
REGULATIONS
PBESCRIBED BY

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,
1 . " • • • i

TO E1HIB1TAND ENTOSCE THE PROVISIONS'/

OP THE

ACT OF CONGRESS OF MARCH 3, 1845J \
15TIT1EL,

An act to reduce tfee rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the abuse
of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues
of the Post Office Department," hereto anaexed, and which (by joint resolu
tion, also of March 3) goes into full effect and operation on the 1st July, 184

I. POSTAGE.

521. On and after July 1,1845, on a letter not exceeding half an ounce
in weight, sent any distance not exceeding three hundred miles, five cents.

522. When sent any distance over three hundred miles, ten cents.
523. For every additional weight of half an ounce, or any fractional

excess of less than half an ounce, there shall be charged an additional post-
age of five or ten cents, according: to the distance. A balance is furnished to
each office, for the purpose of enabling postmasters totascertain the weight
of letters and packets. -

524. On letters dropped in the post office for delivery in the same place,
two cents each.

525. On letters advertised as remaining on hand there shall be charged,
•when delivered out, besides the regular postage, the cost of advertising1,
which will be on each letter two cents; or four cents if advertised in two
papers.

526. What is subject to letter postage is defined to be letters in manu-
script, or paper of any kind conveyed in the mail, by or upon which infor-
mation shall be asked for or communicated in writing, or by marks or signs.

[Regulations Nos. 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, and 123, in chapter 18/and
regulation 141, chapter 20, are hereby rescinded.]

527. On all circulars, handbills, or advertisements, which arc printed or
lithographed on quarto post or single cap paper, or paper not larger than
single cap, and which are folded and directed, but left unsealed, two cents
on each sheet, for any distance. When sealed, these are to be rated as
letters.



t 528. u Quarto post" is the size usually called letter paper, say about ten
by eight inches to the page; l4Single cap" is the size commonly called
"writing paper, say thirteen by eight inches; to thefpage.

529. Where the circular is on a sheet larger than single cap, it is to be
rated as a pamphlet. As the postage on these articles is chargeable on each
copy* postmasters will carefully examine all packets, and rate the postage
accordingly.

530- On all pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and every other kind and
description of printed or other matter, (except newspapers, and except,
also, circulars, handbills, and advertisements, as aforesaid,) which shall be
unconnected with any manuscript communication whatever, two and a half
cents for every copy of no greater weight than one ounce, for any distance.
For every additional ounce, one cent; any fractional excess exceeding half
an ounce, to be charged as an ounce; but any excess less than half an
ounce is not to be regarded.

531. A pamphlet is a small unbound printed book. A magazine is a
pamphlet published periodically, in numbers, containing articles on science,
literature, politics, news, &c. &c.

.. £532. Newspapers go free for any distance not exceeding thirty miles
from the place where printed, when sent by the editors or publishers
thereof, if they do not exceed nineteen hundred superficial inches in extent.
For any distance beyond thirty miles, within the State where published,
*one cent postage. For any distance exceeding one hundred miles out of
the State where published, one and a half cent postage.

533. When a newspaper exceeds nineteen hundred superficial inches, it
is to be rated with pamphlet postage.

534. A newspaper is defined to be any printed publication issued in num-
bers, and published at stated intervals of not more than a month, conveying
intelligence of passing events. It generally consists of a sheet, but may
be composed of two sheets, of paper. ID such case it is chargeable with
only single newspapetpostage; provided the two sheets, in the aggregate,
do not exceed nineteen hundred square inches. If it exceed that superficial
extent, it is to be rated as a pamphlet.

535. An extra newspaper, or afsupplement to a newspaper, when they
are such bonafidt^ will be rated separately, with newspaper postage. When
they are styled' extra or supplementary newspapers, but are in fact mere
advertisements or circulars, they will be charged as such, with two cents
each sheet, if not more than single cap or quarto post; if on a sheet larger,
then they will be charged as pamphlets.

536. When the article to be mailed is a circular, pamphlet, or newspaper,
it should be so enveloped or folded that it can be distinctly seen at the
office to be such, and also that it contain no wrhing, marks, or signs, to
serve the purpose of written communications. If not done up so as to be
open at the ead, it is to be charged as a letter, by weight.

[Regulations Nos. 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, and 151, in chapter 22; and 159,
160, 161, and 162, in chapter 23; also, 164, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171,
172, 173, 174,175, 176, 177, and 178, in chapter 24, are hereby rescinded;
and regulations Nos. 153 and 154, in chapter 23, are rnoiified.

537. A letter mailed on or before the 30th June, 1845, is to be charged



with the rates prescribed by the act1 of 1825, and postage is to be received
and collected thereon agreeably t6* the rates charged, although the letter be
not delivered till the 1st July, or after.

II. WHAT MAY GO FREE IN THE MAILS.

538. All letters and packets to and from (when the same are duly franked)
4he following persons, to wit:

The President of the United States;
The Ex-Presidents of the United States }
The Widows of the former Presidents, Madison and Harrison.

539. The Vice President of the United States, the members of Congress,
the Delegates from Territories, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the
House of Representatives, may transmit, free of postage, any documents
printed by order of either House of Congress. This is without restiiction
as to the session; but the privilege expires with the official term. They may
send and receive, free of postage, any letter, newspaper, or packet, not
exceeding two ounces in weight, during the session of Congress, and for a
period of thirty days before the commencement, and thirty days after the
termination, of each session.

540. The Vice President and the members of Congress and Delegates
of Territories may frank written letters from themselves during the whole
year, as now authorized by act of March 2, 1833, viz: from sixty days
before the commencement of the session of Congress to the meeting of the
next Congress.

541. The Vice President and membeis of Congress and Delegates of
Territories may receive letters, not exceeding two ounces in weight, free of
postage, during the recess of Congress. This does not include the interval
between the termination of one Congress and the commencement of the
next.

542. The UYO last regulations do not include the Secretary of the Senate
or Clerk of the House of Representatives. But these officers have the
right to send written letters from themselves free of postage during their
official terms.

543. The Governors of States may send, free of postage, all laws and re-
ports, whether bound or unbound, and all records and documents of their
respective States, which may be directed by the Legislature of the several
Slates to be transmitted to the Executive of other States, the Governor
writing his name thereon, with the designation of his office and the kind
of books or documents enclosed; the package to be addressed to the Go-
vernor of the State to which it is to be sent.

