 Sec. 243 
44 Sec. 243 
49 Sec. 263 
49 Sec 264 
49 Sec. 265 
56 Sec. 267 
45 Sec. {245 

44 Sec. 244 

45 Sec. 245 

45 Sec. 249 
46 Sec. 250 
46 Sec 250 
46 Sec 251 
46 Sec 251 
46 Sec. 251 
45 Sec. 245 
45 Sec. 245 
45 Sec. 246 

45 Sec. 247 
45 Sec. 246 
47 Sec. 252 

Page. Sec. 
155 Sec. 43 
250 Sec. 537 

271 Sec. 634 
271 Sec. 634 

195 Sec. 267 
195 Sec. 268 
195 Sec. 269 
195 Sec 270 
195 Sec 271 
195 Sec. 271 
195 Sec. 271 
196 Sec 276 
196 Sec. 276 
196 Sec 275 
195 Sec. 266 
195 Sec. 266 
196 Sec. 273 
196 Sec 273 
196 Sec. 273 
194 Sec. 262 

195 Sec. 272 
195 Sec. 266 
196 Sec. 272 
196 Sec 277 

196 Sec. 272 
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Proposals for carrying the mails—Continued. 
bidders upon routes where compensation exceeds $5,000, shall 

accompany their bids with certified check, &c 
amount of check 
to be forfeited in case of failure to execute contract 
to be returned if contract shall be executed and service 

commenced 
are expected to perform the service through the whole term of 

the contract 
action against failing bidder to accrue on the execution of final 

contract 
shall not be released from obligations until, Sec 
contracts shall be awarded to the lowest bidder 
bidders receiving an award of contract, and wrongfully refus­

ing to enter into contract, to be guilty of, Sec 
penalty for, &e 

Page. Sec. 
47 Sec. 253 
47 Sec 253 
47 Sec. 253 
47 Sec. 253 

shall not receive pay until contract has been executed, 
ill " 

form contracts. legal liabilities will be enforced against, on failure to per-

46 Sec. 251 
47 Sec. 252 
45 Sec. 249 
47 Sec 254 
47 Sec. 254 
48 Sec. 259 

should be signed plainly with the full name of the person 
shall be delivered and kept sealed until bidding is closed , 
when and how opened 
for route omitted at the regular letting shall be opened, when 
abstracts of, shall be recorded in detail 

shall be reported to Congress annually 
originals of, shall be filed and preserved 
penalty for forging, &c, any proposal with intent to defraud 

for knowingly uttering such forged writing 
Prosecution. See Penalties. 
Publications. See Newspapers. 

having the form of ,a newspaper, but printed for gratuitous circula­
tion, cannot be sent by mail to persons not actual subscribers 

issued without disclosiug the office of publication, or containing a 
fictitious statement thereof, must not be forwarded unless prepaid 
at transient rates 

Publishers may inclose subscription-bills in their publications to regular 
subscribers 

and receipts 
may write upon wrappers date when subscription expires 
may fold a supplement within their regular issues 

but the supplement must be genuine 
cannot send specimen numbers without prepaying postage 
prospectuses of, are to be charged as circulars, with postage in ad­

vance 
corrected proof-sheets sent by, or to, will be charged as third-class 

matter if corrections be of typographical errors only 
but if new matter bo introduced, or information be asked or 

given, to be subject to letter-postage 
oath required of, as to transmission of printed matter 
penalty upon, for unlawfully sending newspapers, &c, to other than 

regular subscribers, Sec, or of refusing affidavit 
of periodicals and newspapers remaining in any office paying postage 

due thereon, the same are not to be disposed of 
to be notified when any subscriber refuses to take the same 

from the office for one month 
route-agents may receive packages of newspapers from 

Punishment. See Penalties. 
Quarterly accounts. See Accounts, Quarterly returns. 
Quarterly returns, prompt rendition of, shall be enforced 

must be forwarded to Auditor at the close of every quarter 
all delinquencies in rendering, shall be reported by the Auditor 
penalty for neglecting to render, for one month after the time 

though mailed, postmaster not discharged from penaltv, unless, 
&c i ." 

if not rendered at the time of trial, &c 
must be made on the regular blanks furnished 
must not include more than the business of one quarter 
must be rendered by out-going postmaster to, and including, the day 

upon which the office is delivered up 
successor to render for remainder of the quarter, unless, &c 

may be rendered by assistants, deputies, or sureties, in case of death 
of postmaster, to and including, Sec 

how to be signed 
manner of rendering not changed by execution of new bond 
how to be put up and addressed 
must bear printed label furnished to offices of first, second, and third 

classes 
receipts, letters, and papers not belonging' to, must] 

never be inclosed with, but in a separate envelope. 
statement of stamps, &c, received must be sent with, by offices of the 

first, second, and third classes 
transcripts only, not the original accounts, must be sent with 

44 Sec. 244 
44 Sec 244 
48 Sec 257 
45 Sec. 248 
8 Sec 8 

45 Sec. 248 
107 Sec 294 
107 Sec. 294 

63 Sec. 141 
63 Sec 141 

71 Sec. 162 
71 Sec. 162 
14 Sec. 59 
29 Sec. 140 
70 Sec. 144 

8 Sec. 6 
121 Sec. 22 
26 Sec. 74 

26 Sec 74 

Page. Sec. 

196 Sec. 274 

196 Sec. 275 

196 Sec. 277 | 
196 Sec 272 

172 Sec. 116 

172 Sec. 115 
173 Sec. 121 
176 Sec. 143 
173 Sec 121 
174 Sec 128 
174 Sec. 128 
174 Sec 128 
174 Sec. 128 
174 Sec 129 
174 Sec. 129 
177 Sec 146 

233 Sec. 455 
233 Sec. 457 
174 Sec. 126 

246 Sec 513 
250 Sec 539 
250 Sec. 540 
248 Sec. 526 
248 Sec 528 
248 Sec. 530 
248 Sec. 530 
249 Sec 531 
249 Sec. 534 
249 Sec. 532 
247 Sec. 518 
248. Sec. 528 
247 Sec. 519 
248 Sec. 529 
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Quarterly returns—Continued. 
copies of, certified by Auditor under seal shall be admitted as evi­

dence 
are composed of what papers and accounts 

account of money received on mails sent 
may be disposed of, preserving, Sec 

account of unpaid postages on mails received. 
form of transcript 

account of regular newspapers and pamphlets received 
how to be kept 
account of all printed matter other than, Sec, must be 

kept --
postage collected, for the quarter only to be accounted for 
out-going postmaster to turn over, &c, all advance post­

ages collected 
transcript of, to be forwarded to Auditor with quarterly 

return 
if not sent, postmaster will be charged, &c. 

form of newspaper transcript 
account of ship and steamboat letters received, where, &c 
account of letters sent by sea 
accounts and receipts for contingent expenses 

Page. Sec. 
114 Sec. 312 

14 Sec. 58 

account of dead-letters with postages unpaid. form of dead-letter bil 
account-current 

should never be sent without the transcripts, nor the 
transcripts without the account-current 

postmaster's signature should be attached to each paper 
should be signed by postmaster himself, unless, &e 
if signed by assistant, how 
are examined as received and corrected 
notification of errors sent to first, second, and third class 

offices 
sworn statement to accompany, as to amount received 

from box-rents, postages, moneys collected, Sec 
form of oath 
false swearing therein to be perjury 

sworn statement to be made as to amount of receipts in 
re-adjusting salary 

blank forms for, furnished by First Assistant Postmaster-
General 

a year's supply should be kept 
form of 
how to be made out 

all blanks to be filled and columns added 
balance due on former quarters not to be inserted.. 
vouchers for expenses charged in, must accompany. 

printer's receipt for advertising letters must 
state the number, &c 

the whole amount paid for advertising must be 
charged on No. 6 

postages on dead-letters returned should include 
amount paid for advertising 

a complete dead-letter bill for the whole quarter 
must be sent with 

money-order business should not be entered on 
amounts paid contractors, mail-messengers, &c, not 

* to be charged in 
nor damaged stamps, &c, returned 

items relating to previous quarters not to be en­
tered in subsequent returns 

charges for contingent expenses will not be allowed 
unless accompanied by a receipted bill 

fees paid for administering oaths to, not allowed... 
class and name of the office, name of the State, post­

master, Sec, must be indorsed on the back of. 
Railway companies carrying the mail shall carry on any train all mailable 

matter directed, with the person in charge, Sec ' 
contracts may be made with, without advertising for bids therefor... 
compensation of, having land-grants . 

shall be re-adjusted according to the average weight of mails 
upon conditions that, Sec 

average weight, how ascertained 
if those now furnishing railway post-office cars shall refuse to 

provide such cars, they shall riot be entitled to increase of pay. 
additional, may be allowed for increase in length of cars 

length of cars required shall be determined by the Post-
Office Department, and shall be properly fitted up, Sec.. 

