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Post OFFicE DEPARTMENT, ;
: April 25, 1847.

In pursuance of a provision in an act of Congress entitled *“ An
act making appropriations for the service of the Post Office Depart-
ment, for the year ending thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and
forty.seven,” by which an appropriation is made for publishing eigh-

teen thousand copies of the ¢ Laws and Regulations for the govern- .

ment of the Post Office Department,” I have caused to be carefully
compiled all the laws now in force relating to this branch of the public
service, and have made such alterations and additions to the existing
rules and regulations as experience and the change of law -require.
Postmasters, contractors, and others connected with the service, will
strictly observe these regulations. They are founded upon the Post
- Office laws, and their strict observance by all concerned will com.-
mand the confidence of the public, and ensure the success and use.
fulness of this important Department of the Government. .

C. JOHNSON.
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~ TO POSTMASTERS,

1 am dlrected by the Postmaster General to call your special at.
tention to the multiplied and increasing attempts to violate the law and
defraud the revenue, by writing on the. wrapper, margin, or other por-
tions of newspapers, pamphlets, and magazines sent by mail. The
‘cheap postage system has removed every reasonable excuse for violat--
ing or evading the law, and too much vigilance cannot be exerciged by
Postmasters to detect and punish the offenders ; and public sentiment,
when well informed, will not fail to sustain you in the-faithful discharge
of this duty, which is as imperative upon you as any other. "That
frauds of this kind may be detected and traced to their origin, you are
particularly instructed to stamp, or mark in writing, every fransient
{(by which is meant-all not regularly sent to subscibers) newspaper,
;pamphlet, or magazine, with the name of the office, and the amount.
of postage. The wrappers of all such newspapers, pamphlets, or
magazines, when they have xreached their destination, should be care-
ffully removed; and if, upon inspection, found to contain any manu-
-script or memorandum of any kind, either. written or. stamped, or by
marks and signs made in any way, either upon any newspaper, printed
circular, price current, pamphlet, or magazine, or the wrapper in which.
it is enclosed, by which information shall be asked for or .communica-
ted, except the name and address of the person to whom it is directed,
:such newspaper, printed circular, price current, pamphlet, or maga-
:zine, with the wrapper in which itis enclosed, should be charged with
letter postage by weight, deducting any amount which may have been
paid upon such paper when deposited in the office. If the person to
whom the newspaper, printed circular, price current, pamphlet, or
. amagazine is directed, refuses to pay such letter postage thereon, the
- Postmaster will immediately transmit the same to the office. from

whence it was forwarded, and request the Postmaster therﬂgrose-
cute the sender for the penalty of five dollars, as prescribe@®by the
- :30th section of the act of 1825. Suits may be brought either in
- «district courts, or before State magistrates having civil jurisdiction in
actions of debt for this amount, ‘under the respective State laws.
‘One half of the penalty recovered for the use of the informer, and
- the other half for the United States. The name of the sender written
- .or stamped either upon the newspaper,. printed circular, price current,
pamphlet, or magazine, or the wrapper in which it is enclosed, commu-
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nicates such information as subjects it to letter postage, and the con-
sequent penalties, if such postage is not paid at the place of its des-
" tination.

The diminution of the revenue of the Department under the cheap
postage system, and the gréat and increasing demand for additional
mail facilities throughout -our country, whose territory now extends to
the Pacific, render it absolutely necessary not only that every cent of
lawful revenue be collected and accounted for, but that the utmost
vigilance should be exercised for the prevention of fraud, and the sure
- and speedy infliction of the proper penalty upon the offender. This.
" can only be accomplished by the strictest attention of Postmasters,
- who are the sworn agents of the Department, and are bound to see
- the laws faithfully administered. |

W. J. BROWN,
2nd Assistant Postmaster General.




RATES OF POSTAGE.

~On a letter not exceeding one half ounce in weight, sent any |
distance not exceeding (hree hundred miles, five cents.

On a letter not exceeding one half ounce in weight, sent any
distance exceeding three hundred miles, ten cents. -

On letters, for every additional weight of half an ounce, or any
fractional excess of less than one-half ounce, there shall be charg-
ed additional postage at the rate of five cents for any distance not
exceeding three hundred miles; and ten cents for any distance
exceeding three hundred miles. : B

On letters dropped in the post office for delivery from the same
office, two cents.

Letters addressed to different persons cannot be enclosed in the
same envelope or package, under a penalty of ten dollars, unless
addressed to foreign countries. 'This is not applicable to packets
made up by Postmasters to be forwarded from one office to another.

On all letters advertised as remajning on hand there shall.be an
additional charge of twwo cents, besides the postage, (the price of
advertising,) and if advertised in two papers, four cents.

(Postmasters are not permitted to advertise in more than one pa-
per, unless authorised by the Postmaster General.)

' On all handbills, circulars, advertisements or buginess cards,
‘printed or lithographed, not exceeding one sheet in size, sent any
distance, three cents, to be pre-paid upon delivery at the office
and before they are put in the mails,and all such will be charged
by postmasters as pre-paid matfer in the post bills and upon their
accounts of mails sent, and stamped or marked “ paid,” with thg-_
name of the office from which sent. - -

On all pamphlets, magazines, or other th:at:ter “of every kind’
“that is transmittable by mail, and has no written communication
thereon, (other than the address;) weighing one ounce or less, or
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for any newsp'iper exceeding nineteen hundred square inches of
surface, fwo and a hulf cents and for each additional ounce or
ﬁacuonal excess over half an ounce, one cent.

| On all newspapers not exceeding" nineteen hundred square
inches of surface, sent from the office of publicatien to subscribers,
for any distance wot over one hundred miles, or any distance with-
in the State in which they are mailed, one cent each. If carried
over one hundred miles, and out of the State in which they are
mailed, they are .to be charged with one and a half cents each.
This poslage is charoeable by the newspaper, not by the sheet.
~ Hence, if two or more newspapers be printed on a sheet, full post-
- age is to be- chalged on each copy.

On “transient newspapers,” (by Whlch is meant all not regularly
sent from the office ofpubllcauon to subscribers,) tAree cents isto be
pre-pard at the office before they are put in the mail; to be entered
-on the post bills, and upon the account of mails sent and stamped
- or marked “paid, ”Wlth the name of the post office from which sent.

"WHAT MAY GO FREE IN THE MAILS.

Al lelters and packets to and from (When the same are duly
' franked) the fo]lowmg persons, to- wit : N “

s The President of the United Slates, .
"The Ex-Presidents of the United States.
The WldOWS of the former Pre51dents Madlson and Haruson.

The Vlce President, Members of Congless and Delegales from
- "Territories may send and receive free, through the mails, from
thirty days before the commencement of each Congress, until the
-1eeting of the next Congress, letters and packets not exceeding
two ouncesin weight, and public documeits not exceeding three
‘pounds in wemht Public documents are those printed by the
order of either House of Congress, and publications or books pro-
-cured or purchased by Congress, or enher House, for the use of -
“the members ' . . . . -

The same pr1v11ege allowed to Members of Congress is extend-
-ed 10 the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of
Representatives durmg their official terms, whlch termmate Wlth
,the elecuon of their successors. - : :

The prlwlege ef the Vlce Pres1dent is enlarged SO that he may
wend and receive free, public documents during his oﬂimal term.
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The Governors of States may send, free of postage, all laws
and reports, whether bound or unbound and all records and docu-
ments of their respective States, ‘which may be directed by the
Legislature of the several States to be transmitted to the Execu-
tive of other States, the Governor writing his name thereon, with
the designation of his office, and the kinds of books or docurnents
enclosed the package to be addressed to the Governor of the State
to wblch it is sent. . | :

The three Assistant Postmasters . General, and Postmasters
throughout the  United States, are authorized to 'send, free of
. postage any letters packets, or other matters, relaling excluswely
to their official duties or the business of the Post Office- Depart-
ment, to be.duly franked as-on * official business” by the Assis-
tants, and ¢ Post Office business” by the Postmasters.

All letters and pacLets from and to the heads of Departments,
or the other public officers who were entitled to the franking privi-
lege prior to the passage of the act of the 3d of March, 1845 in
relation to the business of their respective offices, will be dehvered |
to the persons addressed, without any charge of postage, as an ap- -
propriation has been made by Congress for their payment. All
letters and packets issuing from the Departments should be.

marked on the envelope ¢ official business,”’ and signed by the -
heads of the Departments, or, under their direction, by their chief
clerks, and by the other officers who were entitled to the franking
privilege prior to the act of 1845, designating their official capaci-
ty. But such officers have not the  right to send or receive free
their private letters or papers.

Every printer of newspapers may send one paper to each and
every other printer of newspapers within the United States, free of
postage, under such regulations as the Postmaster General shall
provide. 'This privilege does not extend to an exchange wrth
papers printed in foreign countrles :

This privilege embraces extras and supplememq The papkers "
s0 sent by one printer to anothegare free, though none; nor not so
: many, be returned in exchange.—Act of 1825 sec. 29.

- But a pamphlet or a magazine, cannot be received by a prmter
of a newspaper free of postage. Neither can the pubhsher of a
pamphlet or magazme receive newspapers or magazines free of

postage.
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Printers of newspapers are permiited to send to each other, free
of postage, open slips containing foreign intelligence, ship news,
&ec., provided they be not placed in the mail in the form of a let-
ter. If they have that form, letter postage must be charged.

Printers may also send their papers to regular subscribers with-
.out the prepayment of postage ; but the postage on all transient
papers sent by them must be pre-paid.

All Postmasters are authorized to send free, through the mails,
all letters and packets which they may have occasion to write or
send, relating exclusively to the business of their office or of the
Post Office- Department, endorsing thereon * post office business,”
and signing their names thereto. And those whose compensation
did not exceed $200 for the year ending the 30th June, 1846, may
also send free, throngh the mails, letters written by themselves,
and receive free all written communications on their own prlvate
business, not weighing over one half ounce.

Letters, newspapers, and packets not exceeding one ounce in
weight, addressed to any officer, musician, or private in the army
of the Uuited States in Mexico, or at any post or place on the
frontier of the United States bordering on Mexico, will pass free
in the mails. Each letter so addressed should specify, after the
name of the person, “ belonging to the army.” 'The law will
continue in force during the war with Mexico, and for three
months after its termination

.
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POST OFFICE LAWS.

AN ACT

Concerning Public Contracts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Flouse of Repre-
sentatives of the United Stutes of Awmerica in Con-
gress assembled, That, from and after the passage of _
- this acty no member of Congress shall, directly or in-~  Members of
dlrectly, himself, or by any other person whatsoever Congress not %o
. in trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his
account, undertake, execute, hold or enjoy, in the -
~whole or in part, any contract or agreement, hereafter
to be made or entered into with any officer of the United
. States, in their behalf, or with any person authorized
to make contracts on the pairt of the United States;
~and if any member of Congress shall, directly or in-
directly, himself, or by any other person whatsoever
1n trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his
account, enter lnto, accept of, agree for, undertake or
excute, any such contract or agreement in the whole
or in part, every member so offending shall, for every
such offence, upon coaviction thereof befoxe any court
- of the United States, or of the Territories thereof, hav-

- 1ag cognizance of such offence, be adjudged gullty of a penauy
high misdemeanor, and shall be fined three thousand
dollars; and every such contract or agreement as afore-
. gaid shall moreover, be absolutely void and of no effect :
| Promded nevertheless, 'That in all cases where any sum
- ©F sums of money shall have been advanced on the part
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of the United States, in consideration of any such con-
tract or agreement, the same shall be forthwith repaid ;.
and in case of refusal or delay to repay the same, w when
demanded, by the proper officer of the department under
whose authorily such contract or agreement shall have
been made or entéred into, every person so refusing or
delaying, together with his surety or sureties, shall be-
forthwith prosecuted at law for the recovery of any such
sum or sums of money advanced as aforesaid.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, "Fhat nothing
Exception. herein contained shall extend, or be constrned to ex-
tend, to any contract or agreement, made, or entered into,.
or accepted by any incorporated company, where such:
contract or agreement shall be made for the general
benefit of such incorporation or company; nor to the
purchase or sale of bills of exchange, or other property,
by any member of Congress, where the same shall be
ready fordelivery, and for which payment shall be made
at the time of making or entering into the contract or
- agreement.

. °Skc. 3. And be it Surther enacted, That in every
Condition to such contract or agreement, (o be made or enlered into,
:"ubl:f;“:;n‘ifac;‘ or accepted, as aforesald there shall be inserted an ex-

press condition that no member of Congress shall be ad-
mitted to any share or part of such contract or agree-
ment, or to any benefit to arise thereupon.
SEc. 4. vInd be it further enacted, That if any offi-
Penalty on cer of the United States, on behalf of the United Statez’y
any officer Who shall directly or indirectly, make or enter into any con-
with a member. tract, bargain or agreement, in writing or otherwise,
other thin such as are herein’ excepted, wnh any mem-
ber of Congress, such officer so oﬁendmt_r on conviction
thereof, before any court having jurisdiction thereof,
shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of a high
misdemeanor, and be fined in a sum of three thousand:
dollars.
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and
after the passing of this act, it shall be the duty of the
Hends of De- Sectetary of the T reasury, Secretary of War, Secretary
partments to re- of the Navy, and the Postmaster General, annually, to
port all contracts
to Congreess. 12y before Congress a statement of all the contracts
~ which have been made in their respective departments,
during the year preceding such report, exhibiting in such
statement the name of ihe contiac ter,the article or thing
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. contracted for, the place where the article was to be de-
livered, or the thing performed, the sum to be paid for
it performance or dellvely, the date and duration of
the contract.

AprprovED, April 21, 1808.

AN ACT

To discontinue certain Post Roads and to establish others.
3

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all waters Certain waters

on which steamboats regularly pass froim port to pori, rcf:&g"ed post
~shall be considered and established as post roads, subject

to the provisions confained in the several acts regulating

~the post office establxshment

APPROVED, Mazc/z3 1823.

AN ACT

To reduce into onc the several acts for establishing and regulat-
ing the Post Office Department.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That there be established, at the seat
of the Government of the United States, a General Post
Office, under the direction of a Postmaster General.
The Postmaster General shall appoint two Assistants,* Postmaster Gen-
and such clerks as may be necessary for the perform- “% " P2V
ance of the business of his office, and as are authorized
by law ; and shall procure, and cause to be kept, a seal seat.
for the said office, which shall be affixed to commissions
of Postmasters, and used to authenticate all transcripts
and copies which may be required from the Department.
He shall establish post offices, and appoint Postmasters,
at all such places as shall appear to him expedient, on -
the post roads that are, or may be established by law.
He shall give his Asmstants the Postmasters and all

- ®A Third Assistant amhonzed to be appomted ‘see section 20 -
- of actofJuly2 1836,
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other persons whom he chall employ, or who may be
employed, in any of the departments of the General
Post Office, instructions relative to their duty. - He shall
provide for the carriage of the mail on .all post roads
that are, or may be established by law, and as often as
he, having regard to the productlveness thereof, and
other cucumstance shall think proper. He may direct
the route or road, where there are more than one, be-
tween places designated by law for a post road, which
route shall be considered the post road. He shail obtain,
from the Postmasters, their accounts and vouchers for
their receipts and e*cpenduures, once in three months,
or oftener, with the balances thereon arising in favor of
_the General Post Office. He shall pay all expenses
which may arise in conducting the post office, and in
the conveyance of the mail, and all other necessary ex-
penses arising on the collection of the revenue, and man-
agement of the General Post Office. He shall prosecute
offences against the post office establishment. He shall,
once in three months, render to the Secretary of the
Treasury a quarterly account of all the receipts and
expenditures in the said Department, to be adjusted and
settled as other public accounts. He shall, also, super-
intend the business of the Department, in all the duties
that are, or may be, assigned to it: Provided, 'That, in
case of the death, resignation, or removal from office,
of the Postmaster General, all his duties shall be per-
formed by his senior Assistant, until a successor shall be
appointed, and arrive at the General Post Office, to pet-
 form the business.
SEc. 2. And be it furtlzer enacted, That the Post-
master General, and all other persons employed in the
‘General Post Office, or in the care, custody, or convey-
ance of the mail, shall previous to entering upon the
duties assigned to them or the execution of their trusts,
and before they shall be entitled to receive any emolu-
ment therefor, respectively take and subscribe the fol-
lowing oath or affirmation, before some magistrate, and
.cause a certificate thereof to be filed in the General Post
. Office : “I, A B, do swear or affirm, (as the case may be,)
" that I will falthfully perform all the duties required of
- me, and abstain from every thing forbidden by the laws
-in relation to the establishment of the post office and
post roads within the United States.” Every person .

-~
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who shall be, in any manner employed in the care, cus- "
tody, conveyance, or management of the mhi!, shall be-
subject to all pains, penalties and forfeitures, for violating
the injunctions, or neglecting the duties, required of*
him by the lawsrelating to the establishment of the post
office and post roads, whether such person shall have
taken the oath or affirmation, above prescribed, or not.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be = -
the duty of the Postmaster General, upon the appoint-
ment of any Postmaster, to require, and take of such -
Postmaster, bond, with good and approved security, in Bond.
such penalty as he may judge sufficient, conditioned for
the faithful Qischarge of all the duties of such Postmas--
ter, required by law, or which may be required by any
instruction or general rule for the government of the
Department : Provided, however, 'That, if default shall -
be made by the Postmaster aforesald at any time, and
the Postmaster General shall fail to lnsmute suit agamst Suits within
such Postmaster, and said sureties, for two years from 3“0 years after
and after such default shall be made, then, and in that
case, the said sureties shall not be held liable to the
United States, nor shall suit be instituted against them.

SEec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
master General shall cause a mail to be carried from the
nearest post office, on any established post road, to the il 4o court
Court House of any county which is now, or may houses.
hereafter be, established in anv of the States or Terri-
tories of the United States, and which is without a mail ; -
and the road on which such mail shall be transported
shall become a post road, and so_continue, until the.
trangportation thereon shall cease. It shall also, be .
lawful for the Postmaster General to enter mto con- |
tracts, for a term not exceeding four years, for extending Extended post
the line of posts, and to authorize the persons so con- routes
tracting, as a compensation for their expenses, to receive,
during the continuance of such contracts, at rates not
exceeding those for like distances, established by this
act, all the postage which shall arise on letters, newspa-
pers magazines, pamphlets, and packets, conveyed by -
any such posts ; and the roads, designated in such con- R
tracts, shall, during the continuance thereof, be deemed
and considered as post roads, within the provision of
thisact; and a duplicate of every such contract shall,
within sixty days after the execution thereof, be lodged
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in the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the
United -States.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
master General be auathorized to have the mail carried
In any steamboat, or other vessel, which shall be used
as a packet, in any of the waters of the United States,
on such terms and conditions as shall be considered ex-
pedient : Provided, That he does not pay more than
three cents for each letter, and more than one-half cent
for each newspaper conveyed in such mail, |

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
the duty of every master or manager of any steamboat,
which shall pass from one port or place to another port'

or place in the United States, where a post office is
established, to deliver, within three hours after his arri-

val, if in the day time, and within two hours after the
next sunrise, if the arrival be in the night, all letters
and packets addressed to, or destined for, such port or
place, to the Postmaster lh(—‘:le for which he shall be
entitled to receive, of such Postmaster, two cents for
every letter or packet so delivered, unless the same shall
be carried or conveyed under a contract with the Post-
master General ; and, if any master or manager of a
steamboat shall fail =0 to deliver any letter or packet,

which shall have been brought by him, or shall have
been in his care, or within his power, he shall incur a
penalty of thlrty dollars for every such failure. And
every person, employed on board any steamboat, shall
deliver every letter, and packet of letters, entrusted to
such person, to the master or manager of such steam-
boat, and before the said vessel shall touch at any other
port or place ; and for every failure or neglect so to de-
liver, a penalty of ten dollars shall be mcurred for each
letter or packer*

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no other
than a free white person shall be employed in conveying
the mail ; and any contractor who shall employ, or per-
mit any other than a free white person to convey the
mail, shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty of
twenty dollars.

Sec. 8. v2nd be it further enacted, That, whenever
it shall be made to appear to the sausfactlon of the Post.

*Amended; see sec'ion 13, act of 1825,
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inaster General, that any road established, or which may
hereafter be established as a post road, is obstructed by Obﬂtmetioﬂb“
fences, gates, bars, or ofher than those lawfully used on fonces, &o.
turnpike roads to collect their toll, and not kept in good
repair, with proper bridges and ferries, where the same
may be necessary, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster
{xeneral to report the same to Congress with such infor-
mation as can be obtained, to enable Congress to estab-
lish some other road instead of it, in the same main
direction. | ,
SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That, if any per-
son shall, knowingly and wilfully, obstruct or retard the Retarding the
passage of the mail, orof any driver or carrier, or of any mail.
horse or carriage, carrying the same, he shall, upon con-
viction for every such offence, pay a fine not exceeding
one hundred dollars; and if any ferryman shall, by At ferries.
wilful negligence, or refusal to transport the mail across '
- any ferry, delay the same, he shall forfeit and pay, for |
every ten minutes that the same shall be so delayed, a Penalty.
sum not exceeding ten dollars. _ _—
Skec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall Making con-
be the duty of the Postmaster General to give public tracts.
notice, in ane newspaper published at the seat of govern-
mment of the United States, and in one or more of the
newspapers published in the State or Stateg, or Territory,
where the contract is to be performed, for at least twelve
weeks before entering into any contract for carrying the
mail, that such contract is intended to be made, and the
«day on which it is to be econcluded, describing the places
from and te which such rnail is to be conveyed, the time
at which it.is to be made up, and the day and hour at
which it is to be delivered. He shall, moreover, within
ninety days after the making of any contract, lodge a
duplicate thereof, together with the proposals which he
shall have received respecting it, in the office of the
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States:
Provided, That no contract shall be entered into for a o
longer term than four years, ‘
8ec. 11. And be it further enacted, That every post- Post office hours
wnaster shall keep -an office, in which one or more per-
sons shall attend on every day on which a mail shall
arrive, by land or water, as well as on other days, at
such hours as the Postmaster General shall direct, for
the purpose of performing the duties thereof; and it
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shall be the duty of the postmaster, at all reazonable
hours, on every day of the week, to deliver, on demand,
any letter paper, or packet, to the person entitled to, or
authorized to receive the same ; ; and all letters brought
to any post office half an hour before the time of making
up the mail at such office, shall be forwarded therein,
except at such post-offices where, in the opinion of the
Postmaster General, it requires more time for making up
the mail, and which he shall accordingly prescribe : but
this shall in no case, exceed one hour. | |

Skc. 12. And be ztfurt/wr enacted, That no fees or
perquisites shall be received by any person employed in
the General Post Office, on account of the duties to be
performed by virtue of his appointment.

Sec. 13. And be it further enacled, That the follow-
ing rates of postage be charged upon all letters and
packets, (excepting such as are excepted by law,) con-
veyed in the mail of the United States, viz: Forevery
letter composed of a single sheet of paper, conveyed not
exceeding thirty miles, six cents: Over thirty, and not
exceedmcr eighty, ten cents : Over eighty, and not ex-
ceeding one hundred and fifiy, t\Yelve and a half cents :
Over one hundred and fifty, and not exceeding four
hundred, eighteen and three quarters of a cent: Over
four hundred, twenty five cents. Anrd for every double
letter, or letter composed of two pieces of paper, double
those rates ; and for every tripple letter, or letter com-
posed of three pieces of paper, tripple those rates; and
for every packet composed of four or more pieces of
paper, or one or more other articles, and weighing one
ounce avoirdupois, quadruple those rates ; and in that
proportion for all greater weights: Provided, That no
packet of letters, conveyed by the water malls shall be
charged with more than quadruple postage, unless the
same shall contain more than four distinct letters. No
postmaster shall receive, to be conveyed by the mail,
any packet which shall welah more than three pounds;
and the postage marked on any letter or packet, and
charged in the post bill which may accompany the same,
shall be conclusive evidence in favor of the postmaster
who delivers the same, of the lawful postage thereon,
unless such letter or packet shall be opened in the pres-
ence of the postmaster or his clerk. Every four folio
pages, or eight quarto pages, or sixteen octavo, or twen-
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ty-four duodecimo pages, or pages of less size than that Pamphlets,
of a pamphlet or magazine, whatever be the size of the }‘;3%5:::‘3:' ,:,‘;‘r.
paper of which it is formed shall be considered a sheet, nals.
and the surplus pages of any pamphlet or magazine
shall -also be considered a sheet ; and the Journals of the
Legislatures of the several States, not being bound, shall
be liable to the same postage as pamphlets. Any memo- Memorandum:
randum_ which shall be written on a newspaper, or on 2 newspaper.
other printed paper, pamphlet, or magazine, and trans- '
mitted by mail, shall be charged with letter postage :
Provided, The publisher of a newspaper may send a
printed or written notice to a subscriber, stating the
amount due on his subscription ; which notice shall be
attached to the margin of the newspaper, and the post-
master who delivers the paper shall charge for such no-
tice the same postage as for a newspaper.”

SEeECc. 14. And be i¢ further enacted, 'That the Post-
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow m“ﬁ;ﬁgf‘*&
to each poctchte: such commission on theé postages by letter postage:
him collected, as shall be adequate to his services and
expenses : Pr ovided, 'That his commission shall not
exceed the following several rates on the amount re-

ceived In one quarter, Viz : o -
On a sum not exceéeding one hundred dollars, thirty |
per cent.

On any sum over and above the first hundred dollars,
and not etceedmg four hundred dollars , tWenty- -five per
cent.
On any sum over - and above the first four hundned, .
and not exceeding two thousand four hundred dollars,
twenty per cent. -
On any sum over and above the first two thousand
four hundred dollars, eight per cent.—
Except to the postmastera who may be employed in-
receiving and despatching foreign mails, whose compen-
sation may be augmented, not exceeding twenty- five
dollars in one quarter ; and excepting to the postmasters
at offices where the mail is regularly to arrive between (. rise at
the hours of nine ¢’clock at night and five o’clock in night.
the morning, whose commission on the first hundred
dollars, collected in one quarter, may be increased to a
sum not exceeding fifty percent. 'The postmaster Gen- 0On newspapes:
eral may allow to the postmus&els, respectively, a com- postnge.

—

“#Ra‘esof postaO'e changed see 1st and 2d section of act of 1845.
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mission of fifty per cent. on the moneys arising from
the postage of newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets;
and to the postmasters whose compensation shall not
On free letters. €xceed five hundred dollars in one quarter, tiwo cents
for every free letter, delivered out of the office, except-
ing such as are for the postmaster himself; and each
Mail Register. postmaster, who shall be required to keep a register of
the arrival and departure of the mails, shall be allowed
ten cents for each monthly return which he makes
thereof to the General Post Office. T'he Postmaster Gen-
eral may allow to the postmaster-at New Orleans, at
the rate of eight hundred dollars a year in addition to
his ordinary commissions. The Postmaster General 1s
hereby authorized to allow to the postmaster of the city
of Washington, in addition to the allowance made by
this act, for postage collected and for free lettersreceived
by him for delivery, a commission of five per cent. on
‘the amount of mails distributed at his office : Provided,
nevertleless, "That the whole annual emolument of the
Proviso. said postmaster, including the extra compensation of
' eight hundred dollars which is hereby allowed him, shall
be subject to the restrictions imposed by the forty-first
section of this act.*
Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That every letter
Ship Letters.  or packet, broughtinto the United States, or carricd from
one port therein to another, in any private ship or vessel,
shall be charged with six cents, if delivered at the post
office where the same shall arrive ; and if destined to
be conveyed, by post, to any place, with two cents ad-
ded to the ordinary rates of postage. .
Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, 'That if any post-
Illegal rates of master, or other person, anthorized by the Postmaster
poskase or re General to receive the postage of letters, shall fraudu-
lently demand or receive any rate of postage, or gratuity,
or reward, other than is provided by this act for the post-
age of letters or packets, on conviction thereof, he shall
forfeit, for every =uch offence, one hundred dollais.
- Sec. 17. And be il further enacted, 'That no ship
Masters of ves- OF Vessel, arriving at any port within the United States
fels o deposit where a post office is established, shall be permitted to
report, make entry, or break bulk, until the master or
commander shall have delivered to the postmaster all

*Amended, see section 6, of act of 3d March, 1845, see 1, of
act of March 1, 1847. Also sec 1 of act of March 2, 1847.
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letters directed to any person or persons within the Uni-
ted States, or the T'erritories thereof, which,” under his
care, or within his power, shall be bwught in such ship
or vessel, except such as are directed to the owner or
consignee of the ship or vessel. And it shall be the
duty of the collector, or other officer of the port empow-
ered to receive entries of ships or vessels, to require, from
every master or commander of such Shlp or vessel, an
oath or affirmation, purporting that he has delivered all
such letters, except as aforesaid ; and if any commander
or master of any such ship or vessel shall break bulk
before he shall have compiied with the requirements of
ihis act, every such offender shall, on conviction thereof, .
forfeit, for every such offence, a sum not e‘{ceedmo' one
hundred dollars.
Sec. 18: And be it further enacted, That the post-
master to whom such letters may be delivered, shall pay
the master or commander, or other person dellvermg the mTwo conts for
same, except the commanders of foreign packets, two each.
cents for each letter or packet ; and shall obtain from the
“person delivering the same, a certificate, specifying the
number of letters and packets with the name of the ship
or vessel, and the place from whence she last sailed ;
which centlﬁcate together with a receipt for the money,
shall be, with his quarterly accounts, transmitted to the
Postmaster General, who shall credit him with the
amount. _
SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That no stage or
other vehicle, which regularly performs trips on a post '
road, or on a road parallel to it, shall convey letters ; nor No letters to
shall any packet boat or other vessel, which recularly "gst routos, eith-
plies on a water declared to be a post 1oad except such er by lsnd or
as relate to some part of the'cargo. For the violation of W2%*:
- this provision, the owner of the carriage, or other vehicle,
or vessel, shall incur the penalty of fifty dollars. And p,ape
the person who has charge of such carriage, or other
vehicle, or vessel, may be prosecuted under this section,
and the plopelty in his charge may be levied on and
sold, in satisfaction of the penalty, and costs of suit:
Provided, That it shall be lawful for any one to send -
letters by spec;al messenger.
Sec. 20. And be it futher enacted, That the depuly
postmasters, and other agents of the Postmaster Gerneral,
shall duly account, and “answer to him, for all way let. Way Jettors.
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ters which shall come to their hands; and for this pur--
pose, the post riders, and other carriers of the mail, re- -
ceiving any way letter or letters, (and it shall be their
duty to receive them, if presented more than gite mile
from a post office,) shall deliver the same, together
with the postage, if paid, at the first post office to which
they shall afierwards arrive ; where the postmaster shall
duly enter the same, and specify the number, and rate
©ne cent for OF rates, in the post bill, adding to the rate of each way"
cach. letter one cent, which shall be paid by the postmaster to
- the mail carrier from whom such way letters shall be
received. » - . |
_ Sec. 21. And be it furlher enacted, 'That if any -
person employed in any of the departments of the Post
Detaining,delay- Office establishment, shall unlawfully detain, delay, or
l&legs,ugggléﬂg;no;.ope}l, any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, with
letter, or packet, Which he shall be entrusted, or which shall have come
&c. ~ to his possession, and which are intended to be convey-
ed by post; or, if any such person shall secrete, embez-
zle, or destroy, any letter or packet entrusted to such
person as aforesaid, and which shall not contain any se-
curity for, or assurance relating to money, as hereinafter.
described, every such offender, being thereof duly con-
victed, shall, for every such offence, be fined, not ex-
ceeding three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, not ex-
ceeding six months, or both, according to the circum-
stances and aggravations of the offence. And if any
person, employed as aforesaid, shall secrete, embezzle,
or destroy, any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters,
with which he or she shall be entrusted, or which shall
have come to his or her possession, and are intended to
If containing be conveyed by post, containing any bank note or bank
money, &e. post bill, bill of exchange, warrant of the "Freasury of-
the United States, note of assignment of stock in the
funds, letters of attorney for receiving annuities or divi-
dends, or for selling stock in the funds, or receiving the
interest thereof, or any letter of credit, or note for, or
relating to, payment of moneys, or any bond, or -war-
rant, draft, bill, or promisory note, covenant, contract,
or agreement, whatsoever, for, or relating to, the pay-
ment of money, or the delivery of any article of value,
or the performance of any act, matter, or thing, or any
receipt, rclease, acquittance, or discharge of, or from, .
any debt, covenant, or demand, or any part thereof, or

Penalty.
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any copy of any record of any judgment, or decree, in

‘any court of law, or chancery, or any execution which
- may have issued thereon, or any copy of any other re-
- cord, or any other article of value, or any writing repre-
senting the same; or if any such person employed as
‘aforesaid, shall steal, or take, any of the same out of any Stealing, &e.
letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, that shall come to

his or her possession, such. person shall, on conviction

for any such offence, be imprisoned not less than ten

years, nor exceeding twenty-one years; and if any per- penalty to those
son who shall have taken charge of the mails of the in Post Office
United States, shall quit or desert the same before such ®™Pleyment.
person delivers it into the post office kept at the termina- Quiting, or de-
. tion of the route, or some known mail carrier, or agent serting the mail.
of the General Post Office, authorized to receive the T2l
same, every such person, so offending, shall forfeit and
pay a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars for every
. such offence; and if any person cencerned in carrying
the mail of the United States, shall collect, receive, or  nil carriers’
carry any letter, or packet, or shall cause or procure the penalty for car-
same to be done, contrary to this act, every such offender V"8 lettere.
shall forfeit and pay, for every such otfence, a sum not

exceeding fifty dollars. . .
"~ Skc. 22. And be it further enacted, That if any per-
son shall rob any carrier of the mail of the United States,  Robbing the
or other person entrusted therewith, of such mail, or of mail.
part thereof, such offender or offenders shall, on convic--
tion, be imprisoned not less than five years, nor exceed-
ing ten years; and, if convicted a second time of a like Penalty.
offence, he or they shall suffer death ; or, if, in effecting
such robbery of the malil, the first time, the offender shall
wound the person having custody thereof, or put his life
in jeopardy, by the use of dangerous weapons, such of-
fender or offenders shall suffer death. And if any per-
son shall attempt to rob the mail of the United States,._by  Attompting
assaulting the person having custody thereof, shooting rob.
at him or his horse or mule, or threatening him with
dangerous weapons, and the robbery is not effected,
every such offender, on conviction thereof, shall be pun-
ished by imprisonment, not less than two years, nor ex-
ceeding ten years. -And, if any person shall steal the
mail, or shall steal or take from, or out of, any mail, Or  Stealing the
- from, or out of, any post office,any letter or packet; or, mail,ar from the

if any person shall take the mail, or any letter or packet 'ﬁ;’,lg’,?f' o
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therefrom, or from any post office, whether with or with-
out the consent of the person having custody thereof,
. and shall open, embezzle, or destroy, any such mail, let-
ter, or packet, the same containing any article of value,
or evidence of any debt, due, demand, right or claim, or
“any release, receipt, acquittance, or discharge, or any
‘other article, paper, or thing, mentioned and described in
‘the twenty-first section of this act; or, if any person }

- shall, by fraud or deception, obtain from any person hav-
ing custody thereof, any mail, letter or packet, contain-
ing any article of value, or evidence thereof, or either of
‘the writings referred to, or next abovementioned, such
offender or offenders, on conviction thereof, shall be im-
Penalty. prisoned, not less than two, nor exceeding ten years.
And, if any person shall take any letter or packet, not
Opening, prying containing any article of value,nor evidence thereof, out
Into, or desiroy- of a post office, or shall open any letter, or packet, which
g letters. . . “a
shall have been in a post office, or in custody of a mail
carrier, before it shall have been delivered to the person
to whom it is directed, with a design to obstruct the cor-
respondence, to pry into another’s business, or secrets ; or
shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy, any such mail, letter,
or packet, such offender,upon conviction, shall pay, for
Penalty. every such offence, a sum not exceeding five hundred
dollars,and be imprisoned not exceeding twelve months,
SeEc. 23. And be it further enacted, That, if any
Cutting or des- PETson shall rip, cut, tear, burn, or otherwise injure, any
wroying mail bags valise, portmanteau, or other bag, used, or designed to
or portmanteaus. he used, by any person acting under the authority of the
Postmaster General, or any person in whom his powers
are vested, in a conveyance of any mail, letter, packetor
newspaper, or pamphlet, or shall draw or break any sta-
ple, or loosen any part of any lock, chain, or strap, at-
Loosening any tached to, or belonging to any such valise, portmanteau,
strap, or lock,&c. or bag, with an intent to rob, or steal any mail, letter, '
. packet, newspaper, or pamphlet, or to render either of
the same insecure, every such offender, upon conviction,
shall, for every such offence, pay 2 sum not less than
Penalty. one hundred dollars, nor exceeding five hundred dollars,
. or be impiisoned not less than one year, nor exceeding |
_ three years, at the discretion of the court before whom

~ such conviction is had. |

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted. That every
person, who, from and nfter the passage of this act,
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shall procure, and advise, or assist, in the doing or per- baAidﬂﬂ sud:
tors.

petration of any of the acts or crimes by this act forbid- *
den, shall be subject to the same penalties and punish-
ments as the persons are subject to, who shall actually
do or perpetrate any of the said acts or crimes, according
to the provisions of this act. .

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That every person
who shall be imprisoned, by a Judgment of court, under
and by virtue of the twenty-first, tweuty-second, twenty-
third, or twenty-fourth sections of this act,shall be kept
at hard labor during the period of such imprisonment.

‘Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, 'T'hat the post-
masters shall, respectively, publish, at the expiration of Advertising-
every three months, or oftener, when the Postmaster letterson hand.
Greneral shall so direct, in one of the newspapeis pub-
lished at or nearest the place of his residence, for three
successive weeks, a list of all the letters remaining in
their respective offices, or instead thereof, shall make out
a number of such lists, and cause them to be posted at
such public places in their vicinity, as shall appear to .
them best adapted for-the information of the parties con-
cerned :* and at the expiration of the next three months,
shall send sach of the said letters as then remain on
hand, as dead letters, to the General Post Office, where
the same shall be opened and inspected ; and if an
valuable papers, or matters of consequence, shall be
found therein, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster
General to return such letter to the writer thereof, or :
eause a descriptive list thereof to be inserted in one of ‘ E
the newspapers published at the place most convenient '
to the supposed residence of the owner, if within the
United States; and such letter, and the contents, shall
be preserved, to be delivered to the person to whom the
same shall be addressed, upon payment of the postage,
and the expense of pubhoatlon And if such letter
contain money, the Postmaster General may appropriate
it to the use of the Department, keeping an account -
thereof, and the amount shall be paid by the Depart-
ment to the rightful claimant so.soon as he shall be found. .

Sec. 27. .ﬂnd be it further enucted, That letters and Free letters.
packets to and froin the following officers of the United
States, shall be received and conveyed by post free of

|

3Modified ; see 18th section of act of March 3, 1845

Dead letters.

-
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Officers entitled postage : Each postmaster, provided each of his letters

%o frank. - or packets shall not exceed half an ounce in weight ;
each member.of the Senate, and each member and del-
egate of the House of Representatlves of the Congress
of the United States; the Secretary of the Senate, and
Clerk of the House of Representatives, provided ‘each
letter or packet (except documents printed by the order
- of either House of Congress,) shallnot exceed two ounces
in weight, and during their actnal attendance in any
session of Congress, and sixty days before and after such
session, and in case of excess of weight, that excess
alone shall be paid for; the President of the United
States, Vice President; the Secretary of State, of the

"Treasury, of War, of the Navy; Attorney General;
- Postmaster Geernal, and the Assistant Postmasters Gen.-
~eral ; the Comptrollers of the Treasury, Auditors, Regis-
- ter, Tleasurer, and Commissioner of the Genelal Land
Office ; and such individual who shall have been, or
Free ne may hereafter be, President of the United States; and

wspa- . ,

pers. each may receive newspapers by post, free of postage :
Provided, That postmasters shall not receive, free of
. postage, more than one daily newspaper each, or what
1s equivalent thereto ; nor shall members of the Senate,
or of the House of Representatives, the Clerk of the

‘House, or Secretary of the Senate, receive newspapers,
free of postage, after theu privilege of ﬂankmg shall

cease.*
Sec. 28. And be it further enacted That if any
Persons enti- person shall frank any letter or letters, other than those
ted to frank, 0ot written by himself, or by his order on the business of
rank for . . .

others. his office, he shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of
Penalty. - ten dollars, and it shall be the especial duty of postmas-
ters to prosecute for said offence: Provided, 'I’hat the
- Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of State, Secretary
- of War, Secretary of the Navy, and Postmaster General,
may frank letters or packets on official business, pre-
pared in any other public office, in the absence of the
Letters enclosed principal thereof.t. And if any person, having the right
in free lettere. 14 receive hlS letters free of postage, shall receive en-

*Repealed ; see 5th section of act of March 8, 1845. For law
relating to frankmg privilege, 1st, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 23d sections
of act of March 3, 1845 and sections 3, 4, and 5, of act of March
1, 1847. ,

TRepealed, see section 5, act of March 3 1845.
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‘closed to him,any letter or packet addressed to.a person

" not having that right, it shall be his duty to return the
same to the post ofiice, marking thereon the place from
whence it came; that 1t may be charged with postage.
And if any person shall counterfelt the hand.-writing
or frank of any person, or cause the same to be done, in
-order to avoid the payment of postage, each person, so
_offending, shall pay; for every such offence, five hundred
“dollars.

Sec. 29. And beit furtlzer enacted, That every pun-
ter of newspapers may send one paper to each and every
other printer of newspapers within the United States,
{ree of postage, under such regulations as the Postmas-
ter General shall provide. =~

Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That all news-
papers conveyed in the mail, shall be under cover, open
at one end,and charged with a postage of one cent each,
for any distance not more than one hundred miles, and
one and a half cent for any greater distance : Provi-
ded That te postage of a single newspaper from any
one place to another, in the same Stale, shall not exceed
one cent ; and the Postmaster General shall requiire those
who receive newspapers by post, to pay always the
amount of one quarter’s postage in advance ; and should
the publisher of any newspaper, after being three months
previously notified that his paper is not taken out of the
office to which itis sent for delivery, continue to forward
such paper in the mail, the postmaster to whose office
such paper is sent, may dispose of the same, for the
postage, unless the publisher shall pay it. If any per-
son employed in any department of the post office, shall
improperly detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy, any news-
paper, or shall permit any other penson to do the like,
or shall open, or permit any other to open, any mail, or
packet of newspapers, not directed to the office Where
he is employed such offender shall, on conviction there-
of, forfeit a'sum not exceeding fifty dollars, for every such
offence. = And if any other person shall open any mail
or packet of newspapers, or shall embezzle or destroy
the same, not being directed to such person, or not being
. authorized o receive or open the same, such offender
shall, on conviction thereof, pay a sum not exceeding
tWent dollars for every such offence. And if any per-

- 8on shall take, or steal, any packet, bag, or mail of news-
2 .

Counterfelting
franks.

Printers’ ex-
change papers
free.

Newspapers

Postage.

Paid in advance.

When sold for
postage.

Detaining, em-
bezzling, or des-
 troying them.

Penalty.

Stealing them.
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papers, from, or out of any post office, or from any per-
son h'\vmg custody thereof, such person shall, on con-
viction, be imprisoned, not exceedlng three. months for
every such offence; to be kept at hard labor durmg the
Enclosing in period of such imprisonment. If any person shall en-
them letters, &c. ¢lose. or conceal a letter, or other thing, or any memo-
o o UPE %" rapdum in writing, in a newspaper, pamphlet, or maga-
zine, or in any par‘kacre of newspapers, pamphlets, or
magazines, or make any writing or memorandum there-
on, Whlch he shall have delivered into a any post office,
or to any person for that purpose, in order that the same
may be carried by post, free of letter postage, he shall
Penslty.  forfeit the sum of five dolars for every such offence;
and the letter, newspaper, package, memorandum, or
other thing,shall not be delivered to the person to whom
it is directed, until the amount of single letter postage is.
paid for each article of which the package is composed.
No newspapers shall be received by the postmasters, to
To be dried and be conveyed by post, unless they are sufficiently dried,
numbered. and enclosed in proper wrappers, on which, besides the
direction, shall be noted the number of papers which
are enclosed for subscribers, and the number for printers:
Provided, 'T'hat the number need not be endorsed, if
the publlshel shall agree to furnish the postinaster, at.
the close of each quarter, a certified statement of the
number of paperssent in the mail, chargeable with post-
Privilege to 83¢- The Postmaster General, in any contract he may
mail carriers to enter into for the conveyance of the mail, may authorize

pore | %P% the person with whom such contract is to be made, to
carry newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets, other than
Proviso. . those conveyed in the mail : Provided, That no prefer-

ence shall be given to the publisher of one newspaper

. Periodical mag. OVeT that of another, in the same place. "When the mode

azines and of conveyance, and the size of the mail will admit of it,
pamphlets. such magazines and pamphlets as’are published pnrxodl-
cally, may be transported in the mail, to subseribers, at

Postage. ~one and a half cents a sheet, for any distance not exceed-
: ing one hundred miles, and two and ahalf cents for any
greater distance.. And such magazines and pamphlets

Not periodical. 88 are not published peuodlcally, if sent in the mail,
shall be eharged with a postage of four cents on each,
sheet, forany distance not exceeding one hundred miles,

and six cents for any greater distance.* -

- *Modlﬁed see 3d section of act of March 8, 1845
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SEC. 31. Andbe it Surther enar-led "That, if any post-
master, or other person authorized to 1ecelve the postage
of letters and packets, shall neglect or refuse to render
his accounts, and pay over to the Postmaster General the
balance by him due, at the end of every threc months,
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to cause
a suit to be commmenced against the person or persons so
neglecting or refusing " That all suits, which shall be
hereafter commenced, for the recovery of debts or balan-
ces due to the General Post Office, whether they appear
by bond or obligations, made in the name of the existing,

or any- precedmcr Postmaster General, or otherwise,shall

be instituted in the name of the ¢ Pobtmaste_r General of
the United States.” 'That certified statements, under the
seal of the General Post Office, of the accounts of the
several postmasters and. contnctors, after the same shall
have been examined and adjusted at that office, shall be
admitted as evidence in all suits brought by the Post-
master General for the recovery of balances or debts due
from postmasters or contractors ; and also certified copies
of the quarterly accounts of postmastera, or, if lodged
in the 'I'reasury, copies, certified by the Remster under
the seal of his office, shall be admitted as evidence.
Sec. 32. And be il further enacted, That, if any post-
master shall neglect to render his accounts for one month
after the time, and in the form and manner prescribed by
Jaw, and by the Postmaster General’s instructions, con-

Delinquent
postmasters.

To be sued.

Accounts to be
cerhfied _under
seal.

Penalty for de-
faults.

formable therewith, he shall forfeit double the value of

the postages whlch shall have arisen at the same office
in any equal portion of time previous or subsequent .
thereto ; or, in case no account shall have been rendered
at the ume of trial of such case, then such sum as the
court and jury shall estinghte, equ}valent thereto, to be
recovered by the Postmaster General, in an action of
debt, on the bond against the pootmastet and his securi-
ties, and for which the securities shall be liable. -

Skc. 33. And be it Surther enacted, That all pecu-
niary penalties and fonfeltures, mcurred under this act,
shall be one half for the use of the person or persons
informing and prosecuting for the same, and the other
half to the use of the United States, and shall be paid
over to the Postmaster General, and accounted for by
him as other moneys of the Department ‘

Oof fines.

B AT T S
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Mails beyond SEc. 34 And be it ﬁlrlher enacled That it ahall be
sea. lawful for the Postmaster General to ‘make Pprovision,
where it may be necessary, for the receipt of all letters
and packets intended to be conveyed by any ship or ves-
sel beyond sea, or from any port in the United States to
another port therein ; and the letterseo received shall be
formed into a malil, sealed up, and directed to the post-
master of the port to which such ship or vessel shall be
bound ; and for every letter or packet so received, there
Postage. shall be paid, at the time of its reception; a poslage of
" one cent, which shall be for the use of the postmasters
eepecllve]y receiving the same. And the Postmaster
~General may make arrangements with the postmasters
in any foreign country, for the reciprocal receipt and de-
livery of letters and packets through the post office.
Exemption from SEc. 35. Jnd be it further enacted, 'I'hat ithe post-
ﬁlgm and JuTy masters, postriders, and drivers of the rail stages, shall
) be exempt from militia duties, and serving on _]unes, or
any fine or penalty for neglect thereof.
Lettor earriers. Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That letter car-
riers shall be employed at such post oﬂices as the Post--
master Geeneral shall direct, for the delivery of letters in
the places, reepectlvely, where such post offices are es-
tablished ; and, for the delivery of each such letter, the
letter carrier. may receive, of the person to whom the de- ,
livery is made, two cents : Provided, 'That no letter
shall be delivered to such letter carrier for delivery, ad-
dressed to any person who shall have lodged at the post
office a written request that the letter shall be detained
Letter boxlet- il the office. And, for every letter lodged at any post
ters, one eent.  gffice, not to be carried by post,but to be delivered at the
place where it is so lodged, the postmasier shall receive
one cent of the person to wlom it shall be delivered.*
State courts' ju. OEC. 37. And be it further enacted, That all causes
risdiction. of action arising under this act, may b‘e sued, and all of-
fenders againet this act, may be prosecuted, before the
justices of the peace, mamstlatc or other judicial courts
of the several States, and of the several 'Territories of
the United States, they having competent jurisdiction,
by the laws of such States or Temtorles, to the trial of
claims and demands of as great value,and of the prose-
cutions, where the pumshments are of as great exlent

*Rates changed for drop letters: see 1st section of aet of
March 3, 1845. :
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- and such justices, maglst;a(es or judiciary, shall take
cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and execu-
tlon ag in other cases. - -
Sec. 38. Jnd be ztfurtke; enacted That,in “all suits Judgments first
or causes arising under this act, the court shall proceed term.
to trial, and render judgment the first term after such suit .
shall be commenced : Provided, always, That, when- Provisos.
ever service of the process shall not have been made
twenty days, at least, previous to the return day of such
term, the defendant shall be entitled to one continuance,
if the courl, on the statement of such defendant, shall
judge it expedlent Provided, also, 'That, if the defend-
ant in such suits shall make affidavit that he has a claim
against the General Post Office, not allowed by the Post-
master General, although submitted to him conformably
to the 1egulatlons of the Post Office, and shall specify
such claim in the affidavit, and that he could not be pre-
“pared for the trial at such term, for-want of evidence,

the court, in such case, being satisfied in those respects,

may grant a COntmuance unul the next succeeding term ; ‘
and the Postmaster General shall be authorized to dis- Postmaster Gen-
charge from imprisonment any person confined in jail, ef;lwemay ﬁ%‘;
on ¢ 'my judgment in a civil case, obtained in behalf of prison.

thé Department : Provided, It be-made to appear that Provisos.

the defendant has no property of any description: And

provided, That such release shall not bar a subsequent

execution against the property of the defendant.

Sec. 39. And be it further enacted, That it shall be  Post roads not
the duty of the Postmaster General to report annually, ffor?i“cmg one-
to Congress, every post road which shall not, after the
second year from its establishment, have PlOdllced one-
third of the expense of carrying the mail on thesame.*

- SEkc. 40. And be it further enacled, That the Adju- Adgjutant Gene-
tant General of the militia of each State and "Territory r'xlsk of militia
shall have a Ttight to receive, by mail, free of postage, fran
from any Ma]m General or Bno'\dler General thereof,
~and to transmit to said Genera.s any letter or packet
relating solely -to the mililia of such State or Territory :
Provided, always, That every such officer, before he pyyico.
delivers any such letter or package - for transmission,
shall in his own prOpe1 hand writing, on the outside

*Modified: see act of March 3, 1845, section 2, enutled « An
act to establish certain post roads and discontinue others.”
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thereof, endorse the mature of the papers enclosed, and
thereto subscribe his name and office, and shall previ-
ously furnish the postmaster of the office where he shall
Penalty. . deposit the same, with a specimen of his signature. And
’ if any such officer shall frank any letter or package, in
which shall be contained any thing relative to any sub-
ject other than of the militia of such State or Territory,
every offender shall, on conviction of every snch offence,
forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars. | .
Surplus of Post. SEcC. 41. And be it further enacted, That, whenever
masters’ emolu- the apnnual emoluments of any postmaster, after deduct-
ments over . ~ . ") 22 _ .
$2,000 per an.  ing therefrom the necessary expenditures incident to his
office, shall amount to more.than two thousand dollars,
the surplus shall be accounted for, and paid to the Post-
master General, and by him to be accounted for, in the
same manner as other moneys accruing from the Post
Office establishment. - . | |
Postmasters, §e.  Stc. 42. And be it further enacted, That no post-
mot to be con- master, assistant postmaster, or clerk, employed in any
post office, shall be a contractor, or concerned in a con-
tract for carrying the mail : Provided, That this section
- shall not interfere with contracts heretofore made. =
Increase of pay  SEec. 42. And be ¢ further enacted, That no addi.
of contractors re- tjonal allowance shall be made, by the Postimaster Gen-
eral, to the contractor or cariier of any mail, on any
route, over or beyond the amount stipulated in the con-
tract entered into for the transportation cof the mail on
such route, unless.additional service shall be required ;
and then no additional compensation shall be allowed,
to exceed the exact proportion of the original amount te
the additional duties required ; and the Postmaster Gen-
eral shall, in all such cases, within thirty days thereafter,
transmit to the First Comptroller of the T'reasury an
account of such additional services, and the compensa-
tion to be allowed therefor. o a
Proposers for ~ SEc. 44. Jnd be it further enacted, That any person
contracts Who or persons, who shall hereafter make any proposal i
do not comply. P ’ » > any prop m
wriling, to carry or transport the mail upon any route
or routes, which may be advertised to be let, and such
person or persons shall be determined by the Postmaster
General to be entitled to the contract, by virtue of such
proposition, and such person or persons shall fail or re-
fuse to enter into an obligation, with good and sufficient
security, to perform such contract within the time re-
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quired by the Postmaster General, in such advertise-
ment, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay sO Forfeit.
much money as shall be the difference between the
amount contained in such proposal, and the amount the
“Postmaster General shall have to pay for the same trans-
portation of the mail on such route or routes ; which
sum may be recovered by the Postmaster General n an
action on the case.

Sec. 45. And be it further enacted That if any per- Aiders and abet-
son shall buy, receive, or conceal, or aid in buying, re- fore of mail rob~
<eiving, or concealincr any article mentioned in the
“twenty-first section of this act, knowing the same to
have been stolen or embezzled from the mai! of the Uni-
ted States, or out of ‘any post office, or from any person
having the custody of the said" mall or the letters sent
or to be sent therein; or if any person shall be acces-
sory after the fact to any robbery of the carrier of the-

“mail of the United States, or other person entrusted
therewith, of such mail, or of part thereof, every person,

50 oﬁ'endm shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine not penalty.
exceeding two thousand dollars, and be- 1mpusoned and
confined to hard labor for any time not exceeding ten
years. And such person or persons, so offending, may

be tried and convicted without the principal offender
“being first tried, provided such principal offender has

fled fiom Juqtlce or cannot be found to be put on his

trial.