544. The three Assistant Postmasters General are authorized to send,
free of postage, any letters, packages, or other matters, relating exclusively
to their official duties or the business of the Post Office Department, to be
duly fraoked by them as on ''official business.'*

545. Deputy postmasters throughout the United States are also authorized
to send ail letters and packages which it may be their duty, or they may
have occasion, to transmit to any person or place, which shall relate exclu-
sively to the business of their respective offices, or to the business of the



Post, Office Department Bat, in every sach case, the postmaster shall*
endorse thereon, over his own signature, the words "post office business.**

546. Exchange newspapers, between publishers fof newspapers, may be ,
sent free.

547. Editors or publishers may send their newspapers free of postage to
any distance not exceeding thirty miles from the place where printed, pro-
vided the paper does not exceed nineteen hundred superficial inches in
extent.

548. No heads of departments, or bureaus, nor other officers of the Gene-
neral Government, nor adjutant or. brigadier generals of States or Territo-
ries, nor any other persons whatsoever, except those above stated, are
entitled, under the act of March 3, 1845, to the franking privilege.

| All regulations under chapter 43, except No. 288, and all regulations under
chapter 44 and 45, also regulations No. 303, 304,307, and 308, in chapter:
46, and the regulations under chapter 47, are hereby rescinded.]

549. The authority heretofore given to postmasters to send money free
of postage to publishers of newspapers in payment of subscriptions being
withdrawn, the following regulation is substituted :

Money may be left with a postmaster, in no instance exceeding ten dol-
lars, for the purpose of being paid to distant publishers, if said publishers
shall so desire, for any newspaper or pamphlet, deliverable from his
office. The postmaster may retain one per cenC and give his receipt
for the balance. He is immediately to report the payment, with the
names of the parties, to the postmaster through whom said amount
is to be paid to the publisher, and to charge himself upon his "general
account with the United States" with the amount received, deducting
the one per cent, under the head of "moneys received for subscriptions;"
stating the name of the pay or, the name of the payee, office where
payable, amount, and time when received, and shall make a full and
faithful return to the General Post Office of all such cases at the end of each
quarter. When presented, the postmaster at the office where payable, is
to pay the amount in said receipt, deducting one per cent, which receipt,
after being endorsed by the publisher, he will forward as his voucher of
payment. He will enter said amount to his credit on his "general account
with the United States," under the head of "moneys paid for subscriptions,"
giving the particulars above stated, and render to the General Post Office
a full aud faithful account of the same at the end of each month.

The " general account with the United States" is that which postmasters
are directed to keep, on their own books, in the regulations Nos. 387, 388,
^c.*%apter 54. .

III. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE.

550. Ten dollars penalty against any one convicted of franking any
letter or letters other than those written by himself or by his order, on the
business of his office.

551. Three hundred dollars penalty for every false endorsement made by «
an Assistant Postmaster General, on a franked letter or package, that it is OR*
"official business."
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552. Three hutiVifted dollars penalty for tik£ false endorsement that a
letter or package is on "post office business,** when made by a postmaster.

553. One half of these penalties go to'the prosecutor, and the other half
to the use of the United States^ and are to be paid over to, and accounted
for, by the Postmaster General. They may be sued for before the circuit
and district courts of the United States, or of the District of Columbia, or
of the Territories, and before the magistrates and courts of the States and
Territories having competent jurisdiction by the laws of such States and
Territories.

[Part of regulation No. 317, in chapter 49, is hereby rescinded.
IV. ACCOUNTS TO BE KEPT BY CERTAIN OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT.

554. Each officer of the Government who, under previous laws bad the
franking privilege, now abolished by the act of 3d March, 1845, is to keep
an account of ail postage charged to and payable by him upon letters,
packages, or other matter received through the mail touching the duties of
his office.

555. On being verified by said officer, said account is to be paid quar-
tet-yearly out of the contingent hind of the Department, or bureau to
which he belongs. This embraces the Secretaries of the State, Treasury,
War, and Navy Departments; the Postmaster General and the Attorney
General; the Comptrollers and Auditors of the Treasury; the Commission-
ers of the Land Office, of Pensions, of Indian Affairs, and of Patents; the
Solicitor and Register of the Treasury; Treasurer of the United Slates; the
Commanding General, Adjutant General, Inspector General, Quartermaster
General, Paymaster General, Commissary General, and Surgeon General;
Head of the Topographical Corps, Chief Engineer, Colonel of Ordnance,
and Chiefs of the several bureaus in the Navy Department.

556. The three Assistant Postmasters General are to have remitted to
them, by the postmaster of Washington, D. C. all postage charged upon
letters, packages, or other matter received by them touching the business
-of the Department, or their particular branch of it.

557. The postmasters are authorized to charge the Department with all
postage which they may have paid or had charged to them for letters,
packages, or other matter received by them on the business of their offices,
or of the Post Office Department, upon a verification, on oath, of their ac-
counts for the same, and the transmission to the Department of the charged
letters, as vouchers. For this duty, a proper blank is furnished, and the
amount should be entered, as item No. 22, in the lower division of the
Account Current.

558. The postage on "drop letters," and also moneys received for the
advertising of letters, should be entered in the respective columns in the
account of "Mails Received," and also in the "Account Current," Nos. 7

^and 8.
559. A blank form is furnished, in which postmasters will enter free

mail matter franked and received, under the respective heads of "Senate
of the United States and its Secretary," House of Representatives and its

..Clerk," "Assistant Postmasters General and Postmasters,?' "President and
Vice President of the United States," Ex-Presidents of the United States,



widows of Presidents Madison and Harrison, and certain books and docu-
ments franked by Governors of States." In this account, the postage with
which free letters and packets would have been chargeable, should be en-
tered, carefully footed, and returned quarterly, with the other accounts of:
the office.

All franked letters, packets, and documents sent from an office must be
marked free, and stamped or post-marked with the name of the office and
State, to enable offices receiving such free matter to comply with the fore-
going.

560. Each post office is to" exhibit, quarterly, in its accounts of "mails
sent," the whole number of letters of every description, subject to postage
sent from said offices, and also the number of free letters sent, as at present.