Railway postal-service, agents to superintend the, may be appointed. (See 
Special agents) 

their salary and allowance 1 
to be paid out of what appropriation 

26 Sec 73 
26 Sec 73 
27 Sec 83 

43 Sec. 213 
49 Sec 265 
43 Sec. 214 

135 Sec. — 
135 Sec. — 
135 Sec. — 
135 Sec. — 
135 Sec. — 
12 Sec. 
42 Sec. 
12 Sec 
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256 
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249 Sec. 534 
249 Sec 534 
249 Sec. 535 
249 Sec 535 
249 Sec 536 
249 Sec 536 

254 Sec. 553 
254 Sec. 553 
255 Sec. — 
251 Sec 541 
247 Sec. 515 
253 Sec 542 
253 Sec. 542 
253 Sec 543 
253 Sec 544 
253 Sec. 546 
253 Sec 547 
253 Sec 548 
258 Sec. 563 
252 Sec 541 
253 Sec. 549 
254 Sec. 550 
254 Sec 551 
254 Sec 552 
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Railway postal-service—Continued. 
assistant superintendents of the 

Railway post-office cars, increased compensation to be paid to railway com­
panies who furnish '..... 

any railroad company now furnishing, refusing to provide such, not 
entitled to increase of compensation 

additional compensation may be allowed for increase in length of 
length of, required,shall be determined by the Post-Office Department 

, shall be properly fitted up, Sec, for the accommodation of clerks, Sec.. 
' are strictly private, and not to be entered by any person, except,'Sec.. 
penalty upon owners of, for knowingly carrying any person acting 

as a private express for the conveyance of letters and packets 
upon certain, for carrying letters or packets otherwise than in the 

mail over post-routes 
Railway post-office clerks may be appointed for assorting and distributing 

the mails in railway post-offices 
are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General 
their salary 
must take'the official oath 

form of oath 
shall receive and deliver any mail-matter presented if prepaid, Sec ... 

no fees shall be allowed therefor 
shall not receive any fees or perquisites 
general principles governing the distribution and making up of mail-

matter : 
head clerks to be designated, where, &c 

will have charge of and be accountable for property 
will see that mails are properly made up and put upon proper 

routes 
will attend personally to the distribution of the letter -mail 
will not consider their labor ended until whole mail has been 

distributed, pouched, and transmitted .' 
will promptly notify superintendent of any change of schedule 

on their own line, or, &c 
will report all cases of mails burned or otherwise injured 
will accompany the mails to and from the initial and terminal. 

offices of their routes 
will register their names and the day and hour of their de­

parture and arrival 1 
will note in the register all failures to connect, Sec, .and al 

irregularities, &c 
will sign with their official signatures all replies to official in­

quiries 
will keep on hand a supply of postage-stamps for the accom­

modation of the public at the cars 
will keep a record of additional instructions that may be sent 

to them '. 
will obey the orders of their head clerks 

will receive and properly distribute all mail-matter sent to 
them or placed in railway post-office letter-boxes, or, &e...... 

letter-mails for other railway post-offices and distributing offices 
will in all cases be made tip separately by States 

in letter-mails for post-offices, letters for delivery to be in pack­
ages by themselves, and letters for distribution in separate 
packages 

packages made up by States need not be opened unless, &c 
sent for delivery must be tied with twine, with letter 

bearing name of office faced out on both sides 
only the unpaid postages in, should be post-billed .. 

sent for distribution must be tied, using "facing-slips " 
in the address 

no bills of unpaid postages with these 
letter packages made up for distribution should have 

slip bearing name of office to which package is made 
up, with name, date, Sec 

slips received to be forwarded daily, with errors 
noted 

to be marked "OK" if no errors, &c 

\Page. . 
12 Sec. 

Sec. 
35 

135 Sec — 
135 Sec. — 
135 Sec. — 
135 Sec. — 
135 Sec. — 

50 Sec. 229 
50 Sec. 231 
84 Sec 40 
84 Sec. 40 
84 Sec. 40 
23 Sec. 15 
23 Sec. 15 
84 Sec. 226 
84 Sec. 226 

119 Sec. 14 

in making up mails for delivery to pass intact, Sec, will mail direct 
will also make up packages for distribution «in such distributing 

offices as they may be instructed to do 
will carefully distribute and make up mails by the schemes furnished. 
letters sent to a route-agent should be made up, how 

all unpaid, should be billed and mailed direct 
letters deposited in the railway post-office wholly unpaid, or with 

less than one full rate prepaid, except soldiers' and sailors', to be 
regarded as unmailable 

received from any source bearing stamps previously used or 
cut from stamped envelopes, and letters not addressed or 
badly addressed, how to be treated. 

letters deposited, &c, must be carefully postmarked and stamps 
thereon effectually canceled 

Page. Sec. 

292 Sec 733 

152 Sec 21 
150 Sec 14 
151 Sec 14 

2S8 Sec. 704 
288 Sec. 705 
288 Sec 706 
288 Sec. 706 
288 Sec 706 
288 Sec. 707 
292 Sec. 728 
294 Sec. 744 
292 Sec. 731 
292 Sec. 731 
292 Sec. 731 
292 Sec. 732 
292 Sec. 734 
294 Sec. 749 
288 Sec. 707 
288 Sec. 70^ 
289 Sec 710 

289 Sec 711 
289 Sec 709 289 Sec. 712 
289 Sec 712 
289 Sec. 712 
289 Sec. 712 

289 .Sec 713 
289 Sec. 713 
289 Sec. 713 
289 Sec. 714 
289 Sec 714 
290 Sec. 716 
290 Sec. 717 
290 Sec 717 

291 Sec. 725 

291 Sec. 726 
290 Sec. 715 
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Railway post-office clerks—Continued. 
will exclude from the mails all packages containing liquids, poison, 

glass, explosive chemicals, Sec 
all books, circulars, prints, &c, of an obscene character 

will make a regular exchange of through pouches with such offices, 
Sec, as directed 

pouches in transit not to be withheld or diverted from destina­
tions * 

to be regularly exchanged with those of other clerks, Sec, at 
meeting-points ' 

pouches, locks, and labels to be regularly returned to offices, 
Sec, which send them 

exchanges of letter-mails between post-offices must always be 
madein locked pouches 

a pouch, duly locked, must be furnished whenever one is due, 
whether there is any letter-mail or not 

are expected to use extraordinary vigilance in guarding the mails 
mails must ndt be left for a moment exposed, day or night 

if found exposed after having passed from their hands, 
case to be reported 

the railway post-office is strictly private, and not to be entered 
by any person except, &c 

are expected to post themselves as to the proper rates of postage and 
in the laws and regulations 

are required to note'in a book the numbers, postmark, date, and ad­
dress of all registered packages, of envelopes, &c, passing through 
their hands, and the disposition made of them 

to obtain receipt for each, from the person to whom they may 
deliver it 

receipts to be stamped as many times as there may be 
. packages 

receipts for registered packages, how to be taken. 
are forbidden to absent themselves from their lines or transfer their 

duties to a substitute without written permission 
are instructed to make careful examination of waste-paper passing 

from their offices, to see that it does not contain letters, &c 
to remain on duty the whole length of their runs 
under no circumstances to deliver a mail where there is not a 

regularly established post-office 
not to make a delivery at the cars of letters in transit to any 

person whatever ...' 
not to permit postmasters to count stamps on letters deposited 

in the cars for mailing pending the adjustment of their salary. 
not to permit indorsements upon letters, or additions thereto, 

except to correct error in the direction 
to register their names and the day and hour of their departure 

and arrival 
to note in the register all failures to connect, &c, and all irregu­

larities, &c '. 
to sign all replies to official inquiries with their official signa­

tures 
to avoid discussions, Sec 
not to traffic iu merchandise 
not to impart information touching correspondence passing 

through their hands 
or concerning probable vacanies in railway post-offices.. 

nor to aid in procuring appointments to such va­
cancies .' 

to avoid the use of intoxicating liquors 
to leave their address with the superintendent or, Sec, so that 

they can be found when needed 
not to leave their places of residence when off duty without 

first notifying superintendent 
to respect and obey the rules of the railwav companies 
to comply with all the instructions of the Department 

ignorance will never be considered an excuse, &c 
to observe the strictest courtesy in their official intercourse 

with the public and with each other. *. 
and on their resignation or removal to turn over to their suc­

cessors the mail-keys, property, records, Sec, in their pos­
session 

Railway post-offices, clerks may be appointed for assorting and distribut 
ing the mail in 

Rail way-routes, compensation for carrying the mails on, shall be re-adjusted, 
&c 

if Postmaster-General is unable to contract for carrying the mail in, 
at maximum rates, he may separate letter-mail, &b 

Railways are declared to be post-roads 
pay for carrying the mail on, shall be graduated according to average 

weight of mails, and length of cars , 

Sec. 

84 Sec 40 
135 Sec. 

\Page. Sec. 
167 Sec. 87 
167 Sec. 88 
290 Sec. 716 
290 Sec 718 
290 Sec 719 
290 Sec. 720 
294 Sec 746 
294 Sec. 746 
291 Sec 723 
291 Sec 723 
291 Sec 723 
292 Sec. 733 
291 Sec. 727 

290 Sec 721 
291 Sec. 721 
291 Sec. 722 
239 Sec. 487 
239 Sec. 488 
239 Sec. 489 
239 Sec. 590 
292 Sec 729 
291 Sec. 724 
292 Sec. 730 
294. Sec* 746 
294 Sec. 745 
293 Sec. 738 
293 Sec. 737 
292 Sec. 731 
292 Sec. 731 
292 Sec. 732 
293 Sec. 735 
293 Sec. 736 
293 Sec. 737 
293 Sec 740 
293 Sec 740 
293 Sec 743 
294 Sec 747 
294 Sec. 747 
293 Sec. 742 
294 Sec. 748 
294 Sec. 748 
293 Sec. 741 
263 Sec. 589 
293 Sec. 739 

43 Sec. 
40 Sec. 

135 Sec 
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Railways—Continued. 
average weight, how ascertained — 

penalty upon owners of, for knowingly carrying any person acting 
as a private express, for conveyance of letters and packets 

for carrying letters and packets otherwise than in the mail 
over post-routes 

are permitted to carry and deliver letters, when covered by stamped 
envelopes, provided, &c 

only letters relating solely to cargo may be lawfully carried 
not so inclosed, over a mail-route outside the mail 

no fees allowed to any, which carries the mail, nor to any person on 
board 

Receipts. See Revenue. 
for amounts paid to contractors, &c, must be transmitted by the 

very first mail after payment is made 
mus*t be taken on the blank forms furnished 
manuscript receipts are illegal 

and for payments made to mail-messengers 
must never be inclosed with quarterly returns, but 

in a separate envelope 
shall be taken upon the delivery of registered mail-matter, showing, 

Sec, to be returned to the sender 
to be evidence of delivery 

for subscription may be inclosed in newspapers without subjecting, 
Sec, to extra postage 

