PREFACE

This volume is the fourth in a series of various Postal Laws and
Regulations handbooks that were published during the nineteenth
century. These volumes were used by postmasters in the United States as
a guide to operating their offices. The various Postal Laws and
Regulations books, together with the annual Report of the Postmaster
General and the United States Mail and Post Office Assistant, are the
most useful group of official documents that United States postal history
students and cover collectors can use for reference.

This particular copy of the 1852 edition is an unusual item in that it
contains additional documents that were found in a copy belonging to
Horatio King. Included is a 16 page supplemental report of postal laws
and regulations dated September 20, 1852. King also pasted newspaper
clippings into the back of his book that relate to new postal laws and
foreign mail rate changes during the 1850’s. The reproduction quality of
these clippings is poor due to their age and stains from the mucilage that
was used to attach them. Regardless, students will find much useful
information in this new source of data.

Horatio King was born June 21, 1811, in Paris, Maine. He had a
common school education and entered the printing and publishing trade.
In 1839 he was appointed to a clerk’s position in the Post Office
Department in Washington, D.C. Working his way up he was made
superintendent of the Foreign Mail Service in 1850, and 1st Assistant
Postmaster General on March 28, 1854. He was made acting Postmaster
General on March 9, 1859, when Postmaster General Aaron Brown died in
office, remaining in this position until Joseph Holt was appointed March
14, 1859. On January 1, 1861, he was again made acting Postinaster
General when Joseph Holt was made Secretary of War, and on February
12, 1861, was appointed Postmaster General by President James
Buchanan. He was succeeded by Montgomery Blair on March 9, 1861.
At this time King entered business in Washington and some of his
advertising can be found in The United States Mail and Post Office
Assistant. He died on May 20, 1897, at age 85.

I would like to thank Mr. Richard B. Graham, of Columbus, Ohio, for
supplying me with the above information on Horatio King.

Holland, Michigan Theron Wierenga
October 14, 1980
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Postage to Ansiralia, Van Dieman’s Land,
China, and the Sandwich Inlsnds,

We are authorized to say that, "hereafter,
all letters and newspapers for Western Austra-
lie, South Australia, Vietoria, (Port Philipz,)
Van Dieman’s Land, and New South Wales,
(except letters marked to be sent by private
ship,””) will be forwarded by the packets of the
Australian Royal Mail Steam Navigation Com-
pany, en the 3d of every alternate month, com-
Imencing 3d June, 1852, from Plymouth, via
the Cape of Good Hope; and that the single
rate of postage (to be prepaid on letters sent
and collected on letters received) between the
United States and said colonies will be forty-
five cents, instead of fifty-three cents, as here-
ofore. The postage to North Ausiralis is un-
changed.

Letters for any part of Australia, sent in the
mails to Eingland, thence to be forwarded by
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private ship, must be prepaid thirty-seven'eents
the single rate. Ifsent via San Francisco, thewce
to be despatehed by private ship, the inland post-
age only o that port (six cenis the single rate)
must be prepaid, leaving the shir postage, what-y |
ever it may be, to be paid at the point of de.
livery.

In like manner, letters and newspapers sent
via San Francisco for China, must be prepsi
to San Francisco, and the ship postage has to
be paid at the port of delivery. At any of the
British eolonies in China, the ship postage on
either a letter or newspaper is understood to be
four cents; so that the entire postage on a sin-
gle letter to those colonies, via San Francisco,
is en cents only. i -

To the Sandwich Islands, the single rate of
lettar postage is eleven cents, six of W i

only must be prepaid in the United States.* k
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ﬁt;a!age to Ascension, Mauritius, Point de Gallé,'q
‘g (Ceylon,) and India.
We are authorized to say that hereafter all letters

and newspapers for Ascension, and for Mauritius,
unless specially addressed to be otherwise sent, will
! be forwarded by the monthly line of screw steam-
' packets plying between England and India, via the
(ape of Good Hope; and that letters, &o. for Cey- |
lon, or India, intended to be sent by this route,
must be specially addressed « via the Cape of Good
Hope.” ‘
The single rate of postage (to be pre-paid on let-
ters sent from, and collected on letters received in,
_the United States) by this line, to or from any of
‘the British possessions to which said packets pro-|
‘ceed, is forty-five cents. Newspapers each four}
"eents, also to be paid in the United States, whether

 the paper is sent or received.
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ot entitled “ Am: act 40yl
of posléige in t;tﬁ United &

“hundred and fifty-one. g B
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Représéniafives
of the United States of America in Congffess assembled, 'That
from and after the thirtieth day of September, eighteen
hundred and fifty-two, the postage upon all printed mat-
ter passing through the mailof the United States, instead
of the rates now cherged, shall be as follows, to wit:
Each newspaper, periodical, unsealed circular, or other
article of printed matter, not exceeding three ounces in
weight, shall be sent to any part of the United .tates for
one cent, and for every additional ounce, or fraction of an
ounce, one cemt additional shall be charged; end when
the postage upon any newspaper or periodical is paid
quarterly or yearly in advance at the offico where the said
periodical or newspaper is delivered, or is paid yearly or
quarterly in advance at the office where the same is
mailed, and evidence of such payment is furnish-
ed to the office of delivery in such manner as the Post Of-
fice Department shall by general regulations prescribe,
one-half of said rates only shall be charged. News-
papers and periodicals not weighing over one ounce and
a half, when circulated in the State where published,
shall be charged one-half of the rates before mentioned:
FProvided, That small newspapers and periodicals, publish- |
ed monthly or oftener, and pamphlets not containing |
more than sixteen octavo pages each, when sent in single }
packages, weighing at least eight ounces, to one address, |
and prepsid by afixing postage stamps thereto, shall be !
charged only half of a cent for each cunce or fraction of !
an ounce, notwithstanding the postage calculated: on each ;
separate article of such- package would excebd  that |
yig. - The postage on all transient matter shall be
& by stamps or otherwise, or shall be charge@‘dmx-g
fe rates first above mentioned. ‘ A
Bee. 2. And be it _further enacted, That books, bound or |
unbound, not weighing over four pounds, shail be deemed }
mailable matter, and shall be chargeable with postage at.!
one ¢ent an ounce for all distances under three thousand .
‘miles, and two cents an ounce for all distances overthree
thousand miles, to which fifty per cent. shall be added in
all cases where the same may be sent without being pre-
paid, and all printed matter chargeable by weight
shall be weighed when dry. The publishers of newspa-
pers and periodicals may send to each other from their
respective offices of publication free of postage ane copy
of each publication; and may also send to each actual
subscriber, enclosed in their publications, bills and receipts
for the same, free of postage. The publishers of weekly
vewspapers may send to each actual subscriber within
the county where their papers are printed and published
one copy thereof free of postage. -~
8ec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no newspaper,
periodical, magazine, or other printed paper or matter,
shall be entitled to be sent at the rates of postage in this
act specified, unless the following conditions be observed :
First. 1t shall be sent without any cover or.wrapper;
or in a cover or wrapper openat the ends or sides, so that
the character of the matter contained therein may be de-
termined without removing such wrapper. Second. There
shall be no word or commuuication printed on the same
after its publication, or upon the cover or wrapper thereof,
nor &by writing or marks upon “it, nor upon the cover or
¥ ' thereof, except the name and nddress of the pér-
whom it is to be sent. . Fhird. There shall he bé
ther thing enclosed in ar With such printed pa-
ese conditions are not complied with, sugh |




| schedule as shall be prescribed by the Postma

-

printéd. matter shall be subjeotto letter postage; sndall
; p sent by mail from one ,ﬁiofthep&.niudﬂ 't

her, the postage of which is pot fixed by the ]
sions of this act, shall, uniess the same be entitled fo be
sent free of postage, be charged with letter postage.

Bec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if the publisher
of any periodical, after being three months previously no-
tified that his publication is not taken out of the office to
which it is seut for delivery, continue to forward such
publication in the wmall, the postmaster to whose office
such publication is sent may dispose of the same for the |
postage, unless the publisher shall pay it; and whenever
any printed matter of any description, received during
one quarter of the fiscal year, shall have remained in the
office without being called for during the whole of any
succeeding quarter, the Postmaster at such office shall
sell the same and credit the proceeds of such sale in his
quarterly sccounts, under such regulations and after such
notice as the Post Office Department shall preseribe.

Beo. b. .And be it further enacted, That so much of the
second section of the act entitled * An act to modify and
reduce the rates of postage in the United States, and for
other purposes,” approved Mareh third, eighteen hundred
and fifty-one, as relates to the postage or free circulation
or transmission of newspapers, periodicals, and other
printed matter, and all other provisions of law inconsis-
tentwith the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

Sec. 6. dnd be it further enacted, That when a list of
uneslled-for letters shall be published in any newspaper
printed in any foreign language, said list shall be publish-
ed-in such newspaper having the largest circulation
within the runge of delivery of said office.

- .Approved, August 30, 1852. -

@‘%‘mﬁingi‘ appropriations for the service offthe Post’
- Offie¢ Department during the fiscal year enting the |
thirtieth of June, one thoWsand eight hundred and fifty- |
three, and for other purposes. :
. 2. dAnd be it further pmdeted, That the Postm
PAl be and he is hereBy  authorized, whengver
"shill deem it disoreet, to dispense with the route gout:
/now sent with the mails from New York to Californis, ol
{in Tieu thereof to appoint not more than two resident |
agents to take charge of the mail service across the 1sth- |
mus of Panama, and to allow said agents for salary and
personal expenses not exceeding three thousand dollars |
per year for each of such agents, which shall be paid out
of the amount annually appropriated for the transporta-
. tion of the mails,

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the salary of the
route agents be and the same is hereby increased to one
thousand dollars per annum.

Bec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
General be and he is hereby authorized, if he shall deem
it proper, to advertise for and establish service upon the
regular mail voute between New Orleans and certain Gulf
perts of Florida. )

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
General is authorized to contract with the Ocenn Steam
Navigation Company for one additionsl trip on the Havre -
line, and one aditional trip on the Bremen line, until the
, expiration of their existing contract, receiving snd de-
livering mails at Southampton, Cowes, or Plymouth, as
the Postmaster General may direet, according:to such
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ler thereby to maintain through such

o
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#h9 Ollins line, » regular weekly communication by Ame--

i#ioan mail steamers between the United States and the

Ggited Kingdom of Grest Britain end Trelaud; but the’
; ’ ;




[Pusric—No. 34.]

AN ACT to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for
the service of the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three.

Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appro-
pristed to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for
the service of tﬁ'\e fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, out of any money in the

‘treasury not otherwise appropristed, namely :

For the service of the Post Office Department, a sum

| not®%ceeding five hyndred and five thousand dollars, to

supply-a deficiency in the revenues of said department, to
aueet the appropriations therefor for the year one thousand

‘eightuhwndred and fifty-three.

. For compensation of five elerks, authorized to be ap-

pointed and employed by the Postmaster General, under

the thirteenth section of the act of thirty-first August,
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, four thousand five bhun-
dred and four dollars and ninety cents.

For compensation to an assistant day watchman of the
General Post Office, from the fifteenth of Septembe Ty
eighteen huundred and fifty-two, until the thirtieth Sy
#ghteen hundred and fifty-three, four hundred andrSey
iventv-five dollars. o Approved, March:8, 1863; ¢

T [Punric—No. 85.]

AN ACT making sppropriations for the civil and diplo-
matic expenses of (Government for the year ending the’
thirtieth of June, eighteen bundred and fifty-four.

Be it enacted by the Senatc and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the following sums be and are hereby appropriated, out of
any money ju the Treasury nototherwisé appropriated,’

for the objects hereafter expressed, for the fiscal year
' ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-~
four, namely :

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

For compensation of the Postmaster General, three As-
sistant Postmasters General, and the clerks, messenger.
assistant messengers, and watchmen of said department,

. one hundred and eight thousand nine hundred dollars.
_ For compensation of the superintendent of the Post Of-
fice building, two hundred and fifty dollars.

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE POST OFFICE
DEPARTMENT.

For blank books, binding, stationery, fuel for the Gen-
cral Post Office building, including the Auditor’s office,
oil, gas, and candles, labor, day watchman, and for mis-
cellaneous expenses, eleven thousand eight hundred dollars.

For repairs of the Genera! Post Office building, for of-
fice furniture, glazing, whitewashing, and for keeping the

| fire-places and furnaces in order, one thousand five hun-

| dred dollars. _

| Auditor of the Post Office Department :

, For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De-
partment, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant mes-
senger in his office, one hundred and tbree thousand two
hundred dollars. )

For contingent expenses of said office, viz:

For labor, three thousand and eighty dollars.

For stationery, two thousand three hundred dollars.

For blank books, one thousand two hundred dollars.

For binding and ruling, six hundred and twenty dollars.

For miscellaneous items, viz:
For file-boards, repairs, cases; and desks; for:safekeep-




ing of paper, new furaiture, lights, washing towels, ice,
“Norse for messenger, telographic despatches, stoves, &e.,
one thousand five hundred dollars,

Soc. 3. And be it further enacted, That trom and after
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-three,
the clerks in the Departments of the Treasury, War,
Navy, the Interior and the Post Office shall be arranged
into four classes, of which class number one shall receive
an annual salary of nine hundred dollars enchy, class num-
ber two an ahnual salary of one thousand two hundred
dollars each, class number three an annual salary of one
thousand five hundred dollars each, and class number
four an annual salary of one thousand eight hundred dol-
lars each.

In the oftice of the Secretary of the Treasury, four of
class one, six of class two, six of class three, and five of
class four.

In the office of the Solicitor, one of c¢lass one, two of
class two. three of class three, and one of class fuur.

In the office of the First Comptroller, two of class one,
fide of class two, and seven of class three.

In the office of the Secoud Comptroller, three of class
oue, four of class two, and seven of class three.

In the office of the First Auditor, three of class one, six
of ¢lass twe, and nine of class three.

In the office of the Becond Auditor, two of class one,
six of elass two, and eleven of class three.

In the office of the Third Auditor, three of class one,
forty-one of class two, and eight of class three,

In the office of the Fourth Auditor, one of class one,
four of class two, and nine of clags three,

In the office of the Fifth Awditor, two of class -one,
three of class two, and two of class three. il

In the office of the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post
Office Department, twenty of class one, fifty of class
two, twenty-six of class three, and five of clasy fourr,

Tu the office of the Register, five of class one, eighteen
of class two, and four of class three. i

In the office of the Commissioner.of Customs, three of
class one, four of class two, and three of class three.

In the office of the Treasurer, two of class one, five of
class two, and five of class three.

And in the office of the Lighthouse Board, one of class
one, one of class two, and two of class three.

In the office of the Secvetary of War, one of class oune,
two of class two, two of elass three, and one of class
four.

In the office of the General-in-Chief, one of class two.

1o the office of the Adjutant General, two of class one,
five of class two, one of class three, and one of class four.

In the office of the Quatermaster General, three of class
one, five of class two, two of class three, and one of class
four.

In the office of the Paymaster General, two of class
one, three of class two, two of class three, and one of
class four.

In the office of the Commissary General, two of class
one, two of class two, one of class three, and one of class
four.

In the office of the Surgeon Gencral, one of class one,
one of class two, and one of class four.

Tu the office of the Colonel of Engineers, one of class
one, two of class two, oue of class three, and one of class
four.

_In the office of the Colonel of Topographical Engineers,
}q;teébf class one, two of class two, one of class three, and

=3

one, of class four,




And in the ofifte of the Colonel of Ordnnligce, two of clans”
gne, four of clnss two, one of class three, and one of class

our,

In the office of the Secretary of the Navy, four of class
two, six of class three, and one of elass four,

In the bureaun of Counstruction, Equipment, and Repairs,
one of class one, seven (incinding the draughtsman) of
class two, and one of elass four,

In the Bureau of Yards and Docks, one of class one,
four (including the draughtsman) of class two, and one
of class four.

In the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, four of class
two, and one of class four, -

In the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, four (in-
?iuding the draughtsman) of class two, and one of elass
our.

And in the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, two of
class two, and one (the assistant) of class four.

In the office of the Secretary of the Interior, four of
class two, three of class three, and three of class four.

in the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, ten of
clasg one, thirty of class two, five of class three, and
four of class four.

In the office of the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, forty of class one, forty of class two, twenty-three
of class three, and three of class four.

In the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, six
of class two, six of class three, and three of class four.

And in the office of the Commissioner of Patents, eight
of class two, twelve (including the six assistant examin-
ers) of class three, and one of class four.

In the office of the Postmaster General, ten of class one,
thirty-three of class two, twenty-nine of class three, and
six (including the topographer) of class four.

And there shall be a chief clerk for each of the offices
of the Solicitor, First Comptroller, SBecond Comptroller,
Tirst Auditor, Second Auditor, Third Auditor, Fourth
Auditor, Fifth Auditor, Auditor of the Treasury for the
Post Office Department, Register, Commissioner of Cus-
toms, Treasurer, Lighthouse Board, Commissioner of
Pensions, Commissioner of the (Feneral Land Office, Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, and Commissioner of Patents,
who shall be allowed an annual compensation of two thou-
sand dollars each ; and there shall be a chief clerk for
each of the Departments of the Treasury, War, Navy, In-
terior, and General Post office, who shall be allowed an
annual compensation of two thousand two hundred dol-
lars each.

No clerk shall be appointed in either of the four classes
until after he has been examined and found qualified by
A board, to consist of three examiners, one of them to be
thechiief of the bureau or office into which he is to be ap-
pointed, and the two others to be selected by the bead of
the Department to which the said clerk will be assigned.
Nor shall any elerk in the Departments herein named
receive any other salary or money for extra services than
the sum or sums specified in this section, at any time
after this section has been executed by a elassification of
the clerks s it preseribes. There shall be a disbursing
clerk for each of the Departments of War, Navy, and the
Post Office ; not more than three for the Treasury De-
partment, at the discretion of the Secretary thereof ; and
not more than three for the Department of the Interior, at
the discretion of the Secretary thereof. The said clerks
to be appointed out of class four by the heads of the re-
spective Departments, and- to réceive such sum in addi-
tion to their lgegular salaries a8 may amount in all to two
thousand dollars per annom.” ~But it shall be their far-
ther duty, when designatéd by the head of the Depart-




“ment for that service, to superintend the buildings, and
‘they shall give bonds as required by the Independent Trea-
sury act: Provided, That the clerks when distributed and
arrangéd as required by this seotion shall be paid accord-
ing toits provisions, out of any money in the Treasurynot
otherwise appropriated, and shall constitute the whole of
the permanent clerical force of the Depariments of the
Treasury, War, Navy, the Interior, and the Post Office,
with the exception of the Census Bureau, which is not in-
cluded in thisarrangement, and the clerks temporarily em-
ployed in the office of the Third Auditor on bounty land
service, aud on arrearages of pay: And provided further,
That eaxch head of the said Departments may alter the
distribution nerein made of the clerks amongst the various
burcaus and offices in his departments, if he should find it
necessary and proper to do so.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the an-
nual compensation of the Vice President, Secretaries of
State, Treasury, War, Navy, and Interior, and the Post-
wasterand Attorney General, shall be eight thousand dol-
lars edeh, . - oo o

Approyed, March 3, 1857,

‘. [PrBrrc—No. 38.]
AN ACT making appropriations-for the service of the
"+ Post Office Department during’the fiscal year ending

the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and

fifty-four.

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the following sums be and the same are hereby appro-
priated for the service of the Post Office Department, for
the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight
-Hundred and fifty-four, out of any moneys in the treasury
arising from the revenues of the said department, in con-
formity to the act of the second of July, one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-six, and for other purposes, viz:

or transportation of the mails, five million and twenty-

nine thousand dollars.

For compensation to postmasters, two million and
twenty-six thousand dollars.

For ship, steamboat, and way letters, thirty thousand
dollars.

For wrapping-paper, fifty-two thousand dollars.

For office furniture, in the offices of postmasters, eight
‘theusand dollars.

For advertising, seventy-six* thousand five hundred
dollars.

For mai!-bags, fifty-one thousand dollars.

For blanks, fifty-five thousand dollars.

For mail-locks, keys, and stamps, twenty thousand
dollars.

For mail depredations, and special agents, fifty thou-
sand dollars.

For clerks in the offices of postmasters, five hundred
and fifty-six thousand dollars.

For miscellaneous items, one hundred and twenty thou-
sand dollars.

For postage stamps and stamped envelopes, fifty-five
thousand dollars.

8ec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be and is
hereby appropriated, out ¢f any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropriated, a sum not exceeding one mil-
lion eight hundred thousand dollars, to supply any defi-
ciemoy that may arise in the revenues of the Post Office
Department, to meet the foregoing appropriations, for
the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-four. B




Bec. 8. And beit further enacled, Thot in all cases where Y
the Postmaster General shall be satisfied that either mo+ ;
ney or property, stolen from the United States mail, shall
have been exchanged for other money or property, and » ;
has been, upon the conviction of the thief, received at his et
Department, he shall have suthority, upon satisfuctory fme
evidence that the same justly belonged to any individusl,
firm, or corporation, to pay over and deliver such money
or property to the owner thereof. G ael /;t . e-
ec. 4. And be it further enacted, That section three of f::‘:‘“’ T Fratom et £

the act entitled  An act making appropriations for the “rz.. fiwy 772
service of the Post Office Department during the fiscal Sk “MA::
year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight < 5= ""‘:’" e
hundred and fifty-three, and for other purposes,” and ap- 7 ¥ e 7 i
proved the thirty-first of August, one thousand eight Shopm O
hundred and fifty-two, be and the same is hereby repealed.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacied, That the Postmaster
(reneral is hereby authorized to make such arrangement

as he may deem advisable, by causing letters sent to Ca- /
lifornia and Oregon to be advertised free of expense to i
to the United States, and by the issuing of circulars to - -

postmasters, and causing the same to be published, to en-

sure as far as possible the delivery of letters sent by mail

from the Atlantic States to California, to the individuals

t0 whom they are directed. T
Approved, March 3, 1853,

PusLic—No. 40.

AN ACT making appropriations for the transportation of
the United States mail by ocean steamers and other?
wise, during the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of

Juue, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprﬂsentém}és of ’ 4
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the
following sums be and the same are hereby appropriated,
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for the year ending the thirtieth of
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four:

For transportation of the mails from New York to Liver-
pool and back, eight hundred and fifty-eight thousand ; Y-
dollars. A

For transportation of the mails from New York to New
Orleans, Charleston, Savannah, Havana, and Chagres and
back, two hundred and ninety thousand dollars.

For transportation of the mails from Panama to Cali-
fornia and Oregon and back, three hundred and forty-
eight thousand two hundred and fifty dollars.

For earrying out the contract entered into by the Post
Office Department under-the law passed at the last session
of Congress, establishing a tri-monthly mail by steam )
vessels between New Orleans and Vera Cruz, via Tampico, REA
seventy thousaud dollars.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following
sums be and the same are hereby appropriated for the
service of the Post Office Department, for the year end-
ing the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and
fitty-four, out of any moneys in the treasury arising from
the revenues of said Department, in conformity to the act
of the second of July, cne thousand eight hundred and
thirty-six.

For transportation of the mails in two steamships from
New York, by Soﬁﬁampton, to Bremen and back, at on¢
hundred thousand dollars for each ship; snd in two
steamships from New York, by Cowes, to Havre andback,
at seventy-five thousand dollars for each ship, undeg:
contract with the Ocean Steam Navigation Comf
New York, three hundred and fifty thousand doll

For transportation of the mails betweeg Charl
.Hsvana, under the contract with M. C. Morded
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&ranspormtmn of the'mail agrosa -the I
- dne hundred'and twenty thousdnd dollhrs <+

Sec. 8. And be it Surther enacted, That the Postmastér
General shall cause the facts to be investigated in relation
to the contract of A. G. Sloo, for the transportation of the
mail in ocean steamers from New York to New Orleans,
Charleston, Savannah, Havana, and Chagres and hack,
per aot of March third, eighteen hundred and forty-seven,
for the purpose of ascertaining how far the contract cor-
responds with the original bids, and shall report to Con-
gress at the next session the facts and circumstances cou-
nected with the said contract; and also for what amount
the said mail service could be performed if & new con-
tract should be made, and whether the ships furnished
under said contract are built according to its terms. The
Postmaster Gencral is further directed by this act to as-
certain and report to Congress at its next session for
what amounts the service now performed under thesever-
al contracts with the Novy and Post Office Department
for carrying the mail in ocean steamers can be hereafter
performed, upon the supposition that the United States
shall take the steamers according to contract and sell or
transfer them.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That upon the appli-
cation of either of the companies contracting to carry the
mauil in ocean steamers from New York to Hmre, or from
New York to Bremen, the Postmaster General is hereby
suthorized to dxwh‘wge such company from said contract:
Provided, That no further compensation shall be paid to
either of said companies after such discharge from its
contract. [Approved, March 3, 1853.