561. The Postmaster General is authorized to increase the rate of com-
missions ot postmasters, when they amount to less than twenty-five dollars
per annum, to not exceeding fifty per cent, commission on letter postage.

V. WHAT MAY BE MAILED.

562. N o packet which shall weigh more than three pounds : Bound
books, of any size, are not included in ihe term "mailable matter," except
books sent by Governors of States, as aforesaid.

563. Letters uncalled for, are to be advertised in the .paper of the town,
where the office advertising may be situated, having the largest circulation^
provided it can be done at a cost not exceeding two cents on each letter.

Letters are not to be advertised in more than one paper, unless specially
directed by the Postmaster General.

VI. CONTRACTS FOR CARRYING THE MAIL.

564. To be let to the lowest bidder who tenders sufficient guaranties for
faithful performance, without other reference to the mode of transportation
than is necessary to provide for the due celerity, certainty, and security of
such transportation.

[Part of regulation 32 is changed and modified by the foregoing.]
565. The underbidder is not to be required to take the old contractors,,

stock.
566. Railroad routes, including those on which the service is partly on

railroad and partly in steamboats, are to be arranged in three classes, ac-
cording to the size of the mails, the speed with which they are conveyed,,
and the importance of the service.

567. The rates of compensation are not to exceed—
On first class, the rate of compensation now allowed by law ;

second class, $100 per mile, per annum;
third class, $50 per mile, per annum.

568. If half the service is performed in the night, the rate of compensa-
tion may be increased 25 per cent.

569. And if the Postmaster General shall find it necessary to send more
than two mails daily, he may pay such additional compensation as he may
think just and reasonable, having reference to the service performed, and
the foregoing maximum rates of allowance. . .

570. If he cannot conclude contracts for conveying the mails on tile



railroads, at the above maximum rates, or at such portions of those rates as
he shall deem a fair and reasonable compensation, h« may separate the
letter mail from the residue, and contract for its conveyance by horse ex-
press, or otherwise, at the greatest speed that c»^ reasonably be obtained ;
and contract for the conveyance of the residue of the mail in wagons, or
otherwise, at a slower rate of speed.

571. He may divide the mails on other routes, so as to give greater de-
spatch to the letter mails, when the whole amount of it has become so
great as to retard its progress, or endanger its security, or cause a consi-
derable augmentation in the cost of transportation.

572. He may make contracts with a railroad company for conveying the
mail, either with or without advertising for proposals.

573. He may also, with or without an advertisement for proposals make
contracts for convening the letter mails by express or otherwise, and also
the residue of the mails by wagons or otherwise, at less speed, in default
of concluding a contract for railroad conveyance.

574. The Postmaster General is authorized to contract for conveyance
of the mail in the steamboats on the Western or other waters of the United
States for any length of time or number of trips less than the time for
which contracts are usually made, without previous advertisement, when-
ever, in his opinion, the public interest and convenience will be promoted
thereby

575. In such case the price is not to be greater than the average rate
paid under the last preceding or then existing contracts on such routes.

VII. PRIVATE EXPRESSES.

576. The establishment of private expresses for the conveyance of any
letters, packets, or packages of letters, or other matter transmittable in the
United States mail, (newspapers*, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals
excepted,) from one city, town, or other place, to any other city, town, or
place in the United States between and from and to which the United
States mail is regularly transported under authority of the Post Office De-
partment, is prohibited.

577. So is the causing to be conveyed, or the providing for the conveyance
or transportation, by regular trips, or at stated periods or intervals, as afore-
said, any letters or other matter transmittable by mail as aforesaid, news-
papers, pamphlots, magazines, and periodicals only excepted.

578. Every person offending against this provision, or aiding or assist-
ing therein, or acting as such private express, shall forfeit and pay $150
for each time any letter or letters, packet or packages, or Other matter pro-
perly transmittable by mail, (except newspapers, 8cc.) shall, or may be by
him, her, or them, or through his, her, or their means, or instrumentality
in whole or in part conveyed.

579. A like fine of one hundred and fifty dollars is to be imposed on the
owner or owners of any stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, or other vehicle
or vessel, which shall, with the knowledge of any of the owners, in whole
or in part, or which shall, wilh the knowledge or connivance of the driver,
conductor, captain, or other person having charge of such stage coach, &.c.
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conveyor transport, any. person or persons acting or employed a3 a private
. express for the conveyance of letters, packets or packages of letters, or

1.other mailable matter, and actually in possesson of such mailable matter.
580. This is not to prohibit the conveyance of letters, packets, or

packages, or other matter, by private hands, no compensation being tendered
or received therefor in any way, or by special messenger employed only
for the single particular occasion.

581. Stage coaches, railroad cars, steamboats, packet boats, and all other
vehicles or vessels performing regular trips at stated periods, on a post
route between two or more cities, towns, or places, from one to the other,
of which the United States mail is regularlj' conveyed under the authority
of the Post Office Department, are prohibited from transporting or conveying,
otherwise than in the mail, any letters, packets or packages of letters, or
other mailable matter whatsoever, except such as may have relation to
some part of the" cargo of such steamboat, packet-boat, or other vessel, or
to some article at the same time conveyed by such stage, railroad car, or
other vehicle, and excepting also newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and
periodicals.

582. The owners, managers, servants, or crew of all stage coaches,
railroad cars, steamboats, packet-boats, and all other vehicles or vessels,
are also prohibited from conveying as aforesaid.

583. For each offence the owners of the stage coach, railroad car,
steamboat, or packet-boat, or other vehicle or vessel, shall forfeit and pay
$100 ; and the driver, captain, conductor, or person having charge of such
coach, &c. not being at the time the owner thereof, in whole or in part,
shall forfeit and pay $50.

584. The person who transmits by private express, or any other means
prohibited by the act of 3d March, 1845, any letter or letters, packets or
packages, or other mailable matter, excepting newspapers, pamphlets,
magazines, or periodicals; or who shall place or cause to be deposited
at any appointed place, for the purpose of being" transported by such
unlawful means, any matter or thing properly transmittable by mail, (news-
papers, &c. excepted,) or who shall deliver them for transmission to any
agent or agents of such unlawful expresses, shall forfeit and pay for each
offence, fifty dollars.