Receivers, penalty for knowingly receiving, Sec, any article of value stolen 
from the mail, or aiding therein 

may be tried before the thief 
Reoeiving-boxes. See Letter-boxes, street. 
Record to be kept by postmasters of stamps, books, receipts, &c 

. to be preserved and delivered to successors 
to be subject to examination by any special agent 

public, penalty for altering or forging, &c, any, with intent to de­
fraud 

for knowingly altering such forged writing 
transcripts of, how authenticated 

Registers of times of arrival and departure of mails to be kept 
Registration of letters, only fully prepaid letters can be registered 

fees for, on domestic letters, 15 cents in addition to postage 
on letters to foreign countries 
fractional-currency letters to be registered without fee 

Page. Sec. 
135 Sec. — 
99 Sec 229 

100 Sec 231 

regulations for 
official letters of the Department shall be registered free of charge.. 
blanks required, and by whom furnished 

supply to be kept on hand 
not to be borrowed, unless, &c 

when letters are presented for registration, duty of postmaster 
entries, record, and mailing 
how to be billed and enveloped 
postmasters at distributing-offices to retain original number... 

weight of package limited to four pounds -
registered letters must never be sent except in registered-package 

envelopes 
if package too large, Sec, how to be wrapped 
not to be tied or wrapped with other letters 
how to be numbered 
how to be receipted for 

subsequent receipts during transmission 
number to be recorded during transmission'. 
at separating-offices, postmasters to make note of registered 

matter ' '. 
receipts not to be given for, without careful examination 
route-agents, Sec, how to obtain receipts for 

,, in leather pouch, separate, 

75 Sec. 128 
75 Sec. 128 

70 Sec 141 
104 Sec. 283 
105 Sec. 283 16 Sec 
16 Sec. 
16 Sec. 

107 Sec 294 
107 Sec. 294 

8 Sec. 5 
16 Sec. 70 

75 Sec 127 
75 Sec 190 

75 Sec 127 

must be carried by route-agents, &c 
&c.A must be kept by postmasters, secure and separate 

pouch containing, by whom to be opened and how 
how to be delivered by postmasters 

by carriers 
any unpaid postage on, to be collected 
may be forwarded on written request 

without additional fee or postage 
"request," to be returned to postmasters if bearing writer's 

name 
if not, to be sent to dead-letter office 
" returned," to be delivered to writer, &c 

when not received by postmaster, return-bill to be indorsed and 
sent back, and facts reported, Sec 

envelopes of, to be kept for twelve mouths , 
27 P G 

Page. Sec. 

212 Sec 342 
177 Sec 151 
177 Sec. 152 
183 Sec. 190 

217 Sec. 361 
216 Sec. 353 
216 Sec. 353 
214 Sec. 10 
247 Sec. 519 

176 Sec. 143 

250 Sec. 537 
250 Sec. 538 

235 Sec. 
235 Sec 
235 Sec. 
243 Sec 
243 Sec 

Sec. 
236 Sec. 470 

Sec 471 
236 Sec 
236 Sec 
236 Sec. 
237 Sec. 
237 Sec 
237 Sec. 
238 See. 

472 
473; 
474| 
475 ! 
476! 
477! 
47̂i 

238 Sec 480 
237 Sec. 478 
238 Sec. 481 
238 Sec. 482 
238 Sec 483 
238 Sec. 484 
235 Sec. 485 
239 Sec 486 
239 Sec 487 
239 Sec 488 

Sec 489 
Sec. 49;> 

240 Sec 490 
240 Sec. 491 
240 Sec 492 
240 Sec. 493 ! 
243 Sec 504 I 
24! Sec. 494; 
241 Sec. 495 j 
241 See. 495; 
241 Sec 496 
241 Sec. 496 : 

241 Sec. 497! 
241 Sec 498: 
2'42 Sec 499' 
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Registration of letters—Continued. 
reports to be made quarterly 

responsibility of postmasters in regard to 
postmasters and others, to report any neglect of these regulations, 

at distributing-offices, how to proceed 

Page. 

foreign countries to which letters can be registered. 
no " return registered-letter receipt" used 
instructions 

"Registered mail-matter, receipts taken upon the delivery of, shall be evi­
dence of delivery 

Departnient'or its revenue shall not be liable for loss of 
Registered packages, damaged postage-stamps returned to Department 

must be sent in 
if not, and lost, postmaster will not receive credit 

stamped envelopes, &c, redeemed; must be sent to Department in .. 
after forwarding, from a distributing-office if no " correct " re­

turn bill is received how to proceed 
postmasters, Sec, will be held accountable for all, passing through 

their hands : 
when re-wrapped must invariably bear the original registered 

number T perfect chain of receipts for, to be obtained by route-agents, Sec 
Regulations, instructions and, promulgated by the Postmaster-General 

conformably to law are entitled to the same respect as acts of Congress. 
bond of postmasters conditioned for the observance of 
postmasters should acquire a thorough knowledge of their duties 

from the * 
ignosance of the law and, cannot be accepted as an excuse for their 

violation 
disregard of, entails upon postmasters, contractors and employes the 

same penalties as a violation of a law of Congress 
employes when in doubt as to any portion of their duty should ad­

dress the Department 
affecting accounts, or originating a claim, shall be certified to the 

Auditor 
for the government of branch offices to be prescribed 

Removals. See Appointments. 
Rent, office, reasonable allowance may be made upon the order of the Post­

master-General for the necessary expenses of 
to mail-agents at foreign ports 
to postal-agents in China and Japan 
to the postmaster at New York city 
to postmasters of the first and second classes 

expenditures for, allowed to what offices 
of boxes, quarterly account of money received for, by postmasters 

to be rendered under oath '. 
of lock-boxes to be paid when put up by private parties 

Request envelopes, stamped envelopes bearing a request for the return, 
&c, with name and address of parties printed, will be furnished without 
extra charge for printing 

no order to be taken on credit, except, Sec 
or for less than five hundred 

requisitions for, how to be made 
blank-forms for ordering, supplied 
are to be accounted for, how 

Request letters, a request to return letter to writer may be printed on 
stamped envelopes 

letters if prepaid not called for-, &c, bearing special request for their 
return, must bo promptly returned at expiration of time specified.. 

if time not specified, at expiration of thirty days 
if prepaid, and bearing name and address of writer, also to be re­

turned 
but not unless full postage due was prepaid 

not to be advertised 
dates of receiving and of remailiug to be stamped thereon, and, &c... 
if, after their return, not delivered within one mouth, to be sent to 

dead-letter office 
statement of whole number returned each quarter to be sent by 

special letter to Third Assistant Postmaster-General 
Revenue, postal, all money unclaimed iu dead-letters, stolen from the mail 

and recovered, accruing from fines and penalties, derived from the sale 
of public property, Sec, shall be deposited in the Treasury as part of 
the ..." 

all postages, box-rents, and other receipts shall be accounted for as 
part of the 

any part thereof not collected, postmasters shall be held ac­
countable for-, as if collected 

record of receipts for postages, box-rents, Sec, to be kept 
when collected, shall be paid into the Treasury 

the Treasurer to give duplicate receipts therefor 

75 Sec. 128 
75 Sec 129 

15 Sec. 65 

12 Sec. 
19 Sec. 

12 Sec. 
12 Sec 
13 Sec. 
28 Sec 
28 Sec. 

25 Sec. 
23 Sec. 

77 Sec. 169 
83 Sec. 198 

32 Sec. 42 
32 Sec. 43 
32 Sec. 
16 Sec. 
33 Sec. 
33 Sec. 

Page. See. 
242 Sec. 500 
243 Sec. 507 
242 Sec 502 
242 Sec. 503 
235 Sec. 465 

466,467 
236 Sec 468 

469 
238 Sec. 479 
242 Sec 501 

220 Sec. 378 
220 Sec. 378 
223 Sec. 400 
225 Sec 410 
225 Sec. 411 
225 See. 412 
239 Sec 489 
144 Sec — 

156 Sec 51 
156 Sec 51 
144 Sec — 
14. Sec. — 

159 Sec. 62 

220 Sec. 374 
220 Sec. 374 
220 Sec. 374 
220 Sec. 375 
220 Sec. 376 
221 Sec. 380 

231 Sec 440 
231 Sec 440 
231 Sec 441 
231 Sec. 442 
228 Sec. 421 
231 Sec. 446 
232 Sec 447 
232 Sec. 448 
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REGULA­
TIONS. 