[Pusrrc.—No. 47.7]
AW ACT to establish ‘gertain post roads, and for other
purposes.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacled, That the Postmaster
Geneml be authorized and requued to establish a ‘mail
between Bainbridge and Apalachicola.

Sec. 3. And bet further énacted; That all mxlro&ds and
parts of railroads which are now or hereafter may be in
operation be and the same are hereby declared to be
post roads ; and the Postmaster General may contract for
carrying the mails thereon according to existing laws.

Sec. 4. .4nd be it further enucted, That the Auditor of the
Treasury for the Post Office Department be and he is
hereby authorized to allow the postmaster at Richmond,
Virginia, and the postmaster at Cleveland, Ohio, the same
commisgsion on all mailable matter distributed at their
respective offices as is allowed by law to the postmasters
of the other distributing offices; such allowance to date
from the firgt day of June, one thousand eight hundred
and. fifty-one.’

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That hereafter, as the
office of Assistant Postmaster General, or either of them,
shall be vacated, the appointment of his successor shali
be made by the President of the United States, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the
first day of April next, in place of the compensation now
allowed deputy pestmasters, the Postmaster General be
and is hereby authorized to allow them commissions at
the following rates, on the postage collected at their re-
spective offices, in each quarter of the year, and in due
proportion for any period less than a quarter, viz: onany
sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, fifty per cent.,
but any postmaster, at whose office the mail is to arrive
‘regularly between the hours of nine o’clock at night and

five o’clock in the morning, may be allowed sixty pexoent.



on the first hundred dollars ; on every sum over andgshbove
one, bundred dollars, but not exceeding four b ndred
. dglia¥s, -forty per cent.; on every sum over and”above
;fguti;%ggdred dollars, - but-not exceeding twenty-four
‘hundred dollars, thirty-five per cent.; on every sum ex-
ceeding twenty-four hundred dollars, fifteen per cent.
And on the amount of postage on letters and packages
received at o distributing office for distribution may
be allowed ten per cent. Every postmaster whose com-
pensation shall not esceed five hundred dollars in one
quarter shall be allowed one cent for every free letter
delivered out of his office, excepting such as are for the
postmaster himself. But the special allowance now made
by law to the postmagter at New Orleans and Washington
city shall not otherwise be either increased or di-
minished. Each poetmaster who shall be required to keep
a register of the arrival and departure of the mails shall
‘ be allowed ten cents for each monthly return which he
| makes to the Postmaster General. Each postmaster may
' be allowed two mills for delivery from his office to & sub-
‘ scriber each newspaper mot chargeable with postage:
Provided, That the commissions and sallowances hereby
| authorized shall be subject to the provisions of the forty-
\ first section of the act entitled ¢“An act to reducg into
| one the several acts establishing and regulating tH8. Post -
- Office Department,” approved March the third, eighteen
. hundred and twenty-five.
1 . Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person who
| shall forge..or courterfeit any postage stamp printed or
impressed “upon any letter envelope authorized by  the
eight section of an act entitled *“ An act tosestablishecer-
tain post roads, and for other purposes,” approved August
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, or by any
‘ other act, or who shall counterfeit any die, plate, T en-
‘ graving therefor, or who ghall make or print, orknow-
‘ ingly use or sell, or have in his possession with intent to
‘ use or sell, any such false, forged, or counterfeited die,
plate, engraving, or stamped envelope, or Who shall make
or knowingly use, or sell or have in his possession with
intent to uss or sell, any paper bearing the water mark
of such letter envelopes, or any fraudulent imitation
thereof, or who shall make or print, or authorize or pro-
! cure to be made or printed, any stamped or printed letter
| envelope of the kind provided by the Postmaster General
| under the authority aforesaid, without the especial direc-
tion of the Post Office Department, or who, after such
letter envelopes have Dbeen prepared or printed, shall,
with intent to defraud the revenues of the Post Office
Department, deliver any such letter envelopes to any per-
| son or persons other than such as shall be authorized to
| receive the same by instrument of writing, duly executed
. under the hand of the Postmaster General and the geal of
' the Post Office Department, shall, on conviction thereof,
be deemed guilty of felony, and be punished by a fine not
. exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not’
exceeding five years, or by both such fine and imprison-
ment.

N

of every postmaster to cause to be defaced, in such manner
as the Postmaster General may direct, all letter envelopes;
with postuge stamps thereon which may be deposited in%
his office for conveyance in the mail ; and if any postmas-:
‘ ter sending such envelopes in the mail shall omit.fo de=
‘ face the same, it shall be the duty of_the postmaster- ;
whose office such envelopessshall be sent for delivery-to
deface them, and report the delinquent postmaster to tM
i Postmaster General. And if any person shsll use, or ats

5

" tempt to use, for the conveyance of any letter or other;
mailable matter or thing, over any post road of the Unite

"

S—

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty ¥ ;
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StRtes, either by mail or otherwise, auy such stamped
letter enivelope which has been before used for a.like
pagpose, such person shall be liable to a penalty of fifty
dollars, to be recavered, in the name of the United Btates, >
in amy court having competent jurisdiction. 1
Approved, March 8, 18563. l
& w

UNITED STATES AND PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL.

By existing regulations in Prussia, letters re-
ceived from the United States exceeding in weight
three and a half ounces, and which contain articles
other than written matter, or coined money, cannot
be treated as mail matter; and it is requested that
packets of this description be withheld from the
United States and Prussian elosed mail. The des-
patch post offices at- New York and Boston are in-
structed to take note of and be governed by these
regulations.

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO BRAZIL AND JAVA.

Wears authorized to say that hereafter the sin-
gle rate of letter-postage between the United States
and Brazil, via England, will be 45 cents, instead
of 87 cents, as heretofore—prepayment required.

We are further requested to say that a direct
communication: by British mail packets, running
once in two months between Singapore and Bata-

- via, having been established in connexion with the

overland mails to India and Australia, all letters,
newspapers, &c. addressed to Java, or to any of the
Dutch Possessions in India, will in future be for-
warded by these packets, unless specially directed
1@ be sent by other conveyance.

The regular mails for Java are to be made up in
London for transmission, via Marseilles, on the 8th
of each of the months of January, March, May,
July, September, and November; but letters and
newspapers may -also be sent, if so addressed, by
the route of Southampton on the 4th of each of
the menths above mentioned.

The rate of postage to Java (to be prepaid on
letters sent from and collected on letters received in
the United States) is sizty-five cents per letter of
less than a quarter of an ounce via Marseilles, and
Jorty-five cents per letter weighing. less than half
an ounce via Southampion.
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Postage on Newspapers to the Continent of
Europe, &o.

We have been furnished by the Post Office Department
with the following list of countries, the postage on news-
papers to which, when sent from the United States in the
British or open mail to Great Britain for transmission, is
two cents each, to be prepaid, (instead of four cents, 38
stated in the postage tables Jast published,) being the Uni-
ted States postoge only. When newspapers for these coun-
trieg are to go in the United States and Prussian closd
mail, the rate required to be prepaid is siz cents —being the
full United States, British, and German postage:

Alexandria, city of, via Marseilles, by French packet.

Algeria.

*Austrin and its States, via France.
*Baden, do.
*Bavaria, de.
Belgium.

Bremen, city of.

*Brunswick, via France.

Beyroat, city of, visn Marseilles, by French packet.
Cuxhaven.

Dardanelles, the, via Marseilles, by French packet.
*Denmark, via France,

France,

German States.

Greece, via Marseilles, by French packet.
Hambugg,

*Hanover, via France.

Holland.

Lubee, free city of.

*Mecklenburg, via France.

Moldavia.™

Naples, kingdom of, via Marseiiles, by French packet.
*Norway, via France.

*Oldenburgh, do.

Poland, (cannot be forwarded except as letters.)
Pruossis.

Roman or Papal States.

Russia, (cannot be forwarded except as letters.)
Saxony, via France

*3chwerin, do.

*Strelitz, do.

Scutari, Asia, city of, vi1 Marsailles.

Smyrna, de do dp do.

*Sweden, via France.

Switzerland.

Turkey, (Europe.)

Tuscany, via Marseilles.

Venetian States.

Wallachia.

Wartemburg.

Norz.—For the couuntries marked thus *, newspapers can be for-

warded, i:bt:m British or open msil, only by the routes respectively
» ve. - }

- alon, Jeo cade srrode &t SF 2053,
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PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL,

Information having been received of the estab-
lishment of certain regulations by the German-Aus-
trian Postal Union, requiring slight modifications
of ‘the instructions contained 1n the Postage Tables
of 18th October last ir regard to the United States
and Prussian closed mail, we are requested to pub-
lish the following list as cmbracing all the countries
and places to which letters and newspapers may be
forwarded in said closed mail, with the necessary
alterations. ]

Postmasters will .do well to compare this with
and note the alterations upon the postage circular
above referred to :
German-Austrian Postal Union, )

States of, viz: Prussia, all

other German States and the

whole Austrian Empire, by the
Prussian closed mail, via Lon-
don and Ostend......... 30 cents.

Alexandria, (by Prussian closed)
mail,).....38 cents.

Beyrout.....,......d0......40 ¢

Candis... w0, 40«

+ Prepayment optiohal.

Cesme...coevernnrees L
Constantinople ...do......40 * -
Dardanelles, the..do...... 40 «
Denmark........... i
Galatz... «
Gallipo ¢
Greece €
Ibraila ¢«
Tonian Islands....do......37 ¢
Larnaea ..o don... 40 «
Modens..cveree v s S 83 «
gﬁg:?e :: - Prepayment optional.
Papal States “
Parma ..coovueee «“
Poland... “
Rhodes .. L
Russia .. s
Salonica £
Samsum. ::
Smyrna...

Sweden......coonve «
Switzerland. “
Tenedos .. e
Trebizonde......... #
Tulozt . cseensed venes o ¢
Tuseany ...ooooeenes “

Varns.....ocooeveennll®ionens 40 ¢« ]
China, ' (except Hong Kong,) via Trieste (by Prus-
s ssianil?:»sed mail,}...62 cents.

East Indies (English possessions in)

via'!‘rieste.....................:....._...do ...... 38 «
East Indies, all other countries in

and beyond the East Indies, via

THIOBER s v ansenss srvsriaciscasns oreene@Ouinens 7O €6
Hong Kong, vis Trieste.c..sweesen@0ie 88 4

pa—
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Eg{pt (except Alexandria) ........... do......50 «
Italy (except Lombardy, Modena,

Parma, Tusgany, and the Papal

BUates) . cconrvrecernrerernernnssresesnedl
[Lombardy and Veniceare parts of

the Austrian Empire.] ‘
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies......... do......30
Tu ai,ﬁWs}lwhia, Moldavia, Ser-

via, Levante, and Turkish islands

in the Mediterranean (except

Constantinople, Beyrout,Rhodes,

Larnaea, 8myrna, Cesme, Tene-

dos, Mytilene, Salonica, Darda~

nelles, Gallipoli, Samsum, Var-

na, Trebizonde, Tuloza, Candia,

Galstz, and Ibraila).................do......80 ¢

Except to the-countries last above named (com-

‘posrabod JuomAndoag

‘mencing with Egypt) as requiring the prepayment

of 80 cents a letter, which i8 the United States
and Prussian postage only, the rates set down are
the full postage through to destination.

Newspapers to be sent in the Prussian closed mail
must be prepaid six cents each, which is the full
United States and Prussian postage. If to go in
this said closed mail to the British possessions in
the East Indies or to Hong Kong, they must be
prepaid 10 cents, and if to other points in China, or
to countries beyond the East Indies, 13 cents each.
But to the East Indies and China it is believed

that the cheapest route for nmewspapers is in the

British mail, via Southampton, 4 cents each, to be
prepaid, being the full United States and British

e.

Pm%?igth reference to the Prussian clpsed mail, we
are desired to remark, also, that in many instances
letters which should come in this mail, particularly
from the southern part of Germany, are received in
the open mail, generally via France, thus rendering
them subject to additional and much higher rates of
postage ; and it is suggested that writers would aid
greatly toward correcting this irregularity by re-
questing their correspondents in Germany to inform
themselves as to the correct rates of pdstage, and
to mark their letters specially to be forwarded
in the ¢ Prussian closed mail, via Ostend and Lon-
don.” It is to be observed that a prepayment in
either eétmtry of less than the combined rate of 30
cents on s letter goes for nothing.




.., . OFFICIAL.

L “o 0 powr Crricx DeranTxmwy,
&5 2 S Maps,les,
Pumuant (0 authority weatsd in the Postmanter General, and by and
with the sdvice and consent of the President of the United States;
(which advies and consent more Tullyappesr by an instrument in
writing this duy filed in the departoient) and with & view o bring
about lower snd more uniform rates of pamphiet and magazine post-
age in the contemplated postal srrangements with foreign govern~

Imente; particularly on the continent of Burops-— 5 %
- It iehereby ovdered, ‘I'hat, hereatier, the United States postags, to
be charged and collected on all pampblets and magazines muiled
within the United Btates for, of recsived from any forelgn sountry,
(€xeopt Grest Britain,* the British North Americsn provinces snd
the weat coast of South America,) be st the. rate of two cents sn
ounce or fraction of an oynce, instead of the rates established by

the set of 34 Marel, 1851 A .
5 ey R * JAMES CAMPBELL, .
kil L " . ;. Postmaster General. .
»We are informed that the renson why pamphlets, ke, to Great
Britain are excepled in. this order iv, that the present rate to that
country of four cémia an ounce, above tue first two ounces, is e
British charge on such publicstions sent to or received from the Uni~
ted States. . A lste proposition from our Post Offics Departrment 1o re-
duce the 7ate to Lwo centsan ounce was declined by the British ofice.
To the weat coust of Soulh American the rates -wstatlished by the
act of 1851 wre retained,owing to the high cost of the isthmous trans-
portation ; and to the: British North American ‘provinces the domes-
tic rates of the act of 1852 apply. New postage tabies, imbedying
these and other changes in the forsign ratew, we understand, will be

published @;&q couree pt‘ & fgw days.

CITY OF WASHINGTON.

SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 9, 1863. °
[mproved Postal Communication between the
United States and Bremen,

Having some days since seen it stated in the New York
papers that an agent from Bremen—Mr. R. Schleiden—
had come to the United States with the view to make
arrangements for puiting on two additional steamers
between New York and Bremen, and, if practicable,
to effect some improvement in the postal communi-
cation between the United States and the contnent, we
made inquiry, and bave obtained from the Post Office
Department the following interesting facts on the subject,

[t appears that uader the existing international postal
arrapgements between the United States and Bremen, the
postmaster of Bre?en acts as the agent of our Post Office
Department in receiving and forwarding the mails by
the United States steamers * Washington” and ** Her-
mann,” and that the Postmaster General ailows him for
his services a commission of 20 per cent. on the amount
of postage collected by him and credited to the United
States. This cqmmission of 20 per cent. covers the ex-
~ .pense. also of the service performed by Bremen, of con-
veying the mails betwesn the landing-place cf our steam-




ers at Bremenhaven, and the city of Bremen, s distance
of sbout 40 miles; and, under the arrangement, the Bre-
men inland postage is remitted on all mails conveyed by
said steamers,

The intention now is to place two more s'eamers cn
the line, and thus to secure semi.montbly, instead of
monthly trips, at regular intervals of about two weeks.
These steamers, the “Hansa” and “Germanis,” bave al-
ready been purchused, and are (o be run by the enter-
prising Bremen houseof W. A, Fritze & Co. ; and in order
that a due share of the postage might go toward the sup-
port of this new undertaking, it became necessary, of
course, to modify in some degree the existing postal ar-
rangements with Bremen. For this purpose, Mr. Schleid-
en, on the 4th instant, addressed a communication to the
Postmaster General, setting forth the views and wishes
of his government oo the subject; whereupon the Post-
master General proposed to him, in substance, the fo!-
lowing articles of agreement, in which we understand
M. Schleiden entirely concurs, viz:

1. There shall be a regular exchange of mails between
the post offices of New York and Brewen by the Bre-
men steamers Hansa and Germania, which shall run be-
tween the respective ports of New York and Bremes, as
near as possible at equal intervals with the trips of the
United States steamers Washington and Hermann.

2. The rates of postage on such mails shall be the
same as by said mail steamers of the United States line,
to wit : 20 cenls the single rate for letters of half an

ounce and under, 2 cents each for newspapers,and 2
‘cents an ounc® or fraction of an ounce for pamphlets and

magazines

2. With reference to letiers, 5 cents shall be consid-
ered as the United States inland postage, and 15 cents as
the sea posiage. N

4 Ten cents a single letter, or two-thirds of the sea-
posiage on all letters conveyed by them, sball be consid-
ered as belonging to the proprietors of the said steamers
Hansa and Germania, and this proportion of the
on 2l letters prepaid in_the United States, as wel] ason
all anpaid letters from Bremen for the United States, for-
warded by said steamers, shall be paid to the Bremen
post office by the United States Post 8%% Department, to
be so appropriated. The balance (one-third) of the sea-
postagé ‘shall belong to the United States.

5. ‘%’be postmaster at Bremen shall not be entitled-to
receive from the United States any commissions on the
#ea-postage he may collect upon any letters sent or re-
ceived by said steamers “Hansa” and “Germania.”

6. The United States Post Office Department will kesp
an account of all newspapers and other printed matter
conveyed by said steamers *‘Hansa” and “Germania,”
and will pay for the benefit of the proprietors thereof one
quarter of the whole (inland and -sea) postage thereon
10 the Bremen post office.

7. Said steamers “Hausa” and *“Germania” shall be
required to convey all dead and returned letters and the
official communications of the respective governments of
the United States and Bremen free of charge.

8. This arrangement shall go into effect on the 1st of
August next, and it may be terminated on three months'
notice by eitber party 1othe other, and at any lime by
mutual consent. i, ety
- It will be perceived thatit is not proposed by (his ar-

rapgement (0 make any alteration in the rates of posigge




to Bremen ; but we are informed that Mr, Schleiden is
instructed by his government to ubmit to the Postmaster
General] the quesiion of a reduction of postage by this
line of United States and Bremen steamers, and that the
subjeet will receive immediate attention, As it will be
seen by the pamphlet edition of Post Office Regulations,
1852, this route is at present the cheapest for letters and
newepapers, not only to Bremen, but to many other of
the German States; and with yet lower rates, and an in-
crease of the mail service (o semi-monthly trips, it can
hardly fail to become the channel of a large portion of
the correspondence between the United States and Ger-
many.

UOFFICIAL.

Post Orvice DeranTaest, August 4, 1853,

Pursuant to authority vested in the Postimnaster General, and by
and with the advice and consent of the President of the United
States, (which advice and consent miore fully appear by an instru-
ment in writing this day filed in the department,) and with a view
to make better postal arrangements between the United States and
Europe, particularly with the government of Bronen—

It is nereby ordered, That from und after the 15th of August,
1833, the postage on a single letter to Bremen, by the Bremen lise,
e reduced from 20 to 10 cents ; which rate is to be chaiged atso on
letters to and from Bremen, for all States beyond Bremen whose
postage to Bremen shall not exceed 5 cents the single rite.  On Jet-
ders for States beyoud Breinen, whose postage to or 'rom Bremen is
aver 3 ceats, the single rawe between tine Untted Siates and Bremen
shall be I5 instead of 10 cents; the postage Leyoud, whatever it
may be, to be added to the said rate of 15 cents. ‘

On all pamphiets and waguzines mailed withia the United Siates
for, or received from, any foreign country, (execpt Great Britain,
the Britsh North Americun provinces, and tie west coast of South
America,) the postage shell be atthe rate of one cent an ounce, or
fraction &f an ounce, insicad of twe centy, as e-tabisked by the order
ot 25th of May last.  And wuenever the British govermnent shall re-
duce taeir postage on works of this kind from the peosent rate of 4
cents to | cent ‘34 ounce, the same reduction may be wnads in the
United S1aies postage to and from Great Briwin.

JAMES CAMPBELL,
Pestmaster Gcneral.

Bcduction of Postage to the Continent of Ex«
rope.

From an official notice in tc-day’s pajer it will be ob.
served that the Postmaster Generg! has tiken snother
important step loward facilitating ¢ rreaspondence be-
tween the United States and the continent of Europs by
the United States and Bremen line. We are anthorized
tosay, also, that additional articles have been agreed
upon and signey by the Pottmaster General and Mr.
R. Schleiden, the resident miunister of the repablw of
Bremen, modifying the existing postal arrangement be.
tween the two countries, by providing for & reduction of

.Ahe postage by the Bremen line fron 20 to 10 ceuts the

single rate, as contemplated by the orver above referred
.to. ' States beyond Bremen are to have the benefit of this
redmd postaée, provided the rat: between Bremen and
such States respectively does not exceed .5 cents~ihus:
m!mg (be entlre postage of a single leitar to or !mﬁiay
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part of the United States only 15 cents. ~For Jette’s, the
German postage on which beyond Bremen is over Soents,

“the single rate between the United States and Bremen is

reduced from 20 to 15 cents. 1f will ba seen toat at pres-
ent the German rate is gererally 7 cent#, which, added to
the 15, makes the whole rate 22 cents. S st-ong an in-
ducement, however, being offered for a reductinof tie
GGerman rate to 5 cents, there is little doubt tbat it will
very soon be done.

1t will be voserved, also, that the postage on pamphiets
and periodicals to all foreign countries, except Great
Britain and the west coast of South Americs, has teen
reduced to the upiform rate of 1 cent an ounce—a most
Jdesirable improvement.

The following list bas been handed to us for publica-
tion
Rates of postugs on letters of ihe weight of hdlf am oumce and
under, by the United States and Bremen line of steamers,
hereafier 10 swil somi-monthly betwem New York and Bre-
mem, to go indo effect with the first cuigoing teamer efter
the 15th August current

PREPATMENT OPTIONAL.

Bremen - - . - - - 18 u'm
Allofiy - - . - - - 3
Austria (empire and provices of) - - 23 '“
Baden - - - - - - 22 %
Bavaria - - - - - -2
Cassel - - - - . - 22 %
Coburgh - - B . - - 22 u
Darmstadt - - . . - 23 ¢
Frankfo.t-on-the-Main - - - 21 0@
Gotha - - . . . - 22 0«
Hamburg - - . - - 15 @
Hanover - - - . - - 21 *
Hesse Hamburg . - - -2
Kiel - - - . - .- 22 %
Lippe Detmold - . - . - 30
T.ibee - . . - - - 22 W
Mecklenbergh-Sehwerin . . - 21 &
Mecklenber h-Sireiitz - - - . 22 @
Nassau - - . - - - 22 %
Oldenburg - - - - 12 ¢
Prussia (k.ngdom and Pr vace of) - S T
Reuss -« - . - - 22 ¢
Saxe-Altenburgh - - - -3 @
Saxe-Meiningen - - - - 22 %
Saxe-Weimar - - - . - 2L
Saxony (kingdom of ) « - . R
Sehaumburz-Lippe - - - - 2
Schwarntzburg-Rudolstadt - - - 22 ¢
Sch J(z!;nrg‘.,unden ausen - . - %8 ¢
Wurtemburg (kingdom of ) - -2 ¢

Newspapers seut from t.e Untel Smtm must be pre-
paid two cents cach, and pamplets and magazines one
cent an ounce 6r fraction of an ounce. Thisis the United
States pos'age only—ihe foreign postige bavipg to be paid
at the point of delivery. On all rinted 7 sit<r 'rom the
continent by the {nited States and Br:men line, the whole
posiage (United States and foreiyn) is 10 be 1 repaid.

Unpaid letiecs, and ne w:pap s and magazives, peepald
as above, for any of the fulluwing couatries, mn: slsd-be:
sent bythe Bremen live, viz: Alexandrim, Caire, Con-
stantivople, Denmark, Grecee, laly, (easters ta&f,}

Ao,




8;« Petensburgh, or M ‘Sweden, ind Swit-|
“The Sxnot rates mwmmm‘bw
? will ba given by the departien’, :ﬁ&oﬁ:mw

{ Wmcuad sl t2 them. gl 5a
"We regasd this measure for a reduction of ﬂn P
to the continent ss holding out encouragemetit' of' the
happiest resultsy It is » bald movemént; ind ode that u
timid head of » department would venture to ‘make:
‘know that it bas not been made. without due uﬂe&m
The ord ér of réduction, it° will be'sécn, has receive! the
official sanction of the President, aa réquired by law.: o
our German populetion- pasiculaily, asd to their friends
M..&c arrangement chanot 141l 1o be hdmf %
great sutisficciion ; and we look 10 sce then avail
selves of it o an extent that shall not only place its sex
cass bayond doubt, bat i&ord ;i ad&iﬁontl proof ia vor
of low postage. ..
+ Wa ke glad | io,powem, gln. th&t the Pmtmmrt‘m
hnl inipds repewing the proposal for tire reduction of
magadine postage between the Umtod States and Great
Britain. . The. present combined rate of ¢ight cents an
ounce:is little wnr than aa act of entire prohibition. We
can coneaive of no good reason why the British author- |
ities gﬁpﬁd desire to keep up this high rate on magazines,
bat, on the uonlrary. there are many reasons why it
would 8] tppotr 1o'be greatly for their interest to adopt the
lowast fate Mc to obtain. Sheuld the rate on eitber
side h re&uceﬁ 1o one cent an ounee, we are sare it
mld.(&gc great satfaction, partiewlarly to Titerary n(!
M, on both adeﬂt the water.