585. Steamboats can carry letters under the fifth and sixth sections of the
act of 1825; provided the letters are delivered over to the postmaster of
the place, or the authorized agent of the Department, such letters excepted
as relate to the cargo. If the letters are not delivered as aforesaid, the
owners and persons having charge of the boat shall be liable to the penalty
specified in the foregoing section, No. 583.

586. The postmaster or other agent of the Department, to whom letters
brought by steamboat are delivered, shall charge and collect upon them the
same rates of postage as would have been charged had they been transmitted
by mail.

587. Postmasters are specially enjoined promptly to report to the De-
partment all violations of the law—by those carrying expresses-?—by
those setting them up—by those sending letters or packages by thenirr-py
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ihose leaving letters &c. at any appointed place to be forwarded out of the
mail—by those delivering them to any agent of an express—and by those
in any other way aiding or assisting in such unlawful transmission.

588. They will also report all cases coming to their knowledge, where
.railroads or steamboats, or mail conveyances of any description, convey
letters &c. out of the mail, or transport any persons carrying letterSj &c.
out of the mail, to the end that suits may be brought against the owners,
directors, officers, captains, conductors, or hands, according to their know-
ledge of such illegal practices, or their connivance, or agency therein.

589. The report of the postmaster will consist of a statement of the of-
fence, giving time and place, the name of the offender, and the names of the
witnesses.

590. The prosecutions will be instituted in the district courts of the United
States.

591. But any citizen is authorized to prosecute for the penalties in a qui
tarn suit, and in that case will be entitled to one half of the amount received
in each instance. See instruction 553.

, V1H. FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS AS TO THE DUTIES OF THE HIGHEST CLASS OF
POSTMASTERS.

592. The office of special agents for particular distiicts being discon-
tinued from the first day of July, 1845, special injunction is hereby
given to all deputy postmasters appointable by the President, being those
whose commissions exceed a thousand dollars per annum, and more parti-
cularly the postmasters at Distribution offices and State capitals, to take
charge of all matters arising within their respective districts of country, re-
lative to losses of money in the mail, the proper arrangement of mail ser-
vice, and the faithful peiformance of it by contractors.

593. They will keep the Department fully advised, by reports promptly
made, of whatever occurs under these heads, requiring its cognizance and i||
fiction.

594. A loss of a money letter should be reported, not only to the De-
partment at Washington, but also to the nearest distributing postmaster, or

jpostmaster of the State capital, who should at once communicate with the
Department on the subject, as to the best mode of of tracing the loss and
detecting the depredators. •

595. Under this head, particular attention is called to chapter 35 of the
Post Office Regulations published in 1843.

IX. IN CONCLUSION-

' 596. The standing regulations issued in 1843 still remain in full force
'except where inconsistent with the provisions of the act of 1845 and these
• instructions. And to them and the regulations here prescribed, the careful
.attention and energetic co-opeiation of all is earnestly invoked, to the e,nd
that the law may be fully understood and enforced, and the public accorn-

?modation and interests, committed to this Department, may be faithfully
subserved and promoted.

C. JOHNSON, Postmaster General.
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, April 21, 1845.



AN ACT

To reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the abuse, of the franking
privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office Depart"
ment. .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That, from and after the first day of July next, members
of Congress and delegates from Territories may receive letters, not exceeding two ounces
in weight, free ot postage, during the recess of Congress, any thing to the contrary in this
act notwithstanding; and the same franking privilege which is granted by this act to the
members of the two houses of Congress, is hereby extended to the Vice President of the
United States; and in lieu of the rates of postage now established by law, there shall be
charged the following rates, viz: For every single letter, in manuscript, or paper of any
kind, by or upon which information shall be asked for or communicated in writing, or by
narks and signs, conveyed in the mail for any distance under three hundred miles, five
cents; and for any distance over three hundred miles, ten cents ; and for a double letter
there shall be charged double these rates; and far a treble letter, treble these rates \ and for
a quadruple letter, quadruple these rates; and every letter or parcel not exceeding half an
ounce in weight, shall be deemed a single letter; and every additional weight of half an
ounce, or additional weight less than half an ounce, shall be charged with an additional

