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SECTJOK 1.—Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America t

That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby authorized and required to cause to be col-
lated and printed in pamphlet form, suitably for distribution, a complete edition, of not less than eighteen
thousand copies, of the Laws relating to the Post Office Department, together with the Regulations es-
tablished by said Department for the better conduct of its business ; and also a new and complete list of all
post offices in the United States ; showing their respective distances from Washington, and from the capitals
of the States in which the several offices are situated.

SECTION 2.—And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this
act, the sum of nine thousand one hundred dollars is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated.—Approved, August 29tk} 1842.

In obedience to this law, the following compilation of laws and regulations has been published. The
regulations are such as have been adopted by this Department for many years with such alterations and
additions thereto, as the change of the law and experience have suggested. They will be regarded and ob-
served by all deputy postmasters and others connected with the service of this Department. Upon the
diligence and fidelity of deputy postmasters and contractors in the discharge of their various duties, depend
mainly the character and usefulness of the public service of the Post Office Department.

CHARLES A. WICKLIFFE,
Postmaster General.

Augusts, 1843.

\





POST OFFICE LAWS.

AN ACT

Concerning Public Contracts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United /States of America in Con- Members
gress assembled, That, from and after the passage of of Congress
this act, no member of Congress shall, directly or in- n o t to con~
directly, himself, or by any other person whatsoever tract#

in trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his
account, undertake, execute, hold or enjoy, in the
whole or in part, any contract or agreement, hereafter
to be made or entered into with any officer of the Uni-
ted States, in their behalf, or with any person au-
thorized to make contracts on the part of the United
States; and if any member of Congress shall,, directly
or indirectly, himself, or by any other person whatso-
ever in trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his
account, enter into, accept of, agree for, undertake or
execute, any such contract or agreement, in the whole
or in part, every member so offending shall, for every .
such offence, upon conviction thereof, before any court ena y"
of the United States, or of the territories thereof, having
cognizance of such offence, be adjudged guilty of a high
misdemeanor, and shall be fined three thousand dollars ;
and every such contract or agreement as aforesaid shall,
moreover, be absolutely void and of no effect: Provided,,
nevertheless^ That in all cases where any sum or sums
«of money shall have been advanced on the part of the
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United States, in consideration of any such contract or
agreement, the same shall be forthwith repaid; and in
case of refusal or delay to repay the same, when de-
manded, by the proper officer of the department under
whose authority such contract or agreement shall have
been made or entered into, every person so refusing or
delaying, together with his surety or sureties, shall be
forthwith prosecuted at law for the recovery of any such
sum or sums of money advanced as aforesaid.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That nothing
herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend,

Exception, to any contract or agreement, made, or entered into, or
accepted by any incorporated company, where such
contract or agreement shall be made for the general
benefit of such incorporation or company, nor to the
purchase or sale of bills of exchange, or other property,.
by any member of Congress, where the same shall be
ready for delivery, and for which payment shall be made
at the time of making or entering into the contract or
agreement.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That in every
Condition to such contract or agreement, to be made, or entered into,
in public*^ O1 a c c e P t e ( ^ j as aforesaid, there shall be inserted an ex-
contracts, press condition that no member of Congress shall be ad-

mitted to any share or part of such contract or agree-
ment, or to any benefit to arise thereupon.

Penalty on S E C . 4. And be it further enacted, T h a t if any offi-
wl^sfall1 c e r o f * h e U n i t e d ; S t a t e s > o n behalf of the United States,,
contract shall directly or indirectly, make or enter into any con-
with a mem- tract, bargain or agreement, in writing or otherwise,-
ber« other than such as are herein exeepted, with any mem-

ber of Congress, such officer so offending, on conviction:
thereof, before any court having jurisdiction thereof,
shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of a high misde-
meanor, and be fined in a sum of three thousand dol-
lars.

Heads of S E C . 5. And be it further enacted, T h a t from and
Depart. af t er the passing of this act, it shall be the duty of the
S S di con- Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of War, Secretary of
tracts to t n e Navy, and the Postmaster General, annually, to lay
Congress, before Congress a statement of all the contracts which

have peen made in their respective departments, dur ing
the year preceding such report, exhibiting in such state-
ment the name of the contractor, th« arliele or th ing



3

•contracted for, the place where the article was to be de-
livered, or the thing performed, the sum to be paid for
its performance or delivery, the date and duration of
the contract.

[APPROVED, April 21, 1808.

AN ACT

Authorizing the transmission of certain Documents free of postage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- y^nts may
gress assembled, That the members of Congress, the ^e franked
delegates from Territories, the Secretary of the Senate, by members
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, be, and of Congress,
they are hereby, authorized to transmit, free of postage, an ° ers*
to any post office within the United States or the Terri-
tories thereof, any documents which have been, or may
be, printed by order of either House.

[APPROVED, December 19, 1821.

AN ACT

To discontinue certain Post Roads and to establish others.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That all waters
which steam-boats regularly pass from port to port, Certain

shall be considered and established as post roads, subject waters de
P to nAfH T^A

to the provisions contained in the several acts regulating roa(l3
 F

the post office establishment.
[APPROVED, March 3, 1823.

AN ACT

To reduce into one the several Acts for establishing and regulating the
Post Office Department.

JBe it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That there be established, at the seat
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of the Government of the United States, a General Post
Office, under the direction of a Postmaster General.
The Postmaster General shall appoint two Assistants,
and such clerks as may be necessary for the perform-
ance of the business of his office, and as are authorized
by law; and shall procure, and cause to be kept, a seal
for the said office, which shall be affixed to commissions
of Postmasters, and used to authenticate all transcripts
and copies which may be required from the Department.
He shall establish post offices, and appoint Postmasters,
at all such places as shall appear to him expedient, on
the post roads that are, or may be established by law.
He shall give his Assistants, the Postmasters, and all
other persons whom he shall employ, or who may be
employed, in any of the departments of the General
Post Office, instructions relative to their duty. He shall
provide for the carriage of the mail on all post roads
that are, or may be established by law, and as often as
he, having regard to the productiveness thereof, and
other circumstances, shall think proper. He may direct
the route or road, where there are more than one, be-
tween places designated by law for a post road, which
route shall be considered the post road. He shall obtain,
from the Postmasters, their accounts and vouchers for
their receipts and expenditures, once in three months,
or oftener, with the balances thereon arising in favor of
the General Post Office. He shall pay all expenses
which may arise in conducting the post office, and in
the conveyance of the mail, and all other necessary ex-
penses arising on the collection of the revenue, and man-
agement of the General Post Office. He shall prosecute
offences against the post office establishment. He shall,
once in three months, render to the Secretary of the
Treasury a quarterly account of all the receipts and
expenditures in the said Department, to be adjusted and
settled as other public accounts. He shall, also, super-
intend the business of the Department, in all the duties
that are, or may be, assigned to it: Provided. That, in
case of the death, resignation, or removal from office, of
the Postmaster General, all his duties shall be performed
by his senior Assistant, until a successor shall be ap-
pointed, and arrive at the General Post Office, to perform
the business.



SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
master General, and all other persons employed in the
General Post Office, or in the care, custody, or convey-
ance of the mail, shall, previous to entering upon the
duties assigned to them, or the execution of their trusts,
and before they shall be entitled to receive any emolu-
ment therefor, respectively take and subscribe the fol-
lowing oath, or affirmation, before some magistrate, and
cause a certificate thereof to be filed in the General Post
Office: " I, A B, do swear or affirm, (as the case may be) oath,
that I will faithfully perform all the duties required of
me, and abstain from every thing forbidden by the laws
in relation to the establishment of the post office and
post roads within the United States." Every person who
shall be, in any manner employed in the care, custody
conveyance, or management of the mail, shall be sub-
ject to all pains, penalties and forfeitures, for violating
the injunctions, or neglecting the duties, required of him
by the laws relating to the establishment of the post
office and post roads, whether such person shall have
taken the oath or affirmation, above prescribed, or
not.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
the duty of the Postmaster General, upon the appoint-
ment of any Postmaster, to require, and take of such
Postmaster, bond, with good and approved security, in BOIMJ#

such penalty as he may judge sufficient, conditioned for
the faithful discharge of all the duties of such Postmast-
er, required by law, or which may be required by any
instruction or general rule for the government of the
Department: Provided, however, That, if default shall Suits within
be made bv the Postmaster aforesaid, at any time, two yearsaf.
and the Postmaster General shall fail to institute su i t t e r ae l au l t-
against such Postmaster, and said sureties, for two years
from and after such default shall be made, then, and in
that* case, the said sureties shall not be held liable to
the United States, nor shall suit be instituted against
them.

SEC. 4. And he it further enacted, That the Post-Mail to
master General shall cause a mail to be carried from the Court
nearest post-office, on any established post road, to the ouscs#

Court House of any county which is now, or may
hereafter be, established in any of the States or Territo-
ries of the United States, and which is without a mail;



and the road on which such mail shall be transported,
shall become a post road, and so continue, until the
transportation thereon shall cease. It shall, also, be
lawful for the Postmaster General to enter into con-

Extended tracts, for a term not exceeding four years, for extending
post routes, the line of posts, and to authorize the persons so contract-

ing, as a compensation for their expenses, to receive, du-
ring the continuance of such contracts, at rates not ex-
ceeding those for like distances, established by this act, all
the postage which shall arise on letters, newspapers,
magazines, pamphlets, and packets, conveyed by any
such posts ; and the roads, designated in such contracts,
shall, during the continuance thereof, be deemed and
considered as post roads, within the provision of this
act; and a duplicate of every such contract shall, with-
in sixty days after the execution thereof, be lodged in the
office of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the United
States.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted* That the Postmast-
Mails in e r General be authorized to have the mail carried in any
* ^ T t S s tearn-boat, or other vessel, which shall be used as a

packet, in any of the waters of the United States, on
such terms and conditions as shall be considered expe-
dient : Provided, That he does not pay more than three
cents for each letter, and more than one-half cent for
each newspaper conveyed in such mail.

Steamboat SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
•letters to be the duty of every master or manager of any steam-boat,
deposited, which shall pass from one port or place to another port

or place in the United States, where a post office is
established, to deliver, within three hours after his arri-
val, if in the day time, and within two hours after the
next sunrise, if the arrival be in the night, all letters
and packets addressed to, or destined for, such port or
place, to the Postmaster there, for which he shall be
entitled to receive, of such Postmaster, two cents for
every letter or packet so delivered, unless the same shall
be carried or conveyed under a contract with the Post-
master General; and, if any master or manager of a
steam-boat shall fail so to deliver any letter or packet,
which shall have been brought by him, or shall have
been in his care, or within his power, he shall incur a pen-

Penalty. a i t y of thirty dollars for every such failure. And every
person, employed on board any steam-boat, shall deliver



every letter, and packet of letters, entrusted to such
person, to the master or manager of such steam-boat,
and before the said vessel shall touch at any other port
or place ; and for every failure or neglect so to deliver,
a penalty of ten dollars shall be incurred for each letter
or packet.

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That no other Mail carri-
than a free white person shall be employed in conveying erstobefrtc
the mail; and any contractor who shall employ, or per-
mit any other than a free white person to convey the
mail, shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty of
twenty dollars.

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That, when-
ever it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the
Postmaster General, that any road established, or which obstruction?
may hereafter be established as a post road, is obstruct- of post
ed by fences, gates, bars, or other than those law- routes, by
fully used on turnpike roads to collect their toll, and ences» &c<r

not kept in good repair, with proper bridges and ferries,
where the same may be necessary, it shall be the duty
of the Postmaster General to report the same to Con-
gress with such information as can be obtained, to ena-
ble Congress to establish some other road instead of it,
in the same main direction.

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted. That, if any per- jjetar<j;nK.
son shall, knowingly and wilfully, obstruct or retard the mail,
the passage of the mail, or of any driver or carrier, or
of any horse or carriage, carrying- the same, he shall, '
upon conviction for every such offence, pay a fine not
exceeding one hundred dollars; and if any ferryman shall, a t ferries,
by wilful negligence, or refusal to transport the mail
across any ferry, delay the same, he shall forfeit and
pay, for every ten minutes that the same shall be so Penalty,
delayed, a sum not exceeding ten dollars.

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
the duty of the Postmaster General to give public notice, Making
in one newspaper published at the seat of government c o n t r a c s '
of the United States, and in one or more of the news-
papers published in the State or States, or Territory,
where the contract is to be performed, for at least twelve
weeks before entering into any contract for carrying the
mail, that such contract is intended to be made, and
the day on which it is to be concluded, describing the
places from and to which such mail is to be conveyed,
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post office
hours.

the time at which it is to be made up, and the day and
hour at which it is to be delivered. He shall, moreover,
within ninety days after the making of any contract,
lodge a duplicate thereof, together with the proposals
which he shall have received respecting it, in the office
of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States :
Provided, That no contract shall be entered into for a
longer term than four years.

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That every
Postmaster shall keep an office, in which one or more
persons shall attend on every day on which a mail shall

i by land or water, as well as on other days, at
P G h l di

arrive,, y y
such hours as the Postmaster General shall direct, for
the purpose of performing the duties thereof; and it
shall be the duty of the postmaster, at all reasonable
hours, on every day of the week, to deliver, on demand,
any letter, paper, or packet, to the person entitled to, or
authorized to receive the same ; and all letters brought
to any post office half an hour before the time of ma-
king up the mail at such office, shall be forwarded
therein, except at such post-offices where, in the opin-
ion of the Postmaster General, it requires more time
for making up the mail, and which he shall accordingly
prescribe; but this shall, in no case, exceed one hour.

SEC. 12. And he it further enacted, That no fees or
No fees.&c perquisites shall be received by any person employed in

the General Post Office, on account of the duties to be
performed by virtue of his appointment.

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the fol-
lowing rates of postage be charged upon all letters and
packets, (excepting such as are excepted by law,) con-
veyed in the mail of the United States, viz : For every
letter composed of a single sheet of paper, conveyed not
exceeding thirty miles, six cents : Over thirty, and not
exceeding eighty, ten cents : Over eighty, and not ex-
ceeding one hundred and fifty, twelve and a half cents :
Over one hundred and fifty, and not exceeding four
hundred, eighteen and three quarters of a cent: Over
four hundred, twenty-five cents. And for every double
letter, or letter composed of two pieces of paper, double
those rates ; and for every tripple letter, or letter com-
posed of three pieces of paper, tripple those rates ; and
for every packet composed of four or more pieces of
paper, or one or more other articles, and weighing one

Office.