Unitod Stateu and Brcmen Pomﬂ Arrangh
; ment,

The followmg table will explain itself. 1t has been
prepared at the Post Office Department :.

and newspapers moybe sent throvgh the United States { The
rates here set down are the FORKIGN postage, which, with

age in the couniries and_plascs herein named )
Me‘xjcyf enesynrdranenstianye

Wmlmba, &.c.(Briusb) vizs
Antigua .. P PP YN
a:bado«.« Soo

Demerara. m,u...“.... s

j “"‘“ e sas edvvianiy ""*‘ri’ cents on each Jettsr of half an

| “M seesasanbensovartestt £ gunee or under, apd 2 cente
$f Bsmessine snassvsanhenbenane ont each newnpaper.

R R
‘.,4..... se e gnr
P",'DO‘!!‘S ay

List of foreign caundries between which and Bremen leifers |

xhe United States and Bremen postage, must be tollected |~
remen, as well on -matter sent as on matler veseived— |
l‘b,c Umud Staies not having the means of collecting post» :




v, §98 conts on snch letiar of Bl sx
%’r“é’m.. Qunes v spbece s0d S o

!OQ

? Gumw,(mm....m.... ; |
ﬂ“uonuu 2heLBIII 2N R EERE -

Cobijs, (Bolinin).e.eovirrronsans '
} ‘l:. m,.(..«’....,...........,.jamv
W CRMEYe o wsdrvenroveerse ouBes i
: umm.do. Casesv eesssrrnerrs on sach newspeper. -
Coquitgbo, 40, . cecoceriovsrrssns
Vﬂp.mw,dm serosvysernen e
8¢ J.‘Gua“’ Seses Beses Wesers

_Pnyu.......(!m)....uwmu.
DRYEQUS. .80 cusssomurorssess
‘ guuw 80 . ..go.......... sesor
AIMIReess saol0suescrrasnssnars -
S HUSCHO o ves B0 sovcarvrvensoras | 3B N ON each Jetier of hall sk
CRMBO., core o0 suvivonioressren p OUBCE Of under, and § conts

B E [T WOURRF. | D - on each newspaper,
PIB00..c0veves@0 srvrnrononssstas |2 ,
Iy coonienes sheserasecrsns . ;

ATICH.vorvaneollD vnmssromesrers |
!quiquc.‘.g...do....... snnresess ) ‘

Cbum, (New Granads).. { 20 cents on each letier ot balf an

¥ ounece or under, and 3 cents
ereneolOuinsiriniiicisen § on' ench newrppers

Po any of the British North Ametionn provinces and 10 the Sand- wé* ¥ é
wich islands, prepaid jetters, newspapers, and wagszines may be el
sent Shrough at the same rates as fo the Uuited States. in these i-ffuc. & /L'u 5
cased the postage accruing beyond the frontier of the Umer Btates | cocron /B ""ﬁl
must be ’aid at the poinis uiddwiry. i pmé»(;
1 ; totleceo éz’

Bt g o L S

WEDNEQDAY A,UGUST 31 1853.

IMPORTANT TO POSTMASTERS AND OTHERS.

We are requested by the Postmaster General to
call attention to the following regulations in regard
to postage on letters to Foreign Countries :

In the Mail to Great Britain the single’rate of
postage is 24 cents, prepayment optional. On
cither a letter or packet of any weight the whole
postage or mome at all should be prepaid. If
any thing less than the whole is prepaid, no ac- |
count is taken of it, and ¢ {s entirvely lost to the |
sender. The British Post Office declines o change
this rule, except on conditions considered inadmis-
gible.

In the Prussian closed Mail to Germany 30 cents
is the single rate, prepayment optional. This pays
from any part of the United States to any part of
the German-Austrian Postal Union. A prepay-
ment of any sam less than the regular rate of 20
cents is not recognised, and is of course lost to the
sender. A note of fractions of the rate could not |
be taken without seriously complicating the aec-. \
counts, besides causing much additional labor and (
trouble at the exchange offices. But, contrary to ‘
the practice under the United States and British \
Postal Convention, in the Prussian mail every full
rate of 30 centsis credited, whether the whdle |

Wmnhmrapﬁhtnmmmy




logflag-any balance dus o be collected st the office
of delivery. o

By the Bremen Mail the rule is the same as un.
der the Prussian arrangement. The single rate to
Bremen is 10 cents, to Oldenburg 12, to Hamburg
15, to Altona and Hanover 21, and to any other
place in Germany 22 cents, prepayment optional.
In cither case & prepayment of any fraction of the
full rate goes for nothing.

The rule for rating letters to all foreign countries
(except the British North, American Provinces) is
to charge onc rate for half an ounce or under, two
rates if the weight is over one-half and not exceod-
ing an ounce, four rates if over one and not ex-
ceeding two ounces, sic rafes if over two and not
exceeding three ounccs, and so on, charging two
rates for every ounce or fractional part of an
ounce-over the first ounce. As this rule differs
from that foMowed in respect to domestic letters,
where each half ounce or fraction of a half ounce
counts as one rate only, Postmasters who are not
careful to observe this difference are liable of course
to commit mistakes.

We beg to suggest that in calling attention to
this subject Editors generally would render to many
of their readers an essential service, and we would
suggest to those of our readers who have any for-
eign: correspbndence to preserve the above explana-
tions for reference.

FOREIGN MAILS,

Post OFrice DerarTyext, Sept. 1, 1850,

TH’S following is a copy of section 3d of the act of Congress, enti-
Hed “ An act making appropriaiions for the transportation of the
United States mail by ocean steamers, antl otherwise, during the fis-
cal year ending the thirticth of Jine, one thousand cight hun-
dred and fifty-four,” approved March 3d, 1853, viz : .
‘¢ 8xc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General
shall cause the facts to be investigated in relation to the contract of
A. 6. Bioo, for the transportation of the mail in ocean steamers frof
New York to New O-leans, Charleston, Savanoah, Havana, and
Chagres, and back, per act of Mgch third, eighteen hundred and

“forty-seven, for the purpose of ascertaining how far the contract cor-

responds with the original bids, and shall report to Congreas at the
wext session facts and cir I i with " the said
cottract; and wso for whe: amount the sald mail service could be
perforraed if a new contract should be made, and whether the ships
furmielied under said contract are bmit according fo its terms, The.
Postma:ter General is further direeted by this aet to ascertain, and
reportto Congreas ot its next s 5 for what an the service,
now performed ‘under the several contraels with the Navy and Post
Oifice Nepartments for earrying the mail in ocean steamers, can be
hereafter perforined, upon the supposition that the United States

shall take the g o s and sell or trapsfer
taewm. L ) 5

Except in respect 10 'the New Orleans and Vera Cruz reute,’
which m 3 inued by the P G 1, on the al-,

ay bé
lowanee oryonc months? extra pay, the clause in ail the contracts giv-’
ing to'the United States the right to take possession of the ships ix, in
substanee, an foliows :



“And the said Sceretary of ihe Unitod Siates navy, for the time
bﬂo’, shall wt all times exercise control over said s
sball at wry time have the right 10 iske them for (he sxcinnive nen
Sud service of the United Stutes, and 1o direct such changes in their
machivery and internal arrsngemwents ss the mid B«mm -y ro-
quirs ; the cost of such changes 1o be ascertained by the sctusily
therefor, sud the proper compensation of the vaine of the shipe,
when %o taken as aforesnid, 1o be sscertained by sppraisers to be
mutusily choscu by the pacties aforessid.”

NOW, NUTICE 1S NEREBY GIVEN, that with » view of re
porting 1o Uongress, in as compiete & manner as pomible, tha in-
formation calied for by Congress im section third above quoted from
the act of 3d March Jaat— .

PROPOSALS

Will be received at the Post Ofics Department, in the city of
Washiagton, until 3 o'clock, p. m., of Monday, 3ist day of October
next, for cogvaying tbe uaifu{ the United States for six yeurs from
the firet day of October, 1354, in the manner and time berein speci-

No. 1. From New York to Cowes, in England, and thence to
Hremen Haven,in Germany, and from said Bremen Haven, by
Cowes 10 New {’ ork, onee & month, .
sg A for one additional trip a year, cach way, will bs con-
sidered.

No. 2. From Charleston, Bouth Carolina, by Ssvannal, Owk
and Key West, Fiorids, to Havana, in Cabx, and from said
vana, by Key West and Savannsh, to Charleston, twice s month,

No. 3. From New York to New Orleans, twice & month, and back,

bing at Charl (if p ble,) Savannah, snd Hevasa,
and ‘l;rm Havana to Chagres (Aspinwall) and dack, twice &
mounth.

Proposals to omit Charl and 8 h will be dered

In Liew of above, proposais will also be received for service from
New York to Aspinwall, direct, 2,000 miles, end back, semi- 'y
in not exeeeding nine dsys to the uip euch way. from New Yurk
hy Havans to New Orlesns, 2,000 miles, und buck, semi-iaonthly,
in not exceeding ten days to the trip each way; and from New O«
; leans (0 Aspinwall, dire2t, 1,406 miles, and back, sesai monthly, in

not exceeding seven days 1o ihe Urip each way.

No. 4. ¥From Panama, New Gransds, to San Diego, California,
Monterey, San Francisco, and Astoria, in Oregon, twice a momnth
each way-touching, if practicable, at Port Orford, in aad
at such other iutermediate port oo the const of Oregon or C
as in the opinion of the P General the public interest iy

require. . e
3’he schedules of Nos. 3 and 4 must be so amranged as 10 make doe
i isth of P 1, thus forming & conti

ion at the 3 nUOuS
rowte from New York, &c., to Astonia and back, twice & month, ..
*No.5. From New York fo Liverpool, in Bsgiand, ind back, twen.'
%n’%lxgtﬁpa per annum, at such tiwres as the Postmaster Generzl,
all direet. o
Proposais 10 touch at Holyhead, in"England, will be considered.
No.§. From New York, by Cowes, in England, 1o Havre, in FPravew,
wg back, onf;: & month. & <
1opose’s for chauging the termiaus of this line from Havre 0.
Antw in Belgium,and for one additional trip a year, esch
will be cousidered. P & yRAT; ack Wy,
Ne. 7. From New Orleans, Louiziana, to Vera Cruz, Mexico, and
back, three times a month, suppiying Tampico, Moexico, by & side
mail going and returning. i
d‘Le:w New Orleaus on the first, fuurteenth, aud twenty fifih
¥ e '
Arrive at Vera Cruz same mouth by the fourth, se
twenty-eighth days. d i BETentenaly. sl
d‘l;:ne ch Cruz every month on the first, sixth, and twenty-frat
Arrive st New Orleans same month by the fourth, pinth. sn
tv;myfounh days. . i = - Moy, wad
proposale ig each inst should specify the number '
to be taken for the trip each way, and the :Meaf con b,y
:mw&b‘ by steamslips in ail respects suitable for re
Ce. ¥ F
i Ifeo tx should be entered in wilt be "y
| conform.in all respects 10 the laws and regulations applicable s t
* ordinary contracts of the Post Uffice Dep‘z’tment. * i “
The bide should be sent duly guarantied, under senl, 1o the Poek-
master General, and the words “Mail Proposais—Foreign Maile”

written oa the face of the letter. :
JAME! B
Bepta—tawbw MES gAHPaBLL, )

P
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{foreign postages. In the mean time Postmsesters

either of these last named mmbyﬁumts
fmnabemdhm s )

mmnrm mmm L

Wom;uthmudwn?m&akﬂmg%
bas been made up &t the

official m{ormtaan received by the Inst steamer from
Bremen, and that, 50 soon as fully perfocted, these
rates will be introduced into the M table of

and others wi doweﬁtopme this for reference.

Bg:v jo‘r I’os%x by the Nﬁl };Wk and Bremen |

on. Lejter cwospapers from any

pm‘;f M}gmwd S‘;:m to t.:c/ouwwm%mw
trics, viz

Cents. | Conts. | Conts.
Bromen ....ienennens 10 — b
Hamburg... 15 e .2
Hanover... 1% — 2
Qldenhm%’ 13 — 2
All other mmSutu,ciﬁes,

towns, Kingdom of Prussis,
Austrian Empi Ilun

.

Galiia, Lom Uy A
o —_— 2 !

a8

a4 g

ok

— -2 m

g 3 ’;&

30 ’ﬁf

- @t

T poa

g zE::‘

- 45
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On pamphlets and magw.nes the United Statl’
postage by the Bremen line is one cent an ounce “s

fraction of an ounoce; at required.  On

pr;nﬁed matter m’;l;: mt;emd}tfr;am )mii ‘

whole (Uni tates ign) is pre- {
W V

the’ other side. - To :
awex Ttaly, Malts, and Wallachia themon‘
newspspers by ‘the : line have not been far-.
nmhadmtkemnt. All matter sent to

i
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/) J/% /133




FORBIGN MAILS,

 Afhe following Table of Comparison, prepared. sb
the Post Office Department, is interesting as show-
ing that for the correspondence between Germany
and the British North American Provinces, the Bri-
tish West Indies, Cuba, and Mexioo, the United
States and Prussian closed mail arrangement offer8
cheaper rates of communication than those charged
on such correspondence when sent in the British
mail.

CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the rates of postage on let-
- ters between the German-Austrian Postal Union and
the following-named countries, firét, when transmitted

" 1and in the British mail:

In the United States

mail, via the U. 8.5 vis England.
“ Names or CouNtmigs, | tobe pmepaidin Ger- * )
. my, whether k?e :
£ s sent from 't Prepaym’t
Pt e itk

country, Ty
Cents. Cents. | Centa.
Canads....coeercorencencssens 35 45
Do., via Halifax, when
desired ..ueceesrnenrernsone 35 41
Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, Prince Edward’s| -
Tsland, via the United
States, when desired.. 30 45
Do., via Halifax....cc.es 30 41
Newfoundland......coneeen 30 41
British Coloniesand Pos-

sessione in the Weal In-
dies, viz:

Antigua ooei covsansnnnrenns 35 41
Babamas, (Nassau) ... 35 41
Barbadoes 35 41
Cariaoot. . s rarresnernceons 35 41
DeMErArS cuecsns coners svanss 35 41
Dominieh...arevessssenserne 35 41
Besequibo ...opeceanversions 35 41
Grenads.. e icarsoessceonas 3b 41

cover 35 41
NoViBowriessrermerocsensornnse 35 41
St. Kith'8.everreesessaniusnees 35 41
St. Luci® coccersersaronsorves 35 41
St. Vincent ivuvercoereonsece 35 41
TODBZO ecorcrenreseepusnsases 35 41
 TOrtolMssees verssesssnencnsns 35 41
Trixniésd esenersesrananissnas : §5, ‘ 41

@Li%€.uueer crrees ereneanenrns 5 4
%emudu 35 4{
Berbi0e sesse crossensserrones 35 45

| Jameiea, (except Kings-
1 B A 35 m

Kingston oovecoserseeseres 35 41
Honduras v seesesecesces 59 41

via the United States in the United States and Prussian |
closed mail in either direction; and, secondly, via Eng-}

and Prussisn closod In the British mail,




PUP
Weat Indies, &c.,(not Bri-
. Hsh,)viz:
Gandaloups..ocmvessessens 59 - 47
Martinique ..o eseriens 59 A
Hayti, (5t. Domingo).... 59 - 4
Porto Ri€0s..ors sosessevens 59 . - 1 g
| 8t Bustatius..om oo 59 - 47
8t Martin coooveccsnerenes 59 - 47
St CroiX oo emeressnsmenes 59 - 41
8t JOhNuvenersarennreonses 59 - 41
8t ThODAS wovvereorrriresns 59 - 41
Cuba, via United States, i
when desired.cocer v 35 - 46
Do., direct..ocreesersires — - 43
0 1 e 45 - 67
Central Americs, (Costa
Rica, Guatemala, Mos-
quito Const)ernersiruees 59 - 67
Bogota, (New Grenada). 53 - 41
Buencventura, do.....cees 53 - 41
Chagres,....oeeloinnens 45 i - 41
Panama oeeeees d0sierneses 45 - 41
Bolivia, (South America) 73 - 65
¥ Chililesesssasssere@Ouisennans 73 - 85
Beuador vooueeee@Ourorerens 73 - 85
Pert covnropinocne@Ooreierars 57 - &5
Venezueld..o..80.vriees 59 - 41
Sandwich Islands.....ones 30 - 33
On newspapers sent to or from any of the above-named
countries in the Prussian closed mail, the postage, which
must in all cases be collected in Germany, is as follows,

viz: To or from the British North American Provinces
and the Sandwich Islands, 6 cents each; to or from the
British West Indies, Cuba, Mexico, Chagres, and Pana-
ra, 8 cents; to or from the West Indies, &c. (not Bri-
tish) and Central America, 12 cents; and to or from the .
West cosgiof South America, 14 cents. Of the rates on

| newspapers by the British mail we are not advised.
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On pamphlets and magazines, the United |
/| States postage by the Bremen line is one eantl
i an ounce, or fraction of an ounce, prepaymént ! /
required. On all printed matter recetved in | /
the (Bremen mail, the whole postage (United f /
| States and foreign) is prepared on the other | by /
side. To Alexandria, Corfu, &e., the whole | (\//

| postage i.rough to destination having to be |

v&pﬁid; 19 ratos are givén 9, newspapers.
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IMPORTANT TO POSTMASTERS AND OTHERS.
We understand that, by recent instructions of the |
| Postmaster General, the exchange offices of New
' York and Boston are required to report every Post-
. master taking wrong rates of postage on letters to
- foreign countries. We also learn that from these .
reports it appears that, hesides other crrors, a great |
many letters for the continent of Europe, marked to
go “via Liverpool” or ¢ via Kngland,” are taken
i by offices in the interior at rates applicable only to
| the direct Bremen line. This, of course, causes
confusion, and often results in less to the sender.
Persons writing to the continent are advised to
use light paper, especially if their letters are to go
either through or to France, Switzerland, or Italy,
' where the quarter-ounce scale for letters (except by
the Prussian closed mail) still prevails.

U —

tReduction of Postage to Montevideo.—We are
authorized to say that the“single rate of postage
‘between England and Montevideo, or any other
‘part of the Republic of the Uraguay, haviug been
‘reduced from 2s. 7d. to .1s., the whole postage on
a letter from the United States to that Republie
will hereafter be 45 instead of 83 cents, pre-pay-
ment required.

RPDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO BAVARIA axp LUBEC.
"We are authorized to say that the Kingdom of
Bavaria and the free city of Lubec (Germany) hav-
ing acceded to the United States and Bremen ar-
rangement, the single rate of postage to those States
respectively, by the Bremen line, will hereafter be
15 instead of 22 cents, prepayment optional.
Postmasters are advised to note these and all
similar changes upon their Table of Foreign
Postages.

} Post OrricB DEPARTHENT,
1 MarcH 28, 18564.
{  Pursuant to authority vested in the Postmaster Gene-
! ral, and by and with the advice and consent of the Presi-
dent of the United States, (which advice and consent more
fully appear by an instfument in writing this day filed in
the Department,) and with & view to improved postal ar-
rangements with foreign Governments, particularly with
Australia—
1t is hereby ordered, That hereafter the single rate of
postage on all letters for Australia, or other foreigncoun-
_try, to which the ocean transportatiol thereof may be
! obtained at not exceeding two cents a letter, be and the
same is hereby fixed at the uniform rate of five cents, ex-
cept where, over three thousand miles, the lowest United
sh.m inland rate is six cents, when the whole rate, in-
land and sea, shall be eight cents, i both cases to bepre«
peid. JAMES CAMPBELL,
Postmasier General.
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: OCEAN PENNY POSTAGE.

Our Government has achieved the first step in
this important object, and a long step too, for it
embraces half the circumference of the globe—that
is to say, a penny postage has been established be- |
tween this country and Australia. We learn thia |

interesting fact from the following annonncement
'which we have received from the POSTMASTER |
GENERAL for publication : "

Rrovrar Monrmiy Mam rrweex Nsw Yomx axp 3
AUSTRALIA DIRROT.—Single rate of postage five cents, pre-
paid.—The PosrsiasTer GeNerAL has made an arrange-
ment with the proprietors of the *‘Australie Pioneer |
Line of Monthly Packets” to convey the mail regularly
between Now York and Australia by sailing ships monthly
{n each direction. It is expected that the first mail under
" this arrangement will be dispatehed from New York on
| the 25th of April. The single rate of postage for letters
is five cents; for pamphlets and magazines one cent sn
ounce or fraction of an ounce; and for newspapers two
cents each, pre-payment required. The incoming mails,
as the United States postage thereon cannot be pre-paid,
will be treated as ordinary private ship mails.

to the PoSTMASTER GENERAL to enter into such

arrangements for cheap ocean postage, and by |

the latter has been promptly and happily carri-
ed out with perhaps the most distant region on

siderable correspondence. The migratory habits
of the age impart to cheap ocean and international

the globe with which our people have sny c(m-F

1

than it would have been a hundred or even fifty

. years ago; and we cannot doubt that an object 80
‘berieficent will soon overcome all existing obstacles
| to its universal extension. We think that our Gov-
{ernment, and especially our Postal Department,
| deserves credit for its endeavors to carry forward

| the good work. :

i il — e -

. NEWSPAPERS BY.ZHE BREMEN LINE. 4.7
“+We are authorized to-say that the United States
and Bremen Postal Arrangement has been so- far
modified that newspapers by the Bremen line, when
not over two ounces in weight, done up singly in
‘tarrow bands, open at the ends or sides, may be
fully prepaid ‘to any part of the German-Austrian
Postal Union ; the rate thus required to be prepaidd

| The sbove sucoessful step is the first fruit of a |
 general authority wisely given by the PRESIDENT |

; ; sides, may be
postage an importance immeasurably greater now . an- Austrian |

 being three cents per newspaper. .
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1 appropriations for the civil and diplomat

]

AN ACT to amend the third section of the * Act making appropri-
stions for the eivil and diploniade expenses of government for the
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred snd fifty-four,’
and for other purposes, :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, Thut of the
clerks authoriged by the third seetion of the act spxmwd March
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, entitled “ An sct making

fo expenses of goverument
for the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-
four,” those of the first class shall receive g snlary of twelve hun-
dred dollurs per snnum ; those of the second clsss, a salary of four-
teen hundred dollars per annum ; those of the tird class, & salary of

-sixteen hundred dollurs per annum: and all clerks not provided for

in this act, performing the same or shimilar duties with any one of

“the classes, shall receive the same compensation as is allowed to

such class; aod the clerks employed in the Census Bureau shall be
paid, during the present fiscal year, the sume as¢ is hereby allowed
to clerks of the second class.

Brorion 2. Jnd be it further enacted, Thut the stamp and blank
agent for the Post Office Department receive the same salary a§ clerks
of the sccond class, provided for in the first section of thisact ; and an
addition of twenty per cent. is hereby added to the gagenaw au-
thorized by law 10 each of the mes_engers, packers, laborers and
watchmen of the different executive departiients of the government
in Washington ; to the clerks employed at the navy-yard and marioe
bairacks at Washington; to the clerk, messenger and laborer in the
office of Commissioner of Public Buildimgs, doorkeeper and as-
sistant dosrkeeper at the Exceutive Mansion ; public gardener, labor-
ers employed in the public grounds and President’s garden ; two ad-
ditional watchmen and the police at the Capitol; watchmen em-
ployed at the President’s House and reserva jon No. two, lamplighter,
the general superintendent ; the draw-keepers of the bridges across

i the Lastern Branch and Potomac; and that the provisions of the

second section of the act of Augast thirty-first, eighteen hundred and
fifty-two, “making appropriatiens for the eivil und diplomatic ex-
peuses of the government for the year ending the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-ihree,” &e. be, and is hereby extended to

{such p hesein i who were in employment during
. that fiseal year, and were excluded from the benefit of sald act by the

decizion of the Comptroller of the Tre sury.

Secrion 3. JAnd be of further enactod, That instead of the salaries
now sllowed by law to the Superintendent of the Census, and 1o the
Assistant Postmasters General, they shall each receive the same
salary that is paid to the Assistant Secretury of the Treasury.