* single postage. And all drop letters, or letters placed in any post office, not for transmis-
sion by mail, but for delivery only, sh&ll be charged with postage at the rate of two cents
each. And all letters which shall hereafter be advertised as remaining over in any poet
office shall, when delivered out, be charged with the costs of advertising the same, in
addition to the regular postage, both to be accounted for as other postages now are.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all newspapers of no greater size or superfices
than aineteen hundred square inches, may be transmitted through the mail by the editors
or publishers thereof, to all subscribers or other persons within thirty miles of the city,
town, or other place in which the paper is or may be printed, free of any charge for postage
whatever; and all newspapers of and under the sfte aforesaid, which shall be conveyed in
the mail any distance beyond thirty miles from the place at which the same may be printed,
shall be subject to the rates of postage chargeable upon the same, under the thirtieth
section of the act of Congress, approved the third March, one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-five, entitled "An act to reduce into one the several acts for establishing and
regulating the Post Office Department;" and upon all newspapers of greater size or
superficial extent than nineteen hundred square inches, there shall be charged and collected
the same rates of postage as are prescribed by this act to be charged on magazines and
pamphlets.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all printed or lithographed circulars and hand-
bills, or advertisements, printed or lithographed, on quarto post or single cap paper, or
paper not larger than single cap, folded, directed, and unsealed, shall be charged with
postage at the rate of two cents for each sheet, and no more, whatever be the distance the
same may be sent; and all pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and every other kind and
description of printed or other matter, (except newspapers,) which shall be unconnected
with any manuscript communication whatever, and which it is- or may be lawful to trans-
mit by the mail of the United States, shall be charged with postage at the rate of two and
a half cents for each copy sent, of no greater weight than one ounce, and one cent
additional shall be charged for each additional ounce of the weight of every such pamphlet,
magazine, matter, or thing, which may be transmitted through the mail, whatever be the
distance the same may be transported ; and any fractional excess of not less than one-half of
an ounce, in the weight of any such matter or thing, above one or more ounces, shall be
charged for as if said excess amounted to a full ounce.
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Sec. *. Ana be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, and he is here*
by, authorized, upon all mail routes over or upon which the amount of matter usually
transported, or which may be offered or deposited in the post office or post offices for trans-
portation, is or fnay become so great as to threaten materially to retard the progress or
endanger the security of the letter mail, or to cau-e any considerable augmentation of the
cost of transporting the whole mail at the present rate of speed, to provide for the separate
and more secure conveyance of the letter mail, at a speed at least equal to that at which
the mail is now transported over such route, taking care to allow in no case of any greater
delay, in the transportation of the other matters and things to be transported in the mail
on any such route, than may appear to be absolutely necessary, regard being had to the
cost of expediting its transportation, and the means at his disposal or under his control for
effecting the same.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the twenty-seventh section of the act of Con-
gress entitled "An act to reduce into one the several acts for establishing and regulating
the Post Office Department," approved and signed the third day of March, in the year
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, and all other acts and parts of acts granting
and conferring1 uopn aay person whatsoever the right or privilege to receive and transmit
through the mail, free of postage, letters, packets, newspapers, periodicals, or other mat-
ters, be, and the same are hereby, utterly abrogated and repealed.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passage of this act, all
officers of the Government of the United States, heretofore having the franking privilege,
shall be authorized and required to keep an account, of all postage charged to and payable
by them, respectively, upon letters, packages, or other matters received through the mail,
touching the duties or business of their respective offices; and said accounts for postage,
upon being duly verified by said officers, respectively, shall be allowed and paid quarter-
yearly, out of the contingent fund of the bureau or department to which the officers afsre-
eaid may respectively belong or be attached. And the Three Assistant Postmasters Gene-
ral shall be entitled to have remitted by the postmaster in Washington all postage charged
upon letters, packages, or other matter, received by them, respectively, through the mail,
touching the business of the Post Office Department, or the particular branch of that bu-
siness committed to them, respectively; and each of the said Assistant Postmasters Gene-
ral shall be, and hereby is, authorized to transmit through the mail, free of postage, any
letters, packages, or other matters relating exclusively to his official duties, or to the bu-
siness of the Post Office Department; but he shall, in every such case, endorse on the
back of the letter or package so to be sent free of postage, over his own signature, the-
words "official business." And for any such endorsement falsely made, the person sa
offending shall forfeit and pay three hundred dollajs. And the several deputy postmasters
throughout the United States shall be authorized to charge, and have allewed to them in
the settlement of their accounts with the Post Office Department all postage which they
may have paid or had charged to them, respectively, for letters, packages, or other matters
received by them on the business of their respective offices or of the Post Office Depart-
ment, upon a verification on oath of their accounts for the same, and the transmission of the
charged letters as vouchers; and the said several deputy postmasters shall be, and hereby
are, au horized to send through the mail, free of postage, all letters and packages which
it may be their duty, or they may have occasion, to transmit to any person or place, and
which snail relate exclusively to the business of their respective offices, or to the business
of the Post Office Department; but in every such case the deputy postmaster sending any
such letter or package shall endorse thereon, over his own signature, the words "Post Oi-
fice business." And for any and every such endorsement falsely made, the person making
the same shall forfeit and pay three hundred dollars. And when the commissions of any
postmaster amount to less than twenty-five dollars per annum, it shall be lawful for the
Postmaster General to increase the rate of his commissions, provided that they do not ex-
ceed fifty per cent, on letter postage accruing at such office, and the Postmaster General
is hereby required to cause accounts to be kept of the postage that would be chargeable
at the rates prescribed in this act upon all matter passing free through the mail according
to the provisions of this act; and the sums thus chargeable shall be paid to the Post Office
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Department from the contingent funds of the two Houses of Congress and of the othee
Departments of the Government for which such mail service may have been performed,
and where there is no such fund that they be paid out of the Treasury of the United.
States.

Sec. 7. And be itfurther enacted, That the act of Congress entitled "An act authoriz-
ing the Governors of the several States to transmit by mail certain books and documents,"
approved June the thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, shall remain and
continue in full force, any thing hereinbefore to the contrary notwithstanding; and the
members of Congress, the delegates from the Territories, the Secretary of the Senate, and the
Clerk of the House of Representatives shall be, and they are hereby, authorized, to trans-
mit, free of postage, to any post office within the United States or the Territories thereof,
any documents which have been or may be printed by order of either House of Congress,
any thing in this law to the contrary notwithstanding.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted., That each member of tho Senate, each member of
the House of Representatives, and each delegate from a Territory of the United States,
the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, may, during
each session of Congress, and for a period of thirty days before the commencement and
thirty days after the end of each and every session of Congress, send and receive through the
mail, free of postage, any letter, newspaper, or packet, not exceeding two ounces in weight;
and all postage charged upon any letters, packages, petitions, memorials, or other matters or
"things received during any session of Congress by any Senator, member or delegate of the
House of Representatives, touching his official or legislative duties, by reason of any excess
of weight above two ounces, of the matter or thing so received, shall be paid out of the
contingent fund of the House of which the person receiving the same may be a member.
And they shall have the right to frank written letters from themselves during- the whole
year, as now authorized by law*