Sec. 46. And be it further enacted, 'That all acts Rgepeal of for=

and parts of acts which have been passed for the estab- mer acts.
. dishment and regulation of the General Post Office, shall
be, and the same are hereby, repealed : Provided, "That
the act, entitled “ An act concerning public contracts,”
’ approved on the twenty-first of April, one thousand elght
hundred and eight, shall not be affected hereby, but
shall remain in full force and virtue : «2nd provided, Provisos.
- also, that nothing herein contained shall be construed 4»
" to aﬁ"ect or extend to, any offence committed against
the Iaws now in force intended by this act to be re-
pealed : but the same ehall be prosecuted, and determin-
ed, and - punished, according to the said laws; nor to
affect any existing contract, or debt, or demand due to
or from the Department; but all such oﬁences crimes,
debts, duties, demands, and contracts, shall be held in
‘force, and ad_]udged detexmmed and executed accord-

£

.
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ing to the present laws in force, as though this act had
not passed ; nor shall it affect any appointments to of-
ﬁoe made under the laws hereby repealed.

: APPROVED, A]arc/z 3, 1820.

AN ACT
Y

To estabiish certai‘n;Post Roads, and V tov discontimie others. :

Certain post  SEC. 2. And be it f urtler enacted, That all post
routes to be dis- routes which hereafter, within the term of three succes-
continued. sive years, fail to )leld one-fourth of the expense inci-

dentto its establishment, shall be discontinued by the
Postmaster General, unlecs in cases where it may be
necessary as a connection or continuance of a route or
routes : Provided, also, That this section shall not be so
construed as to deprwe the seat of justice, in each county,
of one mall going to and from said town.

- AU APPROVED ﬂIaic,’zB 1825,

i L | AN ACT
Amendatory of the Act recrulatmg the Post Oﬁice Departmenu

Be it enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Represen-

tatives of the United Siates of America in Congress

Commission al- @ssembled, 'That the Postmaster General be authorized

lowed to post- to allow to the postmasters at the several distributing

masters at dis- il d five h

tributing offices, OffiCeS, & commission, not to excee per cent. on the
amount of postage on letters and packets received for

distribution, the allowance to commence on the third of

- March, ewhteen hundred and twenty-five :* Provided,

Proviso. "T'hat, if the number of mails received at, and despatch-

ed from, any such office, is not increased by the distri-

buting system, then no allowance shall be made there-
for, except where special provision is made.- -~

Allowance for SEC 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post—

ship letters re- master General be authorized to allow to each postmas-

ceived and tér one cent for every letter received from any ship or

-. *7 per cent. allowed: see act of 2d of March, 1847.
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vessel, and mailed by him, provided, his usual commis-

sion, together with the allowance aforesaid, shall not

exceed the sum of two hundred dollars a year And Letter carriers.
the letter carriers employed at post offices shall be au-

thorized to receive for each newspaper delxvered by them,.

an half cent, and no miore.

SEec. 3. And be it Sfurther enacted, That no person
other than the Postmaster General, or his authorized
agents, shall set up any foot or horse post, for the con- .
veyance of letters and- packets, upon any post-road, -
which is or may be established as such by law: And:
every person who shall offend herein, shall incur a pen-
alty of not exceeding fifty dollars, for each letler or
packet so carried.

-Sec. 4. vInd be it further enacted That the Com- I‘rankmg privi-
missioners of the Navy Board, the AdJlllaDt General,t;:g%ﬁgr‘s”e“
Commissary General, Inspectorq General, Quartermas-
ter General, Paymasler General, the bec1eta1y of the
Senate, Clerk of the House of Representatives, and
Supermtendent of the Patent Office, be authorized to
frank, and to receive letters and packets by post, free of
postacre and that no other -persons or officers, excepling
those enumerated herein, and in the act ¢ to reduce into
one the several acts establishing and regulating the Post
Office Department,” passed on the third of March , €eigh-
teen hundred and twenty-five, shall be authorized (o
frank or to receive letters lthUO‘h the mall free of
postage.*®

Sec. 5. And be it furiher enacted, 'That one or Tnore Rules for charg-
pieces of paper, mailed as a letter, ‘and weighing one “;gge letter post-
ounce, shall be charged with quadruple postage, and at =
the same rate, should the weight be greater ; and quad-
ruple postaore shall be charO‘ed on all | packets containing
four pieces of paper. Every printed pamphlet or mag- Rales for charg-
azine which contains more than tweaty-four pages on a ing pamphlet
royal sheet, or any sheet of less dimensions, shall be "%
charged by the sheet, and small- ‘pamphlets prmted on a
half or quarter sheet of royal, or less size, shall be
charged with half the amount of postage charged on a
full sheet and there shall be printed or written, on one
of the outer pages of all pamphlets and magazines, to
be sent by mail, the number of sheets they contain ;

*Repealed : see 5th section, act of 3d of March, 1845.
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and if such number shall not bs trulv stated double
_ postage shall be chalged *

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted That no post-
No Postmaster master or assistant postmaster shall act as agent for lot-
or assistant Tos tery offices, or under any color of purchase, or other-
agent for lottery Wise, vend lottery tickets; nor shall any postmaster
offices. " receive free of postage, or fr'mk lottery_schemes, circu-
lars, or tickets. For a violation of this provision, the

-perscn offending shall suffer a penalty of fifty dollars.

APPROVED, March 2, 1827

AN ACT
To change the organization of the Post Office Department and

to prov1de more eﬁ'ectually for the settlement of the accounts
thereof

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States of America in Congress
Re(‘i’e““es to be assembled, That the revenues arising in the Post Office
‘E‘easul;;,to : Depaltment and all debts due to the same, shall, when
collected, be paid, under the direction of the Postmas-

ter Genenal into the T'reasury of the United States.
Postmaster Gen- SEC. 2. And be it Surther enacted, '1'hat the Post-
eral to submit master General shall submit to (‘ongress at the nextand

estimates, &c. : i

each succeeding annual session, specific estimates of
the sums of money expected to be required for the ser-
vice of the Department in the subsequent year, com-
mencing on the first day of July, under the following
heads, viz : ¢ Compensation c¢f Postmasters,” ¢ Trans-
pontatmn of the Mails,” ¢ Ship, steam- boat and way
letters,” < Wrappmg papel 7« Office furmtme ? « Ad-
vertising,” ‘¢ Mail bags,” ¢ Blanks,” ¢ Mail locks , keys,
and stamps,” ¢ Mail depredations and special agents ”?
¢ Clerks for offices,” and ¢ Miscellaneous.” And the
Postmaster Geueral shall render an account to Con-
gresg, at each succeeding annual session, of the amounts

actually etpended for each of the purposes ahove speci-
fied.

8115\’Iodlﬁed see lst- and 3d sections of act of 3d of Mareh
1 - )

rd
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 'T'hat the aggre-  Appropriation
gate sum vequired ¢ for the service of the Post Office made ffom roves
Department” in each year, shall be appropriated by law Office Depart-
out of the revenue of the Department, and that all pay- ment.
ments of the receipts of the Post Office Department
into the T'reasury, shall be to the credit of the said ap-
propriation. , :

Sec. 4. And be it fz/rt/zer enacled That the sums To be paid by
appropriated for the service aforesaid shall be paid by the Treasurer.
the Treasurer-in the manner herein directed : Provided, p,gyiso.

That the compensation of postmasters, the expenses of
post offices, and such other expenses of the Depart-
ment for which appropriations have been made, as may
be incurred by postmasters, may be deducted out of the
proceeds of their offices, under the direction of the Post-

master General : And provided, also, That all charges Provise.
against the Department by postmasters, on account
of such expenses, shall be submitted for examination
and settlement, to the Auditor herein provided for ; and
that no such deduction shall be valid, unless the expen-
diture so deducted, be found to have been made in con-
formity to law : And provided, also, That the Postmas- Proviso.
ter General shall have power to transfer debts due on
account of the Department, by postmasters and others,
in satisfaction of the legal demands for which appropri-
ations have been made, of such contractors who may be.
creditors of the Department as shall have given bonds,
with security, to refund any moneys that may come into
their hands over and above the amount which may be
found dde to them on the settlement of their accounts.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Trea-  Treasurerte
surer of the United States shall give receipts for all give receipts.
moneys received by him to the credit of the appropria-
tion for the service of the Post Office Department; ' i
which receipt shall be endorsed upon warrants drawn | -
by the Postmaster General, and without such warrant - |
no acknowledgement for money received as aforesaid |
shall be valid.

SEc. 6. And be it ffurt/zer enacted, That the appro- Payments to
priations for the service of the Post Office Department, b¢ made on wat-
shall be disbursed by the Treasuter out of the moneys
paid into the Treasury for the service of the Post Office
Department, upon the warrants of the Postmaster Gene-
ral, registered and countersigned as herein provided,and
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- expressmg on their’ faces the approprlatxon to whxch
: they should be charged.
Accounts ren- SEC. 7. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Trea-
dered quarterly gyrer shall render his accounts of the moneys received
e Auditor.
and paid by him on account of the Post Office Depart-
ment, quarterly, to the Auditor for the Post Office De-
partment, hereinafter provided for, and shall transmit
copies of the same, when ad]usted by hlm, to the -two
: - Houses of Congress _

Auditortobe  SEC. 8. «nd be it further enacted, That there shall
‘}“?%migg and he gppointed. by the President, with the consent of the
Senate, an Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office
- ‘Deparlment whose duty it shall be to receive all ac-
counts arising in the said Department, or relative there-
to, to audit and settle the same, and certifv their balan-
Proviso. ces to the Postmaster Genenal Provided, That if
either the Postmaster General, or any person whose ac-

count shall be settled, be dissatisfied therewith, he may,
within twelve monlhs, appeal to the First Compholler
of the Treasury, whose decision shall be final and con-
clusive. 'The said Auditor shall report to the Postmas-
ter General, when required, the official forms of papers
to be used by postmasters, and other officers or agents of
the Department concerned in its receipts and payments,
and the manner and form of keeping and stating its

accounts. He shall keep and preserve all accounts,
with the vouchers, after settlement. He shall promptly
report to the Postmaelel General all delinquencies of

postmasters in paying over the proceeds of their offices.
-He shall close the accounts of the Department quarter-
ly, and transmit to the Secretary of the T'reasury quar-
terly statements of its receipts and expenditures. He
shall register, charge and countersign, all warrants upon
the 'lreasury for receipts and paymems issued by the
Postmaster General, when warranted by law. He shall
perform siich other duties, in relation to the financial
concerns of the Department, as shall be assigned to him
by the Secretary of the T'reasury, [or Postmaster Gene-
ral,] and shall moake to them respectively, such reports
as elther of them may require respecting the same. The
said Auditor may frank, and receive free of postage,
letters and packets under the regulations provided by
law for other officers of the Government. And all let-
ters and packets to and from the Chief Engineer, whiclx

E.
i
4
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may relale to the busmess of his oﬂice shall be free of |

postacre |

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted That it shall be
the duty of the Postmaster General 10 decide on the of-
ficial forms of all papers to be used by postmasters, and
other officers or agents of the Post Office Depaitment,
concerned in its receipts and payments, and the manner

and form of keeping and stating itsaccounts ; to enforce

the prompt rendition of the returns of postmaﬁtels and

Daties of the
Postmaster Gen-
eral.

of all certificates, acknowledgements, receipts, and other

papers, by postmasters and contractors relative to the
accounts of the Department ; to contlol according to
law, and subject to the eeulement of the Auditor, “the
allowances to postmasters, the expenses of post oﬂices
and all other expenses incident to the service of the
Depaitment ; to regulate and direct the payment of the
said allowances and expenses for which appropriations
have been made ; to superintend the disposition of the
proceeds of post offices and other moneys of the Depart-
ment; to prescribe the manner in which postmasiers
shall pay over their balances; to grant warrants for
money to be paid into the Treasury, and out of the

same, in pursuance of appropriations by law, to persons

to whom the same shall be certified to be due by the
said Auditor : Provided, That advances of necessary
sums to defray expenses may be made by the Postmas-
ter General to agents of the Department employed to
investigate mail depredations, examine post routes and
post offices, and perform other like services, to-be charg-
ed by the Auditor for the Post Office Department and
be accounted for in the settlement of their accounts.

Proviso.

Sec. 10. Jnd be it fuirther enacted, That the Audi- Other duties of

tor for the Post Office Departmentshall state and certify,
quarterly, to the Postmaster General, accounts of the

the Auditor.

moneys paid pursuant to appropriations, in each year, -

by postinasters out of the proceeds of their offices, to-

wards the expenses of the Department, under each of -

the heads of the said expenses specified in the second
section of this act; upon which the Postmaster General
shall issue warrants 1o the 'T'reasurer of the United
States, as in case of the receipt and payment of the

said moneys into and out of the Treasury, in order that_

the same may be carried to the credit and debit of the
appropriation for the service of the Post Office Depart-
ment, on the books of the Auditor for said Department.
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Duplicates of SEc. 11. And be it furﬂzer enacled, That the Post-
contracts, §¢.  master General shall, within sixty days after the making
of any contract, cause a duplicate thereof to be lodged
in the office of the Auditor of the Post Office Depart-
ment. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of any
postmaster, he shall cause his bond of office to be de-
livered to the said Auditor ; and shall also cause to be
promptly certified to him all establishments and discon-
tinuances of post offices, and all appointments, deaths,
Tesignations, and removals of postmasters, together with
all orders and regulations which may originate a claim,
| or in any manner affect the accounts of the Department.
Accounts, how SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, 'That the ac-
10 be kept. counts of the Post Office Department shall be kept in
such manner as to exhibit the amounts of its revenues,
derived respectively from ¢ letterpostages,” “newspapers
and pamphlets,” and ¢ fines;” and the amount of its
expenditures for each of the following objects, namely :
“ compensation of postmasters,” ¢ transportation of the
mails,” “ship, steamboat, and way letters,” “wrapping
paper,”’ “office furniture,” ‘‘advertising,” ‘“mail bags,”
“blanks, mail locks, keys, and stamps,” “mail depreda-
tions and special aO'enls ” “clerks for offices,” and “mis-
cellaneous.”
Bonds and con- Sgcg. 13. And be it further enacted, That the bonds
tracts with the ;3 ontracts of postmasters, mail contractors, and oth
U. States,and all and contrac P er
suitsinits name. agents of the Post Office Depmtment shall hereafter be
‘made to and with the United States of America ; and
all suits to be commenced for the recovery of debts or
balances due by postmasters and others, or upon bonds
= or contracts made to or with the present or any former
- Postmaster General, or for any fines, penalties, or for-
feitures, imposed by the laws respectinrr the Post Office
Department, or by the Postmaster General, pursuant
thereto, shall be instituted in the name of the United
States of America; and the demands in such suits shall
have all the pllVlleges and priorities in adjudication and
payment secured to other claims of the United States,
Proviso. - by the existing laws: Provided, That actions and suits
' which may have been instituted in the namé of the
Postmaster General, previous to the passage of this act,
shall not be affected by the provisions of this section.
Auditor tosu- SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the Audi-

erintend | col- tor of the Post Office Depantment shall superintend the
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collection of all debts due to the Department, and all
penalties and forfeitures imposed on postmasters for
failing to make returns, or pay over the proceeds of their
offices; he shall direct suits and legal proceedings, and
take all such measures as may be authorized by law to
enforce the prompt payment of moneys due to the De-
partment.

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, 'That coples of cersified copies
the quarterly returns of postmasters, and of any papers of quarterly ro-

urns, &e. to be

pertaining to the accounts in the office of the Auditor evidence, &e.
for the Post Office Department, certified by him, under
his seal of office, shall be admitted as evidence 'in the
courts of the United States; and in every case of delin-
quency of any postmaster or contractor, in which suit
may be brought, the said Auditor shall forward to the
Attorney of the United States certified copies of all pa-
pers 1n his office tending to sustain the claim; and in
every such case a statement of the account, certified as
aforesaid, shall be admitted as evidence, and the couri
trying the cause shall be thereupon authorized to give
judgment and award execution, subject to the provisions
of the thirty-eighth section of the act to reduce into one
the several acts establishing and regulating the Post
Ofiice Department, approved March th;rd elghteen hun-
dred and twenty-five. No claim for a credit shall be
allowed upon the trial but such as shall have been pre-
sented to the said Auditor, and by him disallowed in
whole or in part, unless it shall be proved to the satis-
faction of the court that the defendant is at the time of
the trial in possession of vouchers not before in his power
to procure, and that he was prevented from exhibiting
to the said Auditor a claim for such credit, by some un-
avoidable accident. In suits for balances due from post-
masters, Interest at the rate of six per centumn per annum
shall be 1ecovered from the time of the default until
payment. :

Skc. 16. And beit Surther enacted That the Attor-  Duties of U.
neys of the United States, in the prosecution of suits for States Attomeys
moneys due on account of the Post Office Department, '
shall obey the directions which may, frem time to time,
be given to them by the Auditor for the Post Office De.
partment; and it shall be the duty of cach of the said
attorneys, immediately after the end of every term of
any eourt in which any of the suits aforesaid shall have
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been pending, to forward to the said Auditor a statement

Sums wrongful-
ly paid to be re-
<covered by suit.

of all the judgments, orders, and steps which have been
made or taken in the same dnuring the said term, accom-
panied by a certificate of the clerk, showing the parties
to, and amount of, each judgment, 'with such other in-
formation as may be required by the said Auditor. The
said attorneys shall direct speedy and effectual process
of execution upon the said judgments; and it shall be
the duty of the marshals of the United Siates to whom
the same shall be directed, to make to the said Auditor,
at such times as he may direct, returns of the proceed-
ings which have taken place upon the said process of
execution.

Sec. 17. 42nd be if further enacted, That in all cases
where any sum or sums of money lnve been paid out
of the funds of the Post Office Department to any indi-
vidual or individuals, under pretence that service has
been performed therefor when in fact such service has
not been performed, or by way of additional allowance
for increased service actually rendered, when the addi-
tional allowance exceeds the sum which, by the pro-
visions of law, might rightfully have been allowed

therefor, and in all other cases where the moneys of the

Auditor to adjust
balances due
from  postmas-
ters, &,

-

Department have been paid over to any person in con-
sequence of fraudulent representations, or by the mis-
take, collusion, or misconduct of any officer or clerk of
“the Department, it shall be the duty of the PPostmaster
General to cause suit to be brought, in the name of the
United States of America, to recover back the same, or
the excess, as the case may be, with interest thereon.
SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Audi-
tor for the Post Office Department shall adjust and settle
all balances due from postmasters on account of trans-
actions prior (o the first day of July, eighteen hundred
and thirty-six. He shall, when necessary, institute suits

. for the same, and cause them to be effectually prosecuted

(o Judcrment and execution ; and in cases in which pro-
ceedings at law for these or any other balances that are_
or may become due on account of the Post Office De-
partment, have been or shall be fruitless, may direct the
institution of suits in chancery, to set aside fraudulent
conveyances or trusts, or attach debts due to the defend-
ants, or obtain any other proper exercise of the powers

of equity, to have satisfaction of the said judgments;
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:and the courts of the United States, s sitting in chancery

~:shall have jurisdiction (o entertain mch bills, and. make

:such decrees and orders thereupon as may be consonant
to the principles and usages of equity. The said Audi-
dor shall report to the Poelmaste' Genenl to.be by him
submitted to Congress, at its next annual session, a state-
ment of all the- balances and debts due to the Post Office
Departrent as aforesaid, by late postmasters, showing,
in each case, the name and office of the principal debtor,
the names of - the suieties, if any, the amount of the
debt, the time at which it accrued, the steps taken to
collect the same, and whether they have been success-
{ul or not. 'T'he said statement shall also. clas<xfy such
-of the-said balances as may then remain due, into such
as are considered collectible, and bach as a;e not, w1th
the whole amount of each class. :
- Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the Audl Auditor, mayors,
tor for the Post Office” Departinent, or any mayor of a %o may admine
city, justice of the peace, or judge of any court of record o o e
in the Unired States, by him especially designated, shall
~be authorized to admmm*ex gaths and afﬁxmauons, in
relation to the examination. and settlement of the ac-
counis conimitted to his charge; and if any person shall
knowingly swear or-affirm falee]y, touching the expen-
ditures of the Post Office Departiment, or in relation to
any account of, or claim against, or in favor of, the said
Departient, he or she. shall upon conwcuon theleof
suffer as for wilful and conupt perjury.

-Sec. 20. And be it furthi.r enacted, That Ihere shall Third Assistansg
be employed by the Postmaster benelal a 'I'bird Assist. Posimaster Gen-
ant Postmaster General, who may receive and send let. *
ters and pncl\ets free of postan*e ; andin lieu of the clerks clerks, &e.
now employed in the Department, one chief clerk, three

%

' gnmmpal clerks, and thirty-three other clerks, one messen-

- ger, and three assiStant messengers, and two watchmen.,
Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That there shall

: s Clerks to be
be employed by the Secretary of the Treasury, in the employod in the

. office of the Auditor for the Post Office Depaxtment ONe office of Auditor.

chief clerk, four principal clerks, and thirty-eight other
" ¢clerks, one messenger, and one assistant me&sen,qer'
also, three clerks, one at a salary of fourteen hundred
dollars per annnm ‘one at a salary of twelve hundred
. dollars, and one at a salary of one thousand dollars, in
the oﬁice of the Treasurer of the Umted States,~1n lxeu

. -3\ R ) ~
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* And in that of Of the same number of clerke now employed in the

the Treasurer of office of the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury,in ad_]usung
) " the accounts of the Post Office Department.

Reports tobe  SEC. 22. /2nd be it Sfurther enacted, That it shall be

raade toCongress the duty of the Postmaster General to male to Congress,

by the Postmas-

ter General, at each annual sessmn thereof the foIlowmg several Te-
ports :

Flirst.: A report of all contmcts made for the trans-
portation of the mail within the preceding year, staling
in each case of contract its date and duration, the name
of the contractor, the route or routes embraced in the
contract, with the length of each, with the tiines of ar-

rival and departure at “the ends of each wute, the mode

of transportation contracted for, and the price stipnlated
to be paid by the Department; also, a statement of all.

such land and water mails as may have been established
or ordered by the Department within the year preced-
ing, other than those let to contract at the annual lettings

" of mall contracts, specifying, ineach case, the route or

water course on whuh the mail is eslabhshed the name

of the person employed to transport it, the mode of

transportation, the amount paid or to be paid, and the
proposed duration of the order or contract. ~ °

Second. A report of all allowances made to contrac-
tors, within the year precedmg, beyond the sums origi-

nally stlpulated in their respective contracts, end the rea-

«80ns for the same; and of all orders made by the De-
partment, whereby additional expense is, or will be in-

curred, beyond the original contract price on any land
or water route, specnfym in ecach case, the route to
which the order relates, the ‘name of the contractor, the
original service provided by the contract, the oncrmal
price, the date of the order for additional service, the ad-
ditional service required, and the additional allowauce
therefor; also, a report of all curtailments of expenses
effected by the Department within the preceding year,
specifying, in each case, the same particulars asrequired
in cases of additional allowances. ,

 Third.. A report of all incidental expenses of the

LY

Department for the year ending on ihe thirtieth day of -

June preceding, arranged accordmd to the saveral objccts,

as for ¢ wrappmcr paper,” < office furmture,” “advertis-
ing,” ¢ man bags,” ¢ blanks,” ¢ mail locks, keys, and‘ :

stamps ¢ piail depredatzons, and special agents)
¢ clerks for offices,” ¢ miscellaneous,” showing the sum
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paid under each head of expenditure, and the names
of the persons to whom paxd except only that the names
of the persons employed in detecting depredaiions on
the mail, and other conﬁdenual ao'ents need not be dis-
closed in said report. :

- Fourtl. A report of the ﬁnances of the Post Oﬂice S
Department for the year ending on the thirtieth day of
 June preceding, showing the whale amount of balances
due to the Depantment at the beginning of the year,
from postmasters and all others, the whole amount of -
postage that accrued within the year the whole amount
of the engagements and liabilities of the Department
for mail taampo;tahon during the year, the amount ac-
tually paid during the year, for and on account of mail
transportation, and otherwise, stating separately so much
~ of the said amount as may have been paid on account =
of the transportation of the mail, and for other debts for
the same object, in‘preceding years. : ,,

- Fifth. A report of all fines imposed, und deductions -
from the pay of contractors made during the preceding
year, for failures to deliver the mail, or for any other
cause, stating the names of the- dehnquent contractors,
the nature of the delmquencv, the route on which it
occurred, the time when it occurred, the time when the.
fine was 1mpo>ed, and whether the fine has been remit-
“ted, or order for deduction rescinded, and for what reason.

SLC. 23. «/2nd be it further enactea’ That it shall be Advertisements
the duty of the Postmaster General, befoxe advertising fg’i";‘}gﬁ*;‘;‘_‘
for proposals for the transpobriation of the mail, to form pegctmg them.
the best judgment practicable as to the mode, ume and |
frequency of transportation on each reute, and to adver- -
tise accordingly. No consolidated or combination bid .
shall be received, ‘and no additional compensation shall
be made to any mail contractor, so as that the compen--
sation for additional regular service shall exceed the
exact proportion which -the original compensation bears
to the original services snpulmed to be performed ; and -
no extra allowance shall be 1nade to any coatractor, by
the Postmaster General, for an increase of expedition
in the transportation of the mail, unless thereby the em-
ployment of addiiional stock or carriers, by the contrac-

-tor, shall be rendered necessary ; and in such case, the
‘ﬂdd:uornl compensation shall never bear a greater pro-
portion to the additional steck or carriers rendered
necessary, than the sum stipulated in the original con-
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tract bears to the stock and carriers necessanly employed
in its execution ; and when any extra service shall be
ordered, the amount of the allowance therefor, in dellars
and cents, shall be signified in the order for such service,
and be forthwith entered upon the books of the Post
Office Department, and no additional - compensation
shall be paid forany extra regularservice rendered before
the issuing of such order, and the making of such entry;
and ‘every order, entry, or memorandum whatever, on
which any action of the Department is to be had, allow-
ance made, or money paid, and every coutract, paper or
obligation drawn up in said office, by any officer there-
of, shall have affixed to it its true date ; and every paper
relating to contracts or allowances filed in said office
shall have the date of its filing endorsed thereon. And-
whenever it shall become necessary to change the terms
of any existing contract in any other manner than that
des:crmted in thls act, or to enter into a-cqntract for the
tnansportauon of the mail at any other time than at the
annual letting, the Postmaster General shall give notice
in one newspaper published at- Washington City, and
in one newspaper published as near as may be to the
route on which the services are to be performed, for at
least four weeks before changing ormaking such contract,
inviting proposals therefor, which proposals shall be
received and opened, and such proceedings thereon had,
in all things as at the annual lettings: Provided, frow-
ever, 'T'hat the Postmaster General may make temporary
contracts until a regular letting can take place.

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, 'T'hat proposals
for mail contracts shall be delivered to the Department
sealed, and shall be kept sealed until the biddings are
closed and shall then be opened and marked in the.
presence of the Postmaster' General and of one of the
Assistant Postmasters General, or in the presence of two
of the Assistant Postmasters General. And the contracts
in all cases shall be awarded to the lowest bidder, except
when_his bid is not more than five per centum below
that of the last contractor, on the route bid for, who
ghall have faithfully performed his contract. Provided,
however, That the Postmaster General shall not be
bound to consider the bid of any person who shall have
wilfully or necrhgem]y farled to execute or perform a
prior contract..
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Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, 'I\‘}nt it shall be  oOffers for car
the duty of the Postmaster General to lnve recorded in Iving ‘h&;‘;‘mlw
a well bound book, a true and faithful abstract of offers ° "
made to him for carrying the mail, embracing as well
those which are rejected, as those which are accepted
"The said abstract shall contain the names of the party
~or parties offering, the terms on which he or they pro-
pose to carry the m‘ul the sum tor which it is offered to
contract, and the lenrrth of time the agreement is to
continue. And it shall also be the duty of the Post-
master General to put on file and preserve the originals
of the prepositions of which abstracts are here directed
to be made, and to report at each session of Congress a
true copy from the said record of all offers made for
carrying the mail as aforesaid. :

Sec. 26. J/2nd be ¢t further enac’ed That if any Per- Persons employ-
son employed in the Post Office Depaltment or post- edin Dost Office
master, shall become interested in any mail contract, or ted in contrasts.
act as acreat with or without compenqatlon in any mat-
ter or thmO' 1elatmﬂr to business in sald Department, for -
any conuactm or pelson offering to become a contractor,
he shall be forthwith dismissed Trom office , and shall be
liable to pay so-much moneyaswould have ‘been realized
from said contract, to be recovered in an action of debt in
‘any court hav1nO' jurisdiction thereof, in the name of
the United S(ates, for the use of the Post Office Depart-
ment ; and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-’
eral to cause prosecution to be instituted. |

SEec. 27. /nd be zlfurt/zer enacled, 'That every pro-  proposals for
posal for the transportation of the mail shall be accom- transporting the

. L . mail to be ac-
panied by a written gunaranty, signed by one or more companied by a

D
responsible persons, to the effect that he or they under- guaranty,
take that the bidder or bidders will, if his or their bid - |
be accepted, enter into an oblmatlon, in such time as
may be prescribed by the Postmaster General, with good
and suflicient sureties, to perform the service proposed.
No proposal sliall be conazdened unless accompanied by
such g nl:mly If, afier the acceptance of a proposal, :
and notification thereof 1o the bidder or bidders, he or | ‘
they shall fail to enter into an obligation within the time
plescnbud by the Postmaster General with good and
sufficient sureties for the performance of the service, _
then the Postmaster General shall proceed to contract .

with some other person or persons, forthe performance of
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the said service, and shall forthwith cause the difference
between the amount contained in the proposal so guar-
antied, and the amount for which he may have contfacte(\i
- for the performance of said service, for the whole peried
of the proposal, to be charged up against the said
‘bidder or bidders, and his or their guarantor or guaran-
tors, .and the same may be immediately recovered
by the United States, for the use of the Post Office De-
~partment, in an action of debt against either or all of
the said persons. e o
Contractsnot SEC. 28, And be it further enacled, That no contract
to l;e made w_illh for the transportation of the mail shall knowingly be
ave entered . e made by the Postmaster General, with any person who
to combination. shall have entered into any combination, or proposed to
: enter into any combination, to prevent the making of any
bid for a mail contract by any other person or persons;
~or who shall have made any agreement or shall have
- given or performed, or promised to give or perform, any
consideration whatever, or to do or not to do any thing
whatever, in order to induce any other person or.per-
sons not {o bid for a mail contract. And if any person
so offending be a mail contractor, he may be forthwith
Proviso. dismissed from theservice of the Department : Provided,
That whenever the Postimaster General shall exercise the
power conferred on him by this section, he shall transmit
a copy or statement of the evidence on which he acts to
. Congress, at its next session. = | .
Nopaymentto SEC. 29. And be it further enacled, That no person
’*ﬁerm#g:ecl‘l‘g“ﬂ" whose bid for the transportation of the mail may be ac-
0N . .
-of contract, cepted, shall receive any pay, until he shall have execu-
ted his contract according to law and the regulations of
the Department; nor shall any payment ke made for
any additional regular service in the transportation of
the mail, unless the same shall have been rendered in
obedience to a prior legal order of the Postmaster
General. : L o
Part of act of Skc. 30. And be it further enacted, That so much of
T leds 1 the act concerning the Post Office Department, ap-
proved March third, eighteen hundred and twenty-five,
as directs that duplicates or copies of contracts or orders
made by the Postmaster General shall be lodged in the
oftice of the Comptroller of the Treasury, be repealed.
_ SEec. 31. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
the duty of the Postmaster General to furnish to the
postmasters at the termination of each route,a schedule,
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specifying the times of arrival and departure at their . bl’og‘]'::ﬁ:f;’g'
offices, respectively, of each mail, a copy of which the with schedule of
postmaster shall post up in some conspicuous place in times of arrival
his office; and the Postmaster General shall also fur- 29 departure.
nish a notice in like manner, of any change or altera-
tion in the arrivals and departures which may be ordered
by him. And it shall be the duty of every postmaster
promptly to report to the Department every delinquen-
<y, neglect, or malpractice of the contractors, their
agents or caniers, that may come to his knowledge.
And the Postmaster General shall cause to be kept; and
returned to the Department, at short and regular inter-
vals, by postmasters at the ends of routes, and such .
others as he may think proper, registers, showing the |
exact-times of the arrivals and depar(mes of the maile.

‘Sec. 32. And te it further enacted, That if any Penalty for de-
postmaster shall unlawfully detain in- his office any let- taining ~ letters,
ter, package, pamphlet, or newspaper, with intent to ,‘%‘;maw“d'
"prevent the arrival and delivery of the same to the
person or persons to whom such letter, package, pam-
phlet or newspaper may be addressed or directed in the
usual courze of the transportation of the mail along the . -
route ; or if any postmaster shall, with intent as afore-
said, give a preference to any ]etLeA , package, pamphlet,
or newspaper, over another which’ may pass through his
office, by forwarding the one and retaining the othel he
shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not ex-
ceedmo' five hundred dollars, and imprisoned foraterm
not exceedmg six months, and shall, moreover, be forever
thereafter, incapable of holding the office of poatmastel
in the United States. o

SEc. 33. And be it /'urther enacted, That there shall  Certain post-
be appointed by the President of the United States, by ;‘:f;ffti’('f ‘g;’eaﬁfg
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a de- with the consent -
puty postmaster for each post office at which the com- °f the Senate,
missions allowed to the postmaster amounted to one
thousand dollars or upwards in the year ending the
- thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and
{huty five, or which may in any qub%equent year, ter-
minaling on the thirtieth. day of June, amount to or ex-
ceed that sum, who shall hold his office for the term of
four years, unless sooner removed by the President.

Skc. 34. And be it further enacted, That assistant 5‘;11‘2"36;2 and
postmasters and clerks regularly employed and engaged empt. from mili-

' : tary duty.
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in post offices, shall be exempt from militia duty, and'
serving on juries, and fxom any fine or penalty for neg--
lect thereof. '
Advertizeinents SEC. 35. JInd be it furl/ze7 enacted, That advertlse-
of letters may be ments of letters remaining in post offices may, under
made in more
than one paper. the direction of lhe Postmaster General, be made in more -
than one newspaper : Provided, That the whole cost of”
- advertising shall not exceed four cents for each letter.
Postmastersnot  SEC. 36. «2nd be il furt/ler enacted, That no post--
to Jeceive or master shall receive free of postage, or” frank any letter
rank any pack- )
age other than OT packet composed of, or containing any fh;ncr other
;‘;;grg g;);‘x:g;’ﬂ than paper or money ; and for a violation of this provi-
sion, the offender shall be dismissed from office, and upon:
conviction in any court of competent jurisdicﬁon, pay
a fine of twenty dollars. And no person chall hold the:
office of postmaster who shall not be an actual resident
of the city or town wherein the office is sitnated, or the-
| district of country usually supplied by said office.
Release of sure-  SEC. 37. vInd be it further enacted, That when any
;:Let;f a post- one or more of the sureties of a postimaster shall noufy .
to the Postmaster General their desire to be released from:
their suretyship, or when the Postmaster General shall
. deem it necessary, he shali require the said postmaster
to execute a new bond, with security, which, when ac-
cepted by the POSfmaateI' General; shall be as valid as
the bond given upon the ondmal aprointment of said
po:.tmns'er and the sureties in the prior bond shall be
released from responsibility for all acts or defaults of
said postmaster, which may be done or committed sub-
sequent to the acceptance of the new bond, the date of
Proviso. which shall be endorsed thereon : Promded "That pay-
, ments made subsequent to the execution of the new
bond by said postmaster shall' be applied first to dis-
charge any balance which may be due on the old bond,
" unless he shall, at the time of payment, expressly direct
them to be apphed to the credit of his new account.
Penalty for  SEc. 38. nd be it further enacted, That if any per-
:I‘]"ah"g or 12k- oo shall be accessary after the fact, to the offence of”
g letters, &c. L
from the mail. stealing or taking the mail of the United States, or of
stea]mc or taking any. letter or packet, or enclosuie in
any letters or pacl\ets sent or to te sent in the mail of”
the United States, from any Post Office in the United
States, or from the mail of the United States, hy any

person or persons whatever, every person so offcndmor as-
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ﬂcce&ary, shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine not
exceeding one thousand dotlars, and be imprisoned for a

term not exceedmg five years; and such accessary after

the fact may be tried, convicted, and punished in the
district in which his oﬁane was commltted though the
principal offence may have been committed in another
district, and before the trial of the principal offender:
Provided, such principal offender has fled from justice, Proviso.
or cannot be arrested to be put upon his trial.

Sec. 39. And be it further enacted, 'That i in case the Express mail.
Postmaster General shall deem it expedlellt to establish.
an express mail, in addition to the ordinary mail, on any
of the post roads in the United States, for the purpose -
of conveying slips from newspapers in lieu of exchange
newspapers, or. letters, other than such as contain mo-
ney,.not exceeding half an ounce in weight; marked
““ express mail,” and public despatches, he shall be au-
thorized (o chmge all letters and packets carried by such
express mail with triple the rates of postage to which
letters and packets, not free, may be by law subyact
when carried by the ordinary malls

SEc. 40. And be it further enacted, That in case of Duties of P. M.
the death, resignation, or absence of the Postmaster Genl. to devolse
General, all his powers and duties shall devolve, for the G.
time bemO' on the First Assistant Postmaster General.

Sec. A1. And be it Surther enacted, That the Post- Letter carriers
master General shall be authorized” Whenevel the same
may be proper for the -accommmodation of the public in
any city, to employ letter carriers for the delivery of let.
ters received at the post office in said city ; except such
as the persons to whom they are addressed may have
requested, in writing, addiessed to the postmaster, to
be retained in the poqt office ; and for the receipt of let-
ters at such places in the said city as the Postmaster
General may direct, and for the deposit of the same in
the post office ; and for the delivery by a carrier of each
letter received from the post office, the person to whom
the same may be delivered shall pay notexceeding (wo
cents ; and for the delivery of each. newspaper and pam-
phlet,.one half cent; and for every letter received by a -
cairier to be deposited in the post office, there shall be
. paid to him, at* the time of the receipt, not exceeding
two cents; all of which receipts, by the carriers in any
city, shall, if the Postmaster General so direct, be ac-

-
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counted for to the pos(master of said cxty, to constitute
a fund for the compensation of the said carriers, and be
paid to them in such proportions and manner as the
Postmaster General may direct. Kach of the said car-
riers shall give bond with sureties, to be approved by the
Postmaster General, for the safe cubtody and delivery of
letters, and for the due account and payment of all
moneys received by him.

Carrying mails SEC. 42. And be it further enacted, That the Post-

on canals, master General shall be authorized, in his discretion, to
contract for carrying the mail on the navigable canals

- of the several Stales, in all cases where, in his opinion,

“the public interest and convenience shall require it ;
and for the time ‘during which mails may be carried on
-such canals, or any pans thereof, the same are hexeby
declared to be post roads.

Salaries of Ae. . SEC. 43. JAnd be it further enacted, Th'lt the fol-

sistant Postmas. l0Wing annual salaries shall be allowed to- the ‘Assistant

ters General and Postmasters General, and to the clerks messengers, and

others. ’ ’
watchmen provided for the service of the Post Office

Departinent, viz :

. 'To the three Assistant Postmasters General, each,

twenty five hundred dollars;

To the chief clerk, two thousand dollars ;

To the three principal clerks, each one thousand six
hundred dollars; |

"Toten clerks, eadl one lhousand fourhundned do]lars;

To fifteen clerks each one thousand two hundred
dollars;

To eight clexks, each one thouqand dollars

'T'o the messenger, seven hundred and fifty dollars,

To the three assistant messengers, e ach three hun-
dred and fifty dollars;

- To the two watchmen, each (hree hundred dollars.
Salaries of Au. OEC. 44. JInd be ztfurt/zer enactad That the follow-
ditor and others. ing annual salaries shall be allowed to the Auditor of

the Post Office Department, and to the clerks and mes-

_sengers herein provided for the service of his office, viz :
- To the Auditor, three thousand dollars;

To the chief clerlc two thousand dollars ;
To the four punclpal clerks, each, one lhousand SiX

- hundred dollars;

To ten clerks, each, one. ‘thousand four hundred dol-
lars; : -
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o twenty clerks, each one thousand two hundred
dol[ars :
To eight clerks, each, one thousand dollars ;
To the Imessenger, even hundred and ﬁﬂy dollars;
illndl to the assistant messenge1 three hundred and fifty
ollars.
~ SEke. 45. JAnd be it Surther enactea’ That the sum
of three millions one hundred and fifiy thousand dollars
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the service
of the Post Office Department, for the year commencing
on the first day of July, one theusand eight hundred
and thirty-six, out of any moneys in the Treasury, ari-
sing from the revenues of the said Department, to be
accounted for in the manher pointed out in the secoxld
gection of this act. .
Sec. 46. And be it further enactea’ That this act
shall be in force and take effect from the passage thereo
APPROVLD, July 2, 1836.

-

AN ACT
To establish certain Post Routes, and to discontinue others.

‘Skc. 2. JAnd be il Sfurther enacted, That each and
every railroad within the limits of the United States,
which now is, or hereafter may be made and completed,

$3,150,000 ap-
proprlated for
the year 1836.

Act to go into

£ immediate effect.

shall. be a postzoqte, and the Postmaster General shall

cause the mail to be transported thereon, provided he
can have it done upon reasonable terms, and not paying
therefor, in any instance, mole than twenty-five per
centutn over and above what similar transportation

would cost in post coaches.
, APPROVED, July 7 1838.

| | AN ACT - |
Furthertoregulate the Transportatipn of the Mailupon Railroads.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That the Postmaster General shall not, by
virtue of the authority vested in him by the second sec-
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-tion of the ¢ Act to establish cettain, post routtes, and to

discontinue others,” approved July T7th, 1838, allow
more than three hundred dollars per mxle per annum,
to any railroad company in.the United S(ates for the

" conveyance of one or more dally mails upon their roads

-

Act of 4th July,
1840, repealed

Proviso ; offen-
ces already com-

Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be~
construed o as in any way to remove or impair the lim-
itations upon the power of the Postmastel General, im-
posed by that section.

, APPROVFD, JanuarJ 25, 1839

AN ACT -

MakmO' appropnauons for the Civil and Diplomatic expenses of
(:ovemment, for the year 1859

SEc. 3. And be it furlher enacted That no nfﬁcer'
in any branch of the public service, or any other person
whose salaries, or whose pay or emoluments is or are
fixed by law and regulations, shall receive any extra
allowance or compensation, in any form whatever, for
the disbursement of public money, or the peiformance
of any other services, unless the said extra allowance or

compensauon be 'llll.hO]lZEd by law. *
"AprproveD, March 3, 1839

AN ACT

To repeal the act, entitled * An act to provide for the collection,
safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement of the Public Reve-
nue,” and to provide forthe punishment of embezzlers of Pub-
lic Money, and for other purposes. .

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and IHouse of
Lepresentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, 'That the act entitled, ¢“ An act
to provide for the collecllon, safekeeping, transfex and
disbursement of the public revenue,” appreved on the
fourth day of July, A. D. one thousand eight hundred
and forty, be, and the same is hereby, repealed Pro-
vided, always, That for any offences which niay have

mitted _sgainst been committed against the provisions of the seventeenth

.17th gection pun-

ishable.

section of the said act, the offenders may be prosecuted
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and punished according to those _Pprovisions; and . that all Bonde, &c., not
bonds executed under the provisions of said act, and all ?g;ﬁfd by’ the
civil u«rhts and liabilities which have arisen or accnued

under Sd.ld act.and the remedies therefor, shall remain and -

continue as_if’ said act had net been repealed; any thmg

herein contained to (he contrary notwithstanding.

Sec. 2. «Ind be z,tfurl[zei enacled, That if any officer Felony for oft.
charged with the safekeeping, transfer or disbursement :f,r,’i’l Sa‘fgﬁ;%;f
of pubhc noneys, or connected with the Post Office i ing, transfer, or
Department, shall convert to his own use, in any way g:fg,‘,‘;be‘;’,?,ﬁ;;:f
whatever, or shall use, by way of investment in any or - cennected
kind of property. or merc! handise, or shall loan, with or gg;‘aﬁg’;g,f,’ﬁi‘;g
without interest, any poriion of the pubiic. moneys en- use publie
trusted to him for safekeeping, transfer, disbursement, ™moneys
or for any other purpose, every » such act shall be deemed
and adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of the

said moneys as shall be thus taken,.converted, invested,
used, or loaned, which is hereby declaled to be a fe]ony, Neglect or re-
and the necrlect or refusal to pay over, on demand, any fusal to pay over,
public moneys in his hands, upon the presentation "of a fransfor, or dis-
draft, order, or warrant drawn upon him, and signed by neys, prima facie
the Secretaly of the Treasury, orto transfer or dlsburae evidence of such
any such moneys promptly, according to law, on the
legal requirement of a superior ofﬁcer shall be prima
facze evidenee of such conversion to his own use of so
much of the public moneys as may be in his hands.
Any officer or agent of the United States, and all per- Punishment for
sons advising, or knowingly and willingly participating §2id offence, and
g, or
in such embezzlement ‘upon being convicted thereof knowmngly ~ or
before any court of the United States of competent Willingly partict-
jurisdiction, shall, for every such offetice, forfeit and payp g Herein
to the United States a fine equal to the amount of the
money embezzled, and shall suffer imprisonment for a
term not less than six months nor more than five years.

APPROVED, August 13, 1841,

AN ACT

Making appmpnatmns for the Civil and Drplomatw expenses of
Government for the year eighteen hundred and forty- -two.

SEC. 1. By part of section 15, of the act of Muay 18,
1842, it is Provided, That the JOb printing, stationery,
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twnf;rr;mng,ﬁta' and binding of each of the Executive Departments

binding, of the shall, until otherwme directed by Taw; be furnished by

Executive - De- contract, proposals for which shall regularly be adver-

}’.i‘,’,ﬁi‘;ﬁ';g"' fo f,)y tised in the public prmts 'The classeb, characten, and

contract. descnpuon of the printing being specified in each ad-

vertisement as far as that can be done and it being made

a condition in all cases, unless otherwise spécifically

~ = - stated in the advertlaement that the work shall be done

in the city of Washington; and the contract shall in

each case, so far as_ the pnoposa]s and acceptance shall

enable the contract to be made, be given to the lowest

bidder, whose bid shall be ar'compamed by proper

) testimonials of the ablht_y of the bidder to fulﬁl his
contract.

Proviso, requir- ~ SEC. 2. By part of sectlon 202 of the act’of May 18,

mg_Postmasters 1842, it is Provided, That in addition to returns now

‘to make returns >
of all emolu-required to be rendeled by postmasters, it shall be the

ments rece“"dduty of postmasters at New York, Boston , Philadelphia,
Tom boxes, &e.

Baltimore, and New Orleans, and the other several cities

of the Union, each and every year hereafter, to render

a quarter-yearly account to the Postmaster General, un-

der oath, in such form as the latter shall ,)rescnbe for

the puxpose of giving full effect to this proviso, of all

emoluments or sums by -them respectively received for

boxes, or pigeon-holes, or other receptaclesfor letters or

papets, and by them charged for to individuals; or for

the delivery of letters or papers at or from any place in

~either of said cities, cther than the actual post office of

such city ; and of all emoluments, receipts and profits,

that have come to their hands by reason of Kkeeping .

If the net re- branch post offices in either of said cities; and if, from

gg‘gg’ba exceed such accounting, it shall appear that the net amount

year,the =

excess thall be received by either of the postmasters _at either of such

paid to ‘nggrﬁa‘]' cilies, for such boxes, and pigeon-holes, and other re-

for the use of the ceptacles for leiters and papers and for delivering letters

Department. oy papers at or from any place in either of said cities,

otherthan said post oflice, and by reason of keeping a

branch post office in either of said cities, shall, in he

aggregate, exceed the sum of three thousand dollars in

‘any one yean, such excess shall be paid to the Postmas-

, ‘ter General, for the use and purposes of the Post Office

: torigc%‘l’fimf;;f; Departmem, and no postmaster shall, hereafter, under

than $5000 a any pretence whatsoever, have, or 1ecene or retain for

year, salary in- )
. | h1mself' in the aoglemue, more than me thousmd
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dollars per year, including salary, commissions, boxes,

and all other.fees, perquisités, and emoluments, of _
any name or charactex whﬂtsoevex, and for any serviee. - -
whatsoever.* . -
APPBO_VED, ﬂ{ay\lS, 1842.

-

AN ACT
Legahzmo- and making appropnat:ons for such. neceqsary objects
"as have been usually included in the general appropriation
bills without authority of law, and to fix and-provide for cer-

‘tain incidental expenses of the departments and offices'of Go- - |,
_ vemment, and for other purposes.

Skc. 11. JAnd b it Surther enacted "That it shall be Report of clerks
the duty of the Secretaries of State, of the T'reasury, and other per-

War, and Navy, of the'Commissioners of the Navy, o o ba eﬁﬁﬁi‘f}“

the Postmaster- Geneml of the-Secretary of the Senate, made 10 Con-

and of the Clerk of the House of Representatives, {0 Bress.
report to Congress; at the beginning of each vyear, the
names of the clerks and other persons that  have been.
employed, respectively, "during the preceding year, or
any part thereof, in their 1espec!1ve dep‘lrtments and of--
fices, together with the time that each clerk or other per- -
son was actually employed, and the sums paid to each ;-
and, also, whether they have been usefully employed
whether the services of any of them can be dlcpensed
with without detriment to the public service; and
whether the removal of any individuals, and the ap-
pointiment of others in- their stead, is reqmred for the
better despatch of business; and no greater allowance
shall bemmade to any such clerk, or other person, than
is or may be authorized by~ law except to watchmen
and messengers, for any labor or services required of
them beyond the particular duties of their respective
stations, rendered at such times as does not lnterfere
with the performance of ‘their regular duties.

‘SEee. 12. And be it further enacled That no allow- No allowance te

ance or compensation shall bé made .to any clerk, or {’;; made for ex-

other oﬁ‘icer, by reason of the dlschalge of duties whlch

Sr— et

*For further provisions- see act of March ;3, 1847, énptled o
*“ An act to eqtabheh certain post route and for other_purposes,”
section 13. . . s R

“w

B
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belong to 'mv - other clerk or officer in the same or any
other department -and no allowance or compensation
" shall be made- for any extra services whatever which
any clerk or officer may be reqmred to perform. |
Duty of chief SEc. 13.  And be it furt/zei enacted, "That it shall be
<lerks to super- the dtity of each chief or principal clerk in the resffec-
vise the duties o
other clerks. &o. Live departments, bureaus; and other offices, to supet-
-vise, under the direction of his immediately superior offi-
cer, ‘the duties of the other clerks therein, and to see
“that their duies are faithfully executed, and that such
~ duties ave distributed with "equality and uniformity, ac-
cording to the nature of the case. And such distribu-
tion shall be revised, from time to {ime, by the- said
chief or principal ¢l enk, for the purpose of correcting any
tendency-to undue acenmulation or reduction of dutleb,
whethier arising from individual negligence or incapaci-
ty, or from increase or diminution of particular kinds of
| ~ business ; ‘and such chief or principal clerk shall report
-~ . monthly to'his superior officer any existing defect that
‘ - he may be aware ‘of in the arrangement or- despatch of
business; and such defect shall be amended by new ar-
rangements ot duties, dismissal of negligent or mcompe-
tent officers, or otherw ise.

Manner in SEC. 14, .f?nd be it further enacz‘ed That it shall be
which estimates the duty of the several heads of depmtme'f}; , in com-
municated COTO mumcatmO‘ esumates of expendtmres and ﬂpplOp'lﬂ!lOﬂS
Congress.  ~ to Congress, and to*any of the committees thereof; to

‘specify, as. nearly as may be convenient;-the sources
from which such estimates are derived, and the calcula-
tions upon which they are founded ; and, in so doing, to
discriminate between such’ estimates as are cohjectural
in their character, and such as are framed upon -actual
information and apphcatlon from_ disbursing officers;;
~and, in communicating the several estimates, reference
shall be given (o the laws and treaties by which they are
aurhonzed the dates thereof; and the volume, page, and

. section in which the necessary provisions are contained.
Employment SEc. 15. Jnd be it Jurther enacted, That no extra

- ofextra clerks. ¢clerk shall” be employed- in any department bureau, or

office; at the seat of Government, except during 'the
session-of Congtress, or when mdnspeneably necessary to
enable such depaltmem, bureau, or .office, to answer
‘some call made by either House of Co no'ress at one
session, to be answered at another ; and not lhen, except

.
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“by-order of the head of the department in w]nch, orin

some bureau or office of which, such extra clerk shall -
be employed ; and no such extra clertk, for copying,

shall receive more than three dollars per day, or for any

other service more than four dollars per day, for the uime
actually and necessarily employed.

SEc. 16. And be it Sfurther enacted, That no messen- Employment of -
ger, assistant messenger, laborer, or other person, shall fmessengers, la-
be empleyed in any department, bureau, or office, at the » e
seal of Government, or paid out of the contmcrem fund
appropriated to such dppa,rement bureau, or ofh(,e unless
guch employment shall be authorized by law, or shall
become necessary to cairy into effect some object for -
which appropriations may be spec iﬁcally made ; and not
exceeding one hundred dollars per annum shall be ap-
pliecd by each department (except the Department of  pyrehase of
State) for the purchase of newspapers for such depart. newspapers.
ment, and all the_bureaus and offices connected there-
with ; and such papers shall be preserved as files for
said department. ,

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all station- Stationery and
ery, of every name and nature, for the use of the two job _printing _ to
Houses of Congress, and all stauoner) and job printing, performed by
of every name and nature, for the use of the several de- ©ontrast
partmertts ot the Govemmem, and for the bureaus and
offices in those depaitments at Washington, including
all stationery, blanks, wrapping paper, and twine, and

mail bags, fuml hed the post oflices and collectors’ offices
throughout the United States, shall hereafter be fur-
nished and performed by com:act by the lowest bidder,
as follows : the Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the .