Revenue, postal—Continued. 
salary and authorized expenses of postmaster may be deducted from 

receipts - - - -
sworn statement may be required to accompany postmaster's account 

of receipts : 
false swearing therein to be perjury 

at Washington, and at cities where there is an assistant treasurer, 
receipts shall be deposited weekly, and as much oftener, <fec 

penalty for willfully neglecting to deposit any money which is part of 
tbe 

amount of postal receipts at each office, how to be ascertained 
shall not be liable for the loss of registered mail-matter 
net receipts of the money-order business to be placed to the credit of 

the Treasurer 
transfers from the, to the money-order funds may be made 
transfers may be made from the, to any money-order office by warrant 
money required for the postal service shall be appropriated by law out 

of.: 
warrants to the Treasurer shall be issued to carry certain amounts to 

credit of -
payments by postmasters on account of the postal-service certified-

quarterly by Auditor, shall be carried to the credit of 
quarterly statement of receipts and expenditures shall be transmitted 

by Auditor to Secretary of the Treasury 
Auditor shall report the official forms of papers to be used in connec­

tion with receipts and exp nditures when required 
shall register, charge, and countersign all warrants, &c, for, Sec. 

all delinquencies of postmasters in paying over receipts, shall be re­
ported by Auditor to Postmaster-General 

Auditor shall certify quarterly to the Postmaster-General, pay­
ments made by postmasters out of their receipts, designating the 
heads of appropriation, &c 

amounts thus certified to be credited to 
vouchers for all deductions made by postmasters out of receipts, &c, 

shall be submitted to Auditor for settlement 
and no such deductions shall be valid unless in conformity with 

law 
Right of way, railway companies having, to carry the mail at what prices. 

telegrams of the Government over lines to which has been given, 
shall have priority, &c 

Road, on which the mail is carried to any court-house without a mail, is 
declared to be a post-road during the time the mail is carried thereon ... 

and to post-offices not on any established route 
if more than one, which to be post-road 

Robbery, when a post-office has been robbed, special report should be made, 
stating circumstances 

reward of $50 may be offered by postmaster in som e cases 
but for a larger sum, authority must be obtained 

information of new facts should be given from time to time 
proceedings when criminals are apprehended 
money, &c, sent by mail is at the risk of the owner 

but in case of loss, the Department will endeavor to discover 
the cause, &c...: 

when taken from tho mail by robbery, if it come into the hands 
of an employe, shall be deposited in the Treasury, Sec 

\fhen recovered, will be delivered to owner on proof of owner­
ship 

penalty for robbing any mail-carrier, Sec, of the mail, or any part 
thereof '.. 

on second conviction, or wounding, &c, the carrier 
for being accessory after the fact to 

* for attempting to rob, by assaulting, Sec 
when an arrest is made for, prisoner should be put in charge of reg­

ular law-officers, Sec , 
before whom to be taken for examination 
may be taken before nearest justice of the peace 

act giving jurisdiction to 
sureties required of witnesses, when 
special report to be made to chief of division of mail depreda­

tions 
• report must show what J>. 

credit will not be allowed in cases where offices have been robbed 
of stamps, Sec 

Roots, not exceeding four pounds in weight, may be transmitted by mail... 
postage on, one cent for each two ounces or fraction, to be prepaid in 

full 
Route-agents, are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General 

their salary : 
out of what appropriation to be paid 

must take the official oath 
form of oath 

are not permitted to hold State or municipal offices, if, Sec 
what offices are excepted 

Page. Sec. 
18 Sec 88 
26 Sec 73 
26 Sec. 73 
26 Sec. 76 
92 Sec. 45 
27 Sec. 83 
75 Sec. 129 
32 Sec. 42 
37 Sec. 117 
37 Sec. 118 
32 Sec. 46 
14 Sec 53 

124 Sec. 53 
121 Sec. 22 

121 Sec. 22 
121 Sec. 22 
121 Sec. 22 

124 Sec. 52 
124 Sec 53 
127 Sec. 89 
127 Sec. 89 
21 Sec. 214 
10 Sec. 17 
40 Sec. 204 
40 Sec. 204 
40 Sec 206 

Sec. 

124 Sec. 42 
14 Sec. 51 

105 Sec. 285 
105 Sec. 285 
105 Sec 286 
106 Sec 287 

134 Sec. — 
134 Sec. — 
84 Sec. 39 
84 Sec. 39 
84 Sec 3.9 
23 Sec. 15 
23 Sec 15 

270 Sec. 625 
271 Sec. 626 
271 Sec. 626 
271 Sec. 627 
271 Sec. 628 
271 Sec. 633 
271 Sec. 633 

271 Sec 634 

279 Sec. 673 
271 Sec. 629 
279 Sec. 673 
279 Sec. 673 
280 Sec. 673 
280 Sec. 673 
280 Sec. 673 
222 Sec. 396 

152 Sec. 21 

150 Sec. 14 
151 Sec. 14 
137 Sec. — 
139 Sec — 
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Eoute-agents—Continued. 
shall not become interested in any contract for carrying the mail, or 

act as agents, &c : 
penalty for so doing 

shall not receive any fees or perquisites... 
shall receive all matter presented, if prepaid by stamps, and deliver 

the same at the next post-office 
are not permitted to receive prepayment in moDey 

previous instructions forbidding the receipts of letters, &c, 
are rescinded 

letters, &c, must be received at the cars up to the last moment 
of starting 

letters when deposited in the cars, or handed to, at the cars, 
must be postmarked, and stamps* canceled 

post marking stamps will be furnished, &o 
not more than the number of cars actually in use... 

letters deposited, &c, excepting soldiers' and sailors', wholly 
unpaid, or with less than one full rate prepaid, are to be re­
garded as unmailable matter 

how to be disposed of 
also letters to which are affixed stamps previously used, 

or cut from stamped envelopes 
and letters not addressed, or so badly addressed that their 

destination cannot be known 
letters must not be distributed in the same loose manner as 

printed matter before pouching 
letters for any office must be secured together 
letters for delivery must be placed in packages by themselves.. 

packages sent to an office for delivery must be tied with 
twine, with a letter bearing the name of the office faced 
out on both sides 

only the unpaid postages in such packages will be post-
billed 

letters for distribution must be placed in separate packages 
must be securely tied, using "facing-slips " in the address 

but no bills of unpaid postages must be made 
should have slips bearing what writing 

all slip's received to be forwarded daily, &c, with 
errors noted on the reverse side 

all slips without errors to be marked "0. K." on the 
face 

must carefully examine each locked pouch to be certain that there is 
no mail-matter left therein 

when pouch is received for any office beyond, &c, (iron lock,) 
mail-matter for such office wiil be placed therein 

in transit, should not be disturbed, other than, &c, or withheld, 
oi' diverted*from its destination... Tir will in all cases b© regularly returned* with or without mail 

will be regularly exchanged with othor route-agents at meeting-
points 

must be delivered at catch-stations by throwing the pouch at 
least ten feet from the cars .' 

will open and distribute all packages made up by any office on the 
line of their routes for any distributing-office, or, &c 

packages received for separation mailed direct for delivery, 
must not be opened 

will interchangeably distribute for intersecting route-agencies, &c... 
will mail direct for delivery to only such post-offices as they 

are instructed to do 
will post-bill all unpaid postages on letters received and mail the 

same direct 
but letters on which postage is due need not be post-billed 

will be held strictly accountable for mail-keys and other property, 
&c , placed in their possession 

will exchange mail-keys in all cases of an exchange of routes 
every mail-key shall always be retained in the office for which 

it was furnished 
will transmit to the .Second Assistant Postmaster-General all mail-

locks and keys found in improper hands 
will see that the law in regard to them is enforced 

will turn over, on their resignation or removal, to their successors, 
the mail-keys and all other property, records, &c, taking receipts, 

Page. Sec. 
119 Sec. 12 
119 Sec. 12 
119 Sec. 14 
84 Sec. 226 

&c. refusal to deliver the above articles is an indictable offense... 
will report to superintendent all cases where mails are exposed un­

guarded after having passed from their hands 
all cases where mails are burned or otherwise injured 

cars allotted to, are for the exclusive accommodation of mails and the 
persons in charge of them 

are not to be entered, except by persons duly authorized 
conductor to have access, in the performance of his du­

ties, and, &c 
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Route-agents—Continued. 
packages containing liquids, poisons, glass, explosive chemicals, &c, 

if found in mails by, must be delivered to the postmaster at the end 
of the route ' 

the use of intoxicating liquors is prohibited 
may receive and deliver packages of newspapers when 

rates and terms will be prescribed from time to time 
are instructed to request postmasters to properly face letters, and tie 

them in packages, when neglected 
not to discard waste-paper without careful examination to as­

certain whether it contains letters 
not to leave their1 routes, or transfer their duties to substitutes 

without consent of the superintendent in writing 
in cases of sickness, &c, postmaster at either end of 

route may grant temporary leave of absence 
but not longer than necessary for referring appli­

cation to superintendent 
substitute must be known to postmaster, and be sworn .. 

employment of, not permitted* except in extreme 
cases 

| employment of another agent is not substitution.. 
to accompany the mails to and from the initial and terminal 

offices of their routes, and register their names, Sec 
to continue on duty the whole length of their allotted runs, un­

less, &o 
names to be registered before leaving and aftê  arrival.. 

not to make a delivery at the cars of letters in transit, Sec, 
to any person whatever, although personallv known, except, 
&c 

not to permit postmasters to count stamps on letters deposited 
in the cars for mailing, pending the adjustment of their sala­
ries— 

not to leave the mails under their charge for a moment un­
guarded, day or night 

not to impart information touching correspondence passing in 
the mails ! 

not to permit any indorsement upon a letter except to correct 
an error in the direction 

any impertinent indorsement will cause the agent to be 
di smissed 

not to traffic in merchandise while on duty 
to date and sign all replies to official inquiries, Sec, with their 

official signatures 
to note in a book the numbers, postmark, date, and address of 

every registered envelope or package passing through their 
hands, and the disposition made of it 

receipt to be obtained for each package from the person 
to whom they deliver it 

violation of this will be considered a serious offense. 
imprint of postmarking stamp to be affixed on 

each receipt signed as many times as there may 
be packages 

how to be obtained when package is to pass into 
hands of another agent on connecting route, Sec. 

not to be given without careful examination and 
indorsement of their condition 

to be courteous in their intercourse with the public 
to obey the rules and regulations of railway companies, not, Sec 
to keep a record of instructions sent, Sec 
to conform their practice to the foregoing instructions 

ignorance will never be considered an excuse for any 
violation, &c 

Rules. See Regulations. 
Sailors, transmission of unpaid letters of, Sec, may be provided for 
Salaries. See Compensation, Pay. 

of agents to superintend the railway postal service 
out of what appropriation paid 

of assistant superintendent of the railway postal service, to be chargec 
to what appropriation .* 

of letter-carriers fixed by the Postmaster-General 
increased when 

of substitutes 
in San Francisco 

of mail-carriers to special routes limited to two-thirds the salaries of 
the postmasters, Sec 

of mail-agents on steamers between, &c 
of route-agents 
of clerks in railway post-offices 
of officers and clerks in the Post-Office Department 
of special agents 
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TIONS. 