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any person or per-
sons to establish any private express or expresses, for the conveyance, nor in any manner
to cause to be conveyed, or provide for the conveyance or transportation, by i-egular trips,
.or at stated periods or intervals, from one city, town, or other place, to any other city,
town, or place in the United Slates, between, and from, and to which cities, towns, or other
places, the United States mail is regularly transported, under the authority of the Post
Office Department, of any letters, p ickets, or packages of letters, or other matter properly
transmittable in the United States mail, except newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and
periodicals; and each and every person offending against thi3 provision, or aiding or assist-
ing therein, or acting as such private express, shall, for each time any letter or letters,
packet or packages, or other matter properly transmittable by mail, except newspapers, pam-
phlets, magazines, and periodicals, shall or may be, by him, her, or them, or through his, her,
or their means or instrumentality, in whole or in part, conveyed or transported contrary to
the true intent, spirit, and meaning of this section, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
and fifty dollars.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any stage coach,
railroad car, steamboat, packet boat, or vehicle or vessel, nor any of the owners, managers,
servants, or crews of either, which regularly perform trips at stated periods on a post route,
or between two or more cities, towns, or other places, from one to the other of which the
United States mail is regularly conveyed under the authority of the Post Office Depart-
ment, to transport or convey, otherwise than in the mail, any letter or letters, packet or
packages of letters, or other mailable matter whatsoever, except such as may have relation
to some part of the cargo of such steamboat, packet boat, or other vessel, or to some arti-
cle at the same time conveyed by the same stage coach, railroad car, or other vehicle, and
excepting also newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals; and for every such offence
the owner or owners of the stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, packet boat, or other ve-
hicle or vessel, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars; and the driver, cap-
tain, conductor, or person having charge of any such stage coach, railroad car, steamboat,
packet boat, or other vehicle, or vessel, at the time of the commission of any such offence,
and who shall not at that time be the owner thereof, in -whole nor in part, shall, in like
manner, forfeit and pay, in every such case of offence, the sum of fifty dollars.
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Stoc, 11. And be it further enacted. That the owner or owners of every stage coach,
railroad car, steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel, which shall, with the knowledge of any
owner or owners, in whole or in part, or with the knowledge or connivance of the driver,
conductor, captain, or other person having charge of any such stage coach, railroad car,
steamboat, or other vessel or vehicle, convey or transport any person or persons acting or
employed as a private express for the conveyance of letters, packets, or packages of letters,
or other mailable matter, and actually in possession of such mailable matter, for the pur-
pose of transportation, contrary to the spirit, true intent, and meaning of the preceding
sections of this law, shall be subject to the like fines and penalties as are hereinbefore
provided and directed in the case of persons acting as such private expresses, and of per-
sons employing the same; but nothing in this act contained shall be construed to prohibit
the conveyance or transmission of letters, packets, or packages, or other matter, to any
part of the United States, by private hands, no compensation being tendered or received
therefor in any way, or by a special messenger employed only for the single particular
occasion.

Sec. 12. Jlnd be it further enacted. That all persons whatsoever, who shall, after the
passage of this act, transmit by any private express, or other means by this act declared
to be unlawful, any letter or letters, package or packages, or other mailable matter,
excepting newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, or who shall place or cause
to be deposited at any appointed place, for the purpose of being transported hy such un-
lawful means, any matter or thing properly transmittable, by mail, excepting newspapers,
pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, or who shall deliver any such matter, excepting
newspapers, pamphlets, magazines and periodicals, for transmission to any agent or agents
of 6uch unlawful expresses, shall, for each and every offence, forfeit and pay the sum ofT
fifty dollars.

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained shall have the
effect, or be construed, to prohibit the conveyance or transportation of letters by steamboats,
as authorized by the sixth section of the act entitled "An act to reduce into one the several
acts for establishing and regulating the Post Office Department, approved the third of
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five." Provided) That the requirements of
said sixth section of said act be strictly complied with, by the delivery, within the time spe-
specified by said act of all letters so coaveyed. not relating to the cargo, or some part thereof,
to the postmaster or other authorized agent of the Post Office Department, at the port or
place to which said letters may be directed, or intended to be delivered ever from said boat;
and the postmaster or other agent of the Post Office Department shall charge and collect,
upon all letters or ether mailable matter so delivered to him. except newspapers, pamphlets,
magazines, and periodicals, the same rates of postage as would have been charged upon said
letters had been transmitted by mail from the port or place at which they were placed on
board the steamboat from which they were received ; but it is hereby expressly provided, that
all the pains and penalties provided by this act, for any violation of the provisions of the
eleventh section of this act, shall attach in every case to any steamboat, or to the owners
and persons having charge thereof, the captain or other person having charge of which
shall not, as aforesaid, comply with the requirements of the sixth section of the said law
of one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. And no postmaster shall receive^ to be
conveyed by the mail, any packet which shall weigh more than three pounds.

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall have power,
and he is hereby authorized, to contract with the owners or commanders of any steamboat
plying upon the Western or other waters of the United States, for the transportation of
the mail for any length of time, or number of trips, less than the time for which contracts
for transporting the mail of the United S;ates are now usually made under existing laws,
and without the previous advertisements now required before entering into such contracts,
whenever in his opinion the public interest and convenience will be promoted thereby:
Provided, That the price to be paid for such service shall in no case be greater than the
average rate paid for such service under the last preceding or then existing regular contract
for transporting the mail upon the route he may so for a less time contract for the trans-
portation of the mail upon.
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Sec. 15. And be it further enadted, That' "mailable matter," and "matter property
transmittable by mail,*' shall be deemed and taken to mean, all letters an*d newspapers, and
all magazines and pamphlets periodically published, or which may be published in regular
series or in successive numbers under the same title, though at irregular intervals, and all
other written or printed matter, whereof each copy or number shall not exceed eight ounces
in weight, except bank notes sent in packages or bundles, without written letters accom-
panying them; but bound books, of any size, shall not be held to be included within the
meaning of these terms. And any packet or packets, of whatever size or weight, being
made up of any such mail able matter, shall subject all persons concerned in transporting

| the same to all the penalties of this law, equally as if it or they were not so made up into
a packet or packages. Bat nothing in this act contained shall be so construed as to pro-
hibit any person whatever from transporting, or causing to be transported, over any mail
route, or any road or way parallel thereto, any books, magazines, or pamphlets, or news-
papers, not marked, directed, or intended for immediate distribution to subscribers or others,
but intended for sale as merchandise, and transported in the usual made of transporting
merchandise over the particular route used, and sent or consigned to some bonajide dealer
or agent for the sale thereof; nor shall any thing herein be construed to interfere with the
right of any traveller to have and take with him or her, for his or her own use, any book,
pamphlet, magazine, or newspaper.

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the term "newspaper," hereinbefore used,
shall be, and the same is hereby defined to be, any printed publication issued in numbers,
consisting of not more than two sheets, and published at short stated intervals of not more than
one month, conveying intelligence of passing events, and bonajide extras and supplements
of any such publication. And nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to prevent
the free exchange of newspapers between the publishers thereof as provided for under the
twenty-ninth section of the act entitled, "An act to reduce into one the several acts for
establishing and regulating the Post Office Department, approved the third day of March,
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five."