House of Representatives, the head of each department,
and such deputy postmasters in the Post Oftice estab-
lishment, and such collectors in the custom-house es-
abhshmem, as the Postmaster General and the Secretary
of the Treasury shall respectively designate for that
purpose, shall respectively advertise, once a week, for at
least four weeks, in one or more of the principal papers
published in the places where such articles ars to be
furnished, or such printing done, for sealed proposals for
furnishinO' such articles, or the whole of any particular
class of arucles or fordoing such printing, or the whole
of ‘any spemﬁed job thereof to be done at such place,

specifying in such advertisement the amount, quantity,
4

|
i
N j
‘
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and description of each kind of articles to be furnished,.
and, as near as may be, the nature, amount, and kind of
prmung to be. done ’and all such proposals shall be
kept sealed until the day specified in such advertisement
for opening the same, when they shall be opened, by or
under the direction of the officer making such adver-
tisement, in the presence of at least two persons; and the
person oﬁ'enng to furnish any class of such articles, or
to perform any specified pertion or job of said woik, and
giving satisfactory security for the performance thereof,
under a forfeiture not exceeding twice the contract price
in case of failure, shall receive a contract for doing the
same ; and in case the lowest bidder shall fail to enter
into such contract and give such security within a rea-
sonable time, to be fixed in such advertisement, then
the contract shall be given to the next lowest bidder
who shall enter into such contract and give such secu-
rity. And in case of a failure to supply the anicles or
to peiform the work, by the persen ewtering into such
contract, he and his sureties shall be liable for the for-
feiture spec1ﬁed in such contract, as liquidated damages,
to be sued for in the name of the United States el ANY
court having jurisdiction thereof. -

Bids and prope-  SEC. 18, “And be it Surther enacted, That all suchs
::ll_sveg’) gﬁ pre- bids or proposals shall be returned by the peaien au-

thorized, as aforesaid, to receive the same, to ihe Execu-
tive Depaumem from which such uuihOIity is derived,
and shall be preserved in said Department, subject to
such examination as Congiess may at any time order
and direct.

Relativetothe SEC. 19. And be it further enacled, That no part of
furchase of the contingent fund appropriated to any departument,

Sl bureau, or ofﬁce, shall be applied to the purchase of
books, penodlnals, pictures, or -engravings, or other

_ thing, except such books, pcnodlcals, and maps, or

- other thing, as the head of sach department shall deem
necessary and proper to cairy on the business of such
department, and shall, by written order, direct to be
procured for that purpose.

Detailed state- SEC. 20. nd be it further enacted, That it shall be
ment of the man- the ‘duty of the Sceretary of the Senatb, at the com-
ner in which the
contingent funds Mencement of every regular session of Congress, to
have been ex- yeport to the Senate, and of the Clerk of the House of
peuded to be re-

ported 9 Con- Represematwes to report to the House, and of the head
gFons
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of each depariment to report to Congress, a detailed
statement of the manner in which the contingent fund
for each House, and of their respective departiments, and
for the bureau and offices therein, has been expended,
giving the names of every person to whom any portion
thereof has been paid; and if for anything furnished, : ;
the quantity and price ; and if for any services rendered,
the nature of such service, and the time employed, and
the particular occasion or cause, in brief, that rendered
such service necessary; and the amount of all former
appropriations in such case on hand, either in the 'rea-
sury or in the hands of any disbursing officer or agent.
And they shall require of the disbursing officers, acting
under their direction or authority, the return of precise
and anadlytical statements and receipts for all the moneys
which have been, from time to time, during the next
preceding year, expended by them ; and the results of
such returns, and the sums total shall be communicated
annually to Congress, by the said officers, respectively.
AprprovED, August 26, 1842,

%

=+ AN ACT

'Regulating the currency of foreign coins in the United States.

Part of Sec. 1. Be it enacted, That from and after After the 10th
the passage of this act, foreign gold and silver coins ?(frei‘;‘grél&dlg‘;ﬁ
shall pass current as money within the United States, silver coins to be
and be a legal tender for the payment of all debts and fhlgg‘;g‘;g‘i‘;’tfz}
demands, at the several and respective rates following, all debts and de-
and not otherwise, viz : 'The gold coins of Great Britain mands, ‘;Liﬁ'el:i‘:
and Portugal, of their present standard, at the rate of &o., &c.p
one hundred cents for every twenty-seven grains of the
actual weight thereof; the gold coins of France, Spain, _Rates of for-
and the dominions of Spain, of their present standard, ®&" &-ld-
at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven
grains and two-fifths of a grain of the actual weight
thereof ; Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of one hun-
dred cents for each, the actual weight whereof shall not
be lees than seventeen pennyweighis and seven grains, -
and in proportion for the parts of a dollar; crowns: of .

France, at the rate of one hundred and ten cents for

Rates of for-
eign silver coing,
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each crown, the actual weight whereof shall not be Tess
than ewh!een pennyweights and seventeen grains, and
in propomon for the parts of a crown. -

APPROVED, ﬂprzl 10, 15806. -

AN ACT
Reculaung the value of certain foreign s1lver coins w1th1n the
United States.

Certain silver SEC. 1.” Be it enacted, & ¢., That from and after the
eoin to pass by passage of this act, the followmg silver coins shall be
wlo f the legal value, and shall pass current as mone

0 g n all p irre noney
within the United c4tates, by tale, for the payment of all
debts and demands, at the rate of cne hundred cents to
the dollar; that is to say, the dollar of Mexico, Peru,
Chili, and Central America, of not less weleht thau
four hundred and fifteen grains each, and those re-
stamped in Brazil, of the like weight, of not less finéness
than ten ounces, fifteen pennyw excrhts of pure silver im
the Troy pound of twelve ounces of standard silver,
and the five franc pieces of France, when of ‘nof less
fineness than ten ounces and sixteen pennyweights in
twelve ounces Troy weight of standard silver,; and
weighing not less than three hundred and elghty -four
grains each, at the rate of ninety three cents each.

- APPROVED, June 25, 1834.

AN ACT

Regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins wnlrm the
United States.,

Siandard and  SEC. 1. Be it enacted, §c., That from and after t.he_ |
weight uf coins.  thirty-first day of July next, the following gold coins
. shall pass as current within the United States, and be
receivable in all payments, by weight, for payment of -

all debts and demands, at the rates followmg, that is te

say : The gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal and

Brazil, of not less than twenty-two carats fine, at the

rate of ninety-four cents and eight-tenths of a cent per -
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- pennyweight ; the gold coins of France nine-tenths’
fine, at the rate of ninety-three cents and one tenth ofa .
cent per pennyweight; and the gold coins of Spain,
Mexico, and Colombia, of the fineness of twenty carats
three grains and seven-sixteenths of a grain, at the

rates of eighty-nine cents and nine-tenths of a cent per
pennywewht a

APPROVED, June 28, 1834.

AN ACT
.upplementary to the act enmled “ An. act establlshlwEr a Mint
- and regulatmg the coms of the United bta;es 7

Sec 9. JAnd be it furﬂzer enacted That of the silver Weightofsilver
eoins, the dollar shall be of the wewht of four hundred °* :
and twelve and one-half grains ; the half.dollar of the
‘weight of two hundred and six and one-fourth grains ;
the quarter-dollar of the weight of one hundred and
one-eighth grains ; the dime, or tenth partof a dollar, of
the weight of forty-one and a quarter grains; and the
- half-djme, or twentieth part of a dollar, of the weight :

of twenty grains and five-eights of a grain. And that]egf“‘t‘;‘;’dg‘:f‘“
~ dollars, half dollars, quarter-dollars, dimes, and half-
dimes, shall be legal tenders of payment accoxdmg to
their nominal value for any sums whatever.

Snc 10. And bLe ztfurt/ter enacted, That of the gold Weight of gold
coins, the weight of the eagle shall be two hundred and s
fifiy- e‘ght grains; that of the half eagle, one hundred
and twenty-nine grains; and of the quarter-eagle, sixty-
four and one-half grains; and that for all sums whatever, _
the eagle shall be a legal tender of payment for ten dol- a‘ﬁ‘;’g‘;‘l";;’;fdz;b“
lars; the half-eagle for five dollars ; and quarter eagle '

- for two and a half dollars ’

Skc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the silver Gold and dilver
coins heretofore issued at the mint of the United States, jssued to be a
~and the gold coins issued since the thirty-first day of legal tender.

. July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, shall

. continue to be legal tenders of payment for their nomi-

- nal values, on the same terms as if they were of the .
- ¢oinage prov1ded for by this act. »
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Weight of cop-  Smc. 12. And be ¢ further enacted, That of the

oI Goms- copper coius, the weight of a cent shall be one hundred

and sixty-eight grains, and the weight of the half cent

eighty four grains. And the cent shall be considered of

- the value. of one hundredth part of a dollar, and the

- half-cent of the value of two hundredth parts of a dollar..
ApprOVED, January 18, 1837.

AN ACT

=

To provide more effectually for the settlement of accounts
between the United States and receivers of public moneys.®

Where Reve Sec. 5. That where any revenue officer, or other
mue officers or Person, hereafter becoming indebted to the United
sther  persons States, by bond or otherwise, shall become insolvent, or

b insol- | :
vent  or when Where the estate of any deceased debtor, in the hands

:ll;e esta:le gfgny of executors or administrators, shall be insufficient to
& insuficient Pay all the debts dne from the deceased, the debt due to
fﬁg-,{}le debt due the United States shall be first satisfied ; and the priority
Beo first satisfied. D€rEbY established shall be deemed to extend, as well as
to cases in which a debtor, not having sufficient property
to pay all of his debts, shall make a voluntary" assign-
-ment thereof, or in which the estate and effects of an
absconding, concealed, or absent debtor, shall be attach-
ed by processof law, as to cases in which an act of legal

- bankruptcy shall be committed.

APPROVED, Ma}'ch 3, 17’97. N

Fa

JOINT RESOLUTION

Au'thc}riziz_ng the Postmaster General of the United States to eon-
tract with railroad companies in certain cases without adver-
tising for proposals therefor. ' )

_ Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep_resenld-
twes of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That the Postmaster General be, and he

*See sec. 13, page 33, act of 1836, as to the priority of pay-
ment to the United States. ' :
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hereby i 1s, autherized to make and enter into contracts ;\“ﬂtmngth
~with any railroad company for the transmission of the miread. -
mail; without advertising for bids on such rallroads as '

aow requued by law. -
| AP"PROVFD February 20, 1845

© AN ACT

“To pronde for the transportation of the mail between the Uni-
ted States and foreign countries, and for other purposes.

SEC 1. Be'it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representafwes of the United States of America in
‘Congoress assembdled, 'T'hat the Postmaster General of Postmaster Gen-

the United States be and he is hereby authorized, un- ¢l to makecon- |

. . . . e tracts.
der the restrictions and provisions of the existing laws to

<contract for the transportation of the United States mail
between any of the -ports of the United States and a
port or ports of any foreign power, whenever, in his
opinion, the public interest will thereby be promoted ;
and it shall be his duty to report to the next ensuing  To report the
‘Congress a copy of each of said contracts, with a state- same ta Con—

ment of the amount of postage derived under the same, 8"
as far as the returns of the department will enable hlm
to do. And such contracts may be made, if it shall ap-
Time for which _

pear to the Postmaster General to be reqmred by the ihey may be

public interest, for any greater period than four years, made.
and not exneedmcr ien years.

Skc. 2. And be it Surther enacted, That all such con- Contracts to be
tracts shall be made with citizens of the United States, mode withAmer. J

? ican citizens and

and the mail to be transported in American vessels, by mail to be trans— §
American citizens. Each contract entered into under ported in Ameri-

. . can vessels.
- the provisions of this act, besides the usual stipulations

for the right of the Postmaster General to discontinue May be diseon- |

the same, shall contain the further stipulation that it [2est by Join8 §

may, at-any time, be terminated by a JOlnt resolutlon of Congress.
‘the two Houses of Congiess.

Sec. 3. And be it furl/zer enacted, 'That the rates of Rates of postage.
- postage to be charged and collected on all letters, pack-
ages, newspapers, and pamphlets, or other prmted mat-
ter, between the ports of the United States and the ports
of f01e1gn governments enumerated herein, transported

4




Between thve»U
8. and EkEngland
or France.

Between the U.
S. and the West
India Islands and

~ Gulf of Mexico.

-

Persons not al-
lowed to carry
letters, &c., in
vessels employ-
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in the United States mail under the provisions of this-
act, shall be as follows: Upon all letters and packages
not exceedmc one-half ounce in weight, between any of
the ports of the United States and tlre ports of England
or France, or any other foreign poit not less than Three
thousand miles distant, twenly -four cents, with the inland
postage of the United States added, w hen sent through
the United States mail to or from the post office at a port
of the United States; upon lettets and packets over
one-half an ounce in weight, and not exceeding one
ounce, forty-eight cents; and for every additional half

'ounce or fraction of an ounce, fifteen cents; upon all

letters and packets not exceedmg one-half ounce, sent
through the United States mail between the ports of the
United States and any of the. West India islands, or
islands in the gulf of Mexico, ten cents; and twenty
cents upon letters and packets not exceeding one ounce;
and five cents for every additional half ounce or frac-
tion of an ounce ; upon each newspaper, pamphlet,and
price current, sent in the mail between the United States
and any of 'the ports. and places above enumerated,
three cents, with Inland United States postage added
when the same is transported to or from said port of the
United States in the United States mail.

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That i( shall not
be lawful for any person to carry or transport any letter,
packet, newspaper, or printed circular or price current,

- ed to transport (except newspapers in use, and not intended for circu-.

the mail.

Penaslty.

. Penalty for
sounterfeiting
the post oflice
stamp.

lation in the country to which such vessel may be
bound,) en board the vessels that may hereafter (rans-.
port the United States mail, as provided for in this act ;
and for every violation of this provision, a penalty of
five hundred dollars is hereby imposed, to be recovered
by presentment, by informaliion, or qui fasm action—one
half for the use of the lnformer and the other half for
the use of the Post Office Department.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any per-
son or persons shall forge or counterfeit, or shall utter
or use knowingly, any counterfeit stamp -of the Post
Office De¢partment-of the United States issued by au-
thority of.this aet, or by any other act of Congress,
within the United States or the post office stamp of any
foreign Government, he shall be adjudged guilty of fel-
ony, and on conviction thereof in any court having ju-

-
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risdiction of the same, shall undergo a confinement at

“hard labor for any length of time not less than two

years, nor more than ten, at the discretion of -the court,
SEec. 6. And be it furlller enacted, That the Post- . Consuls in for-

eign countries to-

" master General or the Secretary of State, be, and he 18 pay postage om

hereby, authorized to empower the consuls of the Uni- letters for U. S.
ted States to pay the foreign postage of such letters,
destined for the United Statcs, as may be detained at
the ports of foreign countries for the non-payment of .
postage ; which postage shall be by the consul marked T be collected
as paid by him, and the amount thereof shall be col- 2 g wbs a‘;:l‘d o
lected in the United States, as other postage, on the suls.
delivery of the letters, and 1epa1d tosaid consul, or credl-
ted on his account at the State Department. : :
Sec. 7. And be it Surther enacted, That the Post- Preference to be
master General shall, in all cases of offers to contract given to stenm-

ships in maki
for carrying the mail between any of the ports of the contracts. e

United States and any foreign port or place, give the

preference to such bidder f01 the contract as shall pro-

pose to carry the mail in a steam ship or ships, and the Said steamships
said contractor stipulaling to deliver said ship or ships o be delvered
to the United Siates, or to their proper officer, upon de- Siates.
mand made, for the purpose of being converted into a

vessel or vessels of war; the Uniled States being bound, =~ The owners
on their part, to pay to said owner or owners the fair full valis therefor.
value of -every such ship or vessel at the time of such

delivery; said value to be ascertained by four appraisers b Value, how to-
to be appointed, two by the President -of the United *®25°°"®8¢
States, and two by the owner or owners; and in case of

disagreement among said appraisers, the President of -

. the United States to select and appoint an umpire, Who

shall fix the value. : e
SEec. 8. And be it furtber enacled, That the Post- Transportation-

master General may, if he shall deem it to be for. the ofthe mailin the

Gulf of Mexico
publlc interest, make contracts to continue not exceed- j, stec;me,:fw v

ing ten years, for the transportation of the mail from

place to place in the United States in steamboats by
sea and on the Gulf of Mexico and on the Mississippi
river from the mouth thereof up to the city of New Or- - o

“leans, on. the conditions spemﬁed in the last pxecedmO‘

secuon of this act.
SO APPROVED, March3 1845.
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AN ACT

e &

e

To reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and con'ect the
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of
~ frauds on the revenues of the Post Office Department.

After 1st July Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
'(‘;:T:g?;rsnber: oA sentatives of the United States of America in Con-

delegates may, &7€SS assembled, "That, from and after the first day of

. during  recess,

g tecess, July next, members of Congress and delegates from

“mot over two Territories may receive letters not exceeding two ouncesg

guncesin weight in weight, free of postage, dmmor the recess of Con-

. gress, any than' to the contrary in this act notwithstand-

Franking privi- g ; and the same franking privilege which is granted
1;:5; fgrrgggeeitto by this act to the members of the two houses of Con-
gress, Is hereby extended to the Vice President of the

United Siates ; and in lien of the rates of postage now
established by law, there shall be charged the followmg;
Postage on let- Tates, viz: For every single letter, in manuscript, or
ders. paper of any kind, by or upon which information shall
be asked for or commnmcated in writing, or by marks

-and signs, conveyed in the mail, for any “distance under

BN three hundred miles, five cems, and for any distance
over three hundred mnleq ten cents; and for a double
letter there shall be chamed double these rates ; and for
a treble letter, treble: these rates; and for a quwdruple
letter, quadnuple these rates ; and every letter or parcel
not exceedmﬁ' half an ounce in weight, shall be deemed
a single letter, and every additional welcrht of half an
ounce, or additional weight of less than half an ounce,
shall be charged with an additional single postage.

Parcels.

Dropletters.  And all drop lettere, or letters placed in any post office,

not for transmission by mail, but for dehvery -only, shall
be charged with postage at the rate of two cents eaeh.
te41'_1:1‘781'&1%(1 let- And all letters which shall hereafter be advertised as re-

) maining over in any post office shall, when delivered

out, be charged with the costs of advertising the same
in addition to the regular postage, both to be accounted
for as other postaces now are.

Postage on OEC. 2. And be it further enacfed That all news-
mewspapers.  papers of no greater size or superfices than nineteen
‘hundred square inches, may be tranemitted through the
mail by the editors or publishers thereof, to all stbscri-
bers or other persons within thirty miles of the city,
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town, or other place in which the paper is or may be
printed, free of any charge for postage whatever ; and
all newspapers of and under the size aforesaid, which
shall be conveyed in the mail any distance beyond
thirty miles from the place at which the same may be
printed, shall be subject to the rates of postage charge-
able upon the same under the thirtieth section of the act
of Congress, approved the third of March, one thousand
-eight hundred and twenty-five, entitled “ An act o re-

duce into one the several acts for establishing and regu-.

lating the Post Office Department;” and upon all
newspapers of greater size or superficial extent than
nineteen hundred square inches, there shall be charged
and collected the same rates of postage as are prescribed
by this act to be charged on magazines and pamphlets.

SEec. 3. Jnd be it further enacted; That all printed
or lithographed circulars and handblll or ‘advertise-
ments, printed or lithographed, on quarto post or single
cap paper, or paper not larger than single cap, folded
“directed, and unsealed, shall be charged with poslage
at the rate of two cents for each sheet, and no more,
whatever be the distance the same may be sent; and all
pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and every other kind
and deacrlpuon of printed or other matter, (except
newspapers,) which shall be unconnected with any
manuscript communication whatever, and which 1t is
or may be lawful to transmit by the mail of the United
States, shall be charged with postage at the rate of two
and a half cents for each copy seunt, of no greater weight
than one ounce, and one cent addluonal qhall be charged
for each additional ounce of the weight of every such
pamphlet, magazine, matter, or thing, which may be

transmitted through the mail, whatever be the distance

the same may be transported ; and any fractional excess

Postage on print-
ed circulars,
handbills, or ad~-
vertisementa.

Pamphlets me-
gazines, and pe-
riodicals.

of not less than one-half of an ounce in the weight of any

such matter or thing, above one or morg ounces, shall
be charged for as if said excess amounted to a full
ounce.

Sec. 4. And be it furtlzer enacted, That the Post-
master General be, and he is hereby authonzed upon
all mail routes over or upon which the amount of mat-
“ter usually transported, or which may be offer.-d or de-
posited in the post office, or pust offices for transporta-
tion, is or may become so great as to threaten maierially

Letter mail may
be separated
from the other
mail, in certaim
ca<es, for expe-
dition.

U
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to retard the progress or endangel ‘the security of the
* letter mail, or to cause any considerable augmentation
of the cost of transporting the whole mail at The present
rate of speed, to provide for the separate and more se-
cure conveyance of the letter mail, at a speed at least
equal to that at which the mail is now transported over
such route, taking care to allow in no case of any greater
‘delay in the transportauon of the other matters and
things to be transported in the mail on any such route
than may appear to be absolutely necessary, regard be-
ing had to the cost of expediting its transportation, and
the means at h]S disposal or under his control for cffect-

ing the same.
;.V‘h?’jjeﬂiﬁgrzg‘ Sec. 3. And be it furﬂzer enacted, That the twenty-
1825 and other S€EVenth section of the act of Conmeqs entitled ¢ An act
acts  granting {o reduce into one the several acts for establis shing and
Bzf,f.leﬁldtzef& regulating the Post Office -Department,” approved and
letters free - of signed the third day -of March, inthe year one thousand
23?‘“g°' repeal- eight hundred and twenty-five, and all other acts and
parts of acts granting and confenmg upon any person
whatsoever the right or privilege to receive and transmit
through the mail, , free of postage, letters, packets, news-
- papers, penodlcals or other matters, be, and the same

_ ~are heneby, utterly abrogated and lepealed :

Officers of Gov-  Sgc. 6. And be it furt}zer enacted, "That from and
ﬁiﬁme“‘frﬁ‘;’;ﬁigg after the passage of this act, all OﬂiLeIS of the Govern-
privilege to keep nent of the United States, heretofore having the frank-
age. of Post- ino privilege, shall be authorized and nequued to keep
an account of all postage charged to and pavable by
them, respectively, upon letfers, packacrcs or other mat-
ters received through the mail, touching the duties or bu-
Baid aceount to siness of their respecuve otﬁces and said accounts for
233’;‘;‘3,333;‘;;}5 postage, upon being duly verified by said officers respec-
fund. tively, shall be allowed and paid quarter-yearly,out of the
- contingent fund of the bureau ordepartment. to which
: the officers aforesaid may respectively belong or be at-
Ascistant Post- tached.  An8 the three Assistant Postmasters General
T here aouaai shall be entitled to have remitied by the Posimaster in
en business let- YWashington all postage charged upon lelters, packages,
- Wrsremitted. other matter, received by lhem r’eepecuvelv, through
the mail, tom,hmcr the business of the Post Office De-
partment orthe pamcular branch of that business com-
®ame authorized Mitted to them, respectively ; and each of the said As-

% transmit lot- gistant Postmasters General shall be, and hereby is,
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authorized to transmit through the mail, free of postage, ters Wbmm ~

any letters, packages, or other matters relating exclu- r“_"

sively to his official duties, or to the business of the - S

Post Office Departmem,,bnt ke shall, in every such Letters to be on-

case, enderse on the back of the letter or package so to gOFSEd “ official

be sent free of postage, over his own s:gnature, the ~"oRes

words ‘“ official business.” And for any such endorse- Penalty for false

ment falsely made, the person so offending shall forfeit endorsement.

and pay three hundned dollars.. And the several depu- Deputy pestmas-

ty postmasters throughout the United States. shall be ters 1o be paid

authoerized to (,harcre, and have ailowed to them in the gi:?gu(;;bm

scttlement of their accounts with the Post Office De-

partment, all postage which they may have paid or had

charged to them, respectively, for letters, packages, or

other watters received by them on the bu'amess of their -

respective offices, or of the Post Office Department, upon -

a verification on oath of their accounts for the same,

and the transmission of the charged letters as vouchers; . ,,

and the several deputy postmastexb shall be, and herebv Same authos-

are, authorized to send through the mail, fiee of post- {f;‘ingsm;::g: :

age, all letters and packages w hich it may be their duty, free.

or they may have occasion to transmitto any pcrson or

place, and which shall relate exclusively to the business-

of their respective offices, or to the business of the Post L , |

. 1 ettors to be en-

Office Department ; but in every such case the deputy o105 5 >e o5

postmaster sending any such létter or package shall en- fice business.”

dorse (hereon, over his own sighature, the words ¢ Post

Office bubmess.” Aad for any and every such endorse- Penalty for false -
endorsemens

ment falsely made, the peison making the same shall "

forfeit and pay three hundred dofiars. And when the - Commissions

commissions of any postmaster amount to less than ' FPostmastem

twenty-five dollars per annum, it shall be lawful for the

Postmaster General t9 increase the rate of his commis-

sions, provxded that they do not exceed fifty per ceut. on

letter postage accruing at such office, and the Postmas.  Accounts fo be
kept of postage

ter General is hereby lequ1red to cause accounts to be that would be

kept of the postage that would be charg@able’ at the chargeabls  om -
all matier paw

rates prescribed in this act upon all matter passing free ging froe.

through the mail according to the provisions of this act;

and the sums thus chargeable shall be paid to the Post S:msieharsedb

Office Department from-the contingent funds of the two ~° %% |

Houses of Congress, and of the other deparlments of

the Government for which such mail service may have
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been performed, and where there is no such fund that

- they be paid out of the T'reasury of the United States.
. s%f J.nor;mteh SEc. 7. And be_it further enacted, That the act of
B {orce. Congress entitled ¢ An act authonzmg the Governors of

the several States to transmit by mail certain books and
decuments,” approved June the thirtieth, one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-four, shall remain and con-
ticue in full force, any thing hereinbefore to the con-
Members of (rary notwithstanding; and the members of Congress,
:;;5,"’;26,23;,‘?,, the delegates from ‘'Territories, the Secretary of the
of the Senate, Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives,
E}e"}{gg,e‘;‘;’;};e shall be, and they are hereby, authorized, to trans-
tives, authorized mit, free of postage,to any post office within the United
to trangmit pub- St.ates or the Territories thereof; any documents which
free of postage. have been or may be printed by order of either Hcouse
of Congress, any thmc in thls law to the (,ontLaly not-
: rithstanding.

Franking privi-  Sec. 8. And be zlfuri/w; enacted That each meém-
loge granted o her of the Senate, each member of the House of Rep-
gress, delegates, resentatives, and each delegate from a Territory of the
:tee"’"’;;’dy oot United States; the Secretary of the Senate, and the
House of Repre- Clerk of the House of Representatives, may, during
centatives. each session of Congress, and for a period of thirty days
Limitation. before the commencement and thirty days after the end

| - of each and every session of Congress, send and receive
~ through the mail, free of postage, anyletter newspaper,

Poetacre charged or packet not e*(cpedmO‘ two ounces in weight; and all
:;}mb{‘;’éf:;tg;‘ postage charged upon any letters, packages, petitions,
Members, snd memorials, or other matters or thmds received during
g‘ﬂ:i‘;ﬁ;mgfﬁf any session of Congress by any Senator, member or
to be paid ont of delegale of the House of Representatives, touchmg his
sontingent fund. official or legislative duties, by reason of any excess of

weight above two ounces, of the matter or thing so re-
-ceived, shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the
House of which the person receiving the same may be

Anthorized 1o & member. And they shall have the right to frank
frank their own Written lettefs from themselves durmg the whole year,
Twers el the a5 now authorized by law.

Private expres- . SEC. 9. -And be f urther enacted, That it shall not
g0s Jor letters be lawful for-any person or persons to establish any pri-
e onres. " Vale express or expresses for the conveyance, nor in any

, manner to cause (o be conveyed, or provide for the con-
veyance er transportation, by regular trips, or at stated

~ periods or iatervals, from one city, town, or other place,
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to any other city, town, or place, in the United States,

between and from and to which cities, towns, or other

places, the United States mail is reorularly transported,

under the authority of the Post Office Department, of

any letters, packets, or packages of letters, or other mat-
properly transmitiable in the United  States mail,

except newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and per‘iodi-

cals; and each and every person olfcndin'g"a&aimt this  Penalty for of

provmon or aiding and assisting therein,or acting as such fending.

private express, shall for each time any letter or letters,

packet or packages, or other matter properly transmitta-

ble by mail, except newspapers, pamphlets, magazines,

and periodicals, shall or may be, by him, her, or them,

or through hxs, her, or their means or mstrumentallty,

in whole or in part, conveyed or transported contrary to

the true intent, spirit, and meaning of this section, for-

feit and pay the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars.

Sec. 10.. And ke it further. enacted, That it shall Mailable matter
not be lawful for any stage coach, railroad car, steam- 23‘;‘;3?:3;‘,“,3:
boat, packet boat, or other vehicle or vessel, nor any of ular mail route
the owners, managers, servants, or crews of ellher which °“¥;":‘$§u than.
regulaily pe:fonm tvps at stated periods on a post route, )
or between two or more cities, towns, or other places
from one to the other of which the United States mail
i1s regularly conveyed under the authority of the Post"

Office Department, to transport or convey, otherwise

than in the mail, any letter or leiters, packet or pack-

ages of letters, or other mallable_matter whatsoever, ex

cept such as may have relation to some part of the cargo‘ Exceptione.
of such steamboat, packet boat, or other vessel, or to

some article at the same time conveyed by the same -
slage coach, raliroad car, or other vehicle, and ex-.
cepting also, newspapers, pamphlets magazines, and
periodicals ; and for every such offence, the owner or
owners of the stage coach, laﬂroad car, steamboat,

packet boat, or other vehicle or vessel, chall forfeit and P‘m‘“‘"'
pay the sum of one huandred dollarb, alld the driver,
captain, conductor, or person having charge of any

such stage coach, railroad car, st.eamboat packet boat,

or other vehicle or vessel, at the time of the commission

of any such offence, and who shall not at that time be

the owner thereof, in. whole or in part, shall, in like
manner, forfeit and pay, il every such case of oﬁ'ence, :

the sum of fifty dollars. :
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Penalty for  Spc. L1. And be it furlher enacted, That the owner -
transporting per- .

sons engaged in OF owners of every stage coach, rallroad car, steamboat,

carrying mail or other vehicle or veesel which shall, with 'the knowl-

e oater ™™ edge of any owner or owners, in ‘whole or in part, or

with the knowledge or connivance of the driver, con-

ductor, captain, or “other person having charge of any -

such stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, or other vessel

“or- vehlcle, convey or transport any person or persons

acling or employed as a private express for the convey-

-~ ance of letters, packets, or packages of letters, or other

‘mailable ‘matter, and actually in possession of such

mailable matter, for the purpose of transportation, con-

trary to the spirt, true intent, and meaning of the pre-

ceding sections of this law, shall be sub]ect to the like

fines and penalties as are hereinbefore provided-and di-

rected in the case of persons acting as such private ex-

presses, and of persons employing the same ; but nothing

Carrying of let- in this act contained shall be construed to prohibit the

ki ﬁ'f&dls’ﬁrvﬂﬂ: conveyance or transmission of letters, packets, or pack-

eut compensa- ares, or other matter, to any part of the United States, by
tion, not prohibi-

tod. private hands,no compeunsation being tendered orreceived
Special meseen- therefor in any way, or by a cpemal messenger employ-
gers. ed only for the single pamculan occasion.

Peaalty for Skc. 12. JAnd be it Surther enacted, That a]l per-

wansmitiing, by ons whatsoever who shall; after the passaae of this act,
private express
D s forbiiden transmit by any private express or other means by this act

" by this aet. declared to be unlawful, any letter or letters, package or
packages, or other mallable matter, excepting newspa-
pers, pamphlets, magazines, and penodlcals, or who shall
place or cause to be deposited at any appointed place,
for the purpose of being transported by such unlawful

- -means, any matter or. thmg properly transmittable by -
mail, excepting neavspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and
peuodncals or who shall deliver any such matter, ex-
cepting newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and peri-
“odicals, for transmission to any agent or agents of -
such unlawfu® expresses, shall, for each and every of-

S fence, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars. ~

“Franemission of OEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That nothmg

letters by steam- jp this act contained shall have the eﬁ'ect or be con- -

oats uuder act

of 3d March, Strued (o prohibit the conveyance or transpo:tatlon of

;??ei not probi- Jetters by steamboats, as authorized by the sixth section
of the act entitled ‘‘ An act to reduce into one the sev- -
eral acts for establishing and regulating the Post Office .
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Department, approved the third of March, one thousand

eight hundred and twenty five ;> Provided, That the

requirements of said sixth section of said act be strictly
complied with, by the delivery, within the time specified
‘by said act, of all letters so conveyed, not relating to
the cargo, or some part thereof, to the postmaster or
-other authorized agent of the Post Office Department at
the port or place to which =aid letters may be directed,
-or intended to be delivered over from said boat ; and the
postmaster or other agent of the Post Office Department
shall charge and collect upon all letters or other mail-
able matter, so delivered to him, except newspapers,
pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, the same rates of
postage as would have been charged upon said letters
bad they been transmitted by mail from the port or place
at which they were placed on board the steamboat from
which they were received ; but it is hereby expressly
provided, that all the pains and penalties provided by
this act, for any violation of the provisions of the elev-
enth section of this act, shall attach in every case to
any steamboat, or to the owners and persons having
<harge thereof, the captain, or other person having charge
of which shall not, as aforesaid, comply with the re-
quirements of the sixth section of the said law of one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. And no post-
master shall receive, to be conveyed by the mail, any
packet which shall weigh more than three pounds.
Sec. 14. And be it further enacled, That the Post-
master General shall have power, and he is hereby "au-
thoerized, to contract with the owners or commanders of
any steamboat plying upon the Western or other waters
of the United States, for the transportation of the mail
for any length of time or number of trips, less than the
time for which coniracts for transporting the mail of the

Provito : re-
quirements of
‘6th section, of
act of 3d March,
1825, to be com~
plied with,

Penalties provid-
ed in this act to
attach to cap-
tains or owners
of steamboata
who do not com-
ply with require-
ments of 6th seg~
tion, act 1825.

No packet
weighing over 3
pounds to be sent
by mail.

Postmaster Gen-
eral authorized
to contract with
owners of steame.
boats for convey-
ing the mail
without previous
advertisement.

United States are now -usvally made under existing

laws, and without the previous advertisements now re-
quired before entering into such contracts, whenever in
his opinion the public interest and convenience will be
promoted thereby : Provided, That the price to be paid
for such eervice shall in no case be greater than the

Provizo ; price
limited,

average rate paid for such service under the last preced-

ing or then existing regular contract for transporting
the mail upon the .route he may so for a less time con-
tract for the transpertation of the mail upon.

b | a8
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What constitutes  SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, 'That ¢ maila-—
“ maijsble mat- hle matter,” and ¢ matter properly transmittable by-
ec. “mail,” shall be deemed and taken to mean all letters and
- newspapers,and all magazinesand pamphlets periodical-
ly publisked, or which may be published in regular series.
or in successive numbers, under the same title, though
at irregular intervals, and all other written or printed
matter whereof each copy or number shall not exceed
eight ounces in weight, except bank notes, sentin pack-
ages or bundles, without wiitten letters accompanying
them ; but bound books, of any size, shall not be held
to be included within the meaning of these terms. And
any packet or packets, of whatever size or weight, being
made up of any such mailable matter, shall subject alt
persouns concerned in transporting the same to all the
penalties of this law, equally as if it or they were not
‘Transportation SO Made up into a packet or packages. But nothing in
of books, maga- this act contained shall be so construed as to prohibit
g‘,“;g;';'g;‘;g::’ any person whatever from transporting, or causing to be
intended for sale transported, over any mail route, on any read or way
;zt';‘gﬁﬁ{‘e‘zﬁe’ parallel thereto, any books, magazines, or parnphlets, or
| newspapers, not marked, direcied, or intended for imme-
diate distribution to subscribers or others, but intended
for sale as merchandise, and transported in the usuak
mode of transporting ‘merchandise over the particular
route used, and sent or consighed to some bona fide
Travellers may dealer or agent for the sale thereof; nor shall any thing
Dore books, P2 herein be construed to interfere with the right of any
their own use. traveller to have and take with him or her, for hisor heg
own use, any book, pamphlet, magazine or newspaper.
! Whatis under- SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That the term
stood by “‘news- ¢ newspaper,” hereinbefore used, shall be, and the saine
or is hereby defined to be, any printed publication, issued
in numbers, consisting of not more than two sheets, and
published at shoit stated intervals of not more than one
month, conveying intelligence of passing events, and
bona fide extras and supplements of any such publica-
Free exchangeof {ion. And nothing herein contained shall be so con- -
newspapers be- strned as to prevent the free exchange of newspapers
oot prcnibited.” between the publishers thereof, ided for undet
uot prohibited. en publishe reof, as provided for under
the twenty-ninth section of the act entitled ¢ An act to -
reduce inte one the several acts for establishing and -
regulating the Post- Office Department, approved the -
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-five.”

[
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Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all pecu- Penalties and
niary penalties and forfeitures, incurred under this act, forfeit nres under
shall be one half for the use of the person or perqom ,Ogoafo,,‘,’ﬁ,‘;m:,,
informing and prosecuting for the same, and the other 2rd_one-hulf e
half (o the use of the United States, and shall be paid
over to the Postmaster General, and aceounted for by
him as other moneys of the department ; and all causes  prosecution of
of action arising under this act, may be sued, and all offenders.
offenders against this act may be prosecuted, before the
justices of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts
of the several States and of the several Territories of
the United States, they having competent jurisdiction,
by the laws of such S:ates or Territories, to the rial of
‘claiis and demands of as great value, and of the prose-
cutions, where the punishments are of as great extent;
and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary, shall take
cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and execu-
tlon as'in other cases. -

Sx:c 18. And be it further enacted, 'That it shall be Contracts for
the duty of the Postinaster General in all future lettings raneporting iha
of contracts for the transpertation of the mail, to let the the lowest res.
same, in every case, to the lowest bidder, tendering suf- Porsible bidder.
ficient guaranties for faithful peiformance, without other
reference to the mode of such transportation than may
be necessary to provide for the due celerity, certainty,
and security of such transporiation ; nor shall any new ¢ a0 nat
contractor hereafter be required to purchase out, or tuke required to buy
‘at a valuation, the stock or vehicles of any previous out their prede-
contractor for the same route. And all advertisements
made under the orders of the Postmaster General, in a  Letters to be
newspaper or newspapers, of letters uncalled for in any 2dvertsed  ia
post office, shall be inscited in the paper or papers, of of largest circun
the town or place where the office adveriising may be {3;}'2;’9’ . place
situaled, having the largest circulation; pxovnded the ed1- is situated.
tor or editors of such paper or papers shall agree to 1nsert
the same for a price not greater than that now fixed by
law ; and in case of question or disptite as to the amount
of the circulation of any papers, the editors of which
may desire this advertising, it shall be the duty of the
postmdslel to receive eVIdence and decide upon the fact.

Sec. 19. And be it further enacled, That to insure, fr{;’;sPrg;"‘;“t;‘;
as far as may be practicablle, an equal and just rate of railroads.
compensation, according to the service performed,

among the several railroad companies in the Unued

LwWO newspapers, - -
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States, for the transportation of the mail, it shall be the
duty of the Postmaster General to arrange and divide
the railroad routes, including those in which the service
is partly by railroad and partly by steamboats, into three
‘classes according to the size of the mails, the speed with
which they are conveyed, and the importance of the
service ; and it shall be lawful for him to contract for
conveying the mail with any such railroad company,
either with or without advertising for such contract:
 Praviens eom- £ 70vided, 'That, for the conveyance of the mail on any
| ponsatiow  limi- ratlroad of the first class, he shall not pay a higher rate
- wd. of compensation than is now allowed by law ; nor for
carrying the mail on any railroad of the second class, a
greater compensation than one hundred dollars per mile
per annum ; nor for carrying the mail on any railroad of
the third class, a greater compensation than fifiy dollars
per mile perannum. And in case the Postmaster Geneial
shall not be able to conclude a contract for carrying the
In case a con- Mall gn any of such railroad rouies, at a compensation not
kact cannot be exceeding the aforesaid maximum rates, or for what he -
milroad, how the May deem a reascnable and fair compensation for the ser-
mail may ba  yjce to be performed, it shall be lawful for him (o separate
transmiiteds 4 . . .-l .
the letter mail from the residue of the mail, and to con-
tract, either with or without advertising, for conveying
the letter mail over such route, by horse express or
otherwise, at the greatest speed that can reasonably be
obtained, and also to contract for carrying over such
route the residue of the mail, in wagons or otherwise,
Proviss: addi- at a slower rate of speed : Provided, That if one-half
sional allowance of the service, on any railroad, is required to be per-
when sent by . . .
night or swice » fOrMed in the night season, it shall ke lawful for the
day. - Postmaster General to pay twenty-five per cent. in ad-
dition to the aforesaid maximum rates of allowance:
And provided further, That if it shall be found neces-
saly (o convey over any railroad route more than two mails
daily, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General to
pay such additional compensation as he may think just
and reasonable, having reference to the service perform-
ed and the maximuin rate of allowance established by
_ this act.
Courts for trial  Spc. 20. And be it further enacted, That all causes
ef offenders . .. Ty .
sgainst this act. Of action arising under this act may be sued, and all
offenders against this act may be prosecuted, before any
circuit or district court of the United Stutes, or the Dis-
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trict of Columbia, or of the Territories of the United
States.

Src. 21. And be it further enacted, That for the 750,000 appro-
purpose of guarding against the possibility of any em- priated to guaré
barrassment in the opexatlons of the Post Office Depart- gimey in defi-
ment consequent upon any deficiency of the revenues revenues of Post

Office  Depart-
of said department which may be occasioned by the pen.
reduction of the rates of postage by this act made, there
be, and hereby is, appropriated the sum of seven hun-
dred and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any
money in-the T'reasury not otherwise appropriated, and
to be placed to the credit of the Post Otlice Department
in the Treasury of the United Siates, to be applied,
under the direction of the Postmaster Gt,nenal to sup-
plying any deficiency in the regular revenues from post.-
age, in the same manner as the revenues of said de-
pariment are now by law applied.

Sec. 22. And beit further enacted, That in case the Additional ap-
amount of postages collected from the rates of postage 22(}1?’:;&,?(.‘1133 for
prescribed by this act, with the annual appropriation revenues of the
from the Treasury of seven hundred and fifty thousand st Ofice:
dollars herein granted, shall prove insufficient to defray
the expense of the mail service throughout the United
States to an extent equal to what is now enjoyed by the
public, and also the expense of extending and enlarging
the same in due proportion with the increase and expan-
sion of the population, particularly in the new States
and Territories, the deficiency that may so arise shall
be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated : Provided, 'That the amount of eX- pryiso.
penditure for the Post Oilice Department shall not in
the entire aggregate, exclusive of salaries of officers,
clerks, and messengers, of the General Post Office, and
the contingent fund of the same, exceed the annual
amount of four million five hundred thonsand dollars.

Sec. 23. JAnd be it further enacted, That nothing in Fraaking privi—
this act contained shall be construed to repeal the laws {;gf,,ef,‘;,';';;;"fx{
heretofore enacted, granting the franking privilege to Presidents, Mra.
the President of the United States when in office, and ﬁ?;{'z;’;’;ﬂ,o;“‘.‘
to all ex-Presidents, and to the widows of the former ’

Presidents Madxson and Harrison.
ArpProVED, Murch 34, 1640.
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AN ACT
Establishing certain post roptes, and for other purp;)ses.. |

Postmaster Gen- SkC. 2. Jnrd be it further enacted, That the Post-
eral e i man master General be, and he is hereby, authorized to _con-
service in Fexas. tinue in operation such portions of the present mail ser-
vice in Texas, established under its former laws, upon
any of the foregoing routes, as he may deem expedient—
not, however, for a longer period than the thirtieth June,
eighteen hundred and fifty ; and to make contracts for
the appropriate mail service on any of the foregoing
routes, either without advertisement, where the same
can be effected at rates of compensation not exceeding
the average prices for like service in the other States of
this Unien, or upon advertisements for a less period than
twelve weeks, as he shall deem best for the public in-

- terests.

- Postmaster Gen-  Sgc. 3. JAnd be it further enacted,iThat the Post-

gral may pay master General be, and he is hereby, authorized o pay
in Texas for ser- Mail centractors in Texas for service duly performed by
vico perfurmed. them since the sixteenth day of February, eighteen
hundred and forty-six, and also officers employed in su-
perintending the mail service : Provided, however, That
such payment shall in no case exceed the compensation
agreed apon with the late authorities of 'I'exas : Praovi-
ded, also, 'That the several postmasters in Texas, ap-
pointed by the late Government of T'exas, shall duly
~account to and pay over to the Postmaster General of
- the United States all balances accrning at their offices,
respectively, from and after said sixteenth of February,
eighteen hundred and forty-six ; that is, all money col-
lected, or to be collected, for postages at their offices,
respectively, after deducting the commissions allowed
Postmasters in PY the law to postmasters in the United States. And it

Texastoaccount js hereby enacted and declared to be the duty of said
for and pay over

Provizs,

* %o the Possmas. PtSons and postmasters as aforesaid, in Texas, to ac-

- ser General all count for and pay over to said Postmaster General of the
. Balances, &c,

United States all said balances, in the manner and to
the extent required by the laws of the United States of
the several postmasters of the United States ; and the
like remedies and means of collecting, and enforcing
collection, by suit or otherwise, of said balances, are
hereby granted, as now exist by law against the post-
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masters of the United States. 'The same rates of post- 's:}:;e:st?nb::;ﬁf |
age are 10 be charged and collected in Texas as in other s;ates. |
States of this Union ; and all laws concerning the Post |
. . i
Oflice Departinent, and regulations thereof, are hereby |
«declared to have full effect and operation in said State i
from and afier said sixteenth of Iebruary aforesaid. . |
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the act es- f%‘e%eaé -Olféggt 1
tablishing certain post routes in Texas approved the 2,,tab°1,s_hmg post
-sixth of February, anno Domini ewhteen hundred and routes in ‘I'exas.
forty-six, be, and the same is hereby repealed.

ApPROVED, May 29, 1846.

AN ACT

“T'o provide for the better organization of the Treasury, and for
the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the
‘public revenue.

- Whereas, by the fourth section of the act entitled ““ An preqmble.
act to establish the 1'reasury Department,” approved
September two, seventeen hundred and eighty-nine,
it ‘was provided that it should be the duly of the
T'reasurer to receive and keep the moneys of the
United States, and to disburse the same upon warrants
drawn by the Secretary of the Treasury, counter-
signed by the Comptroller, and recorded by the Regis-
‘xel, and not otherwize : and whereas it is found ne-
cessary to make further provisions to enable the Trea-
surer thé better to carry into effect the intent of the

said section in relation to the receiving and disbursing
ithe moneys of the United States: Therefore—

[SEC. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Uniled States of JAmerica in ;
Congress assembled, That. the rooms prepared and . Treasury
~provided in the new "Iteasury building at the seat of ofthe U. S. de-
Government for the use of the Treasurer of the United signated:
States, his assistants, and clerks, and occupied by them,
and also the fire -proof vaults and safes erected in Suld
ryooms for the keeping of the public moneys in the pos-
gession and under the immediate control of said Trea-

- surer, and such other apartments as are provided for in
.this act as places of deposite of the public money;. are
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| hereby constituted and declared to be; the Treasury of
Monewbrp’ai(:lhe United States. And all meneys paid into - the same
into samesublect shall be subject to the draft of the Treasurer, drawn

to the draft of : b
the Treasurer. agreeably to appropriations made by law.

Philadelphiacng the United States, in the city of Philadelphia, in the
Pranch Mint ot Siate of Pennsylvania, and the branch mint in. the city
ew rleans < . ) . -
made places of Of New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, and the
deposite. vaults and safes thereof, respectively, shall be places of
deposite and safe keeping of the public moneys at those
Treasurers of PO11!8, 1€spectively ; and the treasurer of the said mint
the mint endand branch mint, respectively, for the time being, shall
branch mint to be assistant treasurers under the provisions of this act,
be assistant . - ) 5
treasurers, therr antd shall have the custody and care of all public moneys
powers & duties. deposited within the samme, and shall perform all the du-
ties required to be performed by them, in reference to
the receipt, safe.-keeping, transfer, and disbursements of
ail such moneys, according to the provisions herein-
after contained. |
Places of depo- OEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the rooms
site and asust- Which were directed to be prepared and provided within
for r'}?‘fs‘ifﬁ:; the custom-houses in the city of New York, in the State
and  Bosten, Of New York, and in the city of Boston, in the State of
thetr bowers and Massachusetts, for the use of receivers general of publie
' - moneys, under the provisions of the act entitled ““ Am
act to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer,
and disbursement of the public revenue,” approved July
~fourth, eighteen hundred and forty, shall be for the use
of the assistant treasurers hereinafter directed to be ap-
‘pointed at those places respectively ; as shall be alzo the
fire-proof vaulis and safes prepared and provided within
said rooms for the keeping of the public meneys collec-
ted and deposited with them respectively; and the as-
sistant treasurers, from time to time appointed at those
points, shall have the custody and care of the said rooms,
~ vaults, and eafes, respectively, and of all the public
moneys deposited within the same, and shall perform all
the duties required to be performed by them, in refer-
ence to the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse-
-ment of all such moneys, according to the provisions of
this act. . , , | »
Places of depo- SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the offices,
site and assist- i1}y gnitable and convenient rooms, which were direc-

ant Treasurers .
at  Charleston ted to be erected, prepared, and provided for the use of

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the mint of’

T
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receivers general of public money, at the expense of the and St. Louia,
United States, at the city of Charleston, in the Niate of fif,:;?“ersm
South Carolina, and at the city of St. Louis, in the
State of Missouri, under the act entitled “ An act to
provide for the collection, safe keeping, transfer, and -
disbursement of the public revenue,” approved July
fourth, eighteen hundred and foirty, shall be for the
use of the assistant treasurer hereinufter directed to be -
appointed at the places .above-named ; as shall be also
the fire proof vaults and safes erected withiin said offices
~and roorrs for the keeping of the public money collec-
ted and deposited at those points respectively ; and the
said assistant treasurers, fiom time to time appointed at
those places, shall have the custody and care of thesaid
offices, vaults, and safes, erected, prepared, and provided
as afo.resaid, and of all the public moneys deposited
within the same, and shall perform all the duties re-
quired to be performed by them, in reference to the re-
ceipt, safe-keeping, (ransfer, and disbursement of all such
moneys, according to the provisions hereinafier con-
tained.

Sec. 5. J2rd be it furt/:er enacted, That the Presi- Four assistant
-dent shall nominate, and by and with the advice and [Tessurers 10 be

ppointed, who
consent of the Senate appoint, four officers, to be de- chall hoid their
nominated ¢ assistant treasurers of the United States,”’ offices for four
which said officers shall hold their respective offices for Y%
the term of four years, unless sooner removed there-
from ; one of which shall be located at the city of New
York, in the State of New York ; one other of which yocationofas-
shall be located at the city of Boston, in the State of sistanttreasurers
Massachuserts; one other of which shall be located at
the city of Charleston, in the Siate of South Carolina;
and one other at St. Liouis, in the Siate of Missouri. And
all of which said officers shall give bonds to the United Shallgive bonds~
States, with sureties, according to the provisions herein-
after contained, for the faithfal discharge of the dutxes
of their respective offices.

Ske. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Trea- The treasurer,
surer of the United States, the treasurer of the mint of 2ssistant treasu-
: rers, snd other

the United States, the treasmers, and those acting as efficers having
such, of the vaitious branch mints, all collectors of the ”:]%hgus'&‘(’g’]e":
customs, all surveyors of the customs acting also as col- ?equlred to kegp
lectors, all assistant treasurers, all receivers of public the same safely,
moneys at the several land ofﬁces all postmasters, and fully & prompt-




-~ 74

3y to make such all public officers of whatsoever character, be, and they

- payments and
transfers as are

are hereby required to keep safely, without loaning,

‘required to be using, depositing in banks, or exchanging for other funds

made, &e.

than as allowed by this act, all the public money col-
lected by them, or otherwise at any time placed 1n their

- possession and cusmdy, till the same is ordered, by the

proper Department or officer of the Govemment to be
transferred or paid out ; and, when such orders for trans-
fer or payment are yeceived, faithfully and promptly to
make the same as directed, and to do and perform all

~other duties as fiscal agents of the Government which

Treasurer of

may be imposed by this or any other acts of Congress,
or by any-regulation of the Treasury Department made
in conformity to law ; and also to do and perform all
acts and duties |equned by law, or by direction of any
of the Executive Departments of the Government, as
agents for paying pensions, or for making any other
disbursements which either of the heads of those De-
partments may be required by law to make, and which
are of a character to be made by the depositaries hereby
constituted, consistently with the other official duties
imposed upon them. B

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Trea-

U. S., treasurers Surer of the United States, the treasurer of the mint of
of the mint and |he United States, the treasurer of the branch mint at

branch mint, and

assistant treasu-

New Orleans, and all the assistant treasurers hereinbe-

rers to  give fore directed to be appointed, shall respectively give

bond.

Secretary of
“Treasury 1o re-

-quire the several
other deposxta
ries to give

dbonds, &c.

bonds to the United States faithfully to discharge the
duties of their respective offices according to law, and
for such amounts as shall be directed by the Secretary
of the Treasury, with sureties to the satisfaction of the:
Solicitor of the Trewsury ; and shall, from time to time
renew, strengthen, and increase lheir cfficial bonds as
the Secretary of the 'T'reasury may direct, any law in
reference (o any of the official bonds of any of the said
officers (o the contrary notwithstanding.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacled 'That it shall be
the duty of the Secretary of tlie Treasu ry, at as early a
day as possible afier the passage of this act, to require
from the several depositaries hereby conetnuted -and
whose official bonds are not hereinbefore provided for,
to execute bonds, new and suitable in their terms, to

- meet the new and increased duties imposed upon them

respectively by this act, and with sureties and in sums
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‘such as shall seem reasonable and safe to the Salicitor

- of the Treasury ; and from time to time to require such  Such bonds

bonds to be renewed and increased in amount, and M2y be renews
strengthened,

~strengthened by new sureties, to meet any incieasing and increased.

responsnblhty which may grow out.of accumulations of

money in the bands of the depositary, or out of any

other duty or responsibility arlamg under this or any

other law of Congress.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all collec- ConectOT; Tﬁd
tors and receivers of public meney, of every character ;‘ifb"f,ze;?o‘,’,eytg
and description, within the District of Columbia, shall, pay over the
as frequently as they may be directed by the Seuetary oime, and W
of the Treasury, or the Postmaster General, so to do, pay
over to the Treasurer of the United States, at the Trea-
~sury, all public moneys collected by them, or in their
hands ; that all such collectors and receivers of public
moneys within the cities of Philadelphia and New Or-
leans shall, upon the same direction, pay over to the
treasurers of the mints in their respective cities, at the
said mints, all public moneys collected by them, or in-
their hands; and that all such collectors and receivers
of public moneys within the cities of New York, Bos-
ton, Charleston, and St. Louis, shall, upon the same
direction, pay over to the assistant treasurers, in their
respective cities, at their offices, respectively, all the pub-
lic moneys collected by them, or 1n their hands, to be
safely kept by the said respective depositaries until other-
wise dispused of according to law ; and it shall be the Secretary of
duty of the said Sec1exary and Postmaster General res- the Treasury &
pectively to direct such payments by the said collectors lllgf;{“if)‘e'dlgg;
and receivers at all the said places, at least as often as such payments.
once in each week, and as much more frequently, in all
cases, as they in their discretion may think proper.