Rates of
postage.



ounce avoirdupois, quadruple those rates; and in that pro-
portion for all greater weights: Provided, That no packet
of letterSj conveyed by the water mails, shall be charged
with more than quadruple postage, unless the same shall
contain more than four distinct letters. No postmaster
shall receive, to be conveyed by the mail, any packet Limit of
which shall weigh more than three pounds; and the post- Jjf^eta t o

age marked on any letter or packet, and charged in the
post bill which may accompany the same, shall be conclu-
sive evidence in favor of the postmaster who delivers the
same, of the lawful postage tfhereon, unless such letter
or packet shall be opened in the presence of the post-
master or his clerk. Every four folio pages, of eight
quarto pages, or sixteen octavo, or twenty-four duodeci- Pamphlets,
mo pages, or pages of less size than that of a pam- Magazines,
phlet or magazine, whatever be the size of the paper of tWejoS-
which it is formed, shall be considered a sheet, and the nais.
surplus pages of any pamphlet or magazine shall also
be considered a sheet; and the Journals of the Legisla-
tures of the several States, not being bound, shall be lia-
ble to the same postage as pamphlets. Any memoran-
dum which shall be written on a newspaper, or other Memoran-
printed paper, pamphlet, or magazine, and transmitted by d u m on a

mail, shall be charged with letter postage: Provided, The n e w paper#

publisher of a newspaper may send a printed or written
notice to a subscriber, stating the amount due on his sub-
scription ; which notice shall be attached to the margin
of the newspaper, and the postmaster who delivers the
paper shall charge for such notice the same postage as
for a newspaper*

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow Postmas-
to each postmaster, such commission on the postages by mî sicm ôn
him collected, as shall be adequate to his services and letter post-
expenses : Provided, That his commission shall not
exceed the following several rates on the amount re-
ceived in one quarter, viz :

On a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, thirty
per cent.

On any sum over and above the first hundred dollars,
and not exceeding four hundred dollars, twenty-five per
cent.

On any sum over and above the first four hundred,
2
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and not exceeding two thousand four hundred dollars,
twenty per cent.

On any sum over and above the first two thousand
four hundred dollars, eight per cent.—

Except to the postmasters who may be employed in
receiving and despatching foreign mails, whose compen-
sation may be augmented, not exceeding twenty-five
dollars in one quarter; and excepting to the postmasters

Who rise at at offices where the mail is regularly to arrive between
night. fae j i o u r s of n m e o'clock at night and five o'clock ing

the morning, whose commission on the first hundred
dollars, collected in one quarter, may be increased to a
sum not exceeding fifty per cent. The Postmaster Gen-
eral may allow to the postmasters, respectively, a com-

p - mission of fifty per cent, on the moneys arising from
per postage, the postage of newspapers/magazines, and pamphlets;

and to the postmasters whose compensation shall not
exceed five hundred dollars in one quarter, two cents

On free let-f^ e very free letter, delivered out of the office, except-
ters. ^ng such as are for the postmaster himself; and each

/'Mail Rej?is_ postmaster, who shall be required to keep a register of
ter. the arrival and departure of the mails, shall be allowed

ten cents for each monthly return which he makes
thereof to the General Post Office. The Postmaster Ge-
neral may allow to the postmaster at New Orleans, at
the rate of eight hundred dollars a year in addition to
his ordinary commissions. The Postmaster General is
hereby authorized to allow to the postmaster of the city
of Washington, in addition to the allowance made by
this act, for postage collected and for free letters received
by him for delivery, a commission of five per cent, on
the amount of mails distributed at his office : Provided,

Proviso. nevertheless, That the whole annual emolument of the
said postmaster, including the extra compensation of
eight hundred dollars which is hereby allowed him,
shall be subject to the restrictions imposed by the forty-
first section of this act.

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That every letter
Ship Let- or packet, brought into the United States, or carried from

ters. o n e pOrt therein to another, in any private ship or ves-
sel, shall be charged with six cents, if delivered at the
post office where the same shall arrive ; and if destined
to be conveyed, by post, to any place3 with two cents-
added to the ordinaiy rates of postage.
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"SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any post-
master, or other person, authorized by the Postmaster illegal rates
Oeneral to receive the postage of letters, shall fraudu- °£ ^ ^ S '
iently demand or receive any rate of postage, or gratuity,
or reward, other than is provided by this act for the
postage of letters or packets, on conviction thereof, he
shall forfeit, for every such offence, one hundred dollars.

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That no ship
or vessel, arriving at any port within the United States Masters of
where a post office is established, shall be permitted to jtssel:Vi°
report, make entry, or break bulk, until the master or tew?*1

commander shall have delivered to the postmaster all
letters directed to any person or persons within the Uni-
ted States, or the territories thereof, which, under his
care, or within his power, shall be brought in such ship
or vessel, except such as are directed to the owner or
consignee of the ship or vessel. And it shall be the
duty of the collector, or other officer of the port empow-
ered to receive entries of ships or vessels, to require, from
every master or commander of such ship or vessel, an
oath or affirmation, purporting that he has delivered all
such letters, except as aforesaid; and if any commander
or master of any such ship or vessel shall break bulk
before he shall have complied with the requirements of
this act, every such offender shall, on conviction thereof,
forfeit, for every such offence, a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars.

SEC. IS. And be it further enacted, That the post-
master to whom such letters may be delivered, shall pay Two cent*
the master or commander, or other person delivering the for eachfc

same, except the commanders of foreign packets, two
cents for each letter or packet; and shall obtain from the
person delivering the same, a certificate, specifying the
number of letters and packets, with the name of the ship
or vessel, and the place from whence she last sailed;
which certificate, together with a receipt for the money)
shall be, with his quarterly accounts, transmitted to the
Postmaster General, who shall credit him with the
amount.

SEC. 19. And be it farther enacted, That no stage or N 0 letters
other vehicle, which regularly performs trips on a post to be carri-
road, or on a road parallel to it, shall convey letters ; nor e d cn 1

shall any packet boat or other vessel, which regularly er^v^an
plies on a water declared to be a post road, except such or water.
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as relate to some part of the cargo. For the violation of
this provision, the owner of the carriage, or other vehicle,

Penalty. or vessel, shall incur the penalty of fifty dollars. And
the person who has charge of such carriage, or other
vehicle, or vessel, may be prosecuted under this section,
and the property in his charge may be levied on and
sold, in satisfaction of the penalty, and costs of suit:
Provided, That it shall be lawful for any one to send
letters by special messenger.

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That the deputy
postmasters, and other agents of the Postmaster General,

' , shall duly account, and answer to him, for all way let-
} e e r s ters which shall come to their hands ; and for this pur-

pose, the post riders, and other carriers of the mail, re-
ceiving any way letter or letters, (and it shall be their
duty to receive them, if presented more than one mile
from a post office,) shall deliver the same, together
with the postage, if paid, at the first post office to which
they shall afterwards arrive ; where the postmaster shall
duly enter the same, and specify the number, and rate
or rates, in the post bill, adding to the rate of each way

One cent for letter one cent, which shall be paid by the postmaster to
each. t | l e m a i i carrier from whom such way letters shall be

received.
SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That if any per-

DetaJnir. s o n e m pl°y e d in any of the departments of the Post
delaying, Office establishment, shall unlawfully detain, delay, or
opening, or open, any letter, packet, bas:, or mail of letters, with
destroying, w n i c h he shall be entrusted, or which shall have come
or"packet* t o n^s possession, and which are intended to be convey-
&c. ' ed by post; or, if any such person shall secrete, embez-

zle, or destroy, any letter or packet entrusted to such
person as aforesaid, and which shall not contain any se-
curity for, or assurance relating to money, as hereinafter
described, every such offender, being thereof duly con-
victed, shall, for every such offence, be fined, not ex-

Penalty ceeding three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, not ex-
ceeding six months, or both, according to the circum-
stances and aggravations of the offence. And if any
person, employed as aforesaid, shall secrete, embezzle,
or destroy, any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters,
with which he or she shall be entrusted, or which shall
have come to his or her possession, and are intended to
be conveyed by post, containing any bank note or bank
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post bill, bill of -exchange, warrant of the Treasury of if contain-
the United States, note of assignment of stock in the 5"£ money,
funds, letters of attorney for receiving annuities or divi- *
dends, or for selling stock in the funds, or receiving the
interest thereof, or any letter of credit, or note for, or
relating to, payment of moneys, or any bond, or war-
rant, draft, bill, or promissory note, covenant, contract,
or agreement, whatsoever, for, or relating to, the pay-
ment of money, or the delivery of any article of value,
or the performance of any act, matter,'or thing, or any
receipt, release, acquittance, or discharge of, or from,
any debt, covenant, or demand, or any part thereof, or
any copy of any record of any judgment, or decree, in
any court of law, or chancery, or any execution which
may have issued thereon, or any copy of any other re-
cord, or any other article of value, or any writing repre-
senting the same; or if any such person, employed as
aforesaid, shall steal, or take, any of the same out of any stealing,
letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, that shall come to &c*
his or her possession, such person shall, on conviction
for any such offence, be imprisoned not less than ten penalty to
years, nor exceeding twenty-one years ; and if any per- those in
son who shall have taken charge of the mails of the p o s t office
United States, shall quit or desert the same before such J^JJt"
person delivers it into the post office kept at the termina- _ .. ".
! • /. A l - i -i • A. Quitting-, cr

tion of the route, or some known mail carrier, or agent deserting
of the General Post Office, authorized to receive the the mail.
same, every such person, so offending, shall forfeit and
pay a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars for every
such offence ; and if any person concerned in carrying Penalty.
the mail of the United States, shall collect, receive, or
carry any letter, or packet, or shall cause or procure the Mailcarri-
same to be done, contrary to this act, every such offend- fop^J^"*1^
er shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, a sum letters?m°
not exceeding fifty dollars.

SEC. 22. And be it further enacted. That if any per-
son shall rob any carrier of the mail of the United States, Robbing the
or other person entrusted therewith, of such mail, or of mai1*
part thereof, such offender or offenders shall, on convic-
tion, be imprisoned not less than five years, nor exceed- Penalty,
ing ten years : and, if convicted a second time of a like
offence, he or they shall suffer death ; or, if, in effecting-
such robbery of the mail, the first time, the offender shall
ivound the person having custody thereof, or put his life
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Attempting
to rob.

Stealing the
mail,or from
the mail, or
embezzling,
&c.

Penalty.

Opening1,
prying into,
or destroy-
ing letters.

Penalty.

Cutting or
destroying
mail bags or
portman-
teaus.

in jeopardy, by the use of dangerous weapons, such of-
fender or offenders shall suffer death. And if any per-
son shall attempt to rob the mail of the United States, by
assaulting- the person having custody thereof, shooting
at him or his horse or mule, or threatening him with
dangerous weapons, and the robbery is not effected,
every such offender, on conviction thereof, shall be pun-
ished by imprisonment, not less than two years, nor ex-
ceeding ten years. And, if any person shall steal the
mail, or shall steal or take from, or out of, any mail, or
from, or out of, any post office, any letter or packet; or,
if any person shall take the mail, or any letter or packet
therefrom, or from any post office, whether with or with-
out the consent of the person having custody thereof,
and shall open, embezzle, or destroy, any such mail, let-
ter, or packet, the same containing any article of value,
or evidence of any debt, due, demand, right or claim, or
any release, receipt, acquittance, or discharge, or any
other article, paper, or thing, mentioned and described in
the twenty-first section of this act; or, if any person
shall, by fraud or deception, obtain from any person hav-
ing custody thereof, any mail, letter or packet, contain-
ing any article of value, or evidence thereof, or either of
the writings referred to, or next abovementioned, such
offender or offenders, on conviction thereof, shall be im-
prisoned, not less than two, nor exceeding ten years.
And, if any person shall take any letter or packet, not
containing any article of value, nor evidence thereof, out
of a post office, or shall open any letter, or packet, which
shall have been in a post office, or in custody of a mail
carrier, before it shall have been delivered to the person
to whom it is directed, with a design to obstruct the cor-
respondence, to pry into another's business, or secrets ; or
shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy, any such mail, letter,
or packet, such offender, upon conviction, shall pay, for
every such offence, a sum not exceeding five hundred dol-
lars, and be imprisoned, not exceeding twelve months.

SEC. 23. And be it further enacted', That, if anyperS
son shall rip, cut, tear, burn, or otherwise injure, any
valise, portmanteau, or other bag, used, or designed to
be used, by any person acting under the authority of the
Postmaster General, or any person in whom his powers
are vested, in a conveyance of any mail, letter, packet or
newspaper, or pamphlet, or shall draw or break any sta-
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pie, or loosen any part of any lock, chain, or strap, at- Loosening
tached to, or belonging to any such valise, portmanteau, ^ ^
or bag, with an intent to rob, or steal any mail, letter,
packet, newspaper, or pamphlet, or to render either of
the same insecure, every such offender, upon conviction,
shall, for every such offence, pay a sum not less than
one hundred dollars, nor exceeding five hundred dollars,
or be imprisoned, not less than one year, nor exceeding
three years, at the discretion of the court before whom
such conviction is had.

SEC. 24. And be it further enacted, That every per-
son, who, from and after the passage of this act, shall Aiders and
procure, and advise, or assist, in the doing or perpetra- abtttor*.
tion of any of the acts or crimes by this act forbidden,
shall be subject to the same penalties and punishments
as the persons are subject to, who shall actually do or
perpetrate any of the said acts or crimes, according to
the provisions of this act.

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted. That every per-
son who shall be imprisoned, by a judgment of court,
under and by virtue of the twenty-first, twenty-second,
twenty-third, or twenty-fourth sections of this act, shall
be kept at hard labor during the period of such impris-
onment.

SEC. 26. And be it further enacted. That the post-
masters shall, respectively, publish, at the expiration of Adtrerfi-
every three months, or oftener, when the Postmaster s'n£ letter*
General shall so direct, in one of the newspapers pub- on hand*
lished at or nearest the place of his residence, for three
successive weeks, a list of all the letters remaining in
their respective offices, or instead thereof, shall make out
a number of such lists, and cause them to be posted at
such public places in their vicinity, as shall appear to them
best adapted for the information of the parties concern-
ed; and at the expiration of the next three months, shall
send such of the said letters as then remain on hand, as
dead letters, to the General Post Office, where the same Dead Ie*»
shall be opened and inspected; and if any valuable pa- ters>

pers, or matters of consequence, shall be found therein,
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to return
such letter to the writer thereof, or cause a descriptive
list thereof to be inserted in one of the newspapers pub-
lished at the place most convenient to the supposed resi-
dence of the owner, if within the United States; and

#>»
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Officers en
titled to
frank.

such letter, and the contents, shall be preserved, to be
delivered to the person to whom the same shall be ad-
dressed, upon payment of the postage, and the expense
of publication. And if such letter contain money, the
Postmaster General may appropriate it to the use of the
Department, keeping an account thereof, and the amount
shall be paid by the Department to the rightful claimant
so soon as he shall be found.

SEC. 27. And be it farther enacted, That letters and
Free letters, packets to and from the following officers of the United

States, shalljie^received^nd conveyed by post free of
postage nEach postmaster, provided each of his letters or
packets shall not exceed half an ounce in weight; each
member of the Senate, and each member and delegate of
the House of Representatives of the Congress of the Uni-
ted States ; the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the
House of Representatives, provided each letter or packet
(except documents printed by the order of either House
of Congress,) shall not exceed two ounces in weight,
and during their actual attendance in any session of Con-
gress, and sixty days before and after such session, and
in case of excess of weight, that excess alone shall be
paid for; the President of the United States, Vice Presi-
dent; the Secretary of State, of the Treasury, of War,
of the Navy; Attorney General; Postmaster General,
and the Assistant Postmasters General; the Comptrol-
lers of the Treasury, Auditors, Register, Treasurer, and
Commissioner of the General Land Office ; and such in-
dividual who shall have been, or may hereafter be, Pres-
ident of the United States; and each may receive news-
papers by post, free of postage: Provided, That post-
masters shall not receive, free of postage, more than one
daily newspaper each, or what is equivalent thereto; nor
shall members of the Senate, or of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Clerk of the House, or Secretary of the
Senate, receive newspapers, free of postage, after their
privilege of franking shall cease.