Salaries—Continued. 
shall be allowed for traveling and incidental expenses while 

actually employed 
of special agent for the free-delivery system, to what appropriation 

to be charged 
of special agent in the money-order service, paid from what 
of Auditor 
of clerks and employes in Auditor's office t of postmasters are established upon what basis ". 

how graded 
at New York city, $6,000 
at first-class offices, $3,000 to $4,000 ^. 
at second-class offices, $2,000 and under $3,000 
at third-class offices, $1,000 and under $2,000 
at fourth-class offices, $200 and under $1,000 
at fifth-class offices, $1 and under $200 
may be adjusted in cases of extraordinary increase or decrease 

in the business 
at newly-established, to be fixed at nominal sum until, Sec 

not to be more than, of the fifth-class 
are based upon a sworn statement of the business for six 

months 
are re-adjusted once in two years 

and oftener where justice requires 
application for re-adjustment, to whom to be made 
amount of, how to be ascertained 

to be increased during time of extraordinary business 
reasonable compensation may be allowed, by special order, in 

case of unusual business 
when decreased by decrease of box-rents may be maintained at 

former amount , 
may be deducted from receipts of office 
more than the amount of, and commissions, Sem, not to be re­

tained 
orders assigning or changing shall be in writing and recorded.. 

Auditor to be notified of change 
change to take effect when 

Scnedule. See Arrivals and Departures. 
of time of arrival and departure of mails, to be posted in office 
application for change cannot be granted without what 

Scurrilous epithets, envelopes or postal cards bearing, must be excluded 
from the mails 

Seal for the Department, to be procured and kept 
to be affixed to all commissions of postmasters and others 
to be used to authenticate all transcripts 
copies of papers and transcripts certified by Auditor under, shall be 

admitted as evidence 
Seal of letters if broken by accident, or by having been delivered to the 

wrong person, the fact must be noted and the letter resealed 
sanctity of, must be preserved 

Sealing-wax not furnished by Department 
Searches, special agents may be empowered to make, for mailable matter 

transported in violation of law 
when instructed, shall carefully search all vessels for letters conveyed 

contrary to law 
marshal may be directed to search for obscene books, &c, carried by 

mail .' 
Seizure of letters, &c, conveyed contrary to law, authorized 

packets, Sec, seized, how disposed of 
special agents, collectors, or marshals, may at all times seize all 

letters, bags, packets, Sec, containing letters carried contrary 
to law on any vessel or on any post-route 

packages seized, to be forfeited 
proceedings to enforce forfeiture 

laws for the protection of customs-officers making, shall apply 
to officers acting under postal laws 

letters or packages received from a foreign country, and be­
lieved to contain articles subject to duty, to be seized by cus­
toms-officer and retained for examination 

packages so seized may be opened by officer 
but letters can only be opened by the parties addressed., 

postmaster receiving information, Sec, will give notice, Sec, to 
the collector or, Sec : 

collector or, &c, to search for, and seize, SeC -. 
one-half of penalties recovered to be paid to officer seizing 
if no officer authorized to seize, Sec, resides in the vicinity the 

appointment of a special agent to be applied for. 
of obscene books, &c, how to be made, and by whom 

Security, penalty for forging, &c, any, with intent to defraud 
for knowingly uttering such forged writing 

Seeds, packages of, not exceeding four pounds in weight may be transmitted 
by mail 
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REGULA­
TIONS. 

Seeds—Continued. 
postage on, to be one cent for each two ounces or fraction, to be pre­

paid in full * 
how to be inclosed 

Separating-offices, reasonable allowance for clerk-hire at, may be made 
Shanghai or Yokohama, postal agency may be established at, with branch-

agencies, Sec 
Ship and steamboat letters 

what the terms, "ship letters " and "packets," embrace 
masters of steamboats under contract, &c, to deliver all, received by 

them, or by any person employed on their boats , 
masters of other steamboats to deliver all, brought by [them, destined, 

&c, to the postmasters, &c, to be charged with postage 
except letters relating to cargo 
shall receive two cents for each letter delivered, unless, &c 
penalty upon, for failure to deliver 

masters of United States vessels bound to foreign ports shall receive 
any mails on board, and deliver the same 

shall make oath upon entry of vessel returning, Sec, that he has 
delivered, Sec 

masters of vessels from foreign ports to deliver into the post-office all, 
brought, &c, addressed to any person in the United States, except.. 

penalty for neglecting, Sec 
letters by vessels not regularly employed to pay double postage > 
rates of postage not to be increased on letters, Sec, carried in a pri­

vate vessel from one port in the United States to another, though a 
part of the voyage be over a post-road P but if the whole of the water be a post-road, inland postage will 

be charged 
postmasters to see this law enforced 

postmasters to obtain from the master of the ship certificate of num­
ber of letters, with name of ship, Sec , and to pay said master two 
cents upon each letter 

if delivered into the post-office by a passenger or sailor nothing 
to be paid 

but to be charged with ship-letter postage, and the num­
ber entered, &c 

when received from masters, &c, of steamboats on waters declared 
post-roads to be charged as if conveyed in the mail over land 

when brought by steamboats should be marked "Steamboat1' 
should go into the hands of a route-agent when placed on a mail 

steamboat where route-agent is in charge of mails 
master of vessel not entitled to compensation on such letters .. 
none but prepaid letters should be received on such steamboat. 
what to be done with unpaid letters 

letters can be conveyed outside of the mail on steamboats, &c, when C 
covered by stamped envelopes . \ 

such letters need not be delivered to po'stmaster on the arrival 
of the vessel 

account of steamboat-letters received to be kept, and how 
no fees allowed to any vessel or person on board which carries the 

mail 
amounts authorized to be paid to masters of vessels not regularly 

employed for each letter brought, &c 
but letters must be promptly delivered to entitle the carrier to 

payment 
with what postage chargeable 
if addressed to any port in a foreign country no fee to be 

allowed thereon to the carrier , 
such letters should be marked " Ship " 

Soldiers' and sailors' letters unpaid may be sent by mail 
if written by commissioned officers they cannot be certified as 

soldiers' or naval letters 
must bo marked over the address " Soldier's letter," or "Naval 

letter," and how certified 
postage on, must be marked and collected on delivery 

if duly certified must be forwarded, charged with amounts due 
at prepaid rates only 

if not duly certified, to be mailed, but to be rated with postage.as in 
section 135, to be collected on delivery 

packages of clothing not exceeding two pounds in weight may be 
sent to, if prepaid • 

postage on •. 
medals or other testimonials awarded, &c, shall pass free by mail to... 

Special agents are appointed and removed by the Postmaster-General 
must take the official oath 

form of oath 
shall give bonds if required to collect money 
their salary 
their traveling and incidental expenses not exceeding, Sec, while 

employed shall be allowed 
two may be employed for the Pacific coast 
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Special agents—Continued. 
and such number of other, as the safety of the mails requires 
two may be appointed as superintendents of the railway postal service 

their salary 
allowance for traveling and incidental expenses while employed. 

to be charged to what appropriation 
for the free-delivery system, salary, Sec, of, to what appropriation to 

be charged 
in the money-order service shall be paid out of the proceeds of that 

service 
assistant postmasters-general and superintendents may act as 

traveling expenses while employed may be -allowed 
records of a postmaster subject to examination at all times by 
advances may be made to defray expenses of, to investigate mail 

depredations, examine post-offices, Sec 
to bo accounted for in the settlement of their accounts 

are representatives of the Postmaster-General in the divisions to 
which assigned 

postmasters, contractors, and others are subordinate to them , 
and will respect and obey their authority , 

assigned as superintendents of railway mail service 
one special agent .assigned to each of the five divisions, &c, with 

the designation of " superintendent of railway mail service ". 
States constituting each division 

are not to confine themselves to the divisions assigned them 
under all circumstances 

are authorized to open and examine the mails whenever and 
wherever they may find it necessary to do so , 

are empowered to examine any post-office when the safety of 
the mails requires or the interests of the service demand 

contractors, postmasters, and others, &c, are bound to 
obey, Sec 

will acquaint themselves with the statutes touching postal 
affairs and the regulations of the Department 

with the connections of railway lines, their management, 
equipment, and general facilities for travel 

and also the connections of inferior routes 
with the nature of the contracts for transportation and 

the frequency of the service 
with the duties of local agents, route-agents, railway 

post-office clerks, and mail-niessengers 
irregularities to be corrected 

with the instructions to postmasters, railway post-office 
clerks, and route-agents in regard to mail' keys, bags, 
and locks, and see that they are complied with 

will observe what arrangements for safety are made during 
conveyance of mails between post-offices and cars, and how 
they are disposed of in the cars 

"who is charged with the custody of the mails on lines 
where there are no route-agents 

whether they are placed out of reach of unauthor­
ized persons, Sec 

will personally inspect the facilities for the safe transfer of 
mails at connecting points and the manner in which trans­
fers are made 

how transfers should be made 
faulty discharge of this duty must be corrected 

keep vigilant watch in all things pertaining to the trans­
portation of the mails 

give personal attention to the security of mails in transit, 
as woll as the certainty and celerity 

if contractors neglect, &c, special report should be 
made 

direct the movement of local mails over, &c, and provide 
for frequent interchanges between local points 

give attention to the manner of transporting mails by 
steamboat *. 

when the transportation is on a dividing line between 
two divisions, the superintendent of either will give it 
attention .' 

will in no case permit mails to be exposed on deck 
keep careful watch for violations of law by private ex­

presses 
or other persons, in carrying mailable matter over routes 
»out of the mail 

examine the distribution of mails at large post-offices at 
the termini of railway lines, and the manner in which 
they are made up for' transmission .. ... 