Sec. 10. And Le it further enacted, 'That it shall be  Secretary of
Jawful fer the Secretary of the Treasu:y to transfer the %g‘i‘f“’{mﬂg};};
anoneys in the hands of any depositary hereby constitu- of the publie
ted to the Tieasury of the United Siates, to be there moneys.
safely kept, to the credit of the I'reasurer of the United
States, according to the provisions of this act ; and also
to transfer moneys in the hands of any one depositary
. constituted by this act to any other depositary constitu-

_ted by the same, at his discretion, and as the safety of
the public moueys, and the convenience of the public
service shall seem to him to require ; which authority

-
3
z
-
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The Postmaster tg transfer the moneys belonging to the Post Office De-
General author- c

ized to make Partment is also hereby conferred upon the Postmaster

transfers of mo- (General, so far as its exercise by him may be consistent

n bel
' b ,[?0‘;{’%’5 with the provisions of existing laws; and every deposi-

fice Department. fary constituted by this act shall keep his accountof the
Leeﬁp"s‘s;‘;’:fm;’ money paid to or deposited with him, belonging to the
and distinet ac- Post Office Department, separate and distinct from the
f,f’:;’;;s of the account kept by him of other public moneys so paid or
Post Office De- deposited. And for the purpose of payments on the
P asurer PUblic account, it shall be lawful for the Treasurer of
may | draw on the United States to draw upon any of the said deposi-
any deposiiary. ¢aries, as he may think most conducive to the public

mlerest or to the convenience of the public creditors, or

Depositaries to DOtH. And each depositary so drawn upon shall make

make rewurns to returns to the T'reasury and Post Office Departments of

the Treasury & all moneys received and paid by him, at such times and
partment, in such form as shall be directed by the Secretaly of the
Treasury or the Postmaster General.
o lﬁxgr::i:ag;‘:gz Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the Secre-
books, &e. of the LY ©f the T'reasury shall be, and he is hereby, author-
depositaries. ized to cause examinatiens to be made of the books, ac-
counts, and money on hand of the several depositaries
constituted by this act; and for that purpose to appoint
special agents, as occasion may require, with such com-

pensation, not exceeding six dollars per day and travel--

ling expenses, as he mfxy think reasonakble, to be fixed
and declared at the time of each appointment.  "T'he
agents selected to make these examinations shall be in-
structed to examine as well the books, accounts, and
returns of the officer, as the mcney on hand, and the
manner of its being kept, to the end that uniformity and
accuracy in the accounts, as well as safety to the public

moneys, may be secured thereby.
Additional ex- SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That, in addi-
gg‘ﬁ;ggfho““’ tion to the examinations provided for in the last preced-
ing section, and as a further guard over the public
moneys, it shall be the duty of each naval officer and
surveyor, as a check upon the assistant treasurers. or the
collector of the customs, of their respective districts; of
each register of a land office, as a check upon the re-
ceiver of his land office; and of the director and super-
intendent of each mint and branch mint, when separate
“officers, as a check 1pon the treasurers, respectively, of the
said mints, or the persons acting as such, at the close of

¢
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each quarter of the year, and as much more frequently
as they shall be directed by the Secretary of the I'rea-
sury to do so, to examine the books, accounts, returns,
and money on hand, of the assistant treasurers, collec-
tors, receivers cf land offices, treasureis of the mint,and
each branch mint, and persans acting as such, and to
make a full,accurate, and faithful retuin to the Treasury
Department of their condition. .

Sec. 13. And be it furiher enartea’ That the said  Necessary ex.
officers, respectively, whose duty it is made by this act penses for
to receive, keep, and disburse the public moneys, as the $orks, _chests,
fiscal agents of the Government, may be allowed any
necessary additional expenses for clerks, fire- ploof chests,
or vaulls, or other necessary expenses of safe keeping,
transferrmrr, and disbursing said moneys; all such ex- a1 such expen.
penses of every character (o be first expressiy attthorized ses oo ho first
by the Secietary of the Treasury, whose directions upon fhe O"Q‘f,creml:;
all the above subjects, by way of regulation and other- of the Treasury.
wise, =0 fur as authorized by law, are to be stricily fol-
lowed by all the said officers : Provided, T'hat the whole p
number of clerks to be appointed by virtue of this see-
tion of this act shall not exceed ten; and that the ag-
gregate couipensations of the whole number shall not
exceed eight thousand dellars ; nor shall the compensa-
tion of any one clerk so appointed exceed eight hundred
dollars per annum. .

SEec. 14. JAnud be it further enactpd That the Secre- Secretary of
tary of the Treasury may, at his discretion, transfer the Treacury =may
balances remaining with any of the preeent depositaries ces  remaining
to any other of the present depositaries, as he may deem é‘g;](‘mmn‘;;“"“‘
the safety of the public money or the public conveni-
ence may require : Provided, That nothing in this act
shall be so construed as to authorize the Secretany of the
Treasury to transfer the balaices remaining with any of
the present depositaries to the depositaries constituted by
this act befoie the first day of January next: And pro--
vided, That, for the purpese of paymeuts on public ac- p viso.
count, out of balances remaining with the present de-
poeltanes it shall be lawful for the Treasurer of the
United States to draw upon any of the said deposiiarics
as he may think most conducive to the public interests,
or to the convenience of the public creditors, or both.

-Sgec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all mar- Payments of

shals, district attorneys, and others havmg public money Priblic money io

rovisn.

~
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payments forpa- {o pay to the United States, and all - pﬁtentees wishing
tents—to whom
to be made. to make payment for patents to be issued, may pay all
| such moneys to the "P’reasurer of the United States, (0
the treasurer of either of the mints in Philadelphia or
New Orleans, to either of the other assistant treasurers,
or to such other depositary constituted by this act as
shall be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury in
other parts of the United States to receive such pay-
ments, and give receipts or certificates of deposite there-
for.
Entries required SEC. 16. And be it further enacled, That all officers
to be made ofthe 5 other persons, charged by this act, or any other act,
public moneys
other than those With the safe-keeping, tmnsfer, and disbursement of the
9fthe Posi Office public moneys, other than those connected with 1he
epartment. .
Post Office Department, are hereby requnired to keep an
accurate entry of each sum received, and of each pay-
Felony to use, MeDL O transfer; and that if any one of the said offi-
toan, ﬁ;nﬁe‘)gfé‘ cers, or of those connected with the Post Office Depmt-
money entrusted ment shall convert to his own use, in any way whatever,
to him; punish- or shall use, by way of investment in any kind of pro-
' perty or rnerchfmdme or shall Joan, with or without
interest, or shall deposnte in any bank, or shall exchange
for other funds, except as allowed by this act, any por-
tion of the public moneys intrusted to him for safe-
keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for any other purpose,
every stich act shall be deemed and adjudged to he an em-
‘bezzlement of so much of the said moneys as shall be
thus taken, converted, invested, used, locaned, deposited,
or exchanged, which is hereby declared 10 be a felony ;
and any fuilure to pay over or to produce the public
moneys infrusted to such person shall be held and taken
to be prima fucie evidence of such embezzlement ; and
if any officer charged with the disbursements of public
moneys shall accept or receive, or transmit to the Trea-
sury Department-to be allowed in his favor, any receipt
or voucher from a creditor of the United States, without
having paid to such creditor, in such funds as the said
officer may have received for disbursement, or such
other funds as he may be authorized by this act to take
in exchange, the full amount specified in such receipt-
or voucher, every such act shall be deeined 1o be a conver-
sion by such officer to hi3z own use of the amount speci- -
fied in such receipt or voucher; and any officer or agent
of the United States, and all persons advising or partici- -
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pating in such act, being convicted thereof before any

court of the United Siates of competent jurisdiction, -

shall be sentenced to impriconment for a terin of not

less than six months nor more than ten years, and to a

fine equal to the amount of the money embezzled.

And, upon the trial of any indictiment against any per- Evidence suf:

son for embezzling public nioney under the provisions ficient to show
. . . . a balance on a

of this act, it shall be sufficient evidence, for the pur- charge of em-

pose of showing a balance against such person, to pro- bezzlement.

duce a transcript from the books and proceedings of the

T'reasury, as required in civil cases, under the provi-

sions of the%ct entitled ¢“ An act to provide more effect-

ually for the settlement of accounts between the United

States and receivers of public money,” approved March

third, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven;

and the provisions of this act shall be so construed as

to apply to all persons charged with the safe keeping,

transfer, or disbursement of the public money, whether

such persons be indicted as receivers or depositaries of -

the same ; and the refusal of such person, whether in

or out of office, to pay any draft, order, or warrant

which may be drawn upon him by the proper officer of

the Treasury Department, for any public money in his

hands belonging to the United States, no matter in what

capacity the same may have been received or may be

held, or to transfer or disburse any such money prompt-

ly, upon the legal requirement of any authorized officer

of the United States, shall be deemed and taken, vpon

the trial of any indictinent-against such person for embez-

zlement, as prima fucie evidence of snch embezzlement.

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, 'That, until the Until the rooms,.
rooms, offices, vaults, and safes, direcied by the first four l;“e"'pf;;‘;‘;g;d ;;
sections of this act to be constructed and prepared for the first four
the use of the Treasurer of the United States, the trea- sections of this
surers of the mints at Philadelphia and New Orleans, structed, others.
and the assistant treasurers at New Yok, Boston, tobe procured.
Charleston, and St. Louis, can be constructed and pre-
pared for use, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of
the Treasury to procure suitable rooms for offices for
those officers at their respective locations, and to contract
for such use of vaulis and safes as may be required for .
the safe keeping. of the public moneys in the charge
and custody of those officers respectively, the expense
to bé:paid by the United States, : |
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-And whereas, by the thirtieth section of the act en-
titled ¢ An act to regulate the collection of duties im-
posed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and
on goods, wares, and merchandise imported into the
United States 7 approved July thirty-one, seventeen
hundred and emhlv nine, it was provided that all fees
and dues collected by virtue of that act should be re-
ceived in gold and silver coin only ; and whereas, also,
by the fifih section of the act '\ppm\ed May ten, eIO'h~
teen hundred, entitled © An act to amend the act enti-
tled_¢An act provndmg for the sale of the lands of the
United States in the territory northwest of the Ohio,
and above the mouth of the Kentucky river,” it was
provided that the payment for the said lands shall be
made by all purchasers in specie, or in evider:ces of the
public debt, and whereas, experience has proved that
said provisions ought to be revived and enforced, ac-
cording to the truc and wise intent of the (Jonsumllon
of the United States—
From end afler SEC. 18. De it further enacted, That on the first
Jan. 1, 184Zaxthse day of January, in the yearone thousand eight hundred
&c. secrumg to alnd forty-seven, and thereafter, all duties, taxes, sales of
the* U. S. shall public lands, debts, and sums of money accruing or
be paid in gold b . d .
and silver com, becoming due to the United States, and also all sums
-or in treasury due for postages or otheiwise, to the General Post Office
notes. Department, shall be paid in g;o!d and silver coin only,
or in T'reasury notes issued under the authority of the

Proviso. - United States: Provided, That the Secretary of the
T'reasury shall publizh, month]y in two newspapers at
the city of Washington, the amount of specie at the
several places of depo‘me the amount of T'reasury notes
or drafts issued, and the amount outstanding on the last
day of each month.

Fromand after  Sgc. 19. nd ke it Sfurther enacted, 'T'hat on the first
April 1, 1847, alld f April I d '0'] I dred d £ _
disbursing  offi- ddy of April, one thousand eight hundred an orty-seven,
«ers and agents gnd (hereaﬂer every officer or agent engaged in making
‘;’,*,‘g,‘,‘t;““,‘;f ot disbursements on account of the United States, or of
aud silver coin; the General Post Office, shall make all payments in
:’,f,te;",“‘gg":,‘;‘;{ gold and silver coin, or in Treasury notes, if the credi-
itor agrees to re- tor agree to receive said notes in payment; and any
cewve them.  y.ceiving or disbursing officer or agent who shall ne-
Violations of this Zlect, evade, or violate the provisions of this and the:
:‘[:‘gds;%‘:wl;"igeg last precedmO' section of this act, shall, by the Secretary -

reported to the Of the Treasury, be 1mmed1ately repoxted to the Pre-
President, .
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sident of the United States with the facts of such ne.
glect evasion, or violation ; and also to Coengress, if in
session ; and if not in scss«lon at the commencement of
_its session next afier the violation takes place. ' _
Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That no ex- No exchange of
unds to be made
change of funds shall be made by any dleUlS]nﬂ‘ Offi- except for gold
cers. or agents of the Government, of any grade or andslver.
denomlna!mn whatsoever, or connected with any branch -
~of the public service, other than on exchange for gold |
- and silver; and every such disbursing oﬁicer, when the
- means for his disbursements are furnished to him in
- gold and silver, shall make his payments- in the money
80 furnished ; or when those means are furnished to How payments
him in drafis, shall cause those drafis to be presented at shall be made.
their place of payment, and preperly paid according to 5 ]
the law, and shall male his payments in the money so ‘
* received for the drafts furnished, unless, in either case,
he can exchange the means in his hands for gold and
silver at par. And it shall be and is hereby made the .
cers violat
duty of the head of the proper department immediately ing this seetion
to suspend from duty any disbursing officer who shall to be suepended
and reported t@
violate the provisions of this section, and forthwith to the President.
report the name of the officer or agent to the President,
‘with the fact of the violation, and all the circumstances
accompanying the same, and within the knowledge of
the said Secretaxv to the end that such officer or agent
may be promptly removed from office, or restored to his
trust and the performance of his duties, as to the Presi-
dent may seem just and proper: Provided, however, .
“That those disbursing officers, having at present er edits Proviso.
in the banks, shall, until the first day of January next,
‘be allowed to check on the same, allowing the publlc
creditors to receive their p’ty flom the banks elthel in
specie or bank notes.
~ Skec. 21. And be i furtlzer enacz‘ed "That it sha]l T‘he,s'ecrefaryd
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasur to iSSue jeu gt A
‘ y y y S issue and publish
“and publish regulations to enforce the speedy presenta- regulations o en-
force the speedy
-tion of all Government drafts for. payment at the place precentation of
where payable, and to prescribe the time, according to all drafts for pay-
‘the different distances of the depositaries from the seat > &
- of Government, within which all drafts upon them,
respectively, shall be presented for payment; and,
in default of such presentation, to direct any other
mode and place of payment which he may deem proper;
6 |
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but, in all these regulations and directions, it shall -be
‘the ‘duty of the Secretaly of the Treasury to guard, as
far as may be, against those drafis being used or thrown
into circulation as a paper currency or medium of ex-

o officer of the change. And no officer of the United States shall,

U. S. shall dis- gjther directly or indirectly,sell or dispose to any person
,‘;’;f,‘:n"f:;?;at‘:;;- or persons, or corporations, whatsoever, for a premium,
sury note, draft, any Treasury note, draft, warrant, or other public secu-
f,;‘:eno;,hol;eft‘;' rity, not his prwate pnoperty, or sell or dispose of the
without crediting avails or proceeds of such note, draft, warrant, or securi-
U. S. inhis ¢ v in his hands for dlsbursement without makmg return
| of such premium, and accountmg therefor by charging
the same in his accounts to the credit of the United
States ; and any officer violating this section shall be
forthwith dismissed from office,
Salaries of assis-  SEC. 22. nd be it further enacted; That the assist-
tant treasurers. ant treasurers directed by this act o be appointed shall,
receive, respectively, the followln"r salaries per annum,
to be pald quarter-yearly at the 'l‘reasury of the United
States, to wit : the assistant treasurer at New York shall
be paid a salary of four thousand dollars per annum;
the assistant treasurer at Boston shall be paid asalary of
two thousand five hundted "dollars per annum ; the as-
sistant treastiier at Chailesion shall be paid a salary of
two thousand five hundred dollars per annum ; the as-
sistant treasurer ai St. Louis shall be paid a salary of

two thousand five hundred dollars per annum; the

~ Additional com- treasurer of the mint at Philadelphia shall, in addition

ue‘;:?l‘r‘ggf)"f:hﬁ to his present salary, receive five hundred dollars an-

mint and branch nually, for the performance of the duties imposed by
mints.- -~ this act; the treasurer of the branch mint at New Or-
~ leans shall also receive five hundred dollars annually,

for the additional duties created by this act ; and these

salaries, respectively, shall be in full for the services of

. No officer to the reqpeutwe officers; nor shall either of them be per-
sharge orreceive mMitted to charge or receive any comumission, pay, or per-
any commission, g ujsite, for any official service, of any character or des-

r,&c. for official

meryiocs. cription whaisoever; and the making of any such
| charge, or the receipt of-any such compensation, is
hereby declared to be a misdemeanor, for which the offi-

cer convicted thereof, before any court of the United

States of competent Jumdxcuon shall be subject 10 pun-

ishment by fine and imprisonment, or both, at the dis-

cretion of the court before whxch the offence shall be
wied.
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SEc. 23. Jnd be it Surther enacz’ed "That there shall 5,000 appropri- .

" -be and: hereby 1s appropriated, to be paid out of any ‘Eﬁdof?;uﬁ'm

~money in the Treasury not otherwise applopnated safes.
- the sum of five thousand dollars, to be expended, ander '
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, in such
repairs or addilions as may be necessary to put in good
condition for use, with as liitle delay as may be consist- -
ent with the publlc interests, the offices, rooms, vaults,
and safes herein mentioned, and in- the purchase of any
necessary additional furniture and fixtures, in the pur-
chase of necessary hocks and stationery, and in defray-
ing any other mcndental expenses necescaly to. carry thls
act into effect.

SeEc. 24. And be it Jurther enacted That all acts or Actsand parts of

acts conflieting
parts of acts which come in conflict with the Provisions repealed.
of thls act, be and the same are hereby, repealed.
| APPROVED ﬂuﬂust 6, 1846

AN ACT

Making approprlat‘wns for the service of the Post Office Depart-
" ment for the year ending the thxrueth of June, elcrhteen hun-
dred and forty-encrht , -

[(Sec. 1.] Be it enacted by lhe Senale and Home of
Representatnes of the United States of America in
' Congress assembled, That the following sums of money OApprOP"ahom;
~ be, and the same are hereby, appropriated for the service from revenues of
of the Post Office’ Department, for the year ending Department.
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and forty-eight,out of
- any moneys in the Treasury arising from the revenues ' ‘
- of the said department, in conformlty to the act of the '
" second of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, namely :
For transportation of the mails ‘within the United Traasportation.
States, two million four hundred and forty-one l.houband '
three hundred and ninety-one dollars. :
- For transportation by steam ships between New York Transportation
‘and - Bremen, ‘according to the contract with Edward b’ stearn-ships.
Mills, authorized by the “act to provide for the trans- ' ‘
portation of the mail between the United States and 2
foreign countries,” approved March third, eighteen hun- -
dred and forty- ﬁve two hundred and ﬁfty elght thou—
' md six hundred and nine dollars. :

R
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For compensation to postmasters one million and.

forty-two thousand dollars. t "Provided, That it shall

not be lawful for the Postmaster Geneml to make any
allowance or compencailon 1o any deputy postmaster,
in addition to his commissioas, except the special allow-
ance made by law to the pOstmasters at New Orleans-
and the city of Washington, and excepting, also, the
allowance to which postmasiers are entitled by hw
from the income from boxes: And provided, furtkcr,
That each deputy -postmaster, whose compensation for
the last preceding year did not exceed two hundred dol-
lars, may send through the mail all letters written by
himself, and receive through the mail all written com-
munications addressed to himself on his private business
which shall not exceed in Weloht one half ounce free
of postage. A

For ship, steamboat, and way-letters, sevenleen thou-

sand dollars.

- For wrapping paper, sixteen thousand dollars.

For office furniture, ( for the oﬁl(.es of postmastere,é
three thousand dollars. |

For adveriising, thirty thousand dollars. ‘ |

For mail bagb, twenty thousand dollars. - o

For blanks, seventeen thousand dollars. ‘

For mail locks, keys, and stamps, four thousand dol-
lars.

Depredations &  F'or mail depredations_and special agents, thirteen

ecial agenss,
POViNG.

' ékrh.

Miscellaneoue. -

~ Any deficiency
of revenue to be

supplied from
the Treasury

thousand dollars : Provided, 'That the Postmaster Gen-
eral be, and he 1s hereby, authorized to employ, when

‘the service may require it, the assistant postmasters

general as special agents, and to make them compensa-
tion and allowance therefor, not to exceed the amount
expended by said agents as necessary travelling expenses
while so employed

‘For clerks for offices, (in the offices of postmasters,)
two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars.

For miscellaneous, fifty thousand dollars. :

Sec. 2. And be ztfurtﬁer enacted, That in case the
revenues of the department referred to in the first sec.ion
of this act, shall prove insufficient to meet the foregoing
approprlanons, then any deficiency that may thus arise,
shall®be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not
otherwise approprmted

—~
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SEc 3. And be it further enacted, 'That the assistant _Salary of ase't.
messengers of the Post Office Department shall be entitled M €™

to an annual salary of four hundred and fifty dollars. -
APPROVED, March 2, 1817’

AN ACT

Poamend the act entitled « An act toreduce the rates of postage,

to limit the use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege,

- and for the prevenuon of frauds on the revenues of the Post

Office Department,” passed third of March, eighteen hundred
and forty-five. : o .

[ Sec. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House -
of Representatives of the United Slates of America in .
Congress assembled, That in lieu of commissions allow-  Rates eof cowa
ed deputy postmnasters by the fourteenth section of the missioa.
act of the third of March, eighteen hundred and twenty- _
five, the Postmaster Geeneral may allow, on the proceeds
of their respective offices, a commission not exceeding
the following rates on the amount received in any one
year, or a due proportion thereof for less than a year :
On a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, forty pel
cent. ; on a sum over the first hundred and not exceed-
ing fou1 hundred dollars, thirty-three and one-third per
cent. ; on a sum over and above the first four hundred
d@llars and not exceeding twenty-four hundred dollars, .
thirty per cent.; on a sum over twenty-four hundred
do]lals, twelve and one-half per cent.; on all sums
arising from the postage on newspapers, magazines, and
pamphlets, fifty per cqnt.; on the amount of pobtageq'.
on letters or packets received for distribution, seven per
cent. : Provided, That all allowances, commissions, or  Aliowances,
other emoluments shall be subject to the provisions of &c., subject te
the forty:first section of the act which this is intended P’°g:§:";igg°;
to amend ; and that the annual compensation therein gct of 1845.
limited shall be computed for the fiscal year commen-
cing on the first of July and ending the thirtieth of Jane
each year, and that for any perlod less than a year the
restrictions contained in said section shall be held to
apply in a due proportion for such fractional period :
vind provided further, That the compensation to anyf;'o““lit’“‘“m:
deputy postmaster under the foregoing provisions to be ters ypo

¥ .
et
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. computed upon the recelpt at his office of a larger sum
" shall in no case fall short of the amount to which he

would be entitled under a smaller sum received at his
office.

Bynsgggl{!yﬁ;‘g:ﬁ Sec. 2. And be it Surther enacted That all moneys

be paid to the taken from the mails of the United States by raobbery,

order of Post- theft, or otherwise, which have come, or may hereafier

master General.
come into the possession or custody of any of the agents
of the Post Office Department, or any other officers of
the United States, or-any other person or persons what-
ever, shall be paid to the order of the Postmuster Gene-
ral, to be kept by him as other moneys of the Post
Office Department, to and for the use and beanefit of the
‘rightful owner, to be paid whenever satisfactory proof
theleof shall be made; and upon the failure of any
person in the empl‘oyment of the United States to pay
over such moneys when demanded, the person so refu.
sing shall be subject to the penaitxes prescribed by law _
agamst defaulting officers. “

| Pranking prive SEG 3. nd be it further enacted, That all members-

- lege. of Congress, delegates from Temtones the Vice Pres-
ident of the United States, the Secretary of the Senate,
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, shall
have the power to send and receive public documents
free of postage during their term of office, and that the
said members and delegates shall have the power to send -
and receive public documents free of postage up to the
first Monday of December following the expiration of
their term of office. -

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, 'That the Secre-
tary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Represen-
tatives shall have the power to receive, as well as to
send, all letters and packages, not welcrhmo over two
ounces, free of postage, during their term of oﬂice ,

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That members of
Congress shall have the power to receive, as well as to
send, all letters and packages, not welghmg over two

N ounces, free of postage, up to the first Monday in Decem-
] ber fo]lowmg the expiration of their term of office.
. APPROVFD, March 1, 1847
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AN ACT
‘To"ectablish certain post’ routes and for other'pﬁrp‘oses '

Sec. 3. And 6e it /’urther enactea’ That the Post- Mails from New
master General be, and he hereby is, authorized synd Orleans to Tam~
directed to cause a mail to be transported once a week, P
and oftener, if he shall think the public interest reqmres o
it, from New Orleans, via Galveston, Passo Callo, Brasos .
de St. Iago, to "Tampico, with return mails, the service
to be performed by contract, or by the use of the public
steamers now in the service of the War Department in
the Gulf of Mexico, with the consent of the head of
that Department; and for this service the sum of thirty
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated. |

Sec. 4. And be it Surther enacted, That all letters, Letters, &e., to
newspapers, and other packets, not e\ceedmg in weight frf:S?;wthge;ms-
one ounce, directed to any officer, musician, ot private jn"Mexico mbz
of the army of the United States in Mexnco, or at any free.
post or place on the frontier of the United States, border- S
ang on Mecxico, shall be conveyed -in the mail free of
postage : Provzded That all letters or other packets Frovise.
directed to'any person in the army shall contain, as &
part of their direction; the words, “belonging to the army.”

Sec. 5. And be zt Surther enacted, 'That the two The two preced-
preceding sections shall continue in force during the N8 sections to

continue in force
. present war, and for three months after the same may during the pres-

be termmated and no longer. ~entwar.
SEc. 6. «And be it Jurther enacted, That the Postmas- Mail from
ter General be,and he is hereby authorized, to contract for gﬂg;‘rﬁmn and
transporting a mail from Charleston, South Carolina, to from Panama
Chagres, touching at St. Augustine and Key West, and Astoria.
also at Havana in the Island of Cuba, if deemed ex-
- pedient, and across the isthmus to Panama, and from
thence to Astoria, or the mouth of the Columbia river,
touching at Monterey, St. Francisco, and such other
places on the coast as the Postmaster General may di-

rect ; the mail to be conveyed from Charleston to Cha-

gres, and from Panama to Astoria, in steamships, and (o

be transported each way once every two months, or
oftener, as the public interest may reqnire : Provw’ed Proviﬂ-
That the expenditure for said service shall not exceed
- -one hundred thouaand dollars per.annum. . ,
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Post Officetobe  Sgc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Post- -
established 8% 1), 5er Geeneral be, and he is hereb uthorized to es-
A storia. , y y, authorized to es
tablish a post office and appoint a deputy postnaster at
Astoria, and such otherplaces on the coast of the Pacific,.
within the territory of the United States, as the public
- intergst may require : thatall lettets conveyed to or from
Chagres shall be charged with twenty cents postage ;.
Rates of postage. a11d all letters conveyed to or from Havana shall be'sub- -
ject to twelve and a half cents postage ; and letters car-
ried to or from Panama shall pay a postage of thirty
cents, and letters to or from Astoria, or any other place
on the Pacific coast, within the territory of the United
States, shall pay forty cents postage. .

Contracts to ~ DEC. 8. And be it further enacted, 'That any contract
provide for the made in pursuance of this act shall previde for the pur-
g;f,‘;g;‘;‘p;’f Ihe chase, by the United States, of the steamships to be
ployed 1 con- employed in conveying the mail, at its optien, agreeably -
veying mails. 14 the provisions of an act, eniitled “ An act to provide -
~for the transportation of the mail between the United

States and foreign countries, and for other purposes,™
approved the third day of March, one thousand eight
hundred and foriy-five : Provided, That the departure
and return of said mail may, at the discrétion of the
Postmaster General, be either from Charlesion, New
York, Savannah, Pensacola, or New Orleans, as may
be deemed most consistent with the public interest. =
$30,000 appro-  SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the sum of
" priated. thirty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appro-
priated for the service herein provided for, to be paid
from the general appropriation for mail transportation..
Skc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Post- -
- master General be authorized and directed, when in his
judgment the public interest or convenience may re-

Branch post quire it, (0 establish one or more branch post offices, to -
office. facilitate the operation of the post office in any city or

place which, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, .
may require such additional accommecdation for the
convenience of the inhabitants; and it shall be the
duty of the Postmaster General to prescribe the rules
.and regulations for -the branch post offices which may
be established by virtue of this act; and no additional
postage shall be charged for the receipt or delivery of’
any letter or packet at such branch post office.

Proviso.
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SEC. 11. And be it further enactea’ That to f'tclh Posiage Wimpi
tate the transportation of letters in the mall the Post-
master General be authorized to prepare postaO'e stamps,
which, when -attached to any letter or packet shall be
évidence of the payment of the postage chargeable on
such letter, which said stamps the Postmaster General .
may deliver to any deputy postmaster who may apply -
for the same, the deputy posimaster paying, or becoming
accountable for the amount of the stamps so received by
him ; and if any of said stamps shall not be used, but
be returned to the ‘General Post Office, the amount so
returned shall be credited to such deputy; postmaster ;
and such deputy postmaster may sell or dispose of any
stamps so received by him, to any person who may wish
to use the same; butit shall not be lawful for any depu-
iy postmaster to prepare, use, or dispose of any postage
stamps not authorized by and received from the Post- |
master General ; and any person who shall falsely and __ Penalty f:
fraudulently make, utter, or forge any postage stamp, ﬁ%ﬁ,g%_ “
with the intent to defraud the Post Office Department,
shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction
shall be sabject to the same punishment as is provided
in the tweniy-first section of the act approved the third
day of March, eighteen hundred and twenty five, enti-

. tled “An (o reduce into one the several acts estabhshmg
and regulating the Post Office Department.”

Sec. 12. And be ¢t further enacted, That so much fe *;11"?:
of the sixth section of the act to which this is supple- e, of taci 5d
mentary as requires the Postmaster General to cause Mar. 1845 as re-
accounts of the postage that would be chargeable by ?;’E:she;‘t’c;’f“ rdl
the rates prescribed in said act upon all matier passing postages of the
free through the mail, and that the same shall be paid Publc Depte&e-
to the Post Office Department from the contingent funds
of the two Houses of- Congress, and of the other de-
partments of the government for which such mail service
may have been peiformed, be, and the same is hereby, -
repealed ; and that in lieu of such payment, and In  $200,000 ap-
compensation for such mail services as may be performed propriated in liew
for the several departments of the Government,  there °7°°F
~shall be paid to the Post Office Department, from the
Treasury, for each year’s service, the sum of two hun-
dred thousand dollars, which is hereby appropriated for

that purpose, out of any unappropnated money in the.

Treagyry. . .
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' Ps‘l’:l‘myf" de- Sec. 13. ﬂnd be it furt/zer enuacled, That it shall
.08 two o not be lawful to deposite in any post office, to be con-
$3§elln?wmpe§° veyed in the mail, two or more letters directed to
sons under the different persons enclosed in the same envelope or-
same envelope. packet : and every person so offending shall forfeit the
sum of ten dollars, to be recovered bv action qui tam,
one half for the use of the informer, and the other half
for the use of the Post Office Department' Provided,
Proviso. That this prohibition shall not apply to any leiter or
packet, directed to any foreign country ; and all news-
Allnewspapers, papers conveyed in the mail, shall be subject to postage,
eeptions, hand- €XCEpt those sent by way of exchange between the
bills, c‘t&‘io to be publishers of newspapers, and except those franked by
ago. PO*i= persons enjoying the franking privilege ; and newspapers
not sent fromm the office of publication, and all hand-
bills or circalars printed or lithographed, not exceeding
one sheet, shall be subject to three cents postage each,
to be paxd when deposited in any post office to be con-
ngi?ntmcé::eor veyed in the mail ; and it shall be lawful for any con-
may transport LIACLOT, OF mmlcamer, to transpdrt newspapers out of the
;:ge:aﬂ:u‘;e of mail for sale or distribution to subscribers ; and the
’ Postmaster General shall have authority to pay or cause
to be paid a sum not exceeding two cents each, for all
letters or packets conveyed in any vessel or steamboat
not employed in carrying the mail, from one post or place
to any other post or place in the United States, subject
to such regulations as the Postiaster General may pre-
What publica. SCTibe ; and such publications or books as have been or
tions shall be may be published, procured, or purchased by order of

e o2 either House of Congress, or a joint resolution of the

may be franked two Houses, shall be consndexed as public documents,
as such. and entitled to be franked as such; and it shall not be
lawful to make any allowance or compensation to
deputy postinasters in addition to their commissions ag
authorized by law, excepting the receipts from boxes, of
which all beyond two thousand dollars, shall be ﬂpphed
in defraying the expenses of their offices, and to be
| accounted for in the same manner as they are requ1red
SR "to acceunt for their commissions; and excepting the
- special allowance made by law to the postmasters at

" Reveal of Washington city and New Orleans.
such of the aet  SEC. 14. And be it Sfurther enacted, That so much of
ot May 3, 1845, the act approved the third day of Malch A. D. eighteen

as is mconmstent

herewith, hundred and forty-five, entitled *An act to reducﬁhe
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rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the abuse
of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds
on the Post Office Department,” and of all other acts
relating to the Post Office Department, or the service of
that departmem as is inconsistent with this-act, be and
the same are hereby repealed.

: APPROVED March 3, 1847.

Notes of decisions on the duties and obligations of the
¢ Postmaster General,”’ ¢ Postmasters,” and the ¢ Post
Oﬁce.” :

The decisions of the courts of the Umted 'tates on the duties
and obligations of the “Postmaster General ”? ¢ Postmasters, ”
and the ¢ Post Office,” have been:

When the issue is taken upon the neglect of the postmaster .
himself, it is not competent to give in evidence the neglect of
ius assistant. Dunlop v. Munroe, 7 Cranch, 242; 2 Cond. Rep.

84.

When it is inteaded to charge a po::tmaster for the necrhge']ce
of his assistants, the pleadings must be made up according to the
case; and his liability then will only result from his own nealect
in not properly superintending the discharge of their duties m
his office  Ibid. '

In order to make a postmaster liable for neguo'ence. it must \
appear that the loss or injury sustained by the. plaintiff was the
consequence of his negligence. Ibid. '

Parol evidence cannot be given, that one set of wntte'l instruc-
tions from the Postmaster General superseded the other. Ibid.

The Circuit courts of the Union have jurisdiction, under the
Constitution, and the acts of April 30, 1810, sec. 29, and of
March 3, 1815 sec. 4, of suits brOLwht in the name of “The
Postmaster General of the United States,” on bonds given to
the Postmaster General by a deputy postmaster, conditioned
‘“to pay all moneys that shall come to his hands for the post-
ages of whatever is by law chargeable with postage, to the
Postmaster General of the United States for the time being, de-
ducting only the commission and-allowances made by law, for
his care, trouble, and charges in manao‘mg said office,” &ec.
Postmaster General v. Early, 12 Wheat. 136 ; 6 Cond: Rep. 480.

The Postmaster General has a right to take a bond from post-
masters to him, as Postmaster General, under the different acis
establishing and regulating the Post Office Department; and
particularly under the act of May 1, 1810, chap. 42, sec. 29.
Ibid.

An entry in the post bill is; by no means eonclusive evidence
of the transmission of a letter so as to charge the postmaster
for it; still it may never have been put into the mail, or it may
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have been stolen on the passage. Dunlop v. Munroe, 7 Cranch,
- 242; 2 Cond. Rep. 484. o o

The negtlect of the Postmaster General to sue for balances due
by postmasters, within the time prescribed by law, although he
is thereby rendered personally chargeable by the United States
with such balances, is not a discharge of such postmasters or
their sureties from liability on their official bonds. Nor is an
order from the Postmaster General to retain those balances, di-
rected to the postmaster, until they should be drawn for by the
General Post Office. Locke v. The Postmaster General, 3 Ma-
son's C. C. R. 446. ‘ - ,

The provisions of law enjoining on the Postmaster General to
require from his deputies regular periodical settlements and
paymeints, are directory to him, but they form no condition in
the contract between the postmasters and their sureties. Ibid.

The Postmaster General cannot sue in the federal courts un-
der that part of the Constitution which gives jurisdiction to
those courts in consequence of the character of the party, nor is
he authorized to sue by the judiciary act. He comes 1nto the
courts of the United States under the authority of an act of
Congress, the constitutionality of which rests upon the admis-
sion that his suit is a case arising under a law of the United
States. Osborn et. al. v. The Bank of the United States, 9
Wheat. 738; 5 Cond. Rep. 741. - , N

The act of Congress for regulaiing the Post Office Depart-
ment does not, in terms, discharge the obligors, in the official
bond of a deputy postmaster, from the direct claim of the
United States upon them, on the failure of the Postmaster Gen-
eral to commence a suit against the defaulting postmaster,
within the time prescribed by law. Their liability, therefore,
continues. They remain the debtors of the United States. The
responsibility of the Postmaster General is superadded to, not
substituted for, that of the obligors. Dox et. al. ». The Post-
master General, 1 Peters’, 323.

The claim of the United States, upon the official bond of a
postmaster, and upon all the parties thereto, is not released by
the laches of the Postmaster General, to whom the asseriion
of this claim is entrusted by law. Suech laches have no effect,
whatsoever, on the claim of the United States, as well on the
sureties, as upon the principal in the bond. Ibid. ;

‘I'he Circuit Court of the United States for the District of"
Columbia, has a right to award a mandamus to the Postmaster
General of the United States, requiring him to pass to the credit.
of certain contractors for carrying the United States mail, a-sum
found to be due to them by the Solicitor of the Treasury of the
United States, the Solicitor acting under the provisions of a
special act of Congress. The mandamus does not seek to di-
rect or control the Postmaster General in the performance of an
official duty, partaking in any respect of an executive character;.
but to enforce the performance of a mere ministerial act, which
neither” he, nor the President,-has any authority to control.
Kendall, Postmaster General, v. the United States, on the rela-
tion of Stockton and Stokes, 12 Peters, 524. ’ ' ‘
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The distinction between the relation of a postmaster to his
sworn assistant acting under him, and between master and ser-
vant generally, has long been settled ; ; and though the latter re-
Jation might sanction the admission of evidence in an action
against the postmaster, to show the neglect of the assistant, if
it is intended to charge the postmaster “with the neglect of the
assistant, the pleadmcr must be made up according to the case;
and his liability will then only result from his neglect in not
properly superintending the dxsc‘larrre of their duties in his
- office. Dunlop v. Munroe, 7 Cranch 242 2 Cond. Rep. 484.

Where there are items of debit and credlt in a running ac-
count between the Postmaster General and the deputy post-
masters, in the absence of any specific appropriation by either
party, the credits are to be applied to the discharge of the debits
antecedently due, in the order of the account, Postmaster Gen-
ral v. Furber, 4 Mason’s C. C. R. 333.

The official bonds taken by the Postmaster General fiom his
deputies are valid; and the omission to bring suits on such
bonds, for the defaults of the principal in such.a bond, does not-
discharge the sureties." Postmaster General v. Reeder, 4 Wash.
C. C. R. 678

The mere omission to brmg suit on such official bonds, by.
the Postmaster General, against a deputy pOStmaster, is not,
per se, ev1dence of fraud. ]bzd

The giving a new official bond by a deputy postmaster does
‘not discharge his sureties under the old bond for the past or
subsequent “defaults of the postmaster. Ibid.

The order of the Postmaster General, to the deputy postmaster,
not to remit the money he may receive, but to retain it to an-
swer his drafts, does not discharge the sureties.  Ibid.

The equity rule of limitations applied to bonds where there
has been no demand for twenty years, is 2 mere presumption of-
ﬁayment not an absolute limitation. Postmaster General w.

ice, Gilpin’s D. C. R. 562.

The provisions of the act of March 3, 1825, releasing the sure-

ties of a deputy postmaster where suit is not brought within
two years after a default, do not apply 10 a default which -
occurred before the passing of the act.  1bid.
- The law which limits suits by the Postmaster General against
sureties, to two years after the default of the principal, does not
operate in cases of balances unpaid at the end of a quarter, which
are subsequently liquidated by the recelpts of a succeeding one.
Postmaster General ». Norvel, Gilpin’s D. C. R. 131.

A bond given by a postmaster, with sureties, for the perform—
ance of official duties, does not constitute a bmdmrr contraet,
until approved and accepted by the Posumaster General. Ibid.

The reception and detention of an official bond by the Post
‘master General for a considerable time, without objection, is
sufficient proof of its acceptance. Ibid.

The return of a bond to the prmc1pal obligor, by the Post'-
master General, for the purpose of obtaining additional secarity,
affords no proof that it was not accepted; nor does it amoumt
either toa surrender or cancelling of it. . "Ibid.
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The Postmaster General has a right to require a bond from a
deputy postmaster for the faithful performance of his duties,
although such hond is not-expressly required by law. Postmas-
ter General ». Rice, Gilpin’s D. C. R. 554. _

The provisions of the act of March 3, 1825, substitute a cer-
tified statemeat of the setiled account as evidence in suits
against deputy postmasters, in-lieu of the certified account cur-
rent required by the act of April 30, 1810. Ibid.

A mail carrier is within the 18th section of the * Act regulat-
. ing the post-office establishment,” subjeciing to a penalty in
gertain cases, persons employed in any depariments of the Gen-
eral Post Office. United States v, Belew, 2 Brockenb. C. C. R,
280. . - : -

The United States instituted a suit against the Bank of the
Metropolis, claiining twenty-seven thousand eight hundred and
- eighty-one dollars and fitty-seven cents, the balance, according

to the statements of the Treasury, due to the United States.
~ The defendant claimed credits amounting to twenty-three thou-

'sand dollars, exclusive of interest, which had been presented to
the proper accounting officers, for acceptances of the Post Office

epartment of the drafts of mail contractors, and an item of six
hundred and eleven dollars and fifty-two cents, overdraft of an
officer of the Post Office Department on the Bank of the Me-
tropolis. The drafts of the countractors, accepted by the Post
Ofhice Department, were discounted by the bank in the way of
business; one draft was accepted unconditionally, the other
drafts were accepted ¢ on condition that the contracis be com-
plied with.” Held: That the bank became the holder of the
draft unconditionally accepted, for valuable consideration; and
its right to charge the United States with the amount cannot be:
defeated by any equities between the drawers and the Post
Office. The United States v. The Bank of the Metropolis, 15
Peters, 377. :

It was po matter how the account of the drawer of the draft
unconditionally accepted stood with the Post Office Department ;
whether he was a debtor or a creditor; whether the bank knew
one or the other. An unconditicnal acceptance was tendered te
- the bank for discount. It was not the duty of the bank to in-
quire how the account stood, or for what purpnse the acceptance
was made. All it had to look to was the genuineness of the
acceptance, and the authority of the officer to give it. fhid.

_ The rule is, that the want of consideration between the drawer

and the acceptor is no defence against the rights of a third party,
who has given a consideration for the bill : and 1his, even though
the acceptor has be=n defrauded by the drawee, if that be not
known to such third party. Ihid. ’ -

It one purpose making a conditional acceptance enly, and com-
mit that acceptance to writing, he should be careful to express
the condition therein. He cannot use general terms, and then
exempt himself from lability, by relying upon particular facts
which have already happened, thoygh they are connected with
the conditional acceptance. By express terms the acceptor might
have guarded against any coustruction, other than that which
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was intended by, or was the apparent meaning of the words of
the acceptance. It matters not what the acceptor meant by a
eautious and precise phraseology, if it be not expressed as a con-
dition. 7hid. o » :

Nothing out of the condition expressed in the words of the ac-
eeptance can be inferred ; unless it be in a case where the words
used are so ambiguous as to make it necessary that parol evi-
dence should be resorted to, to explain them. Ibid. ,

If two persons deal in relation to the executory contracts of a
third, and one of them, being the obligee, induces the other to
advance money, ¢ upon condition that his contracts be complied
with,” and he knows that forfeitures have been already incurred
by the obligor, for breaches of his contract, and does not say so,
he shall not be permitted afterwards to get rid of his liability,
by saying, ¢ I cannot pay vou, for when I accepted there was
already due to me from the drawer of the bills more than I'ac-
“cepted for; you did not choose to malte inquiry.” 7Jaid.

The terms < accepted, when the contracts of the drawer of
the bill are complied with,” are not retroactive ; they do not re-
fer to past transactions, to the subsequent performance of the
contractors. Jbid. . '

The Postmaster General had the same power, and no more,
over the credits allowed by his predecessor, if allowed within
the scope of his official authority, as given by law to the head of
the Department. ‘This right in an incumbent of reviewing a
predecessor’s decisions, extends to mistakes in matiers of fact,
arising from errorsin calculation, and to cases of rejected claims,
in which material testimony is afterwards discovered and pro-
duced. But, if a credit has been given, or an allowance made
by the head of a department, and it is alledged to be an illegal
allowance, the judicial tribunals must be resorted to, to construe
the law under which the allowance was made ; and to setile the
right between the United States and the party to whom the cred-
it was given  Itis no longer a case between one officer’s judg-
ment, and that of his successor. No statute is necessary to au-
thorize the United States to sue in such a case. The right to
sue is independent of statute, and it may be done by the direc-
tion of the incumbent of the Department. The United States v.
The Bank of Metropolis, 15 Peters, 377.

NoT1e.—The priority of payment claimed by the United States
is derived from certain acts of Congress. The several acts are,
the act of 31st July, 1789, ch. 5, sec. 21, the act of 4th Au-
gust, 1790, ch. 35, sec. 45, the act of 1792, ch. 27, sec. 18, the
act of 3d of March, 1797, ch. 74, sec. 5, and the act of 2d of
March, 1799, ch. 128, sec. 65. AN these acts, except that of
1797, confirmed the priority of the United States to custom-
house bonds, and bonds taken under the collection act. It was
the act of 1797 that went further, and gave a preference to the .
United Stiates in all cases whatever, whoever might be the
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debtor, or however he might be indebted. The act of 2d July,
1836, “ to change the organization of the  Post Office Depart-
- ment,;” &c. &ec., sec. 13, provides that all suits to be commenced
- for debts or balances due the Department, * shall bhave all the
privileges and priorities in adjudication and payment secured to
other cldims of the United States by the existing laws.” This
act clothes the Post Office Department with all the power and
privileges as regards priority of payment which exist under the
collection act of 1799, and all preceding acts of Congress.

- This priority is given by the 5th section of the act of the 3d
of March, 1797, ch. 94. It is also given by the 65th section of
the collection law, in the words following: ¢ And in all cases
of insolvency, or where any estate in the hands of the execu-
_ tors, administrators, or assigns, shall be insufficient to pay all
the debts due from the deceased, the debt or debts due to the
United States oo such bond or bonds shall be first satisfied.”
In the same section the Legislature explain their meaning of
““insolvency,” by declaring that it shull be deemed to extend, as
well to cases in which a debtor, not having sufficient property
to pay all his debts, shall make a voluntary assignment thereof
for the benefit of his creditors, or in which the estate or effects
of an absconding, concealed, or absent debtor shall have been
attached by process of law, as to cases in which an act of legal
bankrnptcy shall have been committed. In giving a construc-
tion to these statutes, the Supreme Court of the United States
has held that they only apply to two general classes of cases,
viz: A living insolvent, having an assignee, and a dead insol-
vent, represented by executors and administrators.—(Conard vs.
Nicholl, 4th Peters’ Rep. 308.) That the priority of payment,
as against living debtors, only where the debtor had become
actually and notoriously insolvent. manifested by some open act,
as taking the oath of insolvent debtors, under the law of some
of the States.—(See 3 Cr. 73; 1 Pet. 439.) It is not a mere
inability of the debtor to pay all his debts, but that inability must
be manifested in one of the three modes pointed out in the
explanatory clause of the 65th section of the act of 1799. The
preference ot the United States does not extend to cases where
the debtor has not made an assignment of the whole of his pro-
perty. If the assignment leaves out a trivial part of his proper-
1y for the purpuse of evading the act giving the preference, it
will be considered as a fraud upon the law, and the court treat
it as a total divestment. "The deed of assignment must embrace
all of the property of the debtor, &e. &c.— (4th vol. Wieaton,
108.) A deed executied by a debtor of the United States, con-
veying all his property in the possession of the debtor, to trus-
tees, for the payment of his debts, not including the debt of the
United States, isan act of insolvency, both within the spirit and
letter of the act of Congress giving priority in such cases to
debts due the United Siates over all others; and the priority
attaches at the instant that the deed is executed.—(United
States, et al. vs. Cochran, et. al., Brocken C. C., Rep. 274.)
The preference of the United States will not relate baek to the
aet of insolvency so as to overreach intermediate bona fide se-
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curities given by the insolvent to ereditors. Tt has been the uni-
form consfruction of the S5th section of the act of 1797, (1.
Story’s Laws, 464,) and of the similar provision in the 65th sec-
tion of the collection act of 1799, (1 Story’s Laws, 630,) that
whether in a case ot insolvency, death, or assignment, the pro-
perty of a debtor passes to the assignee, executor, or adminis-
trator, the priority of the United States, operating not to prevent
the transmission of the property, but giving them a preference
in payment out of the proceeds.—(Brent vs. the Bank of Wash-
ington, 10 Peters’, 596.) When the priority of the United
States has actually attached, there is, strictly speaking, no lien,
either general or specific, on the property in the hands of the
executors, administrators, assigns, or trustees, as the case may
be ; but only a claim on the funds in their hands, The priority
established can never attach while the debtor continues the
owner and in the possession of the property, although he may
be unable to pay his debts, and no evidence can be received of
the insolvency of the debtor until he has been divested of his
property in one of the modes stated in the collection act. And
when he is thus divested of his property, the person who be-
comes invested with the title is thereby made a trustee for the
United States, and is bound to pay their debt first out of the
Eroceeds of the debtor’s property.—(Beaston vs. The Farmers’
ank of Delaware, 12 Peters’, 133.) The moment the transfer
of property takes place under ithe statute, the person taking it,
whether by voluntary assignment or by operation of law, becomes
bound to the United States for the faithful performance of the
trust.—(1 Peters’ Rep. 439 ; 12 Peters’, 131.) = :
When the insoivency or acts of bankruptcy required by the
statutes have actually occuired, the priority immediately at--
taches; although sometime may elapse belore a trustee be
formally appointed. Every person indebted to the insolvent, or
in the possession of his property, becomes, as to such debt or
groperty, the trustee of the United States from the moment he
as notice of their priority. Should he actually pay over the
debt, or deliver the property to another creditor, with notice of
the claim of the United States, he is responsible. An assignee
is not liable under the acts of Congress until notice of the debt
due to the United States. But the notice need not be given by .
the United States; nor is a judgment or suit against him neces-
sary, in order to charge him with notice. The rotice must be
such as is required in ordinary cases of trustees, and enough to
put a prudent man on inquiry.—(2 Wash. C. C. Rep., 196.)
Assignees and trustees, administrators and executors, are per-
sonally liable if they omit to discharge such debt or debts, if.
funds actually come into their hands. If a debtor dies withcut
sufficient property to pay his debts, the right to satisfaction out
of his estate, in preference to other: creditors, is undoubtedly in
the United States.—(10 Peters’, 612.) , :
The. priority of the United States does not extend =0 as to
take the property of a pariner from partnership effects to pay a’
separate. debt due by such partner to the United States, when
the partnership effects are not sufficient to satisfy the ereditors
of the partq;rship.w(United States vs. Hack, et. al., 8 Peters’,
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271.) If there be any deficiency in the proceeds of any particu-
lar estate to pay the mortgages thereon, the mortgages cannot -
come in upon the funds and proceeds of the sales of other estates,
except as general creditors. :

Opinion of the Attomey General.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’s OFFICE, )
July 22, 1845. §

Sir: I have received your communication of the 12th instant,
asking my opinion on a question involving ¢ any and what dif-
ference there exists between newspapers, pamphlets, magazines,
and periodicals, if the latter should be under nineteen hvndred
square inches,” under the act of 3d March, 1845, in view of the
rates of postage to be charged.

The act recognizes these four descriptions of mailable matter,
and prescribes the rate of postage. 'I'he difficulty consists in
determining under its provisions what particular publications
belong to each class. "1'his has been found to be embarrassing
to the Department, and opinions have been given by Mr. Legare
and by Mr. Nelson, at the request of the Postmaster General.
I do not regard it as yet free from difficulty:

The 2d section of the act of 3d March, 1845, declares that all
newspapers of no greater size or superficies than nineteen hun-
dred square inches, may be transmitied through the mails by the
editors or publishers thereof, to all subscribers or other persons
within thirty miles of the place of publication, free of postage."
It also prescribes the rates of postage on newspapers of less
size and of greater size, thus showing that Congress did not in-
tend to fix an arbitrary standard of size or dimension to deter-
mine what is a newspaper.

T'he 3a section prescribes the postage of all pamphlets, maga-
zines, periodicals, and every other kind and description of printed
or other matter, (except newspapers;) pamphlets, magazines,
. and periodicals have no free circulation, nor have all other kinds
and descriptions of printed or other matter except newspapers,
however short the distance. )

It appears to me that the exception applies to the descriptive
general terms immediately preceding every other kind and des-
cription of printed matter except newspapers, and as a conse-
quence, that pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals are not sy-
nonymous with newspapers. ‘

In the 15th section mailable matter, and matter properly
transmittable by mail, is defined to be all letters and newspapers,
and all magazines and pamphlets periodically published. The
continued and repeated distinction between the several publica-’
tions, lead to the construction of the act without much difficulty.
But in the 161h section, Congress. has for the first time given a
- definition of the term newspaper. It is declared that the term
newspaper hereinbefore used, ‘“ shall be and the same is hereby
defined to be, any printed publication issued in numbers consist-
ing of not more than two sheets, and published at short stated
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‘intervals of not more than one month, conveying intelligence of
spassing events and bona fide extras and supplements of any such
spublication.” This definition is substantially that given by Mec-
Culloch in his Commercial Dictionary. The act of 1825 had de-
fined a sheet to consist of four folio pages, eight quarto pages,
‘sixteen octavo pazes, or twenty four duodecimo pages, less than
that of a pamphlet size or magazine. 'This is the meaning of
the term sheet used in the act of 1845. McCulloch’s definition of
a newspaper is ‘¢ publications in numbers consisting commonly
of single sheets published at short and stated intervals, giving
intelligence of passing events.” His article on the subject throws
much light on the class of publications which come within the
definition. ¢ 'Their utility,” says he, ¢ to commerce is unques-
tionable. The advertisements they circulate, the variety of facts
-and information they contain, as to the supply and demand of
-commerce in all quarters of the world, their prices and the
regulations by which they are affected, render newspapers in-
dispensable to commercial men, supersede a great mass of cor-
xespondence, raise merchants in remote places towards an equal-
ity in point of information with those in the great marts, and

wonderfully quicken all the movements of commerce.” Thisis-

a legitimate commentary on the publication called newspaper, a
publication conveying intelligence of passing events. A maga-
zine is defined by Webster to be a ¢ pamphlet periodically pub-
lished, containing miscellaneous papers or compositions.” A
pamphlet is defined to be “ a small bock consisiing of a sheet of
paper or of sheets stitched together, but not bound.” Maga-
zines and pamphlets are not newspapers, but it may be admitted
that a newspaper of a superficies not exceeding nineteen hun-
dred square inches, may be put up in magazine or pamphlet
form, and not be subject to pestage as one or the other. 1 con-
clude, therefore, that neither the dimensions nor manner of put-
ting up, deiermines the character of the publication. W hat
then is the criterion ? 'T'he definition given in the law affordsa
satisfactory answer. It must be a publication communicating to
the public intelligence of passing events, and it is to the contents
rather than to the form that you must refer, to determine the
question. To entitle such a publication to the privileges of a
newspaper, its main object and purpose must be to disseminate
intelhgence of passing events, and the employment of a portion
of its columns in publishing essays or compositions of a moral,
;political, or literary character, is not inconsistent with this lead-
ing and general object. Under the act to make a publication a
newspaper entitled to free circulation, it must be first, printed ;
second, issued in numbers consisting of not more than two sheets,
whose superficies does not exceed nineteen hundred inches;
third, published at short stated intervals of not more than one
month ; and fourth, convey intelligence of passing events. It
-must be devoted as its pritmary object to this purpose of collect-
ing and disseminating news, or of conveying intelligence of pas-
sing events. [ should be disposed to regard the ¢ Living ‘Age”
as a magazine, and the application of the rule which I have en-
‘deavored 10 give, will enable you te decide on such others as
‘may be presented. ‘ : J. Y. MASON.
Hon. Cave Jonxson, Posimaster General,

o
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REGULATIONS

FOR THE

GOVERNMENT

OF THE

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

ORGANIZATION OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. -

CHAPTER 1.