SEC. 28. And he it further enacted, That if any per-
shall frank any letter or letters, other than those

Free news
papers.

Persons
entitled to
frank, not
to frank for
others.:
Penalty.

sonwritten by himself, or by his order on the business of
his office, he shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of
ten dollars, and it shall be the especial duty of postmas-
ters to prosecute for said offence: Provided, That the
Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of State, Secretary
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of War, Secretary of the Navy, and Postmaster Gene-
ral, may frank letters or packets on official business, pre-
pared in any other public office, in the absence of the
principal thereof. And if any person, having the right
to receive his letters free of postage, shall receive, en- Letters en-
closed to him, any letter or packet addressed to a person jjjf8?^11

not having that right, it shall be his duty to return the
same to the post office, marking thereon the place from
whence it came, that it may be charged with postage.
A.nd if any person shall counterfeit the hand-writing or Counterfeit-
frank of any person, or cause the same to be done, in ing franks,
order to avoid the payment of postage, each person, so
offending, shall pay, for every such offence, five hundred
dollars.

SEC. 29. And be it further enacted, That every prin- Printers'
ter of newspapers may send one paper to each and every exchange
other printer of newspapers^ within the United States, PaPers rce*
free of postage, under such regulations as the Postmas-
ter General shall provide.

SEC. 30. And be it further enacted. That all news- Newspa-
papers conveyed in the mail, shall be under cover, open,per8#

at one end, and charged with a postage of one cent each, Vo§tsSe'
for any distance not more than one hundred miles, and
one and a half cents ffrr any greater distance: Provi-
ded, That the postage of a single newspaper from any '
one place to another, in the same State, shall not exceed
one cent; and the Postmaster General shall require those
who receive newspapers by post, to pay always the
amount of one quarter's postage in advance: and should Paid in ad-
the publisher of any newspaper, after being Jhree months vance*
previously notified that his papej is not takeii out of the when sold
office to which it is sent for delivery, continue to forward for postage,
such paper in the mail, the postmaster to whose office
such paper is sent, may dispose of the same, for the
postage, unless the publisher shall pay it. If any per- . .
son employed in any department of the post office, shall emS°Km? •
improperly detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy, any news- or destroy?"
paper, or shall permit any other person to do the like, ing them,
or shall open, or permit any other to open, any mail, or
packet, of newspapers, not directed to the office where
he is employed, such offender shall, on conviction there-
of, forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, for every such Penalty,
offence. And if any other person shall open any mail
or packet of newspapers, or shall embezzle or destroy

3
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the same, not being directed to such person, or not being
authorized to receive or open the same, such offender
shall, on conviction thereof, pay a sum not exceeding
twenty dollars, for every such offence. And if any per*

stealing son shall take, or steal, any packet, bag, or mail of news-
m papers, from, or out of any post office, or from any per-

son having custody thereof, such person shall, on con^
viction, be imprisoned, not exceeding three months, for
every such offence, to be kept at hard labor during the
period of such imprisonment. If any person shall en-

' , . close or conceal a letter, or other thing, or any memo-
Enclosiner , . • ,• • I T . *

in them let- randum in wrjtmg, in a newspaper, pamphlet, or maga-
ters, &c. or zine, or in any package of newspapers, pamphlets, or
writing on magazines, or make any writing or memorandum there'
them. o n k i h h h l l h d l i d i t t ffi

y g
^ shall have delivered into any post office,

or to any person for that purpose, in order that the same
may be carried by post, free of letter postage, he shall

Penalty. forfeit the sum of five dollars for every such offence;
and the letter, newspaper, package, memorandum, or
other thing, shall not be delivered to the person to whom
it is directed, until the amount of single letter postage is
paid for each article of which the package is composed,
No newspapers shall be received by the postmasters, to

To be dried be conveyed by post, unless they are sufficiently dried,
and num- a n ( j enclosed in proper wrappers, on which, besides the

e r e " direction, shall be noted the number of papers which
are enclosed for subscribers, and the number for printers:
Provided, That the number need not be endorsed, if
the publisher shall agree to furnish the postmaster, at
the close of each quarter, a certified statement of the
number of papers sent in the mail, chargeable with post-

Privilege to aoe* The Postmaster General, in any contract he may
mail cam- enter into for the conveyance of the mail, may authorize
ers to carry thep erson with whom such contract is to be made, to carry
newspapers newspapers, magazines and pamphlets, other than those
Proviso. conveyed in the mail: Provided, That no preference

shall be given to the publisher of one newspaper over
Periodical l ^ a t °^ a n o t n e r > m t n e same place. When the mode of

magazines conveyance, and the size of the mail will admit of it,
and pamph- such magazines and pamphlets as are published periodi-
lets- cally, may be transported in the mail, to subscribers, at
Postage. one and a half cents a sheet, for any distance not exceed-
Not period- m& o n e hundred miles, and two and a half cents for any
ical. greater distance. And such magazines and pamphlets
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are not published periodically* if sent in the mail,
shall be charged with a postage of four cents on each
sheet, for any distance not exceeding one hundred miles,
and six cents for any greater distance.

SEC. 31. And be it further enacted, That, if any post- Delinquent
master, or other person authorized to receive the postage postmaster*
of letters and packets, shall neglect or refuse to render
his accounts, and pay over to the Postmaster General the
balance by him due, at the end of every three months,
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to cause
a suit to be commenced against the person or persons so To be sued,
neglecting or refusing: That all suits, which shall be
hereafter commenced, for the recovery of debts or balan-
ces due to the General Post Office, whether they appear
by bond or obligations^ made in the name of the existing,
or any preceding Postmaster General, or otherwise, shall
be instituted in the name of the "Postmaster General of
the United States." That certified statements, under the
seal of the General Post Office, of the accounts of the
several postmasters and contractors", after the same shall
have been examined and adjusted at that office, shall be
admitted as evidence in all suits brought by the Post-
master General for the recovery of balances or debts due
from postmasters or contractors ; and also certified copies
of the Quarterly accounts of postmasters ; or, if lodged
in the Treasury, copies, certified by the Register, under
the seal of his office, shall be admitted as evidence.

SEC. 32. And be it further enacted, That, if any post- Penalty fiw
master shall neglect to render his accounts for one month *ults*
after the time, and in the form and manner prescribed by
law, and by the Postmaster General's instructions, con-
formable therewith^ he shall forfeit double the value of
the postages which shall have arisen at the same office
in any equal portion of time previous or subsequent
thereto; or, in case no account shall have been rendered
at the time of trial of such case* then such sum as the
court and jury shall estimate, equivalent thereto, to be
recovered by the Postmaster General, in an action of
debt, on the bond against the postmaster and his securi-
ties, and for which the securities shall be liable.

SEC. 33. And be it further enacted^ That all pecu- o f fine«-
niary penalties and forfeitures, incurred under this act,
shall be one half for the use of the person or persons
informing and prosecuting for the same, and the other



20

half to the use of the United States, and shall be paid
over to the Postmaster General, and accounted for by
him as other moneys of the Department.

SEC. 34. And be it further enacted, That it shall b<
Hails be- lawful for the Postmaster (General to make provision

yond sea. w nere it may be necessary, for the receipt of all letters
and packets intended to be conveyed by any ship or ves
eel beyond sea, or from any port in the tJnited States tc
another port therein; and the letters so received shall bt
formed into a mail, sealed up, and directed to the post-
master of the port to which such ship or vessel shall be
bound; and for every letter or packet so received, there

Postage* shall be paid, at the time of its reception, a postage of
one cent, which shall be for the use of the postmasters
respectively receiving the same. And the Postmaster
General may make arrangements with the postmasters
in any foreign country, for the reciprocal receipt and de-
livery of letters and packets through the post office.

SEC. 35. And be it further enacted, That the post-
Exemption masters, postriders, and drivers of the mail stages, shall

k fr ilii di d i j i 1, p , g ,
ancHiiry k® e x e m P t fr°m militia duties, and serving on j«ries, or1

duty. any fine or penalty for neglect thereof.
SEC. 36. And be it further enacted, That letter car-

Letter cat* riers shall be employed at such post offices as the Post-
ner master General shall direct, for the delivery of letters in

the places, respectively, where such post offices are es-
tablished; and, for the delivery of each such letter, the
letter carrier may receive, of the person to whom the de-
livery is made, two cents: Provided, That no letter
shall be delivered to such letter carrier for delivery, ad-
dressed to any person who shall have lodged at the post
offiee a written request that the letter shall be detained

Letter-box in the office* And, for every letter lodged at any post
letters, one offi.ee, not to be carried by post, but to be delivered at the
tteot" place where it is so lodged, the postmaster shall receive

one cent of the person to whom it shall be delivered.
SEC. 37. And be it further enacted, That all causes

State # of action arising under this act, may be sued, and all of-
ufts* ju- fencjers against this act, may be prosecuted, before the

ion. justices o f the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts
of the several States, and of the several Territories of
the United States, they having competent jurisdiction, by
the laws of such States or Territories, to the trial of
claims and demands of as great value, and of the pros-



t&cutions, where the punishments are of as great extent j
and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary, shall take
cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and execu-
tion, as in other cases.

SEC. 38. And be it further enacted, That, in all suits
or causes arising under this act, the court shall proceed
to trial, and render judgment the first term after such suit
shall be commenced: Provided, always, That, when-
ever service of the process shall not have been made
twenty days, at least, previous to the return day of such
term, the defendant shall be entitled to one continuance,
if the court, on the statement of such defendant, shall
judge it expedient: Provided also, That, if the defend-
ant in such suits shall make affidavit that he has a claim
against the General Post Office, not allowed by the Post-
master General, although submitted to him conformably
to the regulations of the Post Office, and shall specif^
such claim in the affidavit, and that he could not be pre-
pared for the trial at such term, for want of evidence^
the court, in such case, being satisfied in those respects^
may grant a "continuance until the next succeeding term;
and the Postmaster General shall be authorized to dis- postmaster
charge from imprisonment any person confined in jail, General
on any judgment in a civil case, obtained in behalf of the m*$ ^
Department: Provided, It be made to appear that the
defendant has no property of any description: And pro-
vided, That such release shall not bar a subsequent exe-
cution against the property of the defendant.

SEC. 39. And be it further enacted, That it shall be Post roads
the duty of the Postmaster General to report, annually, n.ot Produ-
to Congress, every post road which shall not, after the J^"^"6"
Second year from its establishment, have produced one-
third of the expense of carrying the mail on the same.

SEC. 40. And be it further enacted, That the Adju- Adjutant
tant General of the militia of each State and Territory General of
shall have a right to receive, by mail, free of postage, J ^ f 8

from any Major General or Brigadier General thereof,
and to transmit to said Generals, any letter or packet,
relating solely to the militia of such State or Territory:
Provided, always, That every such officer, before he
delivers any such letter or package for transmission,
shall, in his own proper hand writing, on the outside
thereof, endorse the nature of the papers enclosed, and
thereto subscribe his name and office, and shall previous-
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ly furnish the postmaster of the office where he shall de-
posit the same, with a specimen of his signature. And

Fenalty. jf a n y such officer shall frank any letter or package, irt
which shall be contained- any thing relative to any sub-
ject other than of the militia of such State or Territory^
every offender shall, on conviction of every such offence^
forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars.

SEC. 41. And be it further enacted^ That, whenever
Surplus of the annual emoluments of any postmaster, after deduct-

P°^.mas* ing therefrom the necessary expenditures incident to1 his-
mentis over office, shall amount to more than two thousand dollars,?
$2yooo per the surplus shall be accounted for, and paid to the Post-
annunw master General^ and by5 him to be accounted for in the

same manner as other moneys accruing from the Posl
Office establishment.

SEC. 42. And be it further enacted^ That no post-
Fostmas- master, assistant postmaster, or clerk, employed in any

ters, &c.«ot pOgt office, shall be a contractor, &s concerned in a con-
tractapsT' *r^c t for carrying' the mail: Provided, That this section*

shall not interfere with contracts heretofore made.
SEC. 43. And be it further enacted, That no addi-

increase-of tional allowance shall be made, by the Postmaster Gen-'
pay of con- eral, to the contractor or terrier of any mail, on any
t S L r e i T0Utej over or beyond tlie amount stipulated in? the con-

tract entered into for the transportation of the mail on
such route, unless additional service shall be required j-
and then no additional compensation shall be allowed,
to exceed the exact proportion of the original amount
to the additional duties required; and the Postmaster'
General shall, in all such cases, within thirty days there-
after, transmit to the First Comptroller of the Treasury'
an account of such additional services^ and the compen-
sation to be allowed therefor.

SEC. 54. And be it further enacted, That any person or"
proposers persons, who shall hereafter make any proposal in wri-
rcoDtnefe ting,.to' carry or transport the mail upon any route or

who do wot routes, which may be advertised to be let, and such per-
compiy SOI1 o r pergojjs shall be determined by the Postmaster

General to be entitled to the contract, by virtue of such
proposition, and such person or persons shall fail or re-
fuse to enter into an obligation, with good and sufficient
security, to perform such contract within the time re-
quired by the Postmaster General, in such advertise-
ment, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay so
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laauch money as shall be the difference between the
amount contained in such proposal, and the amount the
Postmaster General shall have to pay for the same trans-
portation of the mail on such mute or routes; which
sum may be recovered by the Postmaster General in an
action on the case.

S E C . 45. And be it further enacted. That if any per- Aiders and
son shall buy, receive5 or conceal, or aid in buying, re- mJIfJJJ.0

reiving, or concealing, any article mentioned in the twen- bers.
ty-first section of this act, knowing tjie same to haye been
stolen or embezzled from the mail of the United States,
or out of any post office, or from any person having the
custody of the said mail, or the letters sent or to be sent
therein; or if any person shall be accessory after the fact
to any robbery of the carrier of the mail of the United
States, or other person entrusted therewith, of such mail,
or of part thereof, every person, so offending, shall, on
conviction thereof, pay a fine not exceeding two thou- Penalty,
sand dollars, and be imprisoned and confined to hard
labor for any time not exceeding ten years. And such
person or persons, so offending, may be tried and con-
victed without the principal offender being first tried,
provided such principal offender has fled from justice,
or cannot be found to be put on his trial.

SEC. 46. And be it further enacted. That all aets and Repeal of
parts of acts which have been passed for the establish- foi>mer acte

ment aad regulation of the General Post Office, shall be,
and the same are hereby, repealed: Provided, That the
act, entitled "An Act concerning public contracts," ap-
proved on the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight
hundred and eight, shall not be affected hereby, but shall
remain in full force and virtue: And provided, also, ,.
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to af- rovtsos*
feet, or extend to, any offence committed against the laws,
now in force, intended by this act to be repealed; but
the same shall be prosecuted, and determined, and pun-
ished, according to the said laws; nor to affect any ex-
isting contract, or debt, or demand, due to or from the ..
Department; but all such offences, crimes, debts, duties,
demands, and contracts, shall be held in force, and ad-
judged, determined, and executed, according to the pre-
sent laws in force, as though this act had not passed;
nor shall it affect any appointments to office made under
the laws hereby repealed.