will see that suitable accommodations are provided for assort­
ing and bagging the mails on lines where there are route-agents] 

that mails for offices within eighty rods, &c, are prompt­
ly delivered by contractor 
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Special agents—Continued. 
that no unnecessary expense is made chargeable on the 

revenues, &C, without being brought to the notice of, 
&c, in special reports 

mail-messenger service and local agent's service to be 
inspected 

that the instructions in regard to mail keys, bags, and 
locks are strictly complied with by postmasters and 
others 

that the printed notice requesting the public to include 
the name of the county in the addresses of mail-mat­
ter is conspicuously posted in all post-offices, and 
use, Sec 

will be passed free over all mail-routes where, Sec 
private conveyance to be procured, if necessary, and expense 

of, charged, Sec 
if contractor, &c, refusesfree passage, &c, after, &e, fare 

to be paid, and receipt taken; if receipt not obtained, 
charge to be verified how 

commission to be exhibited to contractor 
are required to give counsel and assistance to the post-office in­

spectors, and other special agents, in their duties, and to 
per form the same, if necessary 

will be specially instructed upon questions arising that re­
quire special attention 

will enter all official actions in a daily journal, and send trans­
cripts thereof at the close of each month, omitting, Sec 

special reports, or other communications from, should not 
embrace more than one subject 

communications to the Department should be concise and ex­
plicit 

should be marked " SPECIAL," excepting, Sec 
if marked "confidential," will beheld as confidential, ex­

cept, Sec 
but should not be so marked unless it relates solely to 

the business of the Department 
all, from the Department must be regarded as confi­

dential, but, Sec 
telegraph may be used at the cost of the Department in 

urgent cases 
will not withdraw themselves from the division assigned to 

visit the seat of government without leave, unless, &c 
must take the official oath before entering on duty 
are required to impress on postmasters their duty with regard 

to the privity of correspondence and the sanctity of a seal... 
are expected to give all their time and attention to the service, 

and not to engage in any business or employment requiring, 
Sec 

assigned to duty on mail depredations, should acquaint themselves 
with the statutes touching postal affairs, and the regulations of the 
Postinaster-General : 

should spend as much time as can be spared in a well-regulated 
office, to acquire a thorough knowledge of routine duties 

should acquaint themselves with the instructions to postmas­
ters in regard to mail keys, bags, and locks, and see that they 
are complied with 

should exercise tact and ingenuity, as well as patience and for­
bearance, in investigating depredations 

should exercise self-control̂  perseverance, caution, and silence, 
avoid publicity, &c • 

should impress upon all postmasters the necessity of reporting 
every case of missing registered letters, Sec 

and the duty of protecting the privity of correspondence 
and the sanctity of a seal 

are expected to be ready to impart freely to other special agents 
all assistance in their power in the way of information, &c... 

to give all their attention to the service 
and not engage in any business requiring a division of 

their time.. .' i 
to act in perfect harmony with each other 
to exercise the functions of the assistant superintendent 

in his absence, and report to him their action 
to be impartial in their decisions and recommendations .. 
to correct existing abuses and unnecessary expenditures. 

are required to keep a journal of daily duty showing locality 
and manner of employment 

transcript to be forwarded to Department with 
monthly accounts 

to follow the instructions on the wrappers inclosing the 
reports of losses forwarded to them for investigation... 

are authorized to open and examine the mails whenever they 
may find it necessary 
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Special agents—Continued. 
are empowered to examine any post-office when the safety of 

the mails requires, or the interests of the service demand — 
contractors, postmasters, and others are bound to respect 

and obey their authority 
may be empowered to search for mailable matter unlawfully 

transported 
when instructed, may search vessels for letters, &c 
may seize letter-bags, &c, carried contrary to law on any vessel 

or post-route 
"packages, &c, seized by, shall be forfeited 

proceedings to enforce forfeiture. 
laws for the protection of customs-officers making seizures, Sec, 

shall apply to 
power of, in such cases 

may be called on to take charge of a post-office 
will be in readiness to file bonds in such cases 

will observe, at offices where allowance is made for clerk-hire, 
whether postmaster gives his personal attention to its busi­
ness .-

i whether watchful supervision is exercised 
and report imperfections unless corrected 

will observe, at offices terminating routes, whether there is any 
deviation from contract obligations as to modes of conveyance, 
&c 

whether there are delays or failures of connection 
whether proper arrangements for safety are made while 
- mails are being conveyed between post-offices and cars. 

will inspect mail-messenger service and local-agents' service 
will examine lists of box-holders kept by postmasters 

the emolument account of postmasters 
must see that all box-rents are accounted for in this 

account 
accounts of receipts of postage in money on regular and 

transient printed matter 
will see that the accounts are properly kept 

and that no unnecessary expense is allowed 
will admonish postmasters against permitting any person not 

employed, Sec, to have access to the tables and cases where 
letters are exposed 

will give particular attention to the regulations respecting the 
registration of letters 

will ascertain whether quarterly accounts are properly rendered. 
duplicates should be scrutinized 

whether postmaster has any collection-drafts on other 
postmasters 

and if so, whether due diligence has been used to 
obtain payment .. 

in what manner postmaster pays over the revenues of his 
office 

if by deposit, or by payment to contractors, will ex­
amine duplicate'receipts 

whether postmaster keeps a general account according to 
the regulations* &c 

if not, will instruct him to do so, and direct the man­
ner 

will correct negligence in method of cancellation of postage-
stamps 

the use of the rating or postmarking stamp in can­
celing prohibited 

will investigate without delay all cases of missing registered 
letters, Sec 

no case should be retained, over six months 
if not closed, to be returned to Department with re­

port 
will instruct postmasters how to indorse letters sent under 

cover from another post-office 
will be passed free over all mail-routes where, &c 

private conveyance to be procured, if necessary, and ex­
pense of, charged, &c '. 

if contractor, Sec , refuses free passage, &c, after, Sec, fare 
to be paid, and receipt taken 

if receipt not obtained, charge to be verified how... 
not required to present commission in order to obtain pas­

sage free, if deemed not expedient 
in such case should pay fare 

will not confine themselves to the'district assigned them under 
all circumstances 

in exigencies, may visit adjoining district 
in such cases the special agent of the district should 

be consulted 
will not visit the seat of government without permission 
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Special agents—Continued. 
will report neglect .of postmasters to forward the oaths of his 

assistant, clerks, Sec 
all cases where papers or periodicals are sent, without 

Prepayment to other than regular subscribers 
cases where unpaid letters for delivery, or those pre-(' 

pared by stamps, are carried outside of the mail \ 
any neglect or violation of the regulations in regard to 

registered letters 
when arrests are made will report all facts in relation 

thereto 
and make special reports from time to time of the 

progress of each case 
all irregularities at money-order offices, unless, Sec 
all abuses at offices where allowance is made for clerk-

hire 
all irregularities affecting the transportation or distribu­

tion pf mails, if not corrected , 
if property has been stolen through want of care on the part of 

the postmaster, he must be reported for removal , 
any successful device for the detection of depredators may be 

communicated in a special report 
such reports should be marked " Personal," and be ad 

dressed to whom 
special reports, or other communications from, should not em­

brace more than one subject 
communications to the Department should be short and explicit. 

should be addressed to the particular bureau, Sec 
if marked " confidential," will be held as confidential, ex­

cept, &c 
but should not be so marked unless relating solely 

to the business of the Department ... 
in urgent cases, the telegraph may be used at cost of the 

Department 
from the Department must be regarded as confidential, 

but, &c 
any departure from this injunction must first be 

duly authorized 
special instructions to, will be given on questions requiring 

particular attention 
upon visiting money-order offices, will examine registers and 

cash-book 
will ascertain whether statements of business are for­

warded at the close of each week 
whether surplus funds are promptly deposited 
whether amount of permitted reserve funds is ac­

tually on hand 
whether advices are promptly forwarded 

will report anynegligence discovered 
will examine every communication received from the 

money-order office since, &c 
advances may be made to defray expenses of, to investigate 

mail depredations, examine post-offices, &o 
when an arrest is made prisoner should be put in charge of 

regular law-officers, &c 
before whom to be taken for examination 
may be taken before nearest justice of the peace 

act giving jurisdiction to 
sureties required of witnesses, when 
special report to be made to chief of division of mail dep­

redations -
report must show what 

in the matter of transportation of the mails, are subordinate to 
the superintendent, Sec, of that division 

in the matter of inspection of post-offices, are also subordinate 
when their co-operation is required by them 

Special offices authorized and defined 
compensation of carriers to 

to be paid promptly by postmasters at the end of each ? 
quarter 5 

and receipts to be transmitted to Auditor 
postmasters cannot refuse to pay because of an unsettled private 

account 
failure to pay will be followed by the removal of postmaster 

unless, Sec 
Saint Thomas, mail agency may be established at 
Stage-coaches are permitted to carry and deliver letters when covered 

by stamped envelopes, provided, &c 
only letters relating solely to cargo may be lawfully carried 

not so inclosed over a mail-route outside the mail 
no fees allowed to any, which carries the mail, nor to any person on 

board '. 
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Stage-coaches—Continued. 
penalty upon owners of, for knowingly conveying any person acting 

as a private express for carrying letters outside the mail 
for carrying letters and packets otherwise than in the mail over 

post-routes 
Stamped envelopes shall be provided 

shall be kept for sale at all post-offices. 
are furnished only to postmasters for sale 

requisitions for, how to be made and on whom 
supplies for three months to be ordered 
postmasters who have failed to render quarterly returns will 

not be supplied until, Sec 
postmasters on receiving, to count and receipt for 

if damaged, how to proceed '. 
if returned, package must be registered 

not to contain lithographing, &c, or printing except, &c 
may contain request to return letter to the writer 
bearing a request for return, Sec, will be furnished without extra 

charge r letters inclosed in, may be carried otherwise than by mail 
shall pass in the mail as prepaid 