The duties of the Department are dxvxded and dlstrnbuted as
follows, viz:

Sec. 1. The general supervision of the Post Office Depart-
ment is assigned by the constitution and laws to the Postmaster
General ; and, with a view to the more convenient and prompt
despatch of business,the duties of the Department are distributed
among the following bureaus: The Confract Office, under the
charge of the First “Assistant Postmaster General ; the Appoint-
sment Office, under the charge of the Second Assistant Postmaster
General ; the Finances, other than those assigned to the Auditor,
under the charge of the Third Assistant Postmaster General ;
‘the Miscellaneous branch, including the Inspection of Mazl
Servzcc under the chax ge of the Chief Clerk.

FIRST ASSISTA TPOSTMASTER GENERAL.

C'onlracl Qﬂice

2. To thls oFﬁce is assigned the business of arranging the mail
service of the United States, and placing the same under contract,
embracing all correspondence and proceedings respecting the
frequency of trips, mode of conveyance, and times of departures
and arrivals on all the routes; the course of the mail between the
different sections of the country and with foreign countries, the
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_ points of mail distribution, and the regulations for the government

goth of the domestic and foreign port service of the United States.
It prepares the advertisements for mail proposals, receives the
bids, and takes chorge of the annual and occasional mail lettings,
and the adjustment “and execution of the contracts. All appli-
cations for the establishment or alteration of mail arrangements,
and the appointment of mail agents and messengers, should be
sent to this office. All claims should be submitted to it for
transportation service not under contract, as the recoguition of
gaid service is first to be obtained through the Contiact Office as
a necessary authority for the proper credits at the Auditor’s Office.
T'he correspondence under the 6th, 19th, and 20th sections of
the act of 1825, and the 9th, and other sections of the act of
1845, and other acts for the protecuon of the mail service, is con-
ducted through this office. From this office all postmaetels at
the ends of routes receive the statement of mail arrangements
prescribed for the respective routes; and the different bureaus of
the Government obtain the official distances by course of mail.
It reports weekly to the Auditor all contracts executed, and all
orders affecting the accounts, and prepares the statistical exhibits
“of the mail service; and reports to Congress the mail letiings,
giving a statement of each bid ; ; also the contracts made, the new
service originated, the curtailments ordered, and- Lhe additional
allowances granted within the year.

SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL.
Appointment Office. - ¢

3. To this office are assigned all questions which relate to the
establishment and discontinuance of post offices, changes of sites
and names, appomtment and removal of poqtmastels as also the
giving instructions to deputy postmasters. Postmasters are fur-
nished with stamps letter balances, and blanks by this bureau.

I

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERA.L.

The Finances.

The Third Assistant Postmaster General has the foIlowmg as-
signment of duties, viz: ,

4. The supervision and management of the ﬁnancml business
of the Department, not devolved by law upon the Auditor, em-
bracing accounts with the draft offices and other depositaries of
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the Department, the issuing of warrants and drafts in payment of
balances reported by the Auditor to be -due io mail contractors
and other persons, the supervision of the accounts: of .offices
~under orders to deposite their quarterly balances at designated
points, and the superintendence of the rendition, by postmasters,
of their quarterly retarns of postages. He has charge of the
dead letter office, of the issuing of stamps for the prepayment
of postage, and of the accounts connected therewith.

To the Third Assistant Postmaster General all postmasters
should direct their quarterly returns of postages; those at- draft
offices, their letters reporting quarterly the néet proceeds of their
offices, and. those at depositing offices, their certificates of depo-
site ; to him should also be directed. the weekly and monihly
returns of the depositaries of the Department, as well as all ap-
phcauons tor prepaid stamps, and for dead letters. :

CHIEF CLERK.
Inspection.

5. To thisoffice is assigned the duty of receiving and examin-
ing all reports of failures of the mails, noting the delinquencies of
contractors, and preparing them for the action of the Postmaster
General ; furnishing blanks for reports of mail failures ; providing
and sending out mail bags, and mail locks and keys, and doing
all other things which may be necessary to secure a faithful and
exact performance of their contract on the part of contractors.

All reports of mail failures and all letters complaining of con-
tractors, should be duected ‘“ Post Office Department,” and super-
scribed ‘¢ Inspection.”

All cases of lost letters and mail depredations are also under
the supervision of this branch of the Depariment. All commu-
nications 1especung them should, therefore, be addressed as above.

Auditor’s Office of the Treasury for the Post Office D’eparlment.

6. To this office are assigned the duties of examining the re-
turns of postmasters, and of notifying them of errors found there-
in ; of adjusting their general accounts; of designating the post
offices from which contractors shall make collections, and of fur-
nishing them the blank orders and receipts necessary for that pur-
pose ; “of transmitting forms to postmasters at the ends of routes
for certifying the performance of mail service, and upon receipt of
said certificates, together with the acl\nowledgments of contractors
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- of collections, and of notices of fines imposed on them, of ad-
justing their quarterly compensation, and of transmitting to them
the drafts issued in payment of the balances found “due ; ; of
-adjusting the accounts for all blanks furnished to post offices, for
-advertising, mail bags,; mail locks and keys, stamps, special acents
and all other demands properly arising under the laws, conuacts,
- regulations or orders of the Department; of closing the accounts
of the Department quarterly, and of reporting the amounts paid
by postmasters pursuant to appropriations made by law, and of
-registering, charging, and countersigning all warrants upon the
Treasury for receipts and payments when warranted by law, as
- well as all drafts issued in payment or in the collection of debts,

7. To the Auditor are also assigned the duties of reporting all
delinquencies on the part of poslrmstens in paying over the moneys
in their hands; of directing suits, and superintending all proceed-
ings at law or in equity proper for enforcing the prompt collection
of all balances due the Department, mcludmg penalties imposed
on postmasters for failing to make returns, or pay over the pro-
ceeds of their offices.

8. To this office should be transrnitted all accounts, (other than
‘postmasters’ quarterly returns,) all letters and vouchers relating to
accounts or items in such returns, and the receipts of postmasters for
public property turned over to them by their predecessors; all ac-
knowledgments of drafts issued in payment of balances ; all certi-
ficates of service, receipts of contractors for, and their acknowled-
ments of collections from postmasters; all letters admitting. or
contesting balances due on general accounts of postmasters or con-
tractors ; all receipts for dralts issued in collecting such balances ;
and all letters returning such drafts, or reporting the non-payment
thereof ; all stated returns of District Attorneys and Marshals of
their proceedmgs in post office cases ; all receipts for deposites of
money collected in such cases; all letters making propositions of
‘settlement ; and all letters seeking directions, or giving information
preparatony to trial, or relating lo the service of executions or sale
-of property, &c., in any such cases.

Office of the Treasurer of the United States for the service qf‘
the Post Qffice Department.

9 The first section of the act of July, 1836, pmVIdeq lhal the
revenues arising in the Post Oflice Depa:tmem, and all debts due
to the same, shall, when collected, be paid, under the direction of
the Postmaster Geneml into the Trea_em y of the United Staics.
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_‘ CHAP"I_‘ER 2
Post Roads.

Post roads are—
- 10. Those roads which are declared by Act of Congress to be
such.—Act March 3, 1823.
11. All waters on which steamboats regularly pass from porb
to port.—Act March 3, 1823. ~
- 12. The navigable canals of the several States.
13. All railroads in the United States.
14. Those roads on which the Postinaster General causes the
mail to be carried from the nearest post offices on legally declared
post roads, to court-houses not otherwise provided with the mail.
~ 15 And all roads to special oﬂ‘ices —Act March 3, 1825 S’cc 4.

- CHAPTER 3.

Contractors.

16. The Umon is dlwded into four contract sectlons and a let-

-ting of contracts occurs every yeai.

The contract sections are— |

17. Maine, New Hampshire, Yermont, Massachuseits, Rhode»
Island, Connecncut and New York.

- 18. New Jersey, Pennqv]vama Delaware, Maryland, and Ohio.
- 19. V]rcrlnla, North Carollm, South Canolma, Georgia, and
: Florida. :

20). Mu,hlg'm, Indiana, Illinois, VVlsconsm Iowa Missouri,.
Kentucky, Tenunessee, Alabama MISSISSIppl Alkansas Lomsxana,
'T'exas, and Oregon.

21. The contiact year commences on the 1stof July, and four

~of those years constitute the full regular contract term. ——-See sec..
4, act of 1825.

22. Each contractor will execute duplicate contracts wnh sure-
ties to be returned, botk of them, to the Contract Office, one of them:

there to be filed, and the other to be reported to the Auditor; a -

copy of which will afterwards be furnished to the contractor.

23. If post offices depend for their supply of the mail npon:
postages received, and the postages received should fall short
of the amount which the contractor or carrier may be authorized
to receive out of them, he can have no claim on the Department
‘:for the deficiency. | .

o
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24. If the surplus exceeds the:amount, as stipulated in the
scontract to be paid by the Department, the surplus is to be held
subject to the draft or order of the Department.

25. During the existence of a contract for supplying an office,
the depury postmaster can only pay according to instructions, or in
-conformity with the contract, and he must forward to the Auditor
the receipt of the contractor for such payment immediately upon

“the close of the quarter.

26. If the contractor fails to perform the service stipulated in
‘the contract, it. becomes the duty of the postmaster to report the
fact to the Postmaster General, and “to furnish the name of the

‘person (if one can be found) who will enter into:contract at the

lowest price, for the residue of the term. ’
27. After the expiration of a contract,and until the Postmaster
‘General has decided upon any offer to enter into a new contract,
or upon the expediency of discontinuing the office, or of making
-some other provision for its supply, postmasters cannot make any
payment, unless expressly authorized by him. .
28. Contractors are required, in all cases, to carry the entire

- mail, and are not permitied to leave bags of newspapers and

pamphlets on their routes. |

29. 'The Postmaster General may annul the contract for failures
-on the part of the contractor ; for violating the Post Office laws ;
for disobeying the instructions of the Department; for refusing to
discharge a carrier when required by the Department ; for assign-
Ang the contract without the consent of the Postmaster General.

30. The Postmaster General is prohibited by law from know-
ingly making a contract for the transportation of the mail with
any person who shall have entered into any combination, or pro-
posed to enterinto any combination, to prevent the making of any
bid for a mail contract by any other person or persons, or who
-shall have made any agreement, or shall have given or performed,
-or promised to give or perform, any consideration to do, or not to
do, any thing whatever to induce any other person not to bid for
-a mail contract. | .

CHAPTER 4.
Proposals for carrying the Mail.

31. A bid received after the time designated in the proposal,
‘without the guaranty required by law, or that combines several
‘routes in one sum of compensation, cannot be considered in com-
jpetition with a regular proposal not adjudged to be extravagant.
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32. A bidder may offer, where the transportation called for ir
the advertisement is difficult or impracticable at certain seasons,
to substitute an inferior mode of conveyance, or to intermit service-
a specified number of days, weeks, or months. - He may propose
to omit an office that is inaccessible, or is not on the stage road, the:
railway, or at a steamboat landing, as the case may be ; or he may
offer to substitute an inferior mode of supply in such cases. He-

may propose different days:and hours of departure and arrival, pro-
vided no more running time is asked, and it is obvious that no mall
connexion or other public accommodation is prejudiced. He may
ask for more running time to the trip, during a specified number
of days, at certain seasons of peculiarly bad roads; but, beyond
these changes, a proposal for service different from the adver-
tisement will prevent its being considered in competition with a re-
gular bid not set aside for extravagance ; and where a bid contains-
any of the above alterations, their dxsadvantaaes will be estlmated
in comparing it with other proposals.

33. There should be but one route bid for in a proposql

34. The route, the service, the yearly pay, the bidder’s name
and residence, and the name of each member of the firm, where
a company offers, should be distinctly stated ; also the mode of”
conveyance, if a higher mode than on horseback is intended.

35. The bid should be sent under seal, addressed to the Flirst
Assistant Postimaster General, with ¢ Mail proposals in the State
of ,”> written on the face of the letter ; and should be des-
palched in time to be received by or before the time sPec1ﬁed in
the advertisement.

36. Under the act of 3d March 1845, the route is to be let to
the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guaranties for faithful per-
formance, without other reference to the mede of transportation
than may be necessary to provide for the due celerity, certainty,
and security of such transportation.

When the lowest bid proposes a mode of conveyance that is
inadequate for the route, in respect to the certainty, security, and
celerity of the mails, aside from any accommodation for tmvel it
will not be entitled to the route.

' 37. When the bid does not name a mode of conveyance, it will
be taken and understood to be for the lowest mode of conveyance,
to wit : on horseback. When it proposes to catry according to
the advertisement, and no mode of conveyance is st2ied for the
route in the advextxcement it will ke consrdeled as offering only
for horseback conveyance.

38. Since the passage of the act of March 3, 1845, a new de-
scription of bid has been received. It specifies no mode of con-
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veyance, but engages to carry the mail with certainty, ¢elerity,
and security, using the terms of the law. These bids are called,
from the manner in which they are designated on the books of
the Department, ¢ star bids.”” It has been decided, after mature
consideration, that a bid proposing a specific inode of conveyance
-of as high a grade as two-horse coach transportation is to be. pre-
ferred to the star bid. "The experience of the Department enables
it to lay down the following rules, viz: -

When the mail on the route is not so large as to require two-
horse coach conveyance, a star bid, 1f the lowest, will be preferred
to the specific bid.

39. When the mails are of such size and welght as to render it
necessary or expedient, 1n reference to them alone, to provide two-
horse coach conveyance, the specific bid, though the highest, will
be preferred to the star bid, to the extent of a moderate difference
in the compensation, in case the difference is not such as to inter-
fere with -the policy of the new law, which looks to a reduction in
the cost of transportation. Exception, however, may be allowed,
where the star bid is made by the present owner of the stock on
the route, and it is manifest that the reasons for prefeiring the
specific bid do not exist in his case.

40. On routes of the highest class, where four. horse coach
er steamboat transportation is required by the size and importance
of the mails, the preference for the specific bid will be, if neces-
sary, carried to a greater extent of difference than on the inferior
coach routes, subject, however, to the exceptions above stated.

41. A modification of a bid, in any of its essential terms, is
tantamount to a new bid, and cannot be received, so as (o inter-

fere with regu]ar compeuuon after the last hour set for recelving
bids.

- . CHAPTER 5.

Deputy Pbsfma.slers, by whom appointed.

A2. Postmasters at offices where the commissions amount to
wone thousand dollars and upwards, per annum, receive their ap-
pointment from the President of the United States, with the con-
currence of the Senate. ¢t of 1836, sec. 33.

43. Upon the appointment of a postinaster, he is furmshed wnth
a leuer of appointment and a blank bond. Upon executing the

bond, as required, and taking the oaih of office, he is aulhorlzed
10 lake charcre. of the office, and not before. :

“
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Who can hold the office of Postmaster.

44. No person can hold the office of postmaster Who shall not
be an actual resident of the city or town wherein the post office
is situated. Act of 1836, sec. 36.

45. No peison can hold the office of postmaster who is not a
citizen of the Umted States

CHAPTER 6.

Steps to be taken on receiving the Appointment.

46. Every person who receives the appointment of postmaster,
will take and subscrlbe before a magistrate, the following oaths,
viz: ‘

«“J, - do swear, (or affirm, as the
case may be,) that T will faithfully perfonm all the duties required -
of me, and abstain from everything forbidden by the laws in rela-
tion to the establishment of the Post Office and post roads within
the Uniled States.”

«] do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that T
will support the. COH:tltUUOn of the United States.”—vct of 1825,
sec. 3.— Constitution of the United Stales, art. 6.

47. These oaths should be certified by the magistrate who ad-~
ministers them. _ '

48. 'The person appomted will then execute the bond forward-
ed to him by the Department, and signed in the presence of suit-
able witnesses, by himself and at least two surelies, the sufficiency
of each of whom, for the payment of the sum- inserted in the bond,
must be shown by the certificate of the maglstrate who admm-
isters the oath. Acf of 1825, sec. 3.

~ 49. In case of the death, removal from the State, or bankruptcy‘
of ene or both of the sureties, the postmaster will report
the fact to the Department, in order that a new bond may be
taken.

50. The oaths and bond are then to be placed in the mail, and

transmitted to the Appointment Office, and when received a com-
mission will issue.

 CHAPTER 7. 4
'- C’/Laz"ge of the Oﬁce.‘.

" 51. The office of postmaster is one of much trust and
responsibility, and the appointment proceeds from a confidence
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reposed in him perso'mlly by the Postmaster General. Therefore
he cannot be permitted to transfer the charge of his office, and
the performance of its datics to another ; thus’ creating a sinecure,
and virtually substituting in his stead as deputy postnmster, a per-
son unknown to the Department

52. It follows, also, that though he may have one or more as-
sistants, he is required to have, in person, a general superinten-
dence of his office ; since without it, the guaranty afforded to the
Department, by the reputation and character which induced the
appointment, that the office would be well conducted, is lost.

53. The duties of his office must be performed only by himself,
personally, or by a sworn assistant or assistants, whom he may
employ to aid him, when necessary ; for the care and attention of
every one of whom he will be hiinself responsible to the Depart-
ment.

54. Every assistant, before he is permitted to have any agency
in the-business of the office, must take and subscribe the oaths set
forth in the preceding chapter, whichh must be certified by a mag-
istrate, and forwarded to the Department.—/2ct of 1825, sec. 2.

55. On taking charge of a post office, the postmaster will
take duplicate inventories of all property belonging to it, be-
ing careful to make separate ones of the locks, keys, and mail-
bags; also of all laws, regulations, circulars, OldelS &c.; also of
all letters, packets, newspapers, and pamph]el and other mail
matter on hand, stating the unpaid postage, and footing up the
aggregate amount thereof.

56. He will deliver one set of the duplicate mventones, with
his receipt thereon, to his predecessor, and transmit the other to
the Auditor’s Ofﬁce one respecting locks keys, and mail bags, to
the Inspection Ofﬁce, and that rebpecllnd the mail matter on
hand, to the Auditor.

57. Precaution should be taken by the postmaster in all cases
to appoint an assistant to prevent the office from being left without
a duly qualified person to perform its duties, in case of the
necessary absence, the sickness, resignation, or death of the post-
- Imaster.

58. The postmaster wﬂl cause his clerks,also the letter carriers,
to take the necessary oaths of office, and send them for file to the
Appointment Office, before they enter upon their duties. The
letter carriers, also, must execute bonds with sureties.

59. No person under the age of sixteen years should be em-
ployed as a mail carrier on any post route, or a clerk in any
post office in the United States. The better to enforce this regu-
lauon it is required that the ages of the carriers and clenks “be
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-enlered upon the oaths of office, which they respectively take be-
fore they are transmitted by the contractor or postinaster, to the
Department for file. ., And the special agents ot the Department
will promptly report all instances of non-compliance with this
regulation to the Appointment Office.

60. Postmasters, assistants, and clerks, regularly employed and
-engaged in post offices, and also post riders, and drivers of mail
stages, are by law exempt from militia duty and serving on juries,
-and from any fine or penalty for neglect thereof.— Acz of 1825,
sec. 35 ; Jct of 1836, sec. 34.

61. A postmaster will suffer no person whatever, except his
duly sworn assistants, or clerks and letier-carriers, who may also
have been sworn, to have access to the letters, newspapers, and
packets in his office, or whatever constitutes a part of the mail, or
to the mail keys.

62. Mails may be opened and made up in the view of persons
not authorized to handle them, but never within their reach ;
while discharging these duties, therefore, he will, if a room be
appropriated to the use of his office, exclude from it all persons
-eXcepi his assistants regularly employed and sworn.

63. For the safe keeping of letters and packets at post offices,
where the business is not so extensive as to require the appropria-
tion of a room to that use, a cheap, plain desk, or case, is to be
provided at the expense of the Department, with a good lock and
&ey. But this expense, nor any contingent expense, will not be -
allowed, unless the nett proceeds of the office amount to at least
$5 per quarter.

61. T'he postmaster will keep his office open for the despatch
of business, every day, except Sunday, during the usual hours of
business in the place; and attend at such other hours as may be
necessary to receive and despatch mails.—Act of 1825, sec. 11.

65. When the mail arrives on Sunday, he will keep his office
open for one hour or more, if the public convenience require it,
after the arrival and assortinent thereof, unless it be during the
time of public worship; in which case he will keep the office
open for one hour or more, if necessary, after the same has ceased.

60. It is expecied that a disposition to accommodate will prompt
him to search for and deliver a letter, on the application of a per-
son who cannot call in the usual office hours. | .

67. The postmaster having voluntarily assumed the responsi-
.bilities of office, he is not at liberty to abandon them, either by
closing his office, or by transferring its management -and funds to
an irresponsible person. Upon receiving notice, at any time, of a

. wish to retire, the Department will take measures to select and
8 N

-4
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appoint a suitable successor. But until a successor is appointed,.

and has been qualified by giving bond, he will continue in charge-

of the office, either personally or by an assistant, for whose acts
he is responsxble.

68. If at the expiration of any period for which he may ‘have
received an appointment from the President, or Postmaster Gene-
ral, and has not received a new appomtment and qnalified under
1t, or a successor has not been appointed and qualified, he will in
like manner continue in charge of the office, either peisonally or
by an assistant, for whose acts he is responsible, until one or other
of these events happen.

69. Whether the appoingnent be from the President or the
Postmaster General, in the event of death, the responsibility of the

bondsmen will continue, for the ﬁdellty of the person left in -

charge of the office, until a suceessor is appointed and qualified.

70. And it may be lawful for the sureties or any one of them te
perform the duties of postmaster, by themselves or agent, until
their successor be appointed.

71. All instructions, circulars, and orders received by a post-
master, from any branch, or officer of the Department, are to be
filed in the office, and turned over to his successor. In like man-
ner he will turn over to his successer, or in the event of the dis-
continuance of the office, deliver to the nearest postmaster, as pub-
lic proverty, all desks, cases, and other furniture or fixtures, and
all books, maps, blanks, stationery, and other articles, which have
either been furnished to him as postmaster, or have been charged
and allowed at any time, whether as contingent expenses in the
quarterly account, or as items in the commission, emolument, or
other account, and which may remain on hand when the vacancy
or discontinnance happens.

72. 1f, from any cause, a post office ceases to operate,the near-
est postmaster on the same route will report the fact to the De-
partment, and open the mails addressed to such office, deliver the
letters and papers to the persons entilled to them, and account for
the postage, in the returns of his own office.

73. When the Postmaster General shall change the name of an -

existing post otlice, the order will not take effect until the post-
master shall have executed new bonds and returned them to the
Second Assistant Postmaster General. 'When the bond shall have
been thus executed and relurned, the name designated by the
Postmaster Gereral will be used from and after the first day of the
next succeeding quarter. DBut no postmaster can change
the name of his oﬁico without the order of the Depariment; and

he is expected to be partuu}m in seeing none other snbeumleé

than the proper official name of his office.

7
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74. In all communications to the Department, as well as in his
private correspondence, every postinaster should embrace in the
date, the name of his post office, county, (district or parish,) and
State.

CHAPTER 8.

The operations of the Department, on the mail routes, and in
the post offices, are divided into—

1. The making up and forwarding of mails.

2. The receiving and opening of inails and delivering of let-
ters, newspapers, and packets.
- 3. Thhe keeping and rendering of accounts and payment of'
balances.

Making up and forwarding mails. What mdy be admitted into
the mail.

76. The mails were established for the transmission of intelli-
gence ; the articles, therefore, proper to be sent in them are letters,
newspapcrs, and pampalets.

76. Packets of every description, WelD‘hlnD‘ more than three
pounds, are to be excluded, except public doewnems printed by
order of either House of OO[]O'leSb, or such pub‘ieations or books
as have or may be published, plocmed or purchased, by order of
either House of Congress, or a joint resolution of the two Houses,
legally franiced.

%7."Bound books of any size are not included in the term
mailable matter, except books sent by Governois of States, and
bound public documents legally franked.

CHAPTER 9.

How the mails should be made up.

78. Letters received to be sent by mail, should be carefully
marked with the name of the Post Office at which they are re-
ceived, and the initial of the State or Territory, the day of the
month on which they are forwarded in the mail, and &he rate of
postage chargeable on them; or if they he free, with the word
Free. The name, date, and Flee, may be either writlen .or
stamped on them.

- 79. At offices where there is much business, the work of rating
and marking should be performed as fast as the letters are receiv-
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ed, and not left until the time of closing the mail, when, in the
hurry of business, mmany crrors might be committed.

80. Letters, however, must bear post mark, and post bills must -

bear the date on which the mail leaves the post office.

81. The postinaster will carefully assort the letters—and alll

letters addressed to offices in his own State, and all letters ad-
dressed to distributing offices, capitals of States and Territories,
and all letters to offices in other States, situated between his
office and a distributing office, he shall mail direct. When
a letter necessarily passes through a distributing office, it shall
be the duty of the poctmaster to mail to the nearest distributing
cffice short of the place where the letier 1s directed, and wiite
upon the packet the name of the office and Sta(e, aind the
letters D. P. O. (the usual abbreviation for ¢ Distributing Post
Office,”’) for example: A letter from Richmond, Virginia, to Day-
ton, Ohio, should be mailed and directed ¢ Columbus, Ohio, D.
P. O.”

82. Way offices on railroads will be supplied by exchanging of
pouches as the cars pass, without waiting for time to change the

mail, and postmasters at such offices should have the mails ready :

when the cars come.

83. The number of letters and amount of postage are to be en-
tered under the proper heads in the post bill, to be sent with
thern ; and having written the proper address at the top of the bill,
the saine must be dated and signed by the postmaster.

84. 'The post bill being completed, its contents are to be entered
in the Account of mails sent, stating the name of the office (and

State if a different one,) to which the mail-is sent, (or if sent to a .

distributing office the name of such office.) Letters for distribu-
ticn, and letters for delivery, should be made up in separate pack-
e!s, aud a way bill should accompany each packet.

85. The letters are to be made up into bundles, and the post
bill with them, wrapped In a paper of proper strength, and tied
with twine. If there are more letters for one office than can be
conveniently put into one bundle, they should be made up into
two or more bundles, and numbered tle post bill being put into
the last number.

86. The mails for all the offices to which there are any letters
addressed, being in this manner complete, they are to be put into
the bag or bags destined 10 receive them, which is to be locked
and delivered to the carrier.

87. Post bills, as to year, month, and day of the momh should
always be fully and plainly dated ; ; and the date shonld in all
cases, cortespond with the dayon which they are, or by due coutse

)
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of mail should be, actually sent, without regard to the day om
which they may happen to have been made up. ,

CHAPTER 10.

Lleceiving and Despatching mails.

88. A postmaster will always be in readiness, in person, or by
his assistants, to receive the mail when it arrives, and despatch it
with all possible expedition.

89. If no special regulation upon the subject has been made in

regard to his oflice, he is allowed seven minutes only to change
the mail.

90. If the mail be carried in a stage, coach, or =ulky, it Wl”be
the duty of the driver to deliver it as near the door of his oflice,
as he can come with his vehicle, but he is not required to leave
his horses, neither should he be permiited to throw the mail on
the ground

91. He will never detain a mail beyond the time fixed for its
departure, except for the arrival of a pending mail, and in that
case it should be despatched in time to connect with other impor-
tant mails, at the place of arrival.

92. When the mail is to remain but a few minutes at his cffice,
the mail should be made up and ready to put into the mail bag
before the time it usually arrives.

93. He will siop all packets which he finds going in the
wrong direction, and put them in the right one.

94. In case of a fuilure of the mail, he will forward all the
packets by the next trip. :

95. It is inadmissible to send letters in a canvass bag without a
leather bag and lock.

96. Never deliver the muail bag to the carrier wuhout bemg
certain that jt is locked. :

CHAPTER 11.

Opening the mail.

97. Upon the arrival of the mail, at any post office, the pack-
ets addressed to that office, and none other, will be opened, and
the postmaster will find in each one a bill of the contents, called
a post bill. Compare this bill with the contents, and if they do
not agree, note upon the bill the amount of the dlfference, and
whether undercharged or overcharged.
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98. Every postmaster will then look over the lelters thus re-
eeived, to see if the postages be properly charged or marked on
them, and correct the rates on the letters, where he sees mistakes,
noting the amount corrected on the bill, as under or overcharged.

9. If a postmaster observes any letters that are not within
his delivery, and are missent to his office, he will put them in the
proper place to be forwarded, noting on the bill the amount for-

warded, and writing on the letters the words “ mnissent and Jor-
warded » with the date. They should be forwarded by the first
mail.

100.- Upon making up the mail it is the duty of every postmaster
when he is of opinion, or has good reason to believe, that any let-
ter has been illegally franked, to erase the frank, and charge the
. same with the legal postage ; and the postmaster at the office of
delivery of any letter which he believes has been illegally franked,
is directed to charge such letter with the legal postage ; and lf
upon an exhibition of any letter franked and rated with postage
upon which postage has been charged and collected, it shall ap-
pear, that the same was a letter rightfully and Iegally franked by
the person who wrete it, or if written by another at the request of
him who franks it, upon the business of the office of the person
franking, the poqtage will be refunded, and the proper entries made.

101. 'T'hese examinations having been made, the postmaster ] 18
veady to deliver the letiers, newspapers, &ec.

102. Having carefully examined the post billg, and found them
right, or dlscovered and corrected their errors, as well in casting
up, as in the particulars above mentioned, every postmaster will
enter their contents in the Account of mails received, stating the
name of the office (and State, if out of his own,) from which
each bill came.

103. Every postmaster will enter the amount of unpaid letters,
as it is charged in the bill, whether the charge be correct or erro-
neous. Jf erroneous, it falls either under the denomination of

undercharged or ovezcharged and by an entry of the sum, under
or overcharged, in the proper column, that error is balanced.

104. All letters received by mail are o be emtered in the Account
of Maziis received, though no post bill accompany them, and the
fact should be noted on the account that no post bill was Teceived.

105. Letters received by mail regularly marked paid by the post-
master, or having on it a prepaid stamp, are to be delivered as paid,
thourrh they be entered in the bill as unpaid. In such case the
postmaster will make the proper correction on the post bill; in-
form the postmaster who mailed the lectter of the mlqtake, and
request him to make the necessary correction in his Account of
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snails sent. If the error be repeated postmasters will noufy the °
facts to the Department.

106. When a postmaster opens the mail bag, he should
be careful to leave no packets of letters or newspﬁperq addressed
to his office in it; and, if his office be at a connecting point of the
mails, from which other mails branch, he will caxefully examine
the pdckets in the bag, take out all such as are addressed
to offices supplied by the branching mails, and give them their
proper direction by the earliest conveyance. When this is ne-
glected, it is expected that the first postmaster who discovers it,
will return the missent packets, and promptly report the facts to
the Department. :

CHAPTER 12.
Time allowed for opening the mail.

107. Seven minutes are allowed for opening and closing the
‘mails at a’l offices where no particular time is specified ; but on
railroad and steamboat routes, there i1s to be no more delay than
1s necessary to deliver and receive the bags.

CHAPTER 13.

Distribution, in what manner to be made up.

103. Distribution offices are established to insure certainty and
. regularity in the transmission of letters and packets between re-
mote points; and to this end, besides the usual business of a post
office, certain peculiar dutiesare performed in them.

109. Letters addressed to distributing offices are not to be stop-
ped or opened at any other oflice, and when received are not to be
-entered in the account of mails received for distribution.

110. All post bills proper for distributing offices are to be filled
-according to the directions in chapter 9, with the contents of each
parcel, and addressed, as the case may he, either to the office for
delivery, or to the proper distributing office. 'These post bills are
‘then to be dated, and entered in the JAccount of muails sent from
the dzsc‘rabutmcr office.

111. A postmaster at a distributing office will not open and dis-
tribute a mail which is addressed to a particular office, though it
may pass through his office.

112. If letters be sent by any postmaster to a distributing post
-office, when they should have been mailed direct to the offices to
-which they are addressed, the postmaster at such distributing post
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. office, will request the postmaster so sending to correct his prac-

tice; and if continued, report him for such violation of instructious.. .

113. All letters and packets are to be distributed and remailed
before the departure of the mail ; and on no account are they t0~
be delayed a single post. ,

CHAPTER 14.
Time allowed for closing mails at Distributing Offices.

'114. The gleat mails are to be closed at all distributing offices,.
‘one hour before the time fixed for their departure; and all other
mails at those offices, and all mails at all other offices, half an
hour before that time unless the departure is between 9 o’clock,
P. M, and 5, A. M., in which case the mail is to be closed at 9,
P. M.—Act of 1825, sec. ll,paae 7.

- CHAP I‘ER 15.

Postagc on Letlers.

115. On a letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight, sent
any distance not exceeding three hundred miles, five cents.

116. When sent any distance over three hundred miles ten cents..

117. For every additional weight of half an ounce, or any frac-
tional excess of less than half an ounce, there shall be chmged an
additional postage of five orten cents, accordmg to the distance.

118. On letters dropped” in the post coffice for delivery in lhe
same place, two cents each.

119. Letters addressed to different persons, enclosed in the same:
envelope or packet, cannot be sent through the mails, under a
penalty of ten dollars, unless addressed to foreign countries. 'This:
18 not applicable to packets made up by postmasters to be forward-
ed from one office to another.

120. The distance according to which postage is chargeable, is-
that on the post road from one oﬂice to another, upon whlch the-
mail is conveyed. |

121. Letters should in all cases be sent by the most eredmous
routes, unless otherwise ordered by the person sending the same.

CHAPTER 16.

Postage on Ship and Steamboat Lelters.
- 122, All ship letters and packets are to be charged with a post--

age of six cents each, when delivered from the office - at which:

-
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they are first received ; when forwarded in the mail to other offi-
ces, with two cents, in addition to the ordinary rates of postage.
"I‘hey should all be marked * Ship,” at the time of receiving
them. "T'his applies to all letters and packets brought by vessels.
from foreign countries, as weil as those conveyed from one port to
another in the United States over routes not declared post roads.

123. Masters of foreign packets are not to be paid any thing for
letters delivered into the office ; ; such letters are, notwuhetandma
to be charged with postage, when delivered from the office, or for-

warded by mail. _ »

124. 'I'he above rales of postage are not to be increased on let-
ters and packets, carried in a private ship or vessel, from one port
in the United States to another, though a part of the voyage be
over a water declared to be a post road. Thus, the Mississippi
river, from New Orleans to the mouth, is a post road ; ; yet letters
carried by ship between New Orleans and any other port in the
United States, are subject (o the usual ship letter postage. Butif
the whole of the water between any two poits, be a post road by
law, then inland postage will be charged.

125. Lietters and packets that are carried on any of the waters
of the United States, in packets, under an arrangement with the
Department, are subject to the same postage as if cartied in the
mail overland.

126. Upon letters and packets received from the masters of
steamboats,on waters deemed post roads, the persons addressed will
be charged, when delivered to them, the same postage as if the
letters and packets had been conveyed in the mail overland.

127. If a letter be received as above, to be sent in the mail to
another office, there will be charged the proper rate of postage
for the distance between the placb at which the letier was placed
on board the boat, and the cffice to which it is addressed. Let-
ters brought by steamboats should be marked ¢ St amboqt,” at
the time of receiving them.

128. I'or every letter received by a postmaster at a sea port, to
be conveyed to a foreign country, there shall be paid to the post—
master one cent.—uact of 1823, sec. 34.

129. Tlie master (except of a foreign packet) is to be paid two
cents for each letter and packet delivered by him, except to
ports on Lake KErie, where one cent is to be paid to the master,
and except where specml contracis are made,

130. Iftheleiters be delivered into the post office by a passenger

r sailor, and not in behalf of the master, nothing is to be paid for ,
lhem ; they are, neveriheless, to be ch(ncred with ship letter post-
age, and the number entered in the account of ship letters, with
the name of the vessel in which lhey were broucrht :
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131. For every letter or packet, delivered by the master of a
steamboat, every postmaster will pay him two cents, or one cent
if on Lake Eirie, unless his boat carries letters and packets under
a contract with the Department. He will take the receipt of the

master, specifying the number of letters, and the places from
which they were brought. Aect of 1825, sec. 6.

132. On ship letters and packets, two cents are to be charged in
addition to the ordinary rates when mailed for other places.

-133. The account of steamboat letters received, with the sums
paid for them, and the postage on such, as are to be delivered
from the office, isto be kept in the account of ship and steamboat
detters recetved, and as the account of ship letters.

CHAPTER 17.

Postage on Way Letters.

134. Way lefters are such letters as a mail carrier receives on
his way between two post offices. The carrier will deliver them
to the first post office at which he arrives. 'The postmaster will
inquire of the carrier at what places he received them, and rate
them with postage from those places to the offices to which they
are directed, writing against the rate, the word ¢ way.”—Act of
1825, sec. 20.

135. If such way letters are within the delivery of the office,
the amount of their postage is to be noted on one of the bills re-
-celved by the same post, and when the bills in the Account of
mails received are entered, such amount of postage in the column
headed Way letter, is to be entered also.

136. If any of these way letters are not to be delivered by the
postmaster, their postage 1s not to be entered in that column, but
the letters are to be included in the post bill with the other letters
for the office to which they are addressed.

137. The postmaster will pay the mail carrier one cent if de-
manded for each way letter which he delivers to him, and add
4hat cent to the ordinary postage on the letter.

CHAPTER 18.
Postage on Circulars and Handbills.

138. On all circulars or handbills which may be printed or
lithographed, on quarto post or single cap paper, or paper not
larger than single cap, and which are folded and directed but left
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unsealed, three cents on each for any distance, to be paid in ad-
vance when the circulars are deposited in the office ; when sealed
to be rated as letlels and when rated as letters plepdyment is not
required.

139. Quarto post is the size usually called letter paper, single
cap is the size commmonly called foolscap or writing paper.

140. When the circular is on a sheet larger than single cap, it
is to be rated with pamphlet postage.

141. If persons with the obvious and palpable intent to evade
the payment of postage, in their correspendence, send through
the mails matters of private concern, in printed sheets, having
the form and some of the characteristics of newspaperq or
pamphlets, such papers are to be taken and considered as hand-
bills or circulars, and must be charged with postage accordingly.
And publications containing advertisements, recommendations of
goods, &c., although they may borrow the name of a newspaper
and may contain a quantity of general matter, are to be rated as
handbilis.

142. Prospectuscs of newspapers accompanying papers, or sent
separately, are to be charged as circulars, and postage required in
advance.

143. Engravings are to be charged with handbill postage.

144. Letier postacre is to be charged on all handbills, circulars,
or other things assuming that slnpe which contain any manu-
script wmmg whatever.

145. Corrected proof sheets are to be charged with postage on
pamphlets not periodical, in case the corrections be those only of
typographical errors; but if new matter be introduced by the cor-
rections, the sheeis are subject to letier postage.

146. Postmasters will charge letter postage on all packets that
are closely enveloped and sealed, so that what they contain can-
not be known, and on newspapers so enveloped as not to be open
at one end.

CHAPTER 19.
Postage on Newspapers.

147. Ne\vqpqpers carried not over 100 miles, or any distance
within the State in which they are mailed, are o be chatged with
a postage of one cent each.

148. If carried over 100 miles, and out of the State in which
they are mailed, they are to be charged with one and a half cents
each.—Act of 1825, sec. 30.
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149. This postage is chargeable by the newspaper, not by the
sheet. Hence, if two or more newspapers be printed on one sheet,
as has been done, full postage is to be charged on each; nor is
the postage to be abated on a newspaper printed on less than a
whole sheet.

150. Newspaper postaO'e is to be charged upon newspapers, extra
newspapers, supplements to newspapers, and the printed or writ-

ten notices sent by the publishers of newspapers to their subscri-
“bers, attached to the margin of the newspaper, stating the amount,
due for subseription.— Al of 1825, sec. 13.

151. Publishers’ receipts cannot be so sent, but &¢/ls only ; and
this privilege does not extend to pubhchels of pamphlets and
magazines.

152. A newspaper is defined to be any printed publication is-
sued in numbers, and published at stated intervals of not more
than a month, conveying intelligence of passing events. It gen-
erally consists of a sheet, but may be composed of two sheets, of
paper. 1In such case it is chargeable with only single newspaper
postage ; provided the two sheets, in the aggregate,do not exceed
nineteen hnndred square inches. 1If it exceed thatsuperficial ex-
tent, 1t is to be rated as a pamphlet.

153. An extra newspaper, or a supplement to a new':p'lper,
when they are such, buna jide, will be rated separately, with news-
paper postage. Whenv they are styled extra or supplementary
newspapers, but are in fact mere advertisements or circulars, they
will be chaiged as such, with three cents each sheet, (to be pre-~

paid,) if not more lh'in smgle cap or quarto post; if on a sheet
larger, then they will be charged as pamphlets.

154. When the atticle to be mailed is a circular, pamph]et, or
newspaper, it should be so enveloped or folded that 1t can be dis-
tinctly seen at the cffice to be such, and also that it centain no
writing, marks, or signs, (o serve the purpose of writlen commu-
nications. If not done up so as to be open at the end, it is to be
charged as a letter, by weight.

155. Contractors, mail carriers, railroad and steamboat lines
Inay carry rnewspapers out cf the mails, for sale or distribution
among regular subscribers. But if such newspapers are delivered
to the postmaster, to distribute among subsciibers ,postage must be
charged and collected.

156. Reprints of books or magazines in newspaper form, are like-
wise (0 be rated with periodical pamphlet postage.

157. Extras of a paper which centain mainly and chiefly a re-
publication of books or piivate matier must be placed on the foot-

ing of periodical pamphlets.—See Opirion of the Attorney Gene-
ral, at the end of volume of Laws.



25

158. Newspapers not sent from the office of publication, by -
which is meant those not sent by editors or publishers, except
such as are legally franked, are to be rated at three cents, and the

postage paid in advance at the time they are deposited in the
office.

'CHAPTER 20.
Postage on Pampllets and Magazines.

159. On all pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and every other
kind and description of printed or other matter, (except news-
papers, and except, also, circulars, handbills, and advertisements,
as aforusa,xd,) which shall be unconnected with any manuscript
communication whatever, two and a half cents for every copy of
no greater weight than oue ounce, for any distance. Ior every
addiiional ounce, one cent; any fractional excess exceeding half
an ounce, to be charged as an ounce; but any excess less than
half an ounce is not (0 be regarded.

160. A pamphlet is a small unbound printed book. A maga-

zine is a pamphlet published periodically, in numbers, containing
articles on science, literature, politics, news, &c. &ec.

CHAPTER 21.
. Paid Letters, Newspapers, and Pamphlels.

161 If the writer of a paid letter wishes the postmaster
at the nearest office (o forwa:d the letter by a private opportunity,
to a place where there is no post office, it is to be duly forwarded
in that manner, when a proper oppouumfy occcurs.

162. Any person who desires it is to be allowed to pay the
postage on any letter, newspaper, magazine, or pamphlet, which
~ he deposites in the office, to be sent by mail ; the rate of postage
- is to be marked upon it, and against the rate, the word ¢ Paid?
~ at full length. All ‘pald letters handbills, c1rcu]ars and newspa-
pers are to ) be entered in the po«t bill, and when the mail is made
up, in the proper column in the Account of mails sent.

163. The postage on the paid newspapers and pamphlets is to
. be placed at the foot of Accounts of newspapers and pamphlets
- received.

164. In entering the postage received on paid newspapers and
pamphlets, sent from his office at the foot of this account, (sece
preceding sec.) the postmaster will distinguish that which is re-
ceived on ncwspapers from that received on pamphlets.

-




CHAPTER 22.

Abating and rq/'undihg Postage.

165. If it be demanded, postmasters will remit the. post'we
charged on letters written by postmasters in the discharge of their
official duty.such as letters to publishers of newspapers informing
them that their papers are not taken out, &c., whuh should be
franked.

166. But the postage on a per‘lte letter cannot be remitted, on
the ground that the writer might have franked it.

167. Postmasters may refund an overcharge caused by an er-
roneous estimate of the weight of the letter, or of the distance on
the post road over which the letter was ccnveyed.

168. Sometimes packets of newspapers, pamphlets, and books,
chiefly from abroad, made up in the form of letters, are deposned
in a post office, to be sent in the mail. Such packets slhiould be
rated with letter postage according to their weight. When they
arrive at the office of delivery, if the party to whom they are ad-
dressed, would claim an abatement of the letter postage, he should
open them in the presence of the postmaster. If they contain
only the articles above mentioned, they may be delivered upon
the payment of the postage legally chmo'eable upon those articles.
See sec. 152.

169. In all cases other than those stated in the preceding sec-
tions, where an abatement of postage on articles sent in the mail
is clalmed postmasters will report the facts specially to the De-
partment for its decision.

170. When any abatement of letter poslaae takes place, it
should be specially noted on the post bill that came with the
ovelcharged letters.

CHAPTER 23.

Collection of Posta_r,re.

171. Postmasters will receive nothing but specie in payment
of postage, or of any draft, demand, or cepo‘:ne which they may
be authorized to collect or receipt for, on account of the Depart-
ment.

172. Postmasters are not authorized in any case to give credit
for postage.

173. 1f credit has been given, they cannot detain a letter ad-
dressed to the person cxedlted W hth is free, or paid, or on whlch
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the postage is tendered by him, until he pays the postmaster the-
amount credited.

174. Neither can they, when there are several letters in the of-
fice, addressed to the same person, refuse to deliver him any of
them, unless he will pay the postage on all.

175. Postmasters will not fail to make out a detailed return of
the names and number of all newspapers mailed and delivered at
their office, to subscribers, and the amount of postage on each.

176. At the beginning of every post office quarter, postmasters
will require the sub~cubers, and others who receive newspapers
regularly through their offices, to pay the quarter’s postage thereon
in advance ; and without such payment, they will not deliver
them any papers, even though they tender the postage on them
singly.—et of 18235, sec. 30.

177. If a newspaper begin to arrive at the office in the course
of the post office quarter, postmasters will demand the postage in
advance, of the subscriber, up to the end of that quarter.

178. At the end of a quanel, postmasters will refund the post-
age on so many of the newspapers as have not arrived at the office
durmrr the quarter.

179. The postage on all pamphlets and mfagaz'nes isto be paid
on each as they are delivered, and to be entered at the time in a
separate list, and accounted for in the account current.

180. All transient newspapers, handbills and circulars, and all

other matter which is required to be prepaid, should be chalo'ed;
as paid letiers in the way bills and account of mails sent.

'CHAPTER 24.
Delivery of Letters. —

181. The persons entitled to letters received by mail, are those
whose names are in the address. Postmasters, therefore, in de-
livering letters, will be governed in all cases by their address.

1&82. The dellvely should be either to the person addressed, or -
according to his or her order. 'The order is, in some cases, 1m-
plied, as where a person is in the habit of receiving his letters
through his son, clerk, or servant, and of recognising “the delivery
to them as pmper.

183. If a letter appear to be of value, it will be well, in most
cases, to require a written order for its delivery (o the person call-
ing, if he or she be not the person addressed.

184. A letter addressed to a firm may be delivered to any mem-
ber of she firm ; if addressed to several persons, it may be de-
livered io any one of them.
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185. If there be two or more persons of the same name, and a
Jetter addressed to their name be delivered to the wrong person,
.the postmaster will, #f he is fully satisfied that there has been a
mistake, instantly reseal the letier in the presence of the person
-who opened it, and request him to write upon it the words,

“ Opened by me through mistake,” and sign his name ; then he
‘will refund the postage paid, and replace the letter in the office.

CHAPTER 25.

Masters of Sleamboats to deliver Lelters and Packages into
, Post Offices. .

186. The masters of steamboats that are under contract with
the Department, will deliver into the post offices, (or the local
agent of the Department, if there be any,) at the places at which
they arrive, all letters received by them, or any person employed
in their boats, at any point along the route.

187. Masters or managers of all other steamboats, are requued
by law, under a penalty of thirty dollars, to deliver all letters
~broncrht by them, or within their care .or power, addressed to, or
destined for the pxaces at which they arrive, to the postmasters at
such places: ‘except letiers relating to some part of the cargo.
All letters not addressed to persons, to whom the cargo, or any
part of 1t is consigned, are therefore to be delivered into the post
office, to be charged with the proper rates of postage.— See act of
1820 secs. 6 and 19.

188. All letters conv eyed by steamboats, packets, or other ves-
-sels, relating to the cargo, must be left unsealed ; and if sealed must
be delivered into the Post Office and charged with letter postage ;
but if upon being opened in the presence of the postmaster, an(i
found to relate to the cargo, the postage should be remitted.

189. This law is ofien violated. Postmasters will use diligence
to correct the evil, and prosecute for the penally, in every case
where they can obtain testimony.

CHAPTER 26. .

Masters of every Vessel Jrom a Foreign Port, to deliver Letters
and Paclets into Post Qﬂwcs.

- 190. These terms, ship letters and packets, embrace the let-
ters and packets that are brought into the United States, by sea, -
from foreign countries, and those that are carried from one port
in the United States to another, in any private ship or vesseL
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191. Every master of a vessel from a foreign port is beund,
immediaiely on his arrival at a port, and bgfon,e “he is permltted to
report, make eotry, or break bulk, under a penalty not to exceed
$100, to deliver into the post office all letiers brought in his ves-
sel, directed to any person in the United States, or the Territories
theneof which are under his care or within his power, e\cept such
letters as relate to the cargo or some part thereof.

192. Tt is the special duty of every postmaster at a port where
vessels or boats land, to see that this law is faithfully executed,
and to institule prosecutions for every violation of it.

193. Every postmaster will obtain from the master of the ship
or vessel, a cenificate, specifying the number of letters, with the
name of the ship or Vessel, and place from which she last sailed,
and upon each letter he shall pay to the said master or ewner two
cents, and take his receipt therefor, except o ports on Lake Erie,
where one cent will be paid.

194. All letteis written in the United States, and conveyed in
steamboats or vessels over waters declared by law to be post routes,

and delivered to posimasters under the foregoing regulations, are
subject to the same rates of postage as would have been charged if
said letters had been transmitted by mail from the port or place
at which they were placed on board the steamboat from which
they were recewed S
o
CHAPTER 27.

o Letters missent and 2o be forwarded.

195. In forwarding letters by mail, postmasters will, in all
cases, be governed by the address upon them. If throuo'h ac-
cndent or mlaldke, a letter addressed to another office be sent 10
this ofﬁf'e they will follow the instruction in section 99.

196. Upon such a missent letter, they will charge no new
postage for forwarding ; but if necessary, they will add so much
to the postage first marked on it, as will make the full rate of
postage from the-place where it was originally malled to the
office named in the address.

197. A postmaster will forward a ]ettel addressed to and lying
in his office, to any other office, at the request of the writer there-
of, if he knows him to be such, or of the person addressed ; and
~in such case, they will add a new postage for forwarding, (o the
rate already mmked on the letter; the whole postage to be paid

b
when the letter is taken out of the ofﬁce to which it is forwarded.

9
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198, Olders to forward Ietters should be in Wntmg, and ﬁle&
by postmasters. .
7199. 1n every case of a letter forwarded, the amount fonwarded
should be noted on the bill with which the letter was received,
if it can be found ; if not, upon some other post bill ; and it
should be entered on the proper line of the Account of mails
received, in the column headed overcharged, and the word  for-
warded” with the date written 1mmedza1ely after lt.

' CHAPTER 28.

Return of Letters.

200. To prevent fraudulent practices, the postmaster will be
careful not to return any letter put into his office for transmission
by mail, unless it be to the writer thereof, or some one presenting

his written order.

201. And to enable him to know that the person applying, or
sending his order, for the return of a letter is the writer, he may
require him, or his messenger, to exhibit to him the same snper-
scription and seal that are upon the leiter. And if the postinas-
ter is satisfied that the handwriting and seal are the same as those
upon the letter, he will return it; takmg a receipt and preserving
it with the paper contalmntr the superqcnptlon, and the order, if
one were sent.

202. A letter bearing the frank of an lndnndu'\l may be
returned to him, or his order.

o

CHAPTER 29.

Advertising Lelters.

203. At the end of every quarter, all letters then on hand, and
which have not been already advertised, are to be entered alpha-
betically in a list, and advertised. 1If there is a newspaper pub-

‘lished near the oﬁice, and the publisher will 1nsert the advertise-

ment three times, at the rate of two cents for each letter nientioned
in the advertlsement it is then to be published in such newspaper.

‘If there is no newspaper that has much circulation in the neigh-

borhood of the office, or if the publisher will not advertise the
letters for the price abov ementioned, then manuscript lisis of them

~are to be made out, and posted at such public places in the town
‘and neighborheod, as shall appear best adapted for the infornia-

tion of the parties concerned.—Act of 1823, sec. 26.
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" 204. The newspaper of the town or place where the office may
be situated having the largest circulation in the vicinity, or
usual delivery of the office, must be selected by the postmaster
to advertise the uncalled for letters : Provided, The editor or
publisher shall agree to insert the same, at the above rate.

205. In case of question or dispute, as to the circulation of any

aper claiming the advertisement of the uncalled for letters, it
shall be the duty of the postmaster, on the first day of July in each
year, (o receive evidence, and decide upon the fact ; and such deci-
sion shall remain for one year, unless for good cause the Postmas-
ter General shall otherwise order; and the evidence upon which
the postmaster decides to give the printing to a particular paper,
shall always be open to inspection.

206. Postmasters, in towns and villages where there is ne
newspaper published, will hereafter advertise letters in the mode
prescribed in the act of Congress of 1825, viz: “make out a num-
ber of such lists, and cause > them to be posted at such public
places' in their vicinity as shall appear to them" best adapted for
the information of the parties concerned.”