[APPROVED, March 3, 1825.
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AN ACT
To establish certain Pdst Roads, and to discontinue others.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That all post
routes which hereafter, within the term of three succes-
sive years, fail to yield one-fourth of the expense inci-
dent to its establishment, shall be discontinued by the
Postmaster General, unless in cases where it may be ne-
cessary as a connection or continuance of a route or

Certain post routes: Provided, also. That this section shall not be so
routes to be construed as to deprive the seat of justice, in each county,
discantin- o f o n e jmajj going to and from said town.
^ [APPROVED, March 3, 1825.

AN ACT
Amendatory of the Act regulating the Post Office Department.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That the Postmaster General be authorized
to allow to the postmasters at the several distributing
offices, a commission, not to exceed five per cent, on the
amount of postage on letters and packets received for
distribution. The allowance to commenee on the third
of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-five: Provided,

Commission That, if the number of mails received at, and despatch-
allowed to ed from, any such office, is not increased by the distribu-
postmasters ting system, then no allowance shall be made therefor,
at dislribu- i t • •% . . . - '
tini offices. e x c e P t where special provision is made.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
Proviso, master General be authorized to allow to each postmas-

ter one cent for every letter received from any ship or
vessel, and mailed by him, Provided his usual commis-
sion, together with the allowance aforesaid, shall not ex-
ceed the sum of two hundred dollars a year. And the

Allowance letter carriers employed at post offices shall be author-
for ship let- jze (j to r e c e i v e for each newspaper delivered by them, an
tersreceiv'd«_ ,-. , , r r ' J

and matted. n a " cent, and no more.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That no person*,

other than the Postmaster General, or his authorized
car- agents, shall set up any foot or horse post,- for the con-

veyance of letters and packets, upon any post-road,
which is or may be established as such by law. And
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every person who shall offend hereiH* shall incur a pen-
alty of not exceeding fifty dollars, for each letter or
packet so carried.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Com- Franking
missioners of the Navy Board, the Adjutant General, ^ " ^ ^
Commissary General. Inspectors General, Q,uartermss- ftrialn°effi
ter General, Paymaster General, the Secretary of the cers.
Senate. Clerk of the House of Representatives, and
Superintendent of the Patent Office, be authorized to
frank, and to receive lettters and packets by post, free of *
postage, arid that no other persons or officers, excepting1

those enumerated herein, and in the act " to reduce into
one the several acts establishing and regulating the Post
Office Department," passed on the third of March,
eighteen hundred and twenty-five, shall be authorized
to frank or to receive letters through the mail free of
postage.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That one or more "Rule* for
pieces of paper, mailed as a letter, and weighing one j:h"rPny
ounce, shall be charged with quadruple postage, and at
the same rate, should the weight be greater ; and quad-
ruple postage shall be charged on all packets containing
four pieces of paper. Every printed pamphlet or mag- RuUs for
azine which contains more than twenty-four pages on a charging
royal sheet, or any sheet of less dimensions, shall be p

o™
pheCt

charged by the sheet, and small pamphlets printed on a p ° s **&e*
half or quarter sheet of royal, or less size, shall be
charged with half the amount of postage charged on a
full sheet; and there shall be printed or written, on one
of the outer pages of all pamphlets and magazines, to
be sent by mail, the number of sheets they contain ;
and if such number shall not be truly stated, double
postage shall be charged.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That no Post- NoPo«tma«-
master or assistant Postmaster shall act as agent f°r a^5£,k

t
ss i t

lottery offices, or under any color of purchase, or other- ter to act
wise, vend lottery tickets ; nor shall any Postmaster re- agent for
ceive free of postage, or frank, lottery schemes, circu- 'ottery offl-
lars, or tickets. For a violation of this provision, the ces*
person offending shall suffer a penalty of fifty dollars.

[APPROVED, March 2, 1827.

•
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RESOLUTION
Authorizing the Speaker of the House of Representatives to franls;

letters and packages.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress
Speaker en- assembled, That the Speaker of the House of Repre-
titledto sentatives of the United States be, and is hereby, author-
fk jze (j t o frank a n ( j to receive letters and packages by

mail, free of postage. [APPROVEB, April 3, 1828.,

AN ACT
To provide for the appointment of a Solicitor of the Treasury.
Part of Sec. 11. All letters to and from the Solici-

tor of the Treasury, relating to the duties and business
of his office, shall be transmitted by mail free of post-
age. [APPROVED, May 29, 1830.

RESOLUTION
In relation to the transmission of public Documents printed by order

of either House of Congress.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress
Repealing assembled, That nothing contained in the act to reduce
clause of the into one the several acts establishing and regulating the
actof M?rch Post Office Department, approved March third, one
flf®3lim" thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, shall be con-

strued to repeal or limit the operation of the act author-
izing the transmission of certain documents free of post-
age, approved December nineteenth, one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-one.

[APPROVED, January 13, 1831.

AN ACT
To provide for the ap jointment of a Commissioner of Indian Affairs*

and for other purposes.
Part of Sec. 3. All letters and packages to and from

the said Commissioner, touching the business of his
office, shall be free of postage.

[APPROVED, July 9, 1832.



AN ACT
Making appropriations for the Civil and Diplomatic expenses of Gov-

ernment for the year 1833.
SEC. 6. And he it further enacted. That so much p

of the twenty-seventh section of the act approved third c ause'
of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five,
as restricts the franking privilege of members of Con-
gress to the period of sixty days before and after each
session, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed ;. and Franking
it shall be lawful for the said privilege to be exercised by ^
each member of Congress from the period of sixty days
before he takes his seat in Congress, until the meeting
of the next Congress, and that said privilege shall be ex-
tended to all members of the present Congress until the
next session,

[APPROVED, March 2, 1833.

. AN ACT
Authorizing the Governors of the several Slates to transnrrit^by mail

certain Books and Documents.
SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled. That it shall be lawful for the
Governors of the several States to transmit by mail, free
of postage, all laws and reports, whether bound or un-
bound, and all records and documents of their respec-
tive States, which may be directed by the Legislature of
the several States to be transmitted to the Executives
of other States; and the Governor of the State trans-
mitting the same shall, in addition to his frank, endorse
the kind of book or document enclosed, and direct the
same to the Governor of the State to which the same
may be sent. [APPROVED, June 30, 1S34.

AN ACT
Mailing1 appropriations for the p.'.yrnent cf the "Revolutionary and

other Pensioners of the Uivted St.rtes^ for the year 1836.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That hereafter certain ba?

no bank notes of less denomination than ten dollars, notes not t
and that from and after the third day of March, anno b e offered
Domini eighteen hundred and thirty seven, no bank paymep'*
note of less denomination than twenty dollars shall be
offered in payment in any case whatsoever in which
money is to be paid by the United States or the Post
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Office Department; nor shall any bank note, of any
% denomination, be so offered, unless the same shall be

payable, and paid on demand, in gold or silver coin, at
the place where issued, and which shall not be equiva-
lent to specie at the place where offered, and converta-
ble into gold or silver upon the spot, at the will of the
holder, and without delay or loss to him: Provided,
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to
make any thing but gold or silver a legal tender by
any individual, or by the United States.

[APPROVED, April 14, 1836.

AN ACT
To regulate the Deposited oY the Public Money.

SEC. 5. And be it further enactedr That no bank
shall be selected or continued as a place of deposites
of the, public money which shall not redeem its notes
and bills on demand in specie ; nor shall any bank be
selected or continued as aforesaid, which shall, after
the fourth day of July, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and thirty six, issue or pay out any note or
bill of less denomination than five dollars ; nor shall
the notes or bills of any bank be received in payment
of any debt due to the United States, which shall, after
the said fourth day of July in the year one thousand
eight hundred and thirty six, issue any note or bill of
a less denomination than five dollars.

[APPROVED, June 23, 1836.

AN ACT
To change the organization of the Pos' Office Department, and to pro-

vide more effectually for the settlement of the accounts thereof.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives of the United States of America in Con-
Revenues to gress assembled, That the revenues arising in the
thePTrelsu°- *>ost O f f i c e Department, and all debts due to the same,
Yjm shall, when collected, be paid, under the direction of

the Postmaster General, into the Treasury of the
United States.

Postmaster SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
1 estU ̂ a s t e r General shall submit to Congress at the next
lie. and each succeeding annual session, specific esti-



mates of the sums of money expected to be required #
for the service of the Department in the subsequent
year, commencing on the first day of July, under the
following1 heads, viz : " Compensation of Postmasters,"
4'Transportation of the Mails/' "Ship, steam-boat, and
way letters," Wrapping; paper," " Office furniture,"
"Advertising," "Mail bags," "Blanks," "Mail locks,
keys, and stamps," " Mail depredations and special
agents," " Clerks for offices," and " Miscellaneous."
Aiid the Postmaster General shall render an account
to Congress, at each succeeding annual session, of the
amounts actually expended for each of the purposes
above specified.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the aggre- Appropria-
ffate sum required "for the service of the Post Office J.'°""!*f
SL , , , -l iroiTi i e v e -

Department, in each year, shall be appropriated by nues of the
law out of the revenue of the Department, and that all Post office
payments of the receipts of the Post Office Depart- Bepartm't.
ment into the Treasury, shall be to the credit of the
said appropriation..

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted. That the sums To be paid
appropriated for the service aforesaid shall be paid by bytheTr
the Treasurer in the manner herein directed: Provided, surer*
That the compensation of Postmasters, the expenses of Proviso.
Post Offices, and such other expenses of the Department
for which appropriations have been made, as may be
incurred by Postmasters, may be deducted out of the
proceeds of their offices, under the direction of the Post-
master General: And provided, also, That all charges Proviso,
against the Department by Postmasters, on account of
such expenses, shall be submitted for examination and
settlement, to the Auditor herein provided for ; and that
no such deduction shall be valid, unless the expendi-
ture so deducted, be found to have been made in con-
formity to law: And provided, also, That the Post- Proviso-
master General shall have power to transfer debts due
on account of the Department, by Postmasters and
others, in satisfaction of the legal demands for which
appropriations have been made, of such contractors
who may be creditors of the Department, as shall have
given bonds, with security, to refund any moneys that
may come into their hands over and above the amount m
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which may be found due to them on the settlement of
their accounts.

SEC. 5. And be it farther enact e$, That the Treasurer
of the United States shall give receipts for all moneys
received by him to the cradit of the appropriation for
the service of the Post Oince Department; which re-
ceipts shall be endorsed upon warrants drawn by the
Postmaster General, and without such warrant no
acknowledgement for money received as aforesaid shall
be valid.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the appro-
priations for the service of the Post Office Department,
shall be disbursed by the Teasurer out of the moneys
paid into the Treasury for the service of the Post Office
Department.-upon the warrants of the Postmaster Gene-
ral, registered and countersigned as herein provided,
and expressing on their faces the appropriation to which
they should be charged.

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Trea-
surer shall render his accounts of the moneys received
and paid by him on account of the Post Office Depart-
ment, quarterly, to the Auditor for the Post Office De-
partment, hereinafter provided for, and shall transmit
copies of the same, when adjusted by him, to the two
Houses of Congress.

SEC. 8. And bs it farther enacted, That there shall
be appointed by the President, with the consent of the
Senate, an Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office
Department, whose duty it shall be to receive all ac-
counts arising in the said Department, or relative there-
to, to audit and settle the same, and certify their balan-
ces to the Postmaster General: Provided, That if either
the Postmaster General, or any person whose account
shall be settled, be dissatisfied therewith, he may, with-
in twelve months, appeal to the First Comptroller of
the Treasury, whose decision shall be final and conclu-
sive. The said Auditor shall report to the Postmaster
General, when required, the official forms of papers to
be used by postmasters, and other officers or agents of
the Department concerned in its receipts and payments,
and the manner and form of keeping and stating its ac-
counts. He shall keep and preserve all accounts, with
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the voucliers, after settlement. He shall promptly re-
port to the Postmaster General all delinquencies of post-
masters in paying over the proceeds of their offices. He
shall close the accounts of the Department quarterly, *
and transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury quarterly
statements of its receipts and expenditures. , He shall
register, charge and countersign, all warrants upon the
Treasury for receipts and payments issued by the Post-
master General, when warranted by law. He shall per-
form such other duties, in relation to the financial con-
cerns of the Department, as shall be assigned to him by
the Secretary of the Treasury, [or Postmaster General,]
and shall make to them respectively, such reports as
either of them may require respecting the same. The
said Auditor may frank, and receive free of postage,
letters and packets under the regulations provided by
law for other officers of the Government. And all let-
ters and packets to and from the Chief Engineer, which
may relate to the business of his office, shall be free of
postage.

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be Duties of
the duty of the Postmaster General to decide on the Postmaster
official forms of all papers to be used by postmasters, General,
and other officers or agents of the Post Office Depart-
ment, concerned in its receipts and payments, and the
manner and form of keeping and stating its accounts;
to enforce the prompt rendition of the returns of post-
masters, and of all certificates, acknowledgments, re-
ceipts, and other papers, by postmasters and contractors,
relative to the accounts of the Department; to control,
according to law, and subject to the settlement of the
Auditor, the allowances to postmasters, the expenses of
post offices, and all other expenses incident to the ser-
vice of the Department; to regulate and direct the pay-
ment of the said allowances and expenses for which
appropriations have been made ; to superintend the dis-
position of the proceeds of post offices and other moneys
of the Department; to prescribe the manner in which
postmasters shall pay over their balances ; to grant war-
rants for money to be paid into the Treasury, and out
of the same, in pursuance of appropriations by law, to
persons to whom the same shall be certified to be due
by the said Auditor: Provided, That advances of ne-

*,*
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ceasary sums to defray expenses may be made by the
Postmaster General to agents of the Department em-
ployed to investigate mail depredations, examine post
routes and post offices, and perform other like services,
to be charged by the Auditor for the Post Office Depart-
ment, and be accounted for in the settlement of their
accounts.

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted. That the Audi-
other duties tor for the Post Office Department shall state and certify,
of the Audi-, quarterly, to- the Postmaster General, accounts of the
or* moneys paid pursuant to appropriations, in each year,

by postmasters, out of the proceeds of their offices, to-
wards the expenses of the Department, under each of
the heads of the said expenses specified in the second
section of this act; upon which the Postmaster General

* shall issue warrants to the Treasurer of the United
States, as in case of the receipt and payment of the said
moneys into and out of the Treasury, in order that the
same may be carried to the credit and debit of the ap-
propriation for the service of the Post Office Depart-
ment, on the books of the Auditor for said Department.

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
Duplicates master General shall, within sixty days after the making"
ofcontracts, of a n y contract, cause a duplicate thereof to be lodged

in the office of the Auditor of the Post Office Depart-
ment. Upon the death, resignation, o r removal of any
postmaster, he shall cause his bond of office to be de-
livered to the said xluditor; and shall also cause to be
promptly certified to him all establishments and discon-
tinuances of post offices, and all appointments, deaths,
resignations, and removals of postmasters, together with
all orders and regulations which may originate a claim,
or in any manner affect the accounts of the Department.