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all pecuniary penalties and forfeitures incur-
red under this act, shall be one-half for the use of the person or persons informing and
prosecuting for the same, and the other half to the use of. the United States, and shall be
paid over to the Postmaster General, and accounted for by him as other moneys of the
Department; and all causes of action arising under this act may be sued, and all offenders
against this act may be prosecuted before the justices of the peace, magistrates, or other
Judicial courts of the several States and of the several Territories of the United States,
they having competent jurisdiction, by the laws of such States or Territories, to the trial
of claims and demands of as great value, and of the prosecutions, where the punishments
are of as great extent; and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary, shall take cognizance
thereof, and proceed to judgment and execution, as in other cases.

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General
in all future lettings of contracts for the transportation of the mail, to let the same, in
every case, to the lowest bidder, tendering sufficient guaranties for faithful performance,
without other reference to the mode of such transportation than may be necessary to provide
for the due celerity, certainty, and security of such transportation ; nor shall any new con-
tractor hereafter be required to purchase out, or take at a valuation, the stock or vehicles of
any previous contractor for the same route. And all advertisements made under the
orders of the Postmaster General, in a newspaper or newspapers, of letters uncalled for in
any post office, shall be inserted in the paper or papers, of the town or place where the
office advertising may be situated, having the largest circulation, provided the editor or
-editors of such paper or papers shall agree to insert the same for a price not greater than
that now fixed by law; and in case of question or dispute as to the amount of the circula-
tion of any papers, the editors of which may desire this advertising, it shall be the duty of
of the postmaster to receive evidence and decide upon the fact.

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That to insure, as far as may be practicable, an
«qual ajid just rate of compensation, according to the service performed, among the several
railroad companies in the United States, for the transportation of the mail, it shall be the
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duty of the Postmaster General to arrange and divide the railroad routes, including those
in which the service is partly by railroad and partly by steamboats, into three classes,
according to the size of the mails, the speed with which they are conveyed, and the
importance of the service; and it shall be lawful for him to contract for convening the mail
with any such railroad company, either with or without advertising for such contract:
Provided, That, for the conveyance of the mail on any railroad of the first class, he shall
not pay a higher rate of compensation than is now allowed by law ; nor for carrying the
mail on any railroad of the second class, a greater compensation than one hundred dollars
per mile, per annum ; nor for carrying the mail on any railroad of the third class, a greater
compensation than fifty dollars per mile, per annum. And in case the Postmaster General
shall not be able to conclude a contract for carrying the mail on any of such railroad
routes, at a compensation not exceeding the aforesaid maximum rates, or for what he may
deem a reasonable and fair compensation for the service to be performed, it shall be lawful
for him to separate the letter mail from the residue of the mail, and to contract, either
with or without advertising, for conveying the letter mail over such route, by horse express
or otherwise, at the greatest speed that can reasonably be obtained ; and also to contract
for carrying over such route the residue of the mail, in wagons or otherwise, at a
slower rate of speed : Provided, That if one-half of the service, on any railroad, is required
to be performed in the night season, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General to pay
twenty-five per cent, in addition to the aforesaid maximum rates of allowance : And provided
further, That if it shall be found necessary to convey over any railroad route more thaa
two mails daily, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General to pay such additional com-
pensation as he may think just and reasonable, having reference to the service performed
and the maximum rate of allowance established by this act.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That all causes of action arising under this act
may be sued, and' all offenders against this act may be prosecuted, before any circuit or
district court of the United States, or of the District of Colombia, or of the Territories of
the United States.

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of guarding against the pos-
sibility of any embarrassment in the operations of the Post Office Department, consequent
upon any deficiency of the revenues of said Department which may be occasioned by the
reduction of the rates of postage by this act made, there be, and hereby is, appropriated
the sum of seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and to be placed to the credit of the Post Office D o
partment in the Treasury of the United States, to be applied, under the direction of the
Postmaster General, to supplying any deficiency in the regular revenues from postage,
in the same manner as the revenues of said department are now by law applied.

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That in case the amount of postages collected
from the rates of postage prescribed by this act, with the annual appropriation from the
Treasury of seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars herein granted, shall prove insuffi-
cient to defray the expense of the mail service throughout the United States to an extent
equal to what is now enjoyed by the public, and also the expense of extending and en-
larging the same in due proportion with the increase and expansion of the population,
particularly in the new States and Territories, the deficiency that may so arise shall be paid
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That the
amount of expenditure for the Post Office Department shall not in the entire aggregate,
-exclusive of salaries of officers, clerks, and messengers, of the General Post Office, and the
couting >nt fund of the same, exceed the annual amount of four million five hundred thou-
sand dollars.

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained shall be con-
atrued to repeal the laws heretofore enacted, granting the franking privilege to the President
of the United States when in offiee, and to all ex-Presidents, and to the widows of the
former Presidents Madison and Harrison.

Approved, March 3, 1845.



JOINT RESOLUTION

To fix the time when the act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues or
the Post Office Department, passed at this session, shall go into effect.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That the act "to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and
correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues^
of the Post Office Department, passed at the present session, shall go into effect on and
after the first day of July next, and not sooner, anv thine- in said act to the contrary
notwithstanding.

Approved March 3, 1845. j
T H E P O S T O F F I C E D E P A R T M E N T .

We lay before our readers the new regula-
tions which have been adopted by the Post Mas-
ter General, under the laws passed at the close
of last session of Congress. They embrace a
varie'y of new and interesting provisions, which
ought to be thoroughly understood by the peo.
pie themselves, as we!) as by all the postmasters.
The attention of this last and important class of
officers throughout the country is specially invi-
ted to them : e

Regulations of the Post Office department for
the enforcement of the acts of Congress of
the 1st, 2rf, and 3d of March, 1847.

1. All deputy post masters are authorized to
send free, through the mails, ail letters and pack-
ages not weighing over two ounces, which they
may have occasion to write or send, relating to
the business of their offices or of the post office
department, endorsing thereon "post office de-
partenent," and signing their names thereto.—
All those whose compensation did not exceed
200 dollars for the year en/ding 30th of June,
1846, may also send free through the mail;?, let-
ters written by themselves, and receive all writ-
ten communications on their own private busi-
ness, not weighing over one half ounce.

2. Members of Congress and delegates from
territories may send and receive free, through
the mails,from thirty days before the commence-
ment of each Congress, until the meeting of the
next Congress, letters and packages not exceed,
ing two ounces in weight, and public documents
not exceeding three pounds in weight. Public
documents are tho>e printeof by the order of
either House of Congress, and publication? or
books procured or purchased by Congress of
either House, for the use of the members.