207. The 35th section of the act of 2d July, 1836, authonzes
the Postmaster General to direct the advertisement to be made in
more than one newspaper, provided the cost does not exceed four
cents per letter.. But neither the additional expense of the adver-
tisement in a second paper, nor of more frequent advertisements.
in a single paper is to be incurred at any office, unless: speclally
directed hy the Postmaster General.

208. Postmasters at offices where the nett balances average
five hundred dollars a quarter, will adveriise at the end of every
month the letters then on hand, which have not been already ad-
vertised.

209. Refused letters are not to be advertised, nor those which
the postmaster expects will be immediately taken from the office.

210. Drop and box letters, and circulars are not to be advertised.

211. Neither is it neceacary to advertise free packets, known
to contain plmted documems speeches, &c.

CHAPTER 30.
Dead Letters.

212, Dead letters are _such as have been advertised, and have
remained on lnnd for three months or longer, 1nclud'n0' 1efus,ed<
letterq - :
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213. At the end of every quarter, they should be made upinto
mails, and forwarded with a bill to the Department, tooethe1 with
the Qum terly Accounts.

214. The dead letters must be carefully put up in lhe quarlerly
~ return, so as under no circumstances to be eeparated from it 1n its
tlanSlT]FSIOn to the Department.

215. No allowance will be made for dead 1etlers relurned un-
less accompanied by said bill.

216. When any leiter from this Department, or any other De-
partment or office at the-seat of Government, 1s not called for
within one month from the time of its 1ece1pt or when the per-
son addressed is known to have removed, such letter should be
returned to the proper Df‘paltment and must not be retained to
accompany the dead letters.

217, If the person addressed is known to have removed or if
a postmaster have any other reason to believe that the let-
ter is misdirected, he will immediately notify the proper Depart-
ment or office of-the fact, and either be governed by its direction,
or return the letters at the end of the month, as the case may be.

CHAPTER 31.
Lost Letters and Mail 'ﬁeprédatio7zé.

218. Money, or other valuable things, sentin the mail, is at the
risk of the owner. Buat, if it be lost, the Department will make
every effort in its power to discover ‘the cause, and, if there has
been a theft, to punish the offender.

'219. In every case of loss by mail, whether supposed to be the
“result of casualty or of depredation, the Department should be in-
formed without delay, of all the circumstances connected with it.
Particular care should be taken to state the name of the office in
which the letter was placed, the day on which it was so placed,
and whether by the writer himself, or by another person, the day
on which, if at all, it was actually malled the names of the writer
and the person addressed the amount, and if practicable, a par-
ticnlar description ef the Valuable enclosule the amount of post-
age marked on the letter, and whether unpald or paid, the office
to which addressed, and whether mailed direct thereto, or to an-
other office for distribution, and the route by which it was sent,
with any further parllculara that may aid the Department in its
investigation respecting the cause of loss.

220. No reported loss will be investigated by an agent, unless
satisfactory evidence is produced, either by the cext;ﬁcate of the

~
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postmaster, or some e other disinterested individuak that the money
or other valuable thing was deposited in the post office.

221. All necessary expeuses that may be incurred in recovering
the mail, and in awprehendmc the robber, will be relmbmsed by
the Depaltment

222. In some cases it may be ptopel to offer a reward, not to
exceed fifty dullars, payable on conviction; for the apprehenswn of
the criminal.

223. In every case when the criminal is applehended the At.-
torney of the United States for the district in which the offence
was committed, should be promptly informed of the facts, and his
advice obtamed

224. If the prosecutlon be had before the Federal Court for the
District, which the Department prefers in every case, where it is
comemen( and which should be had there, in all cases, in which
State officers refuse to act, the Attomey of the United States
will conduct it.

225. Persons arrested for mail depredations should in all cases,
when it is practicable, be taken before a district, or CllCLlltJudD'e
of the United States; for examination and commitment. :

226. In every case it is expected that postmasters will spare
no exertions to have justice done, and the guilty punished, by
procufing testimony, and giving the prosecution every other aid

~ in their power.

227. Cases of mail robberies should be at once 1eported to the
Department, and information given from time to lime, Of what
further transpires respecting lhem/

228. At all large offices at 'whi d'uly mails from other large
offices are 1ece1ved care should be taken to note the fact, if the
usual mail from either of those offices fail, for any given day,
arrive, and if subsequent mails arrive, Ieavmfr that for a pr aced-
ing day still due, the mailing office should mnnedmlely be writ-
ten to for information, if any such mail as that supposed to be
missing, was actually Qenf and if the answer be in the affirma-

tive, a report of the loss should wnhout furthel aelay, be made
to the Department. | -

L

229, 'If a postmaster has reason to believe that a mail has re-
cently been robbed or stolen, in the vicinity of liis office, he should
at once examine into the evxdence of the fact ; and, lflhen satis-
fied-that such robbery or theft has actually occuned should take
immediate and energetic measures for 1ecovermg such mall and
for apprehending and prosecuting the offender.

\
/




. - CHAPTER 32.
Letter Carriers. I .

230. Postmasters are authorized to have letter carriers. They
will nominate to the Postmaster General suitable persons to be
employed, who are required to give bonds to the United States,
to be approved by him.---Act of July 1836, sec. 41.

231. When duly appointed and qualxﬁed the poetmaqter may,
at his risk and responsibility, place in their hands for delivery all
letters received, except such as are for persons who may have
lodged with him a written request to retain their letters in the of-
fice, —Act of 1825, sec. 36. .

232. Such carriers may charge and receive two cents for every
fetter, and a half cent for every newspaper, delivered by them.—
JAct of 1825, sec. 36, also act of 1836, sec. 41.

233. These len'ulauons do not apply to the city of New Yorls,
and other cities, where special Instructions have been given.

234. Tt is the duty of a mail carrier to receive and convey a

Tetter, (and the money for its postage when tendered,) if delivered
to him more than a mile from a post office, and to hand it, with
the money, if paid, into the first post office at which he arrives.
A penalty of §50 attaches, on failure to do so.— See secs. 134,
135.
- 235. On the letters brought by a mail carrier to be mailed,
called way-letters, one cent is to be charged, in addition to the
usual postage, which is to be rated from the place where the car-
rier received the letter. It is to-be marked “ Way,” and one cent
paid to the carrier. |

CHAPTER 33.

Mal Carri iers, and Mail Agents, on Railroad and Steamboat
routes

- 236. For the better security of the mails and efficiency of ser-

vice, the Postmaster General reserves the right of ordering the
dismissal of mail carriers, and the power of enforcing it, by an-
nulling the contract in case of refusal.

237. Certain railroad and steamboat routes, the Postmaster
General provides with mail agents, whose business it is—1st. To
receive letters written after the mail is closed, also, way-létters
unpaid or prepaid, accounting to the postmaster at the end of the
route for all prepaid postage received, and to hand over said let-
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ters to the proper office for delivery or mailing, reporting a list of
all such letters to the Aaditor of the Depamnent 2d. 'T'o assort
the mails for the several offices, being entrusted with the key to
the iron lock for that purpoae—-3d To attend (o the delivery and
reception of mail bags—4th. To report all irregularities of ser-
vice on the route.

238. On the same class of routes, the Postmaster General ap-
points mall messengers in certain cases where the post office, be-
ing an inter mediate one on the route, is situated too far from the
steamboat wharf, or the railroad depot for the ordinary carrier to
‘exchange the barrs

239. On the Ohio river below Louisville, and on the Mississip-
pi and Red river, the passage of the mail is engaged by the trip
through, Agents assigned to that duty are stationed at Louisville,
St. Louxs, and New Orleans. 'The evidence of the arrangement
and its term, is reported to the Countract Office. The mail bill,
executed by the agent and captain, and the certificates of the
postmasiers of the receipt of the mails upon the duplicate of the
bill, upon which the captain obtains payment for the service, is
sent to the Inspection Office as proof of performance.

240. The mail agent and mail messenger should take the ne-
cessary oathsof office ,;and transmit them to the Inspection Office.

241. These pexsons and mail carriers are. exempt from militia
and jury duty.

242. "Mail carriers, contractors, or stage derCIS, cannot lawfully
carry out of the mail any letter, or packet newspapers excepted,
unless it be delivered to the postmaster at the next office as a- Way
detter.

243. Besides the conveyance of mails under contract and by
appolinted agents and messengers, letters and packets are transpor-
ted by sh:ps steamboats, and other vessels, at two cents a letter or
packet, which in the case of conveyance over the waters of the
Uhnited States, may by special agreement be raised to three cents

a letter, and 1 cent a newspaper. 'This rule does not apply to
letters delivered at ports on Lake Erie. |

CHAPTER 34.
Repeal of Regulation 549.

244. It is ordered that Recrulatlons 549, which authonzes per-
sons to subscribe for newspf\pens by deposmnrr the money with
postmasters, &ec., be, and the same is repealed. 'T'his orler to
take effect from and after the first day of July, 1847.
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CHAPTER 35.
Newspapers, Pamplhlets, and Md‘g;azi'}zes..

245. The printers of newspapers should have their papers, that

are (0 be sent by mail, well dried, and made up into pacl\ele en-
closed in substantial wrappenc——one end being lefi open, and tied
with strong twine, lf mlended for a dlatdnt office.—Atct of 1820,
sec. 3.
* 246. The ne\vepﬂpels that are mtended for one office should
be put into one packet, if they do not exceed (wenty in number ;
if there be more than that number, they should be put into pa(.k-
ets of nearly that number.

247. The printers are to write on the outside of every paclsef
in a plain large hand, the name of the office and State, (together
'with the name of the county, if there be two places of the same
name in -the State,) for which the papers are intended. 'The
same direction should also be put on one of the newspapers in
each packet.

248. If the foregomo regulations be not comphed with by the

rinters, their newspapers “should be returned to them.—.dct of
18-0, sec 30.
 249. Printers often complain of the miscarriage of their papers :
postmasters are held responsible for such failures, unless they
show that the fault is with the printers, or the contractors. T'he
postmaster must procure from the printer an alphabetical list of the
packets he sends, and compare the packets deposited with it ; note
‘the variances, if there be any, and iuform the printer of trem.

250. A postmaster will not open, nor suffer to be opened, any
‘packet of newspapers, which is not addressed to his oflice, inder
a. penalty of fifty dollars. The law imposes a penalty of twenty
“dollars on any person, not authorized to open muils, who shall
open any packet of newspapers, nol duected to lumself—ﬂnt of
1825, sec. 30.

' 251 Iivery packet of newspapers that has lost its address,
should be returned to the publisher, with a letter staling the fact.

252. Pamphlets or meagazines, are not (0 be carried out of the
mail, unless it be authorized by the Department: and if it be so
aulhmIZed no preference shall be given by the contractor to any
one publlcher over another, in the same place.
© 253. The wrappers of all newspapers, pamphlets, and maga-
zines, received by mail for delivery, should be taken off. Frauds
‘are very.ofien attempted, by concealing letters or memoranda in
these articles. A wrapper forms nho part of the paper or pam-
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phlet; neither is postage paid on it as such, and it is as much the-
duty of postinasters to take the wrappers from transient papers-
and examine them in reference to frauds on the revenue as to as—
certain whether the postage be correctly charged. Nothing can
be more unjust than to censure a pOatmaster for vigilance i
this branch of his duty. Newspapers, pamphlets and public
documents legally franked, are not included in this regulation.

254. 1f the '1ddreas be wntten on the wrapper only the post-
master will, when he takes it oﬁ' write 1t upon the newspaper or-
pamphlet.

255. Contractors or mail carriers may tlanspont newspapers out
of the regular mails for sale or distribution to subscribers. But
pOatmﬂb(erq are not required to receive such papers, and deliver
them to subscribers.

CHAPTER 36.

.N wspapers not to be read in the office.

256. Postmasters will not allow newspapers to be read in their
offices, by persons to whom they are not addressed ; nor lend
them out to such, in any case, without the permission of the owners..

CHAPTER 37. o
When newspapers and pampllets are not taken out of the tgﬁiéé,.
publz%en of the sume to be informed.

257. In every instance in which newspapers, that come to the‘
office, are not taken out by the person to whom they are sent, post-
masters will give immediate notice of it to the pubhthr, addmo'
the reason, if known, why the papers are not taken out. If pa-
pers be sent for thxee months afier such notice, poatmaeters mavy
sell them for the postage, unless the publisher shall pay it. - Such-
newspapers should not be transmitted to the Department, neither
should pamphlets nor magazines, that are not taken out by the
persons to whom they are sent.— Act of 1825, sec. 30.

258. If magazines or pamphlets publlehed periodically, and
sent to the office, be not taken out by the person to whom they
are directed, postmasters will promptly inform the publisher of the -
fact, and the reason, when known. If the publisher desire them
to be returned, it should be done, and on delivering them to him,.
he will pay the pOa(aCTe both for their transmission and return by
mail.  Such nouceé to pU.bllShelS should be ﬁanked
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A - CHAPTER 38. -
e | ‘Accouht.af ,unpa.id Newspapers, &i‘:-——:how to be Icept. .

259. No account is now required to be kept of the unpaid
‘newspapers and pamphlets sent from any post office : it will be
the duty of every postmaster to keep an account of those received
by him. - ' A ‘ '
- 260. Every postmaster will enter in his account the amount of
the pothage»on newspapers, pamphlets and magazines, received
during the quarter.

261. Every postmaster will enter, at the beginning of his quar-
lers,in the account, by name,those newspapeis that come regular-
1y to his office, and in the proper column opposite, the amount of
111176 quarter’s postage which he has received in advance.— See sec.

262. A separate memorandum may be kept of the postage on
‘the newspapers and pamphlets that come occasionally to the of-
fice ; as, also, of the poslage on extras and supplements to news-
papers, and printers’ bills.—See sec. 175. _

263. Enter in the account, also, by name, the periodicals, pam-
‘phlets and magazines that are regularly received during the quar-
ter, and the postage received on them.

264. Every postmaster will enter as ‘“ various pamphlets,” all
pamphlets and magazines that have come occasionally to his of-

fice,
CHAPTER 39.

Foreign Newspapers, Magazines, and Pamphlets.

. 265. Newspapers from foreigh countries may be sent directly
from the office of publication, or through authorized agents, to
Tegular subscribers; but transient foreign newspapers, not sent from
‘the office of publication, or their known authorized agent, must
be prepaid. |

266. Magazines and pamphlets published in foreign countries,
-are transmitted through the mails at the same rate of postage as if
.published in the United States. |

. _CHAPTER 40.
The Privilege of Franking.

267. The law gives to certain citizens and officers of Govern-
:ment the right to send and receive letters and packets by mail,
dree of postage, under various restrictions. 'Fo wit : :
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Mrs. Madison, the relict of James Madisnn.

Mrs. Hamson widow of Wm. H. Harrison.

Each individual who has been President of the United States.

- "F'he President of the United States.

268. Members of Congress and Delegates from Territories may
send and receive free, lhrouoh the malls from thirty days before
the commencement of each Congress, antil the meeting of the
next Congress, letters and packets not exceeding two ounces in
weight, and public documents not exceeding three pounds in
weloht Public documents are those printed by the order of either
House of Congress, and publications or books procured or pur-
chased by (‘oncrress or either House, for the use of the members,

269. The same prlvﬁeae allowed to members of Congress is
extended to the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the
House of Representatives during their official terms, which termi-
nate with the election of their successors.

© 270. The privilege of the Vice President is the same as mem-
bers of Congress, except the right to receive letters and packets
fiee duiing the perlod mlervemno- between the ad30u1nment of
one Congless and the meeting of The next.

271. The Governors of States may send, fiee of postage -all
laws and reports, whether bound or unbound and all records and
documents of their respective States, which may be directed by
the Liegislatures of the several States to be transmitted to the Ex-
eculive of other States, the Governor writing his name thereon,
with the designation of his office and the kind of boeoks or docu-
ments enclosed the packet to be addressed to the Governor of
the State to which it is (o be sent. .. |

272. The three Assistant Postmasters General are authorlzed'
to send, free of postage, any letters, packets, or other maltters,
relating exclusively to their official duties or the business of the
Post Office Depaltment to be duly franked by them as on ¢ offi-
clal business.”

273. All postmasters throughout the United States are also au-
thorized to send all letters and packets which it may be their
duty, or they may have occasion, to transmityo any person or
place, which shall relate exclusne,y to the BMmess of their re-
spectlve offices, or to the business of the Post € ge Department.
But, in every such case, the postiaster shall erforse thereon,
over his own signature, the words ¢ Post Officesbusiness.”

- 274.. Al postnmstel's whose compensation did not exceed $200
for the. year ending the 30th June, 1846, may also send free,
through the mails, leUEIb\“ ritten by lhemselve , and receive free,
all written communications, on their own private business, not

e~
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weighing over one half ounce. 'This includes all the post-
masters in the United States, except those named in the list pub—
lished.— See ppendiz.
275. Persons entitled to the privilege ofﬁ-ankmo should endoxse
on all letters or packets weighing under two ounces, “ Fyee,”” and
'sign the same,designating the office they fill ; and all publuc docu-

‘ments which exceed two ounces in we eight, should be designated

by writing the words * public document” on them, and signing
them officially, as above. The character of publlc documents
issued from the public offices in the city of Washington, and di-

Tected to persons authorized to receive them free, may be desig-

nated ! y a stampepecifying theoffice from which they issue, and the
words ¢ public document,” or such other evidence of their char-
acter as may be agreed upon between them and the postmaster of
the city of Wﬂshmdton Any document folded and sealed, not
having such evidence of its character on the env elope, will be
rated with postage, which will be remitted by the delivering post-

‘master upon satisfactory evidence that it is a public document

transmjssible free through the mails to the person addressed.

276. All letters and- pm,kets from and to the heads of Depart-
meuts, or the other public officers who were entitled to the frank-
ing prlvlleore prior to the passage of the act of the 3d of March,
1845 in relation to the business of their respective offices, will be
delivered to the persons addressed, without any charge of postage
as an appropriation has been made by Congress for their payment.
All letters and packets issuing from the Departments should be
marked on the envelope official business,” and signed by the
heads of the Departments, or, under their dnecuon by their chief
clerks, and by the other officers who were entitled to the franking
privilege prior to the act of 1845, designating their official capa-
city. But such officers have not the right to “send or receive free
their private letters or papers. |

277. Letters, newspapers, and packets, not exceedinn‘ one
ounce in weight, addressed to any officer, musician, or private in
the army of the United States in Mexico, or at any post or place
on the frontier of -the United States ho:dennfr on Mexico; will
pass free in the mails.. Each letter so addressed should apecxty,
afier the nameof the person, * belonging to the army "T'he law
will continue ‘in force duting the war with Mexico, and 101 thlee
monihs after its termination.

278. A postmaster cannot send or receive free; a pamphlet, ma-
gazine, newspaper, circular, handbill, or other thmcr except writ-
ten commumcauons not exceedmcr half an ounce in WelO'hl :
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279. He cannot frank, nor receive free, letters written by, or
addressed to, his wife, or any other member of the family.

250. He cannot frank, nor receive free, letiers written by, or

addressed to a firm of which he is a member; nor is he authoriz-
ed to frank the letters of any person w hatever containing money
or other things; and it 1s not proper for him to enter into the
business of agencies for others, and use his frank in the transac-
tion .of such buomebs, to the Injury of the revenue of-the Depart-
ment.

281. If a postmaster be bona fide the 'went of. anothel letters
on the snbject of his agency may be franked by him and received ,
free, but he cannot become an agent for the purpose of exempting
the correspondence of another fiom the charge of postage. No
posimaster, or assistant postmaster, shall act as agent for lotter
offices, or under any color of purchase, or otherwise, vend lottery
tickets, nor shall any postmaster receive free of postage, or frank
lottery schemes, circulars, or tickets. For a violation of this pro-
vision, the penbon offending shall suffer a penalty of fifty dollars.
et of 1827, sec. 6.

252. T'ransient newspapers, iandbiils, or circulars, cannot be
rece.ived free by postmasters under their privilege.  If such should
be addressed to them, it is their duty to return them to. the sender,
under a new cover, rated with letter postage. If depositedin a
post office unsealed. addressed to postmasters or others, they will
not in any case be forwarded by mail without pre-payment of the
postage. If sealed, they will be charged with letter rates, and
forwarded in the mails.

283. When a postmaster abuses his franking prtvllege he vio-
lates his oath of office, as well as the law, and will assuredly be
removed from office upon detecuon and otherwise punished ac-
cording to law.

254. Fivery printer of new':papers may qend one paper to each
and every other printer of newspapers within the United States,
fiee of postage, under such regulations as the Postmaster General
shall provide, This privilege does not extend to an exchange
with papers printed in foreign countries.

285. This piivilege embraces extras and supplements, The
papers so sent by one printer to another are free, though none, nor
not so many, be returned-in exchange.—Act of 1825, sec. 29.

- 286. But a pamphlet, or a magazine, cannot be received by. a
prmter of a newspaper, free of postacre. Neither can the publish-
er of a pamphlet or inagazine receive newspapels or ma.cazmes
free of postacre. : u
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297. Printers of newspapers are permitted to'send to each other
free of postage, open slips containing foreign intelligence, ship
news, &c. provided they be not placed in the mail in the form of
a letter. 1f they have that form, letter poqtage must be charged.

CHAPTER 41.
General regulations cdnce-rning the Franking Privilege.

288. If the name of the individual be known as the handwrit-
ing of a person entitled to frank, the letter may be regarded as
free, although the style of the office be omitted.

989. Postmasters are particularly r ferred to the provisions of the
28th section .of the act of 1825, and the 36th section of the act of
2d July, 1836, relating to the abuses of the franking privilege. A
violation. of law in this respect should be reported to the De-
rartment, and, when sufficient evidence can be obtained, a prose-
cution for the penalty should be instituted by the postinaster.

290. Penaliles attach, whenever a person franks a leiter from
another, unless written on the business of his office, by his order.

291. A penalty of three hundred dollars attaches to the Assis-
tant Postmasters General and postmasters, for every false endorse-
aent of a letter or packet.

292 1If any person shall frank any letter or letters, other than
those written by himself, or by his order on the business of his
office, he shall, on counviction thereof, pay a fine of ten dollars.—
Act of July 2d 1836.

293. In paoqecunng for the penalties, postmasters will obiain
the aid .of the District Attorney of the United States, and for that
purpose, report to him the circumstances, and the name of the wit-
nesses 1n each case ; and they will cause "the proceedings to be in-
stituted in the District Court of the United States, not only against
those who abuse their frank, but also against those who procure
it to be done.

294. It is because the letter is actuall\r or by construction of
law, from the person authorized to send it free that it is exempted
from postage. 'T'he frankis merely the centificate of the fact that
it is so. When, therefore, the circumstances connected with the
letter are such as to show that it is nof from such a person, and
that the frank on it isin eflect, a false certificate, postmasters will, in
such cases, charge the letter with postage. If, however, after the
. postage shall have been charged and paid on such letter, it shall
be ascertained by the postmaslel (hat the letter franked was {rom
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the person franking it, the posmo'e shall be refunded and the-
proper corrections of the bills made.

295. If any person, having the right to receive his letters free
of postage, shall receive, enclosed to “him ,any letter or packet ad--
dressed to a person not havm(r that ncrht it 'shall be his duty to
return the same to the post oﬁlce m'\rkmg thereon the place from
whence it came, that it may be. charged wuh postage. .ﬂct of
1825, sec. 48.

296. If any person shall counterfelt the hand wiiting or frank
of any person, or cause the same to be done, in order to avoid the:
payment of postage, each person so offendmg shall pay, for every
such offence, five hundred dollars.—Act of 1825, sec. 28.

297. No postmastel or other privileged pemon can authorize-
his assistant, clerk, or any other person to write his name for the
purpose of fnankm(r any letter, public or private.

298. The franking pllv.leﬂ‘e travels with the person possessmg
it, and can be exercised in but one place at the same time.

209. No postmaster or privileged person can leave his frank
behind him upon envelopes to cover his correspondence in his.
absence.

300. If letters or papers be put into a post office bearing the
frank of a privileged person who notoriously has not been in that
vicinity for several days; or if letters or papers marked free, be
received at an office, directed to a privileged person but notori-
ously intended. to be received by some person not privileged,
whether acting as the agent of the privileged person, or not, it is
the duty of the postmasters to charge them with postage.

30t. If any letter to or from a prnnlecred person, be put into,
or received at a post office, of greater weight thun such person has
a right by law (o frank, the postinasters will charge the excess with
letier postage.

302. If any postmaster defect such packets or bundles, except
Congressional documents duly franked, passing in the mail, he
wiil c,h'uoe the letter or packet with the excess, and enter the
charge in “his proper account. ‘

303. Postmasters will not send bound books by m'ul whether
franked or not, excepting only laws, reports, records, or documents
of the several States, franked by the Governors, and public docu-
ments printed and bound by order of either House of Congress,
and so endorsed by the person franking and sending them.

304. One-half of the penalties collected for violations of the
franking privilege go to the prosecutor, and the other half to the

“United Stales, and are 1o be paid over to and accounted for by

the Postmaster General. They may be sued for before the circuit
and district courts of the United States.
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CHAPTER 42.

Accounts and Returns of Postmasters.

-305. At the end of every quarter, which is on the last day of
" March, June, Sepiembex, and December, GVEIY postmaster must
make up his accoums and forward transcripts of them to the De-
partinent. 'The orrcrmala should be filed by him with his gene-
ral account, and will , like it, be held subject to mspeclmn as pro-
vided in Chapter 44 sec. 352.

306. In case of death resignation, removal, or the discontinu-
-ance of the office, or’in case of the giving of a new official bond,
in conséquence of a change in the name of the office, the expl-
ration of the term for which the postmaster may have been ap-
pointed, or otherwise, the accounts must be made up to the day,
(though it be not the end of a quarter) in which the office ceases
to operate, or the new appointment, or the new bond, as the case
may be, takes effect.

307. The accounts of all postiasters are examined and adjust-
-ed by the Auditor as they are 1ece1ved and lhe errors, 1f there be
any, are carefully corrected.

308. In all cases poctmastels are leqmred to sign. their accounts,
and insert the name of (he office, county, (dzsmct or parish,) and
State, in the headings of them.

309. When the accounts are smned by an assistant, which
-should be done only in case of the unavoidable absence or sick-
ness of the postmaster, the name of the postmaster, for whom he
signs, should be distinctly written above hlS own name, {ollowed
,'by the word ¢ by.”

"310. JU errors are corrected, on such examination, and such
as increase, by as much as fifty cents , the balance due to the Uni-
ted States, are notified to the pOatmastel by the Audxtor for the
"Post Office Department.

311. Postmasters, therefore, will underst'md that any ¢ alteration
in the balances of their accounts is occasioned either by the cor-
rection of some numerical error, or by some deviation, on their
part, from a strict conformity to the law, and these ms_trucuons.

CHAPTER 43.
Failure to return Quarterly Accounts—penalties.

312. If any postmaster shall neglect to render his accounts
for one month after the time, in the form and manner pre-
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scribed by law, and by the Postmaster General’s instiructions, he
siall f()lfvlt double the value of postages w-hich shall have arlsen‘
at hi See sec. 32, act of 1825.

313. 'l‘hc postmaster, thouzgh he may have mailed his ac-
counts, wil not be conszidered as discharged from the penalty
memioned in section 312, unless within one month, upon being
notified that thev have not been received at the I)epar[ment, he
tmnsnms duphcal , from the copies retained in his possession.

"CHAPTER 44.

Papers and Accounts lo be returned to the Post OJice Depart-
ment, by Postmasters.

314. The Quarterly Return is composed of the followmg ac-
counts and papers, viz:

L. A wranscript of the dccount of Mazls sent from the office for
the quaiter.

2. 'I'he entries in this account must, of course, be made every
post day, before the mail is sent from the office, aud at all large
offices, it should be transcribed daily.

3. A traniscript of the Accountof Mails received at the office for
the quarter. At all large offices, the entries in this acconnt should
be made duily, and it should be transcribed daily, so as to prevent
any delay, which would otherwise be unavoidable in makmo' lt
out after the close of the quarter.

4. A Hanscupt of the Aeccount of prepape;s and Pamn tlets
received at thz office during the quarter.

5. EFrom the post offices where such accounts shonld be kept, a
transcript of the Jccount of Shiy and Steambnat Lelters recetv-
ed in the quarter, and the moneys pad for them.

6. A transcript of the Account of Letters sent by sea from the
offices at sea poris,

7. Blanks for keepinz this aczonnt are now ﬂum hed, anc 1 t'he
accounts must be regu! ally kept ut every office where letters are
put on shipboard. :

8. All the post bills received from other offices during the
quarier.

9. Accounts and receipls for confingent expenses.

10. The Deand letters, and a bill or bills of themn. -

11, From Distributing offices, a tmnaulpl of the .4ccozmt qf
snails received for [Distr zbutmn.

12 'T'he Account current.

13. General accouunt.

10

m®
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315. The commission account—the emolument account, and
the account of any city despatch post, and the vouchers belonging
to them—must also accompany the quarteily account of all post-
nasters whose duty it is to render such accounts, respeciively.

316. 'I'o ensure a correct and expeditious settlement of the
quarterly accounts or returns of postimasters, it is indispensable
that each return should arrive at the Department in oune perfect,
unbroken bundle or packet. BEach postmaster, therefore, should
observe the following directions in pucking up his return for trans-
mission in the mail, viz -

317. Put up each part of the return in a separate parcel, with
strong paper, tying it wiih twine, and wiiting on each parcel iis
proper contents, and the name of the otlice, county, and State.
"’hen pack up all the parcels, constituting the entire quauterly re-
turn, in one compact bundle or packet; and direct 1t plainly to
the Third Assistant Postmaster Geperul, Post Oflice Department.

318. No letier, paper, or other thing whatever, not suictly be-
longing to the quarterly return, should be put up 1n it.

CHAPTER 45.

T’e Account Clurrent.

The ./?ccount current consists of 29 articles, viz :

319. Every postmaster will make hinself debtor for the whnle
amount of postaze on the unpaid letters which remained on hand
at the close of the preceding quarter.

320. Eiery postinaster will make himself debtor for the whole
amount of the postage on unpaid letiers, as 1t is stated in the bills
from other offices. 'T'his article he will find in the column of
Unpaid Letters in his Jccount of mails received irom other of-
ﬁcec-. See clhapter 11.

321. Every postmaster will make himself debtor for the amount.
of postage on the way-letters received at his ofiice, for delivery;
this he will find in the second column of his Account qf mails -
recetved.—See chapter 17.

322. Every postmaster will next debit himself \Vlthlhe amount
of letters undetcharged. 'T'his amount he will find in the third
column of lhis Account of muails received.—Nee sec. 103,

323. Livery postmaster will next debut himseli with the number
and amount of ship and steamboat letters received for deliv-
ery. This article he will find in the first colnmn of his Account
of Ship and Steambsat Letters.—Chupier 16,
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- 324. Every postmaster will next debit himself with the amount
of Paid Letters sent,including transient newspapers and circulars.
"T'his amount he wili find in the second column of his Account
of Mauils seunt from his office.—See sec. 162 und 163.

325. Every postmaster will charge himself, on the eighth line of
his quarterly account, with the Whole amount he has pdld for ad-
vertising letters, »

326. He will mark on each letter the cost of advertnsmg, and
it will be in addition to the original postage.

327. When he delivers any advertised letters, he receives the
cost of advertising together with the postage, and for those he
sends to the Departiment as dead leiters, he takes credit for the
postage and cost of adveriising. 1In this way he cancels the
charge and gives evidence that he has complied with the requisi-
tion of the law on the subject. .

328. Every postmaster will next credit himself with the amount
of postage on letters which have been overcharged and missent
to hiis office and forwarded. The amount he will find in the fourth
column of his Account of mails received. He will find further
observaiions on this subject in section 103.

329. T'he amount of postage on unpaid Dead Lelters is next
to be entered to lxis credit. ‘These letiers are to be made up inte
maiis hapter 30. :

330. The amount of postage of llnpa](] letters on hand at the
close of the quarter isnow to be entered to his credit. |

331. This is a temporary credit, given, because the postmaster
is already charged with the amount in the second article of his
account. T'he whole sum now entered to his credit, must be en-
tered to his debit in the first article of his next ace ount whether
any of the letters be tal«.en up, or be retumed as dead lettels or
otherwise.

332. Having added together the sums of 1he first six . mentioned
articles, and placed the amount in the same line opposite, he will
then deduct these articles from that amount, which leaves the
“balance, being the amount of letier postage collected by him this
quarter. # _

333. The balance, which has been placed on the credit side of
the account, is now to be entered to his debit.

334. Livery postmaster will next debit himself with the whole

amount of postage on the newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets,
which he has received from other offices duri ing the quarter, to-
gether with the amount received on paid newspapers, maganzines,
and pamplxlet sent from his office, caurying the amount out short.
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335. This amount he will obtain from his Account cy‘]\ews-
papers an: 4 Pamphlets received.

336. Every postmaster will deduct the amount of postage on
dead pamphlets und magazines,and likewise, the amount of poustage
on stich newspapers as have continued to come to the office, after
he has given the publishers three months notice that they are not

taken out. ‘'his last deduction is not to be made without due
notice having been given Lo the publisher.—See chapter 37, sec.
257. Noris it to be made, if he shall have sold the newspapers
for the postage. If he has received any part of the postage on the
sale, the deduction is not to be made for that pait.

337. Postiasters will next add the amount of postages collect~
ed on letters, newspapers, pamphlets, and magazines together, and
place the sum in the line opposite.

- 338. Every postmaster will next cast his commission on the
amount of postage collected on letters during the quarter. The
rates of commissions are fixed in the lst section of the act of
1847, and recited in chapter 52.

339. Livery postmaster will next cast his commission on the
amount of postage collected on newspapers and pamphlets, ex-
cept transient newspapers, at 50 per cent., and enter it in this
place. 'The commission is to be cazt on the balance remaining
afier the deductions as directed in section 336 are made.

340. If the commission on letters, newspapers, and pamphlets
do not exceed 500 dollars in one quarter, the postmaster will then
set down the number of fiee letters received by mail, for delivery
at the office, and carry the amount, at two cents each, to his cre.lit.
This number be will find in the s'xth column of his Account of
Muils received.

341. The postmaster will next set down the number of Slip
and Steamboat Letters which he has paid for this quarter, and
carry in their amount at two cents each. These sums he will
find in the second and third columns of his Account of Ship and
S!eam boat Letéers received.

342. The postmaster will next state the number, and credit
hll’l’lbelf with the amount paid the mail carrier for way-letters.
No form is prezcribed for keeping this account.—See chapter 17.

343. It now remuinsfor the postmaster to make out his account
of Contingent Ezpenses, if any. Wrapping paper and twine are
allowed, but postmasters are required 1o preserve and use the
wrappers and twine which come into their offices upon letters and
packets received, as far as they can be again safely used. The
other articles, which may be charged as contingent expenses, are
sealing wax, adver(ising letters, repalis of mail bags.
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344. No allowance for furniture will be made to any post office
wheite the net proceeds do not amount to $20 per year. E

315. A strict observance of the rules herein laid down, in re-
lIation to contingent expenses is indispensable. All vouchers for
expenses charged in the quarterly account, or in the Commission
or Eunolument account, must be transmited with the said ac-
counts ; and if for wrapping paper or twine, must state the quan-
tity and ; price or if for advertising letters, the number of lelters.
Unreasonable delay not only implies neglect of 1the public busi-
ness, but is calculated to biing suspiclon upon the claims with-
held ; and the Department, therefore, reserves to ilself the right
to reject all such claims made after the quaiterly accounts have
been adjusted. o :

346. Postmasters are prohibited from purchasing supplies for
.their oilices from themselves or fiom persons associated with them
in business, if the articles required can elsewhete be had at a fair

rice. '

347. Postmasters are in the habit of settling their printer’s bills
only once in two or three years, and then forwarding the adver-
tising account for several quarters at once. - 'This must not be
done. All contingent accounts must be forwarded with the re-
turuns to which they belong.

348. Postmasters who are allowed to charge, among the con-
tingent expenses, advertisements of the arrivals and departures of
the mails, will limit such charge to an advertisement of three
weeks only-—once each week.

349. Besides the printer’s account, and receipt for advertising
letiers on hand, the newspaper containing the advertisement should
be transmitted. =~ - ‘ ‘ ' :

350. The postmasters will now strike the balance of the account
which shows how much he is indebted to the Deparumnent for
postages.

351. Asthis Account Current is intended to show the nett pro-
ceeds of the office for the quarter, no balance due on a foriner
quarter, por any payment to, or ccllection for, the Department is

to be inserted. |
CHAPTER 46.

General JAccount.

352. Every postmaster will keep in his office a General Account
with the United States, for the service of the Post Office Le-
partment, subject to the inspection of the Postinaster General, or



50

of any géneral or special agent of the Department, and a copy of
which is to be fuinished to the Auditor, fiom tine to tinse, when
he may so 1equire. , - ' .

353. In this general account, every postmaster will credit the
Uniied States with the balances due on his quarterly returns as
acknowledged, and when notitied by the Auditor of any correc-
tions mude on examinatien thereof, he will make the correspond-
ing cerrections in the general account, or enter the proper credit
therefor.

354. 'The postmaster will likewise credit all sums collected by,
or deposited with him, on account of the Departinent, and will
debit the accouunt with all summs paid over for the general service
of the Depatment, whether by deposite upon draft or upon coilec-
tion order. A draft office may be required to deposite, or to pay
on a colleciion order, or a collection office to deposiie or to pay on
a draft. .

335. The duplicate quarterly accounts, the duplicate certificates
of deposite, the duplicate collection orders and the drafis paid, and
also all instructions are to be filed as vouchers with this ac-
count, and be sulject (o inspection,

356. "T'he posunaster, upon being furnished with a statement
of his general account as kept by the Auditor, will inmmnediately
compare it with the amount of his account,and at once acknowl-
~edge to the Auditor the balance appearing on such, statement, or
_point out the paiticulars wherein the accounis disagree.

- “ CHAPTER 47.
Collection of Delts.

357. The collection of debts due to the Post Office Depart-
ment, whether by postmasters, contractors, or other persous, is as-
signed by the act of July, 1835, to the Auditor of the T'reasury
for the Post Ofice Departinent. -

353. When such delus, if collected, would over-pay the con-
tractor for the route, on or near which the debtor resides, or when
the Audutor {inds it otherwise more convenient to employ a post-
master in the vieinity, he will consider himself as a special agent
of the Departiment for this purpose, and will obey such orders as
he may receive from the Auditor in respect to such collection.

3349, If the debt is collected, the postmaster will give notice
“thereof to the Auditor, by transmitting his-receipt for the amount,
and will credit the satme in his general account with the United’

- States, for the service of the Post Office Department.

¥

~
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360. If the exertions of the postmaster fo collect prove una-
vailing, he will coonmunicate (o the Audiior the causes of the
fa:!me, and also the ecircamstances of the parties, if alive, or of
their estates, and the administrators on them, if deceused.

361. If due diligence be nnt used in making the collection, or
if, being unsuccessful, any postmaster fail to return the draft or
demand to the Amhmr or otherwise to give notice of snch failure,
or fail to give any mfmmu-nn leqmred in relation to the samne,
such neglect and want of fidelity will amount to a breach of the
condition of his bond, for whieh the damages will be recoverable ;
and will moreover be COl]aldeledJLJStD‘IOUle of removal from office.

CHAPTER 48.

Payznfr over money to the use.or for the service of the Pmt
Office Department. :

362. No moneys ave to be paid directly into lhe Department,
neither are any paid out directly by it. The proceeds of postage,
therefore, should never be remitted by postmasters 1o the Depart-
ment, or to any of its officers or agents, without a Spe(,ml order
fio:n the Postmaster General. :

363. Forthe purpose of paving over the funds of'lhe Department,
all the Post Offices, except Specml Oflices, are-classed, either as
Deposite Offices, Drafi Offices, or Collection Offices. These de-
sicnations are (,h'ln“rd from time to time to suil the convenieuce
‘of the service, and when such che inges are necessary, they are no-
tified to the postmasiers, lejpbcuvelv, by a circalar letter.

36 1. Dvpn 1te offices are such as are ordered 10 place, quarterly
or ofiener, their fundsin deposite 1n some Depository.

365. Dmh offices are those which are ordered to retain their
funds in hand to meet drafis drawn by the Postmaster General,

and countersigned by the Auditor for the Post Oflice Dppa:tment

366. Collection offices are those which are required to pay over
their net procecds quarterly to the mail contractor named in their
_special instructions, upon the production by him, {from time to
Alme, of the proper orders aud receipts sent to him by the Depart-
Auent, ' , . :

367. Certain postmasters are designated as depositaries of the
funds of the oflices in their vicinity under orders to deposite
quarterly. <

3068. A failure, either to deposite according to instructions, or to
pay a draft when presented, or to puay over to'a coutractor, upon
the production of the proper collection orders and recelpls will
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be followed by the removal of the delinquent postmaster fronmr
his office, unless satisfactorily explained to the Posumnaster General.

369. Postimasters who pay the wioney of the Department to con--
tractors or others, except upoen drafts or orders of the Department,.-
do so entirely ut their own risk.

870. The postmaster, upon paying a draft, will take a separate
receipt fiom the holder,specifyinug s date, numbel, and amouunt, and
will report such payments, and lr.nwmu such receipts from tin:e
to tiine, as directed 1o the Auditor for the Post Oflice Depaitment..

371. Postmasters at draft offices.will, in like manner, transmit
summary repoits to the Departinent of the moneys received, as
thev may be directed.

372. Waunt of funds can never be an excuse for fuiling to pay,
or to deposite ; as the postmaster is not authorized to give ciedit
for postages, which are regarded as cash in lis hands. In like:
manner he is prohibited from using, loaning, investing, depusiting
in bank, or exchanging moneys received for [(‘ctacre on pain of
criminal presecution. — Act of 1841, sec. 2, and act rf 6l Aug.
1846, sec. 16.

373. A postmaster cannot refuse to pay a draft or collecting or-
der, because the contractor is indebted 1o him, nor because there
is an unsetiled private account hetween them, nor upon any oiher
pretext ; but such refusal is made, by the |.1w,p7m:a Jucie evi-
dence of embezzlement, subjecting him to punishment.—Jct of
1841, see. 2, and act of 6th Aug. 18406, sec. 16.

374. EVGIV postmaster under “orders to place his funds in a de-
pository, will take duplicate certificates of each deposite, signed
by the proper officer, one of which should be fransmiited to the
Third Assistant Postmaster General by the first mail thereafter,.
as the postmasier will not be eniitled 10 a credit therefor until its
recention at the Department. :

375. The deposite is 10 be made to the credit of the Treasurer
of the United Siates, for the service of the Post Qffice l)epallmem.

376. The deposite should include the whole amount due,
whether for postage at the office, or for collections or deposites.
made with the postmaster on acconnt of the Department.

377. Postmasters at collection offices must be ready to pay over
at the end of each gnarter, and will transmit the contracior’s re-
ceipt to the Auditor for the Post Office Department, hy the very
first mail afier payment is made. Such payments musi include
the whole mmount on hand, whether arisiig from the postages of”
tl.e quarter, or any precedmrr quaiters, all errors being corrected—
or from moneys collected by, or deposited with the postivaster,
'The receipts must never be put up with the quarierly return, Lut
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should be sent under a separate eme]ope addressed dxrec(ly to the
Auditor.

378. Every pmtmaater of a ‘special office,”” will report to the
Posimaster General, at the end of each qumlel, the balance in his
hands, over and above the sums due the contractor for supplying
his office with the mail, in order that the Department may make
a proper disposition of such balauce.

379. Postmmasters at ¢ special offices,” when under orders to
pay their respective contractors, will not only pay prompily, but
lose no time in transmitting to the Auditor for the Pos. Office De-
partment the receipts taken for their quarterly payments,

380. All payinents to the Department, whetiier upon draf.s, or
otherwise, must be in specie; and postimasters, in receiving pay-
mentof posmwes or other dues to the Departiment, should always
bear in mind that they are bound to pay them over in the legal
currency of the Uniied States. _

381. No allowance can be made fo a pnstrmster for deﬁcnency
in wenhl of money received for postage. Neither can any allow-
ance or remuneration be made for losses by fire, robbery, or theft,
nor can compensation be made for collecting or payiug over mo-
neys to the Departinent, not arising from postages at his office.

CHAPTER 49.
Applications jor Payment and Renewal of lost drafts or

uarram’s.

382. In all cases where application is made for the issue of a
duplicate draft or warrant, upon the allegation that the original is
lost, every such anpllcanon must be addressed 1o the Auditor for
the Post Office Department, and must be accompanied by a state-
ment, on oath or affirmation, by the applicant, or the person who
is the legal holder thereof, showmc the time, place, and all the
circumstances attending the loss or destruction of the draft or
warrant, with 11s numben, date, and amount; in whose favor it
was 1asued when made pay: lble together wnh any other par-
ticnlars lelaung to it within the kno“]edO‘e of the applicant.

383. T’he applicant must also produce a letter or ceitificate
from the officer or person,on whom the draft or warrant may have
been drawn, showing that it has not been paid—also that pay-
ment of the same will not thereafter be made to the owner or any
other person whatever. ,

384. The duplicate, when issued, shall have the same force
and effect as the original. .
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CHAPTER 50.

Decedent’s Estates.

3R]5. A person presenting a claim agninst the Post Office De-
partment, which was dne to a person Then dece ased, must show -
his anthority to receive it, by an authanticated copy of the pro-
ceedings of the court, proving the will, or appointing the admin-
istrator, as the case may be, ac comp'mled by proof, derived from

such record, that he has qtldllhed to discharge his duty, as requir-

ed by the laws of the State or T erritory in which he was ap-
pointed, '

CHAPTER 51

Claims against the Department.

386. Postmasters, contractors and other persons, having claims
or demands on the Department not of the nature of proper uc-

connts, or any other business with it not herein assigned to other

offices, will adidress their communications to the Postmaster Gen-
eral. In all branches of the De ‘partiment, including the Auditor’s
Office, the same prompl attention is given to business transmitted
by letter as 1o that presented in nerson, and hence the employ-
ment of an agent (o transact such business, is not only unneces-

sary, and must prove expeusive, but may invclve loss to the paities
1nterested.

CHAPTER 52.
Emoluments of Postmasters.

3S7. The commissions, allowances, and emo'uments of post-
masiers for their compensation and expenses are limited by law, —
Act of 1825, sec. 145 uct of 1812, sec. 25 act of Murch 1, 1847 ;
and act of Muyreh 3, 1847, .In no casze can the Department in-
crease them, beyond such limit; they are as follows, viz :

Oa the amount of Jetter postage not exceeding 100 in any

one year, 40) per cent.

2 Oua any sum between $100 and $400 in any year, 33} per
cent,

3. On any sum Detiween $400 and $2,400 in a year, 30 per
cent.

4. On any sum over S,;" 400 in a year, 12% per cent.
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5. On the amount of letters and packets received for distribu-=
tion :t[ offices designated by the Posunaster General for that pur-
po=e, 7 per cent.

6. ''wo cents for every free letter (those addressed to the post-
master excepted) which he receives by post and delivers; unless
his commiission, orherwise, amounts 10 $500 in the same qnarier.

057 The teran letter postage includes all posiages received, ex-
cepi pi those which arise from lewspapers sent from the offices of
the publishers to subscribers, and fiom pamphlets and maguzines—
so that all prepaid postage upon transient papers, hand- bllls, and
circulars, printed or lithozraphed, will be treated as letter postacre
in the eelllemeut of accouuts of postinasters.

7. On ull sums atising from the postage on newspapers, maga-
zmes, and pamphlets, 50 per cent.

3588 As the accounts of postmasters have to be settied quarter-
ly, and their commissiens allowed for that time, the postmasters
will credit themselves with 4¢) per cent. upon the first twenty-five
~dollars received in the quarter, and for any suin beiween twenty-
five dollars and one hundred dollars in the quatter, at the rate of
33§ per cent. ; and upon any sum between one hundred and six
huudied dollars received in the quarter, 30 per cent. ; and on any
sum over six hundred dollars received in the quarter, at the rute
of 12} per cent.

384, [or any period less than a qunarter the higher lates of com-
mission will be allowed on such amounts, in lieu of the several
amonnts hmited, in due proportion to such period.

390. The commissions on newspaper postage belongs to the
postiasier who collects it, though he may immediately go out of
' olhcn, and the papers be delivercd by his successor.

391. Kvery postmaster whose com: nissions and allowances to-
gether, as charged in any quarierly account, excead §500 in
amount, will render wiih such quasterly (u_(,ount, an account fo
be called the Commission JAccounl—stating on cne side, the
amount of said eomunissions and allowances; and on the other,
his own compensation for the quarter, as limited by law, and the
incidental expenses of his office necessarily and actually incurred
for said quarter. "The charges for incidental expenses must be
accompanied by the proper vouchers and receipts, and must specify
distinctly the several objects thereof—as rent, fuel, candles, sta-
ﬂoneny, & ., and (he names, ages, rate of compensation and time
pa:d for, of each and every person empluyul as assistant or clerk.
1f the amount of the said commissions and allowances fall short
of the amount of the suid compensation and expenses, the post-
master has no claim on the United States for lhe ueﬁuency If
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‘the amount exceed such compensation and expenses, the post-

‘master will add the excess to the balance, to he acknowledged by

him as due the United States on his quarterly return for the same
uarter.—Act of 1525, sec. 41.

392. The annual commpensation to which postimasters are limi-
ted will be computed for the fiscal yeur commencing the 1st of
July, and ending the 30:ih of June, and in due DIOPOI‘UOH for any
period less than a vear.—Jct of Murch 1, 1847.

393. The postmaster of New Yonl\, l)octon Philadelphia,
Baltimore, New Orleans, and every other city of e Union, will,
severally, at the end of each quarter, with his quarterly a(counf
render an account under oath, to be called the FEmolument .dc-
count, of all other profiis or emoluments by him received during
said quarter, stating on one side of said account the full amount
of profits or emoluments, with the several sources from which
they are derived, whether from box rent, branch offices, or other-
wise ; and on the other side, the expenses in relation to the same
necessarily and actually incurred, accompanied by the proper
vouchers. And after deducting said necessary expenses, the post-
master will add any balance remaining on said acecount, over and
above the rate of two thonsand dollars per annwin, to the credit
of his commission account for the same quarter as mentioned in
the preceding section, to be applied to the objects and be subject
to the limitauons ihereof.

CHAPTER 53.

Attention to the manner of carrying the Mails.

394. Every postmaster will consider himself the agent of the
Department, in regard to its affairs in his immediate vicinity 5 and
he will carefuily oh\ene and promptly report to it, thﬂythluO‘
tending 10 affect its mtelesle or injure its reputation.

395. Itis especially expected that he will keep a vigilant eye
upon the manner in which the mails are carried to and_ from his
office. 'T'liis is amongst the most limportant of his duties.

396. Postmasters will repoit every instance in which the mail
is brought to his office by a person not gqualified.

3497, If a mail-carrier, having 1he mail in charge, become
intoxicated. he will lmtantly distuiss him, employ another at the
expense of the contiactor, and report the facts 1o the Department,

398 Report promptly all irregularities of mail-canlers, in churge
of the mail, and the causes, when known.

399. If the mail arrive withont a lock, ascertain where the fault
is, aud ieport it to the Department.



57

-400. If the mail be carried” on horseback, he will see that it be
covered with an -oil-cloth or bear-skin: If in a stage, that it lLe
cariled in a secure dry beot under the driver’s.feet, or in the box
which constitutes ihe diiver’s seat : If in a sulky or other vehicle,
he will see that it be well protecied from the weather.
4U1. When the newspaper mail, on a stage route, is large, and
separate from the letter mail, it may be carried in the boot bchmd
the stage, but it must not be exposed to the weather. -
402.” Re‘“ort all instances in which the mails are carried Wlthout
the securitles from the weather, as above direcred. :
403. Contractors are required, in all cases, to carry the entire
maii. Postmasters will never pgrmit them o leave any pait of it,
404. Neither are contractors permitied to leave bags of news-
papers and pamphlets at places on their routes. Repmt every
case of this kind that may occur.
405. When the mail siops over night, where there is a post-of-
ﬁce, it must be kept in the office.

- | CHAPTER 54.
Report of the Arrivals and Departures of the Mails to be made
by Postmmasters.

-~

406. Postmasters at the ends of every mail route are required to
report to the Department, every instance, as it occurs, when the
mail departs or arrives afier the contract time, whether with or
without excusable cause, and likewise, every other description of
failure to perforin according to contract ; ; and at the end of each
quarter, they are to certifv to the Auditor of the Department, that
the mail has been cariied on the route according to contract, ex-
cepting the failures before reported. 'The schednle of arrange-
ments furnished to the postmaster by the Departinent, with

-the nolifications of changes therein subsequently ordered, will
show what service the contract requires.

407. Postmasters at intermediate offices are also required to
report all failures and delinquencies of contractors that may occur
at their offices.

CHAPTER 55.
Fuilures of Muils.

40S. Failures of mails to arrive at the ends of routes and other
points within contract time, cannot but be known in all cases to
contractors or their agents. - :
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409. No notice, therefore, is necessary to be given to contrac-
tors of fuilures to arrive at any post office in coutract txme, as re-

or'ed by postimasiers o the Department.

410. Should a mail at any time fail 1o arrive at the end of a route
or at any intermediate post office, where the time of anival is
fixed, within the time specified in the contract or schedule, it will
be expeued of every contractor immediately, by himself or agent,
to send his excuse o the Inspection Office, seiting forth, partz('u-
larly, the cause of the failure; and if, after waiting a reasonable
time, no specific and satisfactnry excuse be received, the Chief
Cierk is directed to present the case thus reported to the Postinas-
ter General for fine.

411. A specitic excuse is required for each specific delinquency
of any coniractor; so thatgeneral allegations will not be adinitted.
If bad roads be alleged, a specific report must be made of what
portion of the road was so bad as to obstruet the mails, and what
was its peculiar condition ; if high waters, it must be showu what
water-courses were impassable; and so 6f all other excuses.

CHAPTER 56.

Forfeitures and Flines.
-

412. In all cases, there is to be a forfeiture of the pay of the
trip when the tiip is not run; a forfeiture of at least one-fourth
part of i1, when the running or arrival is so far behind timie as
to lose the connection with a dependino; mail ; and a forfeiture of
a due proportion of it, when a grade cf service is rendered inferior
to that in the contract. These forfeitures may De iucreased into
penalties of a higher amount, according to the natuie or frequency
of the failure and the lmpmtance of the muail.

413. Fines will be imposed, unless the delinquency be satis-
factorily explained in due time, for fuiling to take or deliver at a
post oflice the mail, or any put of it; for suffering it to be wet,
injured, lost, or deauoyed for (,onveymur it in a p!dce or manner
that exposes it to depredduon loss, or injury ; for refusing, after
demand, to carry a mail by any coaLh raifroad car, or steamboat,
which the contractor regulally runs cn the route, bevnnd the spe-

cified number of uips in llle contract ; and for not arriving at the
time :et.

CIIAPTE R 57.

Penalties.

414 A Member of Congress hecoming interested in any con-
tract for trausporting the muil is guilty of a high misdenieanor, and
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liahle to a fine of $3,000, and every such contract shall be nu.
and void.— Aet of 1808, sec. 1.