BxorioN 4. JAud be it further eaceled, That the increased compen-
sation provided for in this sct shall commence from the first day of
July, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and the necessary money to
earry this act into effect is hereby appropriated outeof aay money in

the treasury uot otherwise appropriated.  Provided, That nothing
| herein contained shall be construsd a3 making an apptepriation for
’gztwiad beyond the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and filty-
!; B .
L Approved Aprit £2, 1854
, [ Public, No. 10.] :
A BRESOQLUTION for extending an existing contract for carrying
the mail in Alabama. X
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of JAmerica in Congress assembled, That the Posimas-
ter General be, and he hereby is, authorized to etend the existing

contract for carrying the mail upon the route between Montgomery
. and Mobile, for four years from the time at which said contract

.~ would expire by its own Ii ion, if, in his opi 5 the public mn-

¢ terest and conv will be p ted by such exiension of said
cantract. :
© Approved May 3, 1854 i

[Publie, No, 25.] -
AN ACT regulating the pay of deputy postmasters.

Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of JAmerica in Congress assembled, That in pisee of
the ~ompensation now allowed deputy p the P 3’
General be, and he is hereby authorized to atlow them commissions
8t the following reteson the postage coll at their respective of-
fices in each quarter of the year, and in due proportion for any period
jess than a quarter, viz:

‘Ou auy sum not exceeding one hundred dollars sixty per eent.; but
any pustimaster at whose office the mail is to arrive regularly, be-
tween the hours of nine o'clock at night and five o’clock in the
morning, may be auowed(seumy per ceat. on the first hundred dol-

i On suy sum over and above one hundred dollars, and not exceed-
uammmw,wpnuu: s o
1 Omsay sem over snd above four hundred dollars, but not exceed- |
! ing twenty-four hundred dollwrs, forty percent.; . *

i




| And"OR all sums over iwenty-four hundred dolints, ffteen per |
; cont.: i
| smount of on Jetters and received at 8.
| e mwn, swelve o

| distributing ofies for one-Dalf per cent. com-
| mission misy be silowed ; ;
! ﬂmwwmemfmmm »hiail not exceed five hun-
dred dotiare in one quarier, shall be allowed one cent on svery free

elivered outof his office, except such as are for the post- %
m;’ﬂ;:cm But the w&eiufs!kwmec now msde by law, (0 the
postmasters st New Orlesns sad Washingion eity, shall not other-
wise be sither incressed or diminished ;

Each postmaster who sbiall be required 10 keap a register of the ar-
tival and departuse of the muils, shall be allowad ten cents for eacs
monthly return which he makes 10 the Postmaster General ;

B o e e et nowepeper Wp¢ churpoatss Wik

office to & subscriber
e vided, 'That to any postmaster of aw R

ty-first duy of March, one thousand eight bundred snd fifty-three,

. have been insufficient to defray the sctual and necessary expenses

i and sfford the p the i comp derived from :

commissions at the sfice before said thirty-first of March, the Post-+ %

masier may, in his discretion, siiew quarierly from the date |

aforeenid, out of the postages collected at any such ofiice, an amount

sufficient tx:){ supply such fe.gc&ency: ther, ’l‘hu 1o any '
£ & ce wh !

. , 8l and’
smolumenis may be found insuficient 10 provide the extra Jabor ne- |
cessary 10 & ptor’;spt and eticient performance of the duties of sepa-
rating and despatching the jaails passing through his office, the Post- |

ages collecied at such office, as be may deem sufficient 1o compen-
:::é such extra jabor: [ i f That the commissions and
allswances suthorized by this act shall be subject to the pva

one the several scts esiablishing and regulating the Post Office De-

partment ;7 Jnd provided , That the Postmaster General

may, in his discretion, dispose of any quarierly retums of mails sent

or received, which were made up previous to (hie first day of July,

eighteen hundred and fifty, grmtvin; ihe accounts current, and ali
b ¢ ¢ >

)

and use such portion of the

and disposing of the same. This act shall take effect and be in force !
from and afier the commencemen of the next fiscal quarter after its

Ky .
! A;:gz}ved 92 Juue, 1854,

P e S (R A
AW act granting the franking privilege to the Buperintendent of the

Co&t Survey, and the assistant in charge of the office of said
COASL SUrvey. w

Be it enacied by the Senste and House of Representatives of thei
WUnited States of America in Congress assembled, That the Supers
intendent of the Coast Burvey, and the assistant in charge of the-
office of the coast survey, shall be authorized to receive and trans-
mit, free of postage, by the mails, all letters and documents in re-
| Intion to their public duties. : :
Appyoved February 2, 1854, e 1

Reisiotig s J PSR Y . i

[Pusric—No. 50.]

AN ACT making provision for the postal service in the
State of California and in the Territories of Oregon and
Washington.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Iouse of Representatives
of Jhe United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the Postmaster General be and he is hereby authorized to
empower the special agents of the Post Office Department
in the State of California and in the Territories of Ore-
gon and Washington to appoint letter-carriers for the de- |
livery of letters from any post office in the said State or
Territories, and to allow any letter-carrier so appointed-
to demand and receive a sum for all Jetters, newspapers,
or other mailable matter not more than may be recom-
mended by the postmaster for whese office such letter- . - i
¢arrier may be appointed: Provided, That not more than N
twenty-five cents shall be charged for any letier, newsps-
,'per, orounce of other mailable matter. All such appoint- £
i ments may be determined and rates of compensation mo- A

{m dﬂm the iim&ts afmm’;it, :khenem the same is | ./

'oand expedient in the opinion of the appointing agent : ¢

| And- it is further provided, That sll such . sppointments |

; and contracts shall be subject to the approval of the Post-

e

i

%
master General may make such quarterly allowance, out of the post- ‘@ 2

"

of the forty-first section of the act entitied “ An act to reducs iuog § ‘?
D
L

You R Sue; Q
proeeeds therenf as may be necessary 1o defray.the cost of separating i

Nty m

. : Pro office at . .
gvt:mbc commissions, allowances und emoiuments, since the thir- . &

7y




“...ble to said letter-carrier routes.

; master General ; and upon notice to any carrier of his
" rejection by the Postmaster General, his appointment and
contract shall be determined ; and that all letter~carriers
sppointed in pursuance of this act shall be subject to the
provisions of the forty-first section of the act entitled
-4 An set to change the organization of the Post Office
Department and to provide more effectually for the set-
tlement of the accounts thereof,” approved July second,
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, except as herein other.
wise provided : Provided, That no letter or letters or other
mailable [matter] shall be delivered by any postmaster |
to said carriers unless requested in writing by the person |
or persons to whom said letters or other mailable matter
i may be directed.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That esch and every
| letter-carrier route which may be established under the
provisions of this act shall be deemed a post route during
its continuance ; and the provisions contaiued in the ninth,
tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and fifteenth sections of an act
entitled ¢ An act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit
the use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege,
and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the
Post Office Department,” approved Mareh third, eighteen
huhdred and forty-five; and the fifth and eighth sections .
of an act entitled *“ An act to establish certain post roads
and for other purposes,”’ approved August thirty-first,
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, are hereby made applica-

sec. 3. And be il further enccted, That the Postmaster
Qeneral be and he is hereby authorized to cause the dead
letters which may accumulate in the post offices in said
State ard Territories after the thirtieth day of June, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, to be
returned in periods not less than quarter-yearly to the
post office at San Francisco, to be there opened and ex-
amined under the direction of the postmaster of that
office, who shall, according to such regulations as the |
Postmaster General may preseribe, return to the Post
Office Department such of said letters as shall be found -
to contain money, valuable papers, or matters of conse-
quence, to be disposed of according to law, and destroy
such letters as shall be found to contsin nothing of value:
Provided, however, That no dead letters shall be opened
which the postal arrangements of the United States with
foreign countries require to be returned unopened to such
countries respectively. .

Bec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
General may allow to the postmasters in said State and
Territories from the first day of July, one thoussnd eight
hundred and fifty-three, such sums out of the postage col-
lected at their respective offices as will, in addition to
the commissions, allowances, and emoluments, be suffi-
ci‘?nt to defray the actual and necessary expenses of their
offices. )

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That the Postmaster
General be and he is hereby authorized and directed, in
the settlement of the accounts of postmasters in ihe State
of California and Territory of Oregon, serving as such
previous to the thirticth of June, auno Domini eighteen
hundred and fifty-three, to allow to such postmasters sll
just and reascuable expenses incurred by them in and
i aboit the business of their respective offices and the dis-
charge of their official duties: Provided, That ne allow-
ance shall be made whereby the United States ghail be
i charged with any indebtedness whatsoever. '

. Approved, July 27, 1854. ‘ I



"

[Publie, No. 75.]

AN ACT making apprepriations for the civil and diplomatic
expenses of government for the year ending the thistieth
of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and far.
other purposes.

De it enaeted by the Senate and Hine of Representatives of
the United Staten of  America in Congres assembled, That.
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, a propria-
ted, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, for the objects hereafter expressed, for the fiscal year
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-five, namely:

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

For compensation of the Postmaster General, three Assist-
ant Postmasters General, and the clerks, messenger, assistant
mesgengers, and watchien of said department, one hundred
and twenty-four thousand four hundred dollars; -

For compensation of temporary clerks necessarily eméﬂm*ed
fiam the ninth of May, on¢ thousand eight hundred an fifty-
three, to the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight bundred
and fifty-four, one thousand four hundred and fifty dollars, and
ninety-eight cents;

Contingent expenses of said department:

For blank books, binding and stationery, fuel for the Gene-
ral Post Office building, (including the Auditor’s office,) oil,
gas, and candles, printing, labor, day watchmen, and for mis-
cellaneous, thirteen thousand two hundred dollars; .

For repairs of the General Post Office building, for oflice
furniture, glazing, painting, whitewashing, and for keeping
the fire-places and furnaces in order, two thousand five hun-
dred dollars ; . .

For paper and printing for the Executive Departments, fo-
cluding paper, printing, and binding the annual “Statement .
of Commerce and Navigation,” and paper and printing the
annual ©Estimates of Appropriations;**thirty thousand eight
bundred dollars. 3 .

H

CUSTOM-HOUSES.

To purchase a site for custom-house at Providence, Rhode,
Island, twenty-fou, thousand dollars ; !

And the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, |
anthorized to contract for the construction of a custom- I
house on said site, to include aceommodations for a post office ]
and United States court room, at a cost not exceeding two |
hundred thousand dollars;

_ For purchasing 3 site for a custom-house at San Franciseo,
California, a sum not excceding one hundred and fifty thou-
sand dollars;

For the rebuilding of the custom-house, Portland, Maine,
including accommodations for & post office and rooms for the
United States courts, two hundred thousand dollars; i

For extinguishment of private claims to the possession of |
the whole or any part of the custom-house lot in San Fran- i
cisco, ten thousand dollars. i

Provided, That none of the moneys appropriated by this'
act for any custorn-house or marine hospital shall be used or
applied for the purposes mentioned, until a valid title to the
land for the site of such building, in_each case shall be vested
in the United States; and until the State in which such
building is to be completed shall in due form, and in a man-
ner that shall bind such State, release and surrender to the
United States jurisdiction over the site of such building ; and
shall, also, duly release and relinquish to the United States
the right to tax or in any way assess said site, or the proper-

ity of the United States that may be thereon, during the time

that the said United States shall be or remain the owner
thereof; That none of the said woneys appropriated for said
buildings by this act, or heretofore appropriated for the pur-
poses mentioned, shall be used or applied for the purposes for
which they ave appropriated, unless the same shall be suffi-
cient in each case to complete the building in such case fully,
and entirely accomplish the ob_‘gzet for which the approp

tion in this actismade. And the Seere of the Treasury
is hereby prohibited from using or app m any of the
-moneys aforesaid in any one case, until he s f have 2

< contract with such security as he shail approve for the -

: pletion of the entire building and work in sach case, at a sum :




| nof excaedig the sum of the moneys appropriated &nd m!
 pended in auch case, And the said Secretary of the Treasury |
| thall enter into no contract, either conditional or fual for the |
| purposes mentioned which shall Involve an ex nditure in
"any one case bevond the sums appropriated an remaining
| unexpended for such case; aad in all cases where such unex-
! pended appropriations shall be insufficient to eomglete the en
tive work in such case, the said Secrotary of the Treasury
shall suspend all action ih reference thereto, and shall report
" to Congress on the first day of its session the condition of the
" work in such case, and shall at the same time lay before Con-
gress such plans and estimates as, in his jud menti shall be
proper for the completion of the building and work in such
case.
For improving and repaiving the room in the custom-
house at Savaunaly, used as a post office, one thousand dol-
laps:

That the Sceretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby,”
directed, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap-
.propriated, to apply such’ sum a¢, in his opinion, may be
necessary to compiete the building for the cnstom-house, post
office, and court-house in the city of Pittsburg, Pennsylva-
nis, and to furnish such building’in & manner appropriate to
its uses, and to improve the grounds attached to said build-
ing; and also to pay to the two commissioners swho superin-
tended the construction of said building such cowpensation as
to said Secretary shall deem just, not to exceed three dollars
aday each: Provided, That the sam so, as aforesaid, to be
expended by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall not exceed
the sum now remaining enexpended of appropriations here-
tofore made for the said building ; o

Spe. T dnd be i further enacted, That the Secretary of f
the Treasury be, and'he is hereby, authorized and directed
to cause to be constructed the following buildings :
worth, Maiae, for the accommodation of the
and post office, a buildi ot brick, with fire-y
construeted of iron beams and brick work, fron roof, s )

&e., twenty-five feet by thirty, and twenty-five feet in
woight from the foundation, to cost not wore than ten thon-

<nd dollars : At Belfast. Maine, for theaccommodation of the {
custon-house and post oiilee, a building of like mat o 1
ty-five feet by thirty-two, and thirey-two feet high and to cost
yot more than twenty thousand dollars ; At Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, Toledo, Ohio, Burlington, Vermont, and Sandusky.
Olio, for the accommodation of the custom-house and post
affice, a building of like materials, sixty feet by forty-tive,
feet, and thirty-two feet from the foundation, and to cost 0w
more than forfy thousand dollars for each building; At Mil<
waukie, Wisconsin, for the accommodation of the customw-
house, post oilice, and United States courts, a building of
like material, sixty feet by forty-five feet, forty-eight feet in
height frem the foundation, to cost not more than fifty thou-
sand dollars; At New Haven, Connecticut, Newark, New
Jersey, Buffalo, New York, Oswego, New York, Whedling, | !
Vivginia, Chicago, Illinois, and Detroit, Michigan, each for
the accommodation of the custom-house, post oifice, United
States courts, and steamboat inspectors, a building of stene,
of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., eighty-five feetby
sixty foet, sixty feet in height from the foundation, to cost
not more than eighty-cight thousand dollars for each build-
ing: the building at Detroit to be crected upon a water lot
belonging to the United States: At Galveston, Texas, for
the accommodation of the custom-house, post ofiice, and Uni-
ted States courts, a building of brick, of like floors, beaws,
roofs, shutters, &e., forty-five feet by seventy feet, forty-
eight feet high from the foundation, with a portico on twoe |
sides, and to cost not more than one hundred thousand dol- ! i
lars; At Petersbarg, Virginia, for the accommodation of the !
custom-house and post oifice, a building of stone, of ke
floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &e., sixty feet by forty-five !
feet, thirty-two feet bigh from the foundation, tu cost not |
pore than sixty-two tHousand dollars. ’ .

Sgc. 3. dAnd be it further enacted, That the several sums
mentioned in the preceding section of this act. as the cast of |
the buiidings therein authorized to be constructed, together |
with ten per cent. thercon to cover the compensation of av-; {
chitects, superintendents, advertising, and cther contingent. | |
expenses, and so mwuch as may be. required to purchase suit- |
able sites for said buildings, be, and the same are hereby, ¢ |
appropriated for the purposes aforesaid out ef any moncy in




“theé tmunr%»i otherwise approprinted 5 frovided, ‘Fhat no
money hereby appropriated shalt bearedor applied for the pur- {
poses mentioned until a valid title te the T othe sites of !
such buildings, in cach case shall be vested in the United
States, and uatil the State shall also duly release and relin-
quish to the United States the right 1o tax or in any way as-
sond waid site, or the property of the United States that may
be thereon, daring the time that the said United States shalt
be or remain the owner thereof, o 5 aF §
Sgc. 6. And be it purther enncted, That there be appro-
pristed out of any money in phe tasary not otherwige ap-
| propristed, o sum sufficient to pay the clerks and employ:ea of
the governmwent, for the yesr coding the thirtieth of June,
one thousand cight hundred and filty-five, vuch additional
compensation as they may be entitled to reecive, undes the
act of twenty-second April, cighteen hundred and fifty-four,
entitled “ A1 act to auend the third seetion of the act making
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of gov-
ernment for the year ending thivtieth of June, vighteon hun-
dred und fifty-four, and for other purposes,” and, where
additional compensation is not otherwise provided for, Pro-
 vided, That ai{ laborers in the emplovment of the Execative
departments of the government in the eity of Waskington,
shall reccive an annual salary of four hundred and eighty
dollars cach, [Procided, jurther, That the Postnaster Gen-
eral be allowed in addition to his prosent number threo clerke
of elass two and two of eclass three; That the Attorney Gen-
eral be allowed in addition to his present number, one clerk,
of elass one, two of class two, and one of class three; That”
the Seeretary of the Trewsury be sllowed in the First Audi-
tor's oilice, in addition to the prescut number, two clerks of
class one; in the Sixth Auditor’s otiice, in addition to the
present number. scven elerks of elass one, and one sball be
taken from class three and put in class four; and, in the
Tyeasurer's oflice, one elerk shall be taken from class two,
and one from class three, and put in class four: and that the
Seeretary of State be allowed inaddition to his present nam-
ber of elérks, two at an annual salavy of twelve hundred dol-
lars cach, one at an annual salary of fourteen hundred dol-
lars, and one at an anuual salary of sixteen Lundred dollavs;
“and the money necessary to pay the compensation and in-
creased compensation under this'scetion be, and the same is
hergby appropriated. )
Sec, Lo Aad be it facther onaeied, THAU Whznever it ahall
beeome necossary for the head of any department or odics to
duiploy special agents, other than oticers of the army ov
paty, who may be charged with the disburscment of public
moneys, they shall, <t entering o duty as such, give
sond in such form and with such as the head of the
department or office enapl

Approved August 4, 1534, 4 &
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M, [Pustio-No. 80.] ﬁ
AN:ACT ‘making appropriations for the #rvice of e

Post Office Department during the fisoal yoar ending

the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and

fifty-five.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
"of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the following suma be aud the same are hereby appropri-
ated for the service of the Vst Office Department for the
year ending the thirtieth of Juue, one thousand eight
handred and fifty-five, out of wny mouneys in the Treasury
ariging from the revenues of the said Depsrtment, in con-
formity to the act of the second of July, one thousand
cight hundred and thivty.six,

For transportation of the mails, five million two hun-
dred and seventy-five thousead-dollars.

For compensation to posimasters, two willions of dol-
lars, X

For ship, steambon' . and way letters, twenty-five thou-
sand dollars,

For wrapping paper. fifty five thousand dollars.

For office furpiture ‘u the post ofices, eight thousand
dollars.

For advertising, eishty-five thousand dollars.

For mail bags, fifty five thousand dollars.

For blanks, sixty-five thousand dollars.

For mail locks, keys, and niamps, twenty-five thousand
dollars.

For mail depredations and special agents, sixty thou-
sand dollars.

For clerks in the offices of postioasters, five hundred
and sixty thousand dollars.

For postage stamps and stamped envclopes, fifty-five
thousand dollars.

For miscellancous items, ope bundred and twenty thou-
sand dollacs, .

For compiltion of post routes, as contained in the bill
passed at the present session of Congress establishing
routes, one thousand dollars,

To enable the Postmaster General to purchase the pa-
tent of the clam-shell padlock, should he be of opinion
the public service requires it, the sum of five thousand
dollars. )

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That thers shall be

and is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the
. Treagury not otherwise appropriated, s sum not exceed- |

ing two million three hundred and forty-four thousand
| four hundred and sixty-four dollars, to supply any defi-
ciency that may arise in the revenues of the Post Office
Department to meet the foregoing appropriations for the
year ending the thirticth of June, obe thousand eight
hundred and fifty-five. |

Sec. 3. And be it fu'icr enacted, That hereafter the |
Postmaster General be nuthorized and directed to conti-
nue the mail service between Charleston, Key West, and |
Havana, during August ard September, by a competent |
steamer, as it isnpw being performed during ten months |
of the year, and‘that to ena'le him to do so ten thousand |
dollars are hereby appropriated cut of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed
and paid to the postmaster of Washington City, District
of Coluibia, out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, 8 comimissivn of one mill per pound
upon the aggregate weigiit of public documents printed
by order of Congress ani deposited in the officglef said
postmaster to be- mailed, this sllowance to GGIWA
with the passage of this tiot, and to continue for DB
only;'and to be computed frou’ the ascertained weight for




performed by them in the assortient and mailiog of suid
documents ; and that he be required to ascount for and
| settle with the Poss Office Department for the dishurse.
| ment of these commissions and any surplus that may re.
main, in the same manncr as is now required in the set-
tlement of his other secounts.

Sec. 5 And be it further enocted, That the Postmaster
General be suthorized and directed te establish a roail on
the Missiasippi river from Cairo to New Orleans, and from
Keokuk, Towa, to Galena, in 1llinois, and that be contract -

‘for the Same in one line, or in such divisions, or sections
or both, as may be most compatible with the public ser-
| vice ; and to facilitate the exccution of this seciion the
Postmaster Generasl may make immediate temporary ar-
rapgements for carvying said mail by the trip; sod if he
fails to obtain acceptable bids sfter advertising for thirty
days he may make private contracts for earrying uf.td
} mail, and the said mail shall be earried daily from Cairo
| to New Orleans ; but the Postmaster General e authorized
| at his discretion to restrict the delivery of the mail at &l
| other points than Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicksburg, |
| Natchez, Baton Rouge, and New Orleans to three mails a
| week esch way : Provided, Nothing herein contained shall
be 80 coustrued as to impair the rights of parties herese-
fore contracting for said service. F
Approved, August 5, 1854.

i

. MAILS FOR JAVA. )

We arc sathorized to say that notice has been re-
ceived from the British Post Office Department that
| the direct communication by British mail packets,
running vnce in two months between Singapore and
Batavia, heretofore existing in connexion with the
overland mails to India and Australia, has been
discontinued.

The regular mails for Ja# will henceforward be
made up in London on every ogeasion of the dis-
pateh of a mail for India, both vie Bouthampton and
vio, Marseilles, as herctofore, and will be conveyed
by British packets as far as Singapore, whence they

will be carried to their destination by the packets of

the Netherlands Government.
e rates of postage, howéver, remain unchanged.
POSTAGE ON LETTERS TO ALTONA.
We ars requested to say that, Altona having withdrawn
from the German Postal Union, the ginzle rate on letters
between the United States and Altona, by the Bremen line, i

will Lercafter be twenty-two instead of fifteen cents, '
piepayment optional. '

2532
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'REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO NEW SOUTH WALES,

VICTORIA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, &e.

———

We are suthorized to say that hereafter the single rate
of letter postage between the United States sud New
South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, either by
packet or by private ship, via England, will be 33 cents
instead of 45 cents, pre-payment required.

A French transit rate of ten cents the guarier ounce
must be added in the case of ail letters to or from said
colonies which may be specially addressed ‘‘via Mar-
seilles.”

The same reduction to 33 cents the single rate will ex-
tend to all letters directed to Van Dieman’s Land which

‘are sent by the Australian Mail DPackets, as well as to
"letters for New Zealand specially addressed ¢ via Mel-

bourne” or “vis Bidney;” and to letters for Western
Australia addressed to go by the ¢ Direct Australian
Packet.”

The single rate on letters hy private ship direet from
Z‘»ew }ork i ﬁve Gents pre- payment reqmrad

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO HONG KONG.

We are authorized to say that the British Colo-
nial postage on all letters couveyed direct between
the United Kingdom and Hong Kong, whether by
packet or private ship, is reduced from twenty-four |
to twelve cents the single rate. ‘

To this postage of twelve cents a French transit:
rate of ten conts the quarter cunce will be added
in the case of letters which may be forwarded via'
Marseilles.

Arrangements having been made by Great Brltam ‘
to colleet the British postage on letters to Hong§

Southampton, heveafter the United States postage
only should be prepaid in this country on all letters
addressed to Hong Kong, without reference to the |

. route by which they are to be forwarded, viz. five

“ cents the single rate when the Atlantic conveyance
is by British packet, and twenty-one cents the
sméie rate when by United States packet.

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO CHINA.
“We are authorized to say that, owing to a reduc-
tion of the British postage beyond England, the
single rate for letters between the United Statesand
China, (except Hong-Kong,) via England, will here-
-after be thirty-three cents Tnstead of forty-five cents,

when sent via Southampton, pre-payment required ;
and forty-three cents instead of sixty-five cents the
quarter ounce, or fifty-three cents instead of seventy-

Kong by the route »ia Marscilles, as well as via |




five cents the half ounce, by closed mail via Mag-,
scilles, pre-payment also required. 2
On lotters to Hony-Kong, either via Southampton
or via Marseilles, the United States postago only
should be pre-paid, viz. twenty-one cents the single
rate of half an ounce or under when the Atlan-,
tic conveyance is by United States steamers, and |
five cents when by British steamers, loaving the re-l
mainder to be collected at Hong-Kong. ?