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the accounts
Accoun's, of the Post Office Department shall be kept in such man-
how to be n e r a s t o eXQJbit the amounts of its revenues, derived

e p " respectively from "letter postages," "newspapers and
pamphlets," and " fines :" and the amount of its expendi-
tures for each of the following objects, namely: " com-
pensation of postmasters," " transportation of the mails,"
"ship, steamboat, and way-letters," "wrapping- paper,"
"office furniture," "advertising," "mail bags," "blank*,
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mail locks, keys, and stamps," "mail depredations and
special agents," "clerks for offices," and "miscellaneous."

SKC. 13. And be it junker enacted, That the bonds Honds and
and contracts of postmasters, mail contractors, and other vvit!?theSTT.
agents of the Post Office Department, shall hereaiier b^ states, and
made to and with the United States of America ; and all ;«il suits i»
suits to be commenced for the recovery of debts or bal- l t s n a m e <

ances due by postmasters and others, or upon bonds or
contracts made to or with the present or any former
Postmaster General, or for any fines, penalties, or for-
feitures, imposed by the laws respectina: the Post Office
Department, or by the Postmaster General, pursuant
thereto, shall be instituted in the name of the United
States of America ; and the demands in such suits shall
have all the privileges and priorities in adjudication and
payment secured to other claims of the Uuiud States, by
the existing laws : Provided, That actions and suits Proviso,
which may have been instituted in the name of the Post-
master General, previous to the passage of tins act, shall
not be affected by the pn visions of this section.

SFC. 14. And be it further enacted. That the Audi- Auditor t«
tor of the Post Office Department shal'l superintend the *Xci?onof
collection of all debts due to the Department, and all <;ebts.
penalties and forfeitures imposed on postmasters, for
failing to make returns, or pay over the proceeds of their
offices; he shall direct suits and legal proceedings, and
take all such measures as may be authorized \ y law, to
enforce the prompt payment of moneys due to the De-
pa tment.

SKC. 15. And be it further enacted, That copies of Certified co-
the quarterly returns of postmasters, and of auy papers t

pi|iS°e?u^n»
pertaining: to the accounts in the office of the Auditor &c."obee*«
for the Post Office Department, certified by him, uuder icler.ee, &c.
his seal of office, shall he admitted as evidence in the
courts of the United States; and in every case of delin-
quency of any postmaster or contractor, in which suit ,
may be brought, the said Auditor shall forward to the
Attorney of the United States certified copies of all pa-
pers in his office, tending-to sustain the claim; and in
every such case, a statement of the account, certified as
aforesaid, shall be admitted as evidence, and the court
trying the cause shall be thereupon authorized to give
judgment and award execution, subject to the provisions
of the thirty-eighth section of the act to reduce into one

5
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the several acts establishing and regulating" the Post
Office Department, approved March third, eighteen hun-
dred jind twentv-rive. No claim for a credit shall be
allowed upon the trial but such as shall have been pre-
sented to the said Auditor, and by him disallowed in
whole or in part, unless it shall be proved to the satis-
faction of the court that the defendant is at the time of*
the trial in possession of vouchers not before in his pow-
er to procure, and that he was prevented from exhibiting
to the said Auditor a claim for such credit, by some un-
avoidable accident. In suits for balances due from post-
masters, interest at the rate of six per centum per annum
shall be recovered, from the time of the default until
payment.

SEC. 16. And he it further enacted, That the Attor-
f>utresof LT. neys of the United States, in the prosecution of suits for
•tatesAttor- m a a e y S <jne On account of the Post Oifice Department,

shall obev the directions which mav, from time to time,
be given to thevn by the Auditor for the Post Office De-
partment; and it shall be the duty of each of the said

* attorneys, immediately after the end of every term of
any court, in which any of the suits aforesaid shall ha re
been pending, to forward to the said Auditor a statement
of all the judgments, orders, and steps which have been
made or taken in the same, during the said term, accom-
panied by a certificate of the? cier;?, showing the parties

j to, and amount of, e ich judgment, with such other in-
formation as may be required by tlie said Auditor. T h e
said attorneys shall direct speedy and effectual process
of execution upon the said judgments : and it shall b®
the duly of the marshals of the United States to whom
the same shall be directed, to make to the said Auditor,
«»t such thills as he may direct, returns of the proceed-
ings which have taken place upon the said process of
execution.

Suras JSi-x'. 17. And be it further p/tactcd, That in all cases
y where any sum or sums of money have been paid out

to be o f t n e fm)ds of the Post Office Department to any in«Ji-
l e vidual or individuals, under pretence that service has

been performed therefor when in fact such service ha*
not been performed, or hy way of additional allowance
for increased service actually rendered, when the addi-
tional allowance exceeds the sum wh*ch, by the pro-
visions of law, might rightfully have been allowed



therefor, and in all other cases where the moneys of the
Depart n mt have been paid over to any person in con-
sequence of fraudulent representations, or by the mis-
take, collusion or misconduct of any officer or clerk of
the Dcjpnrtiii^nt, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster
Genera! to cause suit to be brought in tae name of the
United States ot America, to recover back the same, or
the excess, as the case may be, with interest thereon.

Sac. 18. And be it fiuikw enacted, Tiuit the Audi- A"dit<>f:t?
tor for the Post Office Department shall adjust and settle al.c^uJ.
all balances due from postmasters on account of trans* from post-
actions pri >r to the first day of July, eighteen hundred: masters, &«.
and thirty-six. He shall, when necessary, institute suits
for tiie same, and cause them to bo effectually prosecuted
to judgment and execution ; and in cases m which pro-
ceadiugs at law for these or any other ba'ances that are
or may become due on account of the Post Office De-
partment, have been or shall be fruitless, may dired the
institution of suits in chancery, to set aside fraudulent
conveyances or trusts, or attach debts due to the defen-
dants, or obtain any other proper exercise of the powers
of equity, to have satisfaction of the said judgments;-
an 1 the courts of the United States, sitting in chancery,
shall have jurisdiction to entertain such bills, and make
such decrees and orders thereupon as may be consonant
to the principles and usages of equity. The said Audi-
tor shall report to th<3 Postmaster General, to be by him
submitted to Congress, at its next annual session, a state-
ment of all the balances and debts due to the Post Office
Department as aforesaid, by late postmasters, showing,
in each case, the name and office of the principal debtor,
the names of the sureties, if any, th-e amount of the
debt, the time at which it accrued, the steps taken to
collect the same, and whether they have been success-
ful or not. The said state men t shall also classify such
of the said balances as may then remain due, into such
as are considered collectible, and such as are not, with
the whole amount of each class.

SEC. 19, And be it further enacted, That the Audi- Auditor,
tor for the Post Office Department, or any mayor of a mj*y°™» **&
city, justice of the peace, or judge of any court of record "™*r *J^*f

in the United States, by him especially designated, shall &c.
be authorized to administer oaths and affirmations, in
relation to the examination and settlement of the ac-
counts committed to his charge ; and if any person shall
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.knowingly swear or affirm falsely, touching the expen-
ditures of the PiJSt Oiice Department, or in relation to
any account of, or claim against, or in favor of, the said
Depart nent, hj or she shall, upon conviction thereof,
suffjr as for wilful and corrupt perjury.

S.'ic. 20. And be it further ettftctcd, That there shall
>stmaster General, a third Assist-

vvho may receive and send let-
postage ; and in lieu of the clerks

Clerk9, &c. now employed in the Department, one chief clerk, three
principal clerks, and thirty-three other clerks, one mes-
senger, and three assistant messengers, and two watch-
men.

SEC. 21. And be U further enacted, That there shall
clerks to be j-# e enriploved. by the Secretary of the Treasury, in the
the office ot office of the Audit r for the Post Office Department, one
Auditor. chief clerk, four principal clerks, and thirty-eight other

clerks, one messenger, and one assistant messenger;
also, three clerks, one at a salary of fourteen hundred
dollars per annum, one at a salary of twelve hundred

A ? dollars, and one at a salary of one thousand dollars, in
•urelfofthe * n e °ffice °* t n e Treasurer of the United States, in lieu
u. states, of the same number of clerks now employed in the

office of the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury, in adjust-
ing the accounts of the Post Office Department.

SKC. 22. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
Report* to the duty of the Postmaster General to make to Congress,
Congress by a t e a c Q annual session thereof, the following several re-
the Postm'r ports:
General. First, A report of all contracts made for the transpor-

tation of the mail within the preceding- year, stating in
each case of contract its date and duration, the name of
the contractor, the route or routes embraced in the con-
tract, with the lensrth of each, with the times of arrival
and departure at the ends of each route, the mode of
transportation contracted for, and tho price stipulated to
be paid by the Department; also, a statement of all such
land and water mails as may have been established or
ordered by the Department within the year preceding,
other than those let to contract at thp annual letfings of
mail contracts, specifying, in. each case, the route or
water-conrse on which the mail is established, the name
of the person employed to transport it, the mode of trans-
portation, the amount paid or to be paid, and the p r o
posed duration of the order or contract.
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Second, A report of all allowances made to contract-
ors within the year preceding, beyond the sums originally
stipulated in their respective contracts, and the reasons
for the same ; and -of all orders made by the Department,
whereby additional expense is, or will be incurred, be-
yond the original contract price on any land or water
roure, specifying, in each case, the route, to which the
order relates, the name of the contractor, the original
service provided by the contract, the original price, the
date of the order for additional service, the additional
service required, and the additional allowance therefor;
also, a report of all curtailments of expenses effected by
the Da part men t within the preceding year, specifying,
in each case, the same particulars as required in cases
of additional allowances.

Third, A report of all incidental expenses of the De-
partment for the year ending on the tliirtieth day of June
preceding, arranged according to the several object4-1, as
for "wrapping paper," "office furniture," "advertising,"
44 mail Mags," "blanks," "mail locks, keys, and stamps,"
" mail depredations, and special agents," "clerks for offi-
ces," "miscellaneous," showing the sum paid under each
head of expenditure, and the names of the persons to
whom paid, except only that the names of persons em-
ployed in detecting depredations on the mail, and other
confidential agents, need not be disclosed in said report.

Fourth,, A report of the finances of the Post Office
Department for the yp.ar ending: «n the thirtieth day of
June preceding, showing the whole amount of balances
due to the Department at the beginning cl the year,
fro n postmasters and all othe.s, the whole amount of
postage that accrued within the year, the whole amount
of the engagements and liabilities of the Department
for mail transportation during the,year, the amount ac-
tually paid during the year, for and on account of mail
transportation, and otherwise, stating separately so nuch
of the said amount as may have been paid on account
of the transportation of the mail, and f>r other debts for
the same object, in preceding years. \

F^ifth, A report of all fines imposed, and deductions
fron tho pay of contractors made during the preceding
year, for failures to deliver the mail, or for any other
cause, stating the names of the delinquent contractors,^
the nature of the delinquency, the route on which jjt
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occurred, the time when it occurred, the time when the
fine was imposed, and whether the fine has been remit-
ted, or order for deduction rescinded, and for what rea-
son.

:SEC. 23 And be it farther enacted. That it shall be
Advertise- the duty of the Postmaster General, before advertising
•irnts foi- f3l. r ?pOS.a^s for T n e transportation of the maif, to form
#ontracts, . • > . ', , , •> /• j

ula t n e best judgment practicable as to the mode, time, ana
pec- frequency of transportation o\i each route, and to ad-

tiiem. vertise accordingly. No consolidated or combination
bid shall be received, and no additional compensation
shall be made to a!iy mail contractor, so as that the
compensation for additional regular service shall exceed
trie exact proportion which the original compensation
bears to the original services stipulated to be rerforn ed;
and no extra allowance shall he made to any contractor,
by the Postmaster General, for an increase of expedition
in the transportation of the mail, unless thereby the
employment of additional stock or carriers, by the con-
tractor, shall be rendered necessary; and in such case,
the additional compensation shall never bear a greater
proportion to the additional stock or carriers rendered
necessary, than the sum strpirated in the original con-
tract bears to the stock and carriers necessarily employ-
e in its execution : and when anv extra service shall

I ml

he ordered, the amount of the allowance theref i\ in
dollars and cent«:, shall be signified in the order for such
service, and hi*, forthwith entered upon the books of the
Post Oifice Department, and no additional compensa-
tion s'm!! he paid for any extra regn'ar service rendered
before the issuing of such order, and the m-rkingr of such
entry; and every order, entry; or memorandum what-
ever, on w iich any action of the Department is to be
had, allowance made, or money paid, and every contract,
paper or obligation drawn up in snid office, by any offi-
cer thereof, shall have affixed to h 'us true date ; and
ev»ry paper relating to contracts or allowances filed in
said office shrill have the date of its riii?ig endorsed
thereon. And whenever it shall become necessary to
change the terms of any existing contract in any other
manner than that designated in this act, or to enter into
a contract for the transportation of the mail at any other
tinv3 than at the annu il letting, the Postmaster General
shall give notice in one newspaper published at Wash-
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ington City, and in one newspaper published as near as
may be to the route on which the services are to be per-
formed, for at least four weeks before changing or ma-
king such contract, inviting proposals therefor; which,
proposals shall be received and opened, and such pro-
ceedings thereon had, in all things as at the annual
lettings: Provided, however. That the Postmaster Ge- Proviso.
neral may make temporary contracts until a regular let-
tin or can take place.

SEC. 24. And be it further 'enacted, That proposals Proposal,
lor mm I contracts shall be delivered to the Department t r u c t s #

sealed, and shall be kept sealed until the biddings are
dosed, and shall then be opened and marked in the
presence of the Postmaster General and of one of the
Assistant Postmasters General, or in the presence of two
of the Assistant Postmasters General. And the contracts
in sill cases shall be awarded to the lowest bidder, ex-
cept when his bid is not more than five per centum be-
low that of the last contractor, on the route bid for, who
shall have faithfully performed his contract. Provided, Proviso,
however, That the Postmaster General shall not be
bonn 1 to consider tlie bid of any person who shall have
wilfu-ly or negligently failed to execute or perform a
prior contract.

Sse. 25. And be it further enacted, That it sha'l be
the du'y of the Postmaster Genera' to have recorded in mafullj
a well bouid book, a true and faithful abstract of offers recorded,
made to hi.ii for carrying the mail, embracing as well
those which are rejected, as those which are accepted.
The said abstract shall contain the names of the party
or parties offering, the terms on which he or they pro-
pose to carry the mail, the sum for winch it is offered
to contract, and the length of time the agreement is to
continue. And it shall a'so be the duty of the Post-
master General to put on fi'e and preserve the originals
of the propositions of which abstracts nre here directed
to be made, and to report at each session of Congress a
true copy from the said record of all offers made for
carrying the mail as aforesaid.

Siio. 25. And be it further enacted. That if any per- Persons em-
son employed in the Post Office Department, or post- 'A°;'ejl^n

mister, shall become interested in any mail contract, or ,,OMO be in-
act as asrent, with or without compensation, in any mat- w rested in
ter or thing relating to business in said Department, for contracts.
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any contractor, or person offering to become a contractor,
he 'hall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be
liab'e to pay so much money as would have been realized
from said contract, to be recoveredin an action of debt
in any court having jurisdiction thereof, in the name of
the United States, tor the use of the Post Office Depart-
ment; and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gene-
ral to cause prosecution to be instituted.