Postmaster-General may adopt improvements in 
how to be sold .-

to be sold only for cash at prices stated, &c 
shall not be sold for more than charged by the Department 
penalty for selling for more, Sec 
must not be sold at a discount except in a few of the larger 

cities to certain designated local agents 
discount not to exceed, &c 
such sales must be specially authorized 
are forbidden to be sold for less than Department rates by post­

masters not specially authorized 
no compensation allowed for the sale of 

postmasters to be held accountable for 
how to be charged and accounted for 
penalty for neglecting, Sec, to account for, or unlawfully dispos­

ing of them 
money received for, to be paid over in the same manner as 

money received for postage 
inclosing money to pay for, is prohibited 
monthly report's of amounts received, sold, and on hand to be made 

by what offices 
to be turned over by retiring postmaster to his successor and receipt 

transmitted 
to be delivered, if office be discontinued, to the postmaster named and 

receipt taken 
postmaster claiming credit for, burned, lost, or destroyed, how to pro­

ceed 
credit will not be allowed where offices have been robbed 

the postage on, spoiled in directing may be refunded in stamps if, &c. 
those redeemed must be sent, with a special letter, to Third 

Assistant Postmaster-General 
package must be registered 

if not, and lost, amount not to be credited 
letters bearing stamps cut from, cannot be sent as prepaid -. 
must be effectually canceled, Sec, at the mailing office 

if omitted at mailing office, to be done at delivery office and de­
linquent reported „ 

use of rating or postmarking stamp in canceling positively pro­
hibited 

penalty upon any person for using, Sec, stamps, Sec, before used 
when a letter bearing a canceled stamp is posted by, &c, with 

fraudulent intent, case to be reported to whom 
record to be kept at distributing and separating offices of packages 

of, passing through said offices 
form of record 
how "to proceed if, after forwarding registered packages of, 

no " correct" return-bill is received 
postmasters and others will be held strictly accountable for all pack­

ages of, passing through their hands 
the original registered number of each package of, must be placed on 

the outer wrapper when rewrapped at distributing office 
penalty for forging, &c, postage-stamps, Sec 

for knowingly using, Sec, or having in possession forged, '&c, 
with intent, &c 

for making, Sec, stamps without authority, &c 
for delivering stamps to unauthorized person with intent, &c... 
for forging or using forged stamp of foreign government, Sec 
for neglecting to account for, or unlawfully disposing of them.. 
upon employes for knowingly using in prepayment of postage 

any, before so used 
for removing defacing-marks from, Sec, with intent, Sec 

* upon persons not employes for like offenses 
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Stamping of excess of postage must be plainly made on the face of the 
letter. must not "be made in canceling, &c, by Tating or postmarking stamp. 

Stamps. See Postage-stamps. 
State Department, copies of postal conventions to be transmitted to Secre­

tary of 
to be furnished to Congressional Printer by 

State laws, offenses committed in places under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, and punishable by, though not prohibited by any United States 
law, how to be tried and punished 

subsequent repeal, Sec, of any such State law not to affect pros­
ecution, Sec 

Stationery, expenses and estimates for, to be submitted annually to Con­
gress . how to be accounted for 

cost of, may be allowed to postmasters of first and second classes, 
and at New York City 

• for money-order business, to be paid out of proceeds of that business. 
expenditures for, must be made only under special authority 

are only allowed in offices of the first and second classes 
Stations. See Branch offices. 
Stealing, money, Sec, sent by mail to be at the risk of the, owner whether 

registered or not 
taken from the mail by robbery, which may come into 

the hands of any employe, Sec, shall be deposited in the 
Treasury 

shall be delivered to owner on proof, &c 
penalty upon employee for, any article of value from the mail 

for, any letter' from the mail 
upon persons, for any mail-bag or property belonging to the 

Post-Office Department 
for, any key to mail-lock in use, &c 

upon persons not employes, for, the mail or any letter from the 
mail 

for, mail-bag or other property of the Department, or 
aiding therein 

for, any key to mail-lock in use 
for injuring, Sec, mail-bag, Sec, or lock, Sec, with intent 

to steal mail, &c 
when an arrest is made for, prisoner should bo put in charge of reg­

ular law-officers, Sec 
before whom to be taken for examination 
may be taken before nearest justice of the peace 

act giving jurisdiction to 
sureties required of witnesses when 
special report to be made to chief of division of mail depreda­

tions : 
report must show what 

credit will not bo allowed in cases where offices have been robbed of 
stamps, Sec 

Steamboats, carrying the mail in, or other vessels used as packets may be 
contracted for 

for any length of time less than four years without advertising. 
pay for such service shall not be greater than the average, &c. 

compensation for carrying letters, to masters of passing, to be two 
cents for each letter delivered 

penalty for failure to deliver 
masters of, under contract, Sec, will deliver, on arriving, all letters 

received, Sec 
of other steamboats, are required to deliver all letters brought, 

&c, except letters relating to cargo 
penalty upon owners of, for knowingly carrying any person acting as 

a private express for the conveyance of letters and packets 
upon certain, for carrying any letters or packets otherwise 

than in the mail over post-routes 
are permitted to carry and deliver letters when covered by stamped 

envelopes, provided', &c 
only letters relating solely to cargo may be lawfully carried 

not so inclosed, over a mail-route 
all letters placed on, on which the mails are in charge of a route-

agent, should go into the hands of such agent 
master not entitled to compensation on such letters 
none but prepaid letters should be received, and these should be 

mailed 
any unpaid, should be deposited in nearest office 

no fees allowed to any, which carries the mail, nor to any person on 
board .' -

on inland waters, or coastwise, not regularly carrying the mail, are 
to be paid one cent on each letter brought 

but to be entitled to such payment, letters must be promptly 
delivered on arrival 

Steamers, mail-agent may be appointed on each of, on the routes between, Sec. 
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Steamships, carrying the mail in, between any of the ports of the Unitec 
States, may be contracted for, for any length of time less than four years 
without advertising 

pay for such service shall not be greater than the average, &c.. 
transportation of foreign mails shall be in 

but may be in sailing-vessels when 
Subscription bills and receipts may be inclosed by publishers in their pub­

lications 
Suits under postal laws shall be in the name of the United States 

shall have priority in adjudication and payment 
may be prosecuted before the circuit and district courts of the Unitec. 

States 
and before local magistrates end courts 

in the prosecution of, for money due the Department, the Unitec 
States attorney shall obey directions of the Department of Justice. 

and shall do what 
may be brought to recover money from employes interested in con­

tracts for carrying the mail 
and money paid by the Department, by mistake, or through 

fraud : 
to recover penalty upon postmasters, &c, for neglect to render 

accounts for one month after tha time, &c , 
to recover difference between contract of failing bidder and 

final contract 
action to accrue upon execution of final contract 

for indebtedness, must be brought within three years or sureties not 
liable 

shall be carried to judgment at the first term 
defendant entitled to one continuance on affidavit that he has 

a claim disallowed, Sec 
upon trials of, against postmasters, Sec, for delinquency, no claim for 

credit to be allowed unless, &c , 
in, for balances interest shall be recovered at the rate of six per cent. 

from time of default • 
in chancery, may be instituted, Sec, when proceedings at law for 

money due, &c, are fruitless 
in, against postmasters, &c, certified copies of papers shall be sent by 

Auditor 
copies of quarterly returns of postmasters, &c, certified under seai 

shall be evidence in, Sec 
in, to recover balances due from delinquent postmasters, what to be 

evidence of a demand 
further demand for new balance not necessary, when, &c 

poor debtors may be discharged from jail in civil cases 
but such release shall not bar a subsequent execution against 

&c 
judgments, not collectible in full, may be compromised with written 

consent of, &c 
fines, Sec, may be remitted and disabilities be removed with written 

consent of, &c 
one half of pecuniary penalties, Sec, to go to informer, and the other 

half to the United States except, &c 
but no part accrues to prosecutor, except where the act so pro­

vides 
in cases of debts due from delinquent postmasters, contractors, &c 

attachments against their property may issue 
first, when they are non-residents or have departed, &c 
second, when tney have conveyed away, or are about to convey, 

their property 
property may be seized in the district whither removed, &c 
alias warrants may be issued in such cases : 
application for warrant of attachment by, and to whom, anc 

how made 
warrant to issue on application, and how to be executed 
remedy of party whose property is attached 

plea in abatement '. 
issues raised, how to be tried 
parties claiming specific return of property confined to 

this remedy, but, &c .' 
proceeds of property, if sold, or income, how to be in­

vested, &c 
publication of warrant of attachment in case of abscond -

ing debtors to be made, and for how long 
in what newspaper 

after publication of notice of attachment, persons in­
debted to, or having property of defendants, to account 
therefor, &c 

personal notice on persons known to have such 
property 

warrant of attachment may be discharged by giving suf­
ficient bond, &c 
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Suits—Continued. 
rights of United States in certain matters not abridged 

hereby 
repeal of acts heretofore passed shall not affect crimes or offenses 

heretofore committed 
Superintendents of railway mail-service.—See Special agents. 
Supplies, by whom furnished 

postmasters applying for, should address the proper bureau and di­
vision 

should not include in one order blanks and supplies furnished 
by different bureaus -

should write the name of the post-office, county, and State at the 
head of their letters, plainty, and without abbreviation 

should not inclose applications in their quarterly returns 
Sureties of postmasters, two at least are required 

the sufficiency of, must be shown by certificate of magistrate, 
&c 

shall be responsible until commission expires or successor is 
appointed 

for the safe keeping of the public property of the post-
office 

for the prompt rendering of quarterly accounts 
and the faithful performance of the duties of the office... 