.

China Mails.—The mails for Penang, Singapore and
China will in future be forwarded from England once o

.the packet service, which hitherto has not extend- J rean
_ed beyond Wong Kong, will becarried on to Shanghai. i ;
The mails for the above places, commencing with those |

of January, will be made up in London on the 4th of |

every month, for despateh by the packet from South- {

ampton, and on the evening of the 9th of every month

for despatch via Marseilles, excepting when the 4th ’

month only, instead of twice a month, as heretofore, and /]
s
J

or 9th fall on a Bunday, on which occasions the mail
via Southampton will be made up on the evening of
the 3d, and that via Marseilles on the evening of the
10th of the month.

AN ACT to provide for the sccommodation of the courts of
the United States for the district of Maryland, and for &
post office at Baltimore city, Maryland.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the
President of the United States be anthorized to procure, or
cause to be procured, a suitable site or sites for a bailding or -
buildings for a court-house and post office in the city of Bal-
timore; and that he prepare and submit to Congress, at as
early a day as practicable, plans and estimates for the con-
struction of a building or buildings on such site or sites, to-
gether with the estimates for fitting up or furnishing the
same for the purposes indicated. And if a building or build-
ings should be on such site or sites which can be remodelled or
changed 8o as to answer the purposes indicated in the title of
this bill, he shall submit to Congress plans and estimates for
such alterations; and also estimates for fitting up or furnish-
ing such building or buildings: Provided, T%at any confract
or contracts he may make for any such site or sites shall be
conditional and made subject to the apuroval of Congress.

Approved February 17, 1855, e

esaid

[Public 38.]

AN ACT anthorizing the construction of a line of telegraph
fram the Mississippi or Missouri rivers to the Pacific ocean.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives o
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Tha
Hiram 0. Alden and James Eddy, their associates, and as
signs, are hereby authorized and empowered to construct, at
their own expense, a line of telegraph, from sueh point on the
Mississippi or Missouri river as they may hereafter select,
through the public lands belonging to the United States, over
which lands the right of way two hundred feet in width, for
that purpose is hereby granted, to San Francisco, in Califor-
nia, in-as direct a line as practicable.

Sec. 2. Andbe it furth® enacted, That all voluntary or in-
tentional injuries to said line of telegraph, or to any property
thereto belonging, within the Teeritories of the United States,
shall be deemed, and are hereby declared to be wilful and mali-
cious trespasses, and shall be punished as such, and all laws
of the United States now in foree in any Territory thereof, or
which may bereafter be enacted for the better security and,
gxe'etectimx of property, and applicable to such offences, shall

, and they are hereby, extonded, for the protection of sai
ling of telegraph, into and over all the territor, belonggag 10,
and ‘under the jurisdiction of, ‘the United States, through
whieh the same may be construeted ; and all legal process and -
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RATES OF POSTAGE ON PRINTED MATTER BY
THE BREMEN LINE.

We are authorized to say that the Postal Con- |
vention between the United States and Bremen has
been so modified that pampllets, magazines, and
other printed matter, as well as newspapers, may be
sent in narrow bands, open at the sides or ends, by
the Bremen line of steamers, from the United States
te any point beyond, as well as to Bremen, belong-
ing to the German Austrian Postal Union; and
sice persay from any suely point to the United States.

On newspupers sent from the United States by the

Jremen line the postage i3 three cents cach, pre-
payment required.  This pays in full to any part of
the German Austrian Postal Union.  Any postage
accruing on uewspapers beyond the German Aus-
trian Postal Union must be collected at the points
of delivery.

Newspapers recefeed by the Bremen line are in
like manner fully prepaid.

On pamphlets, magazines, and other printed mat-
ter (except mewspapers) a postage of one cent an
ounce or fraction of an ounce must be prepaid at
the mailing affice whoeu sent from, and collected at
the office of delivery when veeeived 7 the Unit-
ed States. This s the United States postage only.

Proposals for Stamps.

Post Orrice DrraxrMexr,
February 24, 1835,

ROPOSALS will be received at this department until the 30th |
gay of Mareh next for furnishing s'amps for the use of the post |
offices in the United States for four years from the first day of April |
aexi, when ordervd by the departmient, of the following descriptions,
viz : {
The name of the office and State ‘n cireular form cut from a solid |
block of hardened eteel, and made im such manner as to admit o1
letiers and figures to designate the month and day, with a thomb- |
screw to keep such letters snd figures in place. Such stamp, and |
the letiers composing the same, to be of the same size as those now |
manutactured and in use. A turned mahogany handle, of the same |
like size, 10 be securely fastened to the stamp. The wonths of the
year abbreviated so as o contain but three fetters each, of the same
size now in use, and to be cut from solid blocks of hardened steel.
Figures for the days of the momh, from 1 to 31, inclusive, to be made
of like hardened metal, and of the size last aforesaid.
Also, stamps with the words *‘paid’’ and “free,” of the form of
those now in use, with turned handles.
Also, stamps with figures denoting the rates of postage, and simi-
jar to those now in use, with turned handles.
Also, stamps for foreign mails used by the New York and Boston
offizes.
All of the above stamps to be made of hardened steel. i
The proposals must also contain separate bids for the circular
starop, with the months and figures. t
Also, for each separate piece, containing the moxih, consisting of |
three letiers. ;
Also, for each separate piece for the days of the month.
Also, for complete sets of months and dgures.
Also, for each separate piece, with the words “paid® and *“free.””
Also, for each separate piece, with the figures denocting the rates’
of postage. The making of the different sets will not, however, be .
given to different contrac'ors, but the proposal for the whole which
is deemned most tavorable to the department will be accepted. The
department reserves to itvelf the right to reject ali proposais if the
price is deemed extravagant, and also the right to sccept proposals
trom the same individual or fire for the circular stamp, with names
of months and figures of hardened steel, and all the other stamps of |
other material, if deemed advisable. i
will be received and idered for all the ps above

b
|

i
i

Proposals
naned W be composed of other material thay hardened steel ; and




tiie department réserves the right 10 secept sueh proposals if it snas
be dcxe:;u! for the interest c{r:ga de "z 121 io':g'
Bpecimens of the various kinds of stamps required (on steel) can
be #t the Appointment Office of this d:&nmt‘
JAMES CAMPBELL,

Postmaster Genersl, i

Feb 38~lawdw i
AN ACT further to amend the st entitled “An act to re-|
duce and modify the rates of postages in the United States, z
and for other purposes,” passed March three, eighteen
hundred and fifty-one.

|
Be it enacted by the Senate and Houre of Represeututives of ;
the United States of America in Congress assendsle y
lieu of the rates of postage now established by igﬂ', there |
shall be charged the following rates, to wit :
For every single letter in manuscript, or paper of any kind |
in which information shall be asked for or communicated in
writing, or by marks or signs, conveyed in the mail for any
distance between places in the United States not exceeding
three thousand miles, three cents; and for any distance ex-
ceeding three thousand miles, ten cents,
‘And for a double letter there shall be charged double the
rate above specified ; and for a treble letter, treble those
rates ; and for a quadruple letter, quadruple those rates; and
every letter or parcel not exceeding half an ounce in weight
shall be deemed a single letter ; and ever additional weight
of Lalf an ounce, or additional weight of less than half an
ounce, shall be charged with an additional single postage;
and upon all letters passing through or in the mail of the
United States, excepting such as are to or from a foreign
country, the postages as above specified shall be prepaid, ex-
cept upon letters and {mckagea addressed to officers of the
government on official Lusiness, which shall be so marked on
"the envelope. And from and after the first day of January,
{ eighteen hundred and ﬁ!"ty~eix the Postmaster Genlezral ma{'{
| require postmasters to place postage stamps upon all p aid
lctqmr« upon which such stamps may 6ot ﬁfn feen pbe:? by
the writers.

And all drop-letters, or letters placed in amy post office

not for transmiscion through the mail, but for delivery only,
! shall be charged with geougc st the rate of one fent each;
!and all letters which shall hereafter be advertised as remain-

| ing over, or uncailed for, in any post office, shall be charged

t&ith one cent each, in addition to the regular postage, both

to be accounted for as other postages now are.

SEc. 2. And be it further enscted, That it sliall not be law- i

ful for any postmaster or other person to gell any postage
stamp or stamped envelepe for any larger sum than that in- |

dicated upon the face of such postage stamp or for a larger i

sum than that charged therefor by the Post Office Depart-
went ; and any person who shall violate this provision shall
be decmed gul %Y of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction
thereof, shall be fined in any sum not less than ten, nor more
than five hundred dollars. ~ This act to take effect and be in
force from and after the commencement of the next fiscal
quarter after its passage. Provided, That nothing herein
contained shall be so construed as to alter the laws in rela-
tion to the franking privilege.
Sgc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the greater se-
curity of valuable ietters posted for transmission iu the i
‘ of the United States, the Postmaster General be and hereby
is anthorized to establish a uniform plan for the registration
of sach letters on application of parties posting the same,
and to require the prepayment of the tage, as wellas a
registration fee of five cente on every such letter or packet to
| be accountedt for by postmasters recei same in such

eceiving the
! manner as the Postmaster General shall direct: Provided, :

, however, That such regi.urstims shall mot be compulsery ;

! and it shall not render the Post Office Department or its reve-
nue liable for the loss of such letters or packets or the con-
tents thereof,

| Approved March 3, 1855,

{ —_— ¥




AN ACT making. appropriations for the civil and diplo-
tuatic expenses of government for the gear ending the

thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty six, and for,

other purposes.
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. i

For compensation of the Postnaster General, three As-
sistant Postmgters General, and the clerks, messenger, as-
sistant messengers, watchmen, and lahorers of said depart-
ment, one hundred and fifty thousand five hundred and’
fifty-two dollars. ;

Contingent expenses of said department : i

For blank books, binding, and stationery, fuel for thei
General Post Office building, including the Auditor's of
fice, oil, gus, and eandles, printing, labor, day walchman,
and for wiscellancous itews, nine thousand five hundred
doilars.

For the continuation of the Post Office building, three
huudred thousand dollars, to be expended under the direc
tion of the President of the United States, according to the:
Jlan submitted by Thomas U. Walter, architect, to the |
&"mtmas!cr General, and approved of by the committees of
the Senate and House of Representatives at the present ses-
ston of Congress.

¥or repnirs of the General Post Office building, for of-

fice furniture, glazing, §ainting, whitewashing, and for
keeping the fireplaces and furnaces in order, four thousand |
dollars. ;
For the renewnl of the furnaces in the General Post Of-
fice building, and for repairing the mantels and fireplaces
therein, two thousand dollars. {
For paper and printing for the executive departments, |
including tbe anuual statement of commerce and naviga- |
tion, the Biennial Register, and annual estimates of appro-
oriations, onc hundred and forty-six thousand five hun-:
fimd dollars: Provided, All blank books, binding, and ru-1
Jing the same for the several executive departments herein,
appropriated for, shall be furnished under the direction;
and supervision of the Superintendent of Public Priunting. !

For payment of clerks temporarily employed in the of-,
fice of the Postmaster General from first July to tenth Au-¢
gust eighteen hundred and fifty-four, three hundred and
cighty-seven dollars and thirty-eight cents. B

See. 16. And be ¥ further enacted, That the Sceretary of}
.he Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and directed:
to cause to be constructed the following buildings :

At Bristol, Rhode Island, for the accommodation of the
custom-house and post office, a building of brick, with
fire-proof floors, cunstructed of iron Leams and brick
work, iron roof, shutters, sills, &c, twenty-five feet by
thirty, and twenty-five feet high, to cost not more than
twelve thousand five hundred dollars.

At DPensacola, Florida, for the fccommodation of the
custom-house, post ofiice, and United States court a build-
ing of iike witerials, thirty-five by fifty feet, and forty feet
high, to cost not move than thirty-ive thousand Jolars.

At Cleveland, Otio, for the accommodation of tic us-
tom-house, post office, and United States court, a building
of stone, eighty-five by sixty feet, and sixty feet high, of
like fioors, beams, roof, shutters &c., to cost not mere thon
eighty-eight thousand dollars.

At Plattsburgh, New York, for the accommodation of
the custom-house, post office and U ited States court, a
building of brick, af like floors, roof, beams, shutters &c,,
forty-five feet by sixty, and forty-cight feet bigh, to cost
not more than fifty thousand dollars, - -~

At Alexandria, Virginia, to accommodate the custom- -
house, post office, and United States court, a building of |
brick, of like Hoors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., forty-five




v
feet by sixty and forty-eight = “high, (o cost no
than dfy thousend dollars, )

At Barnstable, Massachusetts, for the accommodation of}
the custom-bonae and post offiee, s building of brick, of g
fike foors, beatms, roof, shutters &e, Tortyfive fest by thirty-
two, and thirty-two feet in height, and fo cont bot Hore
than twenty thousand dofinrs,

Sgertox 15, And be it further enocted, That the several
watng mentioned in the preceding section of this act ns the
cost of the buildings tharein suthorizd 1o be constiucted,
together with ten per cent. thereon 1o coyer the cotapenta~
tion of wrchitects, superintendents, advertising and othigr
contingent expenses, and 30 much ay sy be required o,
purchiage suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same |
ure hereby n?pm%:riatcd for the purposes aforesaid cut of .

( any woney in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ¢
Provided, That no money herchy appropristed shall be!

“used or applied for the purposes mentioned until & valid
title to the land for th site of such buildings. in each case,
"shall be vesied in the United States, and until the State
é shall also duly reivase and relinguish to the United States
the right to tax, or in apy way assess said site, or the
erty of the United States that may be thereon during t?w
| time that the United States shull be, or remain the owner
* thereof.
For the ertetion of a building for a court-house, post of-
five, aud othor public purposes at Iudianapolis, Indians,
fifty thiousand ﬂﬁmrg‘ .

Approved March 2, 1855, e
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{ AN ACT making appropriations for the naval Rervice tor
the year ending the whirtieth of June, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-3ix.

Sge. 8. And be it further enacted, That the following sums
be, and the same are hereby, app iated, to be paid out
» of any money in the treasur{ not otherwise appropriated,
. for the year ending the t irtieth of June, ore thouss.n&?
, eight hundred and fifty-six : |
| For transportation of the mails from New York to Liver- .
pool, and back, eight hundred and pineteen thousand five |
bundred dollars

For transportation of the mails from New York to New {
Orleans, Charleston, Savannah, Hawana, and Chagres, and |
back, two hundred and sixty-one thousand dollars. i

For transportation of the mails from Panama to Cali-,
fornia and Oregon, and back, three bundred and twenty-
eizht thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. !

%‘or carrying out the contract entered into by the Post:
Office Department, under the provisions of the act aﬁmved {
thirtieth August, one thousand, eight hundred a fifty- |
two, establishing a tri-monthly mail by steam-vessels be-
tween New Orleans and Vera Cruz, via Tampico, sixty-
pine thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. }
| Sec.9. And be it Sfurther enacted, That the following
* sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated for the
 service of the Post Office Department for the year ending!
! the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-!
| six, out of any moneys in the treasury arising from the
| revenues of said department, in conformity to the act of
| the second July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-

r——

isix:
f; For transportation of the mails, in two steamships, from
| New New, by Southampton, . to Bremen, and back, at one|
| hundred thousand doilars for each ship ; and in two steam- !
i ships from New York, by Cowes, to Havre, and back, at,
i seventy-five thousand dollars for each ship, under the con-|
| tract with the Ocean Steam Navigation Company of New |
| York, three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. ?
! " For transportation of the mails between Charleston and
Havans, & sum not exceeding fifty thousand dollars.
For transportation of the mails across the istbmus of

-



, Papama, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. |
" 8we, 10, And be it further enacted, That the following |
{ sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to supply
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of.the fis~
_cal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-five, out of any money in the {reasury
not otherwise appropriated, namely : |
~ For transportation of the mails from New York to Liv-
! erpool, and back, five hundred and fifty-nine thousand two
"hundred and thirty-eight dollars and sixty-five cents.
For transportation of the mails from New York to New
‘ Orleans, Charleston, Savannah, Havana, and Chagres, and
| back, two hundred and two thousand three hundred and
seventy-eight dollars and twenty-one cents.
For transportation of the mails from Panama to Califor-
nia and Oregon, and. back, two hundred and . forty-nine,
thousand two hundred and forty-two dollars and two!

|

cents. !

Sgee. 11. And be il further enacted, That the following sums
be, and the same are hereby, aﬁpropriated for the service of ‘
| the Pogt Office Department for the year ending the thirtieth of “ ‘
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, out of any |
moneys in the treasury arising from the revenues of said
1 department in conformity to the act of the second of July,
one thousand eight hundred and famtamsix :

For transportation of the mails, in two steamships, from
i ' New York, by Southampton, to Bremen, and back, at one
" hundred thousand dollars for each ship ; and in two steam-
ships from New York, by Cowes, to Havre, and back, at |
seventy-five thousand dollars for each ship, under the con- J
tract with the Ocean Steam Navigation Company of New |
York, three hundred and fifty thousand dollars

For transportation of the mails between Charleston and |
Havana under the contract with M. C. Mordecai, fifty thou- ‘
sand dollars. : ‘

‘ For the transportation of the mails across the isthmus |
. of Panama, one hundred and twenty thousand dollars. |

Approved March 3, 1855.

AN ACT meking appropriations for the service of the Post
Office Department dwring the fiscal ycar ending the thir-
tieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Thatthe |
following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated tor ‘
the service of the Post Office Department for the year end- |
ing the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and ‘
fifty-six, out of any moneys in the treasury arising from the |
revenues of the said department, in conformity to the act of !
the second of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
six ¢ .
For transportation of the inails, five million nine hundred
and eighty-one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight dol-

ars. § o «

For the transportation of the United States mail over the
Michigan Central railroad, (five hundred aud eighteen J
miles, ) from the ninth of June, eighteen hundred and forty-
nine, to the twenty-eighth November, of the same year, five |
thousand one hundred and seventy-seven dollars and sixty ‘
cents.

For tien to postmasters, two million one hundred ‘ ‘
and fifty thousand dollars. | |
4 %‘or ship, steamboat, and way letters, twenty thousand |

ollars.

i For wrapping-paper, forty-eight thousand dollars;
i ¥or .office furpiture in the post offices, six thousand five
_hundred.dollars; - e : ]
For advertising, one hundred thousand dollars; . |
Yor mail-bags, fifty-four thousand dollars; - - it |
. Forblanks, eighty thousand dollars s : |
¢« For mail-locks, keys, and stamps, fifteen thousasig dolars; | : |
! For mail depredations and special agents, fifty-eight thou- ‘
{ sand dollars ; ) o ‘ SRR
For clerks in the offices of postmasters, six hundred and|
seventy-five thousand dollars; - S




~

i sand dollars;
éda?” miscellaneous itoms, one hundred and sixiy thousand
n"‘?

| Fof cotpangation to Willisw M. F. Mugraw for carryin

| the ma# on route number eight thoussnd nine hundred mg

eieven, from Independence, Missouri, to Great Ssit Lake

City, Uiah Territory, monthly, each way, according 1o the

contract under which said service i now being performed,

the sum of thirty-six thousand dollars per anoum commencing

with the eighteenth day of August, eightecn hundred an
fitty-four, and continuing ono year, and in lieu of the cum-

% pensation therein stipulated ; ‘rovided, That the Pasiioaster

x (General with the assent of the contractors be, and be is bere-

by authorized to annul eaid contract, Also fvx compensation

| to Jacob Hale for carrying the mail on route nuwmber eight

| thousand nine hundred and twelve, from Independence, Mis-
souri, to Santa ¥'e, Territory of New Mexica, monthly, each

i way, according to the contract under which said gervies fl‘

| now being performed, the sum of {wenty-two thousand dol-

| Jare per apnuim for one year from the eigbteenth day of Au-

| ;Erust, eighteen hundred and fifty-foar: Provided, That the

| Postmaster General, with the astent of the contractors, be,

. and. he is hereby authorized to wunul said contract.

! For compensation to George H. Giddings for carrying the
mail on route number tweive thousand nine hundred, %mm

" Santa Fe New Mexico, to San Antonio, Texag, wonthly, each

! way, aceording to the contract uager whic said serviee i8]

. now being performed, tie sum of thirty three thousand five

! hundred doilars per auoum, commencinf: with the cighteenth
aay of August, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, continuing |

one year, and in Keu of the compensation therein stipulated: |
Provided, ¢ the Postmaster General with the assent of |
the contractors, be and he i3 hereby antharizcd to annul said
contract. And that each contraciar eniaged or to be engaged
in carrying mails through any of the Territories, west ol

. the Missiesippi shall have the privilege of occupying stations
as the rate of not more than one for every tweaty miles of the

¢ route on which he carvies a mail, and si@;ﬂ have § pre-gmp-
tive vight therein, when the same ghell be brought into mar-
ket, (o the extent of six kundred and furty acres to be taken
contiguously. wnd to include his jmproverrents, but no such
pra-eiaptive 1ight chall extend to any pass in a jnountain or
other defile,

Sge, 2. And be it further enacted, That the fonrtlﬁase@
ilon of the act of Cougiess approved ffth Auguss, eighteen
h'undr\eff» fand fifg-fear, entitled “‘AD avy making appropria- |
tions for thootervice of the Fost Oflice Department, during |
the %inal year endivg the thirtieth of June, one thousan
cighi hundred gpd ﬂf;g'fﬁ\*e,” be, and the same is hereby
continged for one year Irom August fifth, eighteen hundred
and sfty-five, and that the allowance granted by said section

i

-~
e o T

to the Geputy postmaster at Washington city, District of Co- 1

lumbia, of one mill per pound upon the aggregate weight of
publie docusicats printed by order of Cupgress, ana deposited
in the ofiice of the said postmasier to be mailed, shall be so
construad as to cuigmence on the fifth of August, eighleen
hundred and ey -ihree.

Suc, 8. And be it Further ciacted, Toat the Pestmaster ‘

teneral be, and he i3 ereby, guthorized to establish and put

in o%}em‘gion a somi-ontbly mail by sea from San Francisco,
Sin b

Washingion, touching at Humbolt Bay, Trinidad, and Cres-

cent City, in the State of California, Port Orford, Gardiner
City or Umpgna, and Astoria, in the Territory of Oregon;

Shoal Water Lay, Fort Townsend, in the Territory of Wash- |

“Yor posiage stamps and stamped envelopes, seventy thou-i .

e Stete o Calilornia, to Olywpia, in the Territory of |

ington, and at such other points as shall be designated by the
Postmaster General: Provided, That the contrack for tbe
aaid service be advertized by the Postmaster (General in pur-
suance of existing laws un let to the lowest bidder: And
j.tl'ot‘l-d{:d jurther, that the whole cost of said service shall
ot excest the sum of one hundred and tweng thousand dol-
lars per apnum i Provided further, that the Postmaster

Gencral way, if he shall deem it for the public interest, con- |
traect for said service with the lowgst bidder as aforsaid, un-}

der the advertised proposals horetofore made for mail sexrvwige
‘{ between the points aforsaid.
. Sre. 4 And be tt Jfugther %cu_d‘, That taq right to frank

e =




‘g letters and docuaients now allowed by taw to the Vice Fres-
‘u dent be continued to those who have heretofore, or shall

! hereafter, hold that office, ¢uring life.

SEc. b. And be w gurther enacted, That all hooks, maps

§ and charts, or other publications entered for copyright and
which,* under the act of August teuth, eightecn hundred
and forty-six, are required to be deposited in the Library of

Congress and in the Smithsonian lnstitution may be sent

through the mail {ree of postage under such regulations as

¢ the Pustmaster General may prescribe. -

- - 8pe. 6. dad be it further enacted, That the Postmaster

. General be, and he is hereby, authorized, in the settlement af

the acoounts of the late postmaster at Waterville, Maine, to

allow such sum, in addition to the commissions whieh accrued

. at his office during his term of servige, as will make his con-

pepsation cqual w one hundred and seveniy-five dollars per

quarter, and cover all such necessary items of incidental ex-

. penses as have been usually incurred and allowed in a post

. office of this class : Provided, however, That the whole com-

- pensation and expenses shall not exceed four hundred and

| twenty-tive dollars per quarter.
o Bwe. 1. And be dt further enacted, That the First Comp-
¢ troller of the Treasury be instracted to examine the claim of
¢ William R. Glover and Thowmas W. Mather and their agso-
| clates, and ascertain and allow such damages as they are en-
| titled to in justice and equity, in consequence of the refusal
( of the Postmaster General to carry into effect the contract
F entered into between William R.” Glover and Thomas W.
i Mather and the Postmaster General, in eighteen hundred and
! fifty-three, for the transportation of the mails on the Missis-
{ sippi and Ohio vivers, and that such damages be paid to the
| said Wiiliam R, Glover and Thomas W. Mather arfd their as.
| sociates, out of any moncy in the treasury not otherwise ap-
/ propriated: Provided, The sum allowed shall not exceed tho
! sum of two bundred thousand dollars.
- Sec. 8, dnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster

General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Uriah P,
i Monroe, his representatives or assigns, as pay in full for ex-
; tra mail service on the mail route irom Sacramento to Shas-
+ ta, in the State of California, commencing October the first,

A. D. cighteen hundred and fifty-one, and ending July the
fifteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, the sum of five
| thousand five hundred and forty-ome dollars and sixty-six

cents.