SKC. 27. And be it further enacted,, That every pro-
posal for the transportation of the mail shall be accom-
panied by a written guaranty, signed by one or more
responsable persons, to the effect that he or they under-
take that the bidder or bidders will, if his or their bid
be accepted, enter into an obligation, in such time as may
be prescribed by the Postmaster General, with good and
sufficient sureties, to perform the service proposed. No
proposal shall be considered, unless accompanied by
such guaranty. If, after the acceptance of a proposal,-
and notification thereof to the bidder or bidders, lie or
they shall fail to enter into an obligation within the tin»e
prescribed by the Postmaster General, with good and
sufficient sureties for the performance of the service,
the:i the Postmaster General shall proceed to contract
with some other person or persons, for the performance
of the said service, and shall forthwith cause the dif-
ference between the amount contained in the proposal
so guarantied, and the amount for which he may have
contracted for the performance of said service, for the
whole period of the proposal, to be charged up against
the suid bidder or bidders, and his or their guarantor or
guarantors, and the sane * ay be immediately recovered
by the United States, for the use of the Post Office De-
partment, in a'i action, of debt against either or all of
the snid persons.

SKC. 23. And be U farther enacted. That no contract
for the transportation of the mail shall knowingly be
mide by the Post naster Ganera'. with any person who
shall have entered into any combination, or proposed to
en er into any combination, to prevent the making of
any bid for a mail contract by any other person or per-
sons; or who shall have made \v.\y agree1 nent or shall
have given or perfor ned, or promised to give or perform,
any consideration whatever, or to do or not to do any
thing whatever, in order to induce any other person
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or persons not to bid for a mnil contract. And if any
person so offending1 be a mail contractor, he mav be forth-
with dismissed from the servire of the Department;
Provided, That whenever the Postmaster General shall Proviso.
exercise the power conferred on him by this section, he
shall transmit n copy or statement of the evidence on
which he acts to Congress, at its next session.

SKC. 29. And be it further enacted, That no person No payment
whose bid for the transportation of the mail mav be a c - t o ' e m??e

1 1 1 1 • i i i ii i * " | l t l ' alter

cepUd. shall receive any pay. until he snail have execti- execution of
ted his contract according-to law and the regulations of contract,
the Department : nor shall any payn ent te rrrde for
any additional rejju!nr service in the transportation of
the mai', unless the same shall have 1 cen rrrdeifd in
obedience to a prior legal order of the Postmaster
General.

SKC. 30. And be it farther enacted, That so much J ^ , . ^ * ?
of the act concernino; the Post Office Department, ap- V&s.sJ1 £m

proved March third, eighteen hundred and twenty five, pealed,
as directs that duplicates or copies of contracts or orders
made by the Postmaster General phall be lcd«cd in the
office of the Comrtroller of tbe Treasury, Ye repea'ed

SF.C 31 And be it farther enacted, That it shall be Postmasters
the duty of the Postmaster General to furnish to the "h <J f*l£

J . . t i l nisnt-u with

postmasters at the termination or each route, a schedule, schedule .of
specifying the times of arrival and departure at their onus of nr-
offices, respectively, of each mnil, a copy of which the n V 5 t l a m i d e -

' * t 11 • ' J , • nurture,
postmaster shall post up in some conspicuous place in
his office; and the Postmaster General shall a ŝo furnish
a notice in like manner, of any change or alteration in
the arrivals and departures which may be ordered by
him. And it shall be the duty of every postmaster
promptly to report to the Department every delin-
quency, neglect, or malpractice of the contractors, their
agents or carriers, that may come to his know'edsre.
And the Postmaster General sha'l cause to be keft, and
returned tothe Department, at short and regular inter-
va l , by postmasters at the ends of routes, and puch oth-
ers as he may think proper, registers, showing the exact
times of the arrivals and departures of the mails.

SEC. 32. And be it further enacted, That if any Penalty for
postmaster shall unlawfully detain in his effice any let- i'*tVei-sV ĉ
ter, package, pamphlet, or newspaper, with intent to in a po&i of-
prevent the arrival and delivery of the same to the per- fo
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son or persons to whom such letter, package, pan»phlet
or newspaper may he addressed or directed in the usual
course of the transportation of the mail along the route;
or if any postmaster shall, with intent as aforesaid, give
a preference to any letter, package, pamphlet, or news-
paper, over another which may pn<=s through his office,
by forwarding the one and retaining" the other, he shall,
on-conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not exceeding
five hundred dollars, and imprisoned for a term not ex-
ceed ing six months, and shall, moreover, he forever

/ t h e r e a f t e r incapable of holding the office of postmaster
in the United States.

Ssr. 33. And be it further enacted. That there shall
Certain fte appointed by the President of the United States, by
to^bL^^p. anc* W]t^ t n e "dvice and consent, of the Senate, a Deputy
pointed b\ Postmaster for each po^toffice at which the commissions••
andwitiith.-allowed to the postmaster amounted to one thousand
coiisiMit o' dollars or upwards in the year ending the thirtieih day
the Senate. .. , ' , i - i i T i i i • r> J

or June, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, or
which may, in any subsequent year, terminating on the
thirtieth day of June, amount to or exceed that sum,
who shall ho'd his office for the term of four years, un-
less sooner removed by the President.

SKC. 34. And be it further enacted, That assistant
Postmasters postmasters and clerks regularly employed and engaged
ami clerks m pOSj offices, shall be exempt from militia duty, and
erni»t>e from serving on juries, aud from any fine or penalty for tie-
military i.u. gleet thereof.
ty- SKC. 35. An I be it. farther enacted, That advertise-
Advprtise- mesits of letters remaining in post offices may, under the
mentsofiet- direction of the Postmaster General, be made in more
m"en a y h\n t h a n o n e newspaper : Provided, Tha t the whole cost
more than of advertising shall not exceed four cents for each letter,
one paper. Si:c. 35. And be it further enacted, Tha t no post-
Postmasteis master shall receive free of postage, or frank any letter
not to re o r pa c] f e t composed of, or containing any thing other
c o v e <>r , ' * -, n • i i- /• .̂i •

frame am than paper or m^ney ; and for a violation ot This provi-
packa|?e ' siou, the offender shall be dismissed from office, and upon
other than conviction in any c u n t of competent jurisdiction, pay a
J"° l i a s^"! r fine of twenty-d:>llars. And no person shall h o d the
or money, office of postmaster who shall not he an actual resident

of the city or town wherein the office is situated, or the
district of country usually supplied by said office.

SJ:C. 37. And be it further enacted, That when any
Release ofoneor more of the sureties of a postmaster shall notify



43

to the Postmaster Genera] their desire to he released sureties of*
from their suretyship, or when the Postmaster General i>ostmaater*
shall deem it necessary, he shall require the said post-
master to execute a new bond, with security, which,
when accepted by the Postmaster Genera!, shall be as
valid as the bond given upon the original appointment of
said postmaster, and the sureties in the prior bond shall
be released from responsibility for all acts or defaults of
said postmaster, which may be done or committed sub-
sequent to the acceptance of the new bond, the date of
which shall be endorsed thereon : Provided, That pay- P r o v i s o -
men Is made subsequent to the execution of the \w\v
bond by said postmaster shall be applied first to dis-
charge any balance which may be due on the o'd bond,
unless he shall, at the time of payment, expressly ditect
them to be applied to the credit of his new account.

SKC 33. And be it further enacted, That if any per- Penalty for
son shall be accessary after the fact, to the offence of sti-ul'n.g or
stealing or taking the mail of the United States, or of t ^ " s Jj£
stealinar °i* taking any letter or packet, or enclosure in f,.Om tho
any letters or packets sent or to be sent in the mail of muil.
the United States, from any Post Office in tho United
States, or from the mail of the United States, by any
person or persons whatever, every person so offending1

as accessary, shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars, and be imprisoned fora
term not exceeding five years; and such accessary after
the fact may be tried, convicted, and punished in the
district in which his offence wns committed, though the
principal offence may have been committed in another
district, and before the trial of the principal offender:
Provided, such principal offender has fled from justice,
or cannot be arrested to be put upon his trial".

SKC. 39 And he it further enacted. 'I'hat in case the Express
Postmaster General shall deem it expedient to establish l
an express mail, i?) addition to the ordinary mail, on any
of the post roads in the United States, for the purpose of
conveying slips from newspapers in lieu of exchange
newspapers, or letters, other than such as contain mo-
ney, not exceeding half an ounce in weight, marked
"express mail," and public despatches, he shall be au-
thorized to charare all letters and packets carried hy such
express mail with trip'e the rates of postage to which
letters and packets, not free, may be by law subject,
when carried by the ordinary mails.
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SKC. 40. And bn it further enacted, That in case of
Duties of p. the death, resignation, or absence of the Postmaster
M. Giiil. ID General, all his powers and duties shall devolve, for the
devolve on . . . r>- *. A • *. *. it *. ± r-« 1
Assis. p. M. time nemo;, on the rirst Assistant Postmaster Getura!.
O. SRC. 41. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
Letter cs.iv master General shall he authorized, whenever the same
ners. may be proper for the accommodation of the r nhiic in

any city, to employ letter carriers for the delivery of let-
ters received at the post office in said city; except such
as the persons to whom they are addressed may have
requested, in wriling, addressed to the postmaster, to
be retained in the post office ; and for the receipt of let-
ters at such places in the said city as the Postmaster
General may direct, and for the deposite of the same in
the post office ; and for the delivery hy a carrier of each,
letter received from the post office, the person to whom
the same may be delivered shall pay not exceeding two
cents ; and for the delivery of each newspaper :»nd pam-
phlet, one half cent ; and for every letter received hy a
carrier to be deposited in the post office, there shall he
paid to him, at the time of the receipt, not exceeding
two cents; all of which receipts, hy the carriers in any
city, shall, if the Postmaster General so direct, be ac-
counted for to the postmaster of said city, to constitute
n fund for the compensation of the said carriers, and he
paid to them in such proportions mid manner as the
Postmaster General may direct. Each of the said car-
riers shall give bond wilh sureties, to he approved hy
the Postmaster General, for the safe custody and delivery
of letters, and for the due account and payment of all
moneys received by him.

SKC. 42. And be it further enacted. That the Post-
master General shall be authorized, in his discretion, to

Cam njj contract for carrying the mail on the navigable canals
mails on ca- c . . o - ^ . M , . ^. .
nuls. or the several ibtates, m all cases where, in his opinion,

the public interest and convenience shall require i t ;
and for the time during which mails may be carried on
such canals, or any parts thereof, the same are hereby
declared to be post roads.

SKC. 43. And b? it further enacted. That the fol-
Salanes 6f lowing annual salaries shall be allowed to the Assistant
Assistant Postmasters General , and to the clerks, messengers, a i d
GeTierafand w a t c h m e n provided for the service of the Post Office
others. ' Department, viz:
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T o the three Assistant Postmasters General, eachy
twenty-five hundred dollars;

T o the chief eierk, two thousand dollars ;
T o the three principal clerks, each, one thousand six

hundred dollars ;
T o ten clerks, each, one thousand four hundred dol-

lars •
T o fifteen clerks, each, one thousand two hundred

dollars;
T o eight clerks, each, one thousand dollars;
T o the messenger, seven hundred and fifty dollars ;
T o the three assistant messengers, each, three hun-

dred and fifty dollars ;
T o the two watchmen, each, three hundred dollars.
SKC. 44. And be it fur/her enacted, Tha t the fol- Varies of

lowing annual salaries shall he allowed to the Auditor ^exT
of the Post Office Department, and to the clerks and
messengers herein provided for the service of his office,
v iz :

T o the Auditor, three thousand dollars;
T o the chief clerk, two thousand dollars;
T o the four principal clerks, each, one thousand six

hundred dollars:
T o ten clerks, each, one thousand four hundred dol-

lars ;
T o twenty clerks, each, one thousand two hundred

dollars ;
T o eight clerks, each, one thousand dollars;
T o the messenger, seven hundred and fifty dollars;

and to the assistant messenger, three hundred and fifty
dollars. $1,150,000

SKC. 45. And be it further aiacUd, Tha t the sum a|»pr<>pr'a
of three millions one hundred and fifty housand dollars ^ ^
be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the service of
the Post Office Department, for the year commencing
on the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and thirty-six, out of any moneys in the Treasury, ari-
sing from the revenues of the said Department, to be
accounted for in the manner pointed out in the second
section of this act. j

SKC. 46. And be it furtfvr enacted. T h a t this act Jjjj£e
shall be in force and take effect from the passage thereof.

[ A P P R O V E D July 2, 1836.
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AN ACT
-X'i-ul the |ir;\ilc.L>e o5 IranUi. j»- \c ters a d pa Lages lo Dollj

I*. Madron.
/»V it enacted by th- Setta.e and Mouse of p

s ntaiiv A* of til' United Slaves of Am n'ca in (Jon-
§v<\vtf ctss 'tabled, That all letters and packages, to and
iron Doily i\ Madison, relict of the late James Madi-
sou, s .all be received and conveyed hy poiit, free of
postage, for and during her life.

[APPROVED, July 2, 183G.

' • AN ACT
T o pro-notf 'lie p ctrio-s-s v\' usvi'nI a i ts , a d U> repeal all ac s and

p t r t s i i f " u ' t s 1 - e i f t < » f » v c n > . i ( i e t ' » i l h ; t j M i r p o s e

The first section establishes the Patent Office, and
provides that the Commissioner of Patents '• shall be
eutitied to send and receive letters and j.itckn^cs by
mail, relating to the busme&s of tjje office, live of | ost-
age."

[APPKOVED, July 4, 1836.

RESOLUTION
To enable t- e Postncs' t*r 4>cncr.«l more readily to change the corn-

i T u - i H M - m e t f t h C o n i - : t c \ > u v ::• t l i < - l ' i » ^ t i > f t ; t - i - l > f | » ; t i - u n t n J .

Ri'solwd by th* S'nate and Flotise of R-prtsenla*
tiv s of th' United. S'at s of America in Corwrcss
Ass mbl d. That the Postmaster General le, and he is
hereby authorized and empowered to Itt the contracts
for the transportation of the mails in those sections of
the United States where they expire on the 31st days of
December, 1837, 1838, and 1839, respectively, tor four
years and six months, so as to cause th m to terminate
on the 30th day of June, 1842, 1843, and 1844, to the
end that the contract may commence on the first day of
July, instead of the first day of Jannary.

[ A , March 2, 1873.

AN ACT
To continue the ofnre of fommiss'oner of Pension*?.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said
Commissiener shall receive an annual salary of three
thousand dollars,' and have the privilege of sending- and
receiving letters and packets by mail, tree of postage.

[APPROVED, March 3, 1837.
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A RESOLUTION
Dir ct'ng1 the postage on I. tu-rs. scut by the Express Mail, to be paid

in advance.

liesnlved by the Senate unit House of Representatives of
the IT'Mai States of America in Co"gress us e'ubl. »J,
That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby di-
rected to cause the postage on all letters sent by the
Express mail of the United States to be paid in ad-
vance at the time of depositing them for transportation
by said mail.

[APPROVED, October 12, 1837.

AN ACT
T o m o d ' f y ' h e last c l ause of t ; .e fif ' ti sec t ion of* t h e d e p o s i t e ac t o f

the twt i j ty-t i i i r i i of* Jun<% 1 S >fi.