415. A public officer makmc any such contract on behalf of the
United States, subject to the same fine.—1bid.

416. If any person employed in the Post Office Department,
or postmaster, shall become interested in a mail contract, or act
as agent, with or without compensation, in any matter or thing
appertaining to the business in said Depaitment, for any contrac~
tor or person offering to become such, he shall be Liable to pay so-
much money as would have been realized from said contract.
JAel of 1836, sec. 26.

417. This restriction applies to all assistants and clerks of post

offices, whether special or public, and to all interest in or agency
for the mails, whether canied on a public or a special route, or
fiom a steamboat or railroad route to any office, under contract,
order of the Departiment, or otherwise.

418. Msters of steamboais or vessels failing to deliver to post-
masters of the port, if there be such, within three howrs afier the
arrival, all letters and packets in his charge intended for such
p'ace, a fine of $30 (or each offtnce.—Sec. 6, act of 1825.

419. Persons employed on board of steamboats, failing to de-
liver all letiers and packets entrusted to such persons to the mas-
ter or manager of such steamboat, for every failure, a fine of $10
for each letter or packet.—Sec 6, act of 1825,

42)). Retarding or obstructing the passage of the mail, a fine of
$100.—Sec. 9, act of 1825,

421. Neff‘eut of ferryman to convey the mail across a ferry, 10
for every ten minutes delayed.— Ibid.

If any postmaster shall unlawfully detain in his office any let-
ter or pucket, pamphlet or newspaper, with the intent to prevent
the arrival and delivery of the same to the persons to whom such
papers may be addressed, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined
a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, and imprisoned for a
titme not exceeding six months.

422. 1f any officer connected with the Post (ffice Department,
charged with the safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of pub~
lic moneys shall convert to his own use in any way whautever, by
investment, loan, or otherwise, or shall deposite in bank, or shall
exchange for other funds any puhhc moneys entrusted to him for
rafe keeping, disbuisement, iansfer, or for any other purpose, shall
be deemed guiity of emoezzlemem, and on conviction be subject
to the penalties piescribed in the 16th section of the act of tih
Augzust, 18406, to provide for the beiter organization of the Trea-
sury, &c.
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423 Neerlect or refusal of any officer connected with the Post
“Office Depdrtment to pay over, or produce on demand, any public
money so entrusted, shall be prima fucie evidence of such con.
version to his own use of so much of the ‘public moneys as may
be in his hands.

424. One half the penalties recovered in prosecution for viola-
tions of the post office laws, shall be for the use of the person or
persons informing or prosecuting, and the other half will be paid
over to the Department. Where a postmaster prosecutes, he will

give information of the fact to the Depirtnient and hold one half
‘of the penalty collected subject to its order.— . Act of 1§23, sec. 33.

425. 1f the passage of the mail on auy post route in the vi-
cinity of a post ofﬁce be illegally obs:ructed, the postmaster will
at once report the facts to the Department, and prosecute the per-
son who caused the obstruction for the penalty provided by law.—
Act 1825, sec. 9.

R T e R

CHAPTER 58.

Violations and Evasions of Lauws.

426. It is a violation of law to enclose or conceal a letter, or

; other things, or any memorandum in writing, in any newspaper,

b pamphlet, or magazine, or in any packet thereof, or to make any

' writing or memorandum thereon, or on the wrappers enclosing

. them, except the direction, and deliver the same into any post of-
fice, or 10 any person for that purpose.

427. In all such cases, the newspaper, pamphlet, or magazine
should be charged with letter postage ; and if the person to whom
the paper or pamphlet is addressed refuses to pay letter postage

thereon, the postmaster will immediately enclose the paper or
- ‘pamphlet to the postmaster from whose offize it came, and request
him to prosecute the person who placed it in his office for the pen-
alty of five dollars, prescribed by law.—See sec. 30, act of 1825,

428. Inorder that frauds of this kind may be readily traced and
detected, pOSlmasters will be careful to post-mark or stamp every
transient paper,”magazine, or pamphlet sent from the office with

~ the naine of the oﬁice and State, 'md the amount of postage, and
the date.

429. If the packet be addressed to the office, and confain pa-
pers for several persons, only the newspaperin which the letter or
memorandum is enclosed, and its contents, should be charged
with leuer postage. |
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430. Tt is the practice. of many to address their hand bills (0
postmuasters, by which means they give them an extensive circu-
Jation, free of postage. This is an abuse which must be correc-
ted. In every instance where postmasters receive a communica-.
tion, addressed to him as postmaster, which is of a private charac-
ter, and designed 10 promote private interests, with an evident in-
tention of giving circulation to it, without paying postage, the
postmaster will return the same to the person who sent it, under
a new envelope, with the charge of letter postage endorsed.

431. In every case in which a letter or packet is carried out of
the mail, in violation of the acts of Congress, that comes to his
konowledge, the postmasier will prosecute the persons offending
for the penaliy provided by law, and report the facts to the De-
pariment, stating the name of the carrier and his employer.

432. As the law prohibiis a private post or express, on or par-
allel to a mail line, those who aid and assist or employ such to
carry letters or packages, which by law have a right to be sent by
the mail, are guiliy of a violation of the law of Congress of 1825,
and subject to be prosecuted for the penalty under ihe 24th sec-
tion of said act. ‘ ' = .

433. It is'a violation of law for mail carriers, stage drivers, or
contractors to carry out of the mail any letter or packet, sealed or
unsealed, unless it be delivered to the postmaster at the next
office as a way letter—Act of 1825, sections 20 and 21—see
chapter 21. | ‘

434. Upon the arrival of every steamboat or-other vessel navi-
gating the waters of the United States:at any port where there is
a post office, it is the duty of the captain, or other officer having
charge of the same, to deliver to the post office at such place, or
to the person authorized by the Department as local agent, all let-
ters and packets which he may have, except such as relate to the
cargo of such vessel, (under penalty of thirty dollars.) And all
persons employed on such hoat are required, under penalty of ten
doilars, to deliver to the master or manager of sunch boat all let-
ters or packets before their arrival at such port. The letters, &e.,
are to be delivered within three hours after the arrival of the boat,
if in the day time. If she arrives in the night, within two hours
after the next sunrise.—Act of 1825, sec. 6. o -

CHAPTER 59. ~

Blanks for Accounts, Post bills ,‘ &ec.

435. Postmasters in the States of Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York,
11
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New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, will apply to the poss-
master at New Yuik city, New Yok, for ‘such blanks as are ne-
cessary for the use of their cffices.

436. Postinasters in the States of Maryland, Virginia, North
Caiolina, South Caolina, Geoigia, Alabama, and blouda, wilk
apply to the posimaster at Wi arhingion, D. C.

437. Postumasters in the Siates of Ublio, Kentucky, Tennescee,'

Missisaippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, and Texas, will apply
to the posimaster at ()incinnati, Ohio, for such blunks as aie neces-
sary for the use of their offices.

438. Poustmasters in the States of Illinois, Iowa, and Wiscon-
sin, will apply to the postmaster at Chicago, lllinois, for such
blanks as are necessary for the use of their offices.

439. Posimasters in the Srates of Michigan and Indiana, will
apply to the postinaster at Buffalo, New York, for such bldnks as
are necessary for the use of their (fhces.

440. When the postages collected at an cffice amount to 300

a year, the namie of the postmaster will be printed on the post
bils.

441, Stamps are only (o be procured upon application to the
Appointment Office, ‘f'hey are furnished to offices that collect in
postoges $30U0 a year.

CHAPTER 60.
Mail Lceks and Keys.

442. Locks and keys are furnished, when wamed, upon appli-

cation to the luspection Office. ‘T'hese applicalions. and all other

official statements addressed to the Inspection Gffice, should be:

signed by the postmaster only, except in case of sickness or una-’
voidable absence, when they may be signed by an assistant.

445. Postmasters at the principle offices are supplied with seve.

ral locks, in order that they may be used when extra mail bags
are forwarded. In such cases, they should see that the locks are -

returned, and report any postmaster who shall unnecessarily de-
tain them,

446. The mail key should be kept with greatcare. [t shounld.

never be cairied out of the effice, but be secured therein, under
lock, and accessible only to the pn~tmaeler and his assistant, Tt
will be deemed highly repnehemn!)le i auy postinasier to lose the
mail key.

44~. Application for mail keys chould be made directly to the
Iospection Office, and should stue the reason why a new key is

—_
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wanted.  If one be lost or broken, its place may be supplied by
borrowing from an adjacent office, until another is furnished by the
Inspecuon Oflice, when the borrowed key must be returned.

448. In case a key is lost or broken, the chain or stiap of the
- mail bag ought not to be cut, but the fact should be notified to
the next postmaster, who should be requested to take out the
packets addressed to his office, and send them out of the mail
until a new key be obtained.

449. Every postmaster, in cases where the mail arrives at his.
office without a lock upon the bag, should procure a common
pad-lock, and lock up the mail therewith, the key of which to be
sealed up, and delivered to the carrier, and addressed to the next
postmaster on the route.

CHAPTER 61.
Mail Pouches and Mail PBags.

450. All communications relating to portmanteaus, mail pouch-
es and mail bags to be addressed to the Post Office Department,
superscribed ¢ Incpecuon Office.” |

451. When a postinaster at the end of a route discovers a mail
bag to be out of order, he will immediately have it repaired, and
charge the amount in his account of contingent expenses, and
send a receipt therefor. But if it be so unsound as that the mail
will not be secure in it unul it gets to the end of the route, the
postmaster who first discoversit will have it repaired, even though
it should detain the mail.

452. Mails of letters and newspapers, before being put into the
mail bag, are to be placed in separate linen bags, where such bags
are uqed and whenever these bags are worn out, or lost, the post-
masters at the ends of routes will apply to the. ]nepecnon Office
for such bags as may be necessary for the transportation of the

mail.

453. All mail bags not in use should be 1mmedmtely returrned
to the office from which they were sent. Postmasters who send
extra bags should see that they are returned ; this they can do by
writing to the postmasters who reiain them. If they be not re-
turned the facts should be reported 1o the Inspection Office.

454. A sufficient number of mail bags should be retained at
distiibuting offices, and at offices where the packets of a large
mail are divided and destined for several routes, to send all the
packets.
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455. When a new mail bag is wanted, application must be made
to the Inspection Office, describing the size and the number of the
route on which it 1s to be used. No allowance will be made to
postmasters or contractors for mail bags procured by them, without
special instructions from the Department

456. Postmasters whose offices are mail bag depots, may fur-
nish mail bags in cases of emergency, and make a report to the
Department, stating the kind of bag, and the number of the route
upon which it is placed. 'The established depots frem which
quarterly returns must be made to the Inspeciion Office of the
number and description of surplus mail bags and mail locks, are as
follows : '

457. Poriland and Bangor, Maine ; Portsmouth and Concord,
New Hampshire ; Montpelier and Bennington, Vermont ; Boston,
Massachusetts ; Providence, Rhode Isiand ; Hartford, Connecti-
cut ; New York city, Albany, Rochester, and Buffalo, New York;
’I‘renton New Jersey; Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and Pmsbmg,
Pennsylmnn Baltimore, Maryland; Washington, District of
Columbia; Richmond, Wheeling, and Abingdon, Virginia; Ra-
leigh and Asheville, North Carolina; Charleston and Columbia,
South Carolina; Augusta, Savannah, and Columbus, Georgia;
Tallahassee, F'lorida ; Mobile, Tuscaloosa, and Huntsville, Ala-
bama ; Jackson and Natchez, Mississippt ; New Orleans, Louisi-
ana; Little Rock, Arkansas; Knoxviile, Nashville, and Mem-
_phis, Tennessee; Louisville and Maysville, Kentucky ; Colum-
bus, Cmc'nnatl, and Cleveland, Ohio ; Detioit, Michigan ; In-
dlanopolls and Vincennes, Indiana ; Spnngﬁeld Galen'l “and Chi-
cago, Illineis; St. Louis, Jefferson city, and Liberty, M:ssmm
Madlson \szc_onsm ; Iowa city, Jowa; and Galveston, T'exas.

| CHAPTER 62.
" Distribution of Fbreign Mails.

458. The principal Post Offices for the despatch and receipt of
foreign mails are the cities of Boston, New York, Charleston,
and New Orleans. ,

-

CHAPTER 63.

| Foreign Maz’ls—How made up.

439. When a letter is placed in a Post Office to be sent to a
forelan country, postage on it must be pald to the seaport, except



65

f{etters and packets sent to the British American Previnces, and
those to Bremen, in Germany, by the New York and Bremen line
of mail steamers, and those places in Europe to which mail mat-
ter will be sent by said line through the Bremen Post Office.

460. Postinasters at seaports will always receive letters that
are offered for places beyond sea. 'The letters so received,
together with those that come in the mail, addressed to fonelo'n
countries , should be marked with the name of the office, and the
time of recepuon

461. As soon as the posunaster finds that a vessel is

ready to sail, which will be convenient to carry letters to the
place of their destination, he will carefully examine a!l such let-
ters, and see that there are none among thein desiined to another
place. He will then count them, and enter their number in a
bill. If there be few letters, and no bag for them furnished by
the master of the vessel, they may be made into a bundle like a
«ommon malil, taking care to enclose the certificate with them,
and sealing the wrapper with the office seal. If a bag be fur-
nished, the string is to be sealed with the office seal. And if there
be many letters, “and no bag furnished by the master of the ves-
sel, the postmastel will furnish one, and charge it to the De-
parlment

462. The postmaster will obtain flom the master of a ship,
a certificate, specifying the number of letters and packets,
with the name of the ship or vessel, and place from v.hence she
last sailed, and a receipt for the money paid.

463. He will mark the number forwarded to other oﬁ’lces, and
the number for delivery at his own office, on each certificate.

464. He will then enter them in the Jccount of ship and
steamboat letters. .

CHAPTER 64.

Postage on Letters, §c. to foreign counlries transported in Uni-
ted States mail vessels.

465. On all letters and packets not exceeding one half ounce
in weight, from any port in the United States to_ any foreign port,
twenty four cents.

466. Over one half ounce, and not exceeding one ounce in
weight, forty-eight cents.

467. And for every 1ddmornl half ounce, or fracuon of an
ounce, Jiteen cents. :
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468. Upon each newspaper, pamphlet and prices current, three
cenls.

469. All letters and packets not exCeedmg half an ounce in
weight, sent 1o the West India and other ISlﬂl’]db in the Gulf of
Mexxco Havana excepted, ten cents.

470. Overone half ounce and not exceeding one ounce, /wenfy
cents, and five cents for every additional half ounce, or flacuon
of an ounce.

471. Newspapers, pamphlets, and prices current the same as to
other foreign ports. —See act of Muarch 3, 1845, relatwe to mail
steamers, sec. 3.

472. The above regulation does not apply to Havana, to
which port letters will be chargeable with fwelve and u /wl/cents

oslage.

473. Al lesters and packets to and from Chames when con-
veyed 1n mail vessels, shall be charged with twenty cem’s postage-;
to Panama, thirty cents and to other poris on the Pacxﬁc,jbrty
cents.— Act of March 3, 1847, sec. 7.

A74. Tt shall not be lawful for any person to carry any letter,
packet, or newspaper for distribution, or any printed circular or
prices current on board vessels nan':pomno the United States mail
o foreign countries. Violations of this law will eub_]e(.t the offen-
der 0 a penalty of five hundred dollars.

CHAPTER 65.

Post Oﬁ’ices Jor the Despatch and Receipt of Foreign BMails bor-
dering on the Brm.s/a Provmces.

A75. By ar rangements made wnh the pmper authorities in the
British vamws, mail communications have been established at
several points alono the frontier of the United States. They are
as follows

476. Houlton and Robbinstown,. Maine ; Derby Line, High-
gate, and Burlington, Vermont ; White Hall Plausburgh, Rouse’s
Point, Fort (/ovmovlon Ogdensburg, Morrlqtown Cape Vincent,
05\\700‘0 R )cheslel and Lew ls!own New York; Detmn Mlcln-
gan ; .1!50 New York C: ty and Albdny, by speual arranaemem
wuh I‘oxonto, chrolon, and ] Montreal. -

'CHAPTER 66. -~ =~ =~

477 Letters received ﬂom the British Plovmces for ofﬁces in -
the United- States, are to be rated at the ﬁxat post office in the Uni-
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1ted States at which they are received, with the proper postage
from the United States line to the office addressed, except where
the leiters are prepaid for the .whole dl:[d[lce atlhe offices mailing
them in the Provinces,

473. Letiers placed in any office in the United States, address-
-€d 10 offices in New B:unswick and Canada, are to be rated with
‘the proper postage to the United States line. The postage is not
‘rvequired to be paid in advance, as it will be collecied and ac-
counted for by the Depity Postinaster General of New Bruns-
wick, and by the Depuity Postmaster General of Canada.

479. Postinasters bordering on the Canadian frontier will keep
an.exact account of the postage on all letters, newspapers, pam-
phlets, &c., passing into those Provinces, and keep an account of
the p)emae ou all letters; &c., received from those Provinces, sep-

-arate and distinet from the accounts of other mails received at |

and sent from, their respective offices. :

480. Posimastma will be ullowed a compensation of seven per
<cent. on the postages of letters, &c., received from the British
Provinces and distributed in the United States, and a commission
of three and a hall per cent. on letters, &b., sent into those Pro-
¥inces from the Umu,d States.

CHAPTER 67.

Private Ezpresses.

481. The eszabhehment of private expresses for the conveyance

of uny let.er, packet or packets of letiers, or other maiter uans-
anitiable it “the United States” mail, (neWSpapers, pamphlets, ma-"

gaz:nes, and perlodlcals excep ted,) from one citv, town, or other
“place, to any other cuy, town, or place in the United Stdteq be-
4weenl and from and to which the United States mail 1s reaulanly
transported under amhenty of the- Post Office Depmtmeut is pro-
diibited.

432. So is the causing to be conveyed or the providing for the
gconveyance,_or tmn‘:pmtallon by regular tiips, or at stated periods
or intervals, as aforesaid, any letiers or other matier transmittable
by mail us aforesaid, ne\vq)clpera*pamphlets magazme s, and pe-
riodicals only e\cepted

483. Every person offending against this pnov1s'on or aiding
or assisting therein, or acting as such privaie expiess, shall forfeit
and pay one hundred and fifty dollars for each time any letrer or

‘Jeuters, packet or packets, or other maiter properly transinittable

by mall (except newspapers, &c.) shall, or may be by him, her,

SR

@
4
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-or them, or through his, her, or their means or instrumentality, i
whole or in part, conveyed

484. A like fine of one hundred and fifty dollars is to be im-
posed on the owner or owners of any siage coach, railroad car,
steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel, which czhall,,wnh the know l-
edge of any of the owners, in whole or in part, or which shall,
with the knowledge or connivance of the driver, conducior, cap-
tain, or other person having charge of such stage ceach, &c. con-
vey or trapsport any person or persons acting or employed-as &
private express for the conveyance of any letter packet or packets
of letters, or other mailable matter, and actua[ly mn possesslon of
such mailable matter.

485. 'T'his is not to prohibit the conveyance of any Tetter , pack-
et, or packets, or other matter, by private hands, no compensauon
belnrr tendered or received therefor in any way, or by speciak
messenger employed only for the single particular occasion.

486. Stacre coaches, railroad cars, steamboats, packetboats, and
all other vehicles or vessels rexfmmmcr regular tiips at stufed pe-
riods, on a post route between two or more cities, towns, or places,

from one to the oether, of which the United States mail is regular-
ly conveyed under the auihority of the Post Office Department,
are prohibited from transporting or conveying, otherwise than in
the mail, any letter, packet, or packets of letiers, or other mail-
able matter whatsoever ,except such as may have relation to sonie
part of the cargo of such steamboat, packetboat, or other vessel,
or to some article at the same time conveyed by such stage, rail-
road car, or other vehicle, and excepting also, newspapers, pam-
phlets, magazines, and periodicals.

487. The owners, managers, servants, or crew of all stage
coaches, railroad cars steamboals packetboats, and all other ve-
hicles or vessels, are also paohlblted fiom conveying as aforesaid.

488. For each offence the owners of the stage coach, railroad
car, steamboat, packetboat, or other vehicle or vessel, shall forfeit
and pay one hundred dollars; and the diiver, captain, conductor,
or person having charge of such coach, &c. not being at the time
the owner thereof in whole or in palt shall forfeit and pay fifty
dollars.

489. The peraon who transmy's by private express, or any other
means prohibited by the act :PSd March, 1845, any letier or let-
ters, packet or packets, or other mailable ma:ter, excepling news-
papeis, pampiilets, magazines, or periodicals ; or who shall place
or cause to be deposued at any appointed place, for the purpose
of being transported by such unlawful ‘means, any. matter or thing
properly transmittable by mail, (newspapers, &c. excepted,) or
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who shall deliver them for transmission to any agent or agents of
such unlawful expresses, § shall forfeit and pay for each oﬂane,
ﬁftv dollars. : -

- 490. Steamboats can carry letters undel the fifth and sixth sec-
tlons of the act of 1825; provided the letters are delivered over to
the posimaster of the place, or the authorized agent of the De-
partment, such letters excepted as relate to the cargo. If the let-
ters are not delivered as aforesaid, the owners and persons having
charge of the boat shall be liable to the penalty specified in the
foregoing section, No. 488.

491. The postimaster or other agent of the Departinent, to whom
letters brought by steamboat are dellvmed shall charge and cul-
leet upon them the same rates of poqtacre as would have been
charged had they been transmitied by mail.

-492. Postmasters are specially enjoined promptly to report to
the Department all violations of the law—Dby those carrying ex-

presses—by those setting them up—by those sending letters or

packets by them—Dby those leaving letters, &c. at any ap-
pointed place to be forwarded out of (he mail—by those delivering
them to any agent of an express—and by those in any other way
aiding -or asuannrr in such unlawful transmission.

493, They will also reportall cases coming to their knowledge
where railroads or steamboalts, or mail conveyancesof any descnp-
tion, convey letters, &c. out of the muil, or transport any persons
carrying letters, &c. out of the mail, to the end that suits may be
brought against the owners, duecro:s officers, captains, conduc-
tors, or hand according to their Lnowledge of such lllegal prac-
u(es or their conmvan(,e or agency therein.

494. The report of the postmaster will consist of a statement of
the offence, giving time and place, the name of the offender, and
the names of the witnesses.

495. The prosecutions will be instituted in the district courts of
the United States.

496. But any citizen is authorized fo prosecute for the penalties.

in a qui tam suit, and in that case will be euntitled to one half of”

the amount 1ece1ved in each instance.

CHAPTER 68

Stamps Sor the pre-payment of Poslaﬂe on Lelters.

497. Postage stamps, one printed in black, repreqenlma the head

of \Vashmmon, of the denomination of 1en ‘cents, and the other

printed in brown, representing the head of Franklin, of the de-
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nomination of five cents, will ke transmitted to any postmas-
ters air lmportant points, upon their application in writing, ad-
dressed to tire Third Assistant Postinaster General.

498. Any postinaster receiving stamps, will, by the next mall
‘acknowledge the ‘receipt of the amount. At the expiration of

each quarter, and with his quarterly postage accounts, he will
tender an account of stamps, charging. himself therein with any
amount which remained on hand at the close of the preceding
quarter; and with the. amounts received during the quarier just
-ended, and crediting himself with the amount then remaining
on hand. The balance of the account so stated, lep:eqenmwthe
amount of stamps he has sold. or disposed of, the postmaster will
add to the batance due on his return for (he same quarlez for
postages. ' ‘ .

4499. In case of resignation, removal, or death, the postmaster
or his representative will not be allowed a credit for any stamps
turned over-to his successor, unless such successor has duly quali-
fied by giving bond, and shall forthwith transmit his receipt for
the amount to the Auditor for the Post Office Department.

500. Any letter or packet with one or more stamps affixed, equal
in amount to the postage properly chargeable thereon, may be
amailed and forwarded from any post office as a prepaid letter or
packet; but if the stamps aflixed be not atdequate to the proper
postage, the postinaster receiving the letter or packet for trans-
.mission, will rate 1t with the amount deficient in addition.. :

601. Slamps ¢o affixed are to be immediately cancelled in the
-office in which the letter or packet may be deposited, with an in-
strument to be furnished fo certain of the post offices for that
‘purpose. In post offices not so furnished, the stamps must be
cancelled by making a cross > on each with a pen. If the
~cancelling has been omitied on the mailing of the letter, the
Postmasier delivering it will cancel the stamp in the manner di-
rected, and iimme dmtely report the postimaster who may have
been delinquent to the Department.

502. Stamp letters and packets will be entered in the post bllls,

and also in the abstracts of mails sent and received, as prepaid by
.slum,ps' The amount of stamp letiers sent will, in the compu-
tation of the postmaster’s commissions, and for that purpose only,
be added to the amount of postaues recelved




APPENDIX.

CAPITALS OF THE STATES AND TERRITORIES.

STATES. _ ' . CAPITALS,
MAIRE..........0 ettt e et taeae e eeaa et et eaaas Augusta
New HAMPSHIRE......cooiiiiiiniiiiiic i Concord
R Y323 (03 & Montpelier.
M ASSACHUSETTS vuevvinernernsnnoreeeeeneesenmesonnmnnnnes e Boston.
RHODE ISLAND.....ccciiiiiiiiieiiaiiciiiancinenensesanenss... . Providence and Newport.
CONNECTICUT.....u...... neneens e teere e et aaans Hartford and New Haven.
NEW YORE....ttiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiietpieeeveni e sannsnana. .. JAlbany.
NEW JERSEY.i.iveviiinianinnnas . .. Trenton.
?ENNSYLVANIA .................................................. Harrisburgh.
D EL AW ARE. .. iitiiiiieiiieiiiiieeeiesnraresraiesesisnenseennnas Dover. \
MARYLAND...cttiitnierinanerreoressaniennnn. leeteeietaraeen Annapolis. '
VIRGINIA..eutneeesnnrsensessnsnsasnanrsnsnsesessnssaeasmnsnson.. Richmond.
NORTH CAROLINA......cccune.... e eeetaeeae e «e.....Raleigh,
SouTh CAROLINA........ P S Columbia.
] ofe ) : ¢ 5 7\ Milledgeville
FLORIDA ........ h e eeeeeeeieetetaaeeeetaeeetaeereaeantaeaeannnaes Tallahassee
L {0 J S O SR Columbus.
MicHIGAN......... e teeseerees teesetteeetesiecesereecrerernns Detroit.
INDIANA c.iveiiieieiiiiieiii it eeiiiseen s meessenn s s e eane oo ooo . INdianopolis.
ILLINOIS.......................-...:......,.........f ............ Springfield..
WV ISCORSIN ceveeerernenrenesareesssmasssasessntesesesrenssneeenas Madison.
3, N 1Towa City.
IVIISSOURL. .. nuunennarrnsannnsneeeneensrnenssenaentnnnesreennnes Jefferson City.
K ENTUCE Y ciitieiiveerarereissssemeseseneeesnssnsenaseneserss . Frankfort.
T ENINESSEE «euueariereareessornssascanssnmennssneensnnes Ceereees Nashville.
ALABAMA couetiinirneensseaieesaensesensivassasnensviensn.. Tuscaloosa. )

. ‘ - [Soon to be Montgomery.

MISSISSIPPI. . euerientniienoienesnniessaiiessseienssnionnnaees Jackson. _ _
ARKANSAS.. ..Little Rock.
LOUISIANA........................................' .............. "New Orleans,

TEXAS...-....i.-n.....-...........--n..‘....-...........---....Austin.
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DISTRIBUTING POST OFFICES IN THE UNITED STATES.

OFFICE. STATE-
Portland......coviiiiiiiiiciiiei it e e Maine
| 2700170) + VPPN Massachusetts.
Providence......ccc.oveiiiiieis ceeiiiiieiieeenne......Rhode Island.

- Hartford... ..o e Connecticut.
New YorKu e oo i
Albany...ooveeiiiiiiii e E New York.
Buffalo... oo o ‘
Philadelphia.....coeiiiiiiiiiii i
lgqrthumberland .................................... Pennsylvania.

37 P
Pittsburg.............
Baltimore....ooooiiiiiii e Maryland.
Washington......ocooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiii e e, District of Columbia.
Petersburgh . ..ol eeereeeneaae.
NoOrfolk coeniiiei i )
Abingdon.....coeoiiiiiiiiiiii e Virginia.
Wheeling.ooooviiiiiiiiiiii it
Kanawha, C. H....oiiiaiiiiiiieiiaaen.
Rabwile ... S | North Carltma,

CharleSton ..o . wooomes e ..
Yorkville co.oovv i
AUgusta ..ooiiieiiiiiiiiiriiiieaeiiarnaeees eereeens

t % South Carolina.

Savannah........ et teeentereetaeeratteataneiares Georgia
Columbus. ....cieiii i ciei i et it re s
CIncinnati....coviiiii et e e eas )
Columbus. ....cviiiiiii et e Ohio
Toledo .....cooiriiiiiiiiiiiiieiieerreeeaieeanns
Detroit. ....... ettt etineatteeta et aeaateataananaaans Michigan.
Indianopolis.....coeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniiie e s .
Vincennes.......cociieiiiiie civviniiiiiieecneniaens ; Indiana.
Shawneetown.........oveviiivmiiiiiiiiiieieernnnns . .
L 00114 ¥-{o N Illinots.
Saint Louis...cccoiiiioiiiiieiiiiciiieeenee Ceaeeenes Missouri
Cumberland Gap.......ccoviiviiiioniiiiienienanns 4
Louisville.............. et ereresteiicecneneene cune Kentocky.
Maysville...ooooes civiiiiiiiinans eeeietaeniaane
Nashville «.oooivniiiiiiiiiiieiiie it ceerictnanannen ,
Memphis.....c..oiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e g Tennessee.
Montgomery...c.ceiivnniiieiinineienstoannns e
Huntsville ..c....coiiiiviiiieiniinnnn. eettereneianes Alabama.
Tuscumbia.....ccviiiiieiiiieaiiiireiie s ereeves
Natchez...ovooririieiii it rrrrreoiiaeeenes NPT
Vicksburgh .ccovuiiiiviiiiienninan... Nererceenanees § Mississippi.
- New Orleans......coivuieiiiiiiiiiiieneroiiaiennns . .
Natchitoches............c...c.. Biiriiiiniiiianss § Louisiana.
Galveston.. ...eeeviirnnnnen. Cereereneenne Ceeseriiesens Texas.
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DEPOSITARIES.

The Deputy Postmasters at the following offices are authorized to-
receive, on deposite, from the Postmasters in their respective vicini-
ties, the quarterly halances due from them : *

| POST OFFICES. STATE. POSTMASTERS.
Bangor.......ccciieveniiininniin.. Maine...... Geeenns eeen teeeenaen Charles K. Miller
Worcester....cocvevieiennenann. .| Massachusetts.................. Maturin L. Fisher
Providence......cccceveeeecnnnn.. Rhode Island................... William B. Sayles
Hartford ............cceevveeen....| Connecticut.....................| Normand Lyman
New Haven.......ccovveeinnnnnns Connecticut.............:....... Edward A. Mitchell
Albany .......ooeiiiviiiiiianan, New York....ooooiiiiiiinnnenns James D. Wasson
R 81 5T RN New York......coooveiiiinnnns ; Augustine G. Dauby
Geneva.....cviciirviiieeeincnennes New York...oooviiiviviiinnnne. George M. Horton
BYyracuse. ....ceeceevveiivnaninens New York.....cooevvenenre.n..| William W. Teall

Rochester....._.................... New YorKe...eeeveeneneenennn. Heﬁry Campbell -

K Batavitee e eeeeeeeeeeeeereeenn. New Yorke..coovrivoeieenennn. Frederick Follett.
Bufalo oo eeeeeeeeeeeninnd New Yorke oo, Henry K. Smith
Harrisburgh........ ....... s Pennsylvania............... James Peacock
Uniontown..,....cccocceevenen-...| Pennsylvania.......c...coo...... i Armstrong Hadden
Pittsburgh ...........c.c..ccee....| Pennsylvania...........ceee.... Chambers McKibbin

l Baltimore .....oeeeeeeneeenenneeeas Maryland .oeienenonninennnnn.. James M. Buchanan
Richmond ....cccceceenennnnnnd) Virginia. oo, Thomas B. Bigger -
Cincinnati.....cccceeeiveraeneeens] OhiOiiiiieiiiiiiiieinnnns, reen George Crawfor:l
Columbus............ cerieeteentas Ohio...cvuiieiiiiiiiiaiiiiannnns Samuel Medary
Cleveland............ SITITITETE 10) 111 TR Timothy P. Speacer
Detroit....cccvveeieeeeonasennae..] Michigan.........oooiiiees S John S. Bagg
Lexington ....cccccveenennnene..d Kentucky. oot Jeseph Ficklin
Louisville ...ovveveevvenevneen o] Kentacky coveviiiiiiiiiinnane. | Thomas J. Read

. ~




DISTANCES

FRO‘\I

THE CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES

TO THOE

45ALPITﬂAIAS(DI’ﬁFIIthSIE‘TIIRM&llEKFAUIWZEEjkPJI)'ITEI{I{YIT)I{IEHB,
BY DUE COURSE OF MAIL,

AS SHOWN BY THE PRINCIPAL POINTS THROUGH WHICH IT PASSES.,

73" THE DISTANCES ARE GIVEN FROM OFFICE TO OFFICE._£J]

MAIL ROUTES.

STATE.

No. 1.

From W asHINGTON, by...

Annapolis Junctmn, (see 4)...

Baltimore, (seed)...............
Wilmington, and (see 6)......
Philadelphia, to........... .....

TrReENTON ; and by

New York, and (see 7 & 8).......

Stonington, to.....ceievenniinn

Provipexce, and..
BosTon, and by (see 9)

Portsmouth, and............. e
Portland, to....cccveieiiiaiian

AUGUSTA,

From W ASHINGTON, t0.ceieinrnreinone cavnns

RicHMOND, DY ciiviiniiiiiiann
Petersburg...........coceiiiiill

Junction near Hicksford, (see 10)..
Weldon..eooiveiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiaeeenens

Wilmington

Charleston, (see 11)............
Augusta, and............oe.....s
Atalanta, to....... ..ceeerenn...
MoNTGOMERY, and by (see 12)
Mobile, t0..cvcviiiiieicrnnennnnn.
New ORLEANS, and by........
Galveston.........coeceviienna.e

------

Washington, to...c...vecevrveienennn.

AUST]‘N..l...t..l.'t.ll"l.!ll‘l!.!.l. .

12

Dist. of Columbiajl......

Maryland.........
Maryland.........
Delaware.........
Pennsylvania.....

New Jersey ......
New quk...

Massachusetts....
New Hampshire
Maine

.............

Dist. of Columbia;......

Virginia .
Virginia
Virginia ..........
North Carolina...

..........

North Carolina...|....
South Carolina...|...
Georgia ...........}....

Georgia
Alabama..........

Alabama.......... e
Louisiana..........l....

Texas.........
Texas........

INTERM. DIST. FROM
DISTANCE., WASHINGTON..
...... 5 S
...... 17... ...40
...... 70, i .. 110
...... P (R TR I ¥ {
...... 30.. ... 167
...... 59...0 . ........226
125 .. e 351
...... 48...0.0eee..... 399
...... 43.. ..442
...... 55 e, 497
...... 52...0 ... iieie.....549
...... 59...0.cieienin....608
29 e,
...... 24...0....0eee..... 153
...... 44 e, 197
...... 20...0 . e 217
165.. ). ..ccce et 382
B 75 T 547
139.... ..., 686
168, 0. 854
181...1.. 1,035
197. 1,232
164...0........... 1,396
.A450...0... ..., 1,846
...... 80. ... 1,926
...60. . 1,986
013501 (KR X] .2,121
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. STATE INTERM.| DI:T. FROM
MAIL ROUTES. ’ DISTANCE.] WASHINGTON..
No. 3.

From WASTINGTON, bY...ccvvivieivnnnnnnns *| Dist. of Célumbial............l.... S erennonensas .
Relay House..........ccccvienininnen, Maryland................ 5 3 S P -
Cumberland............c...coeiiiiient Maryland..........J.... 170 .l............. 201
Brownsville, (see 13).....cccceneeens Pennsylvania ....|...... 75... 276
‘Wheeling,and.. veseeeneeneneas Virginia.........o 0Ll 35... 331
Zanesvnlle to (see 14) ................ 18} 17 IR R 5 200N 404
-Cotumsus, and by (see 15)......... Ohio...ovuinnnnnns e 254 .458
Dayton, to...cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiniann.en. Ghio....ocvievnaiiifenn.e. L S 525
Ispianoronss, and by......cceveeee. Indiana............ L1100 635
Terre Haute, (see 16)................] Indiana............ .. ... £ 2O P 705
Vandalia, and.....cceeiiiiiiiinat Illinois......ccoocoiheaes. 13 1 T P, 801
St. Louis, to.......oiiviiiiiiaie. Missouriz..........|...... 9. 860
JEFFERSONCITY .o viviiiivaniiannn.. Missouri.......... A31 e, 991

‘ -
BrancuEs rrom No. 1.
s
No. 4.
(See No. L) convureenenneen. Jooeeen DRV A 23, .

From Annapolis Junction, to............... Maryland.........eeveeeiic it

ANNAPOLIS... Cagrennes Maryland..........l...... 12 | R P 43
No. 5.
(See NG 1) iiiiiiineriieedeniriaer s irieevenaiteeens %: 10 2 OO -

From Baltimore, by.........5 ...t Maryland....ccooofoeeeiiiiiiidoniiiiiieannen. .
York, to/ ......... Penusylvania.....i..y. 87 i leveevoennnn... 97
HARRISBURG cv.civievnvninisennneene...] Pennsylvania..... ... . 27, L., 124

No. 6.
(Sze No. 1.)....... TR U ST 110, 0eeeeeeeenee .

From Wilmington,to.....c...ccoeeenian.... Delaware ... loeiiiiiidiiiiien ciiiiinea
DOVER.ccccvviinnnn.... Delaware .....c...lveeese 4B eeeieninien, 158

No. 7.
(See No. 1) uvveeeennnennnns 3% SO IS SOU> > T S SO .

From New York, to.....coveiiviviiinaninn.. New York O
Aursaxv, (river distance) and by...} New York........ dd4. 0, 370
Ca-tleton,and............c.oooee..e Vermont..........feeee.. S} U P 451
Burlington, to......cccevevennnn.... .| Vermont..........|...... 66...0ccevrinnnn. 517
MOSTPELIER «oovcviinnienevnnannannanns Vermont..........}...... Z< 1 1 N PN 557

No. 8
(See No. 1) uuinueeeeeenieend] corenninines conneeadenss 12027 S IO .

From New York, by....ooviiiriininnnne-.. New York........ e

' New HAVEN, tO..ccoviviveannnnnn... Connecticut............. o1 ) 2 PO 306
HARTFOBRD.....c........... eeteecaenas Connccticut............. 36... i, 342

No. 9.
(Bee No. 1) iiiriieriviiiredinrie i e aadeee A2 e

From Boston, by....cc.covviiiviiiiinnn. ....| Massachusetts....|.....c...o L. eeee
Lowell, to........... Ceeeeentaratnennons Massachusetts....| ..... 121 S I 4€8
CoXCORD . . vereses .| New Hampeshire..|...... 50..{eeeniinnnn.. 518




MAIL ROUTES. STATE. INTERM. | D;SC. FROM
DISTANCE.| WASHINGTON.
Brancues From No. 2.
No. 190. .
(See No.2).ocoviiiiinineinnn cereenen. RS £ Jr O (OO N -
From Junction near Hicksford, by........ Vlrglma S S -
Gaston, t0......cceeiieinrerenneannnnnnn North Carolma ...... 20. 217
RaLEeH, and by.....ccciiiviiiiannn.. North Carolina...|...... S (U T 304
Fayetteville and........ .cccciiinnanns North Carolina..|...... 171 R TR 364
Cheraw, to... veiievveiiieeenniraneees.ol South Carolina...l...... /5> 70 N 436
COLUMBIA.....cciiiiiiiiiniiiiieiiess | South Carolina...|...... 92 . i 528
No. 11.
G L) J N PN 7 SO P
From Charleston, by.....ccccociviiiiiniinnn South Carolina...{.....cc...ofoviiieiiiiiiiinnia
Savannah, (see 11 a)......c..coiaiiaen Georgia .. L 5 1 0 O 657
€763 J¢ 1c3 ¢ T e Georgia ........ 174 . ceiaiinnn. 831
Macon, and.....c.ccovviiiiieiiiannnn Georgia......ooooifennn.. 20. ...851
Bainbridge, to.......... ...| Georgia.......... 1701 1,621
TALLAHASSEE.... wiicvenieraninronnnns Florida............d...... 48...]... 1,0€9
%
No7 11 a.
(See above)....... S B - ) B T e .
Fronl Gordomn, t0....ceieiiieoiiieerenensanaces Georgia......oveieierinenen. Lt e eeeiesnneinnea
MILLEDGEVILLE....c0etitessansansaranse Georgia.......cooclenenns ) i (N P 848
No. 12,
(See NO. 2).ciiiiiiiinii et e 1,035. ceeea
From Montgomery, by....ccooeer vereveewnn.f Alabama .ol cerea
Selma,. oo e e Alabama..........0...... 515 JU PO, 1,090
Greensborough, and............... ... { Alabama..........l...... b X S 1,135
Livingston; t0...ccvuvieeeieiennionnnns Alabama..........0...... 48.. e, 1,183
JACKSON c.iiiiiiiei i Mississippi A50. 0 1,333
Braxcaes rrom No. 3.
No. 13.
: (S8ee No. 3)eeeiieiiiirniienidiniiaiiiinaee PRSPPI 276.. .o
' From Brownasville, by.....ccoooiiiiiiiil Pennsylvania ....l......o..o o
' Pittsburgh,. ...t Pennsylvania ....l...... 50...0.0iee..326
Beaver, “and.. veeeve...] Pennsylvania....l...... 30...% ............. 356
Cleveland, to (qee 13 a) w2) & % Ohioooiio.n 113...;.._. .......... 469
Derrorr, (direct,) and by... .Be=< | Michigan.........I... 2000 989
Kalamazoo, «...ccecevvennen.n. 2| Michigan.........|.... 147 e, 736
St. Joseph’s,.cevveeiiiiiennnnnn > = 2| Michigan.........l...... 54. . iiiiiininnnn 790
Chicago,and.................. %ﬁ g | IHinois........oooodeeeens 60...L..iianens 850
Milwaukie, t0.. ...cecvennn... 5 S| Wisconsin........ooee G, 941
MADISON...cceienniiaaanannns J Q.8 Wisconsin............... Blileiiinenns . 1,025
by (soo s 3-b) Ohi 469...
From Cleveland,by (see above,) (see ] 10 ivieieeranes . ceronne
Toledo, to..... During suspension] Ohio..........ce..cteee 130...’i ............. 5}).9
Dgrrorr, and % of navigation. | Michigan.........L...... 61.... .660
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INTERM. | DIST. FROM
MAIL ROUTES. STATE. DISTANCE.| WASHINGTON.
No. 13 b. .
¥rom Toledo, by (see above)............... Ohio ...vivvveiean il 0889 feeii e
Adrian,.......... ] { Michigan.........|...... 2 N PO, 632
Hillsdale......... ‘During suspen-| Michigan .........]...... 4. |oeriniininn 666
Niles, ..ocvennnn.. sion of naviga-! Michigan.........|...... 98.. [t 764
Chicago, and ... tion on the Illinois.............ll. 102 eovieiiient, 866
Milwaukie, to... Lakes. Wisconsin............... 2 S 960
MADISON..eevnen. J _ Wisconsin.........}...... 8l...0ceeene.... 1,041
No. 14.
(See N0o.3).vvveiniivnninns. ST RPRD PR T 11 % B e
From Zanesville, by. ... r Ohio....cavvinnei. T
Chillicothe,...cccviiieiiiiiiiiienines 0] ¢ U SN FUN 1 TR P 477
Maysville,and ...l é Kentucky.........l...... B2 feveriiiiinns 559
Lexington, to....ccceccvvvnvinaiieee) Kentucky..oooooiiaae, 64... 0ol ... 623
FRANEFORT....viiiiiiiiiiiciiii e i+ Kentucky.........l...... 26...1cciiiiiie, 649
No. 15.
(See No. 3) .................. SR PRI 15 1o TN PRI N
From CorLumMBUS, by.. U I © ) 1§ Ts S S
Cincirnati,........ veveeesest Ohio il L1200 578
Louisville, and (see 1.) a) ............ Kentucky......... G132l 710
Bowling Green, to.......cccoaiiunnen.. Kentucky......... L1120 0. 822
NASHVILLE.....ccccvviiiiriveinneee.... Tennessee.............. 65...1...o. ..., . 887
No. 15 a.
(See above).iiiuuiiiiiiiiiiidiiiiiiii i e, Y 5 T § B S
From Louisville and.. ceereeeee.s Kentucky......... S
’ Mouth of White River to............ Arkansas..........|....7T38...1...........1,448
LitTLE RocE...coiviiiiaiiiiiiiiiiie Arkansas..........J....203...L.. ... 1,651
No. 16.
H (See NO. )ittt ie i viiei e eeeeen el L7050 ...
From Terre Hauteto.....cocoovvviininnnnnn.. Indiana............ e s
 SPRINGFIELD, and by............cce...d IlinoOiS....ee..ona e 1420 00, 847
: Peoria and.........cecciiiin Illinois............. ! ...... 68.....ciiinnn 915
; Burlington, to.. ceresmeaneanana Jowan oo, T 11 2R O 1,018
TIowa CITY.iiiviiiiiiiiiiii e ; Iowa.....ccoooeuats { ...... 89... .1,107
j
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"‘RULE OF DISTRIBUTION.

“81. The postmaster will carefully assort the letters—and alk
letters addressed to offices in his own State, and all letters ad-
“dressed to distributing offices, capitals of States and Territories,
and all letters to offices in other States, situated between his.
office and a distributing office, he shall mail direct. When
a letter necessarily passes through a distribuiing office, it shall
be the duty of the postmaster to mail to the nearest distributing:
office short of the place where the leiter is directed, and write-
upon the packet the name of the office and State, and the
letters D. P. O. (the usual abbreviation for ¢ Distributing Post
Office,”) for example : A letter from Richmond, Virginia, to Day-
ton, Ohio, should be mailed and directed ¢ Columbus, Ohio, D.
P. 0.” ”»
The following are the distributing offices for the States set op-
- posite to them respectively. And each letter or packet, when not
mailed direct, as the above regulation reqnires, should be mailed
to the nearest distributing office, short of the place addressed, on
the route by which it is to be sent.

Note.—The names of the coffices, for each State, to which the greatest amount
of mail matter i3 sent, are printed in sMALL cAPIrALs.

- To PorrTrann, Me.
FOR MAINE - - - {'x Boston, Mass.

( To Portland, Me.
~ ) BostoN, Mass.
FOR NEW HAMPSHIRE { {\.y York, N. Y.
- ' ( Albany, N. Y.
[ To Portland, Me.
Boston, Muss. -
FOR VERMONT - - { Roomye il o
. Ausany, N. Y.

[ To Portland, Me.
Bosron, Mass.

Providence, R. 1.
FOR MASSACHUSETTS < iartford, Conn.
New York, N. Y.
Aibany, N. Y.

\



FOR RHODE ISLAND - ¢
-\

FOR CONNECTICUT

FOR NEW YORK -

¥FOR NEW JERSEY

FOR PENNSYLVANIA

FOR DELAWARE -

FOR MARYLAND -

FOR VIRGINIA -

FOR NORTH CAROLINA /{

22

To Boston, Mass.
ProvipEnce, R. 1.
New York, N. Y.
Hariford, Conn.

To Boston, Mass.
Providence, R. 1.
Hartford, Conn.
New York, N. Y.
Albany, N. Y.

[ To Albany, N. Y.
New York, N. Y.

! Philadelphia, Pa.
Northumberiand, Pa.
FErie, Pa.

Burraro, N. Y.

To New Yorxk, N. Y.
PuiLabpELPHIA, Pa.

(To New York, N. Y.
Philadelphia, Pa.
BaLtimore, Md.
WHEELING, Va.
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Erie, Pa.

Buffalo, N. Y.

_ Northumberland, Pa.

-~ .

To PuiLaApELPHIA, Pa.
BavLtimorg, Md.

[ To Philadelphia, Pa.

| BavLtimore, Md.

4 Norfolk, Va.
WasaiNgTON, D. C.
|~ Wheeling, Va.

( To Baltimore, Md.
Wasuingron, D. C.
Norfolk, Va,
PetERsBURG, Va.
Abingdon, Va.
Cumberland Gap, Ky.
Maysville, Ky..
Kanawha C. H,, Va.
Wheeling, Va.
Pittsburgh, Pa.

.

(Te PeTersBURG, Va.
Norfolk, Va.
Raleigh, N. C,
CHARLEsTON, S. C.
Augusta, Ga. 2
Ashville, N. C.
Abingdon, Va.




FOR SOUTH CAROLINA {

FOR GEORGIA -

FOR FLORIDA -

FOR OHIO - -

¥OR MICHIGAN -

FOR INDIANA- -

FOR ILLINOIS -

FOR WISCONSIN -

BTN M

m vy e~ .-
e

FOR IOWA - 1

13
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[ To Petershurg, Va.
Raleigh, N. C.
-CHARLEsTON, S. C.
Savannah, Ga.
Avcusta, Ga.
Ashville, N. C.

L Yorkville, S. C.

( To AuvcusTa, Ga.
Savan~xaH, Ga.
Columbus, Ga.
Monrtcomery, Ala.
Huntsville, Ala.
Nashville, T'enn.
Ashvilie, N. C.

. Yorkville, S. C.

( To Charleston, S. C.
To Savan~au, Ga.
Columbus, Ga.

e

| Montgomery, Ala.
{ New Orreans, La.

( To BurFaro, N. Y.
Erie, Pa.

Pittsburgh, Pa.
WHEELING, Va.

4 Maysville, Ky.
CincinyaTi, Ohio.
Columtus, Obhio.
IxpranopcwLis, Ia.
Toledo, Ohio,
Detroit, Mich.

To DeTroit, Mich.
Toledo, Ohio.
Indianopolis, Ia.

| Chicago, Ill.

[ To Toledo, OGhio.
CorLumBus, Ohio.
Cincinnatti, Ohio.
LouisviLLe, Ky.

S

_ 1 Vincennes, Ia.

St. Louis, Mo.
Chicago, Ill.
[ Indianopolis, Ia.

(' To Cuicaco, 11l
Inpraxorouis, Ia.
< Vincennes, la.
Shawneetown, IlL

| St Lous, Mo.

Cuicaco, Il

To Detroit, Mich.
8t. Louis, Mo.

Indianopolis, Ia.
Sr. Louis, Mo.

gTo’ Cuicaco, Illf‘ T

Kanawha C. H., Va.



FOR MISSOURI -

FOR KENTUCKY -

FOR TENNESSEE -

FOR ALABAMA -

FOR MISSISSIPFI

FOR ARKANSAS

FOR LOUISIANA

FOR TEXAS -
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,'To Chicago, Ii1..
Indianopolis, la.

- 3 Shawneetowm, Ill.

" t Sr. Louis, Mo.

({ To Kanawha C. H., Va.
Cumberland Gap, Ky..
NasavivLg, Tenn,

St. Louis, Mo.

= Shawneetown, Ill.
LoussviLLg, Ky.
Cincipnpali, Ohio.

L. MarxsviLig, Ky.

To Cumberland Gap, Ky:.
Abingdon, Va.
Ashville, N. C.
Avcusta, Ga.
Montgomery, Ala.

- 4 Huntsville, Ala.

Tuscumbia, Ala.

Mewmpuis, Tenn. _

Shaw neetown, 1ll..

NasuvicLE, Tenn.

| LouisviLLe, Ky.

[ To AvcusTa, Ga.

Columbus, Ga.

Montgomery, Ala..

New Orleans, La.

- Vickshurg, Miss,

Memenuis, Tenn.

Tuscumbia, Ala.

NasuviLre, Tenn..

| Huntsville, Ala.

[ To AvcusTa, Ga.
MonTcuMERY, Al]...
New Orleans, La..

- 3 Natchez, Miss.
Vicksburg, Miss..
Mememis, Tenn.

§ Tuscumbia, Ala.  _

[ To LouvisviLLe, Ky..
Memphis, Tenn..
Vickssure, Miss.
- 3 Natchez, Miss.
New Orleans, La..
Natchitoches, La..
. St. Louis, Mo.

To Vicksburg, Miss..
Narcuez, Miss.
New OrrLeans, La.

l Natchitoches, La.

{ To Natchitoches, La.

GaLvesTON, Texas..




INDEX
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TO THE

POST OFFICE LAWS.

A
Jbalement of Postage.
‘ Section. Page.
Abating and refunding Postage - - ~ - 13 8
Accessaries. |
If any person shall be accessary, after the fact, to any robbery of the -

carrier of the Mail of the United States, or other person entrust-
ed therewith, of such mail, or of part thereof, any person so of-
fending shall pay a fine not exceeding $2,000, and be imprisoned

and confined to hard labor for any time not exceeding ten years 45 23
Accessaries may be tried without trial of the principal, provided
such principal has fled from justice - - - 45 23

All persons who shall in any way be accessary to any of the crimes
forbidden by the Act of 1825, reducing into one the several acts
establishing and regulating the Post Office Department, to be
subject to penalties therein prescribed - ~ - 24 14

Accounts, Regulation and settlement of.

The accounts of the Post Office Department, how to be kept - 12 30
Accounts to be certified under seal, to be admmitted in evidence in

all suits brought by the United States against Postmasters or

Contractors - - - - - 15 31
Accounts of postmasters to be rendered quarterly - -~ 31 19

ke
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Advertising Letlers.

Section. Page.
Postmasters to publish every three months, or oftener when directed,
in one of the newspapers nearest to the place of their residence,

a list of all the letters remaining in their respective offices - 26 15
Advertisements of letters may be made {p more than one paper -~ 35 40
The whole cost of said advertisements not to exceed four cents for

each letfer - - - - - 35 40

Advertising for Conlracis.
Notice to be given in one or more ncwspapers, where the contract
is to be performed, for at least twelve weeks before entering into
- any coutiract for carrying the mail - - - 10 7

Advertisements for contracts, and regulations respecting them 23 35

Advertising for Stationery and Job Printing.

Advertising for Stationcry and Job Printing, &e. &e. - - - 17 49

Allowance, Exvira.

Oificers, whose salaries are fixed by law, not to receive any extra

allowance or ccmpensation - - - - 3 44
No additional allowance to be made by the Postmaster General, to

the contractor or carrier of any mail, beyond the amount stipula-

ted in the contract, uniess additional services are required - 43 22
No allowance or compensation to be made to any postmaster, in ad-

dition to his commissions, except the special allowances made

by law - - ~ - | - 1 84

Allowance to Clerkcs, Extra.

XNo allowance or compensation shall be made to any clerk, or other :
- officer, for extra services - : - - - 12 47

Allowarnce to Contrarciors.