Sec, 8 dnd be & Further enaeted, That the PIOPOr comp-
troller of the treasury, under instructions of the Attorney
General, inguire whether the contract made by the Post-
master General wita William L. Blanchard for carrying the
United States mail on route numbered five thousand and
sixty-six, in the yeus sighteon hundred and fifty-three, was
violated by the Posumaster General without legal and ade-
quate cause given by said Blanchard ; and if it was so vio-

lated, then to ascertain and aliow such damages as he is en-

| titled to in equity and justice, hy reason of such violation,

@nd that such damages be paid to said Blanchard out of any
| money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. ‘
Approved March 3, 1855,

o

.

?Kew Postage Act.—Notice to the Public and
: Instructions to Postmasters.

OTICE is hereby given, that ngreeably to au act of Congress ap-
proved March 3, 1855, the fullowing rates of pestage are to be
charged, on ond after the first day of JApril next, in lien of those
now established, to wit: . ) )
On every single letter canveyed in the mail, between places in
the United States, for any distance not e ding three thoy d
miles, thres cents ; and for any dist exceeding three th d
mileg, ten cents. . X
Frow and after said first day of April prepaymeut on letters is re-
quired, excepting wpon such as are 1o or from-a foreign country, or
to officers of the government on official business. The franking
priviiege remains unchanged. ; cod
From and after the first day of Jauuary, eighteon hundred and
fifiy-six, posimasters are required to place postage stamps upon all ;
prepaid letters on which such stamps may not have been placed ;
by the writexs. . .
By the second section
! thorized te establish &

W system for the registration o q
tetters, ~This provision of the Jaw will be caried into effect, and |

of the sot the Postnaster Gem;ra,! is au- |
£ i trati A




AN ACT further to amend the act entitled ¢ An act to reduce and modify the rates of postages i the United Siates, and for other
parposes,’” passed March three, eighteen hundred and fifty-one,

Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress asserabled, That, in lieu of the rates
of postage now established by law, there shall be charged the following rates, to wit :

For every single letter in manuscript, or paper of any kind in which information shall be asked for or communicated in writini, or
by marks or signs, conveyed in the mail for any distance between places in the United States not exceeding three thousand miles, three
aeats ; and for any distance exceeding three thousand miles, ten cents.

And for a double letter there shall be charged double the rate above specified; and for & trebla letter, treble those rotes ; end for a
quadruple letter, quadruple those rates ; and every letter or parcel not exceeding half an ounce in weight shall be deemed a single letter ;
and every additional weight of half an vunce, or additional weight of less than half an ounce, shall be charged with an sdditicnal single
postage ; and upon all letters passing through or in the mail of the United States, excepting such as are to or from & foreign country, the
postages as above specified shall be prepaid, except upon letters and packages addressed to officers of the government on official business,
which shall be so marked on the envelope. And from and after the first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, the Postmaster
Y General may require postmasters to place postage stamps upon all prepaid leiters upon which such stamps may not have been placed by
\ the writers,

Ay And all drop-letters, or letters placed in any post office not for transmission through the mail, but for delivery only, shall be charred
S with postage at the rate of one cent each 5 and all letters which shall hereafter be advertised as remairing over, or uncalled for, in any
™\, powt office, shall be charged with one cent each, in addition to the regular postage, both to be accounted for as other postages now are.

4 Sge. 2 Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any postmaster or other person to sell any postage stamp or stamped
; f#  wvelope for any larger sum than that indicated upon the face of such postage stamp or for a larger sum than that charged therefor by the
‘f/ Post Office Department ;* and any person who shall violate this provision shall be deemed guily of & misdemeawnor, and, on conviction
b thereof shall be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more than five hundred dollars. This act to teke effect and be in force from and
afier the commencement of the next fiscal quarter after its passage. Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to

alter the laws in relation to the franking privilege.

Szc. 3. JInd be it further enacted, That for the greater security of valuable letters posted for transmission in the mails of the United
States, the Postmaster General be and hereby is authorized to establish a uniforsn plan for the registration of such lettors on application
»f paities posting the same, and to require the prepayment of the postage, as well as a registration fee of five cents on every such letter
e packet to be accounted for by postmasters receiving the seme in such manner as the Posuaaster General shall direct s Provided,
towever, That such registration shall not he compulsory ; and it shall not render the Post Office Department or its revenue liable fur the
ose of such letters or packets or the contents thereof,

Approved March 3, 1855,




speainl Tastructions therefor will be issued 10 postmastars, us soom |
us the nscessnry bisuke cuu be preparod snd distributed.
oo ' ¥ JAMES CAMPBELL,
Postmaster
Posr Orriox DEPARTMANT,
Murch 9, 1655,
Mar 10—-NawtlAp
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Pruminn Closed  Hoil~We are vequested to state that |
the rates of postage for the corvespundency between the Uai-
ted States and foreign countrivs passing throagh the German |
| Postal Union, under the Prugsisn-American postal eonyen- |
tion, have undergon: seme slight modiications since the pub-
lieation of the forsizn postage table of Maren 1, 1853, and
that the following list embraces all the eountries and place
to whieh letters and newspapers mar be forwarded in pnid
closed mail, with the necessary altevations,

Postmasters should compare this with, anl note the altere-
tions upon, the postage table ubove vefured to,

Prepagiment Optional,

German-Austiian Postal Union, States of, viz:

Prussia, all other German States, and the whole Austrian
empire, by the Prwwian cosed mail, via London and

Ostend - - - - 30 centa.
Cents. Cents.
Alexandria - - 38 Modena ~ P £
Altona - - - 33 Norway - -~ 46
Beyirout £ - 40 Papal States - Uh
Candia - - <40 Parma - - 33
Cesme - - - 40 Poland - - 47
Constatinople - 40 thodes - - 40
Dardanclles, the - 40 Russia - -8l
Penmark (Holstein in- Satonica - - 40
| claded) - - 35 Samgum - - 40
[ Gaiatz . - 40 pmardinia - - 38
 Gallpoli - - 40 Swmyrna - - 40
< Gyreeee - - 42 Sweden - - 42
Ibraila - -~ 40 Switzerland - - 35
Jonian islands - - 38 Taltcha B - 40
Italy - - -3 Trebizonde - - 40
Larnwa . - 40 Tuloza - - 40
Laucuburg - .M Tuseany - -85
Lowbardy B - 33 Varna - - 40

Prepaynent Reguired.
China, (except Hong Kong,) via Trieste - - 62

Fast Indies, (English possessions in, ) via Trieste - 38
Last Indies, and all otiier countries in and beyond the

East Indies, via Trieste - - - - 70
Hong Kony do - - - - 58
Ezypt, (except Alexandria,) - - - - 38
Tuikey, Wallachia, Molduvia, Bervia, Levante, and

Tuarkish islands in the Medit
(except Alexandretta, Anti
ghas, Caifa, Candia, Capea, Ceswe, Constantinoeple,
Dardanelles, Durazzo, Galatz, Gallipoli, lbraila,
Incboli, Jaffa, Larnwea, Latakia, Mersina, Mytilene,
Prevesa, Rhodes, Salonica, Samsum, Sinope, Smyr-
na, Tencdos, Trebizonde, Talteha, Tuloza, Nalona,
Varna, and Volo,) by Prussian closed mail - - 30
Alexandroliz, Antivari, Bourghas, Caifa, Durazzo,
Ineboli, Jaila, Latakia, Mersina, Mytelene, Prevesa,
Sinope, Tenedos, Valona, and Volo, via Trieste, by
Prussian closed mail - - - - 40
The vates above mentioned are the full postage throngh to
destinatiom, with the exception of ¢ Turkey, Wallachia,
Moldavia, Servia, Levante, and Turkish islands in the Medi-
terranean,” as requiring the prepayment of 30 cents a letter,
which is the United States and Prussian postage.
Newspapers to begent inthe Prussian cloved nail must be
% prepaid 6 cents cach, which is the full Upited States and
. - . +
Prussian postage. If to go through said closed mail to the
{ British possessions in the East Indies, or to Hong-Keng, they

anean, via Trieste,
i, Beyrout, Bowr-

I
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wast be prepaid 10 cents, and if to other points in China, or |
to countries boyond the East Indies, 13 conts each, But to | :
the Jiast Indies and China it is believed that the cheupesti
route for newspapers is in the British mail via Southampton,
4 cents each, to be prepaid, beiny the full United States and
British postage. |

With reference to the Prussian closed mail, we are de-}
sired to remark, also, that in many instances letters which |
should come in this wail, particularly from the southern part
of Germany, are received in the open mail generally via,
France, thus rendering them subject to additional and much
higher rates of postage ; and it is suggested that writers:
would aid greatly toward covcecting this irregularity by re-
questing their correspondents in Germany to inform them-
selves as to the correct rates of postage, and to mark their
letters specially to be forwarded in the ‘Prussian closed
mail, via Ostend and London.”

1t should also be obscrved that a prepayment in either
country of less than the combined rate of 30 cents on a single
 letter goes for nothing, no account being taken of partial pre--
| payments.

Postage to Turk’s Island.—We are requested to state that’j
\} the post office at Turk’s Island being under the control of the |
{5 : colonial authorities, there is no officer there to collect, on be-
Y half of the British Post Office Department, the postage
\‘ chargeable on letters from the United States conveyed to
§ that island by British packets. Unless, therefore, the Brit-

ish postage of 24 cents per half ounce, in addition to the Uni-
ted States postage of 10 or 20 cents, according to distance, is
‘prepaid in the United States, the same as upon letters for
foreign places (not British) in the West I[ndies, they cannot

N\ be forwarded to their destination.

g Eu— - - as é
.. POSTAGE TO VICTORIA, (PORT PHILIP.) |
7 ‘We are requested to state that notice has been

given by the British Office that the single rate of
letter postage between the United States and Vie- | §
toria, (Port Philip,) via England, will hereafter be
45 instead of 33 cents; the postage in all cases re-

Victoria by private ship will be liable to a postage
of 37 cents the single rate; prepayment also re- 3
quired.
Postmasters should note this change upon their
foreign postage tables. 3
By the “Pioneer Line of Monthly Packets” | -3
from New York direct the postage is five cents, | “O
prepaid.

Y
quired to be paid in advance.
Letters directed to be forwarded from England to |/ §
~
N
:§

l‘\ Important Masil Communication with St. Jo}ma,.
Porto Rico, St. Thomas, Laguayra, and Puerto Cabello.
A semi-monthly line of steamships, commencing

; j with the ¢ Tennessee,” on or about the 8th of Jan- }

|

uvary next, will run between New York and Puerto |
| Cabello, South America, touching at St. Johns,
@\ | Porto Rico, St. Thomas, and Laguayra. ’
N Mails for these points will be regularly made up
| at the New York Post Office and dispatched by this
Q | line, the United States postage charge being ten
% cents the single rate, pre-payment required. *t
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TRATES OF 208TAGE TO THE EABT INDIES, J&\ﬁ,?

- BURNEO, LABUAN, SUMATRA, THE MOLUCCAS,!
AND THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. V
We are euthorized to state that, arrangements having

been made by Great Britain for collecting in India the

British und other foreign postage on letters between the

United Kingdon and the Bast Indies, whether transmitted

via Houthampton or via Marseilles in the British mails,

hereafter the {niled Slates postaye only should be prepaid
in this country on letters for the East Indies to be trans-
mitted by cither of the above routes, vizi fice cents the

gingle rate when the Atlantic conveyance is by British

: packet, and fwenty-one cents when by United States packet.

remain unchanged. &

Owing to a reduction of twelve cents in the British post-
age beyond Englapd, which took place on the 1st of Feb-
ruary instant, the single rates of letter postage between the
United States and Java, Borneo, Labuan, Sumatra, the Mo-
luceas, and the Philippine islands, will hereafter be as fol-
lows:

To Java, via Southampton, 33 instead of 45 cents the
halt-ounce; and via Marseilles, 53 instead of 65 cents the

~quarter-ounce, and 63 instead of 75 cents the half-ounce;
| prepayment required.

To Borneo, Labuan, Sumatra, the Moluecas, and the
Philippine islands, the single rate will be 41 instead of 53
cents when sent via Southampton, and 61 instead of 73
cents the quarter-ounee, or 71 instead of 83 cents the half-
ounce, when sent by closed mail via Marseilles ; prepayment
also reguired.

The rateg above mentioned as chargeable on letters for
the island of Java avill provide for their conveyance by
British packet as far as Singapore, but they will after-
wards be subject to a Netherland rate of postage on ac-
count of the conveyance from Singapore to Java.

By the Prussian closed mail the rates to these oountrim;

S
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FROM FRANCE,

RATEQOF POSTAGE ON PEINTED MATTER TO OR;

§

We are authorized to state that a postal arrangement, re- |

"Ly the teris of which newspapers and other printed mat-

France gerves as an intermediate point,
to or from France in United States or British packets, by
- way of England, ou payment of the same rates of postage
ag are now charged in this country om like matter de-f
spatched to, or received from, France direct, '

ter may be transported to and from France, on French ac-
count, through the territory of the United Kingdom, and
by British moail packets or commercial vessels arriving at
and departing frowm the ports of the United Kingdom.

lating particularly to printed inatter of every kind pasamg !
! between the French and English post offices, has recently
heen concluded by the French and Englisk governments,

Hereafter, therefore, not only newspapers, but also g;a-f

zettes, periodical works, books, stitched or bound, pam-
phlets, papers of music, catalogues, circnlars, and notices of
various kinds, printed or lithographed, addressed to
Franee, Algeria, or cities of Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, in
which France bas post offices; also, similar printed mat-
ter, (except bound books,) addressed to countries to which
may be forwarded

The United States postage on newspapers or gazettes

will be two cents each; on periodical works, catalogues, or |

. o i
pansphiets, one cent an ounce or fraction of an ounce; and|
on all other kinds of printed matter, the same as domestic |

rates; to be in ail cases collected in the United States,

whether gent or received. !

‘REDUCTIQN OF POSTAGE TO YAN DIE~
MEN'S LAND AND WESTERN
TRALIA.
"We are requested to state that the Britieh

chgrge on letters between the United King-

"dom and the British Colonies of Van Diemen’s

Land and Western Australia, having been re-

cently reduced to sixpence the half ounce,

whether such letters are conveyed by packet

tage between the United States and either of
those Colonies will hereafter be thirty-three in-
stead of forty-five cents; the postage in all
cases tobe pmd in advance.

This - rate is, however, independent of any
tramsitpostage to which the letters may

Fao

M Gfeﬂ Britain and her colonies!"

or by private ship, the single ¥ate of letter pos-.

for conveyance through a foreign Sate; ather

P
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- Unpnaid Letters.

The plan put in operation st New York ,
weeks ago for the disposition of unpaid lettets
addressed to persons within the Uniled Statdss
being found to work satisfactorily, we are 8 .
thorized to say that the Postmaster General,
has given directions for it to be extended to
all other offices as early as practicable. Blank
cireulars and note of instructions have beeenE
printed and will be distributed to postmasters g
in due course of business. 'Tha following copy | 2 /2. /ﬁ
of this circulsr and note will show. what this} ;
plan is, viz: ‘

Post Orrice, , 185-.

A letter bearing your address is detained in
this office for non-payment of postage. By
enclosing to me, immediately on receipt of
this, three-cent stamp and prepaying your
note of reply, the letter will be duly forwarded
according to its direction.

Respectfully, yours, i
Postmaster.

Nore.—Postmasters will fill ap, address, and
frank the above notice, without the -use of an
envelope, to all persons within the United
States for whom unpaid lefters shall have been
deposited in their offices; and may dispense
with the former practice of posting np notices
in their offices that such letters. have been de-

posited therein. - £l
JAMES CAMPBELL, - .,
Postmaster Genersls « +

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO E 3
4 We are requested to state, that the; ]
Péitage charge on letters between the Talled
Kingdom and Egypt, whether sent via Souath- /
ampton or via Marseilles, has been reduced /¢ J/Z
“to sixpenee (12 cents) the half ounce, and )z .
therefore the single rate of letter postage be-
tween the United Statas and Egypt will be for
| the future 33 cents via Southampton, and 43
&m via Marseilles, instead of the rates here-:
fefﬂre charged. The postage must in all eases
b pre-paid.

— i Td |
REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO BORNEO, LABUAN,
SUMATRA, THE MOLUCCAS AND THE BHILIP-.
PINE ISLANDS. I
'We are requested to state that the single rate of Ist
postage hetween the United States and Borneo, ﬁﬁa&ﬁ? / 2 &e - /&J’Z :
Sumatra, the Molluceas and the Philippine islands, when ’ t
speciaily addressed to be forwarded via India, will in future
be 33 cents when sent via Southampton, and 53 cents the
quarter-ounce, or 63 cents the half-ounce, when gent by
closed mail via Marseilles ; prepayment reguired.
The postage on newspapers for Borneo, hbua&sﬁw
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 shall be twenty cents, and for any distance under
" two thousand five hundred miles ten cents. From
' New York via Havana to Panama, the regularly es-
| tablished mail route, the distance is over two thou-
| sand five hundred miles; consequently the rate hith-

tra, the Moluccas and the Philippine islands, addressed to
be forwarded.via India, will in future be 6 insiend of 4
cents each; prepayment required. i

. POSTAGE TO PANAMA.

The act of 34 Mareh, 1851, provides that, ex-
cept where specially otherwise adjusted, the rate
of postage to or from a foreign country, for any
distance over two thousand five hundred miles,

erto collected on letters to go from New York to
Panama has been twenty cents. It appearing, how-
ever, that the distance between those points by the
direct line is only two thousand three hundred and
forty-five miles, we are authorized to say that the
Postmaster General has made an order to receive:
postage accordingly. Therefore, from New York, or !
any place within one hundred and fifty-five miles of !
that city, to Panama, the rate will hereafter be ten
‘vents, prepayment required. From all points over .
two thousand five hundred miles, of course, the

rate is twenty cents, prepayment also required. i

Reduction of Postage to the West Coast of South
America.

We are authorized to say that the Postmaster
General, by and with the advice and consent of the |
President of the United States, agreeably to a pro- |
vision in scction 2d of the act of 3d March, 1851, |
has made an order fizing the uniform rate of ten
cents United States postage for all letters to and
from all points south of Panama, on the west coast
of South America, and two cents each as the
United States postage on newspapers. Adding the
British Pacific postage, therefore, the rates will be
ag follows :

NEW GRANADA.

Bogota and Bucnaventurs, eighteen cents on letters sent;
being the United States and foreign postage. Prepay-
ment required. Ten centa on letters received ; being the
United States postage only.

Newspapers sent, six eents, and newspapers received,
two coents, to be collected in the United States.

PERU.

Payts, Lambsyeque, Huanchaco, Casma, Huacho, Cal-
a0, Lima, Pisco, Islay, Arica, and Iquique, twenty-two
cents on letters senf; being the United States and foreign !
postage. Prepayment required. Ten cents on letiers
receive®; being the United Btates postage only.

Newspspers sent, six conts, and newspapers received,
two cents each, to be oolieoted inthe United States.

RCUADOR, BOLIVIA, AND OHILL.

. _ Guayaquil, Quito, Cobijs, La Paes, Copiaps, Huasoo,
ngw

, and 8¢ Tago, thirty-four conts on |

,,,,,



letters aens ; being the United Btates sud foreign poct%"
| Prepayment required. Ten cente on letters reccived ;
ingz{ the United States postage only.
ewspapers sont, six cents, and newspapers received
iwo conts Each, to be collected in the United States. !

« MAILs yor CENTRAL AMERICA.—A monthly’
mail will hereafter be made up at the New York
and New Orleans post Cifices for Punta Avenas,
La Union, Acajulta and San Jose de Guatamals
\(Céngral America,) for d!xgttch b; the Califor. !
niat miail steamers of the 5th of esch montk frora
i those ports. Sald mail, on arrival at Panaga,
- will be immediately dispatched thence to desti-
| nation by the steaniship Columbus, belonging to
! the Panama Raliroad Company. The single rate
;of United States Pmtage is ten cents when the |
*distsnce from mailing office is under 2,500 miles, *
und 20 cents when the distance is over?2 500 miftes |
weprepayment compulsory. T

BN

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO SPAIN.

We are requesicd to state, that in comsequence of a o
duction in the French traupsit rate on letters forwarded-
from the Upited Kingdom, through France, to Spain, the"
postage between the United States and Spain, via England
and France, will be hereafter as follows—prepayment com-
pulsory : {

Oun & letter pot excecding a quarter of an ounce...37 cents ‘
& “  above a quarter and not exceeding half

an ounce..... R swerssorensh3 K
# “ above halfan ounce aud not exceeding

three-quarters of an ounce............80 ¢
“ “  ghove three-quarters of an ounce and

pot exceeding A0 OUDCC.vecrrenn —

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO THE MEDITEREA-
NEAN, INDIA, AND CHINA.

We are requested to give public notice that the singls
rate of postage vpon letters addressed to the following
places, via England, and intended 10 te forwarded by
British packet via Marseilles, will hereafter be as followgw
prepayment required :

Egypt (except Alexandria)........ corsraessvessesernenss 39 cente.
China (except Hong-Kong)... .39
JAFBuos covercersevarars PRI 49 o«

Borneo.. . ARR—— 49 #

Labuan ... wid W e e 49 8
Samatra.. reeea 49 W
Moluccas..coonnnn. 49 #
Phillipine Islands....ccocercecrnsrcsnincncnmsenransecsene 49 ¢

On lotters addressed to Alexandria, Hong-Kong, and the
British possessions in India, the United States postage only,
of 21 or 5 cents, according as they are despatched by
United States or British packets, must be prepaid in this
country.

ot i 7 A
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FOREIGN POSTAGE.

. Rates of Postage to the Australian Coloni®, {nelud-
ing Tasmania (Van Diemen’s Land) and New Zealand.
We are requested to state that notice has beeu

given by the British Post Office of a recent arrange-
ment made by the British Government for the con-
veyance of mails once a mouth, by the route of
Suez, between Great Britain and the Australian
Colonies, including Tasmania and New Zcalafd.
Under this arrangement mails will be dispatehed from

: Southampton (England). regularly on the 12th of each

month ; and, in addition to and connexion with the direct

packet gervice from Southampton, a special service will
be maintained, via France, for the conveyanee of supple-
mentary mails, which will be dispatched from London

four days after the departure of the packet from South- |

ampton. Thus the correspondence via Marseilles will

be made up and forwarded from London on the 16th of

each month.

The postage ou all letters and newspapers addressed .
to the Australian Colonies must be puidin advance or they :

cannot be forwarded from Great Britain. The rates upon
letters to New South Wales, Victoria, (Port Philip,)
South Australia, Western Australia, Tasmania, (Van
Dieman’s Land,) and New Zealand will be thirty-three
cents the single letter, not exceeding half an ounce, when
sent via Southampton, and thirty-nine cents theg.single
letter, not exceeding one-quarter of an ounce, when sent
via Marseilles. Newspapers when sent via Southampton
four cents cach—pre-payment required.

* Letters via Sovthampton arc charged with single rate
of postage, if not exceeding the weight of half an ounce ;
double rate if exceeding half am ounce, but not exceed-
ing an ounce; quadruple rate if exceeding an ounce, but
not exceeding two ounces; and 80 on, two. rates being

charged for every ounce or fractional part of an cunce

over the first ounce.
Letters via Marseilles are charged with an additional
French rate of six cents the quarter ounce. The postage,

therefore, via Marseilles, on a letter not exceeding one

quarter of an ouince is thirty-nine cents; when above one |

quarter of an ounce, and not exceeding half an ounce,
- forty-five cents; when above half an ounce, and not ex-
| ceeding three-quarters of an ounce, eighty-four cents;:
i and when above three-quarters of an ounce, and not ex-
ceeding one ounce, ninety cents.