Be ?/ enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives
of the United Stuff's of Jhnenca nt ('<»• %-ess. assen,b!ed9

That the last clause of the fifth section of the act en-
titled "an act to regulate the deposites of the public
money,*' approved on the 23d day of June, 1S36, de-
claring that the notes or bills of no bank shall be re-
ceived in payment of any debt due to the United Mates
which shall, after the fourth dav of Juiv, in the year
one thousand eight hundred aud thirty-six, issue any
note or bill of a less denomination than five dollars,
shall be, and the same is hereby, so far modified, as that
the interdiction as to the reception of the bi'ls and notes
shall not continue against any bank which has, since
the said fourth day of July, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-six, issued bills or notes of a
less denomination than five dollars, or which shall issue
any such bills or notes prior to the first day of October,
in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight; but that,
from and after the said last mentioned day, the bills or
notes of no bank shall be received in payment of any

11 debt due to the United States, which bank shall after
' • thsit date, issue, re-issue, or pay out any bill or note of a

less denomination than five dollars.
[APPROVED, July 5, 1838.

AN ACT
To increase l!»e present Vlili; iry K-ta lishmen? of the United S'

anrl f«-r nt'ier puvpoes .
Srcr. 21, And be it further enacted, That all letters

and packages on public, business, to and from the com-
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man ding- General, the Colonel of Ordnance, the Surgeon
General, and the Head of the Topographical
shall be free of postage. [APPROVED, July 5, 1S38.

AN ACT
T o <-s':iblis'» cfM'ain l*« s t K-.uU-s, :<I><1 •o»'"scon»Mi»»e o t l e -* .

Srcc. 2. 4̂/«rf 6e ?V further enacted ̂  That each and
every railroad within the limits of the United States,
which now is, or hereafter maybe made and completed,
shall he a post route; and the Postmaster General shall
cause the mail to be transported thereon, provided he
can ha^eit done upon reasonable terms, and not paying
therefor, in any instance, more than twenty-five per
centum over and above what similar transrorTation would
cost in post coaches. [APPROVED, July 7, 1S38.

AN ACT
* Further to rrpulate the lranporta i n of the Mail npnn HilroiTs.

He it enacteJ bij Ihe swale and House of Representatives
of Hie Uiifei Stales of America m C<n>giess assembled.
That the Postmaster General shall not, by virtue of the
authority vested in him by the second section of the
" Act to establish certain post routes, and to discontinue
others," approved July 7th, 1838, allow more than three
hundred dollars per mile, per annum, to any railroad
company in the United States, for the conveyance oc
one or more daily vt.ails upou their roads : Provided,
That nothing in this act contained shall be construed so
as in any way to remove or impair the limitations upon
the power of the Postmaster General, imposed by that
section. [APPROVED, January 25, 1839.

AN ACT
Making appropriations for the ( ivti ;«ivl Diplomatic expenses of Gov-

ernment, for the ye r IK 9

SEC. 3. .#»»// he iiI further eu/ir.feff, That no officer in
any branch of the public service, or any other person
whose salaries, or whose pay or emoluments is or are
fixed by law and regulations, shall receive any extra
allowance or compensation, in any form whatever, for
the disbursement of public money, or the performance
of any other services, unless the said extra allowance
or compensation be authorised hy law.

[APPROVED, March 3, 1839.
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AN ACT
To repeal the'act entitled, "An act to provide for the collection, safe-

keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the Public Revenue," and to
provide for the punishment of embezzlers of Public Money, and for
other purposes.

•-4.

S E C . 1. Be it enacted by the Semite and House of A«t of 4th
Representatives, of the United States of America in ^ { ^ 4 0

Congress assembled, That the act entitled, " An act
to provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and
disbursement of the public revenue," approved on the
fourth day of July, A^ D. one thousand eight hundred
and forty, be, and the same is hereby, repealed : Pro- Proviso; of-
vided, always, That for any offences which may have J.^e s

 co^~
been committed against the provisions of the seven- mined a-
teenth section of the said act, the offenders may be gainst 17th
prosecuted and punished according to those provi- j^aSe P"n

sions; and that all bonds executed under the provisions Bonds, &e.,
of said act, and all civil rights and liabilities which J101 affected
have arisen or accrued under said act, and the reme- pgaj
dies therefor, shall remain and continue as if said act
had not been repealed ; any thing herein contained to
the contrary notwithstanding.

S E C . 2. And be it further enacted, That if any offi- Felony for
cer charged with the safekeeping, transfer, or dis- c£r^Swith
bursement of public moneys, or connected with the safekeeping,
Post Office Department, shall convert to his own use, transfer, or
in any way whatever, or shall use, by way of invest- ^gnt^fpub-
ment in any kind of property or merchandise^ or shall lie moneys,
loan, with or without interest, anv portion of the pub- © ĉonnected*
, . . . j , i .• 2 ~ " c \ ' ^ r witli Post
lie moneys entrusted to him tor safekeeping, transfer, office De-
disbursement, or for any other purpose, every.such act partment, to
shall be deemed and adjudged to be an embezzlement ^ public
of so much of the said moneys as shall be thus taken, *
conrerted, invested, used, or loaned, whieh is hereby
declared to be a felony ; and the neglect or refusal to Neglect or
pay over, on demand, any public moneys in his hands, refusal to
upon the presentation of a draft, order, or warrant {S ŝferT^or
drawn upon him, and signed by the Secretary of the disburse
Treasury, or to transfer or disburse any such moneys s u c n mo"
promptly, according to law, on the legal requirement /a cV evi-
of a superior officer, skydi be prirna facie evidence of dfcnce of
such conversion to his own use of so much of the pub- suen use-
tic moneys as may be in his hands. Any officer or
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Punish IT; ent
for said, of-
fence, and
for advising,
or knowing-
ly or wil-
lingly parti-
cipating
therein.

agent of the United States, and all persons advising^
or knowingly and willingly participating in such em-
bezzlement, upon being convicted thereof before any
court of the United States of competent jurisdiction,
shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay to the
United States a fine equal to the amount of the money
embezzled, and shall suffer imprisonment for a term
not less than six months nor more than five years.

[APPROVED, August 13, 1841.

Franking
privilege
granted.

AN ACT
Authorizing the transmission of Letters ftnd Packets to and from Mrs.

Harrison, free of postage.
SEC. 1. JBe it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled. That all letters and packets car-
ried by post to and from Mrs. Harrison, relict of the
late William Henry Harrison, be conveyed free of
postage during her natural life.

[APPROVED, September 9, 1841*

Printing,

binding," of
the Execu-
tive Bepart-
me»ts, to be
furnished by
contract.

AN ACT
Making appropriations for the Civil and Diplomatic expenses of Gov-

ernment for the year eighteen hundred and forty-two.

SEC. X. By part of section 15, of the act of May 18,
1842, it is Provided, T]iat the job printing, stationery y
and binding of each of the Executive Departments shall^
until otherwise directed by law, be furnished by con-
tract, proposals for which shall regularly be advertised
in the public prints. The classes, character, and de-
scription of the printing being specified in each adver-
tisement as far as that can be done, and it being made
a condition in all cases, unless otherwise specifically
stated in the advertisement, that the work shall be
done in the city of Washington; and the contract shall
in each case, so far as the proposals and acceptance
shall enable the contract to be made, be given to the
lowest bidder, whose bid shall be accompanied by
proper testimonials of the ability of the bidder to fulfil
his contract.
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SEC. 2. By part of section 202, of the act of May 18,
1842, it is Provided, Tha't in addition to returns new re-
quired *to be rendered by postmasters, it shall be t̂ ie
duty of postmasters at New York, Boston, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, and New Orleans, and the other several cities
of the Union, each and every year hereafter, tq render
a quarter-yearly account to the Postmaster General,
tinder oath, in such form as the latter shall prescribe,
for the purpose of giving full effect to this proviso, of
all emoluments or sums by them respectively received
lor boxes, or pigeon-holes, or other receptacles for let-
ters or papers, and by them charged for to individuals;
or for the delivery of letters or papers at or from any
place in either of said cities, other than the actual
post office of such city; and of all emoluments, re-
ceipts, and profits, that have come to their hands by
reason of keeping branch post offices in either of said
(flies; and if, from such accounting, it shall appear
that the net amount received by either of the post-
masters at either of such pities, for such boxes, and
pigeon-holes, and other receptacles for letters and
papers, and for delivering letters or papers at or from
any place in either of «aid cities, other than said post
office, and by reason of keeping a branch post office in
either of said cities, shall, in the aggregate, exceed
the sum of three thousand dollars in any one year,
such excess shall be paid to the Postmaster General,
for the "use and purposes of the Post Office Depart-
ment; and no postmaster shall, hereafter, under any
pretence whatsoever, have, or receive, or retain for
himself, in the aggregate, more than five thousand
dollars per year, including salary, commissions, boxes,
and ail other fees, perquisites, and emoluments, of any
name or character whatsoever, and for any service
whatsoever. •*•

[APPROVED, May 18, 1842.

Proviso, re-
quiringPost-
masters to
make re-
turns of all
emoluments
received
from boxes,
&

If the net re-
ceipts ex-
ceed $3,000
a year, the
excess shall
be paid to
the Pos1 mas-
ter General,
for the use of
the Depart-
ment.

No postmas-
ter to receive
more tlian
#5,000 a
year, salary
included.
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AN ACT
Legalizing and making appropriations for such necessary objects &s

have been usually included in the general appropriation b\Us without
authority of law, and to fix and provide for certain incidental expenses
of the departments and offices of Government, and for other purposes.

Report of S E C . 11. And be it further enacted. That it shall be the
©the? ™t d u t> r of the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, War,
soas em- and Navy, of the Commissioners of the Navy, of the
ployed to be Postmaster General, of the Secretary of the Senate, an£
made to °^ ^ i e Clerk of the House of Representatives, to report
Congress. to Congress, at the beginning of each year, the iwjtnes

"of the clerks and other persons that have been em-
ployed, respectively, during the preceding year, or any
part thereof, in their respective departments and offices,
together with the time that each clerk or othf r person
was actually employed, and the sums* paid to each;
and, also, whether they have been usefully employed ;
whether the services of any of them can be dispensed
with without detriment to the public service; and
whether the removal of any individuals, and the ap-
pointment of others in their stead, is required for tne
better despatch of business ; and no greater allowance
shall be made to any such clerk, or other person, than
is or may be authorized by law, except to watchmen
and messengers, for any labor or services required of
them beyond the particular duties of their respective
stations, rendered at such times as does not interfere
with the performance of their regular duties.

No allow- S E C . 12. And be it further enacted, That no allow-
anc* *° b e ance or compensation shall be made to any clerk, or
tea services" other officer, by reason of the discharge of duties which

belong to any other clerk or officer in the same or any
other department; and no allowance or compensation
shall be made for any extra services whatever which
any clerk or officer may be required to perform.

Dutyofchiet S E C . 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
r̂rv1setO the t l i e duty'of each chief or principal clerk in the respec-

duties of tive departments, bureaus, and other offices, to super-
other clerks, y[SG^ under the direction of his immediately superior

officer, the duties of the other clerks therein, and to
see that their duties are faithfully executed, and that
such duties are distributed with equality and uni-
formity, according to the nature of the case* And
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such distribution shall be revised, from time to time,
by the said chief or principal clerk, for the purpose of
correcting any tendency to undue accumulation'or re-
duction of duties, whether arising from individual %
negligence or incapacity, or from increase or diminu-
tion of particular kinds of business ; and such chief or
principal clerk shall report monthly to his superior
officer any existing defect that he maybe aware of in
the arrangement or despatch of business; and such
defect shall be amended by new arrangements of
duties, dismissal of negligent or incompetent officers,
or otherwise.

S E C . 14. And be it further enacted, That it shall be Manner fat
the duty of the several heads of departments, in com- ^ates are to
naunicating estimates of expenditures and appropria- be comnm-
tions to Congress, and to any of the committees there- ™cat^d t01

of, to specify, as nearly as may be convenient, the
sources from which such estimates are derived, and
the calculations upon which they are founded ; and, in
so doing, to discriminate between such estimates as
are conjectural in their character, and such as are
framed upon actual information and application from
disbursing officers ; and, in communicating the several
estimates, reference, shall be given to the laws and
treaties by which they are authorized, the dates
thereof, and the volume, page, and section in which
the necessary provisions are contained.

S E C . 15. And be it further enacted, That no extra
elerk shall be employed in any department, bureau,
or office, at the seat of Government, except during the
session of Congress, or when indispensably necessary
to enable such department, bureau, or office, to an-
swer some call made by either House of Congress at
one session, to be answered at another; and not then,
except by order of the head of the department in
which, or in some bureau or office of which, such
extra clerk shall be employed; and no such extra
clerk, for copying, shall receive more than three
dollars per day, or for any other service more than
four dollars per day, for the time actually and neces-
sarily employed.
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Êmploy- S E C . 16. And be it further enacted, That no mes-
seftger^la" senger, assistant messenger, laborer, or other person,
borers, &c. shall be employed in any department, bureau, or

office, at the seat of Government, or paid out of the
contingent fund appropriated to such department, bu-
reau, or office unless such employment shall be au-
thorized by law, or shall become necessary to carry
into effect some object for which appropriations may

Purchase of be specifically made; and not exceeding one hundred
newspapers. d o l l a r s p e r a n n u m s h a n be applied by each depart-

ment (except the Department of State) for the pur-
chase of newspapers for such department, and all the

. -; bureaus and offices connected therewith; and such
papers shall be preserved as files for said department.

stationery S E C . 17. And be it further enacted, That all sta-
aadjobpnn- tionery, of every name and nature, for the use of the
furnished & two Houses of Congress, and all stationery and job
performed printing, of every name and nature, for the use of the
by contract s e v e r a i departments of the Government, and for the

bureaus and offices in those departments at Washing-
ton, including all stationery, blanks, wrapping paper,
and twine, and mail, bags, furnished the post offices and
collectors' offices throughout the United States, shall
hereafter be furnished and performed by contract, by
the lowest bidder, as follows: the Secretary of the
Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives,
the head of each department, and such deputy post-
masters in the Post Office establishment, and such
collectors in the custom-house establishment, as the
Postmaster General and the Secretary of the Treasury
shall respectively designate for that purpose, shall re-
spectively advertise, once a week, for at least four
weeks, in one or ipire of the principal papers pub-
lished in the places where such articles are to be
furnished, or such printing done, for sealed proposals
for furnishing such articles, or the whole of any par-
ticular class of articles, or for doing su<jh printing, or
the whole of any specified job thereof, to be done at
such place, specifying in such advertisement the
amount, quantity, and description of each kind of arti-
cles to be furnished, and, as near as may be, the nature,
amount, and kind of printing to be done ; and all such
proposals shall be kept sealed until the day specified
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in such advertisement for openingthe same, when they
shall be opened, by or under the direction of the officer
making such advertisement, in the presence of at least
two persons; and the person offering to furnish anjT

«lass of such articles, or to perform any specified poc- "*
tion or job of said work, and giving satisfactory security
for the performance thereof, under a forfeiture not
exceeding twice the contract price in case of failure,
shall receive a contract for doing the same , and in case
the lowest bidder shall fail to enter into such contract
and give such security within a reasonable time, to be
fixed in such advertisement, then the contract shall be
given to the next lowest bidder who shall enter into
such contract and give such security. And in case of
a failure to supply the articles or to perform the work,
by the person entering into such contract, he and his
sureties shall be liable for the forfeiture specified in
«uch contract, as liquidated damages, to be sued for in
fhe name of the United States, in any court having
jurisdiction thereof.