liability of, if postmaster shall neglect to render his account 
for one month after the time prescribed 

if no account has been rendered at time of trial 
shall be held accountable for moneys received, &c, for postal 

money-orders 
for acts of clerk designated to act as postmaster at money-

order offices 
shall not be liable, if suit for indebtedness is not brought within 

three years after final settlement of postmaster's account— 
when one or all of, desire to be released from liability, new 

bond will be required 
when new bond is executed, the liability of, begins and 

terminates when 
will be released from responsibility on the prior bond, 

when 
liability of, to cease when office is placed in charge of special 

agent 
in case of the death, removal, or insolvency of one or both, the 

fact must be reported 
in ease of death of postmaster the responsibility of, will con­

tinue until a successor is appointed 
may terminate their responsibility if vacancy is not sup­

plied in sixty days, by giving notice, &c 
may perform the duties of postmaster until successor is 

appointed 
the person performing such duties must take the 

oath 
may render the account to and including the day upon 

which the new postmaster enters upon his duties 
bond of a married woman, as postmaster, binding upon 

of contractors, to be executed in duplicate and returned to whom 
proposals for carrying the mail shall be accompanied by writ­

ten guarantee, signed by responsible persons undertaking, &c. 
the sufficiency of, must be certified by postmaster 
postmasters must be careful not to certify, &c, without 

knowing, &c 
penalty upon postmasters and others for making 

false certificate of the sufficiency of 
new, may be accepted 

legal liabilities will be enforced against, on failure of contractor 
to perform contracts 

of letter-carriers 
Telegrams over certain lines between the Government and its agents to 

have priority, and at rates to be fixed by the Postmaster-General 
Telegraph may be used by special agents at the cost of the Department in 

urgent cases 
Temporary clerks in the Post-Office Department, how appointed, and how 
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many . Theft.—See Mail depredations. 
money taken from tho mail by, and recovered, shall be deposited as 

part of the postal revenue ..' 
Topographer for the Post-Office Department, how appointed 

his salary , 
Transcripts of records of the Department, how authenticated 

froma Auditor'sbooks shall be prima-facie evidence of balances in 
trials for embezzlement of postal money-order funds , 

from the money-order books, certified by Auditor under seal, shall be 
admitted as evidence 
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Transfers of debts due from postmasters may be made to certain contractors. 
to be only in satisfaction of legal demands 

of money belonging to the postal service may be made between, &c.. 
to and from -money-order offices shall be under the direction of the 

Postmaster-General 
may be made of money-order funds from one postmaster to another.. 

from the postal revenue to the money-order funds 
of money-order funds to creditors of the Department 
from the postal revenues to any money-order office by warrant, 

from postal money-order funds, accounts of, may be required daily 
Transportation of the mail, agents to superintend the railway postal ser­

vice shall be paid out of the appropriation for *. 
salary and per diem of assistant superintendents of the railway 

postal service shall be charged the appropriation for 
mail-agents at foreign ports to be paid out of appropriation for., 
mail-agents on steamers between, Sec, to be paid out of the ap­

propriation for 
route-agents to be paid out of the appropriation for 
by railway companies having land-grants, to be at what prices, 
shall be contracted for over all post-roads established bylaw... 

to the court-house of any county without a mail 
may be contracted for on navigable canals 

on plank roads 
on steamboats or other vessels, &c, in the United States, 
in steamships between any ports of the United States... 
to and from any post-office 
to be reported to Congress where, over a route, not estab­

lished by law 
when to cease, unless said route is established a post-

route 
by horse-express, of letter-mail, when, Sec 
letter-mail separate, when 
to special offices not on any established route 

compensation for 
by railway companies without advertising 

foreign, may bo contracted for, after advertising 
shall be in steamships 
when in sailing-vessels 
compensation therefor 
fines may be imposed upon contractors for delay in 
contracts for, not to be assigned 

may be terminated by Congress 
of Canada, or other adjoining country, allowed over territory of the 

United States from, &c, if reciprocal privilege is granted 
privilege may be annulled by, Sec 
when so transported to be deemed mails of the United States 

so far as, Sec 
Traveling expenses allowed to assistant postmasters-general and superin­

tendents acting as special agents 
to agents to superintend the railway postal service, while, Sec 

Treasurer, currency sent to, for redemption, or from, to be registered with­
out fee , 

net proceeds of the money-order business to be placed to the credit of. 
shall give duplicate receipts for postal revenues deposited 
shall open an account of " money-order funds " 

Treasury, copy of annual estimates to be-f urnished to the Secretary of the, 
prior to November 1 

to be reported to Congress by 
appeal may be made from Auditor to Comptroller of the, whose de­

cision shall be final 
money unclaimed in dead letters, stolen from the mail and recovered, 

accruing from fines and penalties, and derived from the sale of 
public property, shall be deposited in the, as part of the postal rev­
enue 

payments of money out of, on account of the postal service shall be 
in pursuance of, &c, by warrants, &c 

the postal revenues and all debts due, Sec, shall, when collected, be 
paid into the 

deposits on account of the postal service shall be brought into the, by 
warrants 

all fines and penalties imposed for any violation, &c, shall, when re­
covered, be paid into the 

Treaties.—See Postal conventions. 
Trials.—See Penalties, Suits. 

for embezzlement, transcripts from the Auditor's Office shall be prima-
facie evidence in, of balance 

Twine, by whom furnished 
Uniform dress, to be worn by letter-carriers, Postmaster-General may pre­

scribe a 
penalty for wearing, when not authorized '. 

for assaulting letter-carrier when in 
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Vacancies in office of postmaster at certain post-offices shall be filled with­
out delay 

if not supplied in sixty days, sureties may terminate their re­
sponsibility by giving notice, &c 

in the office of letter-carrier may be filled temporarily by postmaster 
when 

Vessels, contracts for carrying the mail on any, plying between ports of the 
United States, may be made for any length of time less than four years 
without advertising -

pay for such service shall not be greater than the average, Sec. 
transportation of the foreign mails may be in sailing, when 
on inland waters, or coastwise, not regularly carrying the mail, are to 

be paid one cent on each letter brought..' '. 
but to be entitled to such payment, letters must be promptly 

delivered on arrival 
letters conveyed by, not regularly employed, if, &c, shall pay double 

postage....' -. 
masters of, bound to foreign ports or, Sec, shall receive any mails on 

board and deliver the same 
shall make oath on returning that they have promptly delivered 

such mail 
penalty for failure to make oath 

leaving the United States for a foreign port not to receive certain let­
ters on board 

collectors shall require oath, &c, as a condition of clearance 
arriving, Sec, not to make entry until all letters on board are delivered 

at the nearest post-office 
penalty for so doing 
sworn declaration of master required 
to give certificate specifying the number of letters 

if not carrying the mail, are ito be paid two cents for each letter 
brought addressed to any point within the United States 

may be searched for letters by special agents, when instructed, and 
collectors 

special agents may seize letters, bags, Sec, carried contrary to law on 
packages, &c, seized to be forfeited 

proceedings to enforce forfeiture 
are permitted to carry and deliver letters when covered by 

stamped envelopes provided, Sec '. 
only letters relating solely to cargo may be lawfully carried 

not so inclosed, over a mail-route ' .s. 
no fees allowed to any, which carries the mail nor to any person on 

board , 
penalty upon owners of, for knowingly conveying any pers on act­

ing as a private express for carrying letters outside the mail 
for carrying any letter otherwise than in the mail on a post-

route 
upon persons carrying letters or packets on board, carrying the 

mail otherwise than in such mail except, &c 
Vouchers.—See Receipts. 

accompanying accounts-current to be preserved 
for deductions made by postmasters out of receipts shall be submit­

ted to Auditor for examination and settlement 
deductions not to be valid unless in conformity with law 

shall be received and preserved by Auditor 
of defendants in suits, not before presented to Auditor, shall not be 

allowed unless, &c 
Warrants of attachment—See Attachment. 
Warrants to be issued by the Postmaster-General to cover money into the 

Treasury, and to pay out the same 
shall be issued to the Treasurer to carry certain amounts to credit of 

postal revenues, Sec 
payments of money out of the Treasury shall be in pursuance of ap­

propriations, Sec'., by _ 
to express on their face to what appropriation to be charged ... 

deposits on account of the postal service shall be brought into the 
Treasury by 

no credit to be allowed for deposits until warrant has been is­
sued 

transfers may be made by, from the postal revenues to any money-
order office ." •. "... 

shall be registered, charged, and countersigned by Auditor 
lost, renewal of. 

application for a duplicate, must be made to the Auditor 
bond to be executed and accompanied by what statement 
certificate of non-payment by person drawn upon, Sec, to be 

produced 
duplicate, when issued, shall have the same force as the origi­

nal unless, &c, assignee produces authority for the issue of 
duplicate in his own favor .' 

Waste-paper, all money derived from the sale of, shall be deposited as part 
of the postal revenue 
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Waste-paper—Continued. 
penalty upon employes for willfully neglecting to deposit any money 

derived from the sale of 
should be carefully examined before being swept from the office to 

see that it does not contain letters 
unclaimed domestic newspapers, circulars, Sec, must be sold for, at 

the end of each quarter 
proceeds to be accounted for 

Watchmen for the Post-Office Department, how appointed 
their salaries 

Waters of the United States shall be deemed post-roads during the time 
the mail is carried thereon 

Weight of packages of first-class matter limited to four pounds 
of certain third-class matter limited to four pounds 

of certain other, limited to twelve ounces 
of books limited to/our pounds 

except books published by Congress , 
of clothing limited to two pounds 

Wrappers, manner of wrapping matter not charged with letter-postage 
may be prescribed by Posmaster-General 

should be of thick paper 
any writing upon, of third-class matter except address, subjects pack­

age to letter-postage 
if sealed, when covering third-class matter, package to pay letter-

rates 
business cards printed upon, do not subject package to letter-rates... 
mail-matter of the third class must be wrapped with open ends so 

that contents may be examined 
if examination cannot be made without destroying package to 

pay letter-postage '.. , 
may be removed by postmasters from mail-matter not charged with 

letter-postage for the purpose of ascertaining, Sec 
newspapers not to be carried by mail unless inclosed in proper 
for newspapers, with stamps impressed, shall be prepared 
how to be sold 

Writing, matter of the second and third classes containing any, except the 
address, will be charged with letter-postage .' 

penalty for concealing any, in printed matter 
Yokohama or Shanghai, postal agency may be established at, with branch 

agencies, Sec ' -. 
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