'POSTAL CONVENTION PETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND FRANCE.

i
|
i
| tion has been concluded between the United States
and France, haviug been signed on the 2d instant

We are authorized to state that a Postal Conven-

1

i by James CampBiLL, Postmaster Generzal, on the !

part of this Government, and by Count DE SaR-

P




r16ES, Minister, &c. on the part of France. Itis’
to go into effect on the 1st of April next. i
The rate for o letter of the weight of one-quarter
of an ounce, or under, is fifteen cents, and fifteen
cents fur each additional quarter «f au ounce, or .
fraction of a quarter of an ounce, from any part of
the United States to any part of France or Algeria;
_prepayment cptional. the postage is the same
| whether the letter passes thvough England or di-
reet to or from Krance. )
The rates on letters of a"quarter of an ounce, or
under, for countries beyond Franee, will be s
follows, viz :

Great Britain, Delgium, the Low Countries, the Grand
Duchy of Luxembury, the Swiss Cautons, theSardinian
States, and the German States, (except the Empire of
Austria,) 21 ceuts 1o destinarion; prepayment optinnal.

Denmark, Ewpire of Austria, Scrvia, Tuscany, States
of the Church and Duchies of Parmna and Modena, 27
cents to destination ; prepayment cptional.

Russia, Poland, the Two Sicilies, Malta, the Kingdom
of Greece, Alexandria, Jatfa, Beyrout, Tripoli in Syria,
Lattakia, Alexandretta, Masiva, Rhodes, Smyrua, Mity-
lene, the Dardanelles, Gallipolis, Coustastineple, Tunis, |
i Tangiers, Foundicherry, Karikal, Yauoan, Mabs, and |
Chandernager, 80 cents to destination; prepayment
optional. )

Kingdoms of Sweden and Norway, 83 cents to destina- /YO/
tion; prepayment eptional.

Spain, Portugal, and Gibraltar, 21 cents to Behobia;
prepayment required.

Ionian Islands, 27 cents to Trieste; prepayment re-
quired

Aden, East Indies, Ceylon, Mauritius, Isle of Reunion,
Penang, Singapore, Hong Keng, Shanghai, China, Bata-
via, and other countries whose correspondence can ad-
! vaniageously be sent by Suez, 30 cents to seaport of the
. Indies or sea of China to which the British packets ply ;
. prepayment required.

Countries beyond seas other than those designated, 80
cents to port of arrival in the country of destination;
prepayment required. ’

.

As the balances now in use in our post offices are
~adjusted to no weight below the half ource, the
quarter ounce may be ascertained by placing a die
(a new quarter of a dollar will answer) of the
weight of a quarter of an ounce upon the plate of
the balance with the letter. ‘

The previous arrangement for printed matter, o ‘
which each country coliects its own postage, re-
mains unchanged. The Urited States postage on
newspapers is two cents each, and on periodicals |
and pamphlets one cent an ounce, or fraction of an
ounce; prepayment required. Books and all other
kinds of printed matter are chaigeable with the
United States domestic rates; prepayment also re-
quired. !

e
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! AN ABT to expedite telegrapbic communication for the
ux of the government in its foreign intercourse,

" Be il'¥nacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the nited States of America in Congress assembled, That the

of the President of the United States, may contract with any
competent person, persons, or association, for the aid of the .
United States, by “urnishing not exceeding two ships in
laying down a submarine cable, to connect existing tele--
graphs between the coast of Newfoundland and the ccast:
of Treland, and for the use of such submarine communication
when establisbed by the government of the United States,
on such terms and conditions as shall seem to the President
just and reasonable not exceeding seventy thousand dol-
lars, per annum until the nett profits of such person, or
persons, or association, shall be equal to & dividend of six
per cent per annum, and then not exceeding fifty thousand
dollars per annum for twenty : Provided, That the govetn-
ment of Great Britain shall, before or at the same time, en-
ter into a like contraet for those purposes with the same
person, persous, or association, and upon terms of exaoct
equality with those stipulated by the United States: And |
provided, That the tariff of prices for the use of such sub-:
marine communication by the public shall be fixed by the
Secreiary of ‘he Treasury of the United States and the!
government of Great Britain, or its authorized agent: Pro-
vided further, That the United States aud the citizers
. thereof shall enjoy the use of the said submarine telegraph
! comraunication for all time on the same terms and condi-

tions which shall be stipulated in faver of the government

of Great Britain, and the subjects thereof, recognising
| equality of rights among the cinzeos of the United States
'in the use of said submarine communication and the lines
! of telegraph which may at any time connect with the same
| at itg terminus on the coast ot Newfoundland and in the
! United States, in 2oy contract so to be entered into by such
person, persons, or association, with that government: Pro-
Cpided, jurther, that the contract to be made by the Brit-
| ish government, sha'l not be different from that already
{ proposed by tue government to the New Yorl, Newiound-
‘land and London Telegraph Company except such pro-
visions as may be necessary to secure to each goverament
the trapsmission of 115 own messages by its own agents;
L and provided further, that it shall be in the power of Cou-
" gress, after ten years, to terminate said contract upon giving
one years notice to the parties 1o such coatract.

Approved March 3, 1857

; Public 25

" AN ACT making appropriations for the servive of the
Post (ffice Department during the fiscal year ending the
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the U nited States of America in Congress assembled, That the
following sums be, and the same are bereby, appropriated
for the Post Office Department for tbe year ending the
thirtieth of June, sighteea hundred and fifty-eight,out of any
moneys in the treasury arisiog from tbe revenuves of the -
said department, in conformity to the act of theseco.d of |
July, eighteen bundred and thirty-six:
| For trapsportation of the mails, (in]and,) seven million |
{ six hundred and twenty-two thousand two hundred and
i forty-seven dollars.

For compengation to postmasters, two million one hun-
! dred and forty thousand dollars.

For ship, steamboat, and way letters, twenty thousand
doliars. i

For wrapping-paper, forty-five thousand dollars.

For office furniture in the post offices, six thourand dols!

| lars.
i, For advertising, eighty thousand dollars.

Secretary of State, in the discretion, and under the direction |




AN ACT PROVIDING YOR THE COMPULSORY PREPAYMENI O POSTAGE
PRINTED MATTER.

ON ALL TRANSIENT

e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uniled States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That the provision in the act approved August thirty, eighteen hundred and fifty-
two, entitled ““An act to amend the act entitled an act to reduce and modiy the rates of postage
in the United States, and for other purposes, passed March three, cighteen hundred and fifty-one,”
permitting transient printed matter to be sent throngh the mail of the United States without pre-

paynient of postage, be, and the same is hereby, repealed.

And the postage on all such transient

matter shall he prepaid by stamps or otherwise, as the Postmaster General may divect.

Arverovep Jawwary 2, 1857,
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For mail-bags, fifty-five thousand dollars. )

5 Eor blanks, and paper for the same, ninely-five thousafd
ollurs,

. For mail-locks, keye, and stampe, fifteen thousand dol-
ara.

For mail depredations acd special agents, sixty-five
thousand dollars.

For clerks in the offices of postmasters, seven hundred
and sixty-five thousand dollars,

For postage stamps and stamped envelopes, ninety-five
thousand dollars.

For miscellaneous items, one hundred and seventy thou-
sand dollars,

Skc. 2. Andbe it further enacled, That the sum of six hun-
dred and sixty-six thousand eight hundred and eighty-
three dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to
be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, to supply deficiencies in the revenue of the Post
Office Department for the vear ending the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven.

Sge. 3. And be it further enacted, That if the revenunes of
the Post Office Department shall be insufficient to meet the
appropriations of this act the sum of two million five bun-
dred thousand dollars, or so much thereof 23 may be pe-
cessary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropria-
ted, to supply deficiencies in the revenue of the Post Office
Department for the year ending the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-eight.

Sgc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to establish and
put in operation a semi-monthly mail, by ses, from San
Francisco, in the State of California, to Olympia, in the
Territory of Washington, touching at Humboldt bay,
Trinidad, and Crescent city, in the State of Californis;
Port Orford, Gardiner city, or Umpqus, and Astoria, in the’
Territory of Oregon ; Shoal-water bay, Fort Townsend, in
the Territory of Washington; and at such other points as
shall be designated by the Postmaster General: Provided,
That the contract for the said service be advertised by the
Postmaster General in pursnance of existing laws, and let
to the lowest bidder: And provided, further, That the whole
cost of said service shall not exceed the sum of onge hun-
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars per annum, which
sum is bereby appropriated for that purpose, to be paid out
of any mouey in the treasury not otherwise appropriated :
Provided, further, That the Postmaster General may, if he
shall deem it for the public interest, contract for said ser-
vice with the lowest bidder, as aforesaid, under the adver-
tised propesals heretofore made for mail service between .
the points aforesaid. |

Sec 5, And be it further cnacted, That the Postmaster
General be authorized and directed to continue the mail
service between Charleston, Key West, and avana, during
the months of August and September in each year for the
residue of the present contract term of the southern sec-
tion by a competent steamer a3 it is now being performed
during ten months of the jear; and that to enable him to
do so, a sum not exceeding ten thousand doilars per an-
num i3 hereby appropriated oat of any money in the treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated

Sec 6 And be it further enacted That the fourth section
of the act of Congress approved fifth of August, eighteen
hundred and fifty-four, entitled “An act making appro-
priations for the service of the Post Office Depariment du-
ring the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifty-five,” be and the came is here-
by continued for one year from August fifth, eighteen hun-
dred and fifty seven.

Sgc 7. And be it further enacled, That the Postmaster
General be and he is hereby, authorized to re-examine and
adjust all guestions arising out of fines imposed upon the
contractors i.: carrying the mails upon the Mississippi
river. : .




8K0. 8 And be it further enacled, That the Post Master
Gteneral be; and is bereby, authorized and directed to ex~
| amine the applications of Vassal D Pinkham, contractor
for carrying the United States mail on route sixty seven,
between Bangor and Calaig, in the State of Maine, and of
Lewis W. Ludlow, contractor for carrying the United States
majls on route one ,thousand two hundred and forty two,
| from Auburn to South Lansing, in the State of New York,
1 1o be released from their respective contracts, and in his
| digcretion to release either or hoth of them therefrom.
f Sec. 9 And be it further enacted That the eighth section
i of the act of the eighteenth of August, eighteen hundred
and fifty six, entitled “An act making appropriations for
the gervice of the Post Office Department” &¢, be construed
as mandatory; and the Postmaster General be and he
hereby is, required to pay to the said Giddings the sum of
thirty three thousand and five hundred dollars per annum
! in lien of the contract pay, on mail route number twelve
thousand nine hundred, as directed by said section, deduct-
ing payments heretofore made.

Sec. 10 sAnd be it further enacled, That the Postmaster
General be, and he is hereby authorized to contract for the
conveyance of the entire letter mail from such point on the
Mississippi river, as the contractors may select, to San
Francisco, in the State of California, for six years, at a cost
not excieding three hundred thovsand dollars per annum
for semi monthly, four hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
for weekly, or six hundred thousand dollars for semi-

-~ weekly service to be performed semi-monthly, weekly, or
semi-weekly, at the option of the Postmaster General.

Sec. 11 And be it further enacted, That the contract
sball require the service to be performed with good four-
horse coaches, or spring wagons, suitable for the convey-

,ance of passengers, as well as the safety and security of

3
|

Sgc 12, And be it further enacted, That the contractors
shall have the right of pre-emption to three hundtred and
twenty acres of any land not then disposed of or reserved,
at each point necessary for a station, not to be mearer than
ten miles from each other: and provided, that no mineral
land sbull be thas pre-empted.

8ec, 13 And be it further enacled, That the said service
shall. be performed within twenty-five days for each trip;
and that, beforeentering into such contract, the Postmaster
General shall be satisfied of the ability and disposition of
the parties bona fide and in good faith to perform the said
contract, and shall require good snd sufficient security for
the performance of the same; the service to commence with
in twelve months after the signing of the contract.

Sec. 14 And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
General of the United States be, and he hereby is, author-
ized and directed to accept the lowest bid offered and now
. on record, (Piovided the same shall not exceed twenty
i three thousand dollars a year, for weekly services,) to con-
i vey the Urited States mails in good and sufficient steamer
or steamers under the advertisemwent of the Postmaster
i General of January nineteen, eighteen hundred and fifty-
| five, for “proposals for conveying the United States mails
on Poget’s Sound, Waskington Territory” and to contract
k with the bidders thereof to put futo ixvmediate operation
the said service on Pugets Sourd, Washington Territory
commencing at Olympia and supplying Steilacoom, Seat-
5 tle, Port Madison, Port Gamble, Port Ludlow, Port Town-~
i _send, Pean's Cove Beslingham Bay, (Whatcorn,) New Dun-
i §g:eaesss, and such other places on said route as the Pest~
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Pablie 47

AN ACT to constrnet a building for & custom houss and |
post office at Perth Amboy New Jersey i

De it enacted by the Serate and House of Representatives
~of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, Thint
the sum of twenty thousand dollars with ten per cent.
thereon to cover contingencies and go mauch as may be re- |
quired to purchase a suitable gite be, and the same are
uereby appropriated ount of any mosey in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated for the coustruction in the cigy of
Perth Amboy, in the Siate of New Jeorsey for the accom-
modsation of n Custom Eouse and Post Office, of 8 brick
building perfectly fire proof with floors constructed of |
iron beaws aud buck arches, and an iron roof of forty five
by thirty two feet, and thirty two feet high : Provided that
no money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied for
| ‘the purpose mentioned until a valid title to the land for
1 the site of said huilding shall be vested in the United
States, and until the State, of New Jersey shall also duly
‘ relinquish and release to the United States the right to tax
! - or in 8oy Way assess said site, or the property of the Uni-
‘ ted States that may be thereon during the time that the
} United Ssitgs’f“{fise or remain the ownar thereof.
‘ Approved March*3, 1857

e

Pablic 42 Ao ?

AN ACT making apprepriation for the {ransportation of |

the United States msil, by ocean-steamers and othew

wise, during the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of Juoe,
eighteen hundred and fifty-eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Répresentatives of
the United States gf America in Congress assembled, That the
following sums be, and the same are bereby, appropriated,
to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for the year ending the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-eight: . L

For travsportation of the mails from New York to Liv-
erpool, and back, three hundred and forty-six thousand
five hundred dollars.

For wsneportation of the maile from New York to New
Orleaus, Cbarleston, Savanaah, Havavs, and Chagres, and
back, two hundred and sixty-one thousand dollars.

For transpor:ation of the mails from Panama to Califor-
nia and Oregon, and back, three hundred and twenty-
cight thougsnd three hundred and fifty dollars, L

Szc. 2. And be i further enacted, That the following: r
suma be, and the pame are kereby, appropriated for the 8er- ‘
sice of the Post Office Department for the year ending tie |
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifiy-} (
eight, oat of any moneys iu the treasury arising from ﬂ.fi } |
revenves of said department, in conformity to the act of | ‘
the second of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- |
ldx)?‘or tranzportation of the mails between Charleston and i
Havana, & sam not exceeding fifty thousand dollars. ‘

For transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of |
Panama, one hundred snd thirty-five thousand dollars,

Approved March 3, 1857

k
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’ Public 37

N ACT making appropriations for ce.rfaili civil expenses
4 of the governmgengpfor the year ending ‘he thirtieth of :
June, eighteen hundred and. fifty eight. |

it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives !
of ?;:t United g’?am of America in Congress assembled,
That the folloting suma be, and the same are hv“ibyé "
propriated for tlie objects bereafter expressed, fdl‘d‘ e‘é ?};%ad
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundr s
fifty-eight, viz: ’ : e |
For extension of the Gencral Post Office, two hundred |
thoueand dollars. . ) .
For ths constinuation and completion of tite custom-
bouse, post office, &c., at Dubugque, Iowa, twenty tholisdnd
dollars, with ten per cent, for contingencies, and the Secre-
tary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to take posses-
sion and pay for thé land and prosecute the work condi-
tioted upon the city of Dubuque, enterifig into a bond in
its corporate capacity, with good and sufficient individuml
security for twice the amount of the appropridtions that
the legislature of Jowa will at its next session pass an act
seding exclusive jurisdiction over the site to the United
Btates, and forever exempting the property from all taxa-

-
“For enlargieg the building for a cusgtomshouse, post of-
fice, sad court-room at Buffalo, New York, one hundred |
and twenty-one thousand dollirs, including the ten per
_cent. for incidentals, and for the like purpoze at Chicago,
INinois, two hufdfed theusand dollars, with the ten per
cent. for incidental expenses.

For the construction of & customi-House United States!
gm}x}rt—rooms, and post office at Ca.ro, Lllinois, fifty thowsand

ollars, :

[ For building a court housé and post office at Raleigh
" North Caroliaa fifiy thousand dollars.
For building a court-house and post office at Columbia
South Carolina fifty thousand doliars. ‘
For building a court bouse at Madison Wisconsin fifty |
thousand dollars. ) |
For a court house and post office at Memphis in the State |-
of Tennessee fifty thousand dollars.
For & bui!din{ at Tallahassee Florida to accommodate
]the United States courts and post office fifty thousand dol-
ars.

For completing and fumish'ing the buildiog purchased of

& b k pt it to the uses of a post
gﬁﬁi:gn the city of Philadelphia one hundred thousand
olixrs, ) . .
. For completing and fitting up the post office in the build-
ing erected for a custom-house and post offices, at Cincin-
nati four thousand three hundred and thirty-eight dollars
nd ninety cents, i
For the completion of a United States court house and
post office at Key West Florida thirty thousand dollars
_with ten per cent. for contingencies aud so much ss may
be .neceesary for the purpose of a suitable site for the
' sa

me. . o R -

£ the continuation and completicn of the United States
mgt?i—honee and post office at Indianapolis, Indian#, sixty-
gevén thousand dollars (with ten per cent for conmtim- i

*"For the continvation and completion of the buildings for |
! the United States courts and post office at Rutland and
{ Windsor Vermont forty thousand dellars each (with tem |




S8, And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of
the Traasury be and be hereby is suthorized to increase the
length of the building for' the custom-house, post office snd
court rooms at Galveston Texas, as man feet ag the appro-
priation heretofore made will admit of being done,

Approved March 3, 1857,
{Z‘IEWSI’APER POSTAGE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES,
A VIA ENGLAND. .

We are requested to state that the following is a
list of the countries and places to which newspa-
pers from the United States cannot be forwarded,
via Eogland, unless prepaid at a higher rate than
four cents each, (United States and British postage.)

The charges on a single newspaper to each of

ghese countries, via England, are as follows—pre- |

payment compulsory :

Australia, South...cccovenevens
= Western..

BOLIEO . ceenrcrrvorrenerssrnrorssces srsoansen
Beurbon, (Reunion)........ +e..via Marseilles

“ (Reunion{ via Southampton... & ¢
Ceylon e corveenniniininne via Marseilles....... g8
‘Chins, including Hong Bong...........d0eceennenn. g
EgYPLeccviraiireccsssnsisnernns do. by British packet 8
India, including Aden.........via Marseilles....... 8 ¢
P 15 1 SR SR ...do. “
Mauritius. ...ceeveeee ..do. L

New South Wales
New Zealsnd..........
Penang......ocererciinavenens

Philippine Islands............

® ;o WwwR®

Tasmanis (Van Dieman’s Land) via Marseilles...
Victoria... . [ S
Belgrade...c.c..ocooveroenieoeenn.. Vi Belgium
‘Qther parts of Turkey not enumerated below,

.......................

-3 0

......

‘¥is Belgium.cooverearrenmenassnuniinne svenmesaisiscns #
Moldavia, (exeept places enumerated below,)

via Belgitm. . oe coeverierecionmiaiiin v cosinin 7T
“Wallachia via Southampton......coeenicoinicennns 7 %

Upon newspapers to the following places the United

States and British postage is four cents each, to which -

must be added a foreign postage beyond Englsad of
three cents for every half ounce in weight—prepayment
required :

Botuschany, Jassy, Salonics, Tenedos,
Bucharest, Lornics, Samsoun,  Trebizond,
Candiz, Mostar, Seres, Tultcha,
Galatz, Ratchuck, Tchesme, Varna.

Postmasters should note these rates upon the table of
postages to foreign countries. ‘

|
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RATES OF POSTAGE FROM THE UNITED STATES TO

E.

We are requested to state that the Bremen offieé®]
*mecent}y furnished the Post Office Departmient

:*} KINGDOM OF DENMARK BY THE BREMEN

M the following table of postages to Denmark and
the Danish Duchies

Denmark o
Dakedem  of Hol
ad of Lruenbi
Abrensbark.
Ahreusburg ..

Barms
Blankensse, .
Bonbwood ... ...

11 I
Gluekstadt. |
Heide |

Ttzehoo.

Kiel
Tunjenbury
Tauenbury
Logsdon. oo
Meblort. .

Neumnnst:
Newstr i .
Norto

Ploen .
Preciz p
Ratehury
Reinberk
Remmteds, ... ..

Kellinghusen...... ..

by the Bremen line.

AT ICE
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§ 574
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Cents.
140

132 |




Postage to Ports of the Black Sea and of the
Danube by French Mail.

We are requested to state that the French Gov-
exnment has recently established Post Offices at
V.ole, Varna, Sulina, Tultcha, Galatz, Ibraila, Ine-
boli, Sinope, Samsoun, Kerasund, and T;ebxzo.n(!,
and that correspondence of every description origi-
‘ nating 11 or destined for those cities will hereafter
| %e transmitted in the mail via France upon the
‘ same terms ond conditions as correspondence of the

Jike nature orig.ating in or destined for the cities

| of the Levant in which France has post offices.

i The single rate or letter postage between the
United States and those places by the French mail

i will therefore be thirty cents the quarier GUfics and
sixty cenls the half ounce letter.  Pre-payment

| optional. Printed matter of every description may
“ also be transmitted to those ports by way of France
" on pre-payment of the United States postage, viz:

‘ . two cents on newspapers; one cent an ounce oOr
1 fraction of an ounce on pamphlets and periodicals;
‘ and' the regular domestic rates on other kinds of
‘ iprinted matter. The same rates of postage must
collected at the office of delivery in the United
States upon printed matter from those places re- |

//éjirr /5T

N

.geived by French mail.

08TAGR TO PORTS OF THE Brack S€A aAND OF
Danueg, a1 waicH THE FrENCH PAcxETs
cci.~The Postmaster General of France has
ified the Post Office Department of the United
les of the recent establisbment of two lines of
och mail packets 11 the Black Sea, conveying
mails weekly—the one trom Constantinople,
Varna, Salina, Tultcha and Galatz, to Ibraila, 1n
bilachiz; and the otber from” Constantinople, by
ope, Samsum, and Keresoun, to Trebizonde, o
¥1sh Armema. :
§» consequence of the estabhishment of these two
s, letters from the United S:ates for Varna,
'na, Tultcha, Galatz, lbrailae, Sinope, Sansum,
esoun and Trebizonde can be forwarded via
nce, io the French mail, to destination, on pre-
ment of 30 cents the single rate of } ounce or
er, being the same posiage as is chargeable on
respondence of the same nature dest.ned for
cities of the Lievant, in which France has post
s,
n like manner umpaid correspondence for the
ited States coming from the above-named ports
the Black sea and of the Danube by French
kets, will be subject to the same rate as is
rged on unpaid correspondence from the cities
he Lievant above named, viz. 30 cents the sin-
letter of } ounce or under.
he French office at Coostantinople 18 charged
h the duty of forwarding this correspondence
i3 destination, by means of the packets belong-
to the two new lines above named, no addi-
al charge being made for the conveyance be-
d Constanticople.—~ Washington Union.
gt e R

- i -

. e pra——

REDUCED RATE3 0OF POSTAGE TO AUSTRIA.
ETc., via Frasce.—The Postoffice Department
announces that a new postal convention was con-
cluded between the governments of France and
Austria on the 3d of September last, by which
certaln changes have resulted in thegrates of post-
age upon correspondence exchanged by the way
of France between the United States and  ustria
and the countries to which Austria serves as an .
intermediate point. The rates to be levied in
the United States, on and after the 1st of Fehrusry.
1853, upon letters addressed to the following coun-
tries and places, by French mail, will be as fol-
lows, viz:

To Austria and its States, and the c¢ity of Bei-
grade, 21 cents the single rate of a quarter ounce
or under, prepayment optional, being in full to
destination.

TobMoldavia, Ionian Islands. Adrianople, Seves,
Sophia Rustchuck, Antivan, 8cio, Bourghes,
Canea, Durazze, Janina, Larnica, Prevesa, Sinope,
Tenedos and Velona, 30 cents the single rate of a
quaiter ounce or under, prepayment optional, be-
ing in full to destination.

To Montenegro, Servia, (except Belgrade ) and
cities in European Turkey other than those enu

| merated above. or in the ‘“table of postages to

foreign countries,” 21 cents the quarter ounce
letter, prepayment required, being in full to the |
Austrian-Turkish frontier only. |
Postmasters should note these changes of rates
upon their tables uf postages to foreign countries.