3. The same privilege allowed to members
of Congress, is extended to the Secretory of
the Senate and the Clerk of the House of
Representatives during their official terms,
Wtlir*h Iprirtinntpa with 1 \\a AIO/->I irtrt t\f thnip
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4. The privilege of the Vice President is en.
larged so thai he may receive free, public docu-
ments during his official term. ,

5. Persons entitled to the privilege of frank.
ing should endorse on all letters or packages ' ,•
weighiog under two ounces, " free," and sign'
the same, designating the office they fill; and k
all public documents which exceed two ounces
in weight should be designated by writing the "#*
Words *' public documents" on them, and signing
them officially as above. The character of
public documents issued from me public offices
in the city of Washington and directed to per-
sons authorized to receive them free, may be *

;designated bv a stamp specifying the office from *
which they issue, and the words *• public docu-
ments" or such olher evidences of their char. *',,•
acter as may be agreed upon between them and
the post«master of the city of Washington.—
Any document folded and sealed, not having
such evidence of its character on the envelope,
wiJl be rated with postages which will be remit-:
ted by the delivering post master, upon satisfac-
tory evidence that it is a public document, trans- Ad-
missible free through the mails lo the person (
addressed.

6. All letters and packages from and to the
heads of departments, or the other public offi- -
cers who were entitled to the franking privilege
prior to the passage .of the act of the 3d of ' %
March, 1345, in relation to the business of their
respective offices, will be delivered to the persons .
addressed, without any charge of postage, as #
an appropriation has been made by Congress \ V ' \
for their payment. AH letters and packages . " ;
issuing from the depar'ments should be marked
on the envelope " official business," and signed
by the heacta of the departments, or, under their
directions, by their chief clerks, and by the oth-
er officers who were entitled to the franking
privilege prior to the act of 1845, designating
their official capacity. But such officers have
not the right to send or receive free their pri.
vate letters or papers. A

7. All newspapers transmitted through the
mails will be hereafter rated with postage, except I
exchange papers between the publishers of news,
papers, and those franked by persons enjoying
the privilege, and contractors may take news,.

i papers out of the mails for sale or distribution,
Jjamong subscribers. *
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I from the. office of publicalion to subscribers,

hand bills, or circular letters, Sprinted or litho-
graphed, not exceeding one sheet in size, will

I pay three cents, upon delivery at the office and
( before they are put in the mails, and ait such
will be charged by deputy postmasters as pre-
paid matter in the way bills, and upon their ac-
counts of mails sent, and stamped or marked
" paid," with the name of the office from which
it was sent.

9. Transient newspapers, handbills, or cir-
culars, cannot be received free by deputy post-
masters under their privilege. if such should
be addressed to them, it is their duty to return
them to the sender under a new cover, charged
^with letter postage. If deposited in c post of-
fice unsealed, addressed to deputy post masters
or others, they will not in any case be forward-
ed by mail, without prepayment of the postage.
If scaled they will be rated with letter postage,
and forwarded in the mails.

10. Letters addressed to different persons
cannot *be enclosed in the same envelope or
ffaekage under a penalty of ten dollars, unless
addressed to foreign countries.

11. Letters, newspapers, and packages not
exceeding one ounce in weight, addressed to any
officer, musician, or private in the army of the
United States in Mexico, or at any post or place
on tfie frboifer of the United States bordering
on Mexico, will pass free in the mails. Each
letter so addressed, should specify, after the
name of the person, " belonging to the army."
The law will continue in force during the war
with Mexico, and for three months after its ter.
mination.

12. Extra commissions allowed deputy post-
masters by the order of the 9ih of July, 1845,
are superseded by the act of 3d of March,
1847.

1&, The commissions allowed by the 24ih
section of the act of the 3d of March, 1845,
are repealed, and other rates allowed by the 1st
section of the act of the-lst of March, 1847,
;n lieu of then., as follows :

l . O n the amount of letter postage, not ex-
ceeding 100 dollars in any one year, 40 per
sent. r.

2. On any sum between $100 and $400 in
any year, 33 1-2 per cent.

3. On any sum between $400 and $2,400 in
ihe year, 30 per cent.

4. On-any sum over $2,400 in a year, 12 1-2
per cent. ^ ,t

5. On the amount «f letters and packets
received for distribution at offices designated by
he oost master general for ibat purpose, 7 per

I



cent.
The term ipter postage includes all postages

received, except those which arise from news-
papers sent from the offices of the publishers to
subscribers, and from pamphlets and magazines

8(* *kat gN pj*e»paid postage upon transient.

papers, handbills and circulars, printed or lith-
ographed, will be treated as letter postage in the
settlement of accounts with post masters.

6. On all sums arising from the postage on
newspapers, magazines and pamphlets, 50 per
cent. .

7. As the-"accounts of postage have to be
settled quarterly, and their commissions allowed
for that time, the postmasters will credit them-
selves with 40 per cent, upon the first 25 dollars
received in the quarter, and for any sum between
twenty five dollars and one hundred dollars in
the quarter, at the rate of 33 1-3 per cent ; and

i upon any sum between one hundred and six
hundred dollars received in the quarter, 30 per
centum ; and on any sum over six hundred dol-
lars, received in the quarter, at the rate of It 1-2
per cent.

8. The commission accounts will be settled
as, heretofore, except that the annual compensa-
tion to which postmasters are limited, will be
computed for the fiscal year,commencmg on the
1st July, and ending the 30?h of June, and in
due proportion for any period less than a year.

9. No oiher allowances can be made to post-
rnfosters except box-rents to an amount not ex-
ceeding $2,000 per annum, and the surplus of
such receipts may be applied to the-expenses of
tjje office, under the direction of the post master
gene.rat. The emolument of box-rent account
must be accojnted for regularly in the quarterly
returns, and for the same quarter as other pro-
ceed* of the offioe.

10. Postmasters in their returns for the pres-
ent quarter otjJing the 3tst of March, 1847,
will adjust their accounts according to the above
allowances.— Washington Union.

C. JOHNSON, Post Master General.
* March 12, 1847.

r. V n. t