No payment to be made for any additional service in the transportia- .
tion of the mail, unless the same shall have been rendered in
it obedienee to a prior legal order of the Postmaster General  — 29 38

1)
~r
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vAnnual Reports.
: - Section. Page. .
. Postmaster General annually, to lay before Congress a statement of A ks

all Contracts which have been made, during the year preceding

the Report - - - - - 5 2
Reports to be made to Congress by the Postmaster General - 22 34
“Appropriations.

Apprepriations made from revenues of the Post Ofice Department 3 27
To be paid by the Treasurer - - - - 4 7
Manner in which estimates I‘or appropriaticns are to be communi- :
cated to Congress - - - - - 14 48
Assistant Postmasters General. -
First and Second authorized to be appointed - - - 1 3
Third authorized to be appointed - - - - 20 a3
Authorized to frank and receive letters and packets free of postage 2; flig
May be employed as special agents, when, in the opinion of the Post-
master General, the service may require it - - 1 84

JIssistant Postmusler General, (First.)

In the absence, &c. of the Postmaster General, all his duties, &c. to
devolve, for the time bemg, on the First Assistant Postmaster
General - - - - _ - 1 i
Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets, by post, free
of postage - - - - “3°6 60

Attorneys of the United States.

In prosecutions of suits for moneys due on account of the Post Office

Department, the directions given them by the Auditor of the

Post Office Departnient must be obeyed - - - 16 A
After the end of every term of any court, in which suits may be

pending, the District Attorneys shall forward to the Auditor a

statement of the judgments and orders which have been made,

or taken during the term - - - - 16 2

Auditor of the Post Office Department.

&

Auditor appointed - - - - - 8 38




Section. Page.

.His duties and powers -~ - - - - 10 29
To superintend the collection of debls, penalties, and forfeitures - 14 30
To cause suits to be instituted against delinquent Postmasters and

others - - - - - ~ 18 32
Auditor to adjust balances due from Postmasters - - 18 32
May direct suits in chancery to set aside fraudulent conveyances,

&c. &c. and attach debts due to the defendant - - 18 32

He is required to report to the Postmaster General a statement of
all balances on debts due to the Post Office Department, by late

Postmasters - - - - - 18 33
He may administer oaths and affirmations in relation to the examina-
tion and settlement of the accounts commitied to his charge -~ 19 33

He may designate any mayor of a cily, any justice of the peace, or
any judge of any court of record, to administer oaths or affirma-

tions, in relation to examination and settlement of accounts - 19 33
¢ B.
Balances.
Balances of postages are by Postmaster lo be returned quarterly - 1 4

Bank Noles.
Bank Notes, penalty for stealing them from the mail - - 92 12

Bond.

Upon the appointment of every Postmaster, the Postmaster General
is required to take from such Postmaster a bond with good and

approved security - - - - - 3 5
- XEach Contractor for transporting the mail, to execute a bond with
sureties - - - - - - 27 37
Letter carriers to execute a bond with sureties - ~ 41 41
All bonds to be made to and with the United States of America - 13 30
Books.

Books are not to be furnished out of the contingent fund of the De~

partment, except such as may be necessary and proper to carry
on the business of the Department - - - 19 50
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Canals.

Sectior. Page. o
Postmaster General authorized to contract for carrying the mail on
navigable Canals - - - - - 42 4R

Chief Clerk of the Post Office Departmsn*.

Duty to supervise the duties of each clerk, and see that their duties
are faithfully executed, &e. - - - - 13 48

Clerks in General Post Office.

Clerks in the General Post Office prohibited from entering into any
Contract with the Department, or from attending to any business
of a contractor - - - - - 26 37

Clerks and other persons employed in the Department.

Postmaster General to report to Congress the names of the elerks

and other persons employed - - - - 11 47
No allowance for extra services - - - - 12 47
No extra clerks to be employed in the Department, except during

the session of Congress, or when necessary to answer some call

made by either House of Congress - - - 13 43

Clerks in Post Offices.

Clerks regularly employed in Post Offices exempt from militia duty
and serving on juries, &c., &c. - - - - 34 3D

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Authorized to send and to receive letters and packets not exceeding Y 16
.two ounces in weight, free of postage - - - g 2 gg
Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets free of postage 3 gg
Authorized also, to transmit, free of postage, any document printed . é2
by order of either House of Congress - - —{ 3 86

Closing the BMails.

Lefters brought half an hour before closing the mail, to be forwarded, -
unless the offices are excepted by the Postmaster General - 1 8
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Coins and Currency, Regulations of.

Section. Page..

American Gold and Silver - - - - 9 53
Weight of American silver coins .- - - - 9 53
‘Silver coins a legal tender - - - ' - 9 53
Weight of American gold coins - - - - 10 53
Gold coins to be a legal tender - - - - 10 53
Rates of American gold coins minted anterior to 31st July, 1834 - 11 53
Weight of copper coins -~ - R - - 12 54
Foreign Gold and Silver coins to be a legal tender for the payment

of all debts and demands, &c. &e. - - S | 51
Rates of Foreign gold - - - - - 1 51
Rates of Foreign silver coins - - - - 1 51
Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of one hundred cents for each -~ 1 51
Certain silver coins to pass by tale - - - - 1 5%
The Gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal, and Prazil, and France,

Spain, Mexico, and Colombia receivable in all payments, by

weight, for payment of all debts and demands due the United

States - - - . - -~ - 1 52

Collection, safe lceping, transfer and disbursement of the public
money.

Att of 4th July, 12840, repealed - - - - 1 - 4
Felony for officers connected with the Post Office Department to con-
vert to their own use, in any way whatever, any portion «of the

public moneys entrusted to them - - - 9 45
Neglect or refusal to pay over a transfer, or disburse such money,
‘ prima facie evidence of embezzlement - - - 9 45
The Treasury of the United States designaled - - - 1 71
‘Moneys paid into the same, subject to the draft of the Treasurer - |} 72

United States Mint at Philadelphia and Branch Mint at New Orleans _
made places of deposite - - - - 2 T2
Treasurers of Mint and Branch Mint to be Assistant Treasurers, their

powers and duties -~ - - - - 9 04
Places of Deposite and Assistant Treasurers at New York and Bos-

ton, their powers and duties -~ - - - 3 =
Places of Deposite and Assistant Treasurers at Charleston and St.

Louis, their powers and duties - - - - 4 72

Four Assistant Treasurers to be appointed, to hold their offices for
four years - ~ - - - - 3 73
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, S , Section. Page.
Location of Assxstant Treasurers -~ - : - - . B 13

i
5
b
3

:

_ The Treasurers, Assistant Treasurers, and other ofﬁcers having the : ,,
, custody of public moneys, required to keep the same safely, &e.
and faithtully and prompily to make such transfers as are re-
quired to be made, &ec. - - - - 6 73
Treasurer of United States, Treasurers of Mint and Branch Mint,
and Assistant Treasurers to give bond - - - 7 74 “
Secretar) of Treasury to require the several other depositaries 1o 8
give bond - - - - - - B 74
Collectirs and receivers of public money, of every character, and
description, to pay over to the same, and to whom - - 9 75
Secretary of Treasury and Postmaster General respectively to di-
rect such payments - - - - - 9 0
Secretary of the Treasury may make transfers of the publie money 10 79
Postmaster General authorized to make transfers of moneys belong- -
ing to the Post Office Department - - - 10 76
Depositaries to keep separate and distinct accounts of the moneys of
the Post Office Depariment - - - - 10 76
Depositaries Lo make returus to the Treasury and Post Office Depart—
ment - ~ - - - - 10 76
Examination to be made of the books, &c. of the depositaries - 11 76
Necessary expenses for clerks, chests, &c. allowed - - 13 17
Secretary of Treasury may transfer balances remaining with present
depositaries - - - - - 14 7
Payment of public money to the United Stales and payments for
patents, to whom to be made - - - - 15 8
Entries required to be made of the public moneys other than those
of the Post Office Department - - - - 186 78
Felony to use, loan, or deposite in a bank, &e. money entrusted to
him—punishment - -~ - - - 16 78
Evidence sufficient to show a balance on a charge of embezzlement 16 9
Duties, taxes, &c. aceruing to the United States to be paid in gold or
«~: silver coin, or Treasury notes - - - - 18 80
Payments to be made in gold or silver coin, or treasury notes, if the
ereditor will receive them - - - - 19 80
No exchange of funds to be made except for gold and silver \ - 20 81
How payments shall be made - _— - - 20 81
The Secretary of the Treasury to issue and publish regulations to
enforce the speedy presentation of drafts for payment - 21 8k

No officer of the United States shall dispose of for a premium any
Treasury note, draft, &c. not his private property, without cred-
iting the United States in his accounts - - -~ 21 82:
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Section. Page-

No officer to charge or receive any commission, &c. for official ser-
vices - - - - - - 922

Compensation of Postmasters.

“Commission of Postmasters on letter postage - - { If
-Rate of, how allowed - - - - - 14

‘On free letters — - — - - - 14
On Newspaper, Magazine, and Pamphlet postage = — - 14
Allowance for Ship letters - - - - 34
Do. for receiving and despatching foreign mails - - 14

‘Whenever the annual emoluments of Postmaster, are more than-
two thousand dollars, the surplus must be returned to the De-

- partment - - - - - -~ 41
if the net proceeds exceed three thousand dollars a year, to be paid
to the Postmaster General for the use of the Department - 2
No Postmaster to receive more than five thousand dollars a year,
including salary - - - - - 2

Postmasters who receive the mail between the hours of nine e’clock
at night and five o’clock in the morning, commission on the
first hundred dollars collected in one quarter may be increased
to a sum not exceeding fifty per cent - - - 14
Postmasters who shall be required to keep a register of the arrival
and departure of the mails, allowed ten cents for each monthly
return - - - - - - 14
“‘Compensation to Postmasters at Distributing offices - - 1

Compensation of Postmaster at New Orleans.

Postmaster General may allow the Postmaster at New Orleans at
the rate of eight hundred dollars a year, in addition to his or-
dinary commission, subject to the restriction of the 41st section
of the act of 1825 - - - - - 14

Compensation o Postmaster at Washington City.

Postmaster General authorized to allow to the Postmaster at Wash-
ington City, for postage collected, and for free letters received
by him for delivery, a commission of five per cent. onthe amount
of mails distributed at his office, subject to the restriction of the
41st section of the act of 1825 - - - - 14

82

46

46

10
24

10

16
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Consuls in Foreign Couniries.
' Section. Page.
To pay postage .n letters destined for the United States which may

be detained in foreign countries for non-payment of postage — 6 57
“To be repaid to them or credited in their accounts at the State De-
partment -~ - - - - - 6 87

Contingent Fund of the Departinent.

Books not to be purchased out of the Contingent Fund, except such
books, &e., as the head of the Department may deem necessary
and proper to carry on the business of the Department - 19 50
A detailed statement of the manner in which the Contingent Fund
) of the Department has been expended to be reported to Con-
gress - - - - - -~ 20 50
“The names of every person to whom -any portion has been paid, and
the services rendered, the nature of the service and the time

cmployed - - - - - - 20 351

. Contractors.
Privilege to Contractors to carry newspapers — - ~ 30 18
No preference to be given to one publisher over another — -~ 30 18

No additional allowance to be made by the Postmaster General to
the Contractor or carrier of any mail beyond the amount stipu-

lated in the contract - - - - ~ 43 22 -
‘Contractors for transporting the mail to foreign ports to be citizens of .

the United States - - - - - 2 59
Contractors not required to buy out their predecessors - -~ 18 67 o {
Contractors for past mail service in Texas may be paid by the Post-

mastler General - ~ - - - 3 70
Contractors or mail carriers may transport papers out of the mail 13 90

Contracts.

All Contracts made by the Postmaster General to be reported to

Congress - - -~ - - .- B 2
In making contracts it is the duly -of the Postmaster General to give

public notice in one or more newspapers published at the seat

of Government, and in one or more newspapers published in the

State or Territory where the contract is to be performed, for

at least twelve weeks before entering into a contract for eon-

yeying tlie mail - - - - - 10 7
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‘ Section. Page.
.Within sixty days after making of any contract, a duplicate thereof
to be lodged in the Office of the Auditor of the Post Office De-

partment - - - - - - 11 30
Contracts for extending line of posts, with postage to Contractors - 4 ]
All contracts with the United States to be made to and with the .

United States of America - - - - 13 30
In every such contract, condition to be inserted, that no member of

Congress has any interest in such contract or agreement - 3 P

Proposers for contracts, whose bids are accepted, and who do not

comply with their proposals, forfeit the difference between their

bid and the amount for which the route shall be let - - 44 22
Penalty for any publie officer to make a contract with a member of

Congress, or one in which a member of Congress is interested 4 2
Persons employed in the Post Office Department not to be interested

in contracts, &ec. - - - - - 24 37
Contracts not to be made with persons who have entered into com-

bination, or proposed to enter into any  combination, &ec. - 28 - 38
Any person so offending, to be dismissed from the service of the De-

partment - - - - - - 28 38
Increase of pay of contractors restricted - - - 43 22

Whenever the Postmaster General shall exercise the power of dis-
missing a Contractor from th= service of the Department, &ec.
he is required to transmit a statement of the evidence on which

he acts to Congress - - - - - 928 38
_ No payment to be made until after execution of contract - 99 38
Time for which contracts for foreign mail service may extend - 1 55
Contracts for foreign mail service to be made with citizens of the
- United States, and the mail transported in American vessels - 2 55
Contracts for foreign mail service may be discontinued by joint re- |
solution of Congress - - - - - 2 55
Contracts for foreign mail service to provide for the purchase of the
steamships employed in carrying the mail - - 8 88
In making contracts for foreign mail service, preference to be given
to steamships - - - - - 7 57
Contracts may be made with owners of steamboats for carrying the
mail without previous advertisement - - - 14 €5

Contracts for transporting the mail to be let to the lowest respon-
sible bidder - - - - - 18 67
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Contracts for Printing, Stalionery, and Binding.

s Section. Page.
All stationery of every nature and description for the use of the De-

partment, including blanks, wrapping paper and twine, and mail

bags, to be furnished and performed by contract - - 17 49
Contracts to be given to the lowest bidder - - ' - 17 49

Dead Letters.

Dead Letters to be zent to the General Post Office to be opened, and

valuable articles preserved - - - - 926 15
Valuable papers found in Dead Letters to returned to the writer

thereof - - - - - - 26 15
All such letters enclosing money to be paid by the Department to .

the rightful claimant - © - - - - 26 15

Dead Newspapers

Dead Newspapers may be disposed of for postage, unless the pub- o
lisher shall pay it - - - - - 30 17

E
| Ezxpress Mail, Obsolete.

Established - - - : - ~ - 39 41

Ezempiion from Militia or Jury Duty.

. 3
Postmasters, post riders, and drivers of the mail stages are exempt , b
from militia duty, and serving on juries — - - 35 20
Assistant Postmaster and Clerks exempt - - - 34 39
|
Fees.

Tees or perquisites mot to be received by persons employed in the ok
service of the Post Office Department - - - 12 8
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Ferrymen.

Section. Page.

Ferrymen forfeit ten dollars every hour they delay the mail -

Fines and Forfeitures.

Where any Postmaster shall neglect or refuse {o render his accounts,
and pay over to the Postmaster General, the balance by him due
quarterly, to forfeit double the value of postage which shall ac-
crue at his office - - - ~ -

Persons entitled to frank letters, not to frank for others, under a fine
of ten dollars - - - - -

Franlcz'ng Privilege.

No person to frank other than their own letters - -
The head of a Department may frank official letters for another

Department, in case of absence - - -
Letters improperly enclosed under frank, to be returned to Post Office
Franks—counterfeiting of—penalty — - - -
All acts or parts of acts granting the Franking Privilege repealed —

Officers of Government heretofore having the Franking Privilege to
keep an account of all postage charged to them on business of
their offices—which may be remitted upon being verified by said

officers - - - - - -
Sixth section of act of 1845, in reference to franking privilege, re-
pealed - - - - - -

&
General Post Office Deﬁartment.

A General Post Office to be established at the seat of Government,
under the directlion of a Postmaster General, who shall appoint

assistants and other clerks, as he may deem necessary,to conduct -

the business of the office - - - -
$750,000 appropriated to guard against a deficiency in the revenues

of the Department - - - - -
Additional appropriations to guard against deficiencies of the reve-
nues of the Department - - - -

Depositaries of public money to keep separate and distinct aceounts
of the moneys of the Post Office Department - -

.

9

32

28

28
28

28
28

12

(3

13

16

16

16
16
17
1

89

69

69
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Section. Page.-
All sums for postages, or otherwise, due the General Post Office

Department, to be paid in gold and silver coin only, or in Trea-

sury notes — - - - - - 18 80+
Required to make all payments in gold or silver coin only, or in

Treasury notes, if the creditor will receive them - - 19 80"

~ Any deficiency in the revenues of the Department to be paid out of
the Treasury - - - . - 2. 84

P e

Governors of the several States.

Governors of the several States may transmit by mail, free of post-

age, all laws and reports which may be directed by the legisla-
tures of the several States to be transmitted to the Executives
ef other States - - - ' v

62:

- i
Harrison, Mrs. relict of William Henry Harrison.

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets, free of post;
280 - - - - - - 23 69

Hours of attendance at Post Offices.

Postmasters to attend to receiving, delivering, and forwarding the _
mail at such hour as the Postmaster General may direct - 11 T

| |

Imprisonment.

~

Persons imprisoned by judgment of eourt 1o be kept at hard labor
' during such imprisonment - - - - 25 15>
Postmaster General authorized to discharge from imprisonment, any

person confined in jail on any judgment obtained in behalf of
the Department - - - - - 38 2k

Incidental Ezpenses.

—_

Incidental expenses allowed to Postmasters - - - { 45 3%;
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- |
Jurisdiction.

: Seetion.
All causes of action arising under the laws of Congress for the better

regulation of the Post Office Department may be tried, and of- -

fenders proseeuted, before the State Court having jurisdiction — 87
Court to pro=eed to trial, &ec. the first term after commencement of
suit - - - - - - 38

Offenders against act of March 3, 1845, may be prosecuted before
any Circuit or District Court of the United States or District
of Columbia, or of the Territories of the United States - 20
Lontinusnce on affidavit—if the defendant in such suit shall make
affidavit that he has claim against the General Post Office, not

allowed by the Postmaster General — . - - 38
L : ’
- Letter Carriers.
Letter carrieré - - Section 36,'page 20 and 4}
Letter carriers to be employed at such post oftice as the Post Master
General shall direct - Section 36, page 20 and 41
Letters to be retained in office on written re- : :
quest - - - ~ Section 36, page 20 and 41
Two cents for each letter delivered Section 36, page 20 and 41
One cent for every letter lodged, and not
carried by mail - - Section 36, page 20 and 41
To receive for each newspaper delivered, a half cent - - 41
Larriers to give bond with securities - - - 41
Letters.
JX.etters undercharged and overcharged—evidence of - - 13
. ‘ 13
How to be marked and rated - - B -3 1
' ’ ' : : S 15
To go beyond the sea—postage of, to be paid in advance - 34
Dropped in Post Offices for delivery - - 23 3?
Penalty for conveying them on a post road unauthorized by the Post-
masier Gerneral - - - - - 19
Letters uncalled for to be advertised in newspapers of largest cir-
culation in place where office is situated - - - 18

Page.

20

21

68

21

41
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41
41

41
41

58.

10
20
20
58

11
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ot et Section. Page.
A etters, &c. to persons belonging to the Army in Mexico to be free,

provided they be crdorsed ¢ belonging to the army” - - 4. 87
Madison, Mrs. . o
"Entitled to frank and to receive letiers and packets free of postage 23 69

HMagazines and Pamphlets.

Periodical magazines, &c. may be carried in the mail, at one and a
‘half cents a sheet for not exceeding 100 miles, and two and a half
cénts for a greater disiance ; and if not periodical, at four cents
a shect for not exceeding 100 miies, and six cents if further - 30 ° 18

‘Such pamphlets and magazines as are not published periodica.lly, if o
sent in the mail, to be charged with a postage of four cents on
each sheet, for any distance not exceeding 100 miles, and six

cents for any greater distance - - - . - 30 18
What is considered a pamphlet sheet - .- - 13 9
Rules for charging pampklet postage , - - _‘g g gg
Mails.
- How contracts for carrying the mail are to be made - - '10. 7
?tl)structing its passage—penalty for - - ' _{ 98 ;
Packetls of every description weighing more than three pounds, are
to be excluded from the mails - - - - 13 65
- Letter mail may be separated from the other mail in eertain cases,
for expedition = - - - - : . - 4 59
© Mailable matter not to be convcyed over any regular mail route N
’ otherwise than in the mail - - - - 10 - 63
‘What constitutes mailable matter - =~ - ’ - - 15 66
" How mail may be transmitted in case a contract cannot be made
with a railroad - - - - - 19 63
Mails beyond the Sea. i
Provision to be made by the Postmaster General for the reception -
of -all letters, &ec., to be conveyed from any port of the United
States beyond the sea - - - - 34 20 i

14



16 - -

Postmaster General authorized to make arrangements with the Post-
masters in any ferzign country, for the reciprocal receipt and
delivery of letters and packets through the office - -

For every letter or package so received, a postage of one cent to be
paid for the use of Postmasters ~ L - - -

Postmaster General autkorized to contract for transporting the mail
to foreign ports - - - ) - -

Mails from New Orleans to Tampico authorized - -

Mails from Charleston to Chagres, and from Panama to Astoria au-
thorized - - - - - -

Mail to Court Houses.

Mail to be sent from the nearest Post Offices to Court Houses -

Mails tn Steamboats.
-
Mails may be {ransported in steamboats and packets - -
Letters and packets, in steamboats, to be delivered, where a Post
Office is,. within three bours after arrival, if in the day time,
within two hours after the next sun rise, if the arrival be
in the night - - - - -
Masters of steamboats not employed in earrying the mail, to deliver

all letters to postmasters on arrival, &c., under penalty -
Contracts may be made for transporting the mail in steamboats with-

out previous advertisement -~ - - -

Mail Carrier.

Mail carrier—penalty for deseriing or quiting the mail -~ .-
Allowed one cent for each way letter - - ' -
To deliver letters to individuals residing on the post road -
Penalty for carrying letters illegally — - - -
To be free whites - A - - - -
Exemption from militia and jury duty - - -

Marshals of the United States.

Marshals to make return to the Auditer of the Post Office Depart-
ment of the proceedings which may have taken place upon all
judgments and executions in their hands - . - -

Section.

34

34
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Masters of Vessels.

No ship or vessel arriving at any port within the United States
where a post office is established, is permitted to report, make
entry, or break bulk, until the master or commander shall have
delivered to a postmaster all letters directed to any person or
persons within the United States - - -

No vessel allowed to enter till the master delivers letters to a Post~
master - - - - - -

Collectors to require an oath from every master or commander—uof
delivery of letters - - - - -

Postmasters to pay two cents to the master or commander for every
Ship Letter - - - - -

Certificate from the person delivering the letters - -

Allowed two cents for each letter and packet — - -

Section.

17

17

17

18

18
18

Page.

10
10
11
11

11
11

Members of Corgress and Delegates from Terrilories.

Members of Congress are authorized to transmit by mail, free of
postage, to any post office within the United States or Territo-
ries thereof,any documents which have been, or may be printed,
by order of either house of Congress - - -

Members of Congress are authorized to send and receive letters and
packets by post free of postage — - - -

Such letters or packets not to exceed two ounces in weight -

This right commences sixty days before the member takes his seat,
and continues sixty days after the close of the session -

Not to receive newspapers {ree after privilege of franking expires —

Any Member of Congress entering into any contract for the trans—
portation of the mail, liable to a fine of 3,000 dollars, and the
contract void - - - - -

Members of Congress and Delegates may receive letters not ex-
ceeding two ounces in weight, free of postage, during the recess
of Congress - - - - -

May for a period of thirty days before and after every session of
Congress send and receive through the mail, free of postage,
any letter, newspaper, or packet, not exceeding two ounces in
weight - - - - - -

Members of Congress and Delegates may send and receive public
documents free of postage up to first Monday in December fol-

" lowing the expiration of their term of office - -
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May also send and receive letters and packets weighing not over two

ounces, free of postage, up to the first Monday im December fol-

lowing the expiration of their term of office - -

l\eu'spa ers.

- Directions concerning newspapers — - = -
Printers allowed to exchange a daily paper free - -
- Rates of postage - - - - -
- * Do commission - ~ = - -
Postage should be paid in advance - - - -
All newspapers with certain exceptions, to be subject to postage -
When sold {or postage - - - _ -. -
Detaining, embezzling, or destroying them - - -
Enclosing in thentleiters, &ec., or writing on them—penalty -
Mail carriers may convey them if allowed by Postmaster General
Apy memorandum which shall be written on a newspaper or other

printed paper, pamphlet, or magazine, and transmitted by mail,

shall be charged with letter postage - - -
- The publisher of a newspaper may send a printed or written notice,
stating the amount due on his subscription - -
Such notice to be attached to the margin of the newspaper -
Postmasters who deliver the paper, will charge such notice with
‘ newspaper postage - - - - -
If any person shkall open any m-ul or packet of newspapers, or shall
embezzle or destroy the same, not being directed to such perscn,

or net being autherized to open the same, shall, on conviction

thereof, pay a fine not excending twenty dollars for every such "

offence - - - - -~ -
- Enclesing any memorandum in any package of newspapers, pam-
phlets, or magazines, or marking a2ny writing thereon, the per—

son so offending to forfeit the sam of five dollars - -
No newspapers to Le received by Postmasters unless they are suffi-
cientiy dried - - - - -
Unauthorized enclosures in new«pagers, &e., make the'n chargeable
as letters - - - -~ - -
- What is understood by the term ¢ newspaper” - o -

~ Free exchange of newspapers between publishers not prohlblted -

Section.
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Oath of Office.

: ce - Section. Page.
All persons employed in the General Post Office, and others attached
to it in any way, to take an oath before entering upon the du-

ties of their office - - - - - 2 4

Certificate of oath te be filed - - - - 2 4
Every person in any manner employed in the care and management
of the mail, subject to all the fines and penalties, whether he has

taken the oath or not - - - - 2 ]

Officers of Glovernment.

' Heretofore having the franking privilege, to keep an account of post—

age charged to them on business of their offices, and which may

be remitted upon being verified by said officers - - 6 60
So much of the 6th section of the act of 3d March, 1845, as requires '

accounts to be kept of the postage of the public departments, :
&c. repealed - - - - - 12 89

Opening Mails.

Opening any Letter n;)t containing money—penalty - - 21 12
- Pamphlels.
Pamph]ets—postagek thereon - - - - 30 18
. o s 5 25
Rules for charging pamphlet postage - - -3 3 59
What is considered a pamphlet - - - - 13 -9

Payments to the Department.

To be made in gold or silver coin only, or in Treasury notes issued
under the authority of the United States - - - 18 80

Penalties.

Members of Congress becoming interested in any public countraect,

guilty of high misdemeanor, and liable to a fine of $3000 - 1 1
Public officers making any such contract on behalf of the United

States, subject to same fine - - c - - 4 2
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Seclion.

Owners of steamboats, &c. who shall trensport or carry, otherwise
than in the mail, any letter or packets of letters, other than
those relating to the cargo, subject to a penalty of $100 -

Persons in charge of steamboats, &c. failing to deliverto the Post-~
master of the port, if there be a Post Office established at such
port, within three hours after their arrival, all letters and
packets in theircharge intended for such port, fine of $30 for
each offence - - - - -

Persons employed on board of steamboats failing to deliver all Ietters
and packages in their charge to the masters of such boats, to pay
a fine of $10 for each letter or packet - - -

Retarding or obstructing the passage of the mail, ﬁne of $10 -

Neglect of ferryman to convey the mail across a ferry, a fine of §10
for every ten minutes delay - - - -

If any commander or master of any ship or vessel shall break bulk
before having complied with the requirements of the law, every
such offender shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit, for every such
offence, a sum not exceeding $100 - - -

Pepalty for persons carrying letters, &ec., in vessels employed to
transport mail in foreign service - - ~

A stage or other vehicle which performs trips on a post road, or on

~ aroad parallel to it, or a packet boat, or other vessel, which
regularly plies on a water declared to be a post road, conveying
letters, except those relating to some part of the cargo, the
owner of the carriage or other vehicle, or vessel, shall incur the
penalty of fifty dollars - - - -

No person, other than the Postmaster General, or his autherized
agents, shall set up any foot or horse post, for the conveyance of
letters and packets, upon any post road, which is or may be es—
tablished. The person so offending, shall, upon conviction, be
fined fifty dollars - - - - -

Such carriage, &c., may be levied on and sold, in satisfaction of the
penalty and costs of suit - - - -

“Persons employed in the departments of the General Post Office,
wilfully detaining, delaying, &ec., any letter or packet intended
to be conveyed by post, and not containing any security, &c., to
be fined not exceeding three hundred dollars, and imprisoned
not exceeding six months - - - -

if any person employed in the Department be guilty of secreting,
embezzling, or destroying any letter or packet, bag or mail-bag,

or mail ofletters which shall have come to his or her possession,

10

10
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Section. Page.
and are intended to be conveyed by post, containing any bank ' .

note or bank bill, or bill of exchange, or warrant of the Treas-

ury of the United States, &c., such person shall, on conviction -

of any such offence, be imprisoned not less than ten years, nor

exceeding twenty-one years - ~ - - 21 13
df any person who shall have taken charge of the mails shall quit or

desert the same before such person’delivers it into the Post Of-

fice, or to some known mail carrier or agent of the General Post

Office, every person so offending shall forfeit and pay a sum not

exceeding $500, for every such offence - ~ - 21 13
Persons stealing the mail or stealing from the mail, or from a Post

Office, any letter or packet, and opening and embezzling, &c ,

any such mail, letter or packet containing any article of value,

or evilence of debt, &ec., to be imprisoned not less than two,

nor exceeding ten years - - - ~ 22 14
Any person taking any letter or packet not containing any article of

value out of a Post Office, &c., to pay not exceeding five hun~

dred dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding twelve months ~ 22 14
Mail carriers—penalty for carrying letters - - ~ 21 13 .
-Cutling or destroying mail bags or portmanteaus—every such offen-

der shall pay a sum not less than $500, or be imprisoned not less

than one year, nor exceeding three years - - - 23 14
Aiders and abetters subject to the same penalties and punishments - 24 14
If any person shall frank any letters, other than those written by

himself, or by his order, on the business of his office, he shall,

on conviction thereof, pay a fine of $10 - - - 28 16
.Stealing newsi)apers, &c., shall, on conviction thereof, be imprison-

ed, &ec. - - - - - - 30 17
.All pecuniary penalties, &c., under this act, one-half to go to the ‘

informer, and the other half to the United States - ~ 33 19
Any person buying, receiving, or concealing any letter, packet, bag :
or mail of letters, knowing the same to be stolen, shall be fined

i and imprizoned to hard labor - - - - 45 23
Penalty for detaining letters, &c., in a Post Office, $500, and im- o
prisonment for a term not exceeding six months - - 32 39

For stealing or taking letters. &c., from the mail of the United
States—every person so offending, as accessary, to pay a fine
not exceeding $1000, and be imprisoned for a term not exceed-
ing five years - - - - - 38 40
.Any person who shall procure and advise, or assist, in the doing or '
perpetration of any of the acts or crimes by this act forbidden,




. : Section. Page:.
shall be subject to the same penalties and punishments as the. '
persons are subject to, who shall actually do or perpetrate any

of the said acts or erimes, &c. ~ - ) - - 94 14
For counterfeiting post office stamps - : - - 5 56
For false endorsement of a letter by a postmaster - - 6 61
For establishing private expresses for letters, &c., on mail routes — 9 63
For transporting persons engaged in carrying mail matter over any

mail route — - - - - - 11 G4
For transmitting by private express mailable matter - - 12 64
Penalties and forfeitures under act of March 3, 1845, one-half to go :

to the informer, the other half to the United States - - 17 67
Penalties for using or loaning money belonging to Post Office De- .

partment - - - - - - 16 3
For forging postage stamps ~ - - - = 11 89
For depositing in any post office two-or more letters to different per-

sons under one envelope ~ - - ~ 13 96

Perjury.

Swearing or affirming falsely touching the expenditures of the Post

Office Department, or in relation to any account of, or clain

against, or in favor of the said Department - - 19 33

Portmanteaus and Muil Bags.

If any person shall rip, cut, tear, or otherwise injure, any valisve,;

portmanteau, or other bag, used, or designed to be used, by any

person acting under the authority of the Postmaster General, ¥

upon conviction for every such offence, shall pay a sum not fess

than $100, nor exceeding $500, and be imprisoned not less than

one year, nor exceeding three years - - - 23 .14

Postmaster General’s Powers.

His powers and duty ~ . - - - 1 3
Authiorized to appoint two assistants, and such clerks as may be ne- ‘

cessary for the performance of the business of the Department 1 3
Authorized to appoint a third assistant - - - 20 33
He is required to give his Assistants, Postmasters, and ali others

whom he shall employ, instructioas relative to their duty - 1 3

He may direct the route or road, when there are more than one be-
tween places designated by law for a post road; which route ,
shall be considered the post road - - - - 1 4




23

He shall obtain from Postmasters their accounts, vouchers, &ec.,

once in three months - R - -

He shall defray all expenses that may arise in conduciing the Post
Office, and in the collection of the revenue - -
He shall render to the Secretary of the Treasury, quarterly, an ac-
count of receipts and expenditures - - -
He shall prosecute offences against the Post Office Department -
Postmaster General, &c. to take and subscribe an oath, &e. -
Postmaster General to require bond and security of postmasters,
conditioned for faithful performance of duty - -
Postmaster General may discharge from imprisonment - ‘ -

Postmaster General to report annually to Congress, &c , every post -

road not producing one-third of the expense of carrying the mail
Postmaster General to submit to Congress specific estimates of the
sums of money expected to be required for the service of the
Department - - - - -
The Postmaster General required to report to Congress, at each an—
nual session thereof, all contracts made for the transportation of
the mail, stating date and duration, the name of the contractor,
the route or routes embraced in the contract, &e. - -
Postmaster General to report, also, the land and water mails that
may have heen established, or ordered by the Department within
the year preceding, other than those let to contract at the annual
lettings of mail contracts ~ - - -
To report all allowances made to contractors - - -
To report all incidental expenses of the Department - -
To report the condition of the finances of the Department -
To report all fines enforced, and deductions made from the pay of
coniractors, &c. - - - - ' -
The Postmaster General, in any contract he may enter into for the
conveyance ef the mail, may authorize the person with whom
such contract is to be made, to carry newspapers, magusines and
pamphlets, other than these conveyed in the mail: Provided,
That no preference shall be given to the publisher of one news-
paper over that of another, in the same place - -
To report to Congress at the beginning of each year, the names of
the clerks and other persons that have been employed during
the preceding year, or any part thereof, in the Department -
Authorized to contract with any railroad company for transmission
of mail without advertising for bids on such railroads -
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Section. Page.

Authorized to make contracts for transportation of the mail between
ports of the United States and foreign ports, when, in his opin-
ion the public interest will be promoted thereby - -

To report contracts for foreign mail service to Congress — -
Authorized to contract for transportation of the mail in the Gulf of
Mexico in steamers -~ - - - -

Authorized to contract with owners of steamboats for conveying the
mail without previous advertisement - - -
Authorized to continue existing mail service in Texas - -
Anuthorized to make transfers of money belonging to Post Office De-
partment - - - - - -
Postmaster General shall not make any allowance or compensation
to any postmaster in addition to his commissions, except the
special allowances made by law - - -
Postmaster General may employ the Assistant Postmasters General
as special agents, when the service may require it - -
Postmaster General authorized to cause a mail to be transported
from New Orleans to Tampico - - -
And from Charleston to Chagres, and from Panama to Astoria, in
steamships ~ - - - - -
Postmaster General may establish Branch Post Offices in citles -
Postmaster General authorized to prepare postage stamps, which,
when attached to any letter or packet, shall be evidence of pay-

ment of postage - - - - -
Postmasters.
Postmasters—commission on letter postage - - -
Limitation of commission - - - -
‘Commission on newspapers, magazines and pamphlet postage -
Allowance for Free Letters - - - -
Do. for Ship Letters - - - -
Do. for Box Letters - - - -
Exemption from military duty =~ - - -
To observe instructions of Postmaster General - -

To render accounts and pay balances quarterly - -
‘To be furnished with a schedule specifying the times of arrival and

departure of each mail - - - -

‘To report to the Department every delinquency, neglect, or mal-
- practice of the contractors - - - -
Postmasters shall account for Way Letters ~ - -
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Section. Page.
Postmasters detaining any letter, package, pamphlet, or newspaper,
with intent to prevent the arrival or delivery of the same, giving
preference, &c., by forwarding the one, or retaining the other—
penalty -~ - - - - - 32 39
Postmasters whose commissions amount to one thousand dollars, or -
upwards, to be appointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the-Senate, and to hold office for four years,

unless sooner removed by the President - - - 33 39
Postmasters in Texas to pay over to Postmaster General all balan-
ces, &c. - - - - - - 3 70

Postmasters whose compensation did not exceed $200 for the year
ending June 30,1846, entitled to receive and send free, through
the mail, all written communications on their own private busi-
ness, not weighing over one-half ocunce each - - 1 84

All postmasters are authorized to send free through the mail letters
an<? packets which relate exclusively to the husiness of the Post

Office Department—to be endorsed ¢ Post Office Business” ~ 6 61
Postmasters not to act as lottery agents - - - 6 26
Post Offices.
Post Offices to be established by thé Postmaster General - 1 3
Branch Post Offices may be established - - - 10 88
Post Riders.
Post Riders and other carriers of the mail, receiving any way letter
or letters, more than one mile from a Post Office, to deliver the
same, with the postage, at the first Post Office at which they
shall arrive. - - - - - 20 12
Post Roads.
) . | :
i' “The navigable canals of the several States - - -~ 42 42
| Railroads of the several States. .- - - - 2 43
All waters on which steamboats regularly pass from port to port, are
to be considered as post roads - - - - 3 3

If post roads be obstructed by fences, gates, or bars, other than
those lawfully used on turnpike roads to collect their toll, and
be not kept in good repair, the Postmaster General is required to
reporti the same to Congress - - - - 8 7
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Section. Page.

No stage, or other vehicle, which regularly performs trips on post _ .

roads, &c., to carry letters - - - - 19 1
Post roads which for three successive years fail to yield one-fourth
of the expense, to be discontinued, unless to keep up a connec-

_ tion or a continuance of a route - - - 2 24
Such post roads as do not produce one-third of their expense to be :
reported to Congress — - - - - 39 21
The line of posts may be extended by contract - - 4 o5
Private expresses for letters forbidden on mail routes -~ - 9 (2
Transportation of books, magazines, pamphlets, or newspapers, in-
tended for sale as merchandise, not prohibited - - 15 66.
Postage.
Postage on Letiers—rates by land - Seclion 1 page 58 and 13 8
¢ by sea - - - - 15 10
“ by steamboats - - - 6 6
to or from Chagres - - - - 7 . 88
to or from Havana - - - - 1 83
to or from Panama - - - - 7 88 ”
to or from Astoria - - - - 7 88 4
Any person receiving more, through fraud, than the legal postage of V
a letter, &c., to be fined for every offence, 100 dollars - 16 10 1
Postage on Newspapers—rates - - - - %30 17
g papers 2 58
Postage to be charged on letters, packets, newspapers, &c., be-
tween the ports of United States and foreign ports - - 3 53
Postage paid by Consuls in foreign counties on letters, &c., destined ,
for United States to be refunded to said Consuls by United Sta- '
tes, &ec. - - - - - - 6 57 ':
Postage on printed circulars, handbills, or advertisements, &c. - 3 59
Postage to Le required in gold and silver coin only, or in Treasury
notes - - - - - - 18 80
. PQstage stamps authorized, which, when attached to any letter or , | }]
packet, to be evidence of the payment of postage on such letter
or packet — - - - - - 11 89
The act of March 3, 1845, sec. 6, requiring accounts to be kept of all '
matter passing free through the mail, repealed - - 12 89

Postage on Newspapers.

#% Newspapers to be charged with postage ~ Section 2 page 58and 30 17
[ ]
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& el . Section. ~ Page.
‘One quarter’s postage to be paid in advance - . - - .. - 30 17

-If not taken out of the Post Oifice, to te sold for postage . =30 17
‘What is understood by the term ¢ newspaper” =~ =~ - - 16 66
All new=paper with certain exceptions, to be charged with postage 13 90

Postarre on Perzodu'als ﬂ[agaxvznes, and Pamp/z[ets.

Rates of postage to be charged by Postmasters for periodical mag—
azines or pamphlets - - Section 3 and page 59 and 30 18

Postage on printed Circulars, Hundbills,or JAdvertisements.
Rates of postage on printed circulars, handbills, or advertisements 3 . 59

President of the United States.

Authorized to frank and to receive letiers and packets, by mail, free 97 16
of postage — - - - ~ -123 69
eAlso each individual who has been President of the United States - g g; ég

To appoint Postmasters with consent of the Senate, whose commis-
sions amount to one thousand dollars and upwards - - 383 39

Priority of the United States.

~ Priority of payment to the United States - - - 13 30
When Postmasters or others, indebted to the Department become

insolvent, or when the estate of any deccased debtor is insuffi-

cient, &c., the debt due the United States to be first satisfied.— .

See note, pages 95, 96,97 - - - - 5 54

Proposals for the Transportation of lhe Mail.

: Before mahmg a contract for the transportauon of the mail, the Post-

master General {o cause advertisements to be made - o= 23 35
; Regulations respecting the contracts entered into for the transporta- .
tion of the mail - - - ~ - 23 33

Proposals to be published in one newspaper as near as may be to the
route on which the services zre to be performed, for at least four

weeks before changing or making the contract - - 23 36
Proposals for mail contracts to be delivered to the Departraent -~ 24 36 .
Proposals for carrying the mail to be recorded - - - 2B 37

Postmaster General to report, at each st:asxon of Congress, a true =

- B LR

copy {rom the record ~ ~ L R C g7
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_guaranty, &c - -

Persons proposing to contract for carrying the mail, and declared en- .

titled to it, and failing or refusing to comply, &ec., to pay the dif-

ference - - -

If, after acceptance of proposals, and notification thereof to the bid-

der or bidders, he or they shall fail to enter obligation, &ec., the
Postmaster General shall proceed to contract with other person

or persons — - -

Public Documents.

‘What publications shall be considered as * public documents,” and

may be franked as such -

Railroads.

Postmaster General cannot allow more than three hundred dollars
per mile per annum for the conveyance of mails on railroads —
Postmaster General authorized to contract with any railroad com-
pany for transmission of mail without advertising for bids on
such railroads - - - =
Railroad routes to be classified by the Postmaster General under

certain restrictions - -

Robbing the Mail.

Rebbing the mail earrier, &e., punishable by imprisonment from five

to ten years - -

Death for the second offence - -

An assault or shooting at the carrier, &c., where the robbery is not
effected, punishable by imprisonment from two to ten years

s .

Salaries.

Salarieé of Assistant Pcstmasters General and others -

Salaries of the Auditor and others -

27

44

27

13

19

22
22

22

43
44

: Section. Page.
Proposals for the transportation of the mail to be accompanied by a _
37

22

37

30

43

54

68

13
13

13

42
42
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Secretary of the Senate.

‘ Section.
Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packages by mail, free { 4
of postage — - - - - - 3
Authorized also to transmit free of postage, documents printed by 7
order of either House of Congress - - , —{ 3
- Ship Letters. |
Every letter or packet hrought into the United States or carried from
one port to another in any private ship or vessel, to be charged
with six cents postage, if delivered at the Post Office where the
same shall arrive - - - - -_15
If destined to be conveyed by post to any place, with two centsadded
to the ordinary rates of postage — - - - 15
Steawm Ships.
Preference to be given to steam ships in making contracts for foreign
mail service - - ~ - - 7
To be delivered to the United States on demand - - 7
The owners to receive full value therefor—how to be ascertained - 7
Suits instituted by the United Stales.
All suits tobe commenced {or the recovery of debts or balances due
by Postmasters or others upon bonds or otherwise, to be insti-
tuted in the name of the United States of America — - - 13
Suits to be instituted for the recovery of all sums wrongfully paid out
of the funds of the Post Oﬂice Department - - 17
Sureties.

Suits not instituted within two years after default sureties notliable 3
Sureties of a Postmaster may be relieved, upon notifying the Post—
master General of their desire to be discharged from their res-
ponsibilities—&ec. &e. - - - -~ 37
The conditions on which the releasement will be made - - 37
All payments made subsequent to the execution of the new bond to
be applied first to the discharge of any balance which may be
due on the old bond - - - - - 37

Page.
25
62
86
62
86.

10+

10-

LY 3
57
Y3

40
40

40
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T

Lreasurer of the United Slates.

Section. Page.

Treasurer of the United States to give receipts for all moneys re-
ceived by him to the credit of the appropriation for the service

of the Post Office Department — - - - 5

Payments for the service of the Post Office - Department shall be
disbmrsed by the Treasurer out of the moneys paid into the Trea-

sury for the service of the Post Office Department- - - 6
Treasurer to render quarlerly accounts to the Auditor of the Post
Office Department - o= - - - 1

Vv

Vice President.

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets by mail, free { 97

of postage - - - ' - . - - -3 1
 Authorized to send and receive, free of postage, public documents,
during his term of office - - - - 3
W

Way Letlters.

Postmasters, and other agents of the Post Office Department, shall
account to the Postmaster General for all way letters which
shall come to their hands - - - - 9

.. Carriers of the mail, receiving any way letter, if presented more

than one mile from a post office, shall deliver the same, with the

postage, if paid - - - - - 20
‘The Postmaster shall enter the same, &ec., &c., adding to the

rate of each way letter one cent, which he shall pay to such

mail eafrier C- - .. - - - 20 .

27

27

16
58

86

11

12

12
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TO

REGULATIONS FOR THE GOVERNME Nf

OF THE

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

Abating and refunding postage

Aecount current - - - - -
Account of unpaid newspapers, &e.—how to be kept -~ -
Accounts and returns of postmasters - - -
Advertising letters - - - - -
Applications for payment and renewal of last drafts or warrants -
Appointment office—Second Assistant Postmaster General -

Arrivals and departures of the mails, report of to be made by post-
" masters - - - o= - -
Attentisn to the manner of carrying the mails’ - -
Auditor’s Office of the Treasury for the Post Office Department -

Blanks for accounts, post bills, &e. - | -~ - -

“woy v .
S "

Ciarriers of i ters — - - - T - -
Tha éfe of the office - - . - - -
:.rn {arz and handbills, postage on - Co- - -
(‘n;. agaiast the Department - el em
“G6Y ction of postage - - - e -
&-Uﬁ ljili!‘;-i)ﬂ of debts - - ™ - -
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50

46

Chapler .
Contract Oflice—First Assistant Postmaster General - - 1
Contractors  ~ - - - -~ - 3
Dead letters -~ - - o - - - 30
Debts, collection of - - - - = 4T
" Decedent’s estates . -5 -t = & i o:_
Pelivery of letters - - - - - 24
Despatching and receiving mails - - - - 10
Despateh and receipt of foreign mails, post oﬂ'ices for, bordermg on
the British Provinces - - - .~ 65
Distribution, in what manner to be made uwp - R R T |
Distributing offices, time allowed for closing mails at - - 14
Distribution of Foreign mails - - - - 62
E
Emoluments of Postmasters - - - - 592
Expresses, private - - - - - 61
_. ¥ , 5
Failure to return quarterly accounts—penalties - - 43
Failures of mails - - - - - 85
Finances—Third Assistant Postmaster General T - - 1
Forexgn Mails, distribution of - - ' - - 62 _
Foreign Mails, how made up - e - - 63
Foreign Maile, post offices for the despatch of, bordermg on the, o
British Provinces - = - - - - 65
Forfeitures and fines = - LT = - 56
Franking privilege - - - - - - 40
Franking privilege—gzeneral regulations concemmg the - - 41
is . - - - G
General regulations concerning the frankirig privilege - - 41
General account ‘ - = - - -
R
Handbiils and cireulars, postage on - - - 18
~ Mow the mails should be made up - - - - -9
How foreign mails should be made up - - - 63

Page.
3
7

31
S50

27
17
19

64

54
.. 67

44
57

64
64

66
58
38
42

42
49
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I.

' S Chapter. Page.
Inspection Office—Chief Clerk ~ - - - =1 5
- Letter carriers - - - - - - 32 34
Letters, postage on - <= - - - 15 - 28
: ship and steamboat, postage on - -~ - 16 Pl
way, postage on — - - - - 17 22

delivery of - - ‘ - - - 24 27

missent and to be forwarded - - - 27 PR
returnof - | - = . o - 928 30
advertising of - B - 29 30

dead - - - - ~ - 30 3i

lost, and mail depredations ~ - - 31 32

&c. to foreign countries, transported in United States ves-
sels, postage on - - - - 64 65
stamps for the pre-payment of postage on - -~ 68 69
M

Magazines, postage on pamphlets and - - < 8 - 95
Magazines, pamphlets and rewspapers - - s - 35 3
Mail, proposals for carrying the - - - - 4 - 8
Mails, what may be admitted into the S = - - 8 15
how they should be made up = - -9 15
receiving and despatching them - = - 10 17
opening the - - = -~ - 11 17

time allowed for opening the - - - 13 19

time allowed for closing, at distributing offices - - 14 20
depredations on, and lost letters - - - - 317 32

carriers and agents on railroad and steamboat routes - 33 34
attention to the manner of carrying the - - 33 56
report of arrivals and departures of, tobe made by postmasters 54 57
failuresof - - - - ~ 55 57

locks and keys - - - - - 60 63
pouches and mail bags - = - - . =~ 61 63 .
Making up and forwarding the mails - - - 8 15
Masters of steamboats to deliver letters and packets into post offices 25 28
Masters of every vessel from a foreign port to delwer letters and ’
packets into post offices - - - - 26 28

Money- for the use or for the service of the Post Office Department, >
how to be paid - - - - ~ 48 3 8
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Contract Office—First Assistant Postmaster General

Bontractors - -

Dead letters - -
Debts, collection of -~

" Decedent’s estates . - — .
Delivery of lelters -
Despatching and receiving mails

Chapler. Page.

Despatch and receipt of foreign mails, post oﬂices for, bordermg on

the British Provinces -

——

Distribution, in what manner io be made up‘ -

Distributing offices, time allowed for closing mails at

Distribution of Foreign mails

Emoluments of Postmasters
Expresses, private -

E

Failure to return quarterly accounts—penalties

Failures of mails -

Finances—Third Assistant Postmaster General

?orelgn Mails, distribution of
Foreign Mails, how made up

Foreign Mails, post offices for the despatch of, bordermg on
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Forfeitures and fines =
Franking privilege -
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Page.

S

Y .- l
S o - Chaper.,
Inspection Office—Chief Clerk ~ - - = |
L
- Letter carriers - - - - - - 32
Letters, postage on - - - - - -~ 15
ship and steamboat, postage on S - - 16
way, postage on - - - - - 17
delivery of - - - - - 94
missent and to be forwarded - - - 27
return of - .- ;-_ AR L - 98
advertisingof - -~ - - - 929
dead - - - - - - 30
lost, and mail depredations - - - 31
&c. to foreign countries, transported in Umted States ves-
sels, postage on - - - - 64
stamps for the pre-payment of postage on - - 68
M
Magazines, postage on pamphlets and - 4 2 20
Magazines, pambhlets, and aéwspapers ' - - A - 385
Mail, proposals for carrying the  — - - - 4
Mails, what may be admilted into the S - . - 8
how they should be made up = - - 9
receiving and despatching them - = - 10
opening the - - . - - - 1
time allowed for opening the - - S =13
time allowed for closing, at distributing offices - - 14
depfédations on, and lost letters - - - - 317
carriers and agents on railroad and steamboat routes - 33
attention to the manner of carrying the - - 33
report of arrivals and departures of, to be made by postmasters 54
failuresof - - - - - 55
locks and keys - - = - - 60
pouches and mail bags - . = 61
Making up and forwarding the mails - - - 8
Masters of steamboats to deliver letters and packets into post offices 25
Masters of every vessel from a foreign port to dehver letters and
packets into post offices - - - - 26
Money. for the use or for the service of the Post Office Department,
how to be paid - - - - - 48
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N
Chapter.
Newspapers, postage on -~ - - - - 19
Newspapers pamphlets, and magazmes - - - 35
Newspayers not to be read in the office - - - 36
Newspapers and pamphlets, when not taken out of the office, pub-
lishers of the same to be informed - - - 387
Newspapers, account of unpaid, how to be kept - — 38
Newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets, foreign. - - 39
0

Gﬂice of the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Department
Pffice of the Treasurer of the United States ior the Post Office De-

partment - - - L- - -

Opening the mail - - - - -

time allowed for - - - -

Orgapization of the Post Office Department - - -
P

Paid letters, newspapers, and pamphlets - - -

Pamphlets, newspapers. and magazines - L - -

Papers and accounts to be returned to the Post Office Department by

postmasters - - - - -

Paying over money to the use or for the service of the Post Office

Department - - - - -

Penalties - - - - - . _

Penalties for failure to return quarterly accounts - -

Postage on letters - - - - -

on ship and steamboat lelters - - -~

on way letters - - - - -

on circulars and handbills -~ R - -

on newspapers -— - - - . - -

on pamphlets and magazines - - -

abaling and refunding - - - -

gollection of - - - - -

on letters, &e. to foreign countries transported in United
St .tes mail vessels - - . - -

on letters, stamps for the pre-payment of - -
Postmaster, who can hold the office of - - -
steps to be taken un rgcéiving the appointment of -~

accounts and returns of S - L= -

*
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Chapter.
Postmaster, emoluments of . - - - - 62
‘ by whom appointed - - - I R
Post Office, charge of the — - - - - 7
Post offices for the receipt and despatch of foreign mails bordering
on the British Provinces - - - - 65
Post Office Department, organization of - - =1
.operations on mail routes and in post oﬂiees 8
claims against the - - - 51
Private expresses - - - - - 67
Privilege of franking - - - - - 40
Proposals for carrying the mail - - - - 4
‘Quarterly aceounts, failure to return, penalties - - 43
R
Receiving and despatching mails ~ - - - 10
Refunding and abating postage - - - - 22
Regulation 549 repealed - - - - - 34
Renewal of lest drafts or warrants, applications for payment and ~ 49
Return of letters - - - - - 28
Report of the arrivals and departures of mails tobe made by post-
masters - - - - - - 54
S :
Stamps for the pre-payment of postage on letters - - 68
Steamboat and ship letters, postage on - - - 16
Steps to be taken on receiving the appointment of postmaster - 6
T
Time allowed for opening the mail - - - - 12
Time allowed for closing mails at distributing offices - - 14
Treasurer of the United States for the service of the Post Office
Department - - - - - 1
U
United States mail vessels, postage on letters, &c. transported to
foreign countries in =~ - - - o< 6%
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