: . . h Post OFrice DEPARTMENT,

\Postage to Ports on the ‘iﬁest Coast of Africa, via _ WasHixoTo, Feb, 22, 1658,
i B Enaland SR 1] have to inform you that the followinﬁéegn.
ngiand. 1ations have been agreed upon between this Depart.

141 11 ment and the British Post Oftice, for the future treat.

We are requested to state ﬂ.mt the British Mail ment of newspapers containin ’writing or any en

ket on the west coast of Africa proceeds as far as closure, conveyed i the mails hetween the two coun
H H H L tries, viz:

ernando Po, calling at Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, ™ rya newspapers posted in the United Kingdom,

‘Bathurst, Sierra Leone, Monrovia, Cape Coastyif sl UAm ok cr S Shcfosure, hal
i N p or all, o
‘Castle, Acers, Whydah, Badagry, Lagos, Bonny, tht(ei optimtl 0§1 “ﬁ: despag;hill;g gi)ﬁue, eitheg!’e stopped

1 1 . und sent to the Returne ead) Letter office, or be
0ld Calabar, and Cameroon ; and that the rates Of Yorvatiied, iharged with foll letter postage, both
postage chargeuble in the United States upon letters British and United States combined,

: T 9. "That a like course shall be adopted to the Post
addressed to be forwarded via England to the seve- agice of the country to which she new},: apers are seit,

ral ports here mentioned are sixty-one cents perl! the writhig of eilelmicy L sombind such sol-
. » > N ot in the country {rom 143 € NEWS'
half ounce to Madeira and Teneriffe, and forty-five were despatched, ¥ paper

A W ; _ 3. 'That in order to aveid complexity in reclaimin
e@uts Pfr half ounce to k crqando PO’ GOI‘B&, Bath the postage upou such xxewspap%n asymay fail to b%
urst, Sierra.Leone, Monrovia, Cape Coast Castle, delivered, the postage shall be retained by the offe

A s N, vollecting it, and shall give rise to no accounts be.
‘Acera, Whydah, Badagry, Lagos, Bonny, Old Cala- (yeen the 1w Post s

%bm', and Cameroon. These rates should be prepaid Ilet;cf‘i%d ;;t;htlﬁgforeege?re% :o t&%u}é‘nﬁze c'«ge!y aﬁ
te 5 A /spapers ressed to Great Britain, and in ¢

in all cases, and are in full of the United States v{:.;:seg wh;rf ﬁvlritting or enclosures are detected, s
p 141 Inatl em with full letter postage, omitting claim for any
and ,Bntlsh e}mrge. to port Of destm‘m‘on, but d() . S. postage rhcrccmx iu i’ik)e manner, newspz{ptrs oJ(
not include any foreign local postage which may betbis description, received in this country frow Grea

i

levied at any of these places. o %i:tfaa}snml‘;zléli for ﬁﬁﬁmﬁ&g ;};trtf;/ pasiage, wiin
E e “ i - - “awet « . You will, however, continue the existing practice
Postagk TO LiBgria via ENGL Axp—We are re- of affixtug printed labels to all newspapers received

guested to state that notice has been given by f’?"f:}g’fs‘e‘gg‘;2@2;&%‘;!{630‘3‘2‘}23?;“ :2?5:;;1,
the British Post Offive of.the conclusion of & Horario King.
postal convention between Great Britain and Gioxon G. Westcorr, Postmaster, Philadelphis
the Republic of Liberia, which establishes & Penn. L
combined British and Liberian rate of six pence . i
the half ounce letter as the charge for the con- REDUCTION OF POSTAGE TO THE Barrisn Con-
veyance of letters posted in one country and oN1E8 0F FALKLAND IsiaNDs, GawBia, Lasv-
delivered in the other, after the 1st of April AN, Tox1an IsLANDS, AND Narap.—We are re-
next, prepayment of which is made compulsory. quested to state that, in oconsequenceof arecent

The Government of Liberia having expressed reduction of the British postage, the single rate

a desire that letters originating in the United of Jetter postage between the United States and

‘States addressed to Liberia, as well as letters the British colonies of Falkland Island, Gam-
originating in Liberia addressed to the United bis, Labuan, Ionian Islands, and Natal, via
States, and forwarded through Great Britain, England, will hereafter be 33 cents, prepay-
may be fully prepaid in either country to their ment required, when ¢onveyed from England,
destinations, a regulation to that effect has been as follows, viz:
adopted by the United States and British Post Falkland Islands and Gambis by packetor

“Office Depariments. by private shir. )

{ The postage, therefore, to be levied in the Labuan and Tonian Istands by private ;ﬁ!p, i
United States upon letters addressed to Liberia, ‘Natal by packet, via the Cape of Grood Hope,
via England, after the 1st of April next, will be or by private ship, direct. . !
33 oents the gingle rate of half an ounce or un- : :

der, prepayment required. i
— |
LAW OF THE UNITED STATES,

Pub: 49.

AN ACT making appropriations for sundry civil expenses
of the government for the year ending the thirtieth of
, June, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine.
7t Ske: 19, And be it further enacied, That so much of all
acts and parts of acts, a8 require or authorize the Post- A
master General to publish notice of letting corlracts to
carry the mails in the respective States, in newspapers
published in the city of Washington, in the Distiict of 1

i,' - | Columbia, be and the same is hercby repealed. - \V’ N
B Szc: 14, And be it further enacted, that all the ruling 4
= and binding for the several Executive Departments shall %

f be executed by practical and competent be~"  .nders, 10 <
H be appointed by the head of the Department. - ik




Suo: 17, And be it further enacted, That the collectors

ofthe customs, in the several collection districts, be, and
they are hereby and hereafter, required to act as disbur-
sing agents, for the payment of all moneys that are-or
may bereafter be appropriated for the wxwtmctmnﬂof

| custom houses, court houses, post offices, andd marine
hospitals, with such compensation, not exceeding one
quarter of one per cent., as the Seeretury of tue Treasury
may deem equitable and just: And provided Sfurther, that

| where there is no collector at the place of location of any
public work herein gpecified, the superintendent of such
public work shall act as disbursing agent without any
additional compensation therefor : and all laws and parts
of Taws in conflict with the provisions of this section, be
and the same are, Lereby repealed.

i AN ACT making appropriations for the transportation

of the United States mail by ocean steawmers and other-
wise during the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of
June; eighteen hundred and fifty-nine.

Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress ass@nbled, That the fol-
lowicg sums be, and the same are herveby, appropriated,
tp be paid out of any money in the treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for the year ending the thirtieth of
June, ¢ighteen hundred and fifty-nine:

For transportation of the mails from New York to Liv-

| erpool, and back, three hundred and forty-six thousand
| five hundred dollars; and it is hereby provided that there

De paid to the Post Office Department out of said appro-
priation such sums as may be required to procure the
transportation of the mails from New York to Liverpool,,
and back, on such days as the Collins line may fail to
take them from “few York.

For transportation of the mails from New York to
New Orleans, Charleston, Savannah, Havana, and Cha-
gres, and back, two hundred and sixty-one thousand
dollars.

For transportation of the mails from Pamama to Cali-
fornia and Ovegon, and back, three hundred and twenty-
eight thousand three Lndred & 4 fifty dollars.

For transportation of the mails between San Francisco,
(alifornia, gnd Olympia, Washington Territory, one hun-
dred and twenty-two thousand five hundred dollars.-

For transportation of the mails on Puget’s Sound;
twenty-two thousand four hundred dollars.

Sge. 2. And be it further enacled, That there be paid to
the Post Office Department, out of the appropriation of
three hundred and forty-six thousand five hundred dol-

lars granted by the first section of the act of third March, .

eighteen hundred and fitty-seven, ‘‘for transportation
of the mails from New York to Liverpool, and back,”’
the sum of sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty-
seven dollars and seventy cents, for five outward trips
from New York to Liverpool, to wit: on fourteenth Feb-
ruary and eleventh April, eighteen hundred and fifty-
seven, and thirteenth February. thirteenth March, and

{ tenth April, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, when the

Collins line failed fo perform service; and that the
further sum of thirty-five thousand doliars, or 80 much

$heveof a8 may be necessary, be paid to the Post Cffice

Departiment, out of the appropriation aforesaid, to enable
‘thw Postmaster General to procure the transportation of

twenty

‘and fhe fifth and ninetecnth June,

_fourth April, the eighth and twenty-seeond May,
eighteen hundred and

Fﬁg ‘mails from New York to Liverpool, and back; on the

L

j

‘

|




' filby-elght, if tha Collins line should fail to perionm scr-
vice on those days, . S

8r0. 3. Andbeit further enaéted, That the following sums
be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, for the service '
of the Pest Office Department for the year ending the
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred ond fifty-nirs, outof
any money in the treasury arising from the revenues of
said department, in conformity to the act of the second |
of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six : ‘ :

For transportation of the mails from New York, by’
Southampton or Cowes, to Havre, two hundred and thirty
thousand deollam.

For transportation of the mails between Charleston and
Havana, fifty thonsand dollars. ’

For transportition of the mails across the Isthmus of
Panama, one hundred thousand dollars,

Sk, 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be
lawful for the Postmaster General to make any steamship
or other new contract for carrying the mails on the sea for
a longer period than two years, nor for any other “com-
pensation than the sea and inland postages on the mails
30 transported. :
 Sec. 5. And be i further enacted, That the Postinaster
General be, and he is hereby authorized to cause ihe
mails to be transported between the United States and
any foreign port or ports, by steamship, allowmg and
- paying therefor out of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated, if by an American vessel, the sea.
and United States inlund postage, and if by aby foreign
vessel the sea postage only, on the mails so eonveyed :
Provided that the prefercuce shall always be given to an
American over a foreigu steamship when departing ffom
the same port for the same destination, within three
days of each other.

Approved 14 June 1858,

[

AN ACT making appropriations for the service of the
Post Office Department during the fiscal year ending
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine.

" De it enacted by the Senale and House of Representutives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the “fol-
lowing sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated,
for the service of the Post Office Departinent for the year
" ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty
| pine, oat of any moneys in the treasury arising from the
revenues of the said department, in conformity to the
act of - the second of July, eightecen hundred and thirty-
SiX ¢
For transportation of the wails, (inland,) ten millions :
one hundred and forty thousand five hundred and twen- !
ty dollars. " ) i
For compensation to postmasters, two millions three
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars.
For ship, steamboat, and way letters, twenty thousand
dollars, ) .
For wrapping-paper, fifty-five thousand dollars.
For office furniture in the post offices, five thousand
dollars.
For advertising, cighty-five thousand dollars.
For mail-bags, sixty-five thousand dollars.
. For blanks, =1 paper for the same, oue handred and
twenty-five thuusand dollars.
For mail-locks, Keys, and stamps, fifteen thousand dol-
lars; "
or mail depredations and spacial agents, seventy
thoisand dollars,

For clerks in the offices of postmasters, eight hundred |

and fifty thoussnd dollars.

-




¥or postage zta}x;)gm and stamped’ envelopes, one fiune.
thousand dollars. . .
| &t‘?or miscellaneous items, one hundred and eighty
! thousand dollats,
Seo. % And be it further enacled, That if the revenues of
the Post Office Departient shall Le insufficient to meet
" the appropyiations of this act, then the sum of three mil-
lions five humdred thousand dollars, or o much thereof
as may be necessary, be, and the same s hereby, appro-
priated, to be paid out of any money in the treasnry not
otherwise appropriated, to supply deficiencies 1n the rev-
enue of the Post Office Department for the year c}nlmg
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine.

LETTERS

. 8PAIN. o, 28

" erare authorized to state that, by a reduction of the
" rates of postage between the kingdoms of Great Britain |
. and Spain, the rates on letters (in the Briish maily between *
. the United States and Spain, including Majorca, Minorca, |

and the Canary islands, will hereafter be as follows : i

| Not esceeding } 0% -----eesmossmenmmemTm 0T 3
Above } oz, and not exceeding 3 OBt 45
Above } oz., and not exceeding 3 0Z.-«-----r--m" 7
Above # o0z., and not exceeding 1 0Z-e--------"
Above 1 oz., and not exceeding 1} 0Z-------mn-n
Above 1} oz, and not exceeding 1} 02.---=~==--" ;

: me%j 0z., ond not excceding, 13 02.-------
i

-Zn (et /55F.

0z., and not exceeding 2 05.-----------" 19

BY AUTHORITY.
LAWS O THE UNITED STATES.

THIRTY-SIXTH CONGRESS, FIBST SESSION.

Congress of the United States at the first session, begun
and beld at the city of Washington in the District of
Columbia, on Monday the fifth day of December one
thousund eight hundred and fifty-nine.

AN ACT making appropriations to defray the deficiencies
in the appropriations for the service of the Post Office
Department for the fiscal year ending the 30th Juae,
1859, and in part for the support of the Post Office De-
partment for the fiscal year ending 30th June 1860.

e it enacted by the Senaie and House of Representatives of -
the United States of Amerieu in Congress assembled, That the
sum of four million two hundred and ninety-six thousand
aud nine dollars and twenty-six cents is hereby appro-
priated out of any money in the Treasury not otberwise
appropriaied for the purpose of supplying the deficiency
in the revenues and defraying the expenses of the Post
Ofiice Dt:partment for the year ending the thirtieth of
Juue, oné thousand, eight Lhundred and fifty-nice.

Seo: 2. And be it furthor enacted, That towards the sup-
port of the Pust Office Department, for the fiscal year
ending the tuirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty,
the sum of four millions of dollars, payable out of
any money in the Treasury arising from the revénties of
the Post Office Department is hereby appropristed, and
the fuither sum of two millions, four hundred thousand
dollars is hereby appropriated, payable out of any money
in fhLe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, said sums to
e expended in comformity with the pro isions of theact of |
the m;;gﬁav of July, one thousand, eight hundred sud’

R R



thirty-six, in the payment exclusively of ‘compensation to. |
| Postmusters snd clerks in their offices, mail depredations
and special agents, and for the transportations of the”
mails, for wrapping paper, mail bags, lanks and paper
for the same, mail focks, keys and stamps, postage stsnpe.,
and stamped envelopes. .

Spo: 8. And be it furlher enacted, That interest at the
rate of six percent., per snnum, to commence sixty days
after the expiration of the quarter in which the service
was rendered, byt, in no case, prior to the first day of
May, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine to the date of the
approval of this act, shall be paid on all sums found due
to the contractors for carrying the mail, and that a sum
sufficient to pay the same beand is hereby appropriated
out of uny monies in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated ; Provided, That such interest shall be payable
ounly to the contractors themselves; and the same is !
hereby declared to be in full of all damages by reason of
failure or delay in payment; and the same shall be re-
ceipted for accordingly. But no interest shall be allowed
on payments for the last quarter endiug the thirty-first of
December, eighteen hundred and fifty-uive. )

Suo: 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum. of one
thougagd dollars, be, and the same is, hereby, apgropri~
ated, for the services of temporary clerks 1o expeditiog
the payment of creditors of the Post Offic Department.

Spo: 8. And be it further enacted, That the Superintend- |
ent of the Public Printing be requived to procure the
printing of the Post Office blanks by contract, after thirky
days public notice, and to award gaid conteact for the
usual period .6f Post Office contracts, to the bidder who
offers to print said Dlanks at the greatest per cenfum de-
duction from the prices authorized to e paid by law for |
the printing of the Executive Depiltments ; and that all |
laws or partsof laws now in force, in refation to the :
printing of post bills, ov Post Office blanks be, and the
same are hereby repealed. )

15th February 1860.

Appraved.

Pub : Res: 3.

of the Post Oftice Department.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the ac-
cruing revenues of the Post Office Departiment be, and
the same are hereby appropriated in part payment of con-
tractors for carrying the mails, and of route agents,’
during the quarter ending thirty-first March, eighteen
hundred and sixty, under the provisions of the act of
July second, eightcen hundred and thirty-six.

Approved 28 March 1860.

AN ACT authorizing publishers to print on their papers
the date. when subscriptions expire, and in relation to
the postage on dvop letters. ’
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the scc-

ond clause of section third of the act of thirtieth August

{ eighteen hundred aud fifty-two, establishing the vates of
| postage on printed matter is hereby so modified as to read
5; as follows, namely :
i

Second ; There shall be no word or communication
.‘prinmdonﬂ;e same after its publication, or upon the
cover or wrapper thereof nor any writing nor mark upon
it, nor wpon the cover or wrapper thereof, except the
name, the date when the subscription expires and the

o ,,

A JOINT RESOLUTION for the relief of the contractors




| sdg;ceu of ﬁwdpel:wn to v’v;wm it is fo be sent. o
: 2. 4dn it further . ‘Phat on all drop let- ; /
ters delivered within the limits of any city or w?u by (= o & frrs
cartiers, under the authority of the Post Office Depait- O o . L
ment, one cent each shall be charged for the receipt and | <oFe 7 e
delivery of said letters and no more. 2 K e~ Lo .
Approved, 3 April 1860

AN ACT in relation to the return of undelivered letters
in the Post Office.

Be it enacied by the Senate and House of Representatives of the '
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That when any / s
person shall endorse on any letter his or her name and e oo e & Lot
place of vesidence, as writer thereof, the same after re- S Lee \@Llerr—
maining uncalled for at the office to which it is directed *
ihirty days, or the time the writer may direct, shall be
returned by mail to said writer; and no such letters shall
be advertived, nor shall the same be treated as dead let-
ters, until su returned to the post office of the writer and
there remain uncalled for, one quarter.

Approved 6 April 1860.

AN ACT making appropriations for the service of the

Post Office Department during the fiscal year ending

the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-one.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the fol-
lowing sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated,
for the service of the Post Office Department for the year
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-
one, out of any moneys in the treasury arising from the
revenues of the gaid department, in conformity to the act
of the second of July, eighteen bhundred and thirty-six:

For transportation of the mails within the. jurisdiction
of the United States, and on such routes along the coasts
of the United States as do_not touch ats foreign port,
pine million six bundred an forty-four thousand five
hundred and ninety-eight dollars; Provided, however,
That the maximuom compensation to be paid to route
agents shall not exceed ¢ight hundred dollars per year.
~ For compensation to postmasters, two million six hun- | o ‘,_y,,,,,ﬂ%
dred and fifty-four thousand dollars, Provided, however, e /%‘V’L»o(/:/"

That where packages of newspapers or periodicals are re- B A I
ceived at any post office directed to one address, and the L e 2 ) -
names of the club of subscribers to which they belong, P R D
with the postage for a quarter in advance shall be handed J/"/ Crnis /::,( Py
to the postmaster, he shall deliver the same to their re-

spective owners.

For clerks in the offices of postmasters, eight hundred
thousand dollars.

For ship, steambout, and way letters, twenty thousand
dollars.

For office furniture in the post offices, four thousand
doliars.

For advertising, seventy thousand dollars.

For mail bags, fifty-five thousand dollars.

For paper required for printing blanks, seventy thou-
sand doliais.

For printing blaoks, twelve thousand dollars.

For wrapping paper, fifty-two thousand dollars.

For mail locks, keys, and stamps, fifteen thousand dol-

Tagpe '
o"‘%m mail depredations and special agents, seventy-five j/’é el : c

thousand dollars, Provided, That from and after the first
of July, one th usand eight hundred and sixty, not iore y

than sixteen hundred dollars per annum shall be allowed / ("7 MM

Voo




to any speclal ‘agent of the Post Office Department as
compensation for his services ; And provided further That
the fourth section of an act entitled *‘An act to supply
deficlencies in the appropriations for the service of the
fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-four,”” approved May thirty-first,
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, be and the same is here-
by repealed.

For miscellineous payments, one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars. Provided, That it shall be the duty of
the Postiaaster General to furnish to Congress, in his an-
nuul report on the first Motiday ef December next, and
of each and every yeur thereafter, a detailed statement of
the expenditures made under the head of *“miscellanecus
payments;'’ and that it shall not be lawful to use any of
the money hereby appropriated for the defence of suits
brought against officers of the Post Office Department for
mulfeasance, misfeasance or nonfeasance in office, or for
acts committed by them under color of law, and in dero-
gation of the rights of citizens.

For postage stamps and stamped envelopes, one hun-
dred thousand dollars. )

‘or payments of balances due to foreign countries,
}#?ee hundred thousand dollars.

Sec: 2. And be it furiher enacted ; That frow and after
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty, the
charge for the delivery of letters by carriers, shall be not
exceeding one cent each, the whole of which shall be paid
to them for their services. And the Postmaster General
may establish boxes for the delivery of letters at the out-
side stations in the suburbs of cities, provided it can be
done without loss to the department or injury to the ser-
vice ; and any net revenue derived from the rent of said
boxes may be applied by him towards the payment of the
expexnse of collecting letters or towards the increase of the
carrier’s fund, a8 he may deem just or equitable.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if W eventes
of the Post Office Department shall be insufficient t6 meet
the appropriations of this act, then the sum of five mil-
lien seven thousand four hundred and twenty-four dollars
and seventy five cents, or so much thereof as may be ne-
cessary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be
paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, to supply deficiencies in the revenuc of the

Post Office Department for the year ending the thirtieth
June, eighteen hundred and sixty-one. |

Sgc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Poesmasteri
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause the |
muils to be transported between the United States and
any foreign port or ports, or between any port of the
United States to any other port of the United States, :
touching at a foreign port, by steamship, allowing and -
paying therefor, if by an American vessel, the sea and !
United Btates inland postage, and if by a foreign vessel,
the sea postage only, on the mails so conveyed : Provided,
That the preference shall always be given to an Amer-
ican over a foreign steamship, when departing from the
same port for the sime destination within three days of
each other.

and mail. service as is provided
ails from Sau Franci

in Or

By land to® Olympia,
e provided jabien |
ocean sexvice G
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POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

Registration of Letters.— Important,—The regulations and
instructiops to postmasters for carrying into effect the 3d
section of the act of March 8, 1835, providing for the regis-
tration of valuable letters, are, by direction of the Postmas-
ter General, modified as follows, viz:

Ist. So much of sections 4, 5, and € of these vegulations as
requires that packages of registered letters shall be sealed is
hereby revoked.

2d. " All registered Jetters are, before mailing, to be num-
hered on the upper Iilt-hand corner; their numbers to cor-
respond with those on the letter bills in which they are en-
tered.

3d. Each registered letter, or package of registered let-
ters, will be enclosed in a wrapper in the usnal mwanner, and
if’ there be a package of unregistered letters to be sent by the
same mail, the package of registered letters will be placed in
such package, without being tied, and the whole will then be
carefully tied up into one package, addressed to the office of
its destination, and placed in its appropriate bag at the mo-
ment when that bag is to be finally locked and sent from the
office. 1t no unregistered letters are to be sent by that mail,
the package of registered letters is to be tied and forwarded
in the same manner without being sealed.

4th. The registered letter bill will be enclosed in a separate
cnvelope, addressed to the postmaster, as now required, and
will be forwarded by the usuwal route as an unregistered

Jletter.

5th. The numbers given to registered letters at the office
of mailing are not to be changed in the accounts or letter
bills of distributing oflices through which they may pass.

Gth. Postmasters are required to see that the postmark of
each registered letter (whether written or stamped) is clear
and distinct, so that the place and date of mailing can be
readily determined. :

£




S3viis To BEAZIL 5¥ Tz Finom WAL
Prepagment Optional.—The French govern.
nt has recently coneluded a postal cOnven-
on with Brazil by the terms of which letiers
y hereafter be transmitted betwéen the
pited States and Brazil, via krance,in the
neh mail, at & po;;agt:;hnrge of 33 cints
le rate of one-fourth ounce or under,
hgi?l;‘gmbmces the full postage (United States,
nch and Brazilian) chargeable to destination;

nd may be prepaid or left unpuld, ia either
:ount ?at tge option of the !ml' Dlosed
mﬂlsrt'gr PBrazil will be regularly dispstehed
by the French postoffice, alternately,. g th

rench mail packets leaving Bordeanx on

th of each month, and by the Bnilish ma

ackets leaving Southampton on ths 9k of
ach mmonth, .

Iuponrant 10 PosrMastens anp ta Pusiic.—We are

requested to publish the following important regulation. |

ol

§

for the information of the public as well as postmasters.

1t interests every citizen in the United States :
Posr Orrice Dzparrazsr, Oct. 8, 1860.

Whereas by act of 3d March, 1855, the pustage upon '

all letters, except such as are entitled to pass free, be-
tween places in the United States, is required to be pre-
paid ; and whereas the Department, through courtesy,
has hitherto, at considerable labor and expense, notified

4 the partics addressed, in all instances in which the writers

failed to prepay, that their letters would be forwarded on

{receiviog the postage due thereon ; and whereas, instead

of diminishing, the number of such letters continues to
inerease, thus showing that the omission to prepay is in~
tentional : it is, thevefore, ordered, that from aund aiter
the fisst day of November, 1860, all such unpaid letters
be sent to the dead-letter office, to be disposed of in like
munner as otber dead letters. . J. HOLT,
Postmaster General.

§