SEC. IS. And be it further enacted, That all such Bids and
bids or proposals shall be returned by the person proposals to
authorized, as aforesaid, to receive the same, to the ed, &CL
Executive Department from which such authority is
derived, and shall be preserved in said Department,
subject to such examination as Congress may at any
time order and direct.

SEC. 19* And be it further enacted, That no part Relative to
of the contingent fund appropriated to any department, thepurchase
bureau, or office, shall be applied to the purchase of
books, periodicals, pictures, or engravings, or other
thing, except such books, periodicals, and maps, or
other thing, as the head of such depljrtment shall deem *
necessary and proper to carry on the business of such
department, and shall, by written order, direct to be
procured for that purpose.

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall be gta t
the duty of the Secretary of the Senate, at the com- the bnner
meneement of every regular session of Congtess, to in which the
report to the Seriate, and of the Clerk of the House of^mgent^
Representatives to report to the House, and of the head been expen-
of each department to report to Congress, a detailed ded to be re-
statement of the manner in which the contingent fund S t t o
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for eacn House, and of their rrespeetive departments^
and for the bureau and offices therein, has been ex-
pended, giving the names of every person to whom any
portion thereof has been paid ; and if for anything fur-
nished, the quantity and price ; and if for any services'
rendered, the natuie of such service, and the time em-
ployed, and the particular occasion or cause, in brief,
that rendered such service necessary; and the amount
of all former appropriations in such case on hand, either
in the Treasury or in the hands of any disbursing:
officer or agent. And they shall require of the dis-
bursing officers, acting under their direction or authori-
ty, the return of precise and analytical statements and
receipts for all the moneys which have been, from
time to time, during the next preceding year, expended
by them ; and the results of such returns, and the sums
total shall be Communicated annually to Congress, by
the said officers, respectively. ^

[APPROVED, August 26, 1842.

AN ACT 4»
To re-organize the Navy Department of the United States.

Franking S E C . 7. And be it Jurther enacted, That the chief
privilege. of each bureau hereby established shall be authorized

to frank all communications from his bureau; and all
communications to his bureau, on the business thereof>
shall be free of postage.

[ A P P R O V E D , August 31 , 1842.

AN ACT
To authorize the Chief Clerk in the office of the Secretary of State to

frank public and official documents sent from that office.

Franking S E C . 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
pnvi ege. Representatives of the United States of America in

Congress assembled. That the right and privilege of
franking all public and ofjficial documents that may be
sent from the office of the Secretary of State be, and
hereby is, granted to the chief clerk in that office.

[ A P P R O V E D , February 15, 1843.
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AN ACT '
Regulating the cunency of foreign coin3 in the United States.

Part of S E C . 1. Be it enacted, That from and after Alter « |
the passage of this act, foreign gold and silver coins foreiSn gold &
shall pass current as money within the United States, silver coins to*
and be a legal tender for the payment of all debts and ̂ e al<;galten^
j , p., , , r J . . . r 11 • der for the-demands, at the several and respective rates following, payment of all
and not otherwise, viz: The gold coins of Great Britain debts and de-
and Portugal, of their present standard, at the rate of one ™?"d

Q
s* rifitVP > r J m raies specinea/,

hundred cents tor every twenty-seven grams 01 the ac- &c, &c.
tual weight thereof; the gold coins of France, Spain, Rates of for*
and the dominions of Spain, of their present standard, e ign s°
at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-
seven grains and two-fifths of a grain of the actual
weight thereof; Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of Rates of for-
one hundred cents for each, the actual weight whereof e i?n silver
shall not be less than seventeen pennyweights and
seven grains, and in proportion for the parts of a dol-
lar ; crowns of France, at the rate of one hundred and
ten cents for each crown, the actual weight whereof
shall not be less than eighteen pennyweights and sev-
enteen grains, and in proportion for the parts of a
crown. [APPROVED, April 10, 1806.

coins.

AN ACT
Regulating the value of certain foreign silver coins within the United

States.

S E C . 1. Be it enacted, Sfc, That from and after ihe Certain silver
passage of this act, the following silver coins shall be £Ojm to Pass b*
of the legal value, and shall pass current as money
within the United States, by tale, for the payment of
all debts and demands, at the rate of one hundred
cents to the dollar; that is to say, the dollar of Mex-
ico, Peru, Chili, and Central America, of hot less
weight than four hundred and fifteen grains each, and
those re-stamped in Brazil, of the like weight, of not
less fineness than ten ounces, fifteen pennyweights of
pure silver in the Troy pound of twelve ounces of
standard silver, and the five franc pieces of France,
when of not less fineness than ten ounces and sixteen
pennyweights in twelve ounces Troy weight of stand-
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arct silver, and weighing not less than three hundred
and eighty-foux grains each, at the rate of ninety-three
cents each. [APPROVED, June 25, 1834.

AN ACT
Regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins within the United

States.

standard and §EC. 1. Be it enacted, fyc, That from and after the
weightofcoins thirty-first day of July next, the following gold coins

shall pass as current within the United Sates, and be
receivable in all payments, by weight, for payment of
all debts and demands, at the rates following, that is to
say : The gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal and
Brazil, of not less than twenty-two carats fine, at the
rate of ninety-four cents and eight-tenths of a cent
per pennyweight; the gold coins of France nine-tenths
fine, at the rate of ninety-three cents and one-tenth of
a cent per pennyweight; and the gold coins of Spain,
Mexico, and Colombia, of the fineness of twenty carats
three grains and seven-sixteenths of a grain, at the
rates of eighty-nine cents and nine-tenths of a cent per
pennyweight.

[APPROVED, June 28, 1834.

AN ACT
Supplementary to the act entitled " An act establishing a Mint and

regulating the coins of the United States."

Weight of sil- SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That of the sil-
ver coins. y e r c o | n S j t h e dollar shall be of the weight of four

hundred and twelve and one-half grains; the half-dol-
lar of the weight of two hundred and six and one-
fourth grains; the quarter-dollar of the weight of one
hundred and one-eighth grains; the dime, or̂  tenth
part of a dollar, of the weight of forty-one and a quar-
ter grains; and the half-dime, or twentieth part of a
dollar, of the weight of twenty grains and five-eights

Silver coins a of a grain. And that dollars, half-dollars, quarter-dol-
iegal tender. j a r S j dimes, and half-dimes, shall be legal tenders of

payment, according to their nominal value, for any
sums whatever.
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S E C . 10. And be it further enacted, That of the gold Weight of
coin3, the weight of the eagle shall be two hundred §0 eoias*
and fifty^-eight grains; that of the half-eagle, one hun-
dred and twQfity-nine grains ; and of the quarter-
eagle, sixty-foiir and one-half grains, and that for
all sums whatever, the eagle shall be a legal tender of Gold coins to
payment for ten dollars; the half half-eagle for five jj®r

a le&al ten"
dollars ; and quarter-eagle for two-and a half dollars.

S E C . 11. And be it further enacted, That the silver Gold and sfl-
coins heretofore issued at the mint of the United States, ver coins here-
and the gold coins issued since the thirty-first day o f ^ ^
July , one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, shall tender.
continue to be legal tenders of payment for their nomi-'
nal values, on the same terms as if they were of the
coinage provided for by this act.

S E C . 12. And be it further enacted, That of the cop- Weight of
per coins, the weight of a cent shall be one hundred C0PPer corns,
and sixty-eight grains, and the weight of the half-cent
eighty-four grains. And the cent shall be considered
of the value of one hundredth part of a dollar, and the
half-cent of the value of two hundredth parts of a
dollar. [ A P P R O V E D , January 18, 1837.

%

AN ACT
To provide more effectually for the settlement of accounts between the

United States and receivers of public money.*
S E C . 5. That where any revenue officer, or other

person, hereafter becoming indebted to the United or %\^&x p ^
States, by bond or otherwise, shall become insolvent, sons become
or where the estate of any deceased debtor, in the hands ^ol

n
ve

t
I
h

t) or

of executors or administrators, shall be insufficient to tate of any de-
pay all the debts due from the deceased, the debt due ceased debtor
to the United States shall be first satisfied; and the L^ th^de t t
priority hereby established shall be deemed to extend, due'the United
as well as to cases in which a debtor, not having suffi- States to be
cient property to pay all of his debts, shall make a sa

voluntary assignment thereof, or in which the estate
and effects of an absconding, concealed, or absent debtor,
shall be attached by process of law, as to cases in which
an act of legal bankruptcy shall be committed.

[ A P P R O V E D , March 3, 1797.
* See Sec. 13, page 33, Act of 1836, as to the priority of payment to

the United States.
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NOTE.—The priority of payment claimed by the United States is de-
rived from certain acts of Congress. These several acts are, the act of 31st
July, 17S9, ch. 5, sec. 21, the act of 4th August, 1790, ch. 35, sec. 45*
the act of 1792, ch. 27, sec. 18, the act of 3d of March, 1797, ch. 74,
sec. 5, and the act of 2d of March, 1799, ch. 128, sec. 65. All these acts,,
except that of 1797, confirmed the priority of the United States to cus-
tem-house bonds, and bonds taken under the collection act. It was the
act of 1797. that went further, and gave a preference to the^Jnited States-
in all cases whatever, whoever might be the debtor, or however he
might be indebted. The act of 2d July, 1836, " to change the organi-
zation of the Post Office Department," &c, See, sec. 13, provides that
all suits to be commenced for debts or balances due the Department,
" shall have all the privileges and priorities in adjudication and payment
secured to other claims of the United States by the existing laws." This
act clothes the Post Office Department with all the power and privi-
leges as regards priority ef payment which exist under the collection*
act of 1799, and all preceding act3 of Congress.

This priority is given by the 5th section of the act of the 3d of March,
1797, ch. 94. It is also given by the 65th section of the collection law,
in the words following: *« And in all cases of insolvency, or where any
estate in the hands of the executors, administrators, or assigns, shall be
insufficient to pay all the debts due from the deceased, the debt or debts
due to the United States on such bond or bond3 shall be first satisfied."'
In the same section, the Legislature explain their meaning of " insol-
vency," by declaring that it shall be deemed to extend, as well to cases'
in which a debtor, not having sufficient property to pay all his debts,
shall make a voluntary assignment thereof for the benefit of bis credi-
tors, or in which the estate or effects of an absconding, concealed, or
absent debtor shall have been attached by process of law, as to cases in
which an act of legal bankruptcy shall have been committed. In giv-
ing a construction to these statutes, the Supreme Court of the United
States has held that they only apply to two general classes of cases, viz:
A living insolvent, having an assignee, and a dead insolvent, represented
by executors and administrators.—(Conard vs. Nicholl, 4th Peters' Rep.,,
308.) That the priority of payment, as against living debtors, only where
the debtor had become actually and notoriously insolvent, manifested by
some open act, a3 taking the oath of insolvent debtors, under the law of
some of the States.—(See 3 Cr., 73; 1 Pet., 439.) It is not a mere inability
of the debtor to pay all his debts, but that inability must be manifested
in one of the three modes pointed out in the explanatory clause of the
65th section of the act of 1799. The preference pf the United States-
does not extend to cases where the debtor has not made an assignment
of the whole of his property. If the assignment leaves out a trivial part
of his property for the purpose of evading the act giving the preference,,
it will be considered as a fraud upon the law, and the court treat it as a
•̂ otal divestment. The deed of assignment must embrace all of the
property of the debtor, &c, &c.—(4th vol. Wheaton, 108.) A deed
executed by a debtor of the United States, conveying all his property
in the possession of the debtor, to trustees, for the payment of his debts,,
not including the debt of the United States, is an act of insolvency, both
within the spirit and letter of the act of Congress giving priority in such
cases to debts due the United States over all others; and tlje priority
attaches at the instant that the deed is executed.—(United Stafes et. al.
vs. Cochran, et. al., Brocken C. C , Rep. 274.) The preference of the
United States will not relate back to the act of insolvency so as to over-
reach intermediate bonafide securities given by the insolvent to credi-
tors. It has been the uniform construction of the 5th section of the
act of 1797, (1. Story's Laws, 464,) and of the similar provision in the
©5ih section of the collection act of 1799, (1 Story's Laws, 630,) that



61

•whether in a case of insolvency, death, or assignment, the property of
a debtor passes to the assignee, executor, or administrator, the priority
*of the United States, operating not to prevent the transmission of the
property, but giving them a preference in payment out of the proceeds.—
(Brent vs. The Bank of Washington, 10 Peters', 596.) When the pri-

'ority of the United States has actually attached, there is, strictly speak-
ing, no lien, either general or specific, on the property in the hands of
•the executors, administrators, assigns, or trustees, as the case may be;
hut only a claim ,on the funds in their hands. The priority established,
<ean never attach while the debtor continues the owner and in the pos-
session of the property, although he may be unable to pay his debts,
and no evidence can be received of the insolvency of the debtor until he
has been divested of his property in one of the modes stated in the col-
lection act. And when he is thus divested of his property, the per-
son who becomes invested with the title is thereby made a trustee for
the United States, and is bound to pay their debt first out of the pro-
ceeds of the debtor's property.—(Beaston vs. The Farmers' Bank of
Delaware, 12 Peters'133.) The moment the transfer of property takes
place under the statute, the person taking it, whether by voluntary as-
signment or by operation of law, becomes bound to the United States
for the faithful performance of the trust.—(1 Peters' Rep. 439; 12
Peters', 131.)

When the insolvency or acts of bankruptcy required by the statutes
have actually occurred, the. priority immediately attaches ; although
sometime may elapse before a trustee be formally appointed. Every
person indebted to the insolvent, or in the possession of his property,
becomes, as to such debt or property, the trustee of the United States
from the moment he has notice of their priority. Should he actually
fiay over the debt, or deliver the property to another creditor, with no-
tice of the claim of the United States, he is responsible. An assignee
is not liable under the acts of Congress until notice of the debt due to
the United States. But the notice need not be given by the United
States; nor is a judgment or suit against him necessary, in order to
charge him with notice. The notice must be such as is required in or-
dinary cases of trustees, and enough to put a prudent man on inquiry.—
(2 Wash. C, C. Rep., 196.) Assignees and trustees, administrators
and executors, are personally liable if they omit to discharge such debt
or debts, \l funds actually come into their hands. If a debtor dies with-
out sufficient property to pay his debts, the right to satisfaction put of
his estate, in preference to other creditors, is undoubtedly in the Waited
States.—(10 Peters', 612.)

The priority of the United States does not extend so as to take the
property of a partner from partnership effects to pay a separate debt
<due by such partner to the United States, when the partnership effects
are not sufficient to satisfy the creditors of the partnership.—(United
States vs. Hack et. al., 8 Peters', 271.) If there be any deficiency in
the proceeds of any particular estate to pay the mortgages thereon, the
mortgagees cannot come in upon the funds and proceeds of the sales of
other estates, except as general creditors